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Dear Sir:

tic Diges„ ever since LIFE became a
kweekly publication, I have been
Qoth a subscriber and a reader,
11(:1 have appreciated very de-

or ld fIllitely both your pictorial and
ge one) verbal descriptions of current
and mus news.
light

the Wort However, I must differ radi-
the pa/ eallY with you as to the "family
, all Wiit e" of Catholicism and Pro-
The be. stantism as shown on page 122
will fe the November 10, 1947, is-
nil gr'' of LIFE.
ally. T -son this, you make Baptists to
nore
the pas'
.ey do nol

Those who are greedy of commendation prove they are short in merit.
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"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word
it is because there is no light in them."—Isaiah 8:20.
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December 9, 1947 originate about the year 1609.
and through your ingenious
"family tree" you very skillful-
ly show that all denominations
have come from Catholic Christ-
endom, or in other words, you
make the Catholic Church to be
a sort of mother church.

My dear sir, there isn't an
historian, either sacred or secu-
lar, of any degree of reputation
whom you might quote in justi-
fication of the purported facts
of your "family tree." In fact,
the entirety of it, as far as Bap-
tists are concerned, is a gross
perversion. It is true that the
Catholic Church is the mother
or grandmother of all Protest-
ant churches. Yet, Baptists are
not, and never were, Protest-
ants. Baptists did not originate
in 1609, and neither is Catholic

Christendom the oldest church.

I desire to categorically aver
and unconditionally assert that
Baptist churches were estab-
lished in the days of the Lord
Jesus during the time of His
ministry in the country of Pal-
estine. With Jesus as their
Founder, and the Bible as their
textbook, Baptist churches have
existed since the days of Jesus'
memorable utterance, "I will
build my church, and the gates
of hell shall not prevail against
it." (Matthew 16:18).
Ypeij and Dermout, eminent

historians of the Dutch Reform-
ed Church, say, "The Baptists
may be considered as the only
Christian community that has
stood since the days of the
apostles, and as a Christian so-
(Continued on page three)

I will not doubt, though all my ships at sea
Come drifting home with broken masts and sails.

I will believe the hand that never fails,
From seeming evil worketh good in me.

And though I weep because the sails are tattered,
Still will I cry, while my best hopes lie shattered

"I trust in Thee!"

I will not doubt, though all my prayers return
Unanswered from the still white realm above;

I will believe it is an all-wise love
Which hath refused the things for which I yearn.

And though at times I cannot keep from grieving,
Still the pure ardor of my fixed believing

Undimmed shall burn!

I will not doubt, though sorrows fall like rain
And troubles swarm like bees about a hive;

I will believe the heights for which I strive
Are only gained through anguish and by pain.

And though I groan and tremble 'neath the crosses;
Yet still I see, through my severest losses,

The greater gain!

I will not doubt! Well anchored is my faith,
Like some staunch ship my soul braves every gale,

So strong its courage that it shall not quail
To breast the mighty unknown sea of death!

0 may I cry, when body parts with spirit,
"I do not doubt!" So list'ning worlds may hear it

With my last breath.

—Ella Wheeler Wilcox
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'Use to come to see them."
(Continued on page four)
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are not strong on POSITIVE
CHRISTIANITY. They are not
strong on being helpful to
others, being kind and generous
and charitable, and in actually
promoting the Lord's cause.
Their code is largely made up
of "I DON'T DO this or that"
rather than "I DO .
Then also, some of the pious

acting—like those of the holi-
ness groups—make pious talk
to substitute for sound doc-
trine. Some are so desirous of
giving God glory that they will
tell a lie to glorify Him. Ex-
ample: The woman who shout-
ed at the "healing meeting" and
proclaimed herself cured of goi-
tre, when investigation revealed
that she had NEVER HAD goi-
tre. It was a plain fake.
How is practical sure-enough

religion manifested? (See James
1:27).

The "Better Than Thou" Type
That Scores Others With

The Tongue

There are those who refrain
(Continued on page four)

HERE ARE EVIDENCES

OF THE BIBLE'S

PRIORITY

Hold on tight while we list
through the evidences to prove
that the Bible is unique—first
in every realm.

1. It is first in Popularity. The
Bible is the oldest and the long-
est book in common use. It is
still the world's best seller. Not
only so, other books often make
phenomenal sales because of
their impure contents, where-
as people turn to the Bible be-
cause it answers in such unfor-
gettable fashion the deepest
questions of the human heart.

