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eSome people never get religion in their hands and feet.

Have You Made Any Sacrifices For
Foreign Missionaries Such As This!

13Y OSWALD J. SMITH. Litt. D.

The Meaning Of Sacrifice

bo you know the meaning of
Sacrifice? I will never forget
a little girl by the name of
Grace. She was saved in Dale
Presbyterian Church when I
Weis in my twenties. Her heart
?7as in India. One day her
Ildother told her she was going to
IttlY her a new topcoat. The one

was wearing was thread-
"are. She had worn it for six
Years. But Grace begged her
alother to give her the money,
stating that she could wear her

y? W1i lid coat for one more winter.
.g churell er mother did so, and Grace
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sent the money to her mission-
er_ies in India.
i before I left Dale, Grace was
"alten ill. On her death-bed
She made her mother promise to

li all her clothes, such as they
‘vere, and send whatever she
got, to India. The mother, with

tears in her eyes, promised. I
*ould like to be standing some-
/There near the throne when
qraee gets her reward. Her

(''art was in India and her

11ey followed her heart, re-
gardless of the sacrifice. Do

my friend, know anything
ehout that kind of sacrifice?

FINDS AIRPLANE
DOOR WINS $200

Don Fellers of Angola, Ind.,
is $200 richer because he found
a door that dropped from an
American Airlines DC-6 in
flight.
American Airlines immediate-

ly offered $100 reward to any
one who found the door, then
raised it to $200.
An airlines spokesman said

the door was wanted for study
to determine why it broke
loose.
Don Fellers found the door

while herding cattle on his
uncle's farm four miles north
of Angola.
The incident reminds us of

another Door, which when
found yields treasure worth in-
finitely more than $200!
The Lord Jesus said: "I am

the door: by me if any man en-
ter in, he shall be saved, and
shall go in and out, and find
pasture." (John 10:9).
Ever since the Lord Jesus

died for our sins and rose again,
He has been the Door to sal-
vation, to the forgiveness of
sins, to eternal life, and to
Heaven itself. For "there is,
none other name under heaven
given among men, whereby we
must be saved." (Acts 4:12).
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What Does The Bible Say About Favoritism!
By ROY MASON
Tampa, Florida

We wish to deal with an ex-
ceedingly practical and import-
ant subject—namely our atti-
tude as a church towards differ-
ent people.

First of all, let us realize that
"God is no respecter of per-
sons." (See Acts 10:34). And
the same sentiment is expressed
in other passages. God is not
impressed by wealth, color or
position. To Him a man is a
man, regardless. Likewise we
should take lessons from His
example in this regard.

What Should Our Attitude, As
Church People, Be Towards

Others?

1. To the stranger and visitor
who comes we should be cordial
and friendly. And Proverbs 18:

24 is suggestive just here. What
about YOUR attitude? Do you
go into a huddle with a little
bunch of your friends after the
services, and pay no attention
to others? Do you pay atten-
tion to just a few of the "old
timers" and none to newer
members, leaving them to get
acquainted as best they can?
Do you make it a practice to go
off home without ever greeting
anybody—leaving that for the
pastor or deasons or somebody
else to do? Can you call the
names of most of those who
have come into the church
since you have been a member,
and if not, why not?
An attitude of friendliness

means much in a church. Many
a stranger is lonely and needs a
kindly word. Why shouldn't
we have one of the friendliest
churches anywhere? It doesn't

cost anything to be friendly
with people who come, and it
certainly pays rich dividends.

2. The new member shouldn't
have to wait and wait for
"seniority rights" before being
used. Let us realize that when
people join, they have all rights
and privileges. We are not
running a railroad with a
seniority system. We learned
the other day of a church that
split on this issue. The town
began to grow—new members
came into the church, but a rul-
ing clique were unwilling for
new members to hold any plac-
es of leadership. Folk got tired
of this and the result was a
split. We know of a big church
in Texas that split in the same
way. Any church — and any
group of members ought to wel-
come new blood. It is easy to

(Continued on page four)

Jesus Proved In The Bible That If Is
Scriptural To Hold Religious Debates
By ISAAC J. SMITH

tteehdensed from "Tabernacle
atist Church Bulletin."

bebates in the religious world
usually objected to on the

°rctinds that they cause bad
Iing and do harm. But if

\,..fo:ducted strictly by Hedges'
ihr other good rules of logic and
the disputants are gentlemen,
eY can be of great good, con-

the deceived and edu-
tr;ng the saved in Biblical
an'al. I've never heard a per-
4-11 object to debating in our
441tIcrial or state legislatures on
f e grounds that it stirs bad
oh'eling! How democratic would
tr:41' legislatures be without the
ee speech of debating? If the

clple of debating be wrong
1.1" the religious world, would it
bLt also be in our legislative
IvZies, or even in a local church
1.;e11 an issue arises, as in Acts

ofS,°,rrie object on the grounds
b6'lleir assumption that the Bi-
11,,- condemns it. In Isa. 58:4;
1;1,111. 1:29; and II Cor. 12:20,
4 ating or striving in the low
t, se of carnal dissension is
si,Zclernned. The Revised Ver-
‘.. translates the word as

This is the correct
th'hslation. If not, we would
itte-cl„ God's Word contradicting
ek't where it commands and
V,111131es debating. We accept

4ester'5 definitidn: "Discus-
for elucidating truth; argu-

4Pts or reasoning, especially
viL/Areen those of diametrical
t6,-": dispute, controversy; as,

debates in Parliament or in
)cllgress." In Prov. 25:9 it is
44dDl.e,sslY taught in the Bible,

the Revised Version also
bai: employs the word "de-

as does the King James
tvit'i,'40n: "Debate thy cause

thy neighbor himself, and
a 4̀)se not t h e secret of

A1VIPLES are replete in

the Holy Scriptures for us to
follow.

