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The Leading Promises Of
God Of All The Bible
By Roy Mason
Tampa, Florida
If you were asked to name the
greatest promises of -God recorded in all the Bible, what
promises would you name? The
Bible says, "Whereby are given
unto us exceeding great and
precious promises." If great and
precious, just which are the
greatest and which the most
precious? All the great host of
promises given of God are great
and valuable, but some above
others. What are the greatest
as affecting our lives? Below
we list some of the promises
that we think of as the greatest:
The promise of a Redeemer
and redemption.(Gen. 3:15) This
would seem to excel all other
promises, for the human race
was in sin and doomed without
help, and this help is promised
in Christ. The promise of the
Redeemer was given about 4000
years before its fulfillment. The
rest of the Bible is but the unfolding and expansion of the
promise of Gen. 3:15. If you
want to enjoy this promise just
list some of the things involved
in it.
The promise of the new covenant — the covenant of grace.
(See Psa. 89:3-4; Heb. 6:17; 8:6)

This is God's promise to save
forever and eternally those who
should believe on his Son. The
Covenant of grace was ushered
in by the coming of Jesus, for
"grace. ..came by Jesus Christ."
It was ratified in blood as he
gave himself for us. "This is the
blood of the New Covenant
poured out for many unto the
remission of sins." We of today, live under New Covenant
promises.
The promise of everlasting
life through simple faith in
Jesus, plus nothing. (Jno. 3:16)
Pitifully true it is that millions
of professing Christians do not
understand this promise—else
do not take it at face value.
They try to add their works and
human efforts. Church of Christ
people try with might and main
to destroy the meaning of mo.
3:16 by adding water baptism as
essential to salvation.
The promise to make everything turn out for good to those
who are the people of God.
(Rom. 8:28) This promise is
worth more than a billion dollars to every Christian. Think
of it—He promises to make
EVERYTHING to eventually
turn out for our good! That in(Continued on page four)
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"The Christian's
Enemies"
(Continued from page one)
city where He went. They cast
Him out, they refused to hear
Him, and finally the Word of
God tells us that His enemies
clamored for His blood, to the
extent that Jesus Christ was
crucified in Jerusalem by His
enemies.
What was true of the Lord
Jesus Christ was likewise true
of the Apostle Paul, who was
doubtlessly the foremost of all
the apostles of our Lord Jesus
Christ. We read:
"But the Jews stirred up the
devout and honorable women,
and the chief men of the city,
and raised persecution against
Paul and Barnabas, and EXPELLED them out of their
coasts."—Acts 13:50.
"And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and
Iconium, who persuaded the
people, and, having STONED
PAUL, drew him out of the city,
supposing he had been dead."—
Acts 14:19.
If you want to get a general
resume of the way in which
Paul received treatment at the
hands of his enemies, listen:
"Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.
Thrice was I beaten with rods,
once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a
day I have been in the deep."—
II Cor. 11:24, 25.
You can't read these Scriptures taken from the experience
of the Apostle Paul but what
you realize that Paul, like Jesus,
had his enemies.
That was true, beloved friends,
of all the apostles. We read of
two in particular:
"Now about that time Herod
the king stretched f or th his
hands to vex certain of the
church. And HE KILLED
JAMES the brother of John with
the sword. And because he saw
it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to TAKE PETER also.
(Then were the days of unleavened bread.) And when he had
apprehended him, he put him
in prison, and delivered him to
four quaternions of soldiers to
keep him; intending after Easter
to bring him forth to the people."—Acts 12:1-4.
Jesus had His enemies, Paul
had his enemies, Peter and
James had their enemies, and if
time would suffice this morning, and if your patience would
not be exhausted, I could show
you that all of the early apostles
had their enemies who caused
them difficulties and hounded
them ultimately to their death.
So while you might say that
a Christian shouldn't have his
enemies, and I agree with you
that that would be an ideal
situation if he could not have
enemies, yet I would remind
you, beloved, that through all
ages, from the day of righteous
Abel down to this hour, God's
children have had enemies.
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
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The poet says:
"He has no enemies you say!
My friend, the boast is poor.
He who has mingled in the
fray
Of duty that the strong endure
Must have made foes! If he
has none
Small is the work that he has
done:
He has bit no traitor on the
hip,
He has cast no cup from tempted lip;
He has never turned the
wrong to right,
He has been a coward in the
fight."
