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"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word
it is because there is no light in them."—Isaiah 8:20.
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N. T. Freedom Is Not Ours Today
By ROY MASON
Tampa, Florida

Beyond any question, the
churches of New Testament
tinies were FREE. They were
simple, local, self-governing
bodies. Let us note somescrip-
tures that serve to make this
Clear:

Matt. 23:8, No graded minis-
One Master . . . Chris-

tians all "brethren."

Acts 6:5, "The multitude" (of
believers) here handle an im-
Portant matter.

„II Cor. 8:23, Here we have
Messengers" of churches. They
Were not delegates, but repre-
sentatives of churches, sent for
tile distribution of funds given

3,, the different churches.
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How They Did Things In New
Testament Times

Each church handled its own
affairs, and no other church or
religious group meddled. You
can find no exception to this.

Missionaries were sent out by
churches. (Example—the church
at Antioch. See Acts 13:2-4
with 14:27). As indicated here,
report was made back to the
church that sent them forth.
The churches had pastors and

deacons—just these two offices.
No president of this, that, and
the other. When something
needed to be done, a committee
was appointed to see to it—like
the men who were appointed as
"messengers" to go with Paul
to take the benevolent gift up
to Jerusalem.

What Has Grown Up Through
The Centuries

Baptist churches apostatized
to form THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH, and gradually there
was formed a "heirarchy" that
culminated in a full-fledged
pope with Gregory the Great
(590-604 A. D.). Here we have
one of the most cruel autocra-
cies that the, world has ever
known. The clergy is graded
and completely dominated un-
til there is no room for freedom.
Ecclesiastics do as they are told,
and they dare not rebel. When
Luther rebelled, his friends had
to protect his life with armed
force. When people have re-
fused obedience to the pope,
they have been put to sword.

Continued on page four)

NOT GRIEVED FOR ISRAEL
By JESSE F. WEBB

"Not grieved for Israel!" canst thou stand
Rejoicing in the light,

And nothing care for those who stray
In darkest shades of night?

"Not grieved for Israel!" having lost
Thy load of sin and shame,

Should'st thou not their salvation seek
Through whom thy Saviour came?"

"Not grieved for Israel!" thou wast healed,
When broken, sick and sore,

How deep their wounds! Has thou no balm
On their sad hearts to pour?

"Not grieved for Israel!" When thy cup
With mercy overflows,

Wilt thou not give from thy full store
Some comfort for their woes?

Lo, Jesus grieves His flock to see
All ruined, lost, undone,

And bids thee in the desert go
To seek them one by one.

Oh, holy task, His name to bear
In all its healing power,

To "these His Brethren," thus to haste
Their glad redemption hour.

Baptism is one of the most
Pressive symbols in all the

bible. In Matt. 3:6 it symbolizes
F°11fession of sins. In Acts 2:41
1t sYmbolizes confession of faith. I
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ip horn. 6:4-11 it sets forth the
eginning of a new life. In Gal.
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E 3. 27 we read: "For ye are
1 the children of God by faith

10 Jesus Christ. For as many
f You as have been baptized

'Ito Christ have put on Christ."
Is this country it is unlawful

a civilian to wear the um-
.; ̀°rM of the U. S. Army. Like-in ord..WiSe no person can be the re-they di`•-• e-PLent of Bible baptism untilSpirit1 h

has been made a soldier ofin theil -,rist. "And it came to pass,
„when he was in a certain city,

n uehold a man full of leprosy;
That t1Who seeing Jesus fell on his
forth 51 face, and besought him, saying,
ention ,111-4)Td, if thou wilt, thou canst
The nit'' make me clean. And he put
ently be ;0rth- his hand, and touched
: he he Mtn, saying, I will: be thou

And immediately the lep-
)f Atrarl
ated thg
as and
d, and CHURCHES WOULDN'T
ke perse
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WANT PAULbaptize
breat The story is told of a Pulpit

id wear, 4̀.°I1linittee that had been trying
tie aI 0 

secure a pastor for their
r thing' without much success.
questiondidate after candidate had
le to 1:11 t en heard, but upon none of
ver is if tkqe,rn could the people settle
passag dr minds.
shall 13` Pinally a man spoke up. "I
; for UP ''-riow where there is a good
,o be i1/1. ettlati• He is a great Bible preach-

"-well educated too."
th"ood," said another one of

coMmittee. "That's what we
1.1t• A Bible preacher who is

OW 'ell educated."
Won't cost us much either.

:e one) -e Won't accept a salary."
fied. ta Prie," said another one, no-
m, tly' 11%̀ °1-ls for his penny pinching.
baptis0'1  Teachers want too much

-'oney these days anyway."
)t that la Of Course—this man has had
wed VI pi. ot of trouble in various

'aces where he has been," con-
BaptiO Continued on page four)

Bible Baptism
rosy departed from him. And
he charged him to tell no man:
but go, and show thyself to the
priest, and offer for thy cleans-
ing, according as Moses com-
manded, for a testimony unto
them."—Luke 5:12-14.
The wrong order of right

things is often the most serious
of evils and disproportionate
truth is the worst of errors. In
Matt. 28:19, 20 the order is:
Make disciples, baptize them,
and then indoctrinate them. In
I Pet. 3:21 we have salvation
through Christ illustrated by
symbol.