In Matt. 15:1-8, Christ Him-
self debates with the Pharisees
about the tradition of the eld-
ers and the commandments of
God. Then in Matt. 22:15 we
find Jesus debating with the
Pharisees as to whether it was
lawful to pay tribute to Ceasar.
Jesus won! Again, in Mk. 11:
30, Christ, is debating with the
"Chief priests, Scribes and Eld-
ers" about the authority of
John's baptism. One rhetori-
cal, theological question won
for Christ, permanently closing
their mouths. Again, in Luke
20:27-40, our Lord defends the
doctrine of the resurrection
against the Sadducees. When
Jesus showed them that they
had "erred, not knowing the
Scriptures neither the power of
God," He won, wresting from
them this admission; "Master

(Continued on page four)

According to International
News Service, the body of
Paul Neal, one-time top jockey,
was found in an ice-crusted
Chicago alley at the end of his
last and longest losing streak.

It was a far cry from the
years — more than fifteen of
them — when Neal drove to
the track in flashy cars and
rode to the cheers of thousands
of fans and well-wishers.
In 1929 the jockey — then

a teenager just a year out of
grammar school—rode twenty-
six winning horses in the first
27 days of the Washington park
meeting in Chicago. In the sea-
sons that followed, he earned
up to $15,000 a year as a con-
tract rider.
At 32, his luck, as they say,
(Continued on page four)
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MUSED UNCLE MOSE
Dey's a lot o' fo'ks dat calls

deselves chu'ch membahs, but
actual' dey is jes' chu'ch prob-
lums.

ONCE GREAT JOCKEY How Blood Redemption Brings NewDIES ALONE IN ALLEY

Life From God To Dying Sinners
By W. B. CURNUTTE

Louisa, Kentucky

Heb. 9:22. Without the shed-
ding of blood there is no re-
mission. You cannot have na-
tural life or spiritual life with-
out blood. Lev. 17:10,11. For
the life of the flesh is in the
blood. For proof, you set eggs
from hens where there is no
rooster and they will not hatch,
for there is no blood life there.
The female furnishes the body,
and the male the blood life.

Gen. 2:7. Adam was the first
man. Gen. 2:15. God put him
in the Garden of Eden to keep
it. Gen. 2:17. God gave Adam
his orders and told him if he
disobeyed he would die. Gen.
3:6. He disobeyed. He ate of
the forbidden fruit. He died
spiritually, for spiritual death
is separation from God.' So
Adam's life was contaminated
by sin. Acts 17:26. "And hath

"Obeftrstnaptist JJuttt
THE BIBLE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION

By ELD. C. D. COLE

Mbrtons Gap, Kentucky

ELECTIOr!—what a hated
word! What a despised doc-
trine! What a neglected truth
even by many who profess to
believe it. There are many who
experience a feeling of repul-
sion at the very mention of this
Bible-revealed, God-honoring,
and man-humbling truth.
Spurgeon said, "There seems to
be an inveterate prejudice in
the human mind against this
doctrine, and although most
other doctrines will be received

by professing Christians, some
with caution, others with pleas-
ure, yet this one seems to be
most frequently disregarded
and discarded." If such were
true in Spurgeon's day how
much more so in this our day.
Concerning this doctrine there
is an alarming departure from
the faith of our Baptist fathers.
Touching this article of our
faith Baptists have come to a
day when they have a Calvin-
istic creed and an Arminian
clergy.
But there are some who love

the doctrine of ELECTION. To

them election is the foundation
dug deep for the other doctrines
of human redemption to rest
upon. They love it enough to
preach it in the face of criti-
cism and persecution. They will
surrender their pulpits rather
than be silenced on this preci-
ous tenet of the once delivered
faith. But all who love the
doctrine were once haters of
it, therefore, they have nothing
in which to take pride. Every
man by nature is an Arminian.
It takes the regenerating work
of the Holy Spirit and the Word
(Continued on page two)

made of one blood all nations
of men for to dwell on all the
face of the earth." Adam's
blood flows through our veins.
That is why we are born sin-
ners.
Do any babies go to Hell? No.

Rom. 4:15. For where no law
is, there is no transgression.
John 1:29. "Behold the Lamb
of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world!" Christ died
for Adam's sin. That atones
for babies and those not ac-
countable; but when we come
to the years of accountability,
there are the Ten Command-
ments, God's Holy Law, and
when we break one we go to
Hell for our own sins, unless it
is paid for, and we have nothing
to pay for them. It takes pure
blood to pay the debt and we
do not have it. 1 John 1:7.
"The blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sin."
Gal. 4:4. "But when the full-
ness of the time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made of a
woman, made under the law, to
redeem them that were under
the law, that we might receive
the adoption of sons. And be-
cause ye are sons, God hath
sent forth the Spirit of his Son
into your hearts." Here we re-
ceive the same spirit life that
Christ has.
Luke 1:26-35. "And in the

sixth month the angel Gabriel
was sent from God unto a city
of Galilee, named Nazareth, To
a virgin espoused to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David; and the virgin's
name was Mary. And the angel
came in unto her, and said,
Hail, thou art highly favored,
the Lord is with thee: blessed
art thou among women. And
when she saw him, she was
troubled at his saying, and cast
in her mind what manner of
salutation this should be. And
the angel said unto her, Fear
not, Mary: for thou hast found
(Continued on page four)
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(Continued from page one)
of God, taught by the Holy
Spirit, to cause a man to love
the doctrine of election. How
deeply important that believers
should be learners. To do this
we must acknowledge the su-
perior wisdom of God whose
thoughts are not as o u r
thoughts. The Bible was given
to correct our thinking. Re-
pentance is a change of mind
resulting in a change of think-
ing. We are not to come to the
Bible as critics; the Bible is to
critise us. We cannot come to
the Bible infallibly, but by
grace we can come humbly.
May grace be given to every
writer and reader that we may
have the right attitude of heart
before God. The surest evi-
dence of a saved state is to have
the right attitude towards the
Word of God. Dear reader, let
the writer warn you against
"poking fun" at any doctrine of
the Bible.
The doctrines of grace have

found expression in two sys-
tems of theology commonly
known as Calvinism and Arm-
inianism. These two systems
were not named for their
founders, but for the men who
popularized them. The system
of truth known as Calvinism
was preached by Augustine at
an earlier date, and before Aug-
ustine by Christ and the Apos-
tles, being especially emphasiz-
ed by the apostle Paul. The
system of error known as Arm-
inianism was proclaimed by
Pelagius in the fifth century.
Between these two there is no
middle position; every man is
either one or the other in his
religious thinking. Some try
to mix the two but this is not
straight thinking. To say that
we are neither Calvinistic nor
Arminian is to evade the issue.
Paulinism is represented by
either Calvinism or Arminian-
ism. The true system is based
upon the truth of man's inher-
ent and total depravity; the
false system is based upon the
Romish dogma of free-will.