2. It is first in, Literature. It
is so much more than a book.
It is an institution honored the
world around. It is the miracle
of literature. Certainly, the Bi-
ble has been more widely trans-
lated than any other book. In
its entirety, it may now be read
in 188 languages. Besides that,
it has appeared in some sub-
stantial part in almost a thou-
sand more tongues. No other
book even faintly approximates
this record. For the past forty
years missionaries have been
translating the Scriptures into

(Continued on page four)

Thirteen Restrictions That
Mean Close Communion

By BEN M. BOGARD
(Now In Glory)

Open Communion is possible
only when there are divisions.
As the devil is the author of
confusion and division it follows
that the devil is the author of
open communion. God is the
author of peace and harmony
and as close communion is bas-
ed on UNION, FELLOWSHIP
AND PEACE it follows that
God is the author of close com-
munion.
The restrictions placed around

the Lord's Table are many and
the following are some of them:

1. The supper must be eaten
in church capacity—must come
together in the church. This
does not mean church house
for the house is not the church.
To come together in the church
means to come together as
members of the church. I Cor.
11:18.
2. The social feature is for-

bidden. We should not take the
supper to show our sociability.
We have our own house to do
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"Lost Man, Found By God"
"For the Son of man is come

to seek and to save that which
was lost."—Luke 19:10.

Frankly speaking, beloved,
the majority of people don't
realize the awfulness of their
spiritual condition. They know
that they are not perfect, but
at the same time they don't see
that there is anything seriously
wrong with them. I believe I
speak truthfully when I say
that the average individual can
be characterized in this respect;
he knows he is not perfect, and
yets he doesn't realize that

there is anything seriously
wrong with him.

I remember years ago as a
boy preacher, going to a home
to talk with a dying man — a
man who was morally upright,
a gentleman I should say in
every respect, yet an unsaved
man. As I started to approach
him relative to his spiritual con-
dition, his daughter, grown,
who lived in the home and
cared for her father, said, "Bro.
Gilpin, there is no need to be
concerned about father. Father
has always paid his honest

debts."
Beloved, a gentleman would

do that. I imagine that she
would have agreed that her
father was not absolutely per-
fect, but she didn't realize that
there was anything seriously
wrong with him spiritually.

The first year that I was pas-
tor here in Russell I visited in
a home, the name of which I
can't recall. The family moved
away from here a few months
after I visited in their home. I
never knew them any too well.

(Continued on page two)

that sort of thing in and should
not shame the church of God
by making it a means of show-
ing our neighborly feeling to-
ward our friends. "What, have
ye not houses to eat and drink
in?"—I Cor. 11:21-22.

3. There must be a right pur-
pose in the supper. That pur-
pose is to "discern the Lord's
body."—I Cor. 11:29.

4. Nobody but those who have
been scripturally b a pt i zed
should partake of the supper.
The great commission in Matt.
28:19-20, says that the church
should "Teach all nations, bap-
tizing them, teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever
I have commanded." Note the

(Continued on page four)

ETERNAL SECURITY

IN CHRIST

The life Christ gives us is
eternal—never ending. Forty-
three times in the New Testa-
ment "everlasting" qualifies the
life we receive when we re-
ceive Christ. Then it is a 43-0
hope that the believer is etern-
ally secure. In Matt. 25:46,
"everlasting" describes t h e
punishment of the wicked. In
Rom. 16:26 "everlasting" de-
scribes the character of God's
existence. In II Tim. 2:10,
"everlasting" describes the du-
ration of Christ in glory. In
II Pet. 1:11, "everlasting" de-
scribes the duration of Christ's
kingdom. Then as long as the
wicked are punished, as long
as God exists, and as long as
Christ's glory exists, and as long
as Christ's kingdom continues,
just that long the believer has
eternal life. If the punishment
of the wicked can have an end,
if God can have an end, and
if Christ's glory and Kingdom
have an end, then the believer
can perish. In view of this
shall we not write in letters of
gold across the Heavens, that
all may read: ETERNAL SAL-
VATION!



