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ELDER RALPH WEBB,
Paintsville, Ky.

1. Footwashing was in use long
cl'e the church was estabed,
The church was established in
daYs of the personal minisof Jesus — Matthew 16:18.
washing was not a part of
ordinance—program of that
tireh, for footwashing was
tunes old when the church
ra- as established. Baptism is a
[ere .tireh ordinance, for it began
de- th John the Baptist, who preed the material for the first
en- Ptist church. The Lord's Suplent
IS a church ordinance, for it
as given by Jesus to the
Footwashing is NOT a
ckY urch ordinance, for it was
fore re long before the church.
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Footwashing was not coraded
1
as a Church ordinance.
IHc
We are told this for Baptism—
fatthew 28:18-20. The scope of
6 418 is
"unto the end of the

world." We are told this for the
Lord's Supper. The scope for
this is "until he come"—I Cor.
11:26; Luke 22:19. We have no
such command concerning footwashing. Jesus said in John 13:
15, "I have given you an example"—he did not say a command,
or an ordinance, but example.
///. Footwashing is not mentioned as an ordinance, either in
the Acts of the Apostles or in
any of the many.Church epistles.
The book of Acts is the book
of history of the early church,
the book of propagation. It tells
of the thals and triumphs of the
early church. It does not mention footwashing. It does mention baptism ,as in Acts 2:41,
etc. It does mention the Lord's
Supper (the breaking of bread),
as in Acts 2:42; 20:7, etc. But
you can search in vain for anything that resembles footwashing in any way.
The Epistles were written to
give instructions to the
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churches. They are the books
of explanation. But not once do
they mention footwashing. Theydo deal at length with baptism,
as in Romans 6:1-5 and Cobssans 2:12, etc. They do deal at
length with the Lord's Supper,
as in I Cor. 5:11 and I Cor. 11:
17-34. But not once do they
even mention footwashing! Why
not? None of the epistles commended or condemned the
church for footwashing. This
absence of mention is as certain
proof that they did not wash
feet as a corresponding silence
is proof that they did not recognize a pope, adore images, pray
to Mary, or confess to a priest.
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on

Vol. 16, No. 40

RUSSELL, KENTUCKY, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1947

Ole No. 493

IV. Footwashing as a Church
ordinance was not practiced until hundreds of years after the
days of the apostles.
Two encyclopedias, one 10volume, and the Britannica, 24volume, and a Bible dictionary,
do not mention it. A word from
the tract of the late and la-

&di:mance

mented M. P. Hunt on this subject is apropos: "The fact that
there is nothing in the writing
of the Fathers until about the
middle of the third century as to
footwashing as an ordinance
also supports the contention that
by the disciples and the early
churches, Jesus' act was not so
recognized. It seems to have
been one of the things brought
in as the churches slipped away
from the simplicity and spirituality of the days of the apostles
and their immediate successors.
"In the seventh century an
effort was made to consider
footwashing as an ordinance
and was observed on Holy
Thursday in connection with the
observance of the Lord's Supper, and the washing of feet was
by the clergy."
True New Testament churches
did not at any time practice
footwashing as a church ordinance. It originated with heretical churches. The Roman Catholic church began the practice.

THE RECOMPENSE
OF THE REWARD

The Greek Orthodox Church
followed them. Luther. denounced it as hypocritical. But
remember, it came from Catholicism just like infant baptism,
sprinkling, etc. (See Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious Knowledge, p. 822).
V. Footwashing is not a
Church ordinance according to. /
Timothy 5:10.
"Let not a widow be taken
into the number under three
score years old, having been the
wife of one man, well reported
of for good works; if she have
brought up children, if she have
lodged strangers, if she have
washed the saints' feet, if she
have relieved the afflicted, if
she have diligently followed
every good work."—I Timothy
5:9, 10.
These are the qualifications
for widows who would obtain
material aid from the church.
The church in those days took
(Continued on page four)

