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tisbila ring World War I a Salva-EON- AllnY Lassie was servingI;;se dittY, dog-tired, hungry andtri IT 
soldiers with coffee. Shethed to cheer them by telling5isi b !IA that they were helping to

, nila a
tsl` ell new world. One of thessid°Ws, as he gulped his coffee,"No, lassie, you are allsaig---we are not building a newd, we are tearing up the old

he. 1
t • f a new world is ever built,
od1 

w.111 
have to be built by theof the Cross."

61'
what a truth that is! We have,

jou 
4t fckight the most devastating441 n1 the 

history of the world.' We left Christ out of it all.i $ killting in our vaunted might
but 

ad DoWer, we felt no need ofi11,
 
 linci went on as a nation to- 
drink,  commit adultery, playtclia,sand gamble while American‘‘soritinued on page four)

Devoted to Evangelism, Mis-
sions and Bible Doctrines.

The Baptist Examiner
The Paper With a National Circulation

"Go ye into all the world

and preach the Gospel!"

"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them." (lsa. 8:20).
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Another Puzzling Question As ToWhetuer One Can Know If He Is Saved
ROY MASON
Tampa, Florida

We deal with this question be-i.
1
anse we have recently been ques-410 along this line. Some de-that one can surely know.atdshell Baptists do this. Ad-l'e
ntists—soine of them take the'&•0 Position, and numerous111S-4 the same. Moreover many
"essing Christians are muchdoubt ss this matter.
trrors Back Behind Doubt

On This Question
Several 

things make for doubtwtisd uncertainty on this matter ofaol. ether one is really saved orkihz „We 
mention some of these

jhe idea that "holding out
ti1Partly determines des-hose who have this ideasCDP,Be that one must wait untilnal end for it to be perfectly
.11t. they they have really heldss'nna makes salvation dependeff`ne final analysis, on human"t. and is a denial that sal-

to WORLD 
NEEDSill JESUS

teu

vation is purely "by grace
through faith."
The idea that salvation is based

purely on "feelings.' Or rather
that assurance is based on feel-
ings. Some persons judge that
they were saved because they had
'a wonderful emotional experience
— but when later on they get
down into the "dumps" about
something, they suppose that
their salvation is gone.

How Then Can One Know,
Or Can They?

They certainly can. The first
thing to be taken into considera-
tion is the true nature and basis

of salvation.
Salvation is based on the aton-

ing death of Christ for our sins.
His death completely pays our sin
debt. We merely appropriate it by
personal faith. It is not then a
matter of what we do—but what
Christ has done.

As to nature — salvation is an
everlasting thing. Any salvation
that is less than this is not real
salvation at all. When Jesus said

"I give unto them eternal life"
His words defined the nature of
salvation.

(Continued on page four)

When Ingersoll
Bowed To Christ

By A. T. Pierson

On one occasion the infidel In-
gersoll was to lecture on "The
Foundations of the Christian
Faith." There was living in the
same city a former schoolmate
who had started upon the legal
profession with great promise,
married a lovely woman, and was
the father of two children. Drink
had dragged him down so low
that it ruined his home, broke the
heart of his wife, sent his chil-
dren into the street, and lost him
his good name, character and
friends.
Found one night lying drunk

in an alley, he was taken to a
home, washed, fed and put to
bed by a Christian worker who
besought him to change his course
. . . God's grace transformed him
into a sober Christian. He rebuilt
his shattered home, brought back
his children from the streets, re-
stored the roses to his wife's
cheeks, and attained again to re-.
spectability in his calling. Read-
ing in the newspapers the notice
of Ingersoll's lecture, he wrote
him the following letter:
"My Dear Old Friend, I see that

tonight you are to deliver a lec-
ture against Christianity and the
Bible. Perhaps you know some of
my history since we parted. I dis-
graced my home and family, lost
my character and all that a man
can hold dear in this world. You
may know that I went down and
down until I was a poor despised
outcast, and when I thought there
was none to help me and none
to save, there came one in the
Name of Jesus who told me of
His power to help, of His loving-
kindness and tender sympathy,
and through the story of the
Cross of Christ I turned to Him.
I brought my wife back to my
home, and gathered my children
together again, and we are happy
now, and I am doing what good
can.

"And now, old friend, would you
stand tonight before the people
of Pittsburgh, and tell them what
you have to say against the re-
ligion that will come down to the
lowest depths of hell and find me
and help me up and make my life

(Continued On Page Four)

Mused Uncle Mose
Still, on de udder han', some

fo'ks t'ink dat ef'n dey don' claim
to do right, hit give 'em a right
to do wrong.
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Unto A Perfect Man
It seems to me
That from the direst wrecks of human life
God builds the noblest temples for Himself:
It is a strange grand thought; He bids us pass
Through deepest shades with all our hopes laid low,
Or through such weary days and nights of pain
As seem to separate these lives of ours
From other lives, until we find ourselves
Without desire for anything on earth,
Or joy in that which once we counted dear;
He breaks the ties which bound us heart to heart
With all we love, and when at last we lie
Low at His feet, and only see His face,
And only feel the love on which no change
Can ever breathe—the patient, deathless love
Which could not leave us to the life we chose
Far off from Him, but led our wandering feet
By such strange ways as these, to find our rest
Beyond all change, beyond life's troubled dreams—
He takes our hands, and lays in them His gifts;
Our hopes, and sets them on Himself alone;
Our empty hearts, and fills them with His power:
Then sees in us some likeness to Himself.

