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MISSIONARY
The great man is the man who is little enough to let god be great.
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"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word
it is because there is no light in them."—Isaiah 8;20.
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The Importance Of Church Membership
By ROY MASON
Tampa, Florida

Some people place too great
stress on church membership,
arki some others place too little.
Sortie really depend on church
Iliernbership for salvation, and
°tilers who claim to be Chris-

never take membership
'Ith any churc h. Both are
Wrong.

Second in importance to sal-
yation is church membership. It
Is not only important that a
ehristian be a church member,
bbtit likewise that he be a mem-
er of a true, Scriptural church.

WHY SHOULD A SAVED
PERSON BE A CHURCH

MEMBER?

ecause Christ Expects it.
tl,"eri He commanded (Matt. 28)
;that believers be baptized, that
involved church membership,
h'sr when one is truly baptized,

E Bg e is baptized into a local
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B. 1(8„10 nel if any man hunger, let
BaPw 1;1! eat at home."—I Cor 11:34.

3rior Uriger is the normal daily
k cop_  Leerience of mankind. The
for 7.1_a rd not only puts His stamp of

I untort.Pr.oval upon it, but provides
:onteil‘ 'ti satisfaction in His chil-
e r trn--and even in the lives of
witholf, tio°se who are not His children.
d edit 14 w,ever, He is also interested

the 'laying that eating done in
right PLACE.
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SAINTS ARE SECUREb
ut▪ CAUSE PRESERVED
Crhou shalt keep them, 0
trr'ord, thou shalt preserve them
(pin this generation forever."
gnSa- 12:7). "The steps of a
Lo-t)cl Man are ordered by the
War„d: and he delighteth in his
no--e'rs Though he fall, he shall

utterly cast down, for theord
hah, oPholdeth him with His
NO' I have been young, and
the; an old; yet have I not seen
s righteous forsaken, nor his
the,' .• hegging bread. He is ever
0.,Ielful, and lendeth; and his

.;il 
:s4 is blessed. Depart from
and do good; and dwell for-

°r ' For the Lord loveth
sairien.t and forsake not His
tv s; they are preserved for-
41er; but the seed of the wicked
1,all be cut off." (Ps. 37:23-28).

il that love the Lord, hate
he Preserveth the souls of

°Ot saints; he delivereth them
(p- Of the hand of the wicked"
osaas 97:10). "And the very

, of peace sanctify you
vvii IY; and I pray God your
be Ze spirit and soul and body

otio, 
QorreSerVed blameless unto the

Og of our Lord Jesus
it's ty You, t z aithful is he that 

it." T'ile,.10h0 also will do 
t." I

(C '
5.'23 24.)e
ntinued on Page Four)

church. This is made plain in
Acts 2:41, 47.
Because of the example of

New Testament Christians. Read
the story of New Testament

ROY MASON

conversions, and you will find
that they immediately followed
Christ in baptism and church
membership. It was so on
Pentecost. It was so wherever
Paul preached, for chur ches

sprang up everywhere. People
of New Testament times did not
turn to Christ, then refuse to
be baptized and to have fellow-
ship with a church.

Because the nurture and de-
velopment of Christians depends
largely upon church member-
ship. When people do not asso-
ciate themselves with a church,
it is seldom that they learn
much about the Scriptures or
develop in the Christian life. It
'isn't enough to merely have
spiritual life—there should be
growth. (See 2 Peter 3:18).
Because churches have kept

alive the gospel through the
centuries. Had churches been
entirely blotted out, the gospel
would have ceased to be
preached, and all of us would
be lost in our sins. Jesus knew
this, so he promised that the in-
stitution which he designated
"my church" would never be
(Continued on Page Three)
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the Lord's Supper into an ex-
cuse for eating and drinking
after the manner of the heath-
en. Against this practice the
Holy Spirit lashes out in no un-
certain terms. "If any man hun-
ger, let him eat at home."

If this passage means what
some people try to make us be-
lieve it means, then the Holy
Spirit would have said, "If any
man hunger, let him, eat in
church at some other time than
at the Lord's Supper. The em-
phasis would have been upon
the TIME rather than upon the
PLACE.