Often those of whom we speak least on earth are hest knov.m in Heaven.
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"Lost Man Found
By God"

(Continued from page one)
The mother had been attending
services. She had two daughters
who likewise began attending
the services in a tent meeting
that we were holding at that
time. Being concerned about
them, I went to the home to
talk to these two girls relative
to their spiritual condition.
When I would approach them
to talk to them, the mother said,
"Brother Gilpin, my daughters
are not lost. They are good
girls. They don't need to be
saved." I am sure that she
realized that they were not per-
fect, but she didn't realize that
there was anything seriously
wrong with them spiritually.
I remember several years ago

when I was but a boy preacher,
even before I became pastor of
this church, — I remember a
Baptist preacher w h o took
about the same position. One
day one of his Sunday School
teachers said that she was very
much disturbed over a sermon
that she had heard of recent
date, in which the preacher had
insisted that everybody born in-
to this world was born lost. She
said, "I am disturbed over what
I have heard. I have always
told the girls in my Sunday
School class that they were all
right, — that the people who
needed to be born again were
the people who got out and
sinned. I have always told my
class that they were in the king-
dom to start with, and what we
were trying to do, was to keep
them in the kingdom, and not
let them get lost." Beloved,
with these ears I heard her pas-
tor say, "That is right. Your
girls are in the kingdom. Let
us pray that they will never
get out."
Beloved, mark it down, that

woman had heard the truth
from somebody, even though
she didn't hear it from her pas-
tor. Somebody had faithfully
preached God's Word when he
said that everybody born into
this world was born lost. That
is exactly true. Listen:
"But the Scripture bath con-

cluded all under sin."
—Gal. 3:22.

"For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God."

—Rom. 3:23.
Listen to me, beloved, every-

body who has not believed that
Jesus Christ on Calvary's Cross
made sufficient and full atone-
ment to pay for his sins, is lost
and is definitely on the road to
Hell.
"But if our gospel be hid, it

is hid to them that are lost: In
whom the god of this world
hath blinded the minds of them
which believe not, lest the light

of the glorious gospel of Christ,
who is the image of God, should
shine unto them."

—II Cor. 4:3,4.

Here is a Scripture which

tells us that men are lost. Do

you realize what it means to
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be lost? Fifteen years ago I had
it impressed upon me personal-
ly. I got lost deer hunting
in Hell Hole Swamp, in South
Carolina. Night came on and
I knew that I was miles from
where I ought to be, and I had
no more idea which way to
turn, nor which way to go, than
If I had been an absolute mani-
ac. I was lost. No man will
ever appreciate the meaning of
that word "lost" spiritually un-
til he has been lost physically.
The only thing that I had sense
enough to do was to sit down
in the middle of the road and
wait until somebody found me.
Listen to me, brother, sister,

every individual is as lost
spiritually as the man is, who
can't find his way back home,
or a child who has become lost
from its parents and can't find
its way back to its parents. The
Word of God tells us of that
lost condition, in that we are
without hope.
"That at that time ye were

without Christ, being aliens
from the commonwealth of
Israel, and strangers from the
covenants of promise, HAVING
NO HOPE, and without God in
the world."—Eph. 2:12.

Listen again:
"He that believeth on him is

not condemned: but he that be-
lieveth not is CONDEMNED
ALREADY, because he hath not
believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God."

—John 3:18.
If you are lost, you are not

only without hope, but you are
furthermore condemned al-
ready.
Do you want to know your

condition? If you are lost, you
actually have pleasure in un-
righteousness.
"That they all might be

damned who believed not the

truth, but HAD PLEASURE in
unrighteousness."

—II Thess. 2:12.
If you are lost, you have

pleasure in unrighteousness. A
lost man doesn't have pleasure
in the things of God. A lost
man doesn't get any pleasure
at all in the things of the Lord.
He doesn't enjoy a prayer meet-
ing. He doesn't enjoy a Bible
study. He doesn't enjoy fel-
lowship with God's people. He
doesn't enjoy talking with a
saved person . about spiritual
verities. Beloved, a lost man
has pleasure in unrighteous-
ness.

If you are lost, you are with-
out hope. You are without
God. You are already condem-
ned. You have pleasure in un-
righteousness. Furthermore, if
you are lost, you are actually
telling God that you don't want
to have anything to do with
Him.
"Therefore they say unto God,
DEPART FROM US; for we de-
sire not the knowledge of thy
ways."—John 21:14.
Lost man, you may not say it

with your lips but in your heart
you are saying to God, "Get
away. I don't want anything to
do with you. You are all right
when I come to die. I want
you to come around then, but
God, I just don't want to have
anything to do with you now."

I ask you, my brother, is it
not true that every individual
who is lost today is in a ter-
rible state spiritually before
God? A man who is lost realiz-
es that he is not perfect, but he
doesn't realize just how serious
his condition is. The Word of
God tells us that it is serious.
You have been blinded by the
Devil, you are without hope,
you are without God, you are
condemned already, you have

pleasure in unrighteousness,
and you are saying to God, "De-
part from me. I don't want to
have anything to do with you."

