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"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word
it is because there is no light in them."—Isaiah 8:20
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"Quo Vadis"
By EDWARD V. HOWELL

Pastor, Temple Baptist Church
Portsmouth, Ohio

In the July 31, 1951, issue of
Look magazine, a word and
Picture preview is given of the
MGM technicolor film, "Quo
Vadis."
Phrased in the usuil awe-in-

spiring adjectives of the cine-
ma, the word description at
once catches the mind of the
reader, and the accompanying
Pictures appeal to the fleshly
lusts of the masses.

Produced in Italy at a cost of
approximately $7,500,000, it is
described in the following man-
her—"The spellbinding, world-

Its Message Today
wide best-selling novel "Quo
Vadis" now has become the
most colossal movie ever made.
The incredible career of this
epic began in 1895 when it first
evoked the delight and honor of
a victorian world. IT HAD
EVERYTHING: A TRADI-
TIONAL MORALITY TALE
OF GOOD vs. EVIL, SYMBO-
LIZED IN THE STRUGGLE
OF CHRISTIAN MARTYRS
AGAINST NERO'S CORRUPT
ROMAN EMPIRE." (Capitals
ours).
"That lofty message was ap-

parently all respectable Vic-
torians needed to send them
plunging into florid descriptions
of the lascivious debaucheries of

Nero's court, the insane burn-
ing of Rome, the intimate
agonies of Christians slaughter-
ed in the arena amid the howls
of drunken Roman mobs. Quo
Vadis' fascination as a moral
treatise combined with blood
and thunder to triumph over all
censorious critics."

The Fleshly Appeal

And so, amid all of this tre-
mendous build-up and fanfare,
another so-called colossal, stu-
pendous, "religious" picture will
be offered to a duped and lust-
crazed public, which in turn
will crowd the box offices and

(Continued on page four)
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"Christ died for our sins ac-
cording to the Scriptures and
that he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day, ac-
cording to the Scriptures."

—1 Cor. 15: 33-34.

"Without faith it is impossi-
ble to please God." '

I was born and raised in a
Catholic home. All my known
ancestors and relatives were
Catholics.

I had a deep hunger and
longing after holy things from
aiildhood; but nevertheless, my

qi-Jamily felt that I was not re-
ligious because I did not pray
out in the open as they did, ex-
cept when a big storm was rag-
ing and we would be called
from our beds. The prayer
books and rosaries were given
to each of us, and we would all

Pray for God's protection.

We had large religious pic-
tures of the saints of the
church and of the Virgin Mary
in our home. Often on the days
that I was home from school, I

HELPING THE
PREACHER

God has said, "Touch not
mine anointed, and do my pro-
phets no harm." Yet there are
thousands who make a habit of
criticizing their preacher.
They find fault with the

Preacher for everything he does
and for everything he does not
do.
Preachers are human beings.

They • make mistakes, but criti-
cism does not help them.
The person who criticizes the

Preacher i.; limiting his ability
to win souls; it makes it impos-
sible for him to be the greatest
Possible blessing to the critic
or to others: such criticism is
Often a means of the devil in
limiting the usefulness of the
God-called men.
Your prayers would do much

"fore to help the preacher you
are criticizing.
The preacher is the one who

has given up the ordinary walks
(Continued on page four)

"9 &viola Viz /14 Red.altv"
would help clean the house.
While I was cleaning the bed-
room, I would close the door
and, instead of cleaning and
dusting the room, I would stand
before that Virgin Mary's pic-
ture and beg her to make me
as holy as she was. Mother
would often whip me for being
SQ slow with my work in that
room, not knowing what I had
been doing. But secretly, when
she left the room, I would again
say, "Holy Mary, you know that
I was worshipping you."
The Virgin Mary held a great

place in my heart. I would
tell her many and almost all,
of my heartaches, since I felt
that she understood. My rosary
was always my secret prayer
helper. Daily, for several years,
I took the rosary from my purse
when leaving the house on my
way to town to catch a train to
go to work. I would repeat the
beads, trusting that I would
have a good -day at work.
Many times, while having

birthday dances in the base-
ment of our home, some heavy
feeling often would grip me,
and I did not get over I
went to the second floor of our
home and prayed to the saints
asking them to have mercy on

me. When I thought that I
heard someone coming up the
stairs, I would slip the prayer
book under my pillow, so that
they would not know that I was
praying. If I was sure that
someone was coming, I would
quickly lie down on the bed so
that my mother or sister would
think that I was asleep. I felt
that it was too sacred to tell
them that I was praying. My
family would either pray before
me or let me know that they
were going in secret to pray,
but I never felt right about tell-
ing them when I did.

I was taller than many girls
my age, and so it made me
happy to be one of the four
taller girls to be chosen to carry
a statue of the risen Christ on
our shoulders; walking around
the church .On Easter morning.

-.I would be dressed in white,
'wearing a veil. Before Lenten
season I also helped to drape
the statues in the church with
purple cloth.

During Lent

We all loved music at our
home; and so, during the lenten
season we gave up playing the
Victrola. Neither did we go

to dances during that time. My
girl friend gave up chewing
gum. Each one gives up some-
thing that they like to do best,
during lent.