How The Grand Old Hymn, "Just As
I Am," Came To Be Written

One hot summer day in the
early eighties a young medical
student was going from house to
In the year 1836 a young girl
sas City, Mo. No doubt a true
house in a farming district in
minister of God's word. In that Maryland selling books for the was preparing for a great ball,
very article he tells of his leav- purpose of earning money to to be given in her home town.
ing a certain school because of pay his college expenses. Near Full of gay anticipation, she
(to quote him) "Hearing the the end of the day, overheated started to her dressmaker to
Bible, the verbal inspiration of and thirsty, he called at a farm- have a fine dress made for the
the word of God, that I held house where no one was at home occasion; but on the way she
dear to my heart, laughed at except a bright, happy girl in met her pastor who, upon learnand mocked until one night I her teens. The visitor inquired ing her errand, pleaded with her
felt by the Lord, that He didn't of the young lady if she would to stay away from the ball.
want me to attend that school care to purchase some books, to Greatly vexed, she replied, "I
wish you would mind your own
any longer but to go home. * * *
which she answered, "My business," and went on her way.
I left that night." Thank God
mother is a widow, and we have
The ball was held, and this
for a young preacher who has no money to buy books," wherethe courage of his convictions upon the student asked if she young girl was among the gayest
and believes God's word, and could give him a glass of cold of those who attended. She was
has enough of the grace and love water. Said she, "We have flattered by her admirers; but
of God in his heart to take a plenty of milk in the spring- after dancing nearly all night,
stand for the truth and at the house. Would you care for a she lay her weary head on her
pillow, and was far from being
same time get up and get out of glass of cold milk instead?"
happy. In all the pleasure there
such a school as the one men"Yes, I would," he replied, "if was the pricking of an accusing
tioned in his letter; may his
it is not too much trouble."
conscience which made her
tribe increase. I admire his
"No trouble at all," said the wretched. Her pastor had alcourage.
Then further down in his let- girl, running to the springhouse. ways been a friend to her and
The thirsty student drank the her rudeness to him rankled in
ter he tells of being invited to
cold milk thankfully.
her breast. She had no rest for
visit another young man at the
"How about another glass,
three days, during which time
time of graduation at the same mister?" said the girl.
her life became almost intoler(Continued on page four)
(Continued on page two)
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"WHAT IS MAN!"
"What is man, that thou art
mindful of him?"—Ps. 8:4.
When Oliver Cromwell went
one day to have a picture made
of himself, he was surprised
after the painting was completed and he visited the artist
to find that the artist had painted him a very very handsome
man. Cromwell had on the end
of his nose a large wart, which
was far from a matter of beauty, and the artist in painting
this picture, left off the wart.
He touched up some other places

by way of physical blemishes
so that when Cromwell saw the
painting, he saw an individual
who was decidedly far more
handsome than he himself.
When he remonstrated with the
artist who had painted the picture, especially as to the leaving off of the wart from his
nose, the artist insisted that he
thought Mr. Cromwell looked
better without the wart. Then it
was that Cromwell said, "That
may be true, but I want a picture of myself and not another

man."
The majority of folk are not
like Oliver Cromwell. I rather
have an idea that the majority
of this audience are very much
unlike Mr. Cromwell. You
would much rather have the
warts and the blemishes left
off; you would very much rather that I would leave your warts
and your spiritual imperfections
alone. However, as God gives
me grace this morning, I hope
to paint a picture of you just
as you are— warts included.
(Continued on page two)

able.
Finally she went to the mini:ter and confessed her saucy language and asked for his forgiveness, saying, "For three days I
have been the most wretched
girl in the world, and now I
want to be a Christian. What
must I do?"
We need not be told that the
minister not only forgave her
for her unkind words to him,
but he pointed her to Jesus, saying, "Just give yourself to Jesus,
saying, "Just give yourself, my
child, to the Lamb of God, just
as you are."
"Just as I am?" she asked.
"Do you know that I am one of
the worst sinners in the world?
How can God accept me just as
I am?" It was a new Gospel to
her which she had never comprehended.
"That is exactly what you
must believe; you must come to
(Continued on page four)

TAKE TIME TO PRAY
The great people of the earth
today are the people who pray
— people who take time to
pray. They have not time. It
must be taken from something
else. That something is important, very important and pressing, but still less important and
pressing than prayer. There are
people who put prayer first and
group the other items in life's
schedule around and after prayer. These are the people today
who are doing the most for God
in winning souls: in solvin'
problems; in awakening ti.,
church to supply both men and
money for mission posts; in
keeping their lives fresh and
strong in sacrificial service on
the foreign field, where the
thickest fighting is going on; in
keeping the old earth sweet a
little while longer. — S. D. Gordon
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AN INTERESTING LETTER
(Continued from page one)
school, he also tells of the young
man whom he went to visit, saying the following about him,
"They were interested in psychology. They were unconcerned to learn about Jesus
Christ. This young man whom
I went to visit in that seminary
* * * While I was visiting here
I learned that he was cutting
classes to go to the picture

