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"Go ye into all the world

and preach the Gospel!"

"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them."(Isa. 8:20).
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refore laying aside all malice,and all guile, and hypocri-

the 8`.171d envies, and all evil speakings, as newborn babes, desire
lncere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby."

—I Peter. 2:1,2

Does God Purpose His People Interfering In
Earthly Government, Civil, Or Military?

Is it right that a believer should
be a politician? This is the ques-
tion before us. And to treat the
matter clearly, let me state some
points that belong to such a
character, if they are not the
very conception of it.
I understand, then, by a politic-

ian, one who takes a considerable
and constant interest in the civil
government of his own country,
and of the world at large. He
praises the rulers when he thinks
they deserve it, and condemns
them when, as he believes, they
govern amiss. He lifts up his
voice against injustice, fraud, de-
ception, corruption, restraints on
liberty. He will resist what is evil
as far as he may by law. He ex-
ercises every civil privilege to
which he is entitled to influence
the government of his country.
If opportunity were offered, he
would take office and power in
the world, and exercise it for his
fellow-citizens' benefit.

1. How, then, can we tell whe-
ther this is right in a believer or

not? By looking to the Lord
Jesus as our pattern. His life is
to us an example, that we should
follow His steps" (I Peter 2:21).
Every thing He did was pleasing
to His Father. "I do always those
things that please Him" (John
8:29; Matt. 17:5); and since every
perfection was found in Him,
whatever He did not do or sanc-
tion is not pleasing to God.
Was the Lord Jesus, then a

politician? Did He take any in-
terest in the political govern-
ment of His country? Did He
pass judgment on the persons or ,
measures of the civil rulers of
Palestine? Did He „stand up for
the politically oppressed, and se-
buke the political oppressor? Did
He exercise authority of any kind
in civil matters.

His conduct is the very re-
verse of the politician's. Had He
been one, His politiial feelings
must have been peculiarly drawn
out by the circumstances of the

day. In His days the last shad-
ow of Jewish liberty departed,
and His country was oppressed
beneath ,the iron gauntlet of
Rome. Such a state of things
would have thrilled and agitated
to its core the breast of the in-
dependent citizen, the lover of
liberty. In the gospels we only
gather the political changes of
the land from the most distant
hints of the narrative.
2. When occasions occur on

which, if politics be right for the
Christian, the Saviour must have
declared Himself, He uniformly
puts them aside. One of His hear-
ers beseeches Him to engage his
brother to divide an inheritance
with him (Luke 12:13). Here the
politician would have shown him-
self. The Lord Jesus refuses to
listen to the matter, or exercise
even the lowly power of an arbi-
trator. "Man, who made Me a
judge or a divider over you?" If
the Christian's duty is to take
the office of judge or divider,

(Continued on page four)
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THE "TATER" FAMILY
Practically every church has

some interesting families in its
membership. Others have some
rather outstanding families in
them. Still other churches num-
ber among their constituency
families which are both interest-
ing and outstanding. The latter
is especially true of the Tater
family. Arthur Flake is credit-
ed with saying that the family
includes: Dic-Tater, Hesi-Tater,
Imi-Tater, Agi-Tater and Spec-
Tater.
Uncle Dic-Tater has some very

lovable characteristics, a n d is
usually easy to get along with,
especially if he is allowed to
have his own way. The truth of
the matter is that he is going to
have his way or else. His policy
seems to be that of "rule or
ruin," and he usually ruins.
Aunt Hesi-Tater is the ami-

able wife of Uncle Dic-Tater.
She, too, has some very lovable
qualities, but her greatest fault
seems to be that of always wait-
ing for someone else to go
ahead. This characteristic is
probably due in part to the domi-
nant attitude of her husband.
She js a rather timid soul, and

quite hesitant about advancing
her ideas or doing anything
without waiting for the advice
of someone else, especially her
husband.

Cousin Imi-Tater is quite an
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MEASURE OF A MAN

Not—"How did he die?"
But—"How did he live?"

Not—"What did he gain?"
But—"What did he give?"