Even Tennyson said, "He
makes no friends who never
made a foe," and I remember
reading of recent date that the
writer, Elbert Hubbard, said, "If
you have no enemies you are
likely to be in the same predicament with regard to
friends."
I say this morning, it would
be wonderful and it would be
ideal if we had no enemies,
but the fact remains that the
first saved man on this earth
had enemies—Adam. His son
Abel, who was saved, had enemies. Jesus had them; Paul
had them; maybe you have
them; I have them.
I have some enemies because
of my preaching. Our Lord said
that we would have. Listen:
"If ye were of the world, the
world would love his own;
but because ye are not of the
world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the
world hateth you." —John 15:19.
I am satisfied that there are
plenty of Arminians who hate
this preacher this morning. I
am sure that there are plenty
of Feminists who believe that
it is perfectly all right for a
woman to speak in public who
literally hate me. I am sure
that there are plenty of Modernists who don't believe this Bible,
and plenty of heretics concerning the truth as to the church
that Jesus built who feel the
same. I am satisfied that there
are plenty of them who hate
this servant of God today. I am
sure that I speak the truth that
there are Baptist preachers in
Kentucky who would throw
their hats in the air if they
were to hear today that I had
dropped dead.
I have enemies because of
my peculiarities. I have peculiarities and eccentricities. Most
folk won't admit this, but I do;
and my peculiarities and my
eccentricities cause my enemies
to hate me.
Then I have enemies because
I have tried to help others, and
I have enemies, beloved, that
have come because of circumstances beyond my control.
I was thinking this morning
of my message after I came to
the house of God, and I remembered an experience of probably eighteen years ago. One
night when we were holding a
tent revival on a lot down near
the bank building, a drunk man
came into the tent. He sat somewhat peaceably for a little bit,
and then caused a disturbance.
I immediately took hold of him
and hustled him out of the tent,
and two or three of the brethren
gathered around me, and we
rushed him down to the police
station at once. This happened
on a Saturday night and I went
in to see him on Sunday afternoon. He had "sobbered up" by
that time and he thanked me for
what I had done, when I told
him the circumstances. He said
that he had no recollection of
ever being in the tent the night
before. The next morning, in the
course of the procedure of law,
not desiring to prosecute the
fellow, for he seemed deeply
and humbly penitent, I went to
court in order to dismiss the

MORMONISM
By Benjamin F. Dotson, Elkhart, Indiana
Mormonism, a new religion,
Founded by prophet Joseph Smith,
Believed by some to be authentic,
By others, regarded a myth;
Said it was given by an angel,
Engraven on some golden plates,
This was in eighteen-twenty-seven,
And there are more recorded dates.
Said, from translations, wrote his Bible,
That our Bible was incomplete;
Make an honest investigation,
See what all you must need delete;
Compare contents with Aesop's fables,
(Except where Scripture is quoted)
Aesop proposed his tales as fables
Contents similar 'twill be noted.
You'll never find those supposed errors,
In God's infallible Book,
It is open for such inspection,
The Holy Spirit will help you look;
God is its Author and Designer,
And Preserver through ages past,
It will stand every test and challenge,
Emerge victorious at last.
But this sect teaches plural marriage,
Its other name is polygamy,
Claims now that it has changed the practice,
Better investigate and see;
Doubtless these wives are held in secret,
The law forced them to change their creed,
At heart they are still polygamists,
And have not been completely freed.
They claim succession to apostles,
Men like Joe Smith and Brigham Young,
Some have had shady reputations,
Especially prophet number one;
Teach baptism for sin's remission,
Baptize the living for the dead,
Enforce many fulfilled requirements,
No matter what God's word has said.
Calvary is left in the background,
Souls are saved by human merit,
Exalts a system of human works,
Silencing the Holy Spirit:
Christ was offspring of fleshly nature,
Therefore, of course, not virgin born,
The writers of the holy Scriptures
Are held up to contempt and scorn.
Thig dangerous cult is growing fast,
Sending out its elders two by two,
Fooling, deceiving the ignorant,
Teaching them that which is untrue;
They call themselves, "Latter-Day-Saints,"
And soft pedal the name, "Mormon;"
"Saints," they think serves a better purpose,
Gives future more hopeful omen.
Warning! hear ye these solemn words:
"Many deceivers are gone forth,"
They "that confess not that Jesus Christ
Is come in the flesh," which of course
Is a deceiver and an anti-christ,
With which we must not have fellowship;
Nor are we to acclaim him "God-speed,"
But guard with care our stewardship.
charges against him, and did so.