While working with a sur-
veyor I learned the importance
of establishing a point of be-
ginning. I was told that the first
act in surveying is to establish
this point. The transit must be
placed exactly over this point;
and, if this point is not accur-
ately located, all the work of
surveying will be in vain. Prop-
erty lines will be confused and
the courts crowded with citizens
that have been wronged by a
careless surveyor. All lines

L. D. Gibson
North Kenova, Ohio

strptched by a surveyor are but
linbs of confusion if the point
of beginning is not accurately
established.
Before God began the work

of creation He established the
point of beginning, namely, the
atonement which is the base line
of the universe. Adam and Eve
began with themselves and end-
ed in fear and confusion. Hu-
manism in any of its forms ends
where it starts. Beginning with
man instead of beginnng with
God's point of beginning has
given rise to the corkscrew the-
ology that is prevalent today.
Such theology has neither cen-
ter nor circumference. Dear
reader, do not be perturbed by
the God-dishonoring things that
are being taught and practiced
today. God has not abdicated
His throne, neither is He an
idle spectator.
To insist that baptism is ne-

cessary to salvation is to deny

fundamental truth by placing a
question mark after the atone-
ment. It denies that the work
of Christ as the restorer of man
to a state of righteousness be-
fore God is complete in itself.
The Judaizers taught that one
had to be circumcised in order
to be saved. Paul taught that
Christ was of no profit to those
who were circumcized in order
to be saved.
Today the successors of the

Judaizers come forth with the
same infantile reasoning, saying
that one cannot be saved with-
out baptism. Paul was speaking
very definitely about this same
principle when he said that he
gave way, not even for one hour,
to the Judaizers, that the truth
of the Gospel might remain with
the Gentiles. The Gospel teaches
salvation by grace through faith
without any works of obedience
before or after faith as a condi-
tion of either present and final
salvation.
Amid all the distractions of

our own day it is almost consol-
atory to reflect upon the fact
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"The'Historicity Of Baptists And Others
"And ye shall know the truth,

and the truth shall make you
free."—John 8:3.

A positive and guaranteed an-
tidote for superstition, ignor-
ance, and idolatry is a frank
presentation of the truth. If
what we have to say is true,
then it should free some from
denominational error. If what
we have to say is true, then it
should make Baptists to become
better Baptists. If what we have
to say is true, then no one can
so much as lift his finger in op-
position, for Paul says "We can

do Aothing against the truth"
(II Cor. 13:8). If what we have
to say is true, though only one
should accept it as the truth,
even then a multitude of sins
would be covered; "Brethren, if
any of you do err from the truth,
and one convert him, let him
know that he which converteth
. . . shall hide a multitude of
sins" (James 5:19, 20).

That some church was estab-
lished by Jesus, all denomina-
tions assent to. That there was
only one church established by
Jesus, most denominations be-

lieve. That the course of this
one church may be observed and
that the genesis of others may
be noted, we present this his-
tory, "speaking the truth in
love" (Eph. 4: 15) •

For nearly two hundred years
after Jesus had said, "I will
build my church" (Mt. 16:18),
there was but little diversity of
opinion and division among the
churches. Here and there were
small disputes among the mem-
bers, such as at Corinth, the
question of eating meats that

(Continued on page two)

that apostolic churches were
disturbed by serious contro-
versies, involving offensive per-
sonalities, and conducted, as at
Corinth and Galatia, with great
bitterness. God maintains the
universe through conflict of op-
posing forces. Each star and
planet remains in its place be-
cause the pull of gravity is
equal in all directions. It is thus
that chaos and order mingle to-
gether. Similarly it is only thru
controversy that truth triumphs
and obstacles to progress are
swept away. Read Mott. 10:34,
35.

If baptism be necessary to
salvation, then we must set at
naught and disregard every text
in God's Word which teaches
that salvation is by grace and
not of works—that it is a free
gift and cannot be merited or
earned by anything the sinner
is or can do. I have before me
Nave's Topical Bible, and if I
(Continued on page four)

GOD'S MESSAGE IS
TO THE JEW FIRST
By Jacob Gartenhaus

With true Christians, the su-
preme authority for the decision
of questions pertaining to Christ
and His kingdom has been the
Word of God. They refuse to
accept man-made creeds and
opinions but in complete and
unquestioning obedience submit
themselves to Christ's teachings
and commands. "Thus saith Je-
hovah," settles their every ques-
tion.
The first thing that impresses

us when we study the earthly
ministry of our Lord is that it
was confined to the Jews with
but two exceptions, the cen-
turion and the Syrophenician
woman. When He commissioned
the twelve, He charged them
saying, "Go not into the way of
the Gentiles, and into any city
of the Samaritans enter ye not:

Continued on page four)
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Baptists And Others"

(Continued from page one)

had been offered to idols and

the observance of the Lord's

Supper, but as to diversity be-

tween the various churches, on

the whole, such was absent.
About the year 251 A. D. non-
fellowship was declared against
some irregular churches, which
had adopted the doctrine of bap-
tismal regeneration.. About this
time, the churches in and about
Rome, began an attempt to ex-
ercise dominion and authority
over other local churches. This
also tended towards separation.
Thus near the middle of the
third century, we find two insti-
tutions claiming to be churches;
one was retaining the doctrines
in their purity, while the other
was daily sloughing off the
principles which Jesus had com-
manded, and in their place was
substituting a man-made deco-
rum. Strange to say the latter
group attracted the larger num-
ber of followers. The smaller
group refused to accept mem-
bers from the larger group
without re-baptizing them, since
the larger group was preaching
baptismal regeneration. Because
of this teaching and a later her-
esy, that of infant baptism, a
martyrdom arose which has
been responsible for the death
of more than 50,000,000 people,
or as it has been estimated more
bloodshed than in all of the wars
from the days of Abel to the
present, excepting the past two
World Wars. This smaller group
of disciples, who were holding
the doctrines in their purity,
were compelled to flee to the
mountains and to hide away in
caves to escape persecution.