Some General Remarks To
Disarm Prejudice

There is no doctrine so gross-
ly misrepresented. Bro. A. S.
Pettie's complaint against the
enemies of total depravity is
equally applicable here, when
he says, "From hostile lips a
fair and correct statement of
the doctrine is never heard."
The treatment the doctrine of
election receives from the
hands of its enemieS is very
much like that received by the
primitive Christians from pa-
gan Roman Emperors. The an-
cient Christians were often clo-
thed in the skins of slain ani-
mals and then subjected to at-
tack by ferocious wild beasts.
So the doctrine of election is
clothed in an ugly garb and

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER

PAGE TWO

MARCH 31, 1951

held up to ridicule and sport.
We will now try to strip this
glorious truth of its false and
vicious garment with which
enemy hands have robed it, and
put upon it the garments of
holiness and wisdom.

1. Election is not salvation
but is unto salvation. "What
then? Israel hath not obtained
that which he seeketh for; but
the election (elect) hath ob-
tained it, and the rest were
blinded" (Rom. 11:7). "God
hath from the beginning chosen
you to salvation" (2 Thess. 2:
13). Now then, if the elect ob-
tain salvation, and if election is
to salvation, election must pre-
cede salvation. Men are saved
when they believe on Christ
not when they are elected.
Roosevelt was not president
when he was elected, but when
he was inaugurated. There was
not only an election to, but an
induction into the office. God's
elect are inducted into the posi-
tion of saintship by the effect-
ual call, (the quickening work
of the Holy Spirit) through
which they become believers in
the Gospel. See I Cor. 1:29; 2
Thess. 2:13,14.

2. Election is not the cause
of anybody going to hell, for
election is unto salvation.
Neither is non-election respon-
sible for the damnation of sin-
ners. SIN is the thing that sends
men to hell, and all men are
sinners by nature and practice
-sinners altogether apart from
election and non-election. It
does not follow that because
election is unto salvation that
non-election is unto damnation.
SIN is the damning element in
human life. ELECTION
HARMS NOBODY.

• 3. Election belongs to the sys-
tem of grace. In Paul's day
there was a remnant among the
Jews who were saved accord-
ing to the election of grace.
(Rom. 11:5). The attitude of
men towards election is the acid
test of their belief in grace.
Those who oppose election can-
not consistently claim to be-
lieve in salvation by grace. This
is seen in the creeds of Chris-
tendom. Those denominations
that believe in salvation by
works have no place for the
doctrine of election in their con-
fessions of faith; those that be-
lieve in salvation by grace,
apart from human merit, have
not failed to include election in
their written creed. One group
is headed by the Roman Ca-
tholics, the other group is head-
ed by the Baptists.

4. Election does not prevent
the salvation of anybody who
wants to be saved. But the
distinction needs to be made
between a mere desire to es-
cape hell and the desire to be
saved from sin. The desire to
be saved from hell is a natural
desire-nobody wants to burn.
The desire to be saved from
sin is a spiritual desire result-
ing from the convicting work
of the Holy Spirit. And God's
electing grace is the very mo-
ther of this desire. To repre-
sent election by saying that God
has spread the Gospel feast, and
a man comes to the table hun-
gering for the bread of life; but
God says "No, this is not for
you, you are not one of my
elect," is to misrepresent the
holy doctrine. Here is the truth:
-God has spread the feast but
the fact is nobody wants to
come to the table. "They all
with one consent began to make
excuse." God knew just how
fallen nature would act, and He
took no chance on His table be-
ing filled, so, He tells His ser-
vant to go out and compel them
to come. See Luke 14:23. Were
it not for the redemptive work
of Christ there would be no
Gospel feast; were it not for the

compelling work of the Holy
Spirit there would be no guests
at the table. A mere invitation
brings nobody to the table.
5: Election means that the

destiny of men is in the hands
of God. Many of us have re-
garded as an axiom the state-
ment that every man's destiny is
in his own hands. But this is to
deny the whole tenor of Scrip-
ture. At no time is the destiny
of the saint in his own hands,
either before or after he is sav-
ed. Was my destiny in my own
hands before I was saved? If
so, I regenerated myself; I re-
surrected, by my own power,
myself out of a state of sin and
death; I am my own benefactor
and have nobody to thank but
myself for being alive and sav-
ed. Perish such a thought! By
the grace of God I am what I
am. Read John 1:13; Ephesians
2:1-10; 2 Tim. 1:9; James 1:18.

Is my destiny in my own
hands now? Then, I will either
keep myself saved or I will lose
my salvation. But the Bible
says we are kept by the power
of God through faith. I Peter
1:15; Psa. 37:28; John 10:27-29;
Phil. 1:6; Heb. 13:5. If my des-
tiny is not safe in my own
hands after I am saved then
how could it be thought to be
safe in my own hands before
my conversion?
The saint dies, his body is

consigned to the grave and be-
comes a dust-heap. Is his des-
tiny in his own hands then? If
so, what hope has he of ever
coming out of the grave with an
immortal ' a n d incorruptible
body? None at all if his des-
tiny is in his own hands.
Such a theory, that the des-

tiny of the saint is or ever has
been in his o*n hands, reverses
the very laws of nature and im-
plies that water can rise above
the level of its source; that man
can lift himself into the attic
by his boot-straps; that the
Ethiopian can change his color,
and the leopard can remove his
spots; that death can beget life;
that evolution is true and God
is a liar. The theory that one's
destiny is in his own hands be-
gets self-confidence and self-
righteousness: the belief that
destiny is in the hands of God
begets SELF-ABNEGATION
AND FAITH IN GOD.

