BETTER AN OPEN ENEMY THAN A FALSE FRIEND

PREMILLENNIAL -0- BAPTISTIC -o- CALVINISTIC -o- BIBLICAL

The Baptist Examiner

Devoted to Evangelism, Missions and Bible Doctrines.

"Go ye into all the world
and preach the Gospel!"

The Paper With a National Circulation
"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them." (lsa. 8:20).
WHOLE NO. 415

RUSSELL, KENTUCKY, SATURDAY, APRIL 13. 1946

When Ingersoll
Bowed To Christ

VOLUME 15, NO. 11

4

Unto A Perfect Man

By A. T. Pierson
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Another Puzzling Question As To
Wh
Ole
etuer One Can Know If He Is Saved

ROY MASON
Tampa, Florida
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vation is purely "by grace
through faith."
The idea that salvation is based
purely on "feelings.' Or rather
that assurance is based on feelings. Some persons judge that
they were saved because they had
'a wonderful emotional experience
— but when later on they get
down into the "dumps" about
something, they suppose that
their salvation is gone.
How Then Can One Know,
Or Can They?
They certainly can. The first
thing to be taken into consideration is the true nature and basis
of salvation.
Salvation is based on the atoning death of Christ for our sins.
His death completely pays our sin
debt. We merely appropriate it by
personal faith. It is not then a
matter of what we do—but what
Christ has done.
As to nature — salvation is an
everlasting thing. Any salvation
that is less than this is not real
salvation at all. When Jesus said
"I give unto them eternal life"
His words defined the nature of
salvation.
(Continued on page four)
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On one occasion the infidel Ingersoll was to lecture on "The
Foundations of the Christian
Faith." There was living in the
same city a former schoolmate
who had started upon the legal
profession with great promise,
married a lovely woman, and was
the father of two children. Drink
had dragged him down so low
that it ruined his home, broke the
heart of his wife, sent his children into the street, and lost him
his good name, character and
friends.
Found one night lying drunk
in an alley, he was taken to a
home, washed, fed and put to
bed by a Christian worker who
besought him to change his course
.. . God's grace transformed him
into a sober Christian. He rebuilt
his shattered home, brought back
his children from the streets, restored the roses to his wife's
cheeks, and attained again to re-.
spectability in his calling. Reading in the newspapers the notice
of Ingersoll's lecture, he wrote
him the following letter:
"My Dear Old Friend, I see that
tonight you are to deliver a lecture against Christianity and the
Bible. Perhaps you know some of
my history since we parted. I disgraced my home and family, lost
my character and all that a man
can hold dear in this world. You
may know that I went down and
down until I was a poor despised
outcast, and when I thought there
was none to help me and none
to save, there came one in the
Name of Jesus who told me of
His power to help, of His lovingkindness and tender sympathy,
and through the story of the
Cross of Christ I turned to Him.
I brought my wife back to my
home, and gathered my children
together again, and we are happy
now, and I am doing what good
can.
"And now, old friend, would you
stand tonight before the people
of Pittsburgh, and tell them what
you have to say against the religion that will come down to the
lowest depths of hell and find me
and help me up and make my life
(Continued On Page Four)

Mused Uncle Mose
Still, on de udder han', some
fo'ks t'ink dat ef'n dey don' claim
to do right, hit give 'em a right
to do wrong.
MOND.MN.-