When Constantine the Great
came to the throne shortly be-
fore the year 300 A. D., he made
Christianity, or that which was
called Christianity by the larger
group of disciples, the religion
of his world-wide empire. At
his death in 337, his territory
was divided between his three
sons, which destroyed the solid-
arity and the solidity thereof.
Hordes of wandering vandals
and barbarians of northern Eu-
rope swept over the broken
empire of Constantine. These
Goths, Visogoths, Huns, and
Teutons cared nothing for the
religion which Constantine had
proclaimed throughout his em-
pire. Thus Christianity fell into
disrepute and began to decline.
The unscrupulous leaders of the
larger group of Christians, in

their desperation to hold Chris-

tianity together, began to play

* upon the imagination, supersti-

tion, and ignorance of these un-

civilized invaders. They fright-

ened these uncultured savages

with their pageantry, mysterious
ceremonies, and with their claim

of spiritual power for their
preachers.
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Ridpath says, "The Holy See
at this time made the discovery
that the presentation of moral
truth and obligation to the bar-
barian imagination was less ef-
fective than splendid shows and
gilded ceremonies. She, there-
fore, adopted pageant instead of
moral expostulation, and con-
verted the barbarians with spec-
tacles" (Vol. 4: P. 520). Thus
the church usurped and gained
control of the political and re-
ligious life of the people.

The hierarchy which began in
251 when all orthodox churches
withdrew from the irregulars
because of baptismal regenera-
tion, with this new influx of
power, with which she had
overawed the barbarian, devel-
oped into the

CATHOLIC CHURCH

However, the establishment of
this church was not effected un-
til the year 590, by Gregory the
Great. Quoting Ridpath again:
"This epoch in history should
not be passed over without ref-
erence to the rapid growth of
the Papal Church, in the close
of the sixth century and the
beginning of the seventh. Most
of all by Gregory the Great,
whose pontificate extended from
590 to 604, was the supremacy
of the Apostolic See asserted and
maintained. Under t h e triple
title of Bishop of Rome, Primate
of Italy, and Apostle of the
West, he gradually, by gentle
insinuation or bold assertion, as
best suited the circumstances,
elevated the Episcopacy of
Rome into a genuine papacy of
the Church. He succeeded in
bringing the Arians of Italy and
Spain into the Catholic fold,
and thus assured the solidarity
of the Western Ecclesia." (Vol.
4: P. 148).

For 900 long years, or from
590 until the beginning of the
sixteenth century, "darkness
covered the earth and gross
darkness the people." Historians
speak of this era of Catholic do-
minion as the "Dark Ages." To
the heresy of baptismal regen-
eration was added infant bap-
tism, union of church and state,
transubstantiation, maryolatry,
maryology, image worship, as-
ceticism, exaltation of the bish-
ops and celibacy of the priests.
So that by the year 1500, only
traces of the original church
which Jesus had established
could be found in this almost
universal Catholic Church.

Gradually the power of this
church increased. Kings and
princes became puppets at the
will of the Pope. Through the
sale of indulgences, the church
grew vastly rich. She dominated
the political maps of Europe.
Untold wealth and power grad-
ually came into her hands.
Martyrs for the cause of Jesus
died by the thousands: in many
cities the streets ran with their
blood that was spilled since they
refused to bow the knee in sub-
jection. The small band of fol-
lowers that had existed from
the beginning suffered all man-
ner of cruel hardships at the
hands of the "deceiver of na-
tions." They were drawn and
guar tered; they were sawn
asunder; they were impaled
upon sharp stakes; hot molten
lead was poured into their ears;
their tongues were pulled out
with hot pincers; they were im-
prisoned; they were stoned; they
were slain with the sword; they
were burned at th g stake. Every
conceivable instrument of tor-
ture was invented.

Although its temporal wealth
and power increased, the spiri-
tual power of the church had
dwindled and passed almost into
oblivion, so that the condition
of the church was well de-
scribed by the following con-

versation of two of its poten-
tates:
Says one, "There has been a

very great change since the es-
tablishment of the church, for
Peter said, 'Silver and gold have
I none!'"
The other replied, "Yes and I

am afraid that there has been
another very great change in
another direction; neither can
the church say today, In the
name of Jesus, rise up and walk.'
We have the silver and gold, but
we haven't Peter's power and
faith."
However, about the beginning

of the sixteenth century. a gen-
eral movement of Reformation
was inaugurated which broke
completely the political and re-
ligious tyranny of the Roman
Catholic Church. The darkness
of the Dark Ages began to be
supplanted by the light of a new
day. Ignorance and supersti-
tion, the plotters of darkness,
withdrew before the light of
God's Word. The people who.,
had been sitting in darkness
were now ready to welcome any
leader who would even attempt
to lead them back to the reli-
gion of Jesus.

