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Some Charaderistics of Jesus As A Preacher

By THE

Jesus Wa'; the greatest preacher of all time. He is God's
perfect pattern for preachers. The gospels are the greatest
books ever written on how to preach. There is great need to-
day that preachers make a fresh study of Jesus as a preacher.
But not only do preachers need to study him; churches reed
this study also. Churches need to be acquainted with God's
stan7lard of preaching so that they will indorse and support
a faithful ministry. Let us note the following characteristics
of Jesus as a preacher:

1. He eid not have the inerdlnate desire for numbers
that some preachers and churches have today.

On many occasio: s great multitudes followed Jesus. But
he was not thereby flattered into petting and pampering the
multitudes so as to win them as his disciples. Rather he was
woAt in the presence of the multitudes to lay down the severest
tests of discipleship and to utter the most scathing denuncia-
tions of sin. Sonic signal ir stances in point here are to be
found in John 6:22-71; Mark 8:34-38; Luke 12 :1-53; Luke 14:
23-33. Christ sought after quality rather than quantity. He
continually magnified the sterner side of discipleship and thus
sloughed off the fickle multitudes. What a comparatively few
of the great multitudes ever became acual disciples! A Billy
Sunday would have had ail of Palestine "hitting the saw-dust
trail ' And many a Bap:ist preacLer NVOUld halr2 had multiplied
thousands of professions to report. Judged by modern stan-
dards, Jesus was a collossal failure as an evangelist!

Baptist churches today ire overwhelmed by the unregen-
erate principally because we, unlike Christ, have had an inordi-
nate desire for numbers. It is right to have a passion for the
lost. Jesus had it to an infinite degree. But it is a sad mistake
to allow our zeal to make us try to take the place of the Holy
Spirit in the saving of souls. For the most part this inordinate
desire for t umbers has worn the cloak of a sincere and com-
mendable. but misguided, evangelistic zeal. Nevertheless it has
been tragical in its results. It has brought Baptist churches to
where most of them have about as little regard for a preacher
that will declare the whole counsel of God as the Pharisees
had for Christ. It has practically obliterated the line of de-
markation between the church and the world. B. H. Hillard
once said: "The blighting curse has been, and still is, that Bap-
Cats have gone in a mad race for members until there are
thousands swept into our churches with no more religion than
a heaqien Hottentot. This is no pessimistic 'whine,' but a trag-
ic fact. Tell me that a saved man can have absolutely no con-
cern for the cause of Christ? Tell me that a saved man will
',Pend his entire earnings on himself and his and absolutely
forget the cause of the Lord? Tell me that a saved man will
desecrate the holy Sabbath day without the slightest restraint?
Tell me that a saved man will habitually indulge in every form
of worldly and sinful amusement—especially when his church
stands against it? Tell me that a saved man will close his heart
to the appeal of sin-cursed and dying humanity, in the face of
the plain scriptural command—the last words of our Lord? I
don't believe a word of it. Jesus said: 'By their fruits ye shall
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know them.' That is enough. It tells a sad story. It will con-
demn men in hell unless the grace of God intervenes."

Estimates of the lost in our churches today range from
fifty to seventy-five per cent. Of course, no one krows the ex-
act per cent. But surely he is blind who cannot see that it must
be represented, so far as man can tell, by quite a large figure.

Whence came this uncircumcised throng? Did God add
them to our churches? Nay, not so. God adds to the church
only such as are saved. Then whence came they? We may
trace their pref.ence to at least t;WO underlying causes:

(1) Forgetfulness that results belong to God. 1 Cor.
It is not ours to be primarily concerned about results. Rath-
er we would Lave all concern about being obedient servants of
God and leave results wholly with him. Especially do we need
to be warned in this connection in this day when the commer-
cial 'world is stressing results as never before. Efficiency of
production is the great end sought today in the commercial
world. This is the spirit of the age in which we live, and that
spirit is as catching as smallpox. And a devout, open-minded
study of the word is the only vaccine that /will render us im-
mune to it.