It seems to me
That from the direst wrecks of human life
God builds the noblest temples for Himself:
It is a strange grand thought; He bids us pass
Through deepest shades with all our hopes laid low,
Or through such weary days and nights of pain
As seem to separate these lives of ours
From other lives, until we find ourselves
Without desire for anything on earth,
Or joy in that which once we counted dear;
He breaks the ties which bound us heart to heart
With all we love, and when at last we lie
Low at His feet, and only see His face,
And only feel the love on which no change
Can ever breathe—the patient, deathless love
Which could not leave us to the life we chose
Far off from Him, but led our wandering feet
By such strange ways as these, to find our rest
Beyond all change, beyond life's troubled dreams—
He takes our hands, and lays in them His gifts;
Our hopes, and sets them on Himself alone;
Our empty hearts, and fills them with His power:
Then sees in us some likeness to Himself.
—Ephesians 4:13—Author Unknown
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A Scriptural And Helpful Study On
The Work Of The Holy Spirit
By A. M. HAWLEY,
Murray, Ky.
The transcending grace of God
is the glorious subject of the
everlasting gospel. That grace is
revealed in it, proclaimed by the
preaching of it. The gospel of
salvation is accompanied by the
Holy Spirit, with life and light to
the elect sinners, and made the
power of God unto salvation. By
it they hear Christ's voice, John
5:25, see His glory, behold hew
He loved them, received Him
into their hearts, and live by
faith in the Son of God. So says
the apostle: "But God who is rich
in mercy, for His great love
wherewith He loved us, even when
we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by
grace are ye saved."—Ephe. 2:4-5.
The Holy Spirit having as the
spirit of life quickened the elect
with spiritual life in their souls,
and gives them to see, know, and
understand the fountain from
whence all flow. He opens, explains, and applies with Divine
owes to the mind what Paul,
speaking of himself and Timothy,
bath declared, "Who hath saved
t p and called us, with an holy
calling, not according to works.
•••

The First Baptist Pulpit
"A Young Man Who Went
it.
This portion of God's Word is
surely one of the old old familiar
scriptures. It is the story of sin,
its consequences, and the turning
of a sinner back to God. And
even though it may be familiar,
it is my prayer that we shall
study it carefully and from it I
trust that we shall learn some
lessons which shall be for our
spiritual edification.

I

„
Wrong
THIS YOUNG MAN WAS
POSSESSED OF A SINFUL
NATURE. At least two scriptures indicate this to be true.
These two scriptures are verses
24 and 32, which read, "My son
was dead, and is alive again; he
was lost and is found." Two
words in each of these texts indicate the spiritual status of this
(Continued on Page Two)

but according to His own purpose
and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world
began.",—I Tim. 1:9.
The Holy Spirit, agreably to
His office in the covenant of
grace, is pleased to take the
things of Christ and to show or
make them manifest. He leads
poor, awakened sinners to "behold
the Lamb of God," and at the
sight of Him, as set forth in the
Word, and testified of by the
Spirit therein, they see salvation,
a thing that they cannot forbear
individualy, and break out exclaiming, "Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust and not be
afraid, for the Lord Jehovah is
my strength and my song; He
also is become my salvation."—
Isa. 12:2. They can do nothing
else who esteem Christ as the author and finisher of their salvation.—Hebrews 12:2.
Now, let us notice John 16:7-11.
There are only two things that
convict men of their sins in
heathen lands, and this is con(Continued On Page Four)
"SHAME ON YOU"
We occasionally hear a song by
that name on the radio. It sorta
seems to me it could be sung to
most of us Baptists.
The other day I ran across a
mimeographed circular from the
RAINBOW HEALING REVIVAL, Los Angeles, offering to
send a HEALING HANDKERCHIEF, on which Evangelist -Aldridge 'Plunkett had laid hands,
and which according to many testimonies had healed all sorts of
diseases.
Then in Ashland, Ky., I saw a
nice looking young woman handing out (for a price) "Watchtower," the publication of the
Russellites.
If God's people, the Baptists,
would work as hard as the Devil's
people—fine! SHAME, SHAME
ON US! — Missionary Baptist
News.

WHERE WILL YOU BE A MILLION YEARS FROM RIGHT N OW ? ? 7
APRIL 13,
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Editorial Department, RUSSELL, KENTUCKY, where communications should be sent for
publication.
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Richmond, Maine.
My Dear Bro. John:

