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"To the law and to the testimony if they speak not
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according to this word, it is because there is no light in them" (Isa. 3:20).
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WOMAN'S PUBLIC MINISTRY
P.\STOR. .1. N. NIOIZIIS, Doerun,

'Elle "ASSISTANT PASTOR." whose editor is Elder J. I.
D. Miller, a strong and faithful defender of the ancient gospel,
laps the following in a recent issue:

"Rev. Edward B. Turner, pastor of three Baptist churches
in Massachusetts. died recently, and his daughter. 21 years of
age, succeeds her father as pastor at each church. I am won-
dering ‘A hat Dr. T. 1'. Simmons, Editor of the Baptist Examin-
er. [the editor is not a doctor; only a NCW Testament elder,
bishop and pastor. !-;ee Matt. 23:81 and Rev  A N Morris, Doe-
rim, pastor who is contributing editor of the same paper, would
sa.' of this" Then he quotes the platform of the Baptist Ex-

in! "it there are women in sonic
Batat-t chtirelL. itt t South, even in licorgia, who would like

the there !ire ,onic Baptist preachers
1, , ,,a' toe. tin' I,ord save us against

that

-cowl-11,11;H.; yd tor- i, glad to cater to the ciiHisity
i ,) ot thy cr. sip, 1.'1' Malty year, ha, earnestly
owl-tided tor the ancient faith, hy making a few feidile re -

1. The case of' a woman being the pastor of a Baptist
church is no new thing among us. A w,inan was pastor of the

\\..st till years. She rc-
t,it-theil and 'parried a Rev. Mr. Turner, then the church called
1 t1ttli to the rastorate ;Ind they accepted as joint pastors.

2. This was the logical outcome of certain movements in
the Northern Baptist Convention. Soon of these movements
v,cr:•: Thu \V. M. 1 ._ the It Y. I'. the S. S. ,all of which
tilli wiiiii,211 to speak and pray publicly in mixed assemblies.

iii• It,S. I is not,‘ training wionen to speak in public, vven
off ryguiar :ti:unday evening sermon, and allowing them

to occupy the ptilpit These inovations il,i not tt,ttally come
through the church it, such, hut through organizations attach-
ed I the church. .1 Ii p''., steps llaVe hiliiO SilICC been taken ill

"R. territory id the Southern Baptist ( (invention. Prior to
Baptist v.,,111:11 in the South were, in tin' main, loyal to

the Scripturcs in ill's respect, but since then this here.,y ha.
ii creeping into the rani'. :•aintliern Ilapti,ts.
Nliirc than forty year, 1)r. J. Ii. I lawthorne preached a

seettion to his ilitirch in Atbinta on -I' \l'I. T111:. W()-
1‘.1 and that scrinon lies hefore Inc as 1 sprite In it 1)r.
flay. thitrue v.arite I agaiiist this innovation, and said:

"If through God's infinite mercy I am ever permitted to see
the face of the Apostle Paul. I shall feel that I owe him an
humble apolegy far having many times tried to believe, that
in some unaccountable way he had made a prodigious mistake,
and inflicted uron woman a cruel injustice in forbidding her to
speak in the church. My sympathies, my prejudices, and three-
fourths cf my read:ng and thinking have been on the woman's
side 0 this crtesCon. But the conflict is over. After a long
and painfil struggle I have made an “ncondtional surrender
to conscience, and Paul, and the Holy Ghost."

This has been my exticitience, nritti.dit no ill the tcrritite
to the Northern Baptist ( vtith no one even questi,a1-

ing the right of women to take men's places in the public meet-
ings, 1 studied what I reasonably could to defend this practice
until I was overwhelmed with biblical facts. Then I decided
would—regardless of the fear or favor of man—teach the

commandments of the Lord. Dr. T. T. Eaton, at one time my
beloved pastor, once stated in the Western Recorder that some
men, in attendance upon the Southern Baptist Convention,
tried to get into the \V. M. U. Convention, but were forbidden
entrance. Baptist women in those days were true to the Scrip-
tures. But alas! things have changed. Now the women insist
that men attend their meetings, and some even clamor to be
heard upon the floor of the S. B. Convention. Unless these
tendencies are checked we shall soon have women preaching
and pastoring Baptist churches in the South. Already some
are filling pulpits and "lecturing" and giving expositions of the
Scriptures, which is virtually Expository Preaching,