My heart was broken at one
Easter season because, while we
were all walking down the aisle
to the front of the church, and
one by one was kissing the feet
of Jesus as He hung nailed to
the cross, when I noticed a
Protestant girl giggle and walk
out. I could not believe any-
one would show such disrespect
to a holy service.
I wore medals. They were

on a string which was around
my neck. They were extra pre-
caution against illness and ac-
cident. While going to and
from school, I would hold the
medals in my hands and would
ask St. Christopher to ask Jesus
to take care of me.
I went to confession and com-

munion. When I returned home,
mother would say, "Here you
are, acting like this, and just
after communion." But she did
not know that I was already
repenting myself. Many, many
times I would say, "Oh, Holy
Mary, why did I do this when
you know I did not want to."
It kept me so discouraged, since
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"Things NecessarrFor Our Salvation"
". . . these necessary things."

Acts 15:28.

Let me remind you, beloved
friends, that every man born
into this world is born spiritual-

ly dead. He is just as dead to
God as a corpse is to this world.
Most people don't like to face
that fact, but it is the truth just
the same. A corpse can get out
of the casket, lay aside the bur-
ial shroud, and walk out of the
building, unaided and unassist-
ed, just as easily as a lost man

can save himself apart from the
Spirit of God.
That is why it is that an un-

saved man can't do anything to
save himself. It is impossible for
you to do anything whereby you
might be saved.
"There is none that under-

standeth, there is none that
seeketh after God."—Rom. 3:11.
Some preacher may tell you to

seek the Lord, but the Word of
God tells us that there is none
that seek after God. How could
you expect a dead man to seek

the Lord? How could you ex-
pect a man who is as spiritually
dead as a corpse is physically
to seek the Lord? Beloved, it
is the Lord that does the seek-
ing.
"What man of you, having a

hundred sheep, if he lose one of
them, cloth not leave the ninety
and nine in the wilderness, and
go after that which is lost, un-
til he finds it?"—Luke 15:4.

Notice, beloved, the sheep
doesn't seek the Saviour. It is

(Continued on page two)

I did not want to sin.
I was told by a young lady

who sang in the choir that the
priest asked her a question that
she was ashamed to tell any-
one; and I so feared to do any-
thing that I thought would,
cause him to ask me something
embarrassing. My parents for-
bade us to keep company. I
was glad for that, because that,
whenever the priest would ask
at confession if I was keeping
company, I could always say,
"No." Then I was asked no
further questions along that
line. Of course, we had many
gatherings in our home. I do
know that my girl friends were
asked embarrassing questions
by the priests at confession,
when they told the priests that
they kept company with the
boys.
My grandmother told me that

when my father was a young
man that he thought of study-
ing to be a priest, but of course,
he never went ahead with it.

Vili‘

EXAMPLE OR
SUBSTITUTE

At the close of a service in
Germantown, Pa., some time
ago, a stranger accosted the late
Bro. D. M. Stearns as follows:
"I don't like your preaching. I
do not care for the cross. I
thitik that instead of preaching
the death of Christ on the cross,
it would be far better to preach
Jesus, the teacher and examp-
le."
"Would you then be willing to

follow Him if I preached Christ,
the Example?"
"I would," said the stranger,

"I will follow in His steps."
"Then," said Bro. Stearns,

let us take the first step: 'Who
did no sin.' Can you, take this
step?"
"No," he said, "I do sin, and

I acknowledge it."
"Well, then," said Bro.

Stearns, "your first need of
Christ is not as an example, but
as a Saviour," ,And this is every
man's need. (See Romans 3:
23-26).
(Continued on page four)
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the Saviour that seeks the
sheep. The sheep doesn't get on
the shepherd's shoulders, but it
is the shepherd, when he
has found the sheep, who puts
the sheep upon his shoulders
and goes home rejoicing.
Beloved, no man seeketh after

God, for every unsaved man is
spiritually dead, and a dead
man can do nothing.
That leads me to say that

there are four things necessary
for one to be saved.

GOD MUST ELECT ONE
UNTO SALVATION.

Chronologically, that is the
first thing that must be done
for you. If God doesn't elect a
man unto salvation, that man
will never be saved.
I have been impressed within

the last few weeks time in lis-
tening to an evangelist of na-
tional repute, by the number of
times that he urged the people
to seek the Lord. I listened to
him for twelve evenings, and
in not one of those twelve ser-
mons that I heard him preach
did he ever tell a man how to
be saved. Instead, his invitation
was for them to seek the Lord.
On one of those evenings, I
heard him make this statement:
"1 won't guarantee that if you
seek Him, He will save you; but
I will tell you that He never
yet has saved anybody that did
not seek Him."
Beloved, that is a lie. Saul of

Tarsus wasn't seeking the Lord
the day that Jesus Christ saved
him. Saul was on his way to
Damascus to persecute the
Christians. He wasn't seeking
the Lord. He wasn't seeking
salvation. Instead, beloved, he
was doing everything he could
contrary to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. When God spoke from
Heaven and smote him and
knocked him from his horse,
it was an humble man that got
to his feet and said, "Lord, what
wilt thou have me to do?" Saul
wasn't seeking the Lord; it was
the Lord that sought him.

Listen again:
"/ am found of them that

sought m-e not."—Isa. 65:1.
I say to you, God is found

in men who never one time
sought the Lord. Rather, the
Lord sought them.

It is not necessary that men
seek the Lord, but rather, above
everything else, God must elect
one unto salvation. Unless God
chose you unto salvation before
the foundation of the world, you
will never be saved. It is God
that makes the choice.
"But we are bound to give

thanks always to God for you,
brethren beloved of the Lord,
because God hath from the be-
ginning CHOSEN YOU to sal-
vation through sanctification of

•
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7f you would be eminently useful, you must be eminently holy.
the Spirit and belief of the
truth."—II Thess. 2:13.