IT IS GOD WHO FINDS US.
If you are unsaved this mor-

ning, then I have good news for
you. My text says, "For the
Son of man is come to seek and
to save that which is lost." You
probably have hear d some
preacher, who was more zealous
than he was Scriptural, and who
was more earnest than he was
Biblical, say over the radio,
"You seek the Lord. Get down
beside the radio, right where
you are, and seek the Lord."
Listen, brother, God isn't lost.
You are the one who is lost.
God is the one who does the
seeking. It is the sinner who
is lost, and it is God that does
the seeking.

"I am sought of them that
asked not for me: I am found
of them that SOUGHT ME
NOT: I said, Behold me, be-
hold me, unto a nation that was
not called by my name."

—Isa. 65:1.
Notice that God says that He

has been found by those who
have not sought Him. People
who were not seeking Him,
were the ones that found Him.

II

LET ME GIVE YOU A NUM-
BER OF ILLUSTRATIONS
OUT OF GOD'S WORD THAT
YOU MIGHT SEE THAT IF
YOU ARE LOST, IT IS GOD
THAT HAS TO DO THE
SEEKING.
In the fifteenth chapter of

Luke we have the story of the
lost sheep, the lost silver, and
the lost son. Let's read the
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he fathel, ethel. As he lay asleep God
father O ' 

,
Poke to him. Listen:

SERVED
therefei 4 "And, behold, I am with thee.

e him 04” Will keep thee in all plac-

and p11tb4,,Whither thou goest, and will
wHIC11 1,-119 thee again into this land:

.VED 011 f4 I will not leave thee, until

ood, s2lave done that which I have
ye ibl. ooken to thee of."

—Gen. 28:15.

32'aving 
"Lost Man Found

, h,
lose of By God"

eave /0 ,
he wildek eontinued from page two)
hat wh incl the Lord, but it will be that
it?" t'c'd finds you just like God
Luke 15r,Pund Abraham and just like
lost? 1r,°d found the sheep that went
) does tratray.
pherd th1 t

want to give you another
Ible illustration. Do you re-
ember that grandson of Abra-
ol, by the name of Jacob, who

asn't a, i Kow, beloved, who took the
God, he anitiative? Who found whom?
,er. Ho1 Lob wasn't looking f o r the
fact that °I'd. He wanted to get away
an ido hr,orti the parental restraint of

r of tli! 28 father Isaac's home. He
one O',:411ted to get away from spirit-
uals ae, ;4,1 things. He was doing all
a. W118,; 011ill his power to get away.
e didly Le Was not trying to find the
od wri° '51.(1, but as he lay there asleep

1,,,°c1 said to him, "I will not
m yool 4ve thee, until I have done
hat baLl "4t which I have spoken to
) HØ of." Oh, despicable Jacob,
im, aro ,41/1g Jacob, deceiving Jacob,
:2. th ob that would stoop to any-
od wile i 11g in the world to further
all that 1,17Lsolf materially, Jacob who
land 0) a natural-born thief; God
ill that le' to him, "I am not going to
in the, fo!ve You until I do everything

d, Goo yr: You that I have spoken to
ividuSt s"11 of." ,„
Abll' -15, eloved, God didn't. Event-

ed mk1Y, that man Jacob was say-
my be st' Eventually, beloved, he
od whe 01°21:1 in Pharaoh's palace as an
brahaill I.te' Man and realized that hisI 

ho Was a pilgrimage, and he
1 Wed his head and prayed the

godly prayer that ever fell
the ears of that old heath-ell L.,

wo4mg, Pharaoh. God kept His
tilltl‘.1:1. God ,didn't leave him
th 11 He performed for Jacob

thing which He said He
lad do in his behalf.

tell you this morning, it is
that does t h e seeking.

btzctc'b never sought the Lord,
God sought him.