—Ephesians 4:13—Author Unknown

--

A Scriptural And Helpful Study On
The Work Of The Holy Spirit

By A. M. HAWLEY,
Murray, Ky.

The transcending grace of God
is the glorious subject of the
everlasting gospel. That grace is
revealed in it, proclaimed by the
preaching of it. The gospel of
salvation is accompanied by the
Holy Spirit, with life and light to
the elect sinners, and made the
power of God unto salvation. By
it they hear Christ's voice, John
5:25, see His glory, behold hew
He loved them, received Him
into their hearts, and live by
faith in the Son of God. So says
the apostle: "But God who is rich
in mercy, for His great love
wherewith He loved us, even when
we were dead in sins, hath quick-
ened us together with Christ, (by
grace are ye saved."—Ephe. 2:4-5.
The Holy Spirit having as the

spirit of life quickened the elect
with spiritual life in their souls,
and gives them to see, know, and
understand the fountain from
whence all flow. He opens, ex-
plains, and applies with Divine
owes to the mind what Paul,

speaking of himself and Timothy,
bath declared, "Who hath saved
t p and called us, with an holy
calling, not according to works.

MOND.MN.- ••• 

The First Baptist Pulpit I

"A Young Man Who Went
(Read Luke 15:11-32)

There is an old adage which de-
clares that "familiarity breeds
contempt." Possibly this is true
nn most every phase of life."

However, it should not be true

with the child of God in connec-

tion with His Word. Regardless

of how familiar a passage of

scripture may be, no child of God

should ever tire of the study of

it.
This portion of God's Word is

surely one of the old old familiar
scriptures. It is the story of sin,
its consequences, and the turning
of a sinner back to God. And
even though it may be familiar,
it is my prayer that we shall
study it carefully and from it I
trust that we shall learn some
lessons which shall be for our
spiritual edification.

Wrong
„

THIS YOUNG MAN WAS
POSSESSED OF A SINFUL
NATURE. At least two scrip-
tures indicate this to be true.
These two scriptures are verses
24 and 32, which read, "My son
was dead, and is alive again; he
was lost and is found." Two
words in each of these texts in-
dicate the spiritual status of this

(Continued on Page Two)

but according to His own purpose
and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world
began.",—I Tim. 1:9.
The Holy Spirit, agreably to

His office in the covenant of
grace, is pleased to take the
things of Christ and to show or
make them manifest. He leads
poor, awakened sinners to "behold
the Lamb of God," and at the
sight of Him, as set forth in the
Word, and testified of by the
Spirit therein, they see salvation,
a thing that they cannot forbear
individualy, and break out ex-
claiming, "Behold, God is my sal-
vation; I will trust and not be
afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is
my strength and my song; He
also is become my salvation."—
Isa. 12:2. They can do nothing
else who esteem Christ as the au-
thor and finisher of their salva-
tion.—Hebrews 12:2.
Now, let us notice John 16:7-11.

There are only two things that
convict men of their sins in
heathen lands, and this is con-

(Continued On Page Four)

"SHAME ON YOU"
We occasionally hear a song by

that name on the radio. It sorta
seems to me it could be sung to
most of us Baptists.
The other day I ran across a

mimeographed circular from the
RAINBOW HEALING REVI-
VAL, Los Angeles, offering to
send a HEALING HANDKER-
CHIEF, on which Evangelist -Ald-
ridge ' Plunkett had laid hands,
and which according to many tes-
timonies had healed all sorts of
diseases.
Then in Ashland, Ky., I saw a

nice looking young woman hand-
ing out (for a price) "Watch-
tower," the publication of the
Russellites.

If God's people, the Baptists,
would work as hard as the Devil's
people—fine! SHAME, SHAME
ON US! — Missionary Baptist
News.
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A YOUNG MAN

(Continued from page two)
young man. The words are:
"dead" and "lost." These words
are meaningless and valueless if
they do not indicate that this
young man was possessed of a
sinful nature.

Throughout all the Word of
God we are told that every indi-
vidual is just like this young man
in that everyone is the possessor
of a sinful nature. When Paul
wrote to the Christians of Ephe-
sus he reminded them that before
they were saved, that they were
possessors of such a sinful nature,
for he said:

"And you hath he quickened,
who were dead in trespasses and
sins."—Eph. 2:1.

Well, that which was true of
this young .man and of the Ephe-
sian Christians is true of every
Christian today. Every Chris-
tian before he was saved pos-
sessed only a sinful nature, just
like every unsaved person today
is the possessor of only the nature
that inclines toward sin.

It is the nature of a rattlesnake
to coil, rattle and strike. It is the
nature of a bee to sting. It is the
nature of a weasel to kill and
then suck the blood of its prey.
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Richmond, Maine.

My Dear Bro. John:

My testimony is that I thank

Jesus for His blood that saves my

soul.
And I thank Jesus for Bro.

John. Am enclosing $1.00.
ELD. R. A. TRUEWORTHY.

Fort Lawton, Wash.

Dear Bro. John:

I was so glad to see you while

I was in Ashland. I deeply ap-

preciate your affection for me

and I can truly say my admira-
tion for you is equal to your af-

fection for me. I truly wish I

had the "guts" to stand up for

Divine Truth as you do and then

brains enough to back up my con-

tentions logically as you do.