6. Election stands or falls
with the doctrine of God's
sovereignty and man's depravi-
ty. If God is sovereign and
man is depraved, then it follows
as a natural consequence, that
some will be saved, or none will
be saved, or all will be saved.
The practical results of election
are that some, yea many, will
be saved. Election is not a
plan to save a mere handful of
folk. Christ gave Himself a
ransom for many. See Matt.
20:28; Rev. 5:9; 19. God's
sovereignty involves His pleas-
ure (John 5:21; Matt. 11:25.
27) ; His power (Job 23:13; Jer.
32:17; Matt. 19:26); and His
mercy (Rom. 9:18).

7. The elect are manifested in
repentance and faith and good
works. These graces, being God-
wrought in man, are not the
cause but the evidences of elec-
tion. See I Thess. 1:3-10; 2 Pet.
1:5-10; Phil. 2:12-13; Luke 18:
7. The man who doesn't pray,
who has not repented of his
sins and trusted Christ, and
who does not engage in good
works has no right to claim that
he is one of God's elect.

Some False Views Examined
And Refuted

Many professing Christians
really have no view of election.
They have not given it enough
thought and study to even have
any opinion about it. Many
have erroneous views. We shall
notice some of them.

1. The view that men are

elected when they believe. This
view is easily refuted for it is
contrary to both common sense
and Scripture. Election is to
salvation, and therefore, must
precede salvation. It is non-
sense to talk about electing a
man to something he already
has. The man has salvation
when he believes and hence
election at that point would not
be necessary. ELECTION TOOK
PLACE IN ETERNITY; SAL-
VATION TAKES PLACE
WHEN T H E SINNER BE-
LIEVES.

2. The view that election per-
tains only to the Jews. This
view robs Gentiles of the com-
fort of Rom. 8:28-39. More-
over, Paul, who was an apostle
to the Gentiles, says that he en-
dured all things for the elect's
sakes that they might obtain
salvation (2 Tim. 2:10).

3. The view that election took
place in eternity, but that it was
in view of foreseen repentance
and faith. According to this
view, God, in eternity, looked
down through the ages and saw
who would repent and believe
and those who He foresaw
would repent and believe were
elected to salvation. This view
is correct in only one point,
namely, that election took place
in eternity. It is wrong in that
it makes the ground of election
to be something in the sinner
rather than something in God.
Read Eph. 1:4-6 where election
and predestination are said to
be "According to the good
pleasure of his will" and "To
the praise of the glory of his
grace." This view though the
popular one with the majority
of Baptists today, is open to
many objections.
(1) It denies what the Bible

says about man's condition by
nature. The Bible does not
describe the natural man as
having faith (I Cor. 2:14; John
3:3). Both repentance and
faith are gifts of God, and God
did not see these graces in any
sinner apart from His purpose
to give them. "Him hath God
exalted with his right hand to
be a Prince and a Saviour, for
to give repentance to Israel,
and forgiveness of sins" (Acts
5:13). "When they heard these
things they held their peace,
and glorified God, saying Then
hath God also to the Gentiles
granted repentance unto life"
(Acts 11:18). "In meekness in-
structing those that oppose
themselves; If God peradven-
ture will give them repentance
to the acknowledgment of the
truth." (2 Tim. 2:25). Read
also Eph. 2:8-10; I Cor. 3:5.
Election was not because of
foreseen faith, but because of
foreseen unbelief. It is not the
election of God's faithful ones,
but the faith of God's elect, if
we are to keep to Scriptural
words (Titus 1:1).
(2) It makes the human race

differ by nature, whereas, the
Bible says, we are all by nature
the children of wrath and all
clay of the same lump. Eph. 2:
3; Rom. 9:21. Men are made to
differ in the new birth. John
3:6.

(3) It perverts the Scriptural
meaning of the word "fore-
knowledge." The word as used
in the Bible means more than
foreknowledge about persons. It
is the foreknowledge of persons.
In Rom. 8:29-30 the foreknown
are predestinated to the image
of Christ, and are called, justi-
fied, and glorified. In I Peter
1:2 the word for "foreknow-
ledge" is the same as "foreor-
dain" in the 20th verse of the
same chapter, where the mean-
ing cannot be "foreknowledge"
about Christ. God's foreknow-
ledge about persons is without
limitations; whereas, His fore-
knowledge of persons is limited

to those who are actually sa‘''
and glorified.
(4) It is open to the strong'. (Cor

objection that can be m: ' the ete
against the Bible view. It Divine
often asked, "If certain -ifi death
are elected and saved, th' many
what is the use to preach ' Itev. 1:

repent and believe? If so' causforeknew a lie.

n' lion, b

With equal propriety we mig' liAL!
ask, "If God knows who is g'
ing to repent and believe, th• 3 ,
why preach to those who e"
cording to His foreknowled
will not repent and believe
Will some repent and belie 

sinn ,

those who are not elected?,

e 1

hayeer

whom He foreknew would 

..
ound

10:h9len
Right here is the weakn', Uut be(

of much of modern missions. • 1:4. /,
is based upon sympathy for ' seen, is
lost rather than obedience

taught in the Bible, means the Illen of

substitute, who in time hear t

by raising three very pertin d

and I take all of them there he; ITU, sp.
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Election

(Continued from page two)
the eternal determination of the
13ivine mind concerning the
death of Christ. There are
alany similar expressions. See

V. 13:8; 2 Thess. 2:13; 2 Tim.
1:9. ELECTION IS ETER-
NAL!

,3. WHY WAS THE ELEC-
'ING DONE? Was it on the
ground of something good in the
!inner? Then nobody would
'lave been elected for there is
hone good. Holiness is not the
cause but the effect of election.
Chosen that we should be holy
hot because we were holy. Eph.
!:4. Nor, as we have already
'eeil, is election in view of fore-

repentance and faith. Elec-
'ion is the cause of repentance
44h,_ 1:1 faith and not the effect of
ese graces. To say that God

1,,,e'pae men to salvation because
•% foresaw that they would re-
Pent and believe and be saved
to attribute foolishness to the

$1,41flaitely wise God. It is as if
'he president should issue a de-

that the sun must rise
,ihniorrow because he foresees
that it will rise: or as if a sculp-
," should choose a certain piece

Marble because he foresaw
ti,liat it would make itself into
1" image he wanted. We chal-
j,erige any Arminian to raise
(aPae questions and get his

er( s from the Scriptures.