SUBSCRIPTION PRICE
50c
Per Year in Advance
(Domestic and Foreign)
Send Remittances to Russell, Ky.
Entered as second-class matter
May 31, 1941, in the post office
at Russell, Kentucky, under the
act of March 3, 1879.
Paid circulation in every State
and many foreign countries.
Subscriptions are stopped at
expiration unless renewed or
special arrangements are made
for their continuation.
A YOUNG MAN
(Continued from page two)
young man. The words are:
"dead" and "lost." These words
are meaningless and valueless if
they do not indicate that this
young man was possessed of a
sinful nature.
Throughout all the Word of
God we are told that every individual is just like this young man
in that everyone is the possessor
of a sinful nature. When Paul
wrote to the Christians of Ephesus he reminded them that before
they were saved, that they were
possessors of such a sinful nature,
for he said:
"And you hath he quickened,
who were dead in trespasses and
sins."—Eph. 2:1.
Well, that which was true of
this young.man and of the Ephesian Christians is true of every
Every ChrisChristian today.
tian before he was saved possessed only a sinful nature, just
like every unsaved person today
is the possessor of only the nature
that inclines toward sin.
It is the nature of a rattlesnake
to coil, rattle and strike. It is the
nature of a bee to sting. It is the
nature of a weasel to kill and
then suck the blood of its prey.

My testimony is that I thank
Jesus for His blood that saves my
soul.
And I thank Jesus for Bro.
John. Am enclosing $1.00.
ELD. R. A. TRUEWORTHY.
Fort Lawton, Wash.
Dear Bro. John:
I was so glad to see you while
I was in Ashland. I deeply appreciate your affection for me
and I can truly say my admiration for you is equal to your affection for me. I truly wish I
had the "guts" to stand up for
Divine Truth as you do and then
brains enough to back up my contentions logically as you do.
WM. T. PELPHREY,
Chaplain (1st Lt.) U. S. A.
February 29, 1946.
Dear Brother Gilpin:
E will send you ten dollars
($10) to help out on your work.
MRS. TENNIE BEEMAN.
Florence, Ky.
It is the nature of the eagle to
devour. In like measure, it is the
nature of the sinner to sin. It
would be as impossible for a sinner to change his nature as it
would for a rattlesnake, a bee, a
weasel, or an eagle to change its
nature. The sinner possesses a
sinful nature and that nature naturally manifests itself in sin.
Some who are saved but perhaps have not been taught so well
concerning God's Word, wonder
why it is that the unsaved are not
interested in the Bible, in church
going, and in prayer. Well, beloved, the answer is not hard to
find. It isn't the sinner's nature
to go to church. Neither is it his
nature •to pray, nor to read the
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Husks Or Manna?
"The world is going to the dogs," you say!
And how, may I ask, da you know?
"Well, I read the papers with relish each day,
I'm sure what they say must be so!"
crime;
The paper each morning is brimming with
same.
the
of
more
it's
Each evening
I know that the world's getting worse all the time,
And evil is running the game.
"My nerves are all shot; I am weary and worn;
And nothing goes right any more.
I salemnly wish I had never been born—
My life's such a bothersome bore."
My friend, if each morning when first you arise
The Bible you'll quietly read,
You'll find that rich wisdom and light it supplies,
And strength for your every need.
In God's revelation we certainly find
That He has eternal contral.
Learn that and have calm in your turbulent mind.
And peace in your questioning soul.
If we feed on the husks of the world we may know
'Tis naught but distress they afford.
But rivers of joy increasingly flow
As we feed fram God's Holy Word.
—A. M. OVERTON