It is God who chooses men
unto salvation. I don't say that
the choice God makes is salva-
tion, but it is unto salvation
and results in the sinner's sal-
vation. It is God that makes
the choice.

I'll never forget when Evan-
gelist Hymari Appelman came
to Ashland several years ago.
One night as he was preaching,
he looked down in my direction
and said, "I understand that
there are a number of people
around Ashland who are troub-
led about the doctrine of elec-
tion." Beloved, I always had a
feeling that he was saying it
for my special benefit, for he
was looking straight at me.
Anyway, he went on to say, "I
can explain election to you like
this: God votes for you, the
D6vil votes against you, and you
cast the deciding vote." I could
not shake my head negatively
fast enough against that kind
of preaching, for, beloved, you
don't cast the deciding vote. The
deciding vote was cast by God
before the foundation of the
world when God chose you in
Jesus Christ.
"And when the Gentiles heard

this, they were glad, and glori-
fied the word of the Lord: and
as MANY AS 'WERE ORDAIN-
ED TO ETERNAL LIFE BE-
LIEVED."—Acts 13:48.
"All that the Father giveth

me shall come to me; and him
that cometh to me I will in no
wise cast out."—John 6:37.
I challenge you to find any-

where in the Bible where a per-
son ever believed who wasn't
first chosen of God unto salva-
tion. There isn't a promise in
all the Bible where there will
ever be anyone else come to
Jesus Christ other than those
who were the love gift of the
Father to the Son before the
foundation of the world. You
can seek the Lord until you are
black in the face. You can start
seeking Him right now and
keep on seeking Him every day
of your life until you die, but
if God didn't choose you in
Christ! Jesus before the founda-
tion of the world, you will never
be saved.
Listen again:
"But ye believe not, because

ye are not of my sheep, as I
said unto you."—John 10:26,
In Jesus' day, some of the

people did not believe. God's
Word does not leave us in doubt
as to the reason, for Jesus tells
-them that they have not be-
lieved because they were not
His sheep. They had not been
given to Him by the Father as
a love gift before the founda-
tion of the world.
We read:
"Therefore they could not be-

jieve, because that Esaias said
again, HE HA TH BLINDED
THEIR HEART; that they
should not see with their eyes,
nor understand with their heart,
and. be converted, and I should
heal them."—John 12:39, 40.
"For there are certain men

crept in unawares, who were
before of old ORDAINED TO
THIS CONDEMNATION, un-
godly men, turning the grace
of our God into lasciviousness,
and denying the only Lord God,
and our Lord Jesus Christ"—
Jude 1:4.
This would tell us, beloved,

that there are people who can't
believe, and who are ordained
to condemnation. These will
bring just as much glory to
God as the salvation of others,
as both will vindicate His Word.
I say then, in the light of

God's Word, God has to elect
a man to salvation before that
individual can be saved. Per-
haps you may not believe it,
but I fall back on this: God
said it, I believe it, and that

THE DEAD CAN'T CHANGE THEIR MINDS
"It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment."—Heb. 9:27.

settles it. Or, perhaps you don't
understand .it. Beloved, if you
could understand everything
that God did, you would be just
as big as God. The God I preach
to you is a God who made the
world and who fills the universe
—a God of majesty and sov-
ereignty ahd power.
The first thing that is ne-

cessary for one to be saved, is
that God has to choose that one
unto salvation.

II

JESUS CHRIST HAD TO
DIE.
-If the son of God had merely

come into this world and lived
a perfect life, which He did
live, but had not died, not one
individual would have ever
been saved. You can't be saved
by your goodness, nor by the
goodness of Jesus Christ. You
can't be saved because Jesus
Christ lived a perfect life when
He was here in the days of His
flesh. Beloved, there is only one
way that any man can be saved,
and that is that Jesus Christ
died to pay his sin debt and
died in his place at Calvary.
The Word of God tells us that

Jesus Christ had to die.
"Then cometh Jesus with

them unto a place called Geth-
semane, and saith unto the dis-
ciples, Sit ye here, while I go
and pray yonder. And he took
with him Peter and the two sons
of Zebedee, and began to be
sorrowful and very heavy. Then
saith he unto them, My soul is
exceeding sorrowful, even unto
death: tarry ye here, and watch
with me. And he went a little
further, and fell qn his face, and
prayed, saying, 0 my Father,
if it be possible, let this cup
pass from me: nevertheless not
as I will, but as thou wilt"—
Mt. 26:36-39.
What was this cup about

which Jesus was praying? It
was the cup of death. It was
the cup which was filled with
the dregs of the sins of all the
elect of God, from the first one

that was saved to the last man
that shall ever be saved. As
Jesus neared Calvary, burdened
down with the weight of the
sins of the elect of God, though
He came into this world to die
for their sins, He prayed that
"this cup" might pass from Him.
Beloved, it wasn't possible

that that CUD pass from Jesus
Christ. It wasn't possible that
the Son of God should escape
death. Instead, it was written
from before the foundation of
the world that He was the Lamb
slain from the foundation of the
world.
". . . the Lamb slain from the

foundation of the world."—Rev.
13:8.