4+++++++++++++++++++++4

attractive young lady, and has
some qualities which are not
seen in any other members of
the family. Perhaps her great-
est lack is that of originality.
She always wants to do what

Mused Uncle Mose
Ef you holdin' de Lawd wid

one han', and de debil wid de
odder, you am' gittin' no place,
'case dey am' goin' de same way.

other people do, and that in spite
Of what God says in Ex. 23:2,
"Thou shalt not follow a mul-
titude to do evil."
Cousin agi-Tater is the other

girl in the family, zaid is quite
different from her mother or
sister. Although she seems to
be possessed of unflagging zeal
and unlimited energy, she is con-
stantly stirring up trouble. She
is somewhat of a loose-tongued
busy-body. Apparently, she has
not learned what God means
when He says, "Thou shalt not
go up and down as a talebearer
among thy people" (Lev. 19:
16a).
Cousin Spec-Tater is the only

son in the family, and seems to
be obsessed with the idea that
he is outnumbered by the femi-
nine portion of the family. He
is a quiet, huinble, unassuming
sort of fellow. His worst fault
is that he never does anything.
He simply, sits or stands quietly
by and looks on without much
comment about what the others
do.
Do you belong to the Tater

family? If so, which member
are you?—R. F. Hallford.

4 
' t,+++++++++++++++++++++++14+++++++4,

I -- The First Baptist 
Pulpit...I

....
4-H-1-141-1444+++++44-F+++++++441-144+44+44-$44-H-4-1++4.4-4-11-1-1-1-1+++++++44-ff 4-14+.1-1-.•

'"The Doctrine Of Election"
JOHN L. BRAY
Raiford, Florida

A complete discussion of the
doctrine of election would of
course bring thought to bear up-
on the various views held on this
subject. Four major views have
been held by those known as, res-
pectively, the Supralapsasians,
the ,Sublapsarians, the Arminians
(or Remonstrants), and the Soc-
inians. However, it is not the
purpose of the author of this

article to discuss these various

views, but rather to state simply

and plainly what is his own view,

and to give reasons for same.
This will be done, as follows, un-
der the listed heads:

GOD'S PURPOSE IN
ELECTION

There is, first, the purpose in
election. Anything without a
reason for it, or purpose in it,
would be invalid, and especially
so in regards to those things re-
lating to God'i plan of salvation
for man. The divine purpose of
election is the salvation of men
from sin. "God hath from the
beginning chosen you to salva-
tion." (II Thess. 2:13). It is

needless to say, as can be infer-
red from the Scripture just giv-
en, that this selection is "frorn
the beginning." (Also note Eph.
1:4). And by the very meaning
of the word "election" it is under-
stood that not all men are elected
to this salvation, else it would
cease to be election. Therefore,
God from the beginning chose
some men to salvation. The fol-
lowing facts might be stated in
connection with this choice:

1. All men are lost. It is need-
less to discuss the doctrine of
election without a clear under-

(Continued on page two)

An Announcement
We have just received from

our press an edition of "Pages
From a Christian Doctor's Case
Reports". This book is a frank,
true treatment of t h e social
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tian Medical Doctor of years of
experience, presents the tragedy
of marriage of beautiful, Chris-
tian innocence with a brutal, un-
Godly mate. He urges young
people to let sober, prayerful
meditation and faith in Jesus
lead in this all important mat-
ter. Any young person will do
well to read this book and pon-
der its contents before taking
the marriage vow. If considered
well, the rocky shoals of the di-
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WHAT ARE YOU?

1. Pillars—worship regurlar-
ly, giving time and money.

2. Supporters—give time and
money if they like the minister
and treasurer.

3. Leaners—use the church
for funerals, baptisms, and mar-
riages, but give no time or
money to support the church.
4. Working Loaners — work,

but do not give money.
5. Specials—h e 1 p and give

occasionally for something that
appeals to them.

6. Annuals—or Easter Birds
—dress up, look serious, and go
to church on Easter.

7. Spongers—take all bles-
sings and benefits, even the sac-
rament, but give no money to
support the church.
8. Tramps — go from church

to church, but support none.
9. Gossips—talk freely about

everyone except the Lord Jesus.
Scrappers—take offense,

criticize, and fight.
II. Orphans — a r e children

sent by parents who do not set
them an example.
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(Continued from page one)
standing first of all that all men
are lost. And there is no need
for giving numerous iScripture
references on this point. The
first three chapters of Romans
were written to bear on this.
Paul said, "We have before prov-
ed both Jews and Gentiles, that
they are all under sin; as it is
written, there is none righteous,
no, not one ... there is none that
doeth good, no, not one . . . for
all have sinned, and come short of
the glory of God." (Chapter 3).
Then if all men are lost, it

necessarily follows that all men
remain lost unless there is some
effort on the part of God to save
them. And inasmuch as salva-
tion was purposed in election, it
also necessarily follows that all
men remain lost without the hand
of God shown in election for
them.