Obviously the purpose of the
Lord's Supper is not to satisfy
the hunger but to commemorate
the death of the Lord Jesus
Christ for His people. In turn-
ing it into a feast they were
contradicting its significance,
making it minister to their flesh

instead of to their spiritual na-
tures. It would have been very
easy for the Holy Spirit to have
pointed out the fine distinction
between the two, could have
indicated that, while there was
nothing wrong in eating in
church, that the Lord's Supper
and eating for the satisfaction
of the flesh should be kept sepa-
rate and distinct, should be ob-
served at different times. He
did not do that.

Instead He indicated that
hungry people should eat at
home, not in the church. All
of which has a special signifi-
cance when we consider that a
great many of their meetings
for worship in those days were
held in the homes of the wor-
shippers. This raises a fine
point as to when is a home a
church and when is it just a
home. Any born again believer

knows the distinction. A home
is a church when people meet
there in the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and for the pur-
pose of worshipping Him there.
It ceases to be a church and is
a home again when the meet-
ing in the name of the Lord
Jesus is over. In the case of
people who had the meeting in
their home, it would be a
church while others met with
them there in the name of the
Lord Jesus. It would be a home
after the meeting was over.

Suppose a case where a num-
ber of people have met in a
home for a service in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ. They
have come from a goodly dis-
tance away. As a consequence
the people in whose home the
service is being held have made
plans to serve them supper
after the service. In those days

00 0 as.04........04=0.04.1.04...0.awo•amoetio....04.1.0
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"An Exposition Of The Book Of Daniel"
(Read Daniel 6)

"Thou wilt keep him in per-
fect peace, whose mind is stayed
on thee because he trusteth in
thee."—Isaiah 26:3.
I am sure that the life of no

individual who is mentioned in
all the Scriptures illustrates
this text quite as well as the
life of Daniel. Surely if ever
a man were tested with adverse
circumstances without and
problems within, and yet main-
tained the peace of God at all
times, it was this man Daniel.

If you will note carefully the

chapters which we have studied
thus far in Daniel, you will find
in practically every one of those
chapters, Daniel faced a prob-
lem. Yet, God kept him in the
problem and God preserved him
in the problem for God's own
glory.

At the time of which I have
read, Daniel was not an un-
known man. He had served
through the reigns of two pre-
ceding kings and with each of
these kings Daniel had amply
illustrated the truth of this text
—"Thou wilt keep him in per-

fect peace, whose mind is stayed
on thee: because he trusteth in
thee."

By way of history, it might be
interesting to notice that when
Babylon, which had been a
world-wide empire, fell, Media-
Persia became the dominant
empire of the world. Whereas
Babylon had been controlling the
world, now the world politically
is controlled by Media-Persia.
Darius was the king of the com-
bined empire of the Medes and
Persians, and Daniel, who had

Continued on Page Two)

there were few restaurants in
most places and probably not
any in the small towns. It
would be a case of taking care
of their physical needs before
they began the long journey
back home. Where would we
get our distinction at this point?
The answer is that as long as
they were meeting for worship
of the Lord Jesus Christ their
home would be a church. When
the meeting was over, it would
(Continued on Page Three)

OUR SECURITY BASED
ON CHRIST'S WORD
"Not every one that saith unto

me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into
the kingdom of Heaven; but he
that doeth the will of my Father
which is in Heaven. Many will
say to me in that day, Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied
in thy name? And in thy name
have cast out devils? And in
thy name done many wonder-
ful works? And then will I
profess unto them, I never knew
you; depart from me, ye that
work iniquity." (Matt. 7:21-23).
Christ will say to the lost, "I
never knew you." Yet the
Scriptures emphatically declare
that He intimately knows each
believer: "My sheep hear my
voice, and I know them, and
they follow me" (John 10:27).
"Nevertheless the foundation of
God standeth sure, having this
seal, The Lord knoweth them
that are his." (II Tim. 2:19).
Since the believer is known of
Christ, if one should be lost,
Christ would be proven a liar
(I speak reverently) at the
judgment, as there He will say
to the damned, "I never knew
you." Either we have eternal
life when saved, or else Christ
will tell a falsehood at the judg-
ment!