Some Objections Considered
And Answered

Maily are t h e objections
eOught against this doctrine.
1 1:411etimes the objectors are
uci and furious. Alas! that

h.", Many of these objectors are
'0,13aptist ranks. To preach this

g,d-fashioned doctrine of our
'th as did Bunyan, Fuller,
, Spurgeon, Boyce, Broadus,

tendleton, Graves, Jarrell, Car-

:
it°11, Jeter, Boyce Taylor and a
st of other representative
:t1 of our denomination is to

tlytirt the bitterest kind of op-
44ition. John Wesley himself
. 1/er said harsher words
eril,inst this blessed tenet of our
}stiAl than do some so-called
:Dtists of today. Arminian-

that offspring of popery,
had an abnormal growth in
last decade or two as the

oPPted child of a large group
liaptists.

IT IS OBJECTED THAT
tr";11 VIEW OF ELECTION
"'LITS GOD'S MERCY.

tinllight here we criticise the en-
or he who makes this ob-
on limits both God's mercy
Power. He admits that
s mercy is limited to the

and to this we agree;
0"‘ he denies that God can

ci 11; se a man to believe without
at°1,44.1g violence to the man's will,
Cti k̀ thus he limits God's power.

believe that God is able to
'1,ivZ a man a sound mind (2

7) and make him willing
14.the day of His power. At
41; Point we must face two
if r.,7vident propositions. First,
"°c1 is trying to save every

atiehlber of Adam's fallen race,
Do,c1 does not succeed, then His
icy er is limited and He is not
,)tte Lord God Almighty. See-
be;.He is not trying to save
4,, Y member of the fallen
Ve, then His mercy is limited.
41: Inust of necessity limit His
bo reY or His power, or go overOts
trNt ,and baggage to the Uni-
Wt alist's position. But, before
1414 uo that, let us go "to the
h. and to the testimony,"
oti leh says, "I will have mercy
kltill honl I will have mercy,
W11,, Will have compassion on
• I will have compassion

l'herefore hath He mercy on
‘vii°41 lie will have mercy and
(11,;11.1 He will He hardeneth"

"hi. 9:15-18). It needs to be
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said for the comfort and hope
of great sinners, that God's
mercy is not limited by the
natural condition of the sin-
ner. All sinners are dead un-
til God makes them alive. He
is able to take away the heart
of stone. No man is too great a
sinner to be saved. We can
pray for the salvation of the
chief of sinners with the as-
surance that God can if He will.
"The King's heart is in the
hands of the Lord as the river
of water: He turneth it whither-
soever He will" (Prov. 21:1).
We rejoice to say with Jere-
miah that there is nothing too
hard .for God. We can pray
for the salvation of our loved
ones with the feeling of the
leper, when he said, "Lord, if
thou wilt thou canst make me
clean" (Matt. 8:2). When Rob-
ert Morrison was about to go
to China, he was asked by an
incredulous American if he
thought he could make any im-
pression on those Chinese. His
curt reply was, "No, but I think
God can." This should ever be
our confidence and hope when
we stand before sinners and
preach to them "CHRIST AND
HIM CRUCIFIED."

2. ANOTHER OBJECTION
TO ELECTION IS THAT IT
MAKES GOD UNJUST.

This objection betrays a bad
heart. It would obligate the
CREATOR to the CREATURE.
It makes Salvation a divine ob-
ligation. It denies the right of
the potter over the clay of the
same lump to make one vessel
to honor and another to dis-
honor. By the same parity of
reasoning it makes the govern-
or of a sovereign state unjust
when he pardons one or more
men, unless he empties the pri-
son and turns all the prisoners
loose. Our view of election is
in harmony with what even the
Arminians allow to be proper
and just for a human governor.
All can see that a governor, by
pardoning some men, does not
harm others, who are not par-
doned. Those who are not par-
doned are not in prison because
the governor refused them a
pardon but because they were
guilty of a crime against the
state. Isn't God to be allow-
ed as much sovereignty as the
governor of a state? Salvation,
like a pardon, is something that
is not deserved. If it were de-
served, then God would be un-
just if He did not bestow it up-
on all men.

Salvation is not a matter of
justice but of mercy. It wasn't
the attribute of justice that led
God to provide salvation but
the attribute of mercy. Justice
is simply each man getting
what he deserves. Those who
go to hell will have nobody to
blame but themselves, while
those who go to heaven will
have nobody to praise but God.
Read Rom. 9:22-23.

3. IT IS AGAIN OBJECTED
THAT OUR VIEW OF ELEC-
TION IS AGAINST THE DOC-
TRINE OF WHOSOEVER
WILL."

But the objector is wrong
again. Our view explains and
supports the doctrine of "WHO
SOEVER WILL." Without elec-
tion the invitation to "WHOSO-
EVER WILL" would go •un-
heeded. The Bible doctrine of
"WHOSOEVER WILL" does not
imply the freedom or ability of
the human will to do good. The
human will is free, but its free-
dom is within the limits of fall-
en human nature. It is free
like water; water is free to run
down hill. It is free like the
vulture; the vulture is free to
eat carrion, for that is its na-
ture, but it would starve to
death in a wheat field. It is not
the buzzard's nature to eat
clean food; it feeds upon the
carcasses of the dead. So sin-
ners starve to death in the pres-
ence of the bread of life. Our
Lord said to some sinners, who
were in His very presence "Ye
will not come unto me that ye
might have life" (John 5:40).
It is not natural for a sinner to
trust in Christ. Salvation
through trust in a crucified
Christ is a stumbling block to
the Jew and foolishness to the,
Greek; it is only the called, both
Jews and Greeks, who trust it
as the wisdom and power of
God. See I Cor. 1:23-24.