shows * * * I learned that he
didn't believe anything at all.
He had changed. His entire faith
was shattered. * * * Then he
would walk the floor and say,
'That's the curse of this thing.
I came here to go to school and
wanted you (the wife) to go to
classes with me, and you
wouldn't do it. So I have learned
that I have different and new
ideas, and you are just like you
were.' * * * My friend, before
he had gone to this school of
modernism he thought that the
Bible was verbally inspired. He
believed in the coming of Jesus.
He believed that ye must be
born again. He blieved that the
Christian life demanded a consecrated, separated Godly life."
Now, the things mentioned
above, quoted from Brother
Zimmerman's good letter brings
some questions to the mind of
this weak, uneducated preacher.
First, does God know the heart
of those whom he calls to
preach? YES! I believe he does.
Does He know whether, or not
they will preach his word? I
believe he does. Does He know
whether or not they believe His
Word? Certainly he does. If
God knows all things as we are
plainly taught in His inspired
word, then he certainly knows
whether or not any certain man
believes, and will preach His
word. To deny that is to deny
the foreknowledge of God.
(Yes, Brother Gilpin, I believe
in election, and the foreknowledge of .God). Now another
question that comes into my
mind when I read, as I have
many times, of certain young
preachers who at first were
humble, consecrated believers in
(Continued on page four)

"A SYSTEMATIC STUDY OF
BIBLE DOCTRINE"
By T. P. SIMMONS, Ashland, Kentucky

BE PREPARED!
Yes, be prepared to refute false doctrine whenever you meet it!
David Burris, of Oakdale, Tennessee, formerly
editor of The Baptist Sentinel, said this:

"If you would like to own a book that would
help you defeat the error you meet from day
to day, the writer knows no single volume that
favorably compares with 'A Systematic Study
Of Bible Doctrine."
These are some of the heresies refuted: Apostasy, fatalism, modernism, evolution, feminism,
Arminianism, Roman catholicism, Campbellism,
Pentecostalism, perfectionism, Russellism, alien
immersion, anti-missionism, unionism, open communion, and the universal church theory.
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"WHAT IS MAN?"
(Continued from page one)

I.
My text asks the question:
"What is man?" Let me ask
this morning, "WHAT IS MAN
IN CREATION?" That is, as
man was created, what was his
position before God?
If you will go back to the
early chapters of the book of
Genesis, you will find that man
in creation was made in the
very image of God Himself. Listen:
"And God said, Let us make
man in OUR IMAGE, after our
likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and
over the cattle, and over all the
earth, and over every creeping
thing that creepeth upon the
earth. So God created man in
HIS OWN IMAGE, in the image of God created he him;
male and female created he
them."—Gen. 1:26, 27.
This took place after all the
balance of God's creation was
made. Then as a capstone to
creation, man was made perfect, made in the very image of
God, and in the likeness of God
Himself. In creation, beloved,
man was SPIRITUALLY PURE.
So complete was this spiritual
purity that when God came
down in the garden in the cool
of the day, Adam and Eve
would hurry into His presence.
I think the sweetest music that
ever fell upon the ears of Adam
prior to his fall in Eden, was
the music when God spoke face
to face with him in the garden.
In view of the fact that Adam
and God walked together hand
in hand and conversed together
face to face in Eden's Garden, I
say beloved, that is positive
proof of the spiritual purity of
man in creation.
Not only was man created
spiritually pure, he was likewise
created PHYSICALLY PERFECT. It is impossible for us to
know just what Adam was physically for there has never been
anybody like Adam physically
in the world since. I don't think
Adam ever knew what it was
to get tired when he lived in
the Garden of Eden. I don't
think he ever knew what it was
to have fatigue and jadded
nerves when he lived in the
Garden of Eden. I am sure that
if he had continued living there
he would never have died, that
his body was physically perfect
to the extent that he would
never have known fatigue, nor
disease, and death would never
have fastened itself upon him.
Thus, I say, beloved, that he
was physically perfect as well
as spiritually pure.
Likewise, in the Garden of
Eden, he had an UNTAINTED
CONSCIENCE, of which you
and I have never been the possessors. You talk with an individual and he has a far away
look in his eyes — he will look
in another direction when you
talk to him. What's the reason?
There is a tainted conscience
behind that far off visionary
glance.
I visited a man to talk with
him about a matter of business
a couple of years ago. He walked over and looked out the window as I sat at his desk. When
I got up and walked over to
the window, he turned and
walked over to the other side
of the room. He wouldn't look
me in the eye. I understand
that he deals with everyone in
that manner. A tainted conscience is the reason that men
have a squint look in their eye,
and that men are unable to
face one another and talk eye
to eye. Originally, Adam had
an untainted conscience.
Wonderful as it was for Adam
to be spiritually pure, physical-