The smaller we are the more room god has.
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"An Exposition Of The
Book Of Daniel"

(Continued from page one)
been blessed by being used by
the two previous kings of Baby-
lon, is now blessed again by
being elevated to the position
that would roughly correspond
to the Secretary of State under
Darius.

The Word of God tells us how
that Daniel appointed 120
princes over his kingdom so that
each of these 120 had a particu-
lar province or county to look
after, and these 120 gave their
reports to three presidents, and
the top man of those three
presidents was Daniel, so that
Daniel actually controlled the
entire affairs of the whole land
over which Darius was king.
There just wasn't any oppor-

tunity for financial chicanery,
there wasn't any opportunity
for graft, there wasn't any op-
portunity for governmental cor-
ruption with Daniel as Secre-
tary of State. All the reports
were made by the princes unto
the presidents, and the presi-
dents, in turn, headed up by
Daniel, so that Daniel had the
opportunity of feeling the pulse
of the nation in every particu-
lar. Accordingly, Daniel, as a
man of God, saw to it that those
rulers under him by way of
presidents and princes, walked
the chalk-line and did not allow
corruption and d,ishonesty in the
government.
You can naturally imagine

that Daniel was not loved any
too much by those presidents
and princes. What's the use of
a man having a govenmental
office if he can't get his hand in
governmental pie? What's the
use in an individual having an
office if he doesn't get an op-
portunity to do a little graft on
the side? What's the use in him
becoming a political leader if he
isn't going to be allowed this
privilege of at least a small
amount of graft? Therefore,
when Daniel insisted that these
presidents and princes do the
right thing in the government,
immediately these individuals
began to seek a way they would
be able to get rid of Daniel.
They realized that he was the
man who was standing between
them and financial success. Ac-
cordingly, they began to see if
they could find a way for the
disposal of Daniel. The farther
they looked, the more non-
plussed they became, for as they
observed Daniel, they found him
nonchalant, they found Win
standing out with spotless mor-
ality and with an integrity that
could not be shaken. They
found Daniel doing the things
that would please both God and
king, and finally, these 122
princes and presidents agreed
among themselves that the only
way they could find anything
contrary to Daniel was to find
it in the way in which he served
his God.

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER

MAY 17, 1952

Page Two

They went to the king, think-,
ing they had the shrewdest,
most subtle scheme in the world
in order to get rid of Daniel.
They said, "Oh, King Darius, we
are asking you to make a law
that if anybody prays or asks
a request of any god or any in-
dividual for 30 days except you,
that he be thrown into the lion's
den." The king, not knowing
that the law was aimed at his
Secretary of State, passed the
law, signed the law, and when
it became the law of the Medes
and Persians, it meant it was a
law that could not be changed
even by his royal veto.

Can you imagine that scene?
All connection between a throne
of grace and helpless, hungry,
thirsty, dying men was shut off
for 30 days time. What a spec-
tacle! For a whole month,
youth was helpless before temp-
tation. For a whole month,
widows and orphans were at the
mercy of their oppressors with-
out appeal. For a whole month,
property was at the mercy of
the thief. Worse than all else,
for a whole month dying sinners
in the land of the Medes and
Persians must die in their sins,
unable to call upon God for
mercy. By royal edict it became
a law that nobody could pray
in the land of the Medes and
Persians for thirty days.

But, beloved, there are some
people who respect the laws of
God more than they respect the
laws of men. Daniel was one
of those individuals. He knew
that God had said to pray. He
knew that God had told the
Jews, when they were yet liv-
ing in Palestine, If ever you are
taken captive in a far away
land, set your face toward Jeru-
salem and pray, looking toward
Jerusalem, and God will hear
your prayer. Knowing that,
three times a day Daniel went
on his knees before an open
window that faced toward Jeru-
salem, and three times a day,
with clasped hands, with up-
turned .eyes and with uplifted
heart, Daniel called upon God
and asked God to take the Jews
out of the land of the Medes
and Persians back to Palestine.