Possibly the most eminent of
all Protestant Reformers was
Martin Luther. The seeds of
Reformation were planted in his
heart while he was in school in
Erfurt, between 1501 and 1505,
by his thorough examination of
the Vulgate translation of the
Bible. For a few years these
seeds lay dormant, but with the
appearance of John Tetzel, at
the University of Wittenberg, of
which school Luther was a
teacher, a Reformation that was
to light the whole world was in-
augurated. Tetzel was selling
indulgences for the commitment
of sins. Luther denied the Pope
the right to forgive sins, and
proceeded to nail his ninety-five
theses of denial to the door of
the Wittenberg Church. In pass-
ing, may we say that Luther
was not attempting to break
from the Catholic Church; he
only hoped to reform it. All ef-
forts to cause Luther to retract
were of no avail. In 1520 he
publicly burned the papal bull
which was an anathema from
the Church of Rome. In this
year the

LUTHERAN CHURCH

was constituted. Although Lu-
ther started the great movement
of the Reformation, he was not
strong enough to pattern his
church entirely after the New
Testament model. Consequently,
many practices and ceremonies
are found in the Lutheran
Church which are not found in
the New Testament Churches.
Henry VIII, who became King

of England in 1509, fell heir to
the honor of leading a whole
country to renounce Catholi-
cism. At 12 years of age, he
was betrothed to Catharine of
Aragon, the widow of his
brother. In 1520, Henry decided
to divorce Catharine, for two
reasons, namely: she had borne
him no male heir, and his at-
tachment for Anne Boleyn. The
pope refused to sanction Henry's
divorce, whereupon the King
proceeded to divorce Catharine
and to marry Anne, notwith-
standing the pope's pronounced
interdiction. Because of Henry's
defiance, Pope Clement,the Sev-
enth excommunicated Henry in
1534. Parliament came to the
King's rescue and on November
the twenty-third of the same
year, passed an act which set
aside the papal authority in
England. A later act was passed
in 1535 by which Henry became
the head of the

CHURCH OF ENGLAND

Thus with a murderer and an
adulterer as its founder, the
Church of England was ushered

into existence. From this evil
beginning the

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

has descended.
The success of Luther and

Henry VIII gave courage to
other fainting hearts. Hence in
1526, John Brenz at Halle, Ger-
many, drew up a plan of or-
ganization for the

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

This movement gained im-
petus under the leadership and
direction of John Calvin, who
in 1536 formally founded this
church.
To the Episcopal Church,

which was organized in 1534, a
daughter was born, known first
of all as •the Independent
Church, and later the followers
of this movement became known
as

CONGREGATIONALISTS

Robert Brown, schoolmaster,
lecturer, and preacher of the
Episcopal Church, opposed sac-
redotalism and the episcopal
form of church government,
which his church had inherited
from the Catholic Church. Ac-
cordingly in 1540, he brought
this new organization into exist-
ence. Thus the first grand-
daughter of Catholicism was
born.
A second grand - daughter of

Catholicism was born at Oxford,
England, about the year 1727,
under the leadership of George
Whitefield and John and Charles
Wesley. Although John Wesley
led the movement, he never in-
tended to organize a separate
church. In his own words, we
find, "I declare once more that
I live and die a member of the
Church of England, and none
who regard my advice will ever
separate from it." He preferred
to call his movement the United
Society, but his followers
termed themselves

METHODISTS

and began their• separate de-
nominational existence about
1740.
Alexander Campbell, who was

born in Ireland and educated at
Glasgow, came to Pennsylvania
as pastor of a Presbyterian
Church in 1809. Becoming dis-
satisfied with Calvinism, he and
his father quit the Presbyterian
ministry and joined a Baptist
Church. He fell out with the
Baptists and in 1827 organized a
church of his own, which was
called the

CA1V1PBELLITE CHURCH

In succeeding years, it has
borne various names, such as:
Reformers, Christian, New
Lights, Stonites, Sectites, Church
of God, Disciples of Christ, and
Church of Christ.
When Joseph Smith was but

fifteen years of age, he asserted
that the first two persons of the
Trinity made a revelation to
him. Numerous revelations fol-
lowed down to 1830, at which
time he founded the

MORMON CHURCH

Because of his teachings and
practice of polygamy, he was
compelled to flee from Fayette,
New York, where he organized
his first church. He removed to
Kirtland, Ohio, and after a se-
ries of contentions there he
formed a settlement at Inde-
pendence, Mo. Trouble arose
here and he journeyed to Han-
cock City, Illinois. 15,000 ad-
herents gathered to this settle-
ment within a short time. Here
Joseph and Hyrum Smith were
arrested for violations of the
law and were shot by a mob in
1844. Brigham Young, the new
leader, organized an exodus and
led 1000 families westward
where they settled at Great Salt

Lake. Thus from palygamous,
adulerous beginning, the Mor•
mon Church has deilcended.

In 1886, Mrs. Mary Baker
Eddy, having learned from Dr.

Phineas P. Quimby his method
of treating diseases without
medicine, professed to have dis•
covered a Christian-scientific
treatment for disease. 'From the
premise that all of God's created
works are "very good," she de'
duced that sickness, sin, and evil
are unreal and abnormal. In or#
der to propagate these teachings
she opened in Boston in 1879 the
•
CHURCH OF CHRISTIAN

SCIENCE

Thus far we have noticed all
of the leading Protestant de
nominations. To be sure
have omitted Seventh Day Ad
ventism, Millennial Dawnis
Russellism, and other isms an
scisms of the modern day.

Now we come to tne Bapti
Churches. Who established th
first Baptist Church? Where w
it organized? When was it coil
stituted? Who gave it its teach
ings and doctrines? Where a
those doctrines to be found?