Here is a physical corpse. Is
it free to get up and walk
around? In one sense, yes. It
is not bound by fetters. There
is no external restraint. But,
in another sense, that corpse is
not free. It is hindered by its
natural condition. It is its na-
ture to decompose and go back
to dust. It is not the nature of
death to stir about. Here is a
spiritual corpse—a man dead in
trespasses and sins. Is the man
free to repent and believe and
do good works? Yes, in one
sense. There are no external
restraints. God does not pre-
vent but offers inducements
through His holy Word. But
the corpse is hindered by its
own nature. There must be the
miracle of the new birth, for
except a man be born from
above he cannot see or enter
into the kingdom of God. John
3:3-5.

It is painful to some of us to
see our brethren forsake the
faith of our Baptist forbearers
at this point and join the ranks
of the Roman Catholics and
other Arminians. If anyone
doubts this charge let him read
the article of faith adopted by
the Catholics at the council of
Trent (1563). I quote their
statement on the freedom of the
human will—"If anyone shall
affirm that since the fall of
Adam man's free-will is lost,
let him be accursed." But alas,
in this day, such a spirit is not
confined to the Roman Catho-

lies. Horatius Bonar makes the
following quotation from John
Calvin:—
"The Papist theologians have

a distinction current among
themselves that God does not
elect men according to their
works which are in them but
that He chooses them that He
foresees will be believers."
Ah, the real trouble with the

objector is not election; it is
something else. His real ob-
jective is to total depravity or
human inability to do good. I
can do no better here than to
quote from Percy W.. Heward
of London, England. He says,
"It seems to me that the ma-
jority of objections to God's
sovereign grace, to God's elect-
ing love, are actually objections
to something else, namely ob-
jections to the fact that man is
ruined. If you probe beneath
the surface you will find that
very few object to election.
Why should they? Election
harms no, one. HOW can the
picking of a man out of doom
harm anyone else? The real
objection at the present day is
not to election, though that
word is made the catchword of
sad controversy—the real ob-
jection is to that fact which is
revealed in Psa. 51, that we are
shapen in iniquity, that we are
born sinners by nature, dead in
sins, until, as we read concern-
ing Paul in Gal. 1, "It pleased
God, who separated me, from
my mother's womb and called
me by His grace to reveal His
Son in me . . . " Ah, beloved
friends, we deserve nothing but
doom. Acknowledge this and
election is the only hope. Ac-
knowledge that we are poor lost
sinners, dead in trespasses and
sins, only evil continually; ac-
knowledge that there is in man
no natural spark to be fanned
into a flame but that believers
are born again of incorruptible
seed which the Lord places; ac-
knowledge that if anyone is in
Christ that there is a new crea-
tion, for we are His workman-
ship, having been created in
Christ Jesus; — and election
must be at once recognized."
Every real believer on his

knees subscribes to our view of
election. You cannot pray as-
cribing some credit to self. Sov-
ereign grace will come out in
prayer though it may be left off
the platform. No saved man
will get down on his knees be-
fore God and claim that he
made himself to differ from
others who are not saved, but
with Paul he says, "By the
grace of God I am what I am."
And in praying for the lost we
supplicate God to convict and
convert them. We do not de-
pend upon the freedom of their
wills but beg God to make them
willing to come to Christ, know-
ing that when they come to
Christ He will not cast them
out. See John 6:37.
A Methodist minister once

went to hear a Presbyterian

minister preach. After the ser-
mon, the Methodist said to the
Presbyterian, "That was a
pretty good Arminian sermon
you preached today." "Yes,"
replied the Presbyterian, "We
Presbyterians are pretty good
Arminians when we preach and
you Methodists are pretty good
Calvinists when you pray."
MORE TRUTH THAN POE-
TRY HERE! ! !

4. IT IS ALSO OBJECTED
THAT OUR VIEW OF' ELEC-
TION IS A NEW DOCTRINE
AMONG MISSIONARY BAP-
TISTS.

The fact is that it is so old-
fashioned that it has about gone
out of fashion. The ignorance
betrayed in such a claim is in-
deed pitiable. In refutation we
resort to two sources of infor-
mation (1) Confessions of faith;
(2) Statements of representa-
tive preachers and writers.

(a)CONFESSIONS OF FAITH

The Paterines, according to
W. A. Jarrell, appealed to the
text in the 9th of Romans, in
proof of the doctrines of UN-
CONDITIONAL ELECTION.
See Jarrell's history, page 139.
The Paterines were ancient
progenitors of the Baptists.
The Waldenses, through

whom Baptist church succes-
sion must be traced, declared
themselves as follows: "God
saves from corruption a n d
damnation those whom He has
chosen from the foundation of
the world, not from any dispo-
sition, faith or holiness that He
foresaw in them, but His mere
mercy in Christ Jesus His Son,
passing by all the rest accord-
ing to the irreprehensible rea-
son of His own free-will and
justice." THE DATE OF THIS
CONFESSION WAS 1120! ! !
The London Confession

(1689) and the Philadelphia
Confession (1742) read as fol-
lows: "By the decree of God,
for the manifestation of His
glory, some men and angels are
predestined or foreordained to
ETERNAL LIFE through Jesus
Christ, to the praise of His
glorious grace; others being left
to act in their sins to their just
condemnation, to the praise of
His glorious justice.",
The New Hampshire Confes-

sion (Article 9): "We believe
that election is the eternal pur-
pose of God according to which
He graciously regenerates, sanc-
tifies and saves sinners; that be-
ing perfectly consistent with
the free-agency of man, it con-
prehends all the means in con-
nection with the end; that it is
a most glorious display of God's
sovereign goodness, being in-
finitely free, wise, holy and un-
changeable; that it utterly ex-
cludes boasting and promotes
humility, love, prayer, praise,
trust in God, and active imita-
tion of His free mercy; that it
encourages the use of means in
the highest degree; that it may
be ascertained by its effects in
all who truly believe the Gos-
pel; that is the foundation of
Christian assurance; and that to
ascertain it with regard to our-
selves demands and deserves
the utmost dilligence."