3. This is certainly removing the ancient landmarks which
our fathers have set (Prov. 22:28). Twenty-five years ago the
position I am now taking was the orphodox position of South-
ern Baptists, but now many regard me as a heretic because I
stand where Baptists stood for almost nineteen centuries. Mod-
yrili,ni seems to have such a hold upon some of our denomina-
ti,,nal leaders that they are willing to encourage the violation

Sent 'I provided this rebellion comes front those who
contrilituy money to the denominational program. Baptist
principles and Baptist precedents are certainly being scrapped
today, and who knows what the end will be? Already we are
caught in the grip of the greatest lawlessness America has cv-
er experienced. and yet false prophets are "crying peace,
peace; when there is no peace (Jer. 6:14; Isa. 48:221. Their
remedy for these fearful times seems to he "push, pep, pa-
geants, and programs," and many times these take the place
of the regular sermon on God's holy day. I thank my Lord
for the many thousands of Southern Baptist women who love
God, honor Christ, obey the Scriptures, build the home, raise
children, modestly dress, and are willing to fill the place God
55 alliS them to till. All honor to them.

4. So long as Baptists follow this trend they cannot con-
sistently assert their belief in an inerrant Bible, for that Bible
is too clear in its teaching on woman's public ministry to be
scrapped by our disobedience. Some of those who want to
transmute women at the expense of truth say there is but one
passage of Scripture that seems to conflict with their practice,
:old they do not understand that. I refer to 1 Cor. 14:34. But
app,o, it could lie shown that this is the only passage, would

that weaken the inspiration of the Bible? Does God have to
repeat his commands to make them more binding? But this
is not the only Scripture forbidding this modern transmuta-
Con of woinen. Space forbids a lengthy discussion here. but
owe—the Serpent, Adam and Eve were all concerned in the
tir•t transgression (Gen. 3:1-19). Each played a prominent
part. and the curse fell upon each differently.

(1) The Serpent. The curse upon the serpent was, that
he should crawl upon his belly, eat (lust, and hate and make
war 111)1,11 the posterity of the woman. No part of this penalty
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has yet been revoked. The snake still crawls as his only meth-

od of locomotion.

(2) The Man. The curse upon the man was, that the

ground was cursed for his sake, bringing forth thorns and

thistles; in the sweat of his face he should eat bread; he should

return to dust. No part of this penalty has been removed. The

earth produces "thorns and thistles," men go to their toil, and

at the end of life they die.

(3) The Woman. The curse upon the. woman was,. that

she would have pain and sorrow in child-bearing .and should

take a subordinate place under man. No one questions the

fact of pain in motherhood. We all agree that the law con-

cerning the curse remains in its every part, save one, and that

is that woman takes a subordinate place under man. Some

think this has been repealed. But where is the record of such

repeal? Christianity having a powerful influence upon wo-

man's elevation from heathenism and slavery, there would be

need of instructions just here lest she go too far in her new

liberty in Christ Jesus. Just such instructions were giv( n

the Holy Spirit through Paul and Peter. Both these men

had seen Christ, had been inspired by the Spirit, and certainly

knew the mind of Christ. What they say is the same as if

Christ had said it. This I believe with all my heart. Do you?

I believe the woman's sin was not as great as the man's sin.,

for she was deceived while he was not. But this fact doe,

not change God's law.

Here is the foundation of the New Testament teaching on

woman's public ministry. Much could If said, but I must limit

the discussion here. The Scripture says: "Let your women

keep silence in the churches: for it is not permitted unto them

to speak: but they are commanded to be under obedience, as

also saith the law" (1 Cbr 14:34). What law? The law I have

just discussed. This law was not for the Corinthian church

alone, for "churches" are named, and the episile was written to

that church and to "all that in every place call upon the name

of Jesus Christ our Lord" (1 Cot% 1 :2). Woman is to acknowl-

edge the headship of man because of the divine order in crea-

tion. "For Adam was first formed, than Eve." (1 Inn.

Man was created first, and therefore comes first in authority.

Certainly Adam and Eve were not the progenitors of the Cor-

inthians only, but of the human race. Hence this law concerns

all the race. Every woman who speaks and prays publicly ;n

the presence of men repudiates this order in her own creation.