Bible. These things are contrary
to his nature. Possibly the one
verse which describes the nature
of the sinner as well as any other,
is found in the words of Jesus
when He said:
"And this is the condemnation,
that light is come into the world,
and men loved darkness rather
than light, because their deeds
were evil."—John 3:19.
I remind you again, beloved,
that this young man who was
"dead" and "lost" thus possessed
a sinful nature, and as such, represents perfectly each of Adam's
fallen descendants.
IL
THIS YOUNG MAN'S NATURE BEING SINFUL, LED
HIM AWAY. Because of that
sinful nature, he asked for a
division of his father's estate and
left home. We read:
"And not many days after the
younger son gathered all together,
and took his journey into a far
country and there wasted his substance with riotous living. But as
soon as this thy son was come.
which hath devoured thy living
with harlots, thou hast killed for
him the fatted calf."—Luke 15:13,
30.
Thus, in a far country he lived
riotously, and in profligate sin.
Of course, he lived according to
his nature, and which nature thus
led him farther and farther from
home.
This is surely true of every unsaved person in that no man gets
better, but rather gets worse as
the days come and go. Every unsaved person who is here today is
worse off today and is farther
from God than he was yesterday.
He is farther from God than he
was this time last Sunday, and
still farther from God than he
was a year ago. That sinful nature of which each of us are possessors, leads the unsaved farther
and farther from God as the days
pass by.
This reminds me of the story
of the old McGuffey Reader relative to the camel who little by
little crowded his master out of
the tent. On a cold wintry evening he pushed his nose into the
tent door and asked that he
merely warm his nose inside the
tent. When this permission was
granted, he then asked that he
might put •his head all the way
inside. Then later he asked permission to push his neck in,
and finally his fore-feet and ultimately asked if he might come in
entirely. When he was comfortably inside the tent and his master began to complain because he
himself was made uncomfortable
by the presence of the camel, the
camel replied that he was quite
comfortable and if the master
were not, the master himself
would have to seek a shelter elsewhere. Thus it is with sin. Little by little sin crowds into one's
life and leads one farther from
God.
Just as this young man's sinful
naturb lead him from home to
live a life of sin, so the nature of
everyone of Adam's fallen descendants leads him farther and
farther away from God.
III
THE SINFUL NATURE OF
THIS YOUNG MAN LED HIM
TO SUFFER. Listen:
"And when he had spent all,
there arose a mighty famine in
that land; and he began to be in
want. And he went and joined
himself to a citizen of that country; and he sent him into his
And he
fields to feed swine.
would fain have filled his belly
with the husks that the swine did
eat; and no man gave unto him."
—Luke 16:14-16.
In this far away land, miles
and miles removed from his old
home, he did not find the joy nor
the satisfaction which he antici-

ONLY A DOG
Probably some of us often feel like the meditative
Hollander, who delivered the following monologue to
his dog:
"You vas only a dog, but I vish I vas you. Ven
you go to bed, you shust turn around dree times
and lie down; ven I go to bed, I have to lock ub de
place and vind up de clock and put out de cat and
undress myself, and my vife vakes up and scolds
me and de de baby vakes up and cries and I haf
to valk him de house around and den maybe I get
myself to bed in time to get up again.
Ven you get up you shust stretch yourself, dig
your neck a liddle, and you vas up. I haf to light
de fire, put on de kiddie, scrap some vit my vife
and get myself some breakfast. You lays round
and have plenty of fun all day. I haf to work all
day and haf plenty of drulable. Ven you die, you
vas dead. Ven I die, I haf to go somewhere again.

pated. Instead, he soon found
himself wanting as to money.
His fine clothing soon was in tatters and rags. His erstwhile
friends forsook him. His companions of sin deserted him.
Soon he actually came to the
place of physical hunger, so much
so that he suffered. I can see
him now as he stood beside the
pig sty and wished that he himself were a hog. He was suffering so with hunger that he would
gladly have exchanged places
with the swine that he was feeding. Surely in this experience we
can see that sin leads to suffering
in view of the fact that this young
man suffered so much that he
wished that he himself were a
hog.
No one can see him standing by
this pig pen, envious of the pigs
and wishing that he might have
the husks to eat that they were
chewing upon, without realizing
that sin causes one to suffer.
Yet, this is nothing new, for over
and over again in the Word of
God sin is presented to us as
that which produces suffering.
Notice these Scriptures taken
from the Word of God if you
would see that one can never sin
without having to suffer as well.
Listen:
"The way of transgressors is
hard."—Prov. 13:15.
"Be not deceived; God is not
mocked; for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap.
For he that soweth to his flesh
shall of the flesh reap corruption;
but he that soweth to the Spirit
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting."—Gal. 6:7, 8 .
"And be sure your sin will find
you out."—Numbers 32:23.
This is true of every sin. Notice that the Word of God shows
it to be true of the sin of adultery.
"For the lips of a strange
woman drop as an honeycomb,
and her mouth is smoother than
oil: But her end is bitter as
wormwood, sharp as a twoedged
Her feet go down to
sword.
death; her steps take hold on hell.
Lest thou shouldest ponder the
path of life, her ways are moveable, that thou cant not know
them. Hear me now therefore, 0
ye children, and depart not from
the words of my mouth. Remove
thy way from her and come not
nigh the door of her house."-Prov. 5:3-8.
"For the commandment is a
lamp; and the law is light; and
reproofs of instruction are the
way of life: To keep thee from
the evil woman, from the flattery
of the tongue of a strange woman.
Lust not after her beauty in thine
heart; neither let her take thee
with her eyelids. For by means