When the plotters saw Daniel
on his knees, they were sure
then that they had succeeded.
They knew they had won the
day. But wait, beloved, some-
times God upsets even the plans
of the plotters. They went to
the king and demandeti that
Daniel be cast into the lion's
den. Though the king labored
all that day to find a loophole
in the law, when sundown came,
the law had to be put into ef-
fect, and the king personally
took Daniel to the lion's den,
and said to him, "Thy God
whom thou servest continually,
He will take care of you." I
don't know whether he believed
it or not, but it sounds as though
old King Darius had observed
enough of Daniel's religion that
he had a conviction that Dan-
iel's God could stand by him.

All that night Darius fasted
and prayed. He didn't allow
any music to be played softly
while his meal was served. He
didn't allow the usual festivi-
ties of the palace to be carried
out that evening, but instead, he
fasted and prayed He looked
to God, hoping that perhaps
Daniel might survive the night
in the lion's den.
When the morning came, Dar-

ius rushed out to the lion's den
and looked in and said, "Oh,
Daniel, is thy God whom thou
servest continually — has that
God taken care of you?" I ex-
pect the most gladsome note
that ever fell upon the ears of
that old king was the voice of
Daniel when he answered back
and said, "Oh, king, live for-
ever." He said, "My God sent
His angel who shut the mouths
of the lions and I have spent a
night as pleasantly here as if

I had slept in your palace."
The Word of God tells us they

lifted Daniel out of that lion's
den immediately and when he
is brought out, the accusers—
the 122 princes and presidents,
are dropped down in the place
where Daniel was, and those
lions that walked harmlessly
around Daniel the night before,
broke the bones of those en-
vious, corrupt politicians be-
fore they even got to the bottom
of the pit.
From that simple Scripture

story, let me give you a few les-
sons that are just as simple, but
so precious to the believing
child of God.

LET'S NOTICE THE CHAR-
ACTER OF THIS MAN DAN-
IEL. He was a long way from
home. There is an old adage,
"When in Rome, do as the Ro-
mans do," and the majority of
people live accordingly. Lots of
folk might shun to do wrong
here that might think it per-
fectly permissible to do wrong
500 miles away, with far less
compunction of conscience than
here. Not so with Daniel. It
didn't make any difference if
Daniel were far removed from
home, Daniel did what he knew
God wanted him to do just the
same as if he had been walking
the streets of Jerusalem.

Here's a man who is nearly
90 years old. He isn't a boy now.
He was a boy in the first chap-
ter of Daniel when they put
him in the king's college and
he pushed away from the wine
and pork and said, "I will not
eat this pork and I'll not drink
this wine for it is contrary to
the teachings of my God." He
was just a boy then, but he
learned how to say "no" then to
temptation. Thus, it was easier
to say "no" to temptation when
it came later on. Now he is 90
years old, and you would more
or less expect a man when he
gets 90 years old, not to be as
strong as when he was young.
Most individuals, when they get
into elderly years, come to the
place they will compromise just
a little and they will swerve
from their former position.
Many times I have noticed that
even on the part of preachers.

Look at Daniel who is now 90
years of age. He has been hon-
ored by three kings. He served
under Nebuchadnezzar, he
served under Belshazzar, and
now he is serving under Darius.
You just naturally would not
expect a man who has served
as Secretary of State under
three kings, to go against his
own government and defy the
edicts of the king. You wouldn't
expect that of the ordinary man
—but remember, Daniel was not
an ordinary being. Look at him:
The Word of God says they
couldn't find any fault in him
except in the way in which he
served his God. Here are 122
men who have their eyes rivet-
ed on Daniel every day, look-
ing at him, trying to find some
flaw, hoping to find some fault,
endeavoring to find something
whereby they can accuse him.
After they have watched him
for days and weeks and, doubt-
lessly, for months, they come
together, and it is the concensus
of their united opinion that
there is nothing they can find
wrong with Daniel, and if they
are going to get anything on
him, it will have to be in the
way in which he serves his God.
Beloved, wouldn't it be a