In answer to these questions,'
may I say that I confidently be
lieve, categorically aver, an
unconditionally assert that th
Baptist Churches were founde
by Jesus during the time of H
minisry, and that their princi
pies of faith and practice are
be found in a book, called th
Bible; chiefly in that porti'
known as the New Testame
every word of which was wri
ten by a Baptist. With Jesus
their Founder and the Bible 01
their textbook, Baptist Church
have existed from the day 0
Jesus' memorable utterance,
will build my church; and til
gates of Hades shall not preva0
against it." (Mt. 16:18).

Possibly in this connection I
few historical quotations froll
the world's most renowpel,
scholarship might not be out 01
place.
Ypeij and Dermout, eminee

historians of the Dutch R
formed Church, in their "A
count of the Origin of DutC

Baptists," says: ". . . the BaptiS tholic
may be considered as the oist therai
Christian community that rm ;:13iscopE
stood since the days of apc ',.,teebytE
ties, and as a Christian societytorigreg
has preserved pure the doctrine, "lothodi,
of the gospel through all ages.' 1„Catripbe
Alexander Campbell saY; ,"1,orrnon

"The Baptist can trace 
the 

b'aristiai
origin to apostolic times a0 '°oPtist
produce unequivocal testimo4
of their existence in every eel,'
tury down to the present WO
. . . public monuments of thd,
existence in every century c.
be produced."
Robert Bruce Smith said,

"With all my heart I belie
that the Baptists have a histof
parallel with the history
Christianity."

Alexis Mastin says, "Tb.
are, in our view, primal
Christians, or inheritors of
primitive Church, who ha
been preserved in these valle
and it is not they who separat.„
from Catholicism, but CathoF
cism from them."
Sir Isaac Newton said: "TI!

Baptists are the only body "
Christians that has not sy
bololized with the church
Rome."
A French free thinker ai

"Perhaps the Baptists are t°,1
only Christians in the wol
among whom a Christian of
first century would find 110
self at home."
The noted historian,jolt

Clark Ridpath, said: "I shot
not readily admit that there vif
a Baptist Church as far back I)
A. D. 100, though without do
there were Baptists then, as
Christians were then Baptiste'
Professor William Cecil DO
(Continued on page three)
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"The Historicity Of
Baptists And Others"

(Continued from page two)
can said: "Baptists do not, as do
roost Protestant denominations,
date their origin from the Re-
formation of 1520. . . . They did
not, however, originate with the
Reformation, for long before
Luther lived, nay long before
the Roman Catholic Church her-
self was known, Baptists and
13aptist Churches existed and
flourished in Europe, in Asia
an in Africa."

TIAN Thus we have noticed briefly
the history of the Baptist, Cath-
olics, and the leading Protestant
denominations. In the face of
this history, we ask, "Is there
any test whereby the true
Church of Jesus may be recog-
nized and the spurious claims
of rival factions may be deter-

THE TEST OF TIME

Any church that has come
into existence since the time of
Christ is not the church which
Re established for two reasons:

1. It was not in existence in
the time of Christ.

2. It did not come into exist-
ence until sometime later.
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THE TEST OF PLACE

There was only one place in
Which the New Testament
,Church could have been estab-
lished, since the ministry of
Jesus never extended beyond
the land of Palestine. It would
°aye been as impossible to have
established His church outside

eminels' of Palestine as it would for Him
tch Re' ;Ft have been born beyond its
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THE TEST OF FOUNDER

Just as there is only one time
,„and one place in which the New
.testament Church could have
been founded, there is also only
4(2.'lle person who could have
°1-inded this church. To say that
n,Yone other than Jesus found-
'd the New Testament Church
,veould be sacreligious mockery.
rlarne Founded by Whom

athoiic ... Gregory the Great
t-utheran   Martin Luther
1,Discopa1 ... Henry the Eighth
,resbyterian   John Calvin
°rigregationalist   Robt. Brown

4lethodi5t   John Wesley
... Alex. Campbell

s-nristian Science  
b • ...Mrs. Mary Eddy Baker
  Jesus

111E TEST OF PERPETUITY

Chle of the outstanding tests
Which Jesus gave by which the
,t•rtle church could be identified
is, the test of perpetuity. That
nte church which He established
ould have no end, Jesus 

i
de-

with the same breath in
;:knich He established His
eh 

He
"The gates of Hades

'nail not prevail against it."
,(2Yrt. 16:18). If that church
"th its transcendent principles
ili°uld perish from the earth,
ge Son of God would be proven

gel religion in your 30(lf, hal lei il gel down in your 301T88 also.

a liar. That Baptist principles
have existed from the days of
Jesus and that they have been
perpetuated from generation to
generation can be proved with-
out a peradventure of a doubt.
As Gregg, a Presbyterian, in
speaking of Baptist ancestry
and perpetuity, said: "Mission-
aries sent from Rome, in the
apostolic days, planted churches
in the valleys of the Alps . . .
When others yielded to the Ro-
man See, these spurned the yoke
of the church of the Seven Hills,
and kept their apostolicity in-
tact. They were subject to Rome.
Rome changed, not they."

THE TEST OF DOCTRINE

The final test by which the
true church may be determined
is the test of doctrine. When
Jesus established His church, He
did not leave that organization
in doubt as to what it was to
believe but gave to it a complete
declaration of faith. The doctri-
nal characteristics of the church
which Jesus built are laid down
completely in the New Testa-
ment. No further word as to
what the church was to believe
is to be found outside of the
Bible for there is nothing be-
yond what is written in the
Book. Its teachings are ex ca-
thedra. Let us notice first the
plain teachings of the Bible as
to doctrinal truth and then the
position which each denomina-
tion occupies.