of a whorish woman a mar
brought to a piece of bread:
the adulteress will hunt for
precious life. Can a man
fire in his bosom,'and his cl
not be burned? Can one go°
hot coals, and his feet not
burned."—Prov. 6:23-'2.
"With her much fair speec
caused him to yield, with the
tering of her lips she forced
He goeth after her straig
as an ox goeth to the slaug
or as a fool to the correctio°
0
the stocks; Her house is the
to hell, going down to the
(c
hers of death."—Prov, 7:21,
27.
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"For she sitteth at the d
h
her house, on a seat in the
flk
places of the city, to call ants,
sengers who go right on
ways: Whoso is simple, let
turn in hither: and as for lithe
that wanteth understanding, eitve
saith to him, Stolen waters
sweet, and bread eaten in
r
is pleasant. But he knowetb
that the dead are there, and
• al
her guests are in the dept
hell."—Prov. 9:14-18.
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drinking.
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ror
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he 14
29-32.
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Sometime ago I visite4 tather
philletic ward in a large I *ith
tion. As I passed down the
so
after
ridors and observed row
of patients, each suffering_l
f_,
result of social sin, I Ilea" that
doctor who accompanied me' 1 hitv
t
'
of the condition of each
414
inmates, and II noticed
larly that the suffering
of these came about as a
N00
of sin. I look back upon th
perience of human miser!
real'
suffering with the full
that sin and suffering are
together and that one caull
divorced from the other.
Just as this young 1110
possessed of a sinful nature'
as that nature led him awsi
caused him to suffer, so
5
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Adam's descendents posset
sinful nature which leads
dividual farther and farther
from God and which brin
4
suffering as a result the:
IV
THERE'S A VERY DEC
CONTRAST TO THIS SIN
(Continued On Page Th

NO NEED TO KNOCK AT HEAVEN'S DOOR IN PRAYER WITH YOUR FIST CLINCHED GREEDILY NOR WITH ANGER IN YOUR HEART
IL 13, 1946
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A Sign Of This Closing Age
(Read II Timothy 3:1-5)
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YOUNG MAN WHO WENT

31,

(Continued from page two)
uPPERING IN
THAT THIS
'°I)IGAL RETURNED HOME.
he stood
beside the hog pen,
°Inking
of his father's hired ser11
arlts, he said
to himself:
"I will arise and
go
my
)r ther, and will say untoto him,
}lather, I have
sinned against
!rs avea and before thee, And am
S
In'e're worthy to be called thy
;t11
Inake me as one of thy hired
,cants."—Luke 15:18, 19.
It
any folk think
that this young
ttil was saved when he made
,SolutionI do not think
. 'hen he
'ye Position was willing to take
of a hired servant.
1:1 know a hired servant works
it. what he gets. He has
nothZk11,g s.except
that for which he
li Well God does not save
aa:v'e on this basis.
He does not
Volk because
of their works.
th.
tyaaes not save
people because
aki "111re out" to Him. Instead,
tv
vation is a
free gift. HowtIvet' I do think that it was at
4113 time
that repeniace
ta
came
he tills Young man's heart, in that
oad
.qind
completely changed his
fath
'8S to sin, self,
and his
vvithet, and so he started
home
l'ePentance working within
- Soul.
It
th,f i rather
conspicuous that
that ;
ather saw him,
but, of course,
I
tbe expected. Somehow,
*al:
-1 e in mind that
the old father
‘‘c(i uP to the top of
the hill