glorious thing if you and I and
every member of this church
might so live that the world
could not say anything against
us except the way in which we
serve God? Wouldn't it be a
glorious thing if all the Bap-
tists in the world were to live,
from this hour on, in such a
way that the world could not
find anything wrong with us
except the way in which we
serve God? I tell you, beloved,
you would have the human
foundation for the most glorious
revival that would be far-reach-
ing and far-sweeping in its ef-
fects, if Baptist people, or even
the people of this town could
look upon us and say concerning
us that there is nothing wrong
with us except the way whereby
we serve God.
Look at this man Daniel and

observe his character. Here's a
man who loved the Bible. How
do I know he loved it? It doesn't
say, one word in this passage
of Scripture about Daniel read-
ing the Bible, but it tells us that
he prayed with his face toward
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NOTICE WHAT ENVY
BROUGHT THOSE PRINCES
AND PRESIDENTS. It was
envy, greed, graft and crooked-
ness that caused them to
desire the death of Daniel in
the lion's den, but the next day,
they themselves received the
same thing they had thought
they would bring upon Daniel.
Oh, beloved, I have lived long

enough in this world to see God
do that same thing lots of
times. I read it here in the
Word of God. Pharoah killed
the boy babies back in the land
of Egypt, and later Pharoah
himself was drowned in the Red
Sea. He reaped just what he
sowed. I read of Jacob, who,
by goat skins upon the backs
of his hands and the small of
his neck, was able to deceive
his old, nearly blind father. I
read later how his boys deecived
him with goat's blood.

The Italians have an adage
which says, "There is nothing
that goes over the devil's back
but what it comes under his
belly." You can mark it down
tonight, beloved, that is an-
other way of saying, "Whatso-
ever a man soweth, that shall
he also reap." They desired the
destruction of Daniel in the
lion's den, and they themselves
were destroyed thereby.
I believe it, beloved, because

it is here in God's Word, and
I believe it because I have seen
it come true time and time,
again. It is rather interesting
to me today to take an hour or
so off once in a while and take
a walk in the cemetery. I can
tell you of some individuals,
beloved, who have plotted the
destruction of the life and the
ministerial experience of this
preacher. It is interesting to
go out in the cemetery and look
at their tombstones and count
them one by one.

Listen, beloved, I am glad to-
night that I serve a God like
Daniel served. I am glad I
serve a God who can take care
of His own just like He took
care of Daniel.

VI

NOTICE ONE THING ELSE.
The old king, when they came
to him and asked him to pass
the law that nobody was to
pray to any god except to him
for thirty days, he passed the
law and then took his signet
ring and sealed it and said by
that seal, "It can't be broken.
This is the law of the Medes
and Persians and it can't be
altered, even by my royal veto.
I seal it and that makes it
final."
The day the Lord Jesus Christ

saved you and saved me, He not
only saved us, but He sealed us.
Do you want to know how it
is that I know when a man is
saved once, he is saved forever?
I'll tell you why: Because the
law of God is just as unalter-
able as the Medes and Persians,
and a thousand times more so.
Listen to it:
"And grieve not the holy

Spirit of God, whereby ye are
SEALED unto the day of re-
demption."—Eph. 4:30.

When the law of the Medes
and Persians was passed and
sealed, it was unalterable. When
the Holy Spirit saves you, He
seals you. For how long are
you sealed? Until the day of
redemption. I am glad that the
Lord Jesus Christ didn't save
me and turn me loose and say,
"All right, it is up to you to get
home." If He had, I never
would get there. If He had
saved me and said, "All right,
old boy, it is your business
from now on in. I have done
for you what I could, and now
it is up to you,"—I never would
have made it. I thank God to-
night that when God saves a
man, He seals him and that seal
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of God is even more unalterable
and unchangeable than the law
of the Medes and Persians.
Let me ask you a question:

Have you been saved and
sealed? If you are a saved man
tonight, you are a sealed man.
Have you been saved? If so,
thank God for the fact that you
are not only saved, but sealed
and safe in the Lord Jesus
Christ.