WM. T. PELPHREY,
Chaplain (1st Lt.) U. S. A.

February 29, 1946.

Dear Brother Gilpin:

E will send you ten dollars

($10) to help out on your work.

MRS. TENNIE BEEMAN.

Florence, Ky.

It is the nature of the eagle to

devour. In like measure, it is the

nature of the sinner to sin. It

would be as impossible for a sin-

ner to change his nature as it

would for a rattlesnake, a bee, a

weasel, or an eagle to change its

nature. The sinner possesses a

sinful nature and that nature na-

turally manifests itself in sin.

Some who are saved but per-

haps have not been taught so well

concerning God's Word, wonder

why it is that the unsaved are not

interested in the Bible, in church

going, and in prayer. Well, be-

loved, the answer is not hard to

find. It isn't the sinner's nature

to go to church. Neither is it his

nature •to pray, nor to read the

Husks Or Manna?

"The world is going to the dogs," you say!

And how, may I ask, da you know?

"Well, I read the papers with relish each day,

I'm sure what they say must be so!"

The paper each morning is brimming with cri
me;

Each evening it's more of the same.

I know that the world's getting worse all the time,

And evil is running the game.

"My nerves are all shot; I am weary and worn;

And nothing goes right any more.

I salemnly wish I had never been born—

My life's such a bothersome bore."

My friend, if each morning when first you arise

The Bible you'll quietly read,

You'll find that rich wisdom and light it supplies,

And strength for your every need.

In God's revelation we certainly find

That He has eternal contral.

Learn that and have calm in your turbulent mind.

And peace in your questioning soul.

If we feed on the husks of the world we may know

'Tis naught but distress they afford.

But rivers of joy increasingly flow

As we feed fram God's Holy Word.

—A. M. OVERTON

Bible. These things are contrary
to his nature. Possibly the one
verse which describes the nature
of the sinner as well as any other,
is found in the words of Jesus
when He said:
"And this is the condemnation,

that light is come into the world,
and men loved darkness rather
than light, because their deeds
were evil."—John 3:19.
I remind you again, beloved,

that this young man who was
"dead" and "lost" thus possessed
a sinful nature, and as such, rep-
resents perfectly each of Adam's
fallen descendants.

IL
THIS YOUNG MAN'S NA-

TURE BEING SINFUL, LED
HIM AWAY. Because of that
sinful nature, he asked for a
division of his father's estate and
left home. We read:
"And not many days after the

younger son gathered all together,
and took his journey into a far
country and there wasted his sub-
stance with riotous living. But as
soon as this thy son was come.
which hath devoured thy living
with harlots, thou hast killed for
him the fatted calf."—Luke 15:13,
30.
Thus, in a far country he lived

riotously, and in profligate sin.
Of course, he lived according to
his nature, and which nature thus
led him farther and farther from
home.
This is surely true of every un-

saved person in that no man gets
better, but rather gets worse as
the days come and go. Every un-
saved person who is here today is
worse off today and is farther
from God than he was yesterday.
He is farther from God than he
was this time last Sunday, and
still farther from God than he
was a year ago. That sinful na-
ture of which each of us are pos-
sessors, leads the unsaved farther
and farther from God as the days
pass by.

This reminds me of the story
of the old McGuffey Reader rela-
tive to the camel who little by
little crowded his master out of
the tent. On a cold wintry eve-
ning he pushed his nose into the
tent door and asked that he
merely warm his nose inside the
tent. When this permission was
granted, he then asked that he
might put •his head all the way
inside. Then later he asked per-
mission to push his neck in,
and finally his fore-feet and ulti-
mately asked if he might come in
entirely. When he was comfort-
ably inside the tent and his mas-

ter began to complain because he

himself was made uncomfortable

by the presence of the camel, the
camel replied that he was quite
comfortable and if the master

were not, the master himself

would have to seek a shelter else-

where. Thus it is with sin. Lit-
tle by little sin crowds into one's
life and leads one farther from

God.
Just as this young man's sinful

naturb lead him from home to

live a life of sin, so the nature of

everyone of Adam's fallen de-
scendants leads him farther and

farther away from God.
III

THE SINFUL NATURE OF

THIS YOUNG MAN LED HIM

TO SUFFER. Listen:

"And when he had spent all,

there arose a mighty famine in

that land; and he began to be in

want. And he went and joined

himself to a citizen of that coun-
try; and he sent him into his

fields to feed swine. And he

would fain have filled his belly

with the husks that the swine did

eat; and no man gave unto him."

—Luke 16:14-16.

In this far away land, miles
and miles removed from his old
home, he did not find the joy nor
the satisfaction which he antici-

ONLY A DOG

Probably some of us often feel like the meditative

Hollander, who delivered the following monologue to

his dog:

"You vas only a dog, but I vish I vas you. Ven

you go to bed, you shust turn around dree times

and lie down; ven I go to bed, I have to lock ub de

place and vind up de clock and put out de cat and

undress myself, and my vife vakes up and scolds

me and de de baby vakes up and cries and I haf

to valk him de house around and den maybe I get

myself to bed in time to get up again.