However, before his case was
called, another one was called,
and I had to wait until that
case came up. In the course of
the proceedings, I overheard the
testimony that was given in
this case preceeding the one I
was interested in. I withdrew
the charges against this fellow
who had been drunk two nights
before and disturbed the church,
and left, thinking nothing at all
about having attended the other
trial. Probably a year went by
and the case that was tried that
morning, was then being tried in
Greenup, and I was summoned
as a witness because of what I
had overheard in court nearly
a year before. I couldn't help it
that I was there. I couldn't help
it that I overheard it. I couldn't
help it that I was summoned
as a witness in Greenup. All I
could do was to tell the story as
I had heard it, but to this day
there is a family in this town
who won't come near this

church. They hate me because
I was compelled to be a witness
against them in that case in
court.
Then, beloved, I have enemies
who are enemies, because of no
reason at all. Jesus said that that
was true concerning Him. We
read:
"If I had done among them
the works which none other
man did, they had not had sin:
but now have they both seen
and hated both me and my
Father." — John 15:24.
There were some people who
hated Jesus Christ without a
cause, and there are people today who hate this servant of
God without a cause.
Last evening I was sitting at
home and the telephone rang.
A man answered at the other
end of the line, cursing me, violently blaspheming me, and
calling me vulgar names. I asked him who it was that was
speaking. He told me his name
and told me where he lived.
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The blow at the outward man may be the greatest blessing to the inward man.
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The Greatest Promises
(Continued from page one)
cludes sickness—it includes even
the chastening of God. Yes, it
includes even the works of Satan brought against us.
The promise to keep us safe
after we are saved. "They shall
never perish neither shall any
man pluck them out of my
hand . ." Jno. 10:28-29. It is but
one of the many promises to
the same effect. What good
would it be for us to be saved,
if we later lost our salvation?
What kind of a Saviour would
it be who was able to SAVE
but unable to KEEP ONE SAVED? Strange. . strange. . that
so many professing Christians
should want to throw out such
a promise of God as the promise to keep those whom he
saves.
The promise to bring us out
of our graves if we die before
the Lord returns. "And the dead
in Christ shall rise. . ." (I Thess.
4:) How that wonderful promise
does transform funerals of
Christians! How it does change
one's feelings about death and
dying!
The promise of a perfect ruler
and a perfect rule over this old
earth. "For He must reign until
he hath put all enemies under
his feet." (I Cor. 15:) Satan has
gotten his clutches on this world
and its inhabitants, and he has
been running his insurrection
against God for a long while,
but this period is to end. Even
the "earth shall be delivered
from the bondage of corruption."
(Rom. 8:) The effects of Christ's redemption shall extend as far
as the results of the fall of man
into sin.
The promise of Satan's eventual overthrow. (Rev. 20:1-3)
This is one of the great scenes
of the Bible. Hope we will have
a "ringside seat" when this takes
place, so we can shout, "Hooray"
when Satan is cast into hell.
The promise of the New Jerusalem. (Rev. 21:) What a city!
No rent—no water bills—no
poverty—no hospitals—no
deaths or separations!
The promise of living and
reigning with Christ forever
and ever. (Rev. 22:5) No telling
how many glorious adventures
are ahead. How many distant
planets and worlds shall we
visit? What wonderful enterprises shall we engage in during
all the ages ahead? (Stop reading and shout if you want to!)

"The Christian's
Enemies"
(Continued from page three)
VIII
WE ARE NOT TO DESIRE
THE DEATH OF OUR ENEMIES.
I understand that one of the
folk who left our church in the
last few months has prayed, so
she says, that the Lord will kill
a lot of us. I don't know that
that is true, but I have been told
that she made the statement
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
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that she is praying that the
Lord will kill a lot of us. Maybe He will. Maybe the Lord
will hear her prayer and take
me on home to Glory. If He
does, I will be better off than
she is, because I will be in
Heaven a n d she will be on
earth, and I won't have this sin
to answer for that she has to
answer for, because s h e has
prayed that the Lord will kill
me and all the others that have
stood by me.