2. God was not willing that any.
should be lost. Certainly it could
be stated that God had a right to
let all men remain lost, and con-
sequently end up in eternal con-
demnation; but it was in ac-
cordance with His own nature and
character not to want it to be
so. He is "not willing that any
should perish. . ." (H Peter 3:
9). If this be so, then God cer-
tainly wanted all men to be say-

• 

ed.
3. Christ died to save men.

Only through an atonement could
men be saved. In treating the
subject of election, it is almost
necessary to deal with the views
held concerning the atonement;
but for our purposes here, it will
suffice to say that the death of
Christ on the cross was necessary
in order that men should be sav-
ed. Of course, there are factors
involved on the human side also,
which will be mentioned later,
but the death of Christ was the
divine part of salvation, taking
place in time, though divinely
looked upon fr o m eternity.
"Christ died for us" (Romans 5:
8) and God "hath made him to
be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him."
(II •Cor. 5:21). Without the
atoning sacrifice of Christ on the
cross, men could not be saved.
"Without shedding of blood is no
remission." (bleb. 9:22).

4. But men must meet God's
terms in order to be saved. Look-
ing at the matter of salvation
from the human standpoint, man
has a part to play; there are cer-
tain requirements that have to
be met, without which men cannot
be saved. Those requirements
are repentance and faith, though
they might be linked together as
one. "Repent ye, and believe the
gospel." is the clarion call of the
New Testament. Turning from
sin and self-effort, to God through
Christ is necessary on man's
part in order for God's salvation
to be manifested in actuality in
man's life. This does not mean
that there is any merit on the
part of man that makes him
worthy or deserving of salva-
tion; obeying the terms of God's
salvation to look to God for that
salvation certainly implies in it-
self the significance of man's de-
pendency upon God for salvation
apart from any self-effort. But
the thought here expressed is
that no one can be saved without
the terms of the gospel being
met.

5. Furthermore, no one will be
saved unless God helps him to
come to whatever decision is
necessary on his part in order
to meet the terms of the gospel
and be a recipient of salvation.
'Perhaps this thought could better
be expressed in theological terms,
but this is not the purpose of this
article. We are simply stating

the fact as we believe it. Behind
this fact lies the depravity of the
human race, the utter lack of
ability in man to meet God's re-
quirements without divine aid.
The thought here lies deeper than
whether or not man is in a
position where he can repent and
believe. That is, his condition
must first be such that he can
obey the gospel summons. God
must bring him to the place
where he can answer His invita-
tion to salvation, and then being
'brought to that place, man must
make the decision.

THE POWER OF ELECTION'

If, therefore, all men are lost
and God wants all men to be sav-
ed, and if there are certain re-
quirements to be met on the part
of men before they are saved, and
if God has elected or chosen some
to be saved, then it necessarily
follows that the election consists
of certain factors necessary to
bring about this desired end.
Therefore, the elect individuals
are predestinated (or pre-des-
tined) to salvation, and in this
fact is seen the power of election
—God's bringing about the sal-
vation of His own elect. Election
would be to no avail unless God
had some way to make sure of
it's being so; consequently, the
elect are predestinated to sal-
vation. That is, whom God elects,
He makes sure will be brought to
salvation.

THE PRINCIPLE OF
ELECTION

What is the governing prin-
ciple that guides God in the elec-
tion of individuals to salvation?
This is a difficult question. Cer-
tainly we believe that God works
all things after the counsel of His
awn will, and that His sovereign
pleasure needs be satisfied. But
as to the exact determination of
what constitutes the basis of
God's electing certain individuals
to salvation, we cannot say, ex-
cept that it is His pleasure to
do so. But yet God Himself
(and we say this reverently, is
limited in His choice of indivi-
duals to salvation. For God can-
not act inconsistently with His
awn nature or character, and He
cannot act against His own plans
nor violate His own purposes.
But we answer the question and
then seek to clarify the answer:
those whom God can save, are
those whom He has elected to