(2) An abuse of the annual protracted meeting and out-
side evangelism. Note that I bring no charge against these
things in themselves. I speak only of their abuse. The preach-
ing of the word is alkvays in place, and when a church feels
led to have a special period of preaching either to the saved
or lost or both, it surely has scriptural warrant and precedent
for doing so. And if a church and pastor feel led to call in
an outsiile man to do the preaching, then they have scriptural
precedent in the going of Barnabas to Tarsus in seat-:h of Paull
to bring him back to Antioch to preach there in a protracted
meeting. The evil has come in the abuse of these scriptural
things. The wise solution of the problem lies not in their
abolition, but in riding them of their evils. We have come to
feel that we must have results during a protracted meeting.
Commonly, if results ir professions of faith do not begin to
manifest themselves early in the meeting, then one expedient
after another is used—"hot air", high pressure, radical emo-
tionalism, long-winded invitations with many claptrap propo-
sitions and much begging. If the meeting goes on to a close
and there are no "professions," everybody usually feels that
the meeting has been a failure. In such a case the evangelist
is not likely to get much money out of the meeting. And if he
has many such meetings, it is very likely to put a check in his
evangelistic career. In these wavs we have come uncon-
sciously to adopt false and tmscriptural methods in evengelism.
Oh :when will we learn that it is ours to preach the word pub-
licly, privately, in season and out of season, and then leave
results with God. This leads us naturally to the next character-
istic of Jesus that we desire to notice.

2. He depended wholly upon the word to accomplish re-
sults.

Jesus used btit one method in evangelism! That one meth-
od was the preaching of the word. There are many things that

(Continued on Page Three)
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"HERESY RAMPANT"

This is the title of an article in the May issue of the Baptist

Fundementalist and Bible Student of Oakland, California, in

which the editor points out the heresies in the much discussed

annual sermon of the last session of the Southern Bap-

tist Convention. For some time it has not been uncommon for

southern papers to point out northern heresies. But now we

have come upon a time when at least one northern paper dares

to point out southern heresy. This is a reminder that the

North is by no means wholly gone off after Baal, and that the
South is making rapid strides in that direction. It used to be
customary to say that there was no modernism in the South.
That statement probably has not been so since modernism be-
gan to spread. And certainly it is not so row. 'Heresy is
truly rampant all over the South. It is rampant in
Baptist pulpits, Baptist papers, Baptist books, semi-
naries and other schools. Recently News and Truths has
been pointing out many pernicious heresies in a book written
by W. J. McGlothlin, the esteemed president of the Southern
convention. The fact that such a heretic has been twice elect-
ed president of the convention shows the heretical leaning of
the whole convention. Our schools are overrun with looseness,
compromise, unionism and modernism. Our Sunday school lit-
erature is full of heresy. Only recently one of the quarterlies
carried a ladder of salvation which made works a ground of
salvation. Someone has suggested that this ladder and other
recent heresies may have slipped by the worthy editorial sec-
retary, John L. Hill, while he was attending a Rotary Club
meeting. Maybe he might have been at a picture show. He
has now gone abroad to attend a Rotary convention, or some
other worldly abomination, which is expected to greatly add
to his spirituality and efficier.cy as a guardian of the faith.
Recently he was quoted as saying by radio that works were
essential to salvation. Yes, heresy is rampant. But we must
give you the article under the above title from the paper men-
tioned. Here it is:

"The preacher of the sermon before the great Southern
Baptist convention, which met recently in Birmingham, Ala-
bama, gave them a full charge of Modernism. I do not know

what his text was, but here are some of his leading thoughts

for his headliners.
"1. His most pronounced heresy was that the Church of

Christ is all the saved. This is a fatal mistake. All the saved

are members of the Family of God, but that is not true of the

church. The churches of Christ are local baptized societies of

believers.

"2. His next heresy was in exalting the social gospel in-

stead of the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ. There is no social

gospel taught in the New Testament. The gospel taught there

is the gospel of an individual call to each one to believe and be

saved.

"3. His next heresy was in sayirg the two greatest ene-

mies of the church is drinking and war. Drinking and war are

truly great enemies of the home and nations and civilization.

But I know of three greater foes of the chaches than these.

They are the preachers who preach another Jesus, another

Spirit and another Gospel.