"For I delivered unto you
first of all that which I also
received, how that CHRIST
DIED FOR OUR SINS accord-
ing to the Scriptures."—I Cor.
15:3.
"Who HIS OWN SELF BARE

OUR SINS in his own body on
the tree, that we, being dead to
sins,vshould live unto righteous-
ness: by whose stripes ye were
healed."—I Pet. 2:24.
"For Christ also hath ONCE

SUFFERED FOR SINS, the just
for the unjust, that he might
bring us to God, being put to
death in the flesh, but quick-
ened by the Spirit."—I Pet. 3:
18.
In the Old Testament we read

the story of the Passover lamb.
The Israelites were getting
ready for the observance of that
first memorable Passover, and
they were told to kill a lamb
and puts its blood on the side-
posts and on the lintel above the
door. God said:
"And the blood shall be to

you for a token upon the houses
where ye are: and when I see
the blood, I will pass over you,
and the plague shall not be up-
on you to destroy you, when I
smite the land of Egypt."—Ex.
12:13.
Beloved, that Passover lamb

had to be killed for that first-
born to be saved. The Passover

lamb is a type of the Lord JesUS
Christ, for we read:
"For even Christ our passover

is sacrificed for us."—I Cor. 5:7.
The Passover lamb had to

die. Jesus Christ was the ful-
fillment of that Passover lamb,
and He had to die that you and
I might be saved.
In the days of our Lord, when

Nicodemus came in the night
to talk with Jesus, Jesus urgt
upon him the necessity of t
new birth. Jesus used a familiar
illustration, for He said:
"And as Moses lifted up the

serpent in the wilderness, everl.
so must the Son of man be lifted
up."—John 3:14.
When the children of Israel

were bitten by the serpents, ill
order to get a remedy for the
snake bites, they were to lift UP
a serpent made of brass on a
pole within the center of the
camp. Everyone that looked to
that brazen serpent would be
healed of his snake bite. Like-
wise, beloved, a n y individual
that is saved from his sins, haa
to look up to the Cross where
Jesus Christ died to pay for
those sins.
Beloved, Jesus Christ had to

die. There will never be anY
individual in Glory except on
the basis that Jesus suffered
his Hell and paid his sin debt.
Because Jesus suffered for him)
that individual is saved.

III

THE WORD OF GOD HAS
TO BE PREACHED.
There will never be any per-

son in Glory except on the basis
that he heard the Word of God,
which told him about the Lora
Jesus Christ and brought sal"
vation to him.
Some preachers' specialty iS

sob stories. I know of a church
that has been cursed for yearS
by a preacher whose specialtY
is one sob story after another.
There are thousands of such
churches. The Word of God has
(Continued on page three)
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lour Things Necessary
For One To Be Saved"

(Continued from page two)
hever said that God will honor
a sob stcry, nor a funny yarn,
hor any kind of a story, but He
has promised to honor the Word
of God. Listen:
"So then faith cometh by

hearing, and hearing by the
Word of God."—Rom. 10:17.
Beloved, you, have to hear the

word of God in order to be
8hved. That is why it is that
aome folk don't like to come to
this church—they don't like to
hear the Word of God. Brother,
it is the Book that you are go-
trig to be judged by. When you
get up before God at the judg-
hient, you are going to answer
for this Bible. You are not go-
trig to answer for some preach-
er's yarns that he has told, but
You are going to give an answer
to God in the light of this Word.
In the darkest jungles of Af-

rica, in South America where
the missionaries have never
gone, in the Orient where the
word of God has never yet been
Dreac,hed, and in Tlitts.soi11—where
the Word of God flares and
flashes at you every time you
tome into the house of God, re-
gardless of where you are, if
,You die without hearing God's
word, you are eternally doomed
and damned for Hell. God has
id that men have to hear His
Word to be saved.
'Whereby are given unto us
ceding great and precious

Dromises; THAT BY THESE ye
thight be partakers of the di-

nature, having escaped the
rorruption that is in the world
through lust."—II Pet. 1:4.
"Who shall tell thee WORDS,

lohereby thou and al/ thy house
Olen be saved."—Acts 11:14.
, "And that from a child thou
'test known the holy Scriptures,
lehich are able to MAKE THEE
\VISE U N T 0 SALVATION
through faith which is in Christ
4su5."—II Tim. 3:15.
Some people like to go to a

Church where they call on wo-
;hen to testify and where they
'tear some old grandmothers
"ho have walked with the Lord

tl\flyears, tell about what theywr‘.t done. They say, "It just
,!tirs something within me to
'1,sear these old saints testify."
eloved, do you know what it

's that it stirs? It stirs your
2-tlotions; not your spirit, but
',our emotions. You don't need
it) hear someone tell of his ex-
Derience. What you need is to
h,,tak e God's Word and let that
'vord be implanted within your
L431.11. That Word, beloved, will
'ring you face to face with,
'Jesus Christ, and will show
„(51-1 the Son of God as your
aviour. You will never be
,Laved apart from the hearing of

Word of God.

IV

„THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS TO
'1.1ICKEN YOU.