If you are not saved, there is
just one way of salvation. Long
ago the Philippian jailer said,
"What must I do to be saved?"
Paul answered, "Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved." There aren't
a dozen ways, there aren't two
ways—there is just one way of
salvation and that is by faith
in the finished work of the Lord
Jesus Christ. May it please God
to save you and add you to
this body tonight.

Church Membership

(Continued from page one)
put out of business during this
age. (See Matt. 16:18).

Because the church (consid-
ered as an institution) is pre-
cious to Christ. (See Ephes. 5:25)
If Christ loved and gave Him-
self for the church, can any true
believer be indifferent concern-
ing it?

Because Christ left his affairs
in the hands of the church that
he begun. The Great Commis-
sion stated in Matt. 28 makes
clear that Jesus addressed those
disciples — not as individuals—
but in "corporate capacity" as
constituting an organized group
that would be perpetuated unto
the end of the age. He promised
"lo I am with you alway . . "
He could not be with something

that ceased to exist. Jesus never
committed his work to any in-
stitution save the one that He
started. No club, lodge, or or-
ganization of any kind, save
the church, has any commission
from Christ. And remember—
no so-called church that was
started by men this side of
Jesus, has any divine commis-
sion.

Because nearly all conversions
are brought about through the
influence and work of churches.
Question almost any one you
please, and you will find that
they were saved through the
activity of some church. If in
connection with a revival meet-
ing — that meeting was spon-
sored by some church. If under
the ministry of some preacher—
that preacher was ordained by
some church. With all their im-
perfections, churches are direct-
ly or indirectly responsible for
the conversion of perhaps 99
per cent of those who are saved.

Because every Christian needs
the fellowship and encourage-
ment furnished by a good
church. Association with those
who have a like faith, like am-
bitions, similar outlook, and
same hopes, cannot fail to help
and encourage in the Christian
life.

TOO MUCH MEAN
CRITICISM

Churches are often bemeaned
and criticized. Some of the
criticism is merited, but much
of it is unjust. To be sure there
are counterfeit churches. To be
sure there are glaring imper-
fection. Is it not to be expected
that Satan would counterfeit
and hinder? Some of the big-
gest critics of churches are per-
sons who know little about
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them through personal experi-
ence.

Say what you please, it re-
mains true that every Christian
should seek membership in a
good, Scriptural church, then
should seek to serve in a way
that will make that church to
function as Christ purposes that
it should do.

Is Anyone Hungry

(Continued from Page One) ,
cease to be a church and would
become a home again, a home
that extended to the same peo-
ple the hospitality that is com-
manded in the Bible. That is
the only interpretation possible
in the light of our text. Sup-
pose we apply the same inter-
pretation to the suppering that
is going on in most churches.
While the people are met to-
gether for worship it is a
church. When they meet to-
gether for suppering they have
changed it into a home for the
entertainment of guests.

Let's look at the thing from
this angle for a moment. Is
there any necessity for feeding
the people in the church build-
ing? Are there any circum-
stances that would make such
a practice necessary? We can
think of only one and that is
community calamity that might
make people homeless and in
need of a large place to stay
and eat such as might be pro-
vided by the church buildings.
More, if a ' church was not
equipped for cooking and feed-
(Continued on Page Four)

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER

MAY 17, 1952

Page Three



Preserved

(Continued from page one)
Thess. 5:23-34). "And the Lord
shall deliver me from every evil
work, and will preserve me unto
his heavenly kingdom." (II Tim.
4: 18) .
The saints are God's believing

children. These He promises
never to forsake. Since God is
continually present with the be-
liever, the believer is eternally
secure with God.

int
Is Anyone Hungry?