sin Z

each morning and looked out
away from home just hoping and
expecting that possibly his son
might be coming home. The
Word of God does not state, but
I rather have in mind that each
day he thus looked for his son,
hoping to see him returning home.
On this particular day he was
rewarded in that he saw his son
coming home.
Of course, the father in this
story represents God the Father,
which would tell us how that God
sees us. As the father saw his
son returning, so God sees us.
There's never an hour of any day
that He does not see us. Listen:
Thou God sees me." — Gen. 16:
13.
"Whither shall I go from thy
spirit, or whither shall I flee from
thy presence? If I ascend up
into heaven, thou art there: if I
make my bed in hell, behold, thou
art there; if I take wings of the
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, Even there
shall thy hand lead me, and thy
right hand shall hold me."—Psa.
139:7-10.
"Can any hide himself in secret
places that I shall not see him?
Do' not I fill
saith the Lord.
heaven and earth? saith the
Lord."—Jer. 23:24.
Some few years ago s was driving near Falmouth, Kentucky, and
saw a road-side sign advertising
a garage, and on it were these
words: "We never sleep." Of
course, this was not exactly true,
though it manifested the fact that
4

PALESTINE AND TOBACCO
In Palestine the tobacco output from plantations
and factories has expanded steadily. Last year it
attained the record figure of 1,500 tons, of which
nearly 1,400 tons were cigarettes. Thbacco is a
strange
Crop to find in the land which God has
Promised will flow with milk and honey. Drastic
Changes lie
ahead for Palestine when Christ will
return and set up His throne in Jerusalem. —
Prophetic News.
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this garage was open for service
and business twenty-four hours
out of the day. Yet, this is actually true of God, for God does not
sleep. God sees us every hour of
the day. He is always on the
alert. He is always wakeful and
watchful and observant of each
of us. The Word of God emphatically states that "He that
keepeth Israel, neither slumbers
nor sleeps."
Not only did the father see him,
but on seeing him, he ran toward
him. Naturally the old father was
excited over the approach of his
son, and he ran to meet him.
What a wonderful picture this
presents to us of God, for this is
the only time in the Bible that
God is pictured as being in a
hurry. Nothing of this life ever
Modern inexcites the Father.
ventions never cause any excitement. Radios, airplanes, and even
the atomic bomb are passed by
unnoticed by God. That which we
term as accidents and calamities
here in this life, cause no commotion in Heaven. Yet, when a
sinner is turning from sin to be
saved, the Word of God pictures
the Father as being in a hurry.
It is rather conspicuous that
the Word of God tells us that
the father had compassion upon
this wayward son. Of course, he
remembered how his son had gone
away. He remembered the haughty air that had characterized him
when he left home. He recalled
the fine clothes and the money
that he possessed then. And I
imagine now there was a very decided contrasct in his appearance.
Instead of his good clothes, there
were rags. Doubtlessly he was
Ill clothed, penniless,
hungry.
and his flesh soiled, still the
father had compassion on him.
He did not chide him because of
his filth. He did not blame him
'because he had lost his money.
He did not censor him because his
clothes were 'hanging in tatters
and tears. Instead, loving him,
the father had compassion on
him.
Yet is not this just like God,
for to be sure God always is compassionate and loving and merciful and tender toward each returning sinner. In fact, God
would not be God otherwise.
Listen:
"For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have
everlasting life."—John 3:16.
"But God commended his love
toward us, in that. while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us."—
Rom. 5:8.
Then we are told that the father
clothed this son. He immediately
commanded that clothes be procured for him, and not just ordinary clothes, but rather, he said,
"Bring forth the best robe and
put it on him." And what is the
meaning of this "best robe?"
When Adam sinned whereby each
of us became depraved human
beings, Adam lost his perfect human righteousness and thereby
each of us have lost our righteousnes too. Since that time, all
of us have been clothed in the
rags of our own filthy self-righteousness. Listen:
"And all our righteousnesses
are as filthy rags."—Isa. 64:6.
In view of this, then surely
our own self-righteousnes —dirty
and filthy as it is, could never be
represented by the terminology
that the father used—namely, the
"best robe." Even if an angel or
an innumerable multitude of the
heavenly host had been sacrificed,
they could never have produced a
robe of righteousness for us that
might be termed the "best robe."
Yet, this robe which belongs to
each Christian is the robe of
Christ's righteousness whereby
each one is clothed the moment