Let
litr me give you another fi-
t,. rration from the Old Testa-
."1-1t. I speak to you of Sam-

youremember that boy
4111e1 who grew up in the

rmatioll
Ls whet'
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7TLORI

rg, FA'
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fore I°
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at God
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is mor
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11 mule makes no headway while he kicking: neither does a man.

home of Eli? I am sure that you
recall Eli and his two wicked,
evil sons, Hophni and Phineas.
There were never two men
more unlike their father than
Hophni and Phineas. Eli was
a good man, but he had about
the two worst boys that any-
body could ever be cursed with.
In the environment of that kind
of a home, Samuel grew up as
an adopted child, in the home
of Eli. The Word of God tells
us that one night ere the lamp
of God had gone out within the
temple, as Samuel lay down to
sleep that a voice spoke to him.
He jumped up and ran into the
room where Eli was and said,
"Here am I." Eli said, "I didn't
call. Go back and lie down."
In a few minutes a voice spoke
again an d said, "Samuel."
Samuel reported to Eli and said,
"Here am I; for thou didst call
me." Eli said to Samuel, "I
didn't call you. Go back and
lie down, a n d if it happens
again, it is the Lord that is
speaking. If He speaks again,
you say, "Speak, Lord; for thy
servant heareth." Now get this
verse:
"Now Samuel did not yet

know the Lord, neither was the
word of the Lord yet revealed
unto him."—I Sam. 3:7.

What a Scripture! Here was
the Lord speaking to Samuel
and he thought it was Eli who
was speaking to him. Why? He
didn't yet know the Lord. Sam-
uel was a great man in the serv-
ice of the Lord, but before Sam-
uel became the great man in
God's service that he was, he
had to have an experience with
the Lord. Who sought Samuel?
It was God. Samuel didn't know
God. He wasn't acquainted with
God. He never sought God at
all; it was God who did the
seeking.
In the New Testament we

have an illustration of the same
truth. In John 4 we read con-
cerning the woman of Samaria.
Jesus paused beside Jacob's
well just as this woman came
out to draw water. This woman
came there with one purpose in
mind, but she went home for
a different purpose. She came
with a pitcher to draw material
water from the well which she
was going to carry home with
her. When she left, she went
back to the city and knocked on
the doors and said, "Come, see a
man, which told me all things
that ever I did: is not this the
Christ?" What brought about
the change in this woman? She
wasn't seeking the Lord, but it
was the Lord Jesus that sought
her. He said to her, "Give me
a drink." That interested her
because she was a Samaritan
and He a Jew, and the Samari-
tans and the Jews had no deal-
ings, one with the other. It
interested her to think that He
would thus ask a favor of her.
Then little by little He began
to talk to her about religion
and about Judaism and about
her religion as a Samaritan.
Finally, He narrowed it down
to the question of salvation. He
talked from material things to
religious things, and on to
spiritual truths, and the woman
saw herself as she was and be-
came a believer in Jesus Christ
and was saved.

Beloved, she wasn't seeking
the Lord, but when she left to
go back to the city she had been
found. Who did the seeking?
Not the woman, but Jesus.

I'll give you another illustra-
tion. We have the story of the
conversion of the Saul of
Tarsus.

"And Saul, yet breathing out
threatenings a n d slaughter
against the disciples of the
Lord, went unto the high priest,
And desired of him letters to
Damascus to the synagogues,
that if he found any of this way,
whether they were man or
woman, he might bring them
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bound unto Jerusalem. And as
he journeyed, he came near
Damascus: and suddenly there
shined round about him a light
from heaven: And he fell to
the earth, and heard a voice
saying unto him, Saul, Saul,
why persecutest thou me? And
he said, Who art thou, Lord?
And the Lord said, I am Jesus
whom thou persecutest: it is
hard for thee to kick against
the pricks. And he trembling
and astonished said, Lord, what
wilt thou have me to do? And
the Lord said unto him. Arise,
and go into the city, and it shall
be told thee what thou must
do."—Acts 9:1-6.

Was Saul seeking the Lord?
He thought he was doing God a
favor when he killed Christians,
and when Christian "kindling
wood" became scarce in the city
of Jerusalem, he asked for per-
mission to go to the city of Da-
mascus that he might bring any
Christians that he found there,
back to Jerusalem, to imprison
them. As he was riding along
with murder in his heart, and
with anger in his soul against
Christ and against Christianity,
suddenly God took a hand, and
he fell from his horse. When
he stood up, God spoke to him,
saying, "It is hard for thee to
kick against the pricks." That
day he was saved. He wasn't
seeking the Lord. He was try-
ing to get away from the Lord.
He was trying to kill Christians,
and God made a Christian out
of him. He wasn't seeking the
Lord; it was the Lord that
sought him.