1. As to the Bible—"All Scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness."
(II Tim. 3:16). "If any man shall
add unto these things, God shall
add unto him the plagues that
are written in this book: And if
any man shall take away from
the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away
his part out of the book of life."
(Rev. 22:18, 19).

Baptists believe that the Bible
is inspired of God and that it is
the final word in all matters. We
believe that it is the only au-
thority for both individuals and
churches. We believe that it was
completed by the writing of the
Revelation and that for one to
add to or take away from its
precepts would be to commit
spiritual suicide.
The Catholic position is ex-

actly opposite. The action of
councils, the inheritance of tra-
dition, and the teachings of the
Pope are put on a higher plane
than the teachings of the Bible.
The church can abolish the doc-
trines of the Bible and can cre-
ate entirely new teachings at
the will of the Pope.

The Lutheran, Episcopal, and
Methodist churches are gov-
erned by a system of ecclesias-
tical machinery known as an
episcopacy, which determines
both doctrine and conduct for
the individual as well as for the
church.

The Presbyterian Church is
ruled by a series of graduated
courts, with the General As-
sembly as the highest court
which passes upon all matters
of faith and doctrine.

The Mormons and Christian
Scientists set the Bible aside al-
most entirely and substitute in-
stead a Bible which their leaders
have made, it being composed of
their supposed revelations from
God.

The Congregationalist and the
Campbellite churches are more
nearly like the Baptists, in that
they accept the Bible as the final
authority. However, if space
would permit we could show
that in spite of their claim that
the open Bible is the final au-
thority with them, that in many
particulars they deviate from its
teachings.
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2. As to Salvation. "By grace
are ye saved through faith; not
of works, lest any man should
boast" (Eph. 2:8, 9). "Not by
works of righteousness which
we have done, but according to
his mercy he saved us" (Titus
3:5). "Who his own self bare
our sins in his own body . . . by
whose stripes ye were healed"
(I Peter 2:24).

Baptists believe that the sal-
vation of sinners is WHOLLY of
grace. By His death, Jesus made
a complete atonement for our
sins. Through faith in Him, He
becomes our Saviour. AS TO
SALVATION, THE BAPTISTS
STAND ALONE IN THAT
THEY BELIEVE SALVATION
TO BE WHOLLY OF GRACE'

Catholics believe that baptism
(as well as many other forms) is
necessary to salvation. The Lu-
therans, Methodists, Episcopal-
ians, Presbyterians, and Congre-
gationalists believe that baptism
contains a sacramental grace
which is essential to salvation;
hence, they practice infant bap-
tism.

Mormons, Christian Scientists,
and Campbellites teach baptis-
mal regeneration.

3. As to the mode of Baptism.
"And they were all baptized of
him in Jordan" (Mt. 3:6). "And
Jesus when he was baptized
went up straightway out of the
water" (Mt.. 3:16). "And John
was baptizing in Aenon, near to
Salim, because there was much
water there" (John 3:23).
Baptists believe that immer-

sion is the only form of baptism,
that is to be found in the New
Testament. Consequently they
reject sprinkling and affusion
since they are not to be found
in the New Testament.
The Catholic Church admits

that immersion was the mode

that was practiced in the days of
Jesus, but in subsequent days
has substituted pouring for im-
mersion, since it can be admin-
istered with less inconvenience.
Episcopalians, Lutherans, Meth-
odists, Congregationalists, and
Presbyterians follow the Catho-
lic church in this practice, while
Christian Science, Campbellism,
and Mormonism adhere to the
New Testament mode of immer-
sion.

4. As to the subject for Bap-
tism. "Go ye therefore, and dis-
ciple all nations, baptizing them
. . (Mt. 28:19). "See, here is
water; what doth hinder me to
be baptized? . . . If thou believ-
est with all thine heart, thou
mayest" (Acts 8:36, 37).

'Baptists, following the teach-
ings of the New Testament, in-
sist that only a believer on Jesus
Christ as Saviour, can be a pro-
per subject for baptism. Again,
they stand alone.

Catholics practice baptismal
regeneration; that is, baptism in
order to save, and not because
the individual has been saved.
Lutheran s, Episcopalians,

Presbyterians, Congregational-
ists, and Methodists baptize
babes, who are unable to exer-
cise faith and thus unable to be-
lieve on Christ.

Mormons, Campbellites, and
Christian Scientists practice
baptismal regeneration.

5. As to the Lord's Supper.
"Then they that gladly received
his word were baptized.. .. And
they continued stedfastly in the
apostles' doctrine and fellow-
ship, and in breaking of bread"
(Acts 2:41-42). "For as often
as ye eat this bread, and drink
this cup, ye do show the Lord's
death till he come" (I Cor. 22:
26).

Baptists believe that the
Lord's Supper is to be preceded
by the ordinance of baptism and
that this supper is a reminder of
Christ's dying love. Baptists do
not believe that sacramental
grace is imparted to the com-
municant.

Catholics take just the oppo-
site position. They say that in-
stead of the bread and wine be-
ing symbolic that they become
under the blessing of the priest
the actual body and blood of
Christ. They further say that
divine grace is imparted at each
observance of this supper. All
other denominations follow the
teaching of the Catholic church,
some to a limited degree, while
others accept it almost literally.

6. As to rights of church mem-
bers. "Then they gave forth
their lots: and the lot fell upon
Matthias" (Acts 1:26).

Baptists believe that the con-
gregation should control the af-
fairs of each local church. We
believe in an equality of rights,
such that one member has just
as much authority as any other,
regardless of what position he
may occupy in the church.