It is the Holy Spirit, the Third
ilerson of the Trinity, who takes
t'te Word of God and applies it
4° Your heart and quickens you

P'd makes you alive in Christ
sus.

c 'No man can come to me, ex-
the Father which hath sent

?,111.e DRAW HIM: and I will

ptse him up at the last day."-
011n 6 : 44.
0``/T IS THE SPIRIT THAT
t7ICKENETH; the flesh prof-

:th nothing: the words that I
4",eok unto you, they are spirit,
'tl• they are life."—LJohn 6:63.
011C•ri e read the story of the lost

ti how the woman who had
11111 Pieces of silver, lost one.
t at coin which was lost didn't

Up and find the woman.
t,
g 
ther, the Word of God says

oiat the woman lighted a can-
and swept the house and

"lIght for the coin until she

found it.
Beloved, that woman repre-

sents the Holy Spirit. Tie work
of a woman is on the inside.
This woman sought for the coin.
The work of the Holy Spirit is
inside. He seeks for the sinner,
and unless the Holy Spirit
quickens an individual and
brings that one to a saving
knowledge of the Lord Jesus
Christ, he will never be saved.
Listen again:
"And when he is come, HE

WILL REPROVE THE WORLD
OF SIN, and of righteousness,
and of judgment."—John 16:8.
Has the Holy Spirit reproved

you? Did you join the 'church
without being reproved by the
Holy Spirit? Is sin just as love-
ly to you as it was before you
made a profession of faith? I
ask you, has the Holy Spirit of
God reproved you of your sin?
In order for you to be saved,

God had to elect you, Jesus
Christ had to die for you, the
Word of God has to be preach-
ed to you, and the Holy Spirit
has to quicken you. What is
there left for you to do? Be-
loved, all you. have to do is to
furnish the sinner and God will
do the saving.

I like to think of Jonah. God
called Jonah to preach, but Jo-
nah didn't want to go to Nine-
veh. He wanted to go some
place else. You remember how
that he was swallowed by the
fish and was in the belly of the
fish for three days and three
nights. When that fish vomited
him upon dry land, he had been
brought five hundred miles to
Nineveh, instead of a thousand
miles in the other direction
which he wanted to go. When
he stood up on the shores of
Nineveh, he said:
"Salvation is of the Lord."—

Jonah 2:9.
Beloved, when God wants you

to do something, you might just
as well do it, because you will
have to do it in the end. God
ordained that Jonah should
preach in Nineveh. Though Jo-
nah didn't want to preach there,
God brought him to Nineveh
by way of the fish's belly; and
when old Jonah stood on the
shores of Nineveh, he was ready
to preach, as God had ordained
that he should.

Listen to me, sinner friend,
salvation is of the Lord. May
it please God to open your heart
and reveal Jesus Christ to you
as your Saviour. Oh, may you
trust Him and be saved today.
May God bless you!

My Rosary

(Continued from page one)
My one brother also thought of
studying for the priesthood.
One day the priest did some-
thing that disgusted him, and
so he never went further with
his intentions.
I remember the priest telling

us that the world was going to
come to an end. When anyone
died and the priest mentioned
at the funeral that they had
gone to purgatory, I was fright-
ened so; for, though I was
spending much time in secret
prayer, the Catholic faith nev-
er gave me an assurance that
when I came to die that I could
expect to escape purgatory. I
often begged and pleaded with
God to give me, some kind of
assurance, hoping that maybe

He would take me to Heaven
without dying. I tell you, my
dear friend, hell and purga-
tory were a serious thing to
me. I lived in fear of them,
since I knew that young people
died as well as old and were in
danger of going there. For-
tunately I was never ill while
I was in the Catholic church,
except for bad colds, as I fear
that I might have gone insane

with fear that maybe I would
die.
I would see the priest pious

at mass , on Sundays, and then
during the week have a big
time at the church carnivals
and at the race tracks and wed-
dings. I saw their nice, big
houses and their housekeepers.
Then I saw the nuns, and I
heard about the way that they
were treated. I knew a girl
who went to the convent and
who had a nervous breakdown
because of the hard work and
treatment put upon her. She
was close-mouthed though in
telling all that went on there.
I would question why both the
priests and the nuns were sup-
posed to be sacrificing, and yet
the priests had such a different
life from the nuns. Yet be-
cause I had such a devotion to
the church, I did not question
further.

Superstitions

I also sang in the choir and
loved the Latin songs, yet I did
not know what they were
about. The only song I really
knew by memory in the Eng-
lish language was "Mother
Dear, Oh, Pray For Me." I
mention these things because so
often Catholics, when question-
ed as to why some people leave
the church, say to others, "They
were not good Catholics, or they
would not have left the
church."
I often think of the many

superstitious ways of the
church. I remember at one
time that my grandfather was
very ill. Mr grandmother took
one of the palm sheaves that
were given to us on Palm Sun-
day, and burned it in the furn-
ace. Then she told us that she
thought father would get bet-
ter. I recall my mother going
down to the furnace one night
while a storm was raging. She
felt that because the palms
were blessed that by burning
them before the Lord He would
accept them as a sacrifice, and
so our house would be protect-
ed from lightning.
I often think of how my sis-

ter and brothers and I would
run to church because, if we got
there after t h e priest had
sprinkled "holy water" on the
audience, it was as though we
had not been to mass at all. It
was a great sin not to be to
church on time.
We did not dare to visit or

laugh in church, yet I well re-
member that I could smell li-
quor on the breath of many
who would kneel and pray near
me. It seemed that they saw
no harm in having liquor on
their breath in church, where
was supposed to be the place
of God's presence.
I have seen and heard Ca-

tholics at their places of amuse-
ment, aggravated at something
and swear by the name of God
or Jesus. They would say, "Oh
Crucifix," but I have never
heard them swear by the name
of any of the saints or by the
name of the Virgin Mary. Why?
Were the names of the saints
and of Mary more sacred than
the name of God and Jesus?
I wanted to live as close to

all the church laws as I could,
and with it I adored the name
of Jesus. I loved to talk to God,
and was so glad that I did not
use their names in vain. I was
grieved when I did wrong, right
where I know that many of my
friends did wrong and would
say, "We will tell father." My
whole life with all its praying
was FEAR, FEAR, FEAR. Con-
tinually I would plead with God
and would say, "Oh, God, can
you take me to Heaven without
dying?" Or, "Oh, God, please
don't make me go to purgatory."
I recall that when all went