"Heaven and earth shall pass
away.--Matt. 24:35

atkt-4 IT MINDS
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"For ever, 0 Lard, thy word is settled in heaven."—Psa. 119'59-

away, but my words- shall tipt 114"-

God without being 
limited bY

salvation.
If, as we have observed, God

does not want any man to be
lost, the question arises as to why
He does not save all men and as
to why He did not elect all men
to salvation. It is on this one
point that most of the major
differences arise on the subject
of the doctrine of election. Let
us be guided here by the follow-
ing remarks:
I. There are certain limitations

imposed on God. This statement
sounds harsh, but the fact cannot
be otherwise. Otherwise God
would not be God, and the whole
make-up of God's moral nature
would be upset and the entire
universe would be in a calamity,
if indeed there would be any uni-
verse.
t First, let it be remembered
that we are not dealing in the-
oogical terms, and then we can
go on to say that God cannot be
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"Rejoice evermore. Pray
without Ceasing. In every
thing give thanks, for this is
the will of God in Christ
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secondly, election could not in-
clude more than His foreknow-
ledge included, inasmuch as the
election depends upon the fore-
knowledge.

The PROGRAM Of Election

We have said that God's elec-
tion of individuals to salvation
is limited, but yet that God has
elected to save all whom He can
save. Two facts should be dis-
cussed in this connection.

Positively, God has elected to
save every man who will respond
to the gospel invitation. If it is
true that God has elected to save
every man who responds to the
gospel invitation, and it being
further true that man in him-
self is not going to respond to
that gospel invitation, then the
initiative is still God's, and all
the credit and glory in man's sal-
vation belongs to God. For this
places the situation in such a
light that man cannot be saved
unless there is divine interven-
tion and more-than-human aid
given to him whereby he is made
capable of becoming a recipient
of salvation.

Negatively, God has not elected
to save those who will not re-
spond to •the gospel invitation.
And now for a few remarks

concerning these two thoughts:
If a man is ever saved, it is be-

cause God eleoted him to salva-
tion; inasmuch as he is incapable
of being saved without divine in-
tervetion, then the initiative is
not his but is on the part of
God, and God must have elected
him to salvation before he could
ever have been saved. And God
was able to elect this man to sal-
vation 'because He knew before-
hand that this man would respond
to the gospel invitation under
certain given circumstances. In
order to make sure of the salva-
tion of that person whom He
knew would respond to the gos-
pel appeal under those circum-
stances (and here is the main
essential part of this writer's
view of election), God elected
that man to salvation, then pre-
destinated him to that salvation.
Because of the fact that man will
not be saved of his own accord,
and because God has elected and
predestinated that man to sal-
vation, God also predestinates
everything that is necessary to
leading that man to a response
of the gospel inviation, including
the preaching of the gospel and
the conviction and the drawing
of the Holy Spirit in that man's
life. And it might be further
added that everything necessary
to lead that person on to full con-
formity to the image of God's

Son after that person's conver-

sion is also predestinated, so that
everything necessary 'to the
bringing of that person to final
glory is in the hands of God.
And that is the meaning of Horn.
8:28, i`"And we know that all

things work together for good to
them that love God, to them who
are the called according to his

purpose", as can be seen from
the next two verses: "For whom
he did foreknow, he also did pre-
destinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son . . . Moreover
whom he did predestinate, them
he ,allso called: and whom he
called, them he also justified:
and whom he justified, them he
also glorified."
As to the condemnation of

those who are not the elect of
God, there is no injustice on the
part of God. He does not elect
those whom He knows will not
respond to the gospel. As said
before, God is limited by the
nature of man, and this is mani-
fested in particular when it comes
to God's saving a man contrary
to that man's willingness to be
saved. And there are certain
individuals (and more than other-
wise) who would never respond
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If I
If I
If I

DAILY PRAYER

can do some good today,
can serve along life's way,
can something helpful say,
Lard, show me how.

If I can right a human wrong,
If I can help to make one strong,
If I can cheer with smile or song,

Lord, show me how.

If I can aid one in distress,
If I can make a burden less
If I can spread more happiness,

Lord, show me how.

If I can do a kindly deed,
If I can help someone in need,
If I can sow a fruitful seed,

Lord, show me how.