Woman is also to take a subordinate place in authority because
of the order in transgression. "Adam was not deceived: but
the woman being deceived was in the transgression" (1 Tim 2:
14). She vas first in tht• transgression. and is required to ac-
knowledge that fact by allowing men tu do (he pnblic teach-

ing, praying and preaching. The Bible SIV, , and that add

lie the end of all controversy. "Now Paul says that when a
woman goes into a church and teaches or preaches in the pres-
ence of men, she reverses God's order and violates the laws of
her own nature and creation. 'I suffer not a woman to teach,
nor usurp authority over the man.' Teaching implies authority
over those who are taught, and as a woman has not, according
to God's economy, authority over man, she is not permitted to
stand up in public assembly and teach him"—Dr. J. B. Haw-
thorne.

"If any man think himself to be a prophet, or spiritual let
him ackuowledgmhat THE THINGS THAT I WRITE UNTO
YOU ARE THE COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD" (1 Cor.
14:37). Are men and women who place women in men's places in
the chu5ches willing to acknowledge Paul's writings are God's
commands? If not, then they should not be followed as the
chosen leaders in God's work. Paul says that the silence en-
joined upon women in the 34th verse is the COMMAND OF
THE LORD. Then every time a woman break's that "silence"
she violates a command of the Lord, and it is useless for her
to claim that she is being led of the Holy Spirit, for the Spirit

never dishonors Christ. Jesus says: "If any one loves me he

will keep my word (John 14:23). He also said: "And why

call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?"

(Luke 6:46). But some one says, it scents to be expedient for

women to some times exercise their gifts publicly though the

Bible forbids it generally. lizzah thought it expedient to

steady the ark, but he lost his life (1 Citron. 13:9, 10). Saul

thought it expedient to spare the best of the flocks and herds.

but he lost his kingdom. (1 Sam. 15:9-35). Both Uzza and

Saul followed their own reason instead of the plain command

of the Lord. "To obey is better than sacrifice * * rebellion

is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and

idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the Lord, he

hath rejected thee." (1 Sam 15:22, 23).

Women are forbidden to do four things publicly in mixed

assemblies, viz:

(1) Offer prayer in public. will therefore that the men

pray in every place" (I Tim. 2:81. "'The ine:'--as distinguish-

ed from the women, \vim were not to lead :1.1ic prayer in

the Hphesian church —Alfred Rowland, I t..". "

men'—rather as Greek, 'that the men,' as • • tied from

'the women' "--J. F. & B. Corn. "The p.-ayin:. ,)ken of is not

a mental act, but part of the public worship Gi church, and

is therefore limited to the men"—The Popular Commentary.

"'Every place'--Greek, 'in every place,' viz., of public prayer"

—J. F. B. Corn. Su Broadus Eaton, etc.

(2) Teach publicly in mixed assemblies. "I suffer not

a uvomilami to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man- (1

Tim. 2:11, 12). .....he reference is still to public assemblies.

where women were not to teach"—Alfred Rowland... '•:-The

might teach, but not in public (Acts 18 :26)"—J. F. B. Corn.

(3) Speak publicly in mixed assemblies. "It is not permit-

ted unto them to speak," "for it is a shame for a woman to

speak in the church" (1 Cor. 14:34, 35). "As in all church as-

semblies of the saints, your women ought to be silent in the

church assetublies"—Meyer. "Women are debarred by the

apostle from speaking in church assemblies"—The Pulpit Corn.
(4) Exercising authority over man. "Nor usurp authority

over man" (1 Tim. 2:13). Woman was placed under authority
because she was second in creation, and first in transgression.
God says so.

As long as snakes crawl, and men go to their toil, and the
earth produces thorns and thistles, and women have pain in
motherhood, and the human race die, I shall continue to be-
lieve that God's law prohibiting women from speaking, pray-
ing, and preaching publicly in mixed assemblies is in force.

NOTE CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Please ncte that the street address of the Baptist Exami-

ner has been changed. It is now 4758 Winchester Avenue.

WANTED
Men and women to represent a large book and Bible pub-

lishing house in the sale of standard religious and educational
books and a complete line of Bibles. If you will sign up for
one hundred and twenty days of eight hours each, the company
will give you a guarantee cf three dollars per day, which is to
be made up, if necessary, at the end of the one hundred and
twenty days. During this period you get forty per cent profit
on all ycu sell. Then at the end, if you have not made $360,
the company pays you the difference. Extra time is allowed
to make up lost time. Write us today if you are interes•ed.
We also have a 75 day summer contract for college men and

teachers guaranteeing three dollars a day. And for college wo-
men we have a 72-day summer contract guaranteeing two dol-
lars a day. We are now signing up college students so that they
may have time to prepare before summer. This enables those
who work to make good money. We have a special propcsition
with increased pay for those who will act as student managers.