ly perfect and the possessor of
an untainted conscience, it was
even more wonderful as to the
PERFECT MIND which God
gave unto Adam. If you go to
the zoo today you will see the
animals that are there, and
when you come home, you can't
begin to even name half of
them, yet, beloved, Adam gave
names unto them all. Listen:
"And out of the ground the
Lord God formed every beast of
the field, and every fowl of the
air; and brought them unto
Adam to see what he would
call them: and whatsoever Adam
called every living creature, that
was the name thereof."—Gen.
2:19.
As I say, beloved, you and I
can't even recall the names of
half of them today, but Adam
named them one by one as they
walked before him. Surely, beloved, then we can say that in
his original state in Adam, man
was created spiritually pure,
physically perfect, with an untamed conscience, and with a
mind of absolute perfection. We
can't conceive of man as he was
originally, in view of the fact
that we can't picture what a perfect human being is like. You
and I are not perfect. There is
no one whom you have ever
seen that was perfect. There is
no one with whom you have
ever associated who was perfect.
In view of the fact that we
can't imagine what a perfect human being is like, we therefore
cannot conceive as to what man
was originally in the Garden of
Eden, for the very best man today in comparison with Adam
fades into insignificance and
nothingness when compared to
the perfections of Adam in the
Garden of Eden.
Many manufacturers today
rejoice in being able to advertise their products as being perfect, or at least almost perfect
from impurities. Well, beloved,
man when he was created and
placed in the Garden of Eden
was a 100 per cent product as
far as perfection is concerned.\
I think the very nearest we
can come to imagining as to
what man was like in Eden's
Garden is to read the four Gospels and to see what Jesus
Christ was like when He was
here in the days of His flesh.
Man, when he was created and
placed within the Garden of
Eden, was exactly like Jesus
Christ was during the thirtythree years that He lived on
this earth, with but one exception. Christ had a perfect Divine righteousness whereas
Adam possessed a perfect human righteousness. Other than
that, beloved, our Lord Jesus
Christ comes nearer illustrating
what Adam was originally than
anyone else we might know.
I say, beloved, it is beyond
our comprehension; it is beyond
our limited mentality; it is beyond our finite intelligence to
imagine man as he was placed
originally in the Garden of
Eden.

II
IF, BELOVED, MAN AS HE
WAS ORIGINALLY CREATED,
IS FAR BEYOND OUR MENTAL COMPREHENSION,THEN
MAY WE ASK: "WHAT IS
MAN TODAY?"
Why beyond a shadow of a
doubt, beloved, you know what
man's condition is this hour. He
is as unlike he was in the Garden of Eden, as a snake is unlike an angel of God in Heaven.
There is as much difference in
the nature of man now and the
nature of Adam in the Garden
of Eden as there is in the nature of a serpent that crawls
on the ground and an angel
that flies through the air.
From the very day of Adam's
fall, every man who has been
born into this world has beep
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You talk to an unsaved man
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ran*,(Continued from page two)
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WAITING
The restless millions wait
The light whose dawning
Maketh all things new;
Christ also waits—
But men are slow and few.
Have we done all we could?
Have I, have you?