If I can feed a hungry heart,
If I can give a better start,
If I can fill a nobler part,

Lord, show me how.

tO 
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to the preaching of the gospel,
the conviction of the Holy Spirit,
and a thousand and one other
things which might be used in an
attempt to get him to yield to
Christ and be saved. And such
being the case, God never electel
such to salvation. If He had,
He would have been electing
someone to salvation whom He
could not bring to salvation by
His divinely-appointed means,
and consequently He would have
to save that person contrary to
His own principles in order to
maintain the lecetion. Such a
case would be illogical, out of
reason and absolutely absurd. It
would make God not God, and
when it comes to dealing in such
fantasies, it is entirely beyond
the realm of even the infinite
mind of Gad Himself. Therefore,
God never elected any man to be
saved whom He knew could not
be persuaded to receive the gos-
pel message; and when the non-
elect find themselves in Hell at
last, it will not be because of
partial favor on the part of God
for some of His creation and not
for ethers, but it will be because
of their own perverse and sin-
ful and corrupted natures, and
because of the fact that they
never would have responded to
the message of salvation no mat-
ter what circumstances might
have accompanied the pleas of
God to yield to Him and no mat-
ter what influences might have
been brought to bear upon them.

The PERSONAL Element in
Election

From the foregoing, it can
surely be seen that election is
absolutely personal. Not long
after the beginning of his minis-
try, the author of this article was
told by another much-older minis-
ter that God had elected a plan
by which men might be saved,
and not that He had elected in-
dividuals to salvation. But if
there is any teaching in the Bible
at all that is as clear as the
noon-day sun, it is the doctrine
of God's election of individuals
to salvation. Paul said in II
Timothy 2:10, "Therefore I en-
dure all things for the elect's
sake, that they may also obtain
the salvation which is in Christ
Jesus with eternal glory." And
in Acts 13:48 is found a verse
proving beyond question that
election is a personal, individual
matter, and salvation dependent

upon it: "And when the Gentiles

heard this, they were glad, and

If The Blood Had Not Been Shed

Tom M. Olson
In these extremely modern

days, when the doctrine of re-
demption by blood is unblushing-
ly called a "gospel of gore and
a "doctrine of the shambles," it
behooves every interested person
to ask the important question:
What difference would it make
if the precious blood of Christ
had not been shed on Calvary?
Bringing this vital question to

the inspired Word of God, we
learn at once that if the blood
had not been shed there would
be no possibility of the enjoyment
of the remission of our sins, for
divine justice has decreed that
"without shedding of blood is no
remission" (Heb. 9:22). Sin is a
terrible reality to every honest
soul, and the fruit of that evil
root is so evident in the life of
every awakened person that he
is ready to cry with Peter, "I
am a sinful man, 0 Lord.'
Th Scriptures further reveal

that if the blood had not been
shed there would be no atonement,
no redemption, for "it is the blood
that maketh an atonement for
the soul" (Lev. 17:11). If there is
no possibility of redemption
apart from the blood, and if the
precious blood has not been shed.
then man is still a slave in the
slave market. He is still held se-
cure by the devil; he is still pow-
erless to live anything but a vain
and fruitless life. He is the hope-
lessly shackled menial slave of
the archenemy of God and man.
He is a pitiable wretch! No blood
—no redemption.
Again the Word assures us that

if the blood had not been shed
there would be no peace, for peace
has been made only "through the
blood of his cross" (Col. 1:20).
If there is no peace, then there is
perpetual hatred, strife, turmoil
and war. What a wretched herit-
age for the human soul which was
originally endowed with highest
capabilities! No blood — no
peace!
Again the Word makes it plain

4 

glorified the word of the Lord:
and as many as were ordained to
eternal life believed." Comment-
ing on this verse, Arthur Pink
in his book The Sovereignty of
God says:

(Continued on page four)

that if the blood had not beezi
shed there would be no access to
God, for liberty to enter the holi-
est is obtained only through "the
blood of Jesus" (Heb. 10:19).
How tragic is the sight of a soul
which cannot approach God! His
prayers are unheard and unan-
swored! That soul j.s forever
severed from the source of light,
life and love. The deepest yearn-
ings of the spirit in man are
mocked. No blood — no approach
to God!
The Holy Word also reveals

that if the blood had not been
shed there would be no song of
worship, no overflowing heart of
gratitude and adoration. If the
blood had not been shed there is
no possibility of singing, "Unto
him who loved us and loosed us
from our sins by his blood" (Rev.
1:5, R. V.). Where there is no
song, worship is a travesty. No
blood — no worship!
Finally it is apparent from the