Catholics teach that the only
right a member of their church
has, is to obey the voice of the
church. The Congregationalist
and Campbellite churches are
patterned after the New Testa-
ment model. However, some
matters are not submitted to the
congregation. All other denomi-
nations conform to the Catholic
principle in varying degrees.

It thus appears that when
(Continued on page four)
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judged by the tests of time,
place, founder, perpetuity, and
doctrine that only the Baptist
Churches can boast of the head-
ship of Jesus. Lest one might
think that we are presumptuous
in submitting these tests, we
quote the authority which Jesus
gives us for so doing: "Beloved,
believe not every spirit, but try
the spirits whether they are of
God: because many false pro-
phets are gone out into the
world" (John 4:1). With that
as our actuating principle we
have submitted these tests. At
a glance it can easily be seen
that the Catholic Church and
the Baptist Churches stand at
the opposite poles on every doc-
trine. All Protestant denomina-
tions are to be found somewhere
in between, getting their teach-
ings from both. All that the
Protestant denominations hold
that is Biblical, they have gotten
from the Baptists; all that is
heretical, they have received
from the Catholics.

In every test that we have
submitted, the Baptist position
has been shown to be the Bible
position. Just how Baptists have
been able to exist in the face of
trials and persecutions, we do
not attempt to explain. Nor do
we attempt to show how that
Baptist principles have existed
from the days of Jesus. It is not
nedessary to prove our apostolic
succession. It is far more im-
portant to recognize the identity
of our churches today with those
of the first century than to pro-
duce historical records of twen-
ty centuries time. If there are
churches in the world today that
can be identified with those of
the first century, then that
should be sufficient proof of our
apostolicity. As George W. Mc-
Daniel, in "The People Called
Baptists" said: "After the war,
General Lee lost a beautiful
mare, whether strayed or stolen
he did not know. He advertised
for her, describing her color and
size in detail. Deacon William
Campbell of Essex County, Va.,
read the advertisement and saw
near his home an animal that
exactly answered the descrip-
tion. He wrote General Lee,
who sent his son from Lexing-
ton to investigate. As soon as
he saw the animal he said, 'That
is father's mare.' It wasn't nec-
essary to follow the tracks of
that mare from Lexington to
Essex. The main thing was to
identify her with the one that
was lost." (P. 141-142). So with
the Baptist churches. Our chief
hope is that men may recognize
our identity without seeking to
follow the tracks that have been
left upon the pages of history.

"Through many dangers, toils,
and snares,

We have already come;
'Tis grace hath brought us safe

thus far,
And grace win lead us home."

N. T. Freedom

(Continued from page one)

(Example: The slaughter of the
Hugeonots in France). Kings
were seated and unseated by

the pope in olden times. Today

we see the President of this
country toadying to the pope
and proposing a full-fledged
ambassador to the Vatican.
More than 30 nations already
have such.
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Protestantism Never Broke The
Shackles Completely

The Protestant Reformation
of the 16th century did not go
back to the Bible—it only made
certain changes. The Church of
England is not free. It has a
system of bishops — superior
clergymen, and heads up in the
King of England. The Metho-
dist church which came from
the Church of England is domi-
nated by bishops. The pastors
are bossed and sent hither and
yon regardless of the Lord's
Will. Congregations must take
who is sent.

What About Baptists?

Through the centuries they
have been a free people, but
they are busy today sticking
their heads in the "stocks."
More and more they are cen-
tralizing their power, until what
is the present situation. We
outline it:

1. The "State Secretary" tak-
es the place of the "bishop."

2. The church program is
made up and handed down to
the church, and it must obey or
else be branded as disloyal.

3. Pastors are largely placed
by ecclesiastical "headquar-
ters." If a pastor does not toe
the mark, he is blacklisted, and
effort is made to prevent him
from succeeding and from ob-
taining another pastorate.

4. The all-important thing
that is stressed among Baptists
today is not sound doctrine but
cooperation in the program de-
vised by the denomination. If
this program were inspired of
Heaven, it could not be insisted
upon more strenuously. Pas-
tors in the main are NOT free
—they do what they are told,
for they fear the ostracism, the
criticism, and the discrimina-
tion that they know they will
suffer for any deviation from
the "Program."

Bible Baptism

(Continued from page one)
were to tear from the New Test-
ament the texts that teach that
salvation is wholly of grace,
there would be little of the book
left.
In the Old Testament type of

redemption, Ex. 12, the order is
clearly a n d graphically set
forth. The blood did two things.
It protected Israel from the
wrath of God and delivered
them from the bondage of
Egypt. They were baptized unto
Moses in the cloud and in the
sea three days after deliverance
from the wrath of God. I Cor.
10:2.