"4. Again the preacher said that Jesus and Nicodemus

were members of the same church. This is either a slander on

Jesus or ignorance of the Bible.
"5. The preacher said the church of Jesus Christ apos-

tatized in the second century by trading her spiritual birth-

right for material advantage. The Roman church did this in

250 A. D., but Jesus said that the Gates of Hades would never

prevail against His church. I believe Jesus was right and the

preacher wrong."
We do not find any basis for the first charge in the above

article. Rather we find the preacher constantly contrasting

the church and the kingdom to the disparagement of the

former. He intimated that the apostles erred in the emphasis

they placed on the church. His application of the term church

to the Jews of Christ's clay and his confusing of the New

Testament church with the corrupt Roman. Catholic hierarchy

shows inexcusable ignorance or malicious misrepresentation.

But no less serious was his attack upon the priesthood of the

Old Tes'ament. He labored futilely to show antagonism be-

tween priest and prophet of the Old Testament. He tried to

make them represent false and true religion. He accused the

priests of devising their ceremot,ial, of borrowing their animal

sacrifices from paganism, and of using a system of taboos to

get the tithe from the people. The whole sermon was one

mass of heresy from beginning to end'. It was a carefully de-

vised attack upon the inspiration, of the Scriptures. The stink

of Modernism is on every sentence. Let it be Anathema

Maranatha. Does the fact that a modernist was appointed

to preach this sermon show the increasing trend of the con-

vention toward Modernism.

SOME QUESTIONS

One of our esteemed readers in Texas writes to inquire

about two statements we made in our issue of June 1. The

two statements are: 'We preach that all men are responsible
to repent (Acts 17:30), and that those who do not are guilty
of wilful rebellion against God," and "Moreover, we present
both repentance and faith as 'sacred duties, and also insepar-
able graces, wrought in cur son's by the regenerating Spirit
of God.' " Our questioner asks if the first statement applies
to those who are dead in trespasses and in sin and if these
sacred duties apply to any accept those who are of God. To
this we answer yes. Acts 17:30 clearly shows that it is the
duty and responsibility of all men to turn from sin to Christ.
He asks that we harmonize this with John 8:47; 1 Cor. 2:7-14:
and 1 John 4:6. This we gladly do. These Scriptures and
others (Jer. 13:23; John 6 :64, 65; 8:34; Rom. 8:7, 8; 2 Tim.
2:25, 26) show the impossibility of any man repenting until he
is quickened by the Holy Spirit. But even though lost men
can't repent until they are enabled to do so by the regenerating
Spirit of God, yet they are responsible to do so. But why
does God hold lost men responsible for doing something they
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cannot do? Because they are responsible for the state they
are in. If a drunken man, driving a car recklessly, runs over
and kills someone, the law deals with him just the same as
though he had been sober and had killed someone by reckless
driving without criminal intent. Someone might object to that
by saying that it was impossible for the drunken man to control
the car. But the law hclds him responsible for being in the
condition he was in. Rom. 5 :12 tells us that when Adam
sinned, all his descendents sinned. (The Greek verb for
"sinned.' in this passage is in the aorist tense, which expresses
mornertary action in the past. This clearly points to our par-
ticipation in the sin of Adam) We sinned in Adam just like
Levi paid tithes in Abraham (Heb. 7:9, 10). We were in the
loins of Adam when he sinned. Our nature was then one
with his. Therefore, when he sinned, we sinned because our
nature sinned. From this it necessarily follows that each and
every ore of us would have done just as Adam did if we had
been placed exactly in his circumstances. Consequently, ever'
sinner of Adam's race is as much responsible .for the cot dition
he is in as Adam was for the condition he was in after the
fail. So the inability of the sinner to repent does not any more
excuuse him from his responsibility than the drunkenness of
a reckless driver excuses him from responsibility in such a
case as already.

SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF JESUS AS
A PREACHER

(Continued from Page One)

Christ did not depend on in his preaching to the lost. Let us
note some of them :

(1) He did not depend upon persena; magnetism. No
doubt, he had personal magnetism. And perhaps mar y were
attracted to him by it. But they soon got their "cup" full. And
the fact that so many were thus superficially attracted to him
explains why he did most of his severest preaching to the mul-
titudes. He knew human nature, and he knew when multitudes
attended upon his ministry it was time to do some sifting. There-
fore he was wont to lay down his severest tests of discipleship
in the presence of the multitudes'. On one occasion Jesus said
to a crowd of Jews: Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man,
and drink his blood, ye have no life in you" (John 6:53).
He could not have uttered a more offensive thing to the Jews.
Why, the very idea of them becoming canibals, especially in
view of their strict regulations concerning clean and unclean
meats and the divine prohibition against partaking of blood!
Of course Christ was speaking figuratively and spiritually (vs.
47), but they understood him to be speaking literally on this
ozcasion, as the fifty-second verse will show. And Christ took
no special pains to explain his meaning to them. Thus he
turned away from them those who had been attracted to him
by his mere personal Influence. On another occasion when a
multitude was following him, Jesus said to them: "Whcsoever
will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross and follow me" (Mark 8:34). Thus he again applied the
acid test. Again on another similar occasion he turned to
the multitude and said: "If any man come to me, and hate not
his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren,
and sisters, yea and his own life also, he cannot be my dis-
ciple" (Luke 14:26). Then he exhorted them to sit down and
count the cost. The preacher should strive to live so that his
life will not discount his words. And God may manifest the
reality and veracity of his word in the life of the preacher.
But mere personal magnetism or influence has never had the
least to do with making one true disciple of Christ. It has
made many false ones, but not one true one. The truth upon
which discipleship rests is of divine revelation (Matt. 16:17).
The attraction is not to be in the preacher, but in the Christ
he presents. John 12:32.

(2) He did not depend upon more human tact and dip-

lcmacy. Human tact aid diplomacy would never have led Jesus
into the temple to drive out the money changers, nor would
he have been thus led to denounce the Pharasees as he did.
Human tact and diplomacy would have led him to avoid a
break with the religious leaders of his day. If he had been
a diplomat, he would have reasoned that he could accomplish
the most by staying on the inside of the religious society of his
day and reforming it instead of violently breaking with it.
This is the reasoning of sonic today with regard to corrupt
churches and associations. But they are dead wrong. God has
not commissioned us to go out and reform corrupt institutions.
When a church or institution takes its stand against truth and
righteousness, then God's command to every believer is "Come
out from among them, and be ye separate" (2 Cor. 6:16).

It is true that on some occasions Christ's conduct and ap-
prcach may be conceived of as being tactful and diplomatic
even from a human standpoint But the fact that it was not al-
ways so shows that with him it was not a question of what
was tactful and diplomatic, but what was according to the
Father's will. It should be the same with us. We should ever
ask what God wants said and done, and not what is tactful
and diplomatic. If the will of God is our criterion, we may on
some occasiot s act tactfully and diplomatically, but on other
occasions we will act oppositely.

(3) He did net depend upon high-pressure and intense
immotionalism. He sought no hasty decisions. Instead he ex-
horted the people to sit down and count the cost before decid-
ing to become his disciples. See Luke 14:26-33. How many
evangelists do that today? Instead most of them seek in ev-
ery cot ceivable way to over-persuade. High pressure evan-
geliFm can be indicted not only on scriptural grounds, but also
on sound psychological grounds. Charles S. Gardner, in his
book on Psychology and Preaching, has some valuable remarks
in this connection. He says: "It is noticeable that these who
rely upon suggestion as a method of influencing others insist
upon IMMEDIATE ACTION, while those who instinetly re-
sist this kind of influence insist upon postponement of action,
AND IT IS A HEALTHY INSTINCT. The desire to postpcne
action may be, and often is, the result of moral inerta, or of a
habit that has enfeebled the will, or a positive indinatioh ii