Word that if the blood had not
been shed there would be no vic-
tory, for the devil can be over-
come only by "the blood of the
Lamb' (Rev. 12:11). A man de-
prived of the possibility of vic-
tory is a forlorn failure. He has
been defeated in life and will be
defeated in death. He may im-
agine that he is a captain but in
reality he is a captive; he may
dream of success but he is a
failure; he may talk of victory
but he has experienced nothing
but ignominious defeat. No blood
— no victory!
Are we compelled to believe the

Modernist, and be given over to
black despair for time and eter-
nity? We turn to the sure Word
of God and read with delight that
the blood has been shed. Hearken
to the words of the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself: "For this is my
blood of the New Testament,
which is shed for many for the
remission of sins" (Matt. 26:28).

Because the precious blood of
Christ has been shed, atonement
has 'been made — redmption has
been accomplished. The grand
message is: "Forasmuch as ye
know that ye were not redeemed
with corruptible things, as silver
and gold, from your vain conver-
sation received by tradition from
your fathers; but with the pre-
cious blood of Christ, as of alamb without blemish and with-
(Continued on page four)



OUT OF THE WILL OF GOD THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS SUCCESS; IN THE WILL OF GOD THERE CANNOT BE ANY FAILURE,.
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"ELECTION" IF THE BLOOD HAD NOT
BEEN SHED

(Continued from page three)
"As many as were ordained -o

eternal life believed.' Here we
learn four things: First, that
believing is the consequence
and not the cause of God's de-
cree. Second, that a limited
number only. are 'ordained to
eternal life,' for if all men with-
out exception were ,thus ordained
by God, then the words 'as many
as' are a meaningless qualifica-
tion. Third, that this 'ordina-
tion' of God is not to mere ex-
ternal privileges but to 'eternal
life', not to service but to salva-
tion itself. Fourth, that all-
as many as, not one less-who
are thus ordained by God to
eternal life most certainly be-
lieve."
Surely this great doctrine

should be looked upon as a won-
derful teaching to the child of
God, and should elicit praise
from the heart of every believer
for the goodness of God in His
grace which led to salvation. Just
the thought of the fact that none
of us would ever have been
saved had it not been for the
grace of God as shown in His
election of us' to salvation, should
humble us and cause us to praise
Him unceasingly for what He has
done.

The Problem Involved

To some, the doctrine of elec-
tion creates • a problem. Some
have been led to abandon mis-
sionary work altogether on ac-
count of the doctrine. But real-
ly, the problem is not in the doc-
trine, but in the misunderstand-
ing of it. The doctrine of election
does not lessen our responsibility
one particle for propagating the
gospel to the uttermost ends of
the earth.
In the first place, wo do not

know who the elect are. Our re-
sponsibility is to preach the gos-
pel so that the elect might hear,
believe, and be saved.
In the sceond place, the elect

cannot be saved without the gos-
pel. And God will see to it that
they do hear, and that they have
a chance to receive it. Salvation
is divinely appointed, but the
means to that salvation are also
appointed. As Dr. Roy Mason,
pastor 'of the Buffalo Avenue
Baptist Church, Tampa, Florida,
said, ". . . the end-the salvation
of the elect-is inseparably con-
nected with the means ordained
of God to bring to pass the thing
he has ordained." (From Sys-
tematic Study of Bible Doctrine,
by T. P. Simmons). And who
knows just what the appointed
means are for one's salvation
anymore than he knows just who
the elect are? Any Chrsitian, so
far as our own personal know-
ledge is concerning, might be the
instrument selected by God to
lead another to Christ. This
thought affords wonderful re-
flection. In the case of the
writer of this article, it gives en-
couragement to his work. In
picking up people who hitch-hike
on the highway and talking to

them of Christ and salvation, or

talking to someone in a store,

or elsewhere, or addressing peo-

ple in a public service, it is nev-
er known but what this may be

the time that God has chosen for
this person to be saved and that
this preacher might be the one
chosen by the Lord to lead that

one to Christ. Certainly such

a view of the doctrine of elec-

tion ought to deepen our respon-
sibility and quicken our impulse

to do all in our power to reach
the unsaved with the gospel, that

we might be upsed of the Lord
in bringing others to salvation.

(Continued from page three)
out spot: who verily was fore-
ordained before the foundation of
the world, but was manifest in
these last times for you" (I Peter

1:18-20). We read also, "We have

redemption through his blood"

(Eph. 1:7).