Beloved, it blesses my soul
every time that I read from
God's Book when I see this
truth that the sinner doesn't
seek the Lord. The sinner is
dead; he is lost; he is condemn-
ed; he is without hope; he is
without God; he takes pleasure

in unrighteousness; and he says
to God, "God, depart from me.
I don't want anything to do
with you." Yet, beloved, God
seeks us out and saves us.

CONCLUSION

I wonder if you have been
kicking against some of the
Lord's pricks. I wonder if God
has been pricking you. I won-
der if God has been bringing
one thing after another into
your life and you have been re-
belling against it. If you are
one of God's elect, God is going
to save your soul.

"And this is the Father's will
which hath sent me, that of all
which he hath given me I
should lose nothing, but should
raise it up again at the last
day."—John 6:39.

Listen, beloved, if you are one
of His elect, He is going to save
you. You may be rebelling
against the Lord and you may
be hardening your heart against
Him. Every time you do so God
just pricks you again. Some-
times, beloved, God just has to
keep on pricking a person —
one loss after another, one bur-
den after another, one heart-
ache after another, one diffi-
culty after another. Why is He
doing it? Because you don't
seek the Lord; God has to seek
you. God seeks you, and God
keeps and stays with you,, and
as he said to Jacob, "I will not
leave thee, until I have done
that which I have spoken to
thee of."

Beloved, I thank God for such
a message, I thank Him, and
praise Him for this truth. I
thank and praise Him that He
ever found me, when I was not
seeking Him. May it please God
that He seek out some one of
His elect today to save that one
for His own glory!

Life

(Continued from page one)
ciety has preserved pure the
doctrines of the Gospel THRU
ALL AGES."
Alexander Campbell, w h o

hated Baptists perhaps more
than any man within the past
century, wrote: "The sentiments
of Baptists and their practice of
baptism FROM THE APOS-
TOLIC AGE to the present,
have had a continued chain of
advocates and public monu-
ments of their existence in
every century can be produc-
ed."
Robert Barclay, a Quaker his-

torian, says of Baptists: "We
shall afterward show that the
rise of the Anabaptists took
place PRIOR to the reformation
of the Church of England, and
there are also reasons for be-
lieving that on the continent of
Europe, small hidden Christian
societies, who have held many
of the opinions of the Anabap-
tists, have existed from the
times of the apostles. In the
sense of the direct transmission
of Divine truth, and the true na-
ture of spiritual religion, it
seems probable that these
churches have a lienage or suc-
cession MORE ANCIENT than
that of the Roman Church."
John Clark Ridpath, doubt-

lessly t h e greatest historian
the world has ever produced,
(a Methodist by denominational
conviction), said: "I should not
readily admit that there was a
Baptist Church as far back as
100 A. D., although without
doubt there were Baptist
churches then, as ALL CHRIS-

Continued on page four)
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The way of this world is to praise the dead saints and persecute the living ones.
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TIANS were then Baptists."
Mosheim, the outstanding Lu-

theran historian, said: "Before
the rise of Luther and Calvin,
there lay secreted in almost all
the countries of Europe, per-
sons who adhered tenaciously to
the principles of t h e modern
Dutch Baptists . . . the origin
of Baptists is lost in the remote
depths of antiquity . . . the first
century was a history of the
Baptists."
Zwingli, a Presbyterian co-

laborer with John Calvin, said:
"'The institution of the Anabap-
tists is no novelty, but for 1300
years has caused great trouble
in the church."

Even Cardinal Hosius (Cath-
olic), President of the Copncil
of Trent, December 13, 1545 to
December 4, 1563, said: "Were
it not for the fact that the Bap-
tists have been grievously tor-
mented and cut off with the
knife during the PAST 1200
YEARS, they would swarm
greater than all the reformers
. . . If the truth of religion were
to be judged by the readiness
and boldness of which a man or
any sect shows in suffering,
then the opinions and persua-
sions of no sect can be truer
and surer than those of the
Anabaptists, since there have
been none for the 1200 YEARS
PAST that have been more gen-
erally punished or that have
more cheerfully and steadfastly
undergone, and have offered
themselves to the most cruel
sort of punishment than these
people."
"Crossing t h e Centuries,"