(b) REPREVENTATIVE PRE-
ACHERS AND WRITERS!

John A. Broadus, former pre-
sident of the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary: "From
the divine side, we see that the
Scriptures teach an eternal
election of men to eternal life
simply out of God's good pleas-
ure."
A. H. Strong, former presi-
(Continued on page four)
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The world's reformers look to the crowd. The believers look to the cloud.
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(Continued from page three)
dent of Rochester Theological
Seminary: "Election is the
eternal act of God, by which in
His sovereign pleasure, and on
account of no foreseen merit in
them, He chooses certain of the
number of sinful men to be re-
cipients of the Special grace of
His Spirit and so to be made
voluntary partakers of Christ's
salvation."
B. H. Carroll, founder and

first president of the South-
western Baptist Seminary:
"Every one that God chose in
Christ is drawn by the Spirit
to Christ. Every one predes-
tined is called by the Spirit in
time, and justified in time, and
will be glorified when the Lord
comes." Commentary on Ro-
mans, page 192.

J. P. Boyce, founder and first
president of Southern Baptist
Seminary: "God, of His own
purpose, has from eternity de-
termined to save a definite
number of mankind as indi-
viduals, not for or because of
any merit or works of theirs,
nor of any value of them to
Him; but of His own good
pleasure."
W. T. Conner, professor of

theology, Southwestern Baptist
Seminary, Fort Worth, Texas:
"The doctrine of election means
that God saves in pursuance of
an eternal purpose. This in-
cludes all the gospel influences,
work of the Spirit and so on,
that leads a man to repent of
his sins and accept Christ. So
far as man's freedom is con-
cerned, the doctrine of election
does not mean that God decrees
to save a man irrespective of
his will. It rather means that
God purposes to lead a man in
such a way that he will freely
accept the gospel and be sav-
ed."
Pastor J. W. Lee, of Bates-

ville, Miss.: "I believe that God
has foreordained before the
foundation of the world that He
would save certain individuals
and that He ordained all the
means to bring about their sal-
vation on His terms. Men and
women are not elected because
they repent and believe, but
they repent and believe be-
cause they are elected."
To the above list of well

known and honored Baptists we
could add quotations from Gill,
Fuller, Spurgeon, Bunyan,
Pendleton, Mullins, Dargan,
Jeter, Eaton, Graves, and others
too numerous to mention. It is
sadly true that many of our
pastors hold election as a pri-
vate opinion and never preach
it. We personally know a num-
ber of brethren who say that
election is clearly taught in the
Bible, but that we cannot afford
to preach it, because it will
cause trouble in churches. This
is worse than compromise: it is
surrender of the truth. It is a
spirit that leads preachers to
displease God in order to please
men. The writer believes that
silence upon this subject has
wrought more harm than open
opposition to it. Those who
openly oppose election will,
sooner or later, make themselv-
es ridiculous in the eyes of all
Bible loving Baptists.

5. IT IS FURTHER OBJECT-
ED THAT OUR VIEW OF
ELECTION MAKES MEN
CARELESS IN THEIR LIV-
ING.

It is said that belief in the
doctrine leads men to say, "If
I am an elect, I will be saved;
if I am a non-elect I will be
lost, therefore, it matters not
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what I believe or do." The
same objection has been per-
sistently made against the doc-
trine of the preservation of the
saints. This is bald rationalism.
It is the setting of human rea-
son against divine revelation. It
takes no account of the opera-
tion of the grace of God in the
human heart. If Baptists sur-
render election on such a
ground, to be consistent, they
will have to surrender the doc-
trine of preservation on the
same ground. Election does not
mean that the elect will be sav-
ed whether they believe or not,
nor does it mean that the non-
elect will be damned regardless
of how much they may repent
and believe. The elect will be
saved through repentance and
faith, and both are gifts from
God as already shown; the non-
elect do not repent and believe.
The objection we are now

considering is simply not true
to fact. Believers in election
have been and still are among
the most godly. Augustus
Toplady challenged the world
to produce a martyr from
among the deniers of election.
The Puritans, who were so
named because of the great
purity of their lives, with few
exceptions (if any), were be-
lievers in personal, eternal, un-
conditional election, and, of
course, in the security of the
believer. Modernism that spawn
of the pit, is rapidly adding to
the number of its adherents, but
they are coming from the ranks
of Arminianism. Others have
challenged the world to find a
single Higher Critic, or a single
Spiritualist, or a single Rus-
sellite, or a single Christian
Scientist, who believes in the
absolute sovereignty of God
and the doctrine of election.
Without an exception these aw-
ful heretics are Arminians to a
man. This is a significant fact
that is not to be winked at.

6. OBJECTORS CLAIM
THAT OUR VIEW OF ELEC-
TION DESTROYS THE SPIRIT
OF MISSIONS.

They boldly assert that if un-
conditional election should find
universal acceptance among us
that we would cease to be a
missionary people. There is an
abundance of historical evi-
dence with which to refute this
claim. Under God, the father
of modern missions was Wil-
liam Carey, a staunch Calvinist.
Andrew Fuller, first secretary
of the society that sent Carey
to India, held' tenaciously to our
view of election. It did not
destroy the missionary spirit of
these men. "The proof of the
pudding is in the eating." Be-
lief in election did not destroy
the missionary spirit in Judson,
Spurgeon, Boyce, Eaton, Grav-
es, Carroll and a host of other
Baptist leaders. The Murray
church, which Dr. J. F. Love
called the greatest missionary
church on earth, heard election
preached by Boyce Taylor for
nearly forty years. The great-
est missionary churches among
us today are those that have
been purged from the heresies
of James Arminius.