tie wrong d rection. This is so often the case that one hesitates
to say anything to encourage the deferring of action in re.-1
sponse to an appeal. But it is nevertheless true that, if the re-
spense is not one of thoughtful impulse, A MERE NERVOUS
REACTION UNDER THE POWER OF SUGGESTION, its
ethical value is naught. [This is all most professions of faith
today are—mere nervous reactions to the power of suggestion.
—Ed.] The only antidote to an enfeebled will is to stimulate
to voluntary action, the rational control of conduct. AND AN
IMMEDIATE MOTOR REACTION INDUCED MERELY
BY SUGGESTION QNLY ADDS TO THE ENFEEBLE-
MENT OF THE WILL. . . . One is often thus precipitated
into action which is subsequently deplored and can only with
difficulty be reconsidered; or committed to a position from
which he would gladly recede but cannot without self-stulifi-
fication; and so goes on through life embarrassed and morally
compromised by the conscicusness of standing in false rela-
tions. THIS EXACTLY DESCRIBES THE SITUATION OF
THOUSANDS WHO TODAY ARE ENROLLED AS MEM-
BERS OF CHRISTIAN CHURCHES; AND WHILE IT EN-
ABLES THE CHURCH TO MAKE A BRAVE SHOW AS
TO NUMERICAL STRENGTH, IT IS ONE OF THE CHIEF
CAUSES OF THE COMPARATIVE LACK OF POWER
OF ORGANIZED CHRISTIANITY. I MAKE BOLD TO
SAY THAT THE DISASTROUS RESULTS OF THIS
FALSE PSYCHOLOGICAL METHOD .ARE MORE GEN-
ERAL AND MORE IMMEDIATE IN THE REALM OF RE-
LIGION THAN ANYWHERE ELSE." Nearly all evangelism
today embodies this false method. Is it any wonder our church-
es are in the condition they are in? And if this method can be
indited on psychological grounds, how much more can it b(
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indited on scriptural grounds. Once I was very particular that

the closir,g song be announced before I began preaching and

that the singing start the moment I finished giving the invita-

tion. But the Lord opened my eyes to see that the invitation

has nothing whatever to do with the salvation of sinners. It

is the gospel blessed by the Holy Spirit that saves, and noth-

ing else. New Testament preachers never gave what would be

termed an invitation in modern parlance. All talk about "bring-

ing sinners to a decision," "drawing the net," etc., betrays a

dependence upon the arm of the flesh and stows that the

preacher has fallen into the error that bears both a psycho-

logical and scriptural indictment.

(4) He did not depend upon salesmanship methods. One

of the falsest notions that eve.: got hold of the mind of any

one is that the preacher is to employ the methods of popular-

shipship. Popular salesmanship is based on the suggestion

method which has been discussed already. Picture a salesman

saying to a prospect: "Sit down and count the cost and see if

you are able to buy the thing I am trying to sell you.' In sub-

stance this is what Christ said to the multitude. Most sales-

men would starve to death if they used this method.

Salesmanship methods in the ministry are responsible al-

most altogether for the lost being in our churches. Joshua

Gravett once said: "The Lord deliver us from artful men."

Salesmen-preachers are the artful men from which we need de-

liverance.

(5) He presented the word to men and women and left

them face to face with it. He did not tamper with the soul and try

to help the Holy Spirit out. Had many a present-day preacher

been in Christ's place when Nicodemus came to him, he would

have said: "Let's get down here and settle this matter on our

knees." And then he would have artfully wrested a profession

of faith out of Nicodemus by the corkscrew method. Why

didn't Christ do this? I ask again, why didn't he do it? And

I wait for some user of this method to answer. Many a pres-
ent-day preacher would have used the same method with the
woman at the well of Jacob. And in preaching to the multitudes
many a present-day preacher would have concluded somethir g
like this : "Now all you people who want to be saved come for-
ward for prayer." But Christ and the apostles never used that
method. Again I ask why. Were Christ and the apostles model
preachers? Or did they leave out some very essential things?
Is the Bible an all-sufficient rule for faith and practice? If it
is (and it most certainly is-2 Tim. 3 :17), then let some advo-
cate of the mourner's bench give us his authority for his prac-
tice. We offer him one page in this paper on which to do so.

We make bold to say, and challenge any one to disprove
it, that a Baptist preacher has no more authority to invite

.sinners to come to hinnand other Christians to be prayed for
than a Roman Catholic priest has for having people come to
him and confess their sins. Baptists borrowed the mourners'
bench from the Methodists—and it is about time for it to be
taken back home. It is the offspring of the Roman Catholic
idea of salvation through human effort.