You know, I loved Brother
Boyce Taylor, as a young
preacher. He meant much to
me, and I don't think I ever
knew a man who meant more
to me than Brother Boyce Taylor. There were some doctrines
that we didn't agree on, and
there was one principle of life
that we never agreed on. Brother Taylor w a s an unpopular
preacher. He was hated all over
the South because of his stand
for the Word of God, just like
any other preacher will be if
he stands for God's Word. He
was hated in the town where he
lived because of his stand for
God's Word. One thing that he
and I could never agree on was
the way in which he prayed.
I have heard Brother Taylor
say, "I not only pray for people, but I pray against people."

But Amasa took no heed to the
sword that was in Jeab's hand:
so he smote him therewith in
the fifth rib, and shed out his
bowels to the ground, and
struck him not again; and he
died. So Joab and Abishai his
brother pursued after Sheba the
son of Bichri."—II Sam. 20:9, 10.
Let's get the story back of
this. Joab and Amasa had been
enemies. At war, Amasa had
slain the brother of Joab. It was
a deed of war. Now that the war
is ended, Joab pretends he is
Amasa's friend, and he said,
"Art thou in good health,
Amasa?" He took him by the
beard as if he were going to
kiss him, and Amasa failed to
notice his left hand. While Joab
made as though he would kiss
Amasa, that left hand suddenly
and deftly reached to his right
side and drew his spear and ran
it into the fifth rib of Amasa,
and his bowels gushed out from
him.
You ought to be able to answer the question that I have
asked. I would be mighty cautious of the kisses of an enemy.
I have learned by patient experience, and sometimes by not
too patient—I have learned that
we ought to be mighty careful
of the kisses of an enemy.
Listen again:
"Faithful are the wounds of
a friend; but the kisses of an
enemy are deceitful." — Prov.
27:6.
Who was the man who went
to war and said, "Pray, but keep
your powder dry?" I think that
is what God's attitude would
be for you and me as far as our
enemies are concerned. Trust
Him, but be ready with a watchful eye that you might not be
taken in by that one who is
your enemy.

what it was to depend upon
God not only to take care of
him, but his enemies as well.
He said:
"Through God we shall do
valiantly: for He it is that shall
tread down our enemies."—Psa.
60:12.
Doubtlessly, the greatest experience of God protecting his
own, and at the same time ruling
the enemies of His people, comes
in the experience of Israel coming forth from the land of Egypt.
Israel had left Egypt and was
on the way to Canaan. Three
days later it looked like they
were hopelessly entangled in
the wilderness near the Red
Sea. When Pharaoh, with his
army of iron chariots, were hotly pursuing them and it looked
as if all hope was gone, Moses
said unto the people:
"Fear ye not, stand still, and
see the salvation of the Lord,
which he will show to you today: for the Egyptians whom ye
have seen today, ye shall see
them again no more for ever."
—Ex. 14:13.
In other words, the attitude
of Moses was, that if the children of Israel went forward to
do God's will, that God would
not only take care of Israel,
but that He would take care of
Israel's enemies. This He did
at the Red Sea when He destroyed Pharaoh's army in its
entirety. We need to remember
that the same God lives today,
and that Moses' God is our God
today. As God led and dealt
with Israel, so today He leads
us in precisely the same way.
It is our business to go forward
in His service, trusting Him,
knowing that God will take care
of our enemies just the same as
God took care of the enemies
of Israel.

Beloved, I think he was
wrong. I know he was. I am not
going to pray against any man,
I am not going to pray against
the worst enemy I have in this
world, but I will confess to you,
I would rather my friends got
a blessing, than for my enemies
to get such. I am only human
enough to say that I would
rather my friends who stand by
me and support me as I try to
preach the Word of God — I
would rather they got a blessing
than my enemies to get it. LisCONCLUSION
ten, beloved, I am not going to
against
pray
to
voice
my
lift
To that individual who is yet
GOD'S WORD TELLS US
any man. That is in God's hands; THAT HE WILL TAKE CARE in his sins, may I remind you
that is God's business.
that you are today an enemy
OF OUR ENEMIES.
of God. At the same time, may
God gave unlimited knowlI
have
years
Through the
edge to Solomon because Solo- found that God does such a good I tell you that I have good news
mon never did desire the death job of taking care of our enemies for you from God. Listen:
"For if. when we were enemof his enemies.
that I never have to worry mywe were reconciled to God
ies,
Behim,
unto
said
God
"And
self about it. David said:
by the death of his Son; much
cause thou hast asked this thing,
"For thou hast been a shelter more, being reconciled, we shall
and hast not asked for thyself for me, and a strong tower from
be saved by his life." —Rom.5:
long life; neither hast asked the enemy." — Psa. 61:3.