Election is the very founda-
tion of hope in missionary en-
deavor. If we had to depend
upon the natural disposition or
will of a dead sinner, who hates
God, to respond to our gospel,
we might well despair. But
when we realize that it is the
Spirit that quickeneth, we can
go forth with the gospel of the
grace of God in the hope that
Ged will cause some, by nature
turned away, to be turned unto
Him and to believe to the sav-
ing of the soul. Election does
not determine the extent of
missions but the results of it.
We are to preach to every
creature because God has com-

manded, and because it pleases
Him to save sinners by the fool-
ishness of preaching. We be-
lieve more election than the
Anti-mission Baptists. We be-
lieve that God elected means
of salvation as well as persons
to salvation. He did not choose
to save sinners apart from the
gospel ministry. Rom. 1:16.
Election gives a saneness to

evangelism that is greatly need-
ed today. It recognizes that sin-
ners "believe through grace"
(Acts 18:27) and that while
Paul may plant and Apollos
may water, God gives the in-
crease. Arminianism has had
its day among Baptists and
what has it done? It has given
us man-power, but robbed us
of God's power. It has increas-
ed machinery but has decreased
spirituality. It has filled our
churches with Ishmaels instead
of Isaacs by its Ministry of "sob
stuff" and with the methods of
the "counting house."

If this little tract need fur-
ther Scriptural support, the fol-
lowing Scriptures will give it:
Psa. 65:4; Acts 13:48; John 6:
37; 6:44-45; John 17:1-2; Matt.
11:25-26; 2 Cor. 12:3; 2 Cor. 10:
4.

\1114,

Favoritism

(Continued from page one)
get into a rut. Southern Bap-
tists make the mistake of fea-
turing just a few men.

3. No distinction should be
made as to wealth and position.
Read James 2:1-5. Let us seek
to have a church where ALL
CLASSES are welcome. The
ground down around the cross
is absolutely level. In the past,
we have served as pastor
where kinfolks, clannishness,
and distinction between land
owners and "share croppers"
hindered the Lord's work great-
ly.

4. Christians should be "giv-
en to hospitality"—especially as
a church.
Read I Tim. 5:10 and Heb, 13:

2. "Strangers" mentioned here,
refers particularly to saved
people. It means a great deal
for us to create the idea that
the doors of our church build-
ings are open wide in cordial
hospitality to any and all who
will come for worship.

Will You Strive To Do The
Following—For The Sake
Of The Church And
The Souls Of People?

1. Will you lay aside any "ex-
clusiveness" that you have con-
sciously or unconsciously as-
sumed, and will you mingle
among people that come, in-
stead of hurrying home?

2. Will you make it a prac-
tice to greet a number of peo-
ple who are visitors every Sun-
day? Will you do your individ-
ual part in making yours the
friendliest church possible? It
will pay rich dividends!

kIL
"Blood Redemption"

(Continued from page one)
favor with God. And, behold,
thou shalt conceive in thy
womb, and bring forth a son,
and shalt call his name Jesus.
He shall be great, arid shall be
called the Son of the Highest;
and the Lord God shall give un-
to him the throne of his father
David: And he shall reign over
the house of Jacob for ever; and
of his Kingdom there shall be
no end. Then said Mary unto
the angel, How shall this be,
seeing I know not a man? And
the angel answered and said
unto her. The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power
of the Highest shall overshadow
thee: therefore also that holy

thing which shall be born of
thee shall be called the Son of
God." So God gave His blood
life to the virgin Mary and she
gave the body. Christ had no
human blood. If He had, He
could not have redeemed us
for human blood has sin. Mt. 1:
21. "And she shall bring forth
a son, and thou shalt call his
name Jesus: for he shall save
his people from their sins. Isa.
7:14. "A virgin shall conceive,
and bear a son." This was a
sign to the Jews. John 3:16.
"For God so loved the world,
that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life."
You can join and be baptized

by every church, and live the
best life you can, and still be
lost without the blood of Christ.
John 3:7. "Ye must be born
again." The new birth brings
new life from God.

Great Jockey

(Continued from page one)
ran out. In 1947 he lost an eye
and quit racing.

His wife and baby were kill-
ed in an auto accident. His
funds disappeared. He worked
as a dishwasher. Then he con-
tracted tuberculosis. Later, af-
ter a period in the hospital, he
applied for relief, saying he had
long ago lost touch with his
family.
We relate the incident to

show that success, wealth and
applause can be very short-liv-
ed.
Good-weather friends may

also forsake one in the hour of
need; but there is "a Friend
that sticketh closer than a bro-
ther." He is the Lord Jesus
Christ.
He not only "died for our

sins," but "ever liveth to make
intercession" for those placing
faith in Him. He has promis-
ed: "I will never leave thee
nor forsake thee." (Hebrews
13:5). Happy the person who
can truthfully say:
"I've found a Friend; 0, such a

Friend!
He bled, He died to save me;
And not alone the gift of life,
But His own self He gave me.

Nought that I have, mine own
I'll call,

I'll hold it for the Giver:
My heart, my strength, my life,

my all,
Are His, and His for ever."

Religious Debates

(Continued from page one)
thou has well said," and inspi-
ration thus records the victory:
"and after that they durst not
ask him any more questions at
all." But the debating master-
piece of Christ is found in Matt.
4 where He debated with the
Devil himself. Satan quoted
and misapplied God's Word, but
Jesus retaliated with Scripture
for Scripture and when the de-
bate closes, Satan is fleeing, and
our Lord stands as a tried and

sure foundation!

PAUL was also a great d
bater. Acts 17:17 finds him diS
puting, or debating with
Jews in the synagogue. Ac
19:8 finds him holding a "thre
month" debate principally
church truth or "things con
cerning the kingdom of God.
Then in Acts 19:9 we find Pa
holding a "two-years" debs
or dispute in the school of o
Tyrannus, having daily sessio
through the entire two year
Did Jesus and Paul do wrong.
Paul also records his debs
with "Alexander the Coop',
smith" in II Tim. 4:14-17. Til
man did Paul "much evil
greatly withstanding his word
At Paul's "first defense" eve
man, including the preache
got "cold feet" and fled, but
stood with Paul hence he w*
It seems that not many
strong enough to debate or ev
listen to one, but here G
clearly put His approbation Oj
debating by standing with PP
when all forsook!

BAPTIST history reveals tris
down through the centuries
ministry has willingly met tit
enemies of truth in debal,
when they would do so. '1111
same is true today. Catholi0.1
and Protestants once tried 1,
till they saw they couldn't Of'
lack of truth, then forbade it'
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