This latter passage throws
light on the meaning of baptism
for (eis) the remission of sins
in Acts 2:38. Israel was bap-
tized unto (eis) Moses after he
was already their deliverer and
leader. Therefore they were
baptized unto (eis) Moses, not
in order to get Moses to be their
savior and deliverer, but rather
as a public demonstration of
this fact. It committed them
publicly to Moses. It marked
them outwardly as those who
had quit the bondage of Egypt
(a type of the bondage of sin)
that they might follow Moses to
the promised land. When Acts
2:38 is interpreted in the light
of Old Testament types and
shadows, as well as in the light
of the whole body of New Test-
ament teaching, it cannot mean
anything more than that repent-
ent believers are to be baptized
to symbolize, profess and pub-
licly demonstrate the fact that
they have already experienced
the remission of sins and that
they have committed them-
selves to follow Jesus Christ.
The stoutest advocates of bap-

tismal regeneration today main-

tam that faith must precede
baptism in the scriptural order,
and I John 5:1 says: "Whoso-
ever believeth that Jesus is the
Christ is (has been) born of
God." Only the believer can be
baptized scripturally, and the
Bible teaches that the believer
is already a child of God. There-
fore to be even logically correct,
if one is going to baptize people
in order that they may be saved,
he must baptize unbelievers.
The Gospel of John was writ-

ten to sinners to bring them to
faith in Jesus Christ for sal-
vation, and yet the only men-
tion of baptism in this Gospel is
in connection with the state-
ment that "Jesus made and bap-
tized more disciples than John."
And this shows that disciples
were first made and then bap-
tized. Before this statement
could mean that disciples were
made by baptism the verbs
"made" and "baptized" would
have to be transposed. The Bible
formula, here as in the great
commission, is first to make dis-
ciples and then to baptize them.
Paul said: "I am not ashamed

of the gospel of Christ, for it is
the power of God unto salvation
to every one that believeth." In
I Cor. 15:1-4 Paul tells us what
the Gospel is and that we are
saved by it. Neither here nor
elsewhere is baptism made a
part of the Gospel. Rather it is
an act of man, while the Gospel
has to do solely with what
Christ has done.
The Bible declares that we

are not saved by works of right-
eousness which we have done.
Titus 3:5. Baptism is a work of
righteousness a n d, therefore,
has no saving efficacy. When
Paul was asked by the Philip-
plan jailer, "What must I do to
be saved?" the answer was, "Be-
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ
and thou shalt be saved."
Salvation is instantaneous.

The first outgoing of faith that
rests on Christ is coextensive
with eternal life. "He that hear-
eth my words and believeth on
Him that sent me hath ever-
lasting life." If baptism is essen-
tial to salvation, then all who
died from Adam until the bap-
tism of John are lost, for there
was no Christian baptism be-
fore John.
But the Gospel was not a new

thing in the Christian era. Rom.
1:1 says: "The gospel which He
had promised afore by His pro-
phets in the Holy Scriptures."
From Genesis to Revelation this
promise runs through type, dec-
laration, and the witness of
saved souls. Adam and Abel,
Enoch and Noah, Abraham and
Moses, Elijah and Isaiah, and
all the host of God's elect knew
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the Gospel in its saving efficacy
all through the ages.
When Jesus came the types in

sacrifices and offerings met
their wonderful fulfillment in
His coming and His death. His
plenary sacrifice was God's
mighty assurance in living fact-
ual truth that His every promise
to the children of God would
be fulfilled.

If baptism were essential to
salvation, it would be hard to
understand why Christ did not
baptize a single person, even
though He came to save His
people from their sins. Again,
under this thesis, it would be
hard to understand how Paul
could have written to the Cor-
inthians: "I thank God I bap-
tized none of you but Crispus
and Gaius."
In Psa. 119:50 we read: "Thy

word has quickened me." Again
we are told "Of His own will
begat he us (not by baptism,
but) with the word of truth."
Jas. 1:18. Furthermore, in I Pet.
1:23, we read: "Being born
again, not of corruptible seed
but of incorruptible, by the
word of God which liveth and
abideth forever." One cannot
stand with one foot on a rock
and the other on the air with
equal pressure without going
down. The same is true when
one tries to trust both Christ
and baptism for salvation.

To The Jew First

(Continued from page one)
but go rather to the lost sheep
of the house of Israel." There
is one fact that cannot be de-
nied and that is: if we would
follow the Saviour's example
we could not go wrong. And His
example was "to the Jew first."
Also, a casual reading of the
book of Acts will convince any-
one that the inspired apostle as
well carefully observed this or-
der. In the account of his mis-
sionary journeys we read such
familiar phrases as: "as his
manner was" when in visiting a
city he went to the Jew first.
Just a few passages to illus-
trate: Acts 14:1, 17:1-2, 17:10-
17, 18:4-11, 19:8-10, 28:23.
The command "to the Jew

first" which played such a vital
part in the lives of the Saviour
and the apostles should not be
lightly dismissed as of no sig-
nificance by Christians today.
Can we imagine what might
have been the glorious history
of the church had it carried
out this order?
Should someone dismiss this

subject with the argument that
the command "to the Jew first"
was meant to be carried out
during apostolic days only, I
would reply that it is to be
observed by Christians in all
ages, even as are the other doc-
trines and practices of the apos-
tles. Diligent students of God's
Word have always believed and
practiced "to the Jew first."
The idea latent in the minds

of Gentile Christians that the
Jew had his chance at the Gos-
pel in the beginning, but that
having rejected it he has for-
ever forfeited his privilege, has
no Scriptural foundation. The
fact of the matter is that the
Jew of today has not had his
chance until the Gospel has
been offered him. It might be
argued with equal force that in-
asmuch as the Gentiles have
had the Gospel preached to
them for nineteen hundred
years and are still trampling it
underfoot, we are therefore no
longer obligated to give them
the Gospel.
But I contend that the Jew

has not lost his chance; rather,
it is imperative that we carry
out the divine command "to the
Jew first." Nowhere in the
Scriptures do we find any war-

rant to change this order. On'
of the hardest lessons for Chris
tians to learn is to do first thing,

'
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