10.
askhast
nor
riches for thyself,
In this respect we have a reThis is God's offer in your
ed the life of thine enemies: but
growing out behalf. May it please the Lord
hast asked for thyself under- markable Scripture
the experience of a group today to take someone who is
standing to discern judgment." of
Jews as they returned His enemy, and make him a son
the
of
—I Kings 3:11.
from Babylonian captivity to by His grace!
you
give
would
If the Lord
Palestine. Listen:
your request this morning, what
"Then we departed from the
would you ask for? Some people river of Ahava on the twelfth
just
would
I
would say, "Oh,
day of the first month, to go
Deliverance
like to get my hands around his unto Jerusalem: and the hand
neck," or, "I would like to have of our God was upon us, and
(Continued from page one)
a new outfit." Beloved, God he delivered us from the hand
can be the deliverance of
there
gave Solomon his choice, and of the enemy, and of such as
But whom the Son
Solomon said, "Lord, I would lay in wait by the way." —Ezra. a captive.
sets free, He shall be free indeed
I
that
so
wisdom,
have
like to
8:31.
(John 8:36).
can rule my people as a king
A similar truth is presented to
ought to rule." God said, "Solo- us in the experience of Jacob
mon, you didn't ask for a long at the time when God called
life; you didn't ask for riches; him to go back to Bethel. His
Vainglory
you didn't ask for the lives of sons had just slain all the males
your enemies. Because you did of the city of Shechem. Jacob
(Continued from page one)
not, I will grant your request was really in a quandry. He
ually work alongside of the man
and will give you all the rest." couldn't go back to his fatherwho draws attention to himListen, beloved, that is how in-law. He dared not find re- self. If you want people to get
God wants us to treat our ene- fuge with his brother Esau. He their eyes fixed on you—your
mies. He doesn't want us to was a fugitive from the home of superior sanctity, your wit,
desire their death. He wants us his father. He couldn't remain your ready speech, your elonot to rejoice when they fall, where he was because of his quence, your dramatic power, or
and when they fail.
enemies. The only place that he your logic, then do not expect
could go was back to Bethel. the Holy Spirit to help you in
IX
In other words, all he could this business. He is bent on
THE WORD OF GOD TELLS do was to return to God. In bringing glory to CHRIST and
US TO BEWARE OF OUR ENE- doing so, God gave him protect- not to the preacher. It is a very
ion from his enemies.
MIES' FRIENDSHIP.
low thing to glory in your nat"And they journeyed: and the ural gifts. "What has thou that
Some people may say, "Well,
if an individual shows some lit- teror of God was upon the cities thou didst not receive?" (I Cor.
tle indication of turning from that were round about them, 4:7). What gift of yours did you
his enmity and animosit y, and they did not pursue after create? And if every power you
shouldn't I receive him and wel- the sons of Jacob." —Gen. 35:5. possess is the result of the benecome him back with open
David, though a man after ficence of another, why should
arms?" Instead of me answer- God's own heart, was the pos- you glory as if you deserved the
ing, suppose you let God's Word sessor of many enemies. He praise? Of course, if you really
give you the answer:
knew what it was to have to flee did create your own beauty,
"And Joab said to Amasa, Art from the presence of the king. intellect, powers of speech, then
thou in health, my brother? And He knew what it was to be you ought to be praised, and
Joab took Amasa by the beard hunted and hounded like a glorying in yourself is not vain.
with the right hand to kiss him.. beast, yet in it all he learned But did you create these capa-
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them, and God will never d
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let us remember that notwtr' 1\, "ed to
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spirit that says of ann' iii 1, lov
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say this by their actions •Or 41(;'4! in
spirit of isolation and suPer, INtL.Inity, are a smoke in the nos' h4th fr
beer
of our Lord. The momeri! 0
say, "God, I thank Thee, 14i
not as other men," we becv
Pharisees; our true place iS
SIC
say, "GOD, BE MERCIFIA
ME, THE SINNER."
l
—The Way, The Truth,
It0410
The Life.
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Home should be on the :
floor of heaven. Departure P N erit
this life—just going up stal , N)bstall E
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We can't have the loWlY.; byThe Sys
unless we have the upper
the a'rnor
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ing fame and the blessihr t)4,
posterity.
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Some people devote all,
(Q Us
religion to going to church'