(Continued from page three)
ing it is not likely that the com-
munity would ever look to them
for such a thing.
In these days in which we

live most worshipping is done,
not in homes, but in buildings
especially built for that pur-
pose. In addition to the church
building which is owned by the
people of that church, these
people all have homes of their
own. If there is any kind of
a necessity for feeding the peo-
ple it can be well and scriptur-
ally done in the homes of the
people of the church. There is
not a word against that in the
Bible and a great many in favor
of it. "Given to hospitality."
It strikes us that this verse was
given to us especially for this
day in which we live.
Someone will surely say,

"While we are worshipping in
our church it is a church, but
when we have a supper there
we turn it into our homes." Alf,
no, you don't. We have seen
all of the invitations that are
given out at such times. "The
First Baptist Church will have
a fellowship supper", or "The
Gleaners Class of the Trinity
Presbyterian Church will have
a chicken pie supper."
Mark you this; the people of

the churches put on feeds and
then THEY USE THE NAME
OF THE CHURCH to attract
people to it. We are not speak-
ing of commercial suppers, but
of suppers put on solely for a
social time. We are not sanc-
tioning commercial eating
either, as far as that is con-
cerned. When a church meets
for worship it is a church, but
when it meets for food it ceases
to become such and is turned
into a restaurant. "If any man
hunger, let him eat at home."
There are those who will

argue that the Lord Jesus ate
with the people on various occa-
sions, and that we are therefore
justified in doing the same in
the church. It is true that the
Lord ate with the publican,
with Mary and Martha, and
Lazarus in Bethany, and in
many other places. It is also
true that He Himself fed the
multitude that came to Him to
hear and see the things that
He did for the people. Note in
every case that there was al-
ways a fine distinction between
the worship and eating in which
they engaged. He ate in the
homes of the people. He did
not try to make it into a wor-
ship service. When He fed the
five thousand and the four
thousand it was only because
they were far from a place
where they c ould find food.
Note also that He fed them only
after they had concluded the
worship service. He did not
give them a "snack supper" in
order to get them there. On one
occasion He rebuked the multi-
tudes who had followed Him
because they followed Him be-
cause they did "Eat the loaves
and fishes and were filled,
"which prompted a multiude to
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Take Ghrist for your humility. 71 cannot be cultivated as a mere human virtue.
leave Him. He did not want the
food and His teaching to become
confused in the minds of the
people. Even if we should by
some devious construction make
this an argument for' eating in
church we would still have the
plain statement to the church
as handed down through the
Apostle Paul, "If any man hun-
ger, let him eat at home."
We pause to ask; Where did

all this eating in the church
come from anyway? Not from
the Bible. We have instructions
in the Bible for conducting
prayer meetings and worship
services, but nothing on table
manners. If it was intended to
be such a part of the church as
it has been made, why did the
Lord not give us some specific
instructions. Preachers are told
what to preach—the Word. Why
is not the church told what to
serve? There is an entire ab-
sence of any kind of instruction
along this line. Why? "If any
man hunger let him eat at
home." We are called to "ex-
hort" one another. Where are
we called to feed one another
in the church?
The plain truth about this

whole thing is that the church
has put on suppers and socials
for the purpose of attracting
people to their church meetings,
and where is there anything
more potent for that purpose?
We know any number of people
who could have been kept in
given churches if they could
only have been assured of a
supper or social occasionally.
The fact that some people may
have been attracted to a given
church and later saved as a con-
sequence still does not argue
that we should have such things.
There is no evidence to prove
that the individual in question
might not have been saved any-
way without the social. Also it
is just possible that if the per-
son in question had been saved
without the social he might
have been a far greater testi-
mony for the Lord than he
was. We are thinking just now
of a baby who was born into
the world. At the time of its
birth the attending doctor made
a mistake. The baby was crip-
pled for life as a consequence.
May it not be that we have a
lot of spiritual cripples in the
church, simply because of some
of the means that we have used
to get them into the church and
into the kingdom?
We know a farmer who, in

the early days of his experience
always planned to be on hand
to aid in the birth of the young
animals at the moment when
they came into the world. Mys-
teriously and for no apparent
reason he began to lose stock,
and finally discovered that both
parent and child were far more
apt to survive and attain to
maximum health if nature were
permitted to take her unaided
course. We believe the same
thing is true of spiritual babies.
We have held out so many in-
ducements to sinners that when
some of them have finally been
saved they have been no credit
to the cause of Christ for that
reason.
Fundamentally this is in har-