to church, we each were given
ten cents to pay for our seats

God's Floodgate

in church. Even as children
we paid for our seats, and those
ten cents were paid by the rich
and poor alike. Besides that,
mother would occasionally give
us extra money which was to
be used to buy candles, which
we would light and set on a
candle stand. Then we would
pray for our dead relatives
whom we had never seen, as
they had lived across the sea.
We had the prayer books to

read, but we were not to read
the Bible because only the
priest knew the right interpre-
tation. Oh, how blind I was,
because I did not realize that
the Gospels and Epistles that
the priests read to us were the
same thing that was in the Ca-
tholic Bible! I never dreamed
that by just reading them and
believing them as they were
written, would give me the
peace that I needed. There is
enough Bible in the prayer
books to save any hungry heart,
if he would take the Scriptures
there just as he reads them. So
blinded was I that I just be-
lieved what I was told concern-
ing putting our own interpreta-
tion.
I recall some people dying,

and friends of the dead would
sit with the corpse every night
until funeral day. But instead
of thinking that they might be
the next corpse, they would sit
till early morning hours, drink-
ing and playing cards. Often
they would use the name of
God in vain in their card dis-
agreements.

Burning Candles

One day I met a young lady
who was going south, who ask-
ed me if I would go with her.
I went and for two months I
did not work but attended daily
mass, burning candles for my
dead relatives in various parts
of the world, kissing the statues
in the church, and kissing the
pages in the prayer books as• I
would turn each leaf. (I was
twenty years old at that time.)
I attended nothing the church
did to raise money, I wanted
that longing that for years had
held me bound, to be satisfied.
I hoped that God would some
way let some feeling or peace
come over me so that I would
not have continually to fear dy-
ing. I told God that for years
I had to work, and so for a few

weeks I wanted just to pray and
read the prayer book, hoping in
return that He would in some
way not let me go to purgatory.
Could I possibly go to Heaven
without dying?
Every Sunday morning it

was the usual thing for the
priest to announce the masses
to be said during the week for
those who had died years back
and who were still in purga-
tory. The same fear would grip
me each Sunday. Then the last
Sunday of these two months the
priest said that they were go-
ing to have requiem high mass
the following Tuesday for a
man who had died forty-five
years before. His wife was
having this special mass said
for him.

Immediately God dealt with
me—forty-five years in purga-
tory — how do they know?
Haven't we been praying for
them, and their loved ones
praying too Surely not—No
— No — that cannot be. HOW
DO THEY KNOW?—NO THEY
DON'T KNOW. GOD, THEY
CAN'T BE RIGHT. God, I have
always believed in purgotory,
but here this man is still there
because the wife paid for this
mass to be said for him. Oh,
God! THEY'RE WRONG!
With a confused mind I left

the church and went to my
room. I thought about it the
rest of the day. I did not go to
church that night, because, tho
I was in that church for twenty
years and thought it to be the
only right one, I now knew
that the belief in purgatory was
wrong—and, if that was wrong,
I knew other things were also
wrong.
I stopped praying' to the

saints and to Mary. I stopped
using the rosary that very day
and just prayed to Jesus on the
cross (not the risen Christ) and
to God. Yet I was not com-
pletely happy because I was
continually begging that in
some way I must now find
peace.
I got employment. After a

few weeks I was stricken very
ill. While I was sick, I said,
"Oh God, if you will LET ME

(Continued on page four)
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(Continued from page three)
LIVE, I WILL LIVE FOR YOU
AND WILL NEVER ATTEND
ANOTHER DANCE HALL OR
PICTURE SHOW." Why I said
that I do not know, but I had
enjoyed both of them, and they
had in times past taken up so
much of my time that it was
the only thing I knew to do. I
had never heard of such con-
secration. It was the only way
I knew to let God know that I
wanted to live right.

A Tent Meeting

After being ill for several
weeks I was not able to work
much. So, when I heard of a
tent meeting (I had never
heard of a tent meeting before),
I asked a lady who was a
neighbor to a lady who attend-
ed, to ask for me to go. They
asked me to go and I went.

It was the closing night of
the revival, and I heard the
Evangelist say, "There are only
two places to go to when you
leave this world—Heaven and
Hell." He also said, "Jesus is
coming back. You may never
die, because, if you accept Jesus
as your personal Saviour, you
will be ready if He comes. Your
body will be changed in a
moment, in the twinkling of an
eye. If you leitve this tent with-
out Jesus you can die tonight
and go to HELL. BUT YOU
CAN ACCEPT JESUS AS
YOUR SAVIOUR AND BE-
FORE LEAVING THIS TENT
KNOW THAT, SHOULD YOU
DIE TONIGHT, YOU WILL
GO TO HEAVEN."

When the invitation was giv-
en, I went forward. A worker
came to my side and asked if I
were saved; and though I had
given up the church at heart,
yet I said, "Yes, I am. I am a
Catholic." She said, "My dear,
I used to be a Catholic too, but
one day I came to Jesus, and

He took my sins away. You
are not saved by belonging to a
church. Jesus only can take
your sins away."

That night I gave up my Ca-
tholic teaching completely and
put aside the thought of how
much I had prayed during my
life time. I confessed my sins

to Jesus, because I learned what

you can read in the Catholic
prayer book, in the Epistles to

be read the second Sunday af-

ter Easter: that "Christ suffered

for us, leaving us an example

that you should follow in, His
steps. Who did no sin, neither

was guile found in His mouth;

WHO HIS OWN SELF BARE

OUR SINS IN HIS OWN

BODY ON THE TREE."