Ven you get up you shust stretch yourself, dig

your neck a liddle, and you vas up. I haf to light

de fire, put on de kiddie, scrap some vit my vife

and get myself some breakfast. You lays round

and have plenty of fun all day. I haf to work all
day and haf plenty of drulable. Ven you die, you
vas dead. Ven I die, I haf to go somewhere again.

pated. Instead, he soon found

himself wanting as to money.

His fine clothing soon was in tat-

ters and rags. His erstwhile

friends forsook him. His com-

panions of sin deserted him.

Soon he actually came to the

place of physical hunger, so much

so that he suffered. I can see

him now as he stood beside the

pig sty and wished that he him-

self were a hog. He was suffer-

ing so with hunger that he would

gladly have exchanged places

with the swine that he was feed-

ing. Surely in this experience we

can see that sin leads to suffering
in view of the fact that this young
man suffered so much that he
wished that he himself were a
hog.

No one can see him standing by
this pig pen, envious of the pigs
and wishing that he might have

the husks to eat that they were
chewing upon, without realizing
that sin causes one to suffer.

Yet, this is nothing new, for over
and over again in the Word of

God sin is presented to us as
that which produces suffering.

Notice these Scriptures taken

from the Word of God if you

would see that one can never sin

without having to suffer as well.

Listen:

"The way of transgressors is
hard."—Prov. 13:15.

"Be not deceived; God is not
mocked; for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.
For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption;
but he that soweth to the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap life ever-

lasting."—Gal. 6:7, 8 .

"And be sure your sin will find

you out."—Numbers 32:23.

This is true of every sin. No-
tice that the Word of God shows

it to be true of the sin of adultery.

"For the lips of a strange
woman drop as an honeycomb,
and her mouth is smoother than
oil: But her end is bitter as
wormwood, sharp as a twoedged
sword. Her feet go down to
death; her steps take hold on hell.
Lest thou shouldest ponder the
path of life, her ways are move-
able, that thou cant not know
them. Hear me now therefore, 0
ye children, and depart not from
the words of my mouth. Remove
thy way from her and come not
nigh the door of her house."--
Prov. 5:3-8.

"For the commandment is a
lamp; and the law is light; and
reproofs of instruction are the
way of life: To keep thee from

the evil woman, from the flattery
of the tongue of a strange woman.

Lust not after her beauty in thine

heart; neither let her take thee

with her eyelids. For by means

of a whorish woman a mar
brought to a piece of bread:
the adulteress will hunt for
precious life. Can a man
fire in his bosom, 'and his cl

not be burned? Can one go°
hot coals, and his feet not
burned."—Prov. 6:23-'2.

"With her much fair speec

caused him to yield, with the
tering of her lips she forced
He goeth after her straig
as an ox goeth to the slaug
or as a fool to the correctio°

the stocks; Her house is the

to hell, going down to the
hers of death."—Prov, 7:21,

27.

"For she sitteth at the d
her house, on a seat in the
places of the city, to call
sengers who go right on

ways: Whoso is simple, let

turn in hither: and as for
that wanteth understanding,
saith to him, Stolen waters

sweet, and bread eaten in
is pleasant. But he knowetb

that the dead are there, and
her guests are in the dept
hell."—Prov. 9:14-18.

It is also true of the si

drinking.

"Who hath woe? who hath

row? who hath contentions.;

hath ibalibling who hath vir
without cause? who hath re

of eyes? They that tarry I

the wine; they that go to

mixed wine. Look not thou

the wine when it is red, vih

giveth his colour in the cup,

it moveth itself aright. At

last it biteth like a serPelt
stingeth like an adder?—Pror

29-32.

Sometime ago I visite4

philletic ward in a large I

tion. As I passed down the

ridors and observed row 
after

of patients, each suffering_l

result of social sin, I Ilea"
doctor who accompanied me'

of the condition of each

inmates, and II noticed
larly that the suffering

of these came about as a

of sin. I look back upon th

perience of human miser!

suffering with the full r
eal'

that sin and suffering are

together and that one caull

divorced from the other.

Just as this young 1110

possessed of a sinful nature'

as that nature led him awsi

caused him to suffer, so

Adam's descendents posset5)

sinful nature which leads

dividual farther and farther

from God and which brin

suffering as a result the:4

IV

THERE'S A VERY DEC

CONTRAST TO THIS SIN

(Continued On Page Th
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A Sign Of This Closing Age
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(Read II Timothy 3:1-5)
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YOUNG

(Continued from page two)uPPERING IN THAT THIS
'°I)IGAL RETURNED HOME.he stood beside the hog pen,°Inking 

of his father's hired ser-arlts, he said to himself:
"I will arise and go to myther, and will say unto him,}lather, I have sinned against
avea and before thee, And am
In'e're worthy to be called thy
Inake me as one of thy hired

,cants."—Luke 15:18, 19.
any folk think that this young

ttil was saved when he made

sin Z ,SolutionI do not think 
. 'hen he was willing to take'ye Position of a hired servant.
1:1 know a hired servant works
it. what he gets. He has noth-Zk11,g s.except that for which he
li Well God does not save
aa:v'e on this basis. He does not
Volk because of their works.th-t.yaaes not save people because

aki "111re out" to Him. Instead,tv vation is a free gift. How-
tIvet' I do think that it was at4113 tim 

ta
e that repeniace came

he tills Young man's heart, in thatoad ind completely changed his.q
fath' 8S to sin, self, and his
vvithet, and so he started home

l'ePentance working within- Soul.
It ith,f rather conspicuous thatthat a;ther saw him, but, of course,