Moreover the custom of inviting sinners forward for prayer
misplaces prayer. Acceptable prayer must be accompanied by
faith, for "How shall they call on him in whcm they have not
believed" (Rom. 10:14).) If the sinner can reach God other
than through Christ, then the mediatorship of Christ is not a
necessary thing, but only arbitrary. Christ said.: "I am the way,
the truth and the life; no man cometh unto the Father but by.
me" (John 14:6). This being true, we know that every man
who has ever reached God has done so through Christ. And
to reach God through Christ means to reach him through faith
in Christ. A sinner may go through the form of callirg on God,
but his prayer will never reach God until he puts his faith in
Christ. Therefore the prime need of the sinners is not to be
told to pray. He will do that without being told
when his conviction reaches the proper point. The thing
the sinner needs most is to be told how he can find acceptance

with God. There is only one instance in the New Testament

where a sinner was directly and personally exhorted to pray,

and in that instance repentance was placed before the prayer.

See Acts 8 :22. And, when mentioned alone, repentance in-

volves faith. They are inseparable graces.

3. He did not try to preach so as to Please the peop7e.

And Ire didn't please all of them. He didn't even please a

majority of them. Neither will any other preacher that is

faithful in his calling. Christ reproved and rebuked. So will

every other preacher that fulfills the charge that has been

given him. See 2 Tim. 4:2. Not only did Christ rebuke, but

sometimes he rebuked sharply. The preacher of today is com-

manded to do the same when need arises. See Titus 1:13. Christ

had the hatred of the world—even the religious world. He

said all his disciples would have it too. See John 15 :18-20.

Jesus said he came to send strife and division. See Matt. 10 :

34-36 and Luke 12 :50-53. These will accompany the ministry

today of those preachers who withhold none of the counsel of

God. The popular cry is for the preacher who can unite

churches. But God has not called preachers to hold the saved

al d lost together in churches. Only a compromising ministry

will unite the vast majority of churches today in their present

condition. They are sadly in need of division to the breaking

point between the saved and lost in them. They need the old

leaven purged out of them, 1 Cor. 5:7. The vast majority of

Baptist churches today do not want a faithful ministry They

want a soft-peddlar, a pussy-footer, a compromiser, a diplomat,

a smooth-tongued spooter who knows how to eschew the mot

objectionable things and season and sugar coat the rest so that

they will be palatable to the perverted and worldly taste. The

cry from the modern pew is the same as of o11—`1Prophesy

not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy

deceits" (Isa 30:10). But God's command is: "Cry abud, spare

not, lift up thy voice lik a a trumpet, and shew my people their

transgress7on" (Isa. 58:1).

Some time ago The British Weekly brought an indictment

against the clergy of the Church of England, in which it said

that their sermons never "sting and stab" and that they deal

with 'blurred uncertainties, foggie ambiguities and clumsy eva-

sions." This is more or less true of lots of preachirg in Bap-

tist pulpits. This is the kind of preaching, and the only kind.

that will keep things in harmony and the machinery well oiled

in the vast majority of Baptist churches today. Christ's preach-

ing was not of that kind. It evoked much and bitter opposition

and drove the sword of the spirit into the hearts of sir ful 111011.

It caused a stir of division.

4. He fitted his methods to the attitude and needs of his

hearers.

With the adulterous woman he was very gentle, but with

the Pharisees he was froward. Thus, like God, to the gentle

he showed himself gentle: but to the froward he showed him-

self froward. See Psa. 18:25, 26.

5. He spcka with positiveness.

He didn't deal with "blurred uncertainties, fogg'e ambig-

uities and clumsy evasions !' He spoke with authority. The

preacher today may speak with authority because he has an

authoritative book to speak from. Positive preaching- is not

popular today, but it is scriptural. The preacher who has no

convictions that are strong enough to cause him to speak

with positiveness needs to acquaint himself with the book. To
be certain, no man can rightfully speak with the finality and
positiveness of Christ, but a man of the Book will be able to
speak with a large degree of positiveness.

No commission can be allowed to representatives on sub-

scriptions during the period of our special subscription offer.

We can only urge all to do what they can for the truth's sake.