/ Found The Saviour

I found out that Jesus was
the only One Who could help
on in my doubts and fears.

How glad I was to have
the burden lifted. I had a peace
and a rest from that time on.
I don't have to let the sins pile
up for a day or a week or a
month, and then confess them
to a priest, who you know cer-
tainly does not represent our
HIGH PRIEST, because you
know that he sins, and only a
sinless one (as says the Epistle
in the Prayer Book taken from
the Catholic Bible) is our ex-
ample. No man, according to
that verse, suffered for our sins
but Jesus. And since He also
lives, only He can give life, be-
cause the Bible says that all
others have sinned but Jesus.
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I had no more penance to do,
but I had to repent. When I
learned that He was my Sav-
iour, I also learned that I could
go straight to Him. I didn't
need the rosary and medals and
Prayer Book any more, as these
were idols that I had been
praying to, and the Gospels and
Epistles never referred to them.
Oh yes, they were blessed by
the priest, but all the praying
on them had given me no peace,
as they were only church tra-
ditions.

The Bible in I Thessalonians
tells us that St. Paul commend-
ed the church for turning to
God from idols. In the Book of
Acts it also tells us how, when
they learned of Jesus, the peo-
ple of Ephesus burned their
heathen books. I saw now that
I needed nothing that man had
made; for Jesus all my debt
had paid. So a few days after
my conversion I burned up my
rosary, medals and Prayer
Book, as I didn't have to ask
any more dead saints to pray
for me.
A few months later I was

telling the priest about giving
my life to Jesus, and I added
that "I am also happy because
I don't do the worldly things
anymore that your church en-
courages to make money." I
also said, "I heard that your
church sold beer at your last
carnival." He replied, "What
of it? Didn't Jesus turn water
into wine?"

After telling him that I was
living for Jesus and had for-
saken my sins, I said, "Why,
may I ask, should you oppose
one for leaving the church,
since I am living a better life?"
He replied, "You left the right
church and so you are damned."
Read in the Prayer Book

where it is marked the second
Sunday after Epiphany. I quote
part of it: "Hating that which
is evil, cleave to that which is
good." Could the priest justly
accuse me of being damned,
and could he honestly endorse
selling beer, when that verse
is a command from the Bible?
Can a person do things and call
it pleasure when God calls it
sin? Then ask yourself the
question, "Is the priest suffer-
ing for my sin?" I say, "No,
for he could not bear your sins
to the cross—only Jesus could
and did do it."

A few days after my conver-
sion my parents and church
friends learned that I had left
the church—you guessed right
—rather than beint happy that
I had gone to Jesus and had
cried out to Him, telling Him
that I was a poor lost sinner,
they turned against me. I was
told that I had disgraced the
family, as I was the only one
that had ever left the right
church. My Bible was hidden,
I was called insane, was threat-
ened to be put in the asylum.
Letters that were written to me
by Christian friends were open-
ed by my family and read to
visitors, and I was made a
laughing stodk. I was told to
sever relationship entirely with
my family unless I came back
to the church. I was forbidden
to listen to gospel programs,
and was sworn at.

'When I did listen once, my
father threatened me with a
leather horse harness folded
double. While his arm was
stretched out to whip me, I
prayed to God to give me grace
to take the whipping. Just then
his arm dropped and he said,
"Lucky girl, you are of age, or
I would have whacked you to
pieces." (I had just passed my
twenty-first birthday six weeks
before.) I could tell you of
many more persecutions, but
these will suffice.
These things, however, did

not cause me to wonder if I

had done the wrong thing. No,
a thousand times, No! I had a
peace I never had, though all
the forces of hell were against
me. I could not doubt God. I
was not mis-led, because only
God led me. No one made me
change, but God opened my
eyes at mass—He did it—and
so I said, "God, I know you
have given me this peace that
I begged for. I am not deluded.
Just help me to tell my other
friends about it."

No Purgatory

The Catholic Bible itself
shows us that there isn't any
purgatory. In John 3:16 it says
that "God so loved the world
that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth
in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life." Then,
in Luke, chapter 16, verses 19
to 31, it says, "And besides all
ihis, between us and you a
great gulf is fixed; so that they
who wish to pass over from this
side to you cannot, and they
cannot cross from your side to
us."
So many are worrying about

purgatory. So many poor wid-
ows spend the last dollar they
have for mass to be said at the
anniversary of their husband's
death. How many children are
left in want—all because peo-
ple have been allowed to go on
in their sins in this world, with
a promise of a chance in the fu-
ture. That verse about the rich
man and Lazarus ought to be a
warning to anyone.

If, by paying our way with
the dollars and cents of loved
ones who need the money, we
earn salvation, then why was
John 3:16 put in the Bible?
Note that it does not say that
the church, beads, the mass,
penances, or anything el s e
would give everlasting life, but
just believing on Jesus—God's
love gift to humanity. The
priest takes the dollars and pro-
mises release from purgatory,
but Jesus did not take anything,
but has given Himself for our
sins. If you fail after you ac-
cept Him as your Saviour, then
He is your high priest also,
waiting for you to come at once
with your sin; because He is
sitting at the right hand of the
Father, interceding for you.