PAGE THREE
he turns to God. The old song
expresses it thus when we sing:
"My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest
frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus'
name."
When Paul wrote to the church
at Corinth, he expressed the same
truth in that he said:
"For he hath made him who
knew no sin, to be sin for us; that
we might be made the righteousness of God in him."—II Cor.
5:21.
Here's a verse that tells us that
all •of our ',sins were laid on
Jesus, and in turn, that His
righteousness is placed on us. In
other words, God treated Jesus
like we ought to have been
treated, and now he treats us
like Jesus should have been
treated. Accordingly, we have
been, and are now clothed in His
righteousness.
It is thus that the father
clothed this wayward son. The
"best robe" symbolizes the robe
of Christ's righteousnes whereby
each individual is robed in the
hour that he turns from sin to
the saviour.
Then, too, the father put shoes
on his feet. Certainly since he
was his son, it was necessary that
he be provided with shoes.
What a wonderful picture this
brings to us as to our salvation.
If we are going to walk in this
world, we are going to meet with
temptations, difficulties, tr ou
bles and many heartaches. It is
necessary that we be prepared
for them.
Just as the father
gave shoes to this wayward son,
so God the Father places upon
us the shoes of our salvation that
we might be able to journey
through the obstacles of this sinful world.
In this respect, I am reminded
of the children of Israel when
they came out of Egypt to Canaan. You understand that Egypt
represents the world, while Canaan is typical of Heaven, and
at the same time, the wilderness
wanderings symbolizes our experiences in grace from the time
we are saved until we get to
Heaven. God put shoes on the
feet of these Jews which lasted
them all the way to Canaan.
They never wore out for forty
years, but rather lasted until the
Promised Land was reached.
This would tell us that whenever
God saves one that as long as
he walks in this world until he
gets to heaven, that a provision
is made whereby the individual's
salvation continues and lasts until
the heavenly kingdom is reached.

This would tell us that whenever
God saves one that as long as he
walks in this world until he gets
to heaven, that a provision is
made whereby the individual's
salvation continues and lasts until
the heavenly kingdom is reached.
And even this does not exhaust
the story of grace, for the record
tells us that the father made a
feast for this son. It is rather
significant that we read "they
began to be merry." There is hot
one word said about the feast
coming to an end or the merriment ceasing. It is very much
unlike the experience 'of the
young man previously. When he
went away from home, he went
away for riotous living. His happiness and merriment began, but
when you see him standing beside the hog pen wishing that he
himself were a hog, you know
that his happiness had come to
an end. Not so in regard to the
feast which the father made.
Concerning it we read there was
not an end.
And surely this is true of each
individual who comes to the Lord
Jesus. In that day there begins
a feast and a fellowship which
the sinner has never known before, and which never comes to
an end, but rather, grows sweeter
and dearer with each passing day
and week and month and year.
In Closing
Now after having studied hurriedly this portion of God's
Word, let us gather up a few
ends, and ere we leave the house
of God, may we remember that
it was his sinful nature which
led him away from home and
into sorrow, and that the only
happiness that came to him was
when he came home repenting.
In like measure, may you remember today that this sinful nature which you inherited which
has been yours since the day of
Adam, has led you farther from
God, and will continue to do so
until it brings untold sorrow into
The only happiness
your life.
that will ever be yours is that
which you will find when you
turn back to God, and like this
young man get right with him.
In this, may we ask: And how
can one be right with God today?
There is only one way and that
is through the Lord Jesus who
died for our sins. Listen:
"I am the door: by me if any
man enter in, he shall be saved,
and shall go in and out, and find
pasture."—John 10:9.
"I am the way, the truth, and
the life; no man cometh unto the
Father, but by me."—John 14:6.
May God bless you and may
you receive now as your own personal Saviour, Him who died for
you.

His Will Is Best
Fainting and footsore on life's road,
No sun nor star to cheer;
When crushed beneath the cruel load,
I thought His will severe.
When faith rebuked my unbelief,
And Jesus by me stood;
I felt the Spirit's sweet relief,
And said, His will is good.
As I look back life's pilgrim way,
And sweetly in Him rest;
With loving confidence I say,
I know His will is best.
To walk by faith and not by sight,
Hence may my purpose be;
To do His will be my delight,
Until His face I see.

IF YOU ARE AS POOR AS JOB, TRY TO I3E AS PATIENT AS HE.
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