edited by William C. King, hav-
ing as associate counselors,
editors, collaborators and con-
tributors such as: Cardinal Gib-
bons, Roman Catholic; Bishop
John H. Vincent, Methodist;
President Theodore Roosevelt;
President Woodrow Wilson; W.
H. P. Founce (President of
Brown University); Albert
Bushnell Hart, Ph.D., L.L.D.,
head of the History Department
of Harvard University; George
B. Adams, M.A., Ph.D., Litt.D.,
of Yale, and many more such
famous men, say: "Of the Bap-
tists it may be said that they
are not reformers. These peo-
ple, comprising bodies of Chris-
tian believers known under
various names in different
countries, are entirely distinct
and independent of the Roman
and Greek churches, and have
an UNBROKEN CONTINUITY
OF EXISTENCE FROM APOS-
TOLIC DAYS DOWN THRU
THE CENTURIES. Throughout
this long period, they were bit-
terly persecuted for heresy,
driven from country to coun-
try, disfranchised, deprived of
their property, imprisoned, tor-
tured and slain by the thou-
sands; yet the y swerved not
from their New Testament faith,
doctrine and adherence."

My dear sir, while I have
quoted from several of the
world's greatest historians, I
could quote from dozens of
others if space permitted. None
of these quoted were Baptists,
yet all of them agree that Bap-
tists have existed since the days
of the apostles, and that the
path traveled by Baptists thru

the ages has been one of mar-
tyrdom and suffering. Surely

Baptists can say with the poet:

"Through many dangers, toils
and snares

We have already come;
'Tis grace hath brought us safe

thus far,
And grace will lead us home."

Please do not misunderstand
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me, sir, I do not mean to say
that none but Baptists are sav-
ed. Really many so-called Bap-
tists are unsaved. Church mem-
bership will save no one. In-
stead all who have trusted Jesus
Christ as Saviour and have been
washed in His blood (Revela-
tion 1:5) are sure of Heaven.
This is so regardless of church

-- membership and baptism. In
fact, if he has neither church
membership nor baptism, yet in
his heart has received Christ as
his Saviour, that one will go to
Heaven when he dies, for he
has nothing to go to Hell for,
since Christ has already suffer-
ed his Hell on Calvary.

Though we thus believe as to
salvation, we also insist that the
church that Jesus built was a
Baptist Church.
With every good wish to you

in the New Year, and praying
that God shall open your eyes
to the truth of church history,
I am,

Yours most sincerely,
JOHN R. GILPIN, Editor
The Baptist Examiner

Russell, Kentucky

Ed. Note:
The above is a letter sent to

Life magazine years ago, pro-
testing their heresy. We con-
tinually have calls for it tract
form, and also numerous re-
quests that it be reprinted in
our paper. We have it for dis-
tribution in tract form. Sow
your community down with it.

Close Communion

(Continued from page one)
fact they were to be baptized
BEFORE being taught to ob-
serve the other things com-
manded. If we teach people to
partake of the supper BEFORE
they have been baptized we
have reversed the Lord's order
and the order of a command is
as important as the command
itself.

5. The Supper is restricted to
those who are members of the
church. Acts 2:41-42 says:
"Then they that gladly receiv-
ed his word were baptized and
the same day there were added
unto them about three thou-
sand souls and they continued
steadfastly in the apostles' doc-
trine and fellowship and in the
breaking of bread," etc. This
passage says the converts were
first baptized, then added to the
church BEFORE they broke
bread. Since this was apostolic
practice it is a plain interpreta-
tion of the Commission under
which they wer e working
which says for the converts to
FIRST be baptized and then
teach them to observe the other
things commanded.
6. The Supper is restricted to

those who are walking in
Scriptural order. II Thess. 3:
6. we are told "withdraw from
every brother that walketh dis-
orderly." This does not mean
one who is living in a vicious
way or as an unconverted sin-
ner. There are other passages
which forbid vicious characters
and unconverted characters
from partaking of the supper,
but this passage does not speak
of such a character. This pas-
sage is speaking of a BROTHER
-"withdraw from every brother
that walketh disorderly." So
there are disorderly CHIL-
DREN OF GOD who should not
partake of the Supper. Scrip-
tural disorder consists in such
unscriptural practices as the
Lord never commanded, in
other words walking in a way
not commanded by the Lord.
Many children of God are in
disorder in a Scriptural sense.
The church is commanded to
withdraw from such and we
certainly would not be with-
drawing from them if we sat

with them at the Lord's Table.
7. The Lord's Supper is for-

bidden to those who live bad
lives. I Cor. 5:11.