There is peace because

blood has been shed: "He

the
was

wounded for our trangressions.
He was bruised for our iniquities:

the chastisement of our peace was

upon him; and with his stripes

we are healed" (Isa. 53:5).
"Therefore being justified by
faith, we have peace with God

through our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Rom. 5:1).

Does God Purpose His People
Interfering in Earthly

Government, Civil
Or Military?

(Continued from page one)
Jesus ought to have taken it as
our perfect example of what is
right; but He thrusts away with
a firm hand the political element
of the question, and only warns
the disciples against covetousness.

3. John the Baptist, !Es own
forerunner, the •greatest of wom-
an-born, is slain through the arts
of an adulterous princess, and
by the orders of an ungodly king.
How does Jesus meet the event?
Does He lift up His voice against
the oppressor and murderer? No.
John is imprisoned, but Jesus
speaks not of the injustice; he is
murdered, but He utters no cry
against the cruelty or tyranny
of Herod. John's "disciples came
and took up the body and buried
it, and went and told Jesus. When
Jesus heard of it. He departed
thence by ship into a desert place
apart" (Matt. 14:10-13). The case
is solemnly announced to Him by
John's own followers. As point-
edly He is silent. The Saviour was
no, politician.

4. Take another incident. "There
.were present at that season some
that told Him of the Galileans,
whose blood Pilate had mingled
with their sacrifices" (Luke 13:1).
A politician would have been on
fire at this national outrage. Re-
ligious antipathies met with po-
litical. Here was a field whereon
to inveigh against Roman cruel-
ty, and to rouse the Jews against
a tyranny that trampled on the
true religion. A pagan profaning
with bloody hands the worship of
the true God! What would the
politicians of our day have said
had a party of troops fired into
a chapel while people were at
worship, and shot some dead
while on their knees? Would not
the politician account it almost
treason to be calm?
What is Jesus' reply? "Except

ye repent, ye shall all likewise
perish." The politics of the ques-
tion are wholly passed by; the
moral and spiritual views of the
matter are alone regarded. This
is an especial-a most decisive
case. Doubtless it made the blood
of every native Jew boil with
rage; but Jesus drops no word of
indignation against the govern-
or's crime, nor applauds the Gal-
ileans as martyrs for their coun-
try. Jesus, then, was no politician.

5. The politician must maintain
his civil rights not only (he would
tell you) for his own sake, but to
teach authority not to overstep its
just boundaries. An unjust de-
mand upon his purse in the way
of tax, he w,ould esteem himself
bound to resist. But how does
Jesus act in such a case? The de-
mand of the tribute-money is

made upon Him (Matt. 17:24. He
proves His exemption, but He
works a miracle to pay the de-
mand.

6. A question is raised by His
countrymen, and referred for His
decision-"whether it was lawful
to give tribute to the Roman em-
peror or not." This critical ques-
tion must have drawn out the pol-
itician. Involved in it lay the right
of the Romans to rule Judea, and
impose taxes at their will. The
oppressions of the governor were
before His eyes. The Caesar that
swayed the sceptre was profligate,
cruel, a murderer. Yet He bids
the Jews pay tribute even to an
idolator, and though the empefor
might apply the money to the
support of Idolatry.

Jesus, then, was not a politi-
cian. Am I a disciple of His?
Neither, then, am I to be one. "It
is enough for the disciple that he
be as his master." If Jesus did
not intermeddle in civil govern-
ment, it is because such conduct
would not be pleasing to God.
Jesus neither acted politically
Himself nor sanctioned it in oth-
ers. To be engaged in politics,
therefore, either as an actor or
speaker, is no part of my duty as
a Christian, else the character of
Jesus is not perfect. But His per-
fection is my pattern; and there-
fore it becomes me to refuse, as
pointedly as He did, to mingle in
politics; for this is my calling-
to be not of the world, even as.
Jesus was not of the world (John
17 :4 ).