I tbe expected. Somehow,*al-1:e in mind that the old father
‘‘c(i uP to the top of the hill

MAN WHO WENT each morning and looked out
away from home just hoping and
expecting that possibly his son
might be coming home. The
Word of God does not state, but
I rather have in mind that each
day he thus looked for his son,
hoping to see him returning home.
On this particular day he was
rewarded in that he saw his son
coming home.
Of course, the father in this

story represents God the Father,
which would tell us how that God
sees us. As the father saw his
son returning, so God sees us.
There's never an hour of any day
that He does not see us. Listen:
Thou God sees me." — Gen. 16:

13.
"Whither shall I go from thy

spirit, or whither shall I flee from
thy presence? If I ascend up
into heaven, thou art there: if I
make my bed in hell, behold, thou
art there; if I take wings of the
morning, and dwell in the utter-
most parts of the sea, Even there
shall thy hand lead me, and thy
right hand shall hold me."—Psa.
139:7-10.

"Can any hide himself in secret
places that I shall not see him?
saith the Lord. Do' not I fill
heaven and earth? saith the
Lord."—Jer. 23:24.

Some few years ago s was driv-

ing near Falmouth, Kentucky, and

saw a road-side sign advertising

a garage, and on it were these

words: "We never sleep." Of
course, this was not exactly true,

though it manifested the fact that

PALESTINE AND TOBACCO

In Palestine the tobacco output from plantations
and factories has expanded steadily. Last year it
attained the record figure of 1,500 tons, of which
nearly 1,400 tons were cigarettes. Thbacco is a
strange 

Crop to find in the land which God has
Promised will flow with milk and honey. DrasticChanges lie ahead for Palestine when Christ will
return and set up His throne in Jerusalem. —
Prophetic News.
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this garage was open for service
and business twenty-four hours
out of the day. Yet, this is actu-
ally true of God, for God does not
sleep. God sees us every hour of
the day. He is always on the
alert. He is always wakeful and
watchful and observant of each
of us. The Word of God em-
phatically states that "He that
keepeth Israel, neither slumbers
nor sleeps."
Not only did the father see him,

but on seeing him, he ran toward
him. Naturally the old father was
excited over the approach of his
son, and he ran to meet him.
What a wonderful picture this
presents to us of God, for this is
the only time in the Bible that
God is pictured as being in a
hurry. Nothing of this life ever
excites the Father. Modern in-
ventions never cause any excite-
ment. Radios, airplanes, and even
the atomic bomb are passed by
unnoticed by God. That which we
term as accidents and calamities
here in this life, cause no com-
motion in Heaven. Yet, when a
sinner is turning from sin to be
saved, the Word of God pictures
the Father as being in a hurry.

It is rather conspicuous that
the Word of God tells us that
the father had compassion upon
this wayward son. Of course, he
remembered how his son had gone
away. He remembered the haugh-
ty air that had characterized him
when he left home. He recalled
the fine clothes and the money
that he possessed then. And I
imagine now there was a very de-
cided contrasct in his appearance.
Instead of his good clothes, there
were rags. Doubtlessly he was
hungry. Ill clothed, penniless,
and his flesh soiled, still the
father had compassion on him.
He did not chide him because of
his filth. He did not blame him
'because he had lost his money.
He did not censor him because his
clothes were 'hanging in tatters
and tears. Instead, loving him,
the father had compassion on
him.

Yet is not this just like God,
for to be sure God always is com-
passionate and loving and merci-
ful and tender toward each re-
turning sinner. In fact, God
would not be God otherwise.
Listen:
"For God so loved the world,

that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have
everlasting life."—John 3:16.
"But God commended his love

toward us, in that. while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us."—
Rom. 5:8.
Then we are told that the father

clothed this son. He immediately
commanded that clothes be pro-
cured for him, and not just ordi-
nary clothes, but rather, he said,
"Bring forth the best robe and
put it on him." And what is the
meaning of this "best robe?"
When Adam sinned whereby each
of us became depraved human
beings, Adam lost his perfect hu-
man righteousness and thereby
each of us have lost our right-
eousnes too. Since that time, all
of us have been clothed in the
rags of our own filthy self-right-
eousness. Listen:
"And all our righteousnesses

are as filthy rags."—Isa. 64:6.
In view of this, then surely

our own self-righteousnes —dirty
and filthy as it is, could never be
represented by the terminology
that the father used—namely, the
"best robe." Even if an angel or
an innumerable multitude of the
heavenly host had been sacrificed,
they could never have produced a
robe of righteousness for us that
might be termed the "best robe."
Yet, this robe which belongs to
each Christian is the robe of
Christ's righteousness whereby
each one is clothed the moment

he turns to God. The old song
expresses it thus when we sing:

"My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus blood and righteous-

ness;
I dare not trust the sweetest

frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus'

name."
When Paul wrote to the church

at Corinth, he expressed the same
truth in that he said:
"For he hath made him who

knew no sin, to be sin for us; that
we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in him."—II Cor.
5:21.

Here's a verse that tells us that
all •of our ',sins were laid on
Jesus, and in turn, that His
righteousness is placed on us. In
other words, God treated Jesus
like we ought to have been
treated, and now he treats us
like Jesus should have been
treated. Accordingly, we have
been, and are now clothed in His
righteousness.