8. The Supper is restricted to
those whom the church has
judged and found worthy. I
Cor. 5:12-13. "Do not ye judge
them that are within?" The
passage in the Lord's Sermon
on the Mount which says,
"Judge not that ye be not judg-
ed," means that no individual
should set himself up as judge
for there are constituted au-
thorities who should act as
judges. In civil matters the
courts should judge and in re-
ligious matters the CHURCH
SHOULD JUDGE and individ-
uals as such must not arrogate
to themselves the place of
judge.

9. The Supper is restricted to
those of the same faith. Heb.
13:8-10: "We have an altar
whereof they have no right to
eat who serve the tabernacle."

10. The Supper is restricted
to the elements used bread
and wine. Matt. 26:26; Luke
22:19-20.

11. The Supper is restricted in
its design - to remember the
Lord. Luke 22:19: "Ye do show
forth the Lord's death till he
come."

12. The Supper is restricted to
a UNITED CONGREGATION.
I Cor. 11:16-20. A divided
church is forbidden to eat the
supper. How much less right,
then, would those have who
are so badly divided that they
can't live together in the same
church?

13. On top of all this and in
addition to all these restrictions
every one must examine him-
self. I Cor. 11:28. Yet some
think this is the only restriction.
It is one of many.

Campbellites

(Continued from page one)
"Well, if you insist, I'll tell
you," said the pastor. "There
isn't any facilities for baptizing
those women there at that jail,
so they couldn't be saved even
if they wanted to. What's the
use of going to see them, when
I can't benefit them?" Now
there was a pastor who mixed
water with blood. He didn't be-
lieve that the blood of Jesus
Christ cleanseth from sin. He
thought that it took water -
and when he had no baptistry,
he had no message of salva-
tion for those two lost women.
I thank the Lord as a Baptist
and a believer in the Bible, T
have a message of salvation for
a person anywhere.

-Mason
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(Continued from page one)
from doing certain things which
they consider worldly, then look
down on every other person
who is not up to their standard
of purity. They continually find
fault with some and pick flaws
with others. It never occurs to
such that a scoring, scourging,
tongue used like a whip-lash
can hurt and harm and injure
as badly as playing cards, or
going to the show or something
else. Such a person can usual-
ly give you the low-down on
other church members, and can
recite all of their faults. What
does the Bible say about such
a tongue? (See James 1:26; al-
so James 1:19-20).

The Type Whose Chief Religion
Is The Faults Of Others

Many unsaved persons have
a religion that is based on the
faults of others. "I am just as
good as hypocrites in the
church" is their chief phrase.
Many a professing Christian
harps mightily on the failings
of other people, rather than
spending his energy trying to
win the lost and to help the
saved. Very often such per-
sons so criticize everybody
around their church, from the
pastor on down that it becomes
difficult to reach their children.
No wonder - the children get
the idea that Christians are
scoundrels and hypocrites. Such
need to read what the Bible
says: (Romans 14:12).

The Type Whose Religion
Consists Of Cold Doctrine

1. The Hardshell is largely of
this type. They argue predes-
tination while the world goes to
hell unevangelized.

2. The Campbellites. They are
as cold as a wedge. They re-
duce salvation to a sort of al-
gebraic formula - repent, be-
lieve, be baptized, etc, equals
salvation. No heart, no emo-
tion, just cold calculation. Hear
one of their preachers, and you
will never hear a heart warm-
ing message-it is mainly argu-
mentation.

3. The Catholics. They re-
duce Christianity to a multi-
tude of forms and ceremonies,
and people go through many of
them without knowing what it
is all about. Prayer is reduced
to "vain repetition" as they
count beads.

The Normal Christian-What
Is He Like?

The normal, Bible Christian
doesn't go "nuts" emotionally;
doesn't freeze up doctrinally;
doesn't dote on his own piosi-
ty; doesn't score everybody not
up to his supposed spiritual ele-
vation; doesn't adopt a nega-
tive form of religion. The nor-
mal Christian is a balanced per-
son who associates with others
normally, cherishes no delu-
sions of personal perfection,
seeks to obey the teachings of
the Bible, is warm hearted and
compassionate, is kind but in-
sistent in his stand for the
right and for the truth always
and lives a life t ha t causes
others to think, "I should like
to be like that person." A good
Scripture just here is Acts 4:13.

The Bible

(Continued from page one)
new languages at the rate of
one every thirty-two days.

3. It is first in History. Think
of the impressive and majestic
opening sentence of the Word
of God, "In the beginning God
created" (Genesis 1:1). In the
beginning of human history and
experience-God. Thus we have
history with a purpose-history
from a divine standpoint'. Other
books? To be sure, some of
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