Can't you see why the Ca-
tholic people are not supposed
to read the Bible. If they do
they will cast off the hidden
worts of Darkness and come to
the marvelous light.
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Persecutions

Yes, I have been severely
persecuted for leaving t h e
church; but why should we who
leave the church be treated so?
I have never seen a word in the
Bible where Jesus ever did any
one harm that came to Him.
He says in John 14:6, "I am the
way, the truth and the life; no
man cometh unto the Father
but by me."

If we would denounce Jesus
and the Gospels and the Epis-
tles, it would be different; but
we take them and believe them,
the way they read; and we
warn people not to trust in a
future chance. Why aren't peo-
ple happy to learn about a last-
ing peace in their heart, and
why aren't they thankful that
they are warned to take no
chances for hoping for a chance
after death?

But the church would lose
money, wealth, and pomp, if
they took the warning from the
Bible, and told people to RE-
PENT NOW, as "TODAY IS
THE DAY OF SALVATION."
Hear also this verse, "He that

cometh to me, I will in no wise
cast out." Jesus turns against
no one. He came to seek and to
save that which was lost. So,
my dear friend, please heed
the warning, and turn to Him.
Remember that you will go
Straight to Hell if you die with-
out Christ in your heart. Re-
member also that the rich man
was very much alive when in
hell. He could feel the pain of
thirst and of torment in flames.
Hell is real. Heaven is real.
Oh, if people would only give
up whatever their church eld-
ers have said, if it is not the Bi-
ble that their elders are going
by.

How [thank God that I know
He is real. How wonderful that
He led me out of darkness. I
know I am right, because I have
accepted the RIGHT one. In
the book of Acts it says, "There
is none other Name under
heaven whereby we must be
saved." Isn't that plain? Jesus
said that His yoke is, easy and
His burden is light. So, if you
are bound by forms and cere-
monies and traditions of the fa-
thers, and have no assurance of
a present peace (which I know
you don't have unless you are
loosed from your bands), then
you know that you are wrong.
He also says, "Let not your
heart be troubled;" and unless
the sin question is settled, I
know that you have a troubled
heart. "The blood of Jesus
Christ cleanseth us from all
sin."-1 John 1:7.

—Mrs. F. E. Goodrick,
Mt. Sterling, Ky.

sak\.

Quo Vadis

(Continued from page one)
fill the seats of the theatres.
The question is, Why? What

is it that has so tremendous an
appeal? It is the "symbolized
struggle of Christian martyr's
,against Nero's corrupt Roman
Empire?" Is it the "traditional
morality tale of good vs. evil?"
"Is it the fictional love story of
Lygia and the Roman soldier
Marcus, the two Christian lov-
ers?" Of course, all of this goes
to make up the whole. But
none of these appeal like the
"florid descriptions of the las-
civious debaucheries of Nero's
court." This is that which ap-
peals to the "lust of the eye,
and the lust of the flesh." The
masses will revel in these scenes
of "infamy, of evil, of murder,
of vile imagination." Why?

The Present Moral Decline

The world today has again
entered an era of moral debau-

chery. The emphasis is placed

upon the sensual and the sex)'.

The F. B. I. gives us these

startling facts:

"Fifteen million sex maga;
zines read monthly by a third

of the nation.
"More barmaids than college

girls.
"Three times as many criini'

nals as college students.
"One million girls infected

with social diseases.
"One hundred thousand girls,

entering white slavery each

year.
"One million babies born ill

illegitimacy yearly,
"One in three marriages end'

ing in divorce.
"Sixty suicides every day.
"One murder every 40 min'

utes.
"One major crime every 2/

seconds.
"One hundred thousand tin'

apprehended murderers walking
the streets.

"Seventeen-year-olds repre;
sent the largest criminal grouP.

Frank Waggoner, Jr., writing
in Christian Digest magazine 0$
"What Do Statictics P r core

About Christian America," sal
—"So this is Christian America.

This is sinful America! This i$
the country where rural church'
es are dying at the rate of one
thousand a year. Sunday morn'
ing church attendance is 5 Per
cent of the population and Sun'
day evening attendance is 2 frf
cent. Only 28 per cent oft
people attend any chu.
Thirty thousand villages have
no resident pastor. Ten thoir

sand villages do not have $
church building. Twenty-seve$
million youth under 21 receive
no Christian training whatSe
ever."

Whither Goest Thou

The phrase "Quo Vadis"
very significant in this partien'

lar connection. It means -7
"Wither Goest Thou?"

In the light of all the prese1!!
moral decline it would be Wel;
for all the world to pause an;
ask the question, "Whither al'
we going?"

God has the answer
Word — "The wicked sha.„,,3
cast into hell, and all the n$,,
tions that forget God." (Psalw
9: 17) .

Example Or Substitute

(Continued from page one) e
- "All we like sheep have el
astray; we have turned eve",
one td his own way; and 
Lord hath laid on Him the ill'
quity of us all." (Isaiah 53:0,
—From "Suppose," by T11°''

E. Stephen.

Helping The Preacher

Paul, the greatest preacDeard
who ever lived, was criticiie41, 1

No preacher is above criticino
It is the duty of God to inuy

His servants.
—The American BaPtiSt.

(Continued from page orle)e
of life. He is talented or_,,,e
would not be a preacher.
success he could have achiest",1
in a business or profession,'

career he has given up to ser_v:
you. To criticize your preacjj
er is to undermine your
friend. It is disloyal; it is tui
grateful.
When Miriam and Aaron_,,,-,,

ticized Moses, God struck
jam with leprosy. It is a cla:;1
gerous thing to criticize a Inn,
of God. God is certain to Pti'
ish those who do so.
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