II

But did not Paul plead his
Roman citizenship when they
were about to scourge him? Did
he not, when his life was in dang-
er, appeal unto Caesar? True;
and the Christian is permitted,
therefore, when on his trial, to
plead the provisions afforded by
the law to save himself from
death or injurious treatment. But
neither of these points form part
of the character of the politician
such as we have described him.
Take the strongest case. Paul

and Silas are dragged by inter-
ested men before the rulers of
Philippi. The magistrates, with-
out any form of trial, scourge
them and thrust them into prison
(Acts 16:19-24). What would a
politician have done in such a
case? Would he not have thought
it due to his Roman citizenship
to carry the cause to Rome, and
to make an example of these ty-
rannous magistrates, that all
throughout the empire might
know that the rights of a citizen
were not to be trampled on? Does
Paul do so? No. He requires, in-
deed, that the magistrates should
not dismiss them privately, but
come themselves and set them
free. But he exacts no apology;
he lays no information against
them. This should have been to
act the politician, and this he does
not do.

Many of the principles put
forth in the epistles decide the
present question.

1. What is the Christian's posi-
tion? He is a "stranger and pil-
grim upon earth" (Heb. 11:13-
16; I Peter 2:11). Then he has
neither inclination, right, nor title
to political power. By profession
he surrenders it. Who may take
part in the government of a
country? Natives only - not
strangers. What has an Ameri-
can living in France to do with
the government of France? But
he is, moreover, a pilgrim, and
therefore has less reason still. If
a stranger may not interfere in
the policy of a foreign country,
much less one who is not even
residing in it, but merely passing
through it on his way to another
land. To meddle with politics,
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then, is to put off our character
as strangers and pilgrims.

2. To take up the politician's
character blinds the Christian as
to his true place before God, and
mars the testimony which he
ought to give to the world. The
witness of the Holy Spirit to the
world (which, therefore, the be-
liever is to take up and manifest
by his word and life) is, that the
world is sinful, because it believes
not on Jesus, and that it is under
condemnation, together with its
prince, only spared from day to
day by the patience of a long-
suffering God (John 16). The
Christian is to testify that the
Lord Jesus is coming to execute
upon it the due vengeance for
its iniquity, and that therefore it
becomes all of flee from the midst
of it to Christ. All who do thus
flee to Christ become part of His
flock-the Church, which is not
of the world, but gathered out
from it.

1. Then, the Christian readily
surrenders the world's good
things --tpleasures, priyileges,
title---he lives as becomes the
child of faith, and, like Noah,
condemns the world. Lot, escap-
ing out of Sodom with nothing
but his staff, bore a strong testi-
mony that he believed that the
rath of God was about to des-

cend on it. But how would the
force of that testimony have
been broken, if he had gone back
into the city to purchase a house
there? Or had Noah, after de-
claring that in a year the flood
would destroy the earth, bought
an estate, would not the world
have seen the inconsistency at a
glance? Would not men have
said, "Noah himSelf does not be-
lieve his own message. Why,
then, should we credit it? If he
believed that the flood were so
near, would he buy, and plant,
and build?" Apply this, Chris-
tian, to politics.

3. At this point the prophetic
question comes in. They who
think that the Christian should
act as the citizen of the world,
imagine also (and this fresh er-
ror is necessary to render them
consistent,) that the world is be-
coming better, and that in the
happier times that are approach-
ing the gospel will, by virtue of
the means now employed, prove
triumphant everywhere. Is this
the truth? What saith the Scrip-
ture? What is the motto of our
dispensation? "Many are called,
but few are chosen." "God at the
first did not visit the Gentiles,
to take out of them a People for
His name" (Acts 15:14). And
what is the close of it? "In the
latter times some shall depart
from the faith, giving heed to se-
ducing spirits" (I Tim. 4:1). "In
the last days perilous times shall
come" (II Tim. 3:1.) When the
world "shall say, Peace and safe-
ty, then sudden destruction come-
th upon them, as travail upon a
woman with child, and they shall
not escape" (I Thess. 5:3). The
world is evil, then, and will be
evil when the Saviour returns-
will be caught in its iniquity, and
smitten with His destroying judg-
ments.

4. But if he may not rightfully
use his political privileges as the
private citizen, much less may he
take office in the world. But it
is said, "What! are not Chris-
tians the fittest persons to hold
power? No; they are of all the
most unfit, for they have a Mast-
er to serve whose laws are quite
opposed in principle tb those of
the world, and the magistrate
must execute the world's laws, as
being the world's servant. The
law of the world, when at its
highest perfection, is strict just-
ice. But Christ has to His dis-
ciples repealed this, and taught
us mercy as our rule (Matt. 5:
38-48). Could any worldly gov-
ernment act out the sermon on
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