It is thus that the father
clothed this wayward son. The
"best robe" symbolizes the robe
of Christ's righteousnes whereby
each individual is robed in the
hour that he turns from sin to
the saviour.

Then, too, the father put shoes
on his feet. Certainly since he
was his son, it was necessary that
he be provided with shoes.

What a wonderful picture this
brings to us as to our salvation.
If we are going to walk in this
world, we are going to meet with
temptations, difficulties, tr ou
bles and many heartaches. It is
necessary that we be prepared
for them. Just as the father
gave shoes to this wayward son,
so God the Father places upon
us the shoes of our salvation that
we might be able to journey
through the obstacles of this sin-
ful world.

In this respect, I am reminded
of the children of Israel when
they came out of Egypt to Ca-
naan. You understand that Egypt
represents the world, while Ca-
naan is typical of Heaven, and
at the same time, the wilderness
wanderings symbolizes our expe-
riences in grace from the time
we are saved until we get to
Heaven. God put shoes on the
feet of these Jews which lasted
them all the way to Canaan.
They never wore out for forty
years, but rather lasted until the
Promised Land was reached.
This would tell us that whenever
God saves one that as long as
he walks in this world until he
gets to heaven, that a provision
is made whereby the individual's
salvation continues and lasts until
the heavenly kingdom is reached.

This would tell us that whenever
God saves one that as long as he
walks in this world until he gets
to heaven, that a provision is
made whereby the individual's
salvation continues and lasts until
the heavenly kingdom is reached.
And even this does not exhaust

the story of grace, for the record
tells us that the father made a
feast for this son. It is rather
significant that we read "they
began to be merry." There is hot
one word said about the feast
coming to an end or the merri-
ment ceasing. It is very much
unlike the experience 'of the
young man previously. When he
went away from home, he went
away for riotous living. His hap-
piness and merriment began, but
when you see him standing be-
side the hog pen wishing that he
himself were a hog, you know
that his happiness had come to
an end. Not so in regard to the
feast which the father made.
Concerning it we read there was
not an end.
And surely this is true of each

individual who comes to the Lord
Jesus. In that day there begins
a feast and a fellowship which
the sinner has never known be-
fore, and which never comes to
an end, but rather, grows sweeter
and dearer with each passing day
and week and month and year.

In Closing
Now after having studied hur-

riedly this portion of God's
Word, let us gather up a few
ends, and ere we leave the house
of God, may we remember that
it was his sinful nature which
led him away from home and
into sorrow, and that the only
happiness that came to him was
when he came home repenting.
In like measure, may you re-
member today that this sinful na-
ture which you inherited which
has been yours since the day of
Adam, has led you farther from
God, and will continue to do so
until it brings untold sorrow into
your life. The only happiness
that will ever be yours is that
which you will find when you
turn back to God, and like this
young man get right with him.
In this, may we ask: And how

can one be right with God today?
There is only one way and that
is through the Lord Jesus who
died for our sins. Listen:
"I am the door: by me if any

man enter in, he shall be saved,
and shall go in and out, and find
pasture."—John 10:9.
"I am the way, the truth, and

the life; no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me."—John 14:6.
May God bless you and may

you receive now as your own per-
sonal Saviour, Him who died for
you.

His Will Is Best
Fainting and footsore on life's road,

No sun nor star to cheer;
When crushed beneath the cruel load,

I thought His will severe.

When faith rebuked my unbelief,
And Jesus by me stood;

I felt the Spirit's sweet relief,
And said, His will is good.

As I look back life's pilgrim way,
And sweetly in Him rest;

With loving confidence I say,
I know His will is best.

To walk by faith and not by sight,
Hence may my purpose be;

To do His will be my delight,
Until His face I see.



IF YOU ARE AS POOR AS JOB, TRY TO I3E AS PATIENT AS HE.

PAGE FOUR THE BAPTIST EXAMINER

DEFEATED

After an infidel had concluded
a lecture in a village in England,
he challenged those present to
discussion. Who should accept
the challenge but an old, bent
woman, in antiquated attire, who
went up to the lecturer and said:
"Sir, I have a question to put

to you."
"Well, my good woman, what

is it?"

"Ten years ago," she said, "I
was left a widow, with eight chil-
dren utterly unprovided for, and
nothing to call my own .but this
Bible. By its direction, and look-
ing to God for strength, I have
been enabled to feed myself and
family. I am now tottering to the
grave; but I am perfectly happy,
because I look forward to a life
of immortality with Jesus. That's
what my religion has done for me.
What has your way of thinking
done for you?"

"Well, my good lady," rejoined
the lecturer, "I don't want to dis-
turb your comfort; but —"
"Oh, that's not the question,"

said she; "keep to the point, sir.
What has your way of thinking
done for you?"

The infidel endeavored to shirk
the matter again; the meeting
gave vent to uproarious applause,
and the champion had to go away
discomfited by an old woman. —
Gospel Banner.

INGERSOLL

(Continued from page 'ane)
happy and clothe my children and
give me back my home and
friends — will you tell them what
you have to say against a religion
like that?"