—China's Millions
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(Continued from page one)
care of its old. But they had to
be worthy to qualify. This verse
is the only verse in the New
Testament besides the passage
in John 13 that even mentions
footwashing. The Scripture for
this is very meager.
Notice two things: Woman's
chief sphere is the home. Where
do you "bring up children"—in
the home or in the church?
Where do you "lodge strangers"
—in the home or in the church?
Where do you "relieve the afflicted" — in the home or the
church? You say, "In the home,
of course." Where would this
widow have "washed the saints'
feet — in the home or in the
church? In the home, of course.
Besides this, if footwashing were
a church ordinance, every member in good standing would have
qualified, and it would have
been needless to have made such
a specification.
VI. Footwashing is not a
Church ordinance for it contains
no picture of the truths of salvation.
The ordinances are to be mirrors of Christ, pictures and messages about him. Baptism is a
picture of the Resurrection of
Jesus — Romans 6:4, 5. The
Lord's Supper is a picture of the
broken body and spilled blood
of Jesus — Luke 22:19, 20. But
what does footwashing picture?
"Humility," cries the footwasher. "Whose humility?" we
counter. "Why, the humility of
whosoever is washing feet," he
replies. Church ordinances are
not to picure you, but Jesus.
It is 'true that Jesus showed
His humility by washing the
disciples' feet. But he showed
His humility in many other
ways. He rode into Jerusalem
on an ass rather than on a
charging steed to fulfill prophecy and show his lowly character, but riding into town on
an ass is not to be a church ordinance. He was born in a manger, but that is not a church ordinance. He slept on the mountainside, but that is not a church
ordinance.
Footwashing does not necessarily picture humility. Pride is
pride, whatever it concerns.
These folks say, in effect, "We
are humble, and proud of it."
That is like saying, "I am
ashamed of myself and proud of
it." Humility put in a showcase
becomes pride.
VII. Modern footwashing is
useless, meaningless, and far
from the Bible patern.
In Jesus' time and before,
there were no paved roads; they
were dusty in summer and
muddy in winter. Also, the filth
of animals was on the streets.
The people wore robes to their
knees, no hose, loose sandals, so
the feet became dirty. They did
not eat in chairs as we, but reclined on couchers, or cushions,
so it was not the thing to come
to meals dirty. It was customary as far back as Abraham
when the guests arrived to pro-

vide water to wash their feet.
If the guest were great and especially loved by the host, the
host himself would do it. In
other words, they washed feet
because they needed it. Jesus
refused to wash Peter's hands
and head because they were not
dirty.—John 13:9, 10. Footwashing, then was an act of service.
Today it is only a hollow
form, a mockery of the original
act. People going to footwashing
would wash feet before the time
for the meeting, and that would
ruin its meaning. A believer in
footwashing, when asked if her
family washed their feet before
a meeting for footwashing, replied, "Yes."
In Luke 22:24-30, the disciples
have been quarreling as to who
would be greatest. In their
pride they were not willing to
wash one another's feet. Evidently the water, basin, and
towel had been provided by the
owner of the upper room, but
their hearts were too proud to
do the work of a servant. Jesus
rebukes this spirit by his act of
footwashing. He does not mean
for the church to wash feet
when there is no need for it,
but to do deeds of lowly service.
He said, "I have given you an
example." Note verse 17 in John
13, "If ye know these things,
happy are ye if ye do them."
The plural number, "things,"
and "them," proves he was not
talking of footwashing, for he
would have used the singular.
Be a servant, and you will fulfill
John 13.

%M.
THE STORY OF A HYMN
(Continued from page one)
Him just as you are," answered
the minister.
The young girl was overpowered as the simple truth took
possession of her mind, and she
went to her room, knelt, and
gave God her heart, guilty and
vile as it was, to be cleanse:I
and made fit for His indwelling.
As she knelt, peace and joy
filled her soul to overflowing.
Inspired by the new and rapturous experience, she wrote the
hymn:
Just as I am, without one plea.
But that Thy blood was shed for
me,
And that Thou bidd'st me come
to Thee,
0 Lamb of God, I come! I
come!
Just as I am; Thou wilt receive.
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse,
relieve:
Because Thy promise I believe,
0 Lamb of God, I come! I
come!
Little did Charlotte Elliott
think of the fame or the immortality of the words she had written. She was simply putting the
language of her heart on paper.
But this hymn has appealed to
many other sin-sick souls as it
has been sung in the congregation of the righteous. What a
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teachings of God's word and be- GOD TEACHES IT. Therefore, Dec
come unbelievers have they not my faith does not stand in the Riot
(Continued from page one)
apostatized? Are they not lost wisdom of men, but in the
"I would enjoy another glass again? That is the way it looks power of God and for that reavery much," he answered.
to me. And I certainly DO NOT son cannot be overthrown by
The girl at once complied with beleieve the doctrine of apos- false teachers who deny that
his desire, upon which he sought tasy. Now, I believe Brother blessed word. If it had been
to pay her.
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