mony with every tenet of the
Bible. It is certainly true that
we are saved, "According as he
hath chosen us in him before
the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and
without blame before him in
love; having predestinated us
unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to himself, ac-
cording to the good pleasure of
His will." Whether we like the
idea or not some people are pre-
destinated to be saved, and
nothing can keep them from
ultimately coming to the place
where they will be born again.
It is equally true that many
others are destined to go to hell,
no matter what happens. A

supper more or less is not going
to win one more person to the
Lord Jesus, but we believe that
such measures as God does not
smile upon are daily producing
spiritual cripples who will never
amount to anything for the Lord
or for His church. Small won-
der that so few of the converts
of the present day church ever
amount to anything fpr the
church that gave them birth.
Many of them are barely saved,
yet "so as by \ fire."
Hardly anyone who knows

anything about the Bible can
deny but this is the truth—that
no one will ever be saved be-
cause they were attracted to the
church by a supper or social.
We ask: Why have them then—
if we are interested in serving
the Lord Jesus Christ? We know
the answer to that too, and it
is one that most Fundamental-
ist ministers will not admit even
though it is true. Actually they
want to get in a lot of the
devil's children in order to
make up a crowd for themselves
to preach to. They will not drop
the suppering because it will
drive so many people away.

Let's take it from there and
point out how foolish it is even
from such an angle. Is it true
that it does attract people to
the PREACHING services of the
church? The answer is an em-
phatic "NO." It attracts them
to the suppering services, but
not the preaching services. In
a previous pastorate our Men's
Bibre Class made it an annual
practice to put on a "Father and
Son Banquet." It was a huge
affair, so big that it was neces-
sary to limit the number of
tickets sold to one hundred be-
cause our accommodations for
that sort of thing were limited.
We had one such meeting on a
Thursday evening, and were
assembling for the Sunday
School hour. It was nearly time
for the meeting to begin and
we looked around at the pew
where the Men's Class usually
gathered. There were just three
of us there, including the teach-
er (myself.) Present was one
man who was a prime mover in
the Father and Son arrange-
ment. It was my moment. I
leaned over and asked, "Where
are all the men that were out
to the banquet on Thursday?"
He only smiled. There was no
answer that he could make that
would make sense. We might
add that we usually had much
more than three in that Bible
class, but here we were on the
Sunday following the banquet,
at a time when the church had
been forcibly imposed upon the
minds of a good many men who
never came into the church on
other occasions. The church was
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fresh in their minds if it ever
was going to be—yet they were
not there. "Is any man hungry,
let him eat at home."

Our interest in this matter is
not with the Modernists. They
don't know any better than
make suppering their mainstay.
It's all they have to attract the
'people to the churches with.
Having induced them to attend
for such a purpose, they seem
to feel that that is all that is
necessary. No. We are thinking
of the many who call them-
selves by the name of Funda-
mentalist, many of whom are
contending earnestly for the
faith that was once delivered
unto the saints. A vast major-
ity of them make suppering the
main plank in their church plat-
form. It is true that if they
dropped this element from their
church life they would lose a
large share of their crowd. But
are they following the Word or
the world? They profess to fol-
low the Word and they can
quote verse and chapter against
entangling alliances and we re-
spect them for that. Why not
start quoting some Scripture
about imitating the people from
whom they have withdrawn
themselves. That would be con-
sistent.

Admitting that some people
can be attracted to a church
program by the inclusion of the
suppering program; what kind
of people will they be? If a
man only comes to church when
he can get something into his
stomach and is cold toward 9
meeting that concerns itself
only with the Bible, what kind
of a man is he? "Whose god is
their belly, who mind earthly
things." We pointed out a few
words back that these things
do not attract people to the
worship services as a general
thing. It is a good thing that
they don't. If they get into the
worship services and then into
the membership of the church,
we are in worse shape than as
though they didn't. The truth
is that these kind of men have
gotten into positions in the
church and it is for this reason
that the church has been turned
over to the world, the flesh and
the devil.
What kind of people does the

suppering program exalt in the
church? Everyone knows the
answer to that also. People who
are bent on "working out their
salvation, "who feel that even
though they do not accept Christ
as their Saviour and become
born again they can still do
something that will better their
chances for getting into the
kingdom. The lives of a good
many people whom we have
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