Mr. Ingersoll read the letter
before his audience, and he said:
"Ladies and gentlemen, I have
nothing to say against a religion
that will do this for a man. I
am here to talk about a religion
that is •being preached by the
preachers. You can find fault
with the church, but there stands
One supreme, and no man has
ever dared to point his finger at
the character of Christ and find
any fault with Him."

Ms\
CAN ONE KNOW?

(Continued from page .1nel
What Then Should Furnish

Us Assurance?

The definite knowledge that we
have fully accepted what Christ
did in dying for us. (See Acts
13:39). If after we know that we
have trusted what Christ has
done, we doubt — what or who
do we doubt?
The Word of God:
Acts 16:32 says, "Believe on

the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved." Is that so or not
so? If one believes are they
saved? If they are not — then
of what value is the Word of
God?
Read also I John 5:13 (in Re-

vised Version if possible).
Read also John 3:36 and 5:24

and 6:47 and Acts 10:43.
Changed attitude towards the

people of God. See I John 3:14

4-

R. V.
Through the inner witness of

the Spirit of God. See Rom. 8:
16. What is the witness or testi-
mony of the Spirit? A good hiht
as to the right answer is found
in Gal. 4:6.

Supplemental Evidences

Changed attitude and desires
and outlook and ambitions. When
Christ is taken into the life, He
simply 'brings about some changes
and these are bound to become
noticeable.
Answered prayer. Every indis-

putable answer to prayer is an
indication that one is a child of
God.
Inner-peace. — joy in serving

and worshipping God — sense of
communion with Him. These in-
ner experiences may — and will
vary greatly with different per-
sons, yet they are important wit-
nesses as one goes along in the
Christian life.

Via
A SCRIPTURAL STUDY

(Continued from page one)
science on the inside, and God's
creative works on the outside.
Rom. 1:19-20, "Because that
which may be known of God is
manifest in them; for God hath
shewed it unto them. For the
invisible things of him from the
creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the
things that are made, even his
external power and Godhead; so
that they are without excuse."
Now, back to John 16. How
could the Holy Spirit convict the
world of that which they did not
know anything about Now, lis-
ten, "Because they believe not on
me," Christ has to be made known
to them before the Holy Spirit
can convict them of that sin.
The Holy Spirit is in the world,
but Ile does not convict the world
of the sin of rejecting Him, until
the gospel is preached unto
them.

Before the Lord Jesus left His
disciples, He declared, "And I will
pray the Father, and he shall give
you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you forever."—
John 14:16. This Comforter was
to be the teacher of God's saints,
giving to them the Holy Scrip-
tures, opening them to their un-
derstanding, applying them to
their hearts, and supplying all
:their needs. Yet, how Mae does
God's people realize the precious-
ness of this gift! How scant is
the honor, praise, and worship
given to Him!

The mission of the Spirit in the
earth is to bring and apply to
the souls of God's elect that great
and glorious redemption which
was wrought out and purchased
for them by the Incarnate Son of
God. "Salvation is of the Lord."
—Jonah 2:9. It is entirely so
from the 'beginning to the end.
The Father purposed, planned,
and provided it. The Son pro-
cured and secured it. The Holy
Spirit imparts it. Faith per-
ceives, understands and enjoys it.
But faith is neither a faculty nor
an act of the natural man. It is
is the result of the operation of
God. Col. 2:12, "Buried with Him
in baptism, wherein also ye are

ATHEIST, HYPOCRITE, CHRISTIAN

An atheist has a reason, but no hope for
his reason. A hypocrite has a home, but no
reason for his hope. A Christian has a reason
for his hope and a hope for his reason. —
Copied.

Our Debt
Last week through oversight,

We failed to make a report as to
aur debt. We are happy to say
that it has now been reduced
to $1060.0O, as follows:

Debt last report 81075.00
A. Louisa, Kentucky friend $10.00
P. B. Dirks, Arlington, Wash.

$5.00

risen with Him through the faith
of the operation of God."
Faith is one of the senses of

the new man. As the physical
man has his five senses, so has
the new man his senses. That
new man who is created. Not
made over but created, made
anew by the Spirit, and is Spirit.
Ephe. 2:10, "Created in Christ
Jesus unto good works." John
3:6, "That which is born of Spirit
is Spirit, and that which is born
of the flesh is flesh." It never
is anything while it lives but
flesh.
The new man has eyes which

discern that which the natural
man cannot see. I Cor. 2:14,
"But the natural man receiveth
not the things of God; for they
are foolishness unto him; neither
can he know them, for they are
spiritually discerned." The new
man has ears to hear that which
the unregenerate are totally deaf
to. Psalm 58:4-5, "Their poison
is like the poison of a serpent:
they are like the deaf adder that
stoppeth her ear; Which will not
hearken to the voice of charmers,
charming never so wisely." But
before there can be spiritual eyes
and ears, there must be a spiri-
tual man to see and hear, "a new
eature." 111 Cor. 5:17, "There-

fore if any man be in Christ, he
is a new creature." Not the old
one changed or renovated—he has
to be brought into existence. This
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If you move, notify The
Baptist Examiner . . . giv-
ing both your old and new
addresses.

onmaggainmounwomanumnaingiiiikngunnunt:

is the product of the Spirit's crea-
tive work. He is here to give life
to those who are dead in tres-
passes._ and in sins. Ephe. 2:1.
This is the Holy Spirit's work in
salvation. The Holy Spirit is just
as truly the Saviour as Christ
is. It is written, "Not by works
of righteousness which we have
done, but according to His mercy
He saved us, by the washing of
regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Spirit." As hell would have
been our eternal portion but for
the work of Christ, so heaven
could never be our dwelling
place but for the work of the Holy
Spirit.
The Holy Spirit does not only

show God's effectually called the
need of Christ, but reveals Him in
them. Gal. 1:16, Paul said that
He revealed His Son in him.
Christ is the true Light. John
1:9. But the unregenerate love
darkness rather than light, "be-
cause their deeds are evil."—John
3:19. Therefore, left to them-
selves, they never will come to
the light. The light has to be
brought to them, as it is written,
"But God who commanded the
light to shine out of darkness,
hath shined in our hearts, to give
the knowledge of the glory of
God in the race of Jesus Christ."
II Cor. 4:8. It is not until the
sinner has been brought out into
His marvelous light. I Pet. 2:9.
The sinner coming to Christ:

(1) He comes to Him with his
mind. Isa. 26:3, "Thou wilt keep
him in perfect peace whose mind

is stayed on thee: because he
trusteth in thee." The spiritual
understanding has been given. I
John 5:20, "And we know that the
Son of God is come, and has
given us an understanding." (2)
He comes to Him with his heart.
Rom. 10:10, "For with the heart
man believth unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession is
made unto salvation." His spiri-
tual affections are drawn out to
Him. (3) He comes to Him with
his will. Phil. 2:13, "For it is
God who worketh in you both to
will and to do of his good pleas-
ure." The new man completely
surrenders to His Lordship.

Coming to Christ is not an out-
ward, but an inward act. It is
not an act of the natural man, but
of the new man. John 6:44, "No
man can come to me except the
Spirit of the Father draw him."
And this new and spiritual man
is the product of the sovereign
and supernatural operations of
the Spirit„ to which we contribute
nothing

The insturment which the
Spirit employs, the seed which
He uses, is the written Word of
God. As long as that Word is
only presented objectively pre-
senting Christ to the external
man, it makes no spiritual im-
pression upon us. When the Holy
Spirit implants it in the soul, sub-
jectively under the power of an-
other, then it becomes quick and
powerful. Heb. 4:12, "The Word
of God is quick and powerful—."
It is true that the Word in itself
is the word of life. Phil. 2:16,
"Holding forth the Word of life."
As the germ of life is in the living
grain before it is sown in the
ground; but it only 'becomes the
word of life in the individual when
the Holy Spirit imparts it to the
soul.

The Paraclete, our comforter or
advocate, means "One standing
all around us." He promises to
hold us with the right hand of
His righteousness. Isa. 41:10,
"Fear thou not; for I am with
thee: be not dismayed; for I am
thy God: I will strengthen thee;
yea, I will help thee; yea, I will
uphold thee witih the right hand
of my righteousness." And He
will never let us fall. John 10:
27-28, Jude 24, "Now unto Him
who is able to keep you from
falling, and to present you fault-

less before the presence of
glory with exceeding joy."
The Spirit's power is an a

lute necessity in winning men
Christ. Zech. 4:6. There is
substitute for this power.
sonality, stirring and attrac
wisdom is of much value in i.
encing men, but it is no substi
for the Sprit's power. Eloqu
and charm of voice, in song
speech, may sweep men off
feet, temporarily, but it takes
power of God to win them
their sins and regenerate the'
Education is fine, and we 11

educated men, but education
not take the place of the 11
Spirit.

1. It is a power to be offe
Luke 11:13. Acts 4:31.

2. It is a command to be 0
ed. Ephe. 5:18.

3. It is a promise to be clam
John 16:7.

4. It is a gift to be rece
John 20:22.

5. It is a life to be voluntee
Psalms 100:3.

6. It is a Christ to be enth
John 7:39.
Pray, obey, receive, volunt

enthrone Christ, and go fort!)
win in His name and power,
you will be certain of success

sTA
THIS OLD WORLD

(Continued from page )1'
blood stained desert and sw
and sea. And we won the
without very much prayer
dependence on God.
But look at us now. Stri

and labor difficulties, incress,
tension among the United (1'
Nations, with war much
than a possibility in the I)
future with those who were
supposed allies in this past
The outlook is anything
bright.

Christians, look up, for /
redemption draweth nigh.
second coming of Christ ls
world's only hope of a real
lasting peace. May we all
about our Father's business,
"the coming of the Lord drs
nigh."

Sinner, are you ready for,
return. It will be GLOB,'
for the saved, but TRAGIC
the lost. God deliver you f
the horrors of being left be

—RALPH WEBB.

Religion Of Our Lawmakers
Do you know the r:ligious 'affiliation of

!nembers of Congress, House and Senate?

ANSWER
As of the 1943 and 1944 Congressional

records, the religious affiliations were as fol-
lows:

Roman Catholic _     97
Methodists ___. _     93
Presbyterian   69
Baptists _ .     60
Episcopalian 57
Lutheran   18
Disciples ..__ ....__ ....  17
Congregational 21
Unitarian   7

Universalist 3
Reformed . 1
Evangelical _ 1
Moravian .  1
Quaker 1
Jewish   7
Christian Science   _ 3
Latter Day Saints   4
No religion
Not specified   30

(These figures taken from the Ashland
Daily Independent of Saturday, March 9,
1946.1
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