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Say Christian Friend,
How Is Your Crop?

municate unto (share with) him
that teacheth in all good things,"
we see that is is not the matter
Paid Girculalioz2 7n flOlales and 7n many Foreign Gounlries
A common greeting of one of salvation from sin that is
farmer to another is "How's under discussion, but that of
"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word
your crop?"
sharing in the teaching and
it is because there is no light in them."—Isaiah 8:20.
By this he raises the question preaching of the Word of God.
of the condition, growth, and
Child of God, how are you
prospects of harvest of the var18, NO. 35
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WHOLE NUMBER 713 ious plantings and sowings in investing your Lord's money?
steward of God and
the fields acording to Ged's well You are a
full account one
known laws of seedtime and must give a
you
one of those who
day?
Are
harvest. Everything must be
lulled
to sleep by
have
been
planted in harmony with these
the sweet assurances of highly
everything
laws
of
God,
and
NJAMIN F. DOTSON,
Saviour and united with the board of deacons, and asked that
paid "leaders" that certain pro• Elkhart, Indiana
church by baptism, and the right his name be presented for li- produces "after its- kind."
movements, etc., are "of
grams,
How's your crop, Christian
hand of Christian fellowship. cense to preach. The pastor was
the Lord", and you unquestionhe writer was orphaned at No sooner had he become
friend?
a consulted, and he was much
pour your investments inWhat have you planted? ingly
Lage of twelve, and thrown Christian till he knew that the elated, and promised all the aswell organized man-made
to
the
ovvn resources. Having ministry was to be his life work, sistance he could give. But in Where have you planted? How religious programs, and into the
born and brought up to and confided that fact to his the meantime, something hap- have you planted?
religious machinGod declares that, as God's well-greased
Pge by unchristian parents, employer. The old brother was pened; for when the deacons
ery?
:
eels that Providence must much disappointed, for he want- made their report, they had laid children, we reap according to
Do you know where and how
led him to the home of a ed him to agree to remain in his his request on the table for one what we plant and how we
stian farmer, where he service so long as he lived. And, year. They had agreed after one plant. If we plant that which your Lord's money is being
spent? Do you know whether or
e his home several years, in
he discouraged any ambitions he year if the lad still felt his call, is of, and according to the dir- not those you are helping to
lolescent period, so impor- had toward the ministry. He they would act favorably on the ections of the flesh, even though support are faithful to the Lord
it may be a highly-respected
lti the life of a growing told me that men had to be request.
religious fleshliness, we are sure and to His Word? Are you takThe good brother was a
called of God for such work;
This discouraged the lad, to reap that which perishes. But, ing the advice and guidance of
`lit, and, of course, directed
that there were too many now
or of men, in
to the Baptist church and in that high and holy office who though he did not know what if we plant under the directions the Holy Spirit,
this important matter?
had
taken
place,
nor
did
he
seek
are
sure
the
Holy
Spirit,
we
of
school.
were unworthy.
to know. Shortly, he left the to reap life everlasting in those
In emphasizing the eternal im. a revival held in the cornemploy of the old brother, and who are reached by the minis- portance of the doctrine of
Some time around six months went back to the community of
43' church, when he was
Christ (the teachings of God's
try we suppoort.
.4 Years of age, he made a from the revival, the lad ap- his own relatives. There they
By noting verse 6, "Let him Word concerning the Christ as
(Continued on page four)
(Continued on page four)
le confession of Christ as proached the chairman of the
that is taught in the word comEld. A. M. Overton
(Now With His Lord)
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Eld. Harm Rust
is decitful above all things, and
sent World Outlook of Foreign
Worthington, Minn.
desperately wicked: who can
Missions." He spoke of so many
know it." (Jer. 17:9). Our Savdoors to Foreign Mission Work
ior said, "For out of the heart
being closed, which not long
proceed evil thoughts, murders,
ago were wide open. They are
closed because Communism is the true reasons for unbelief adulteries, fornications, thefts,
creeping in and Communism is we have to read and understand f a Ise witness, blasphemies:
These are the things which deintolerant of Christianity. He the Holy Bible.
file a man: but to eat with unsaid, "Missionary effort has not
I am sure that the very first
been swift enough to enter and reason is that of the total de- washen hands defileth not a
take possession while there was pravity of humanity. We are all man." (Matt. 15:17 to 20). "As
opportunity. So he together with Atheists at heart and by nature. a man thinketh in his heart,
many others believe the reason David wrote, "Behold, I was so is he," and out of the fullto be lack of diligence on the shapen in iniquity, and in sin ness of the heart, the mouth
speaketh." For the Lord seeth
part of Christians.
did my mother conceive me."
A good many reasons are ad- (Psa. 51:5). Until people's hearts not as man seeth; for man lookvanced as to just why so many are changed they have no desire eth on the outward appearance,
people and whole nations are for God nor His truth. I am but the Lord looketh on the
turning away from Christianity, sure it is not true that people heart." (I Sam. 16:7). We fear
from God and from the Church. in general are hungry for the that too often the zeal for the
The book I have just read men- gospel of Christ. It is only after salvation of souls is not out
tions in some of its Chapters there is an awakening by the of the right motive. Too often
from one to six, "General Cause, Holy Spirit, that they hunger preachers do not tell people
Speculative Philosophy, Social and thirst after righteousness. plainly what their true condition is and use what we might
Disaffection, The Corruptions of (Matt. 5:6).
call, a wrong diagnosis. All manChristianity, Religious Intoler"Blessed are they which do ner of unbelief, under whatever
ance, and Disunion of The
Church." Under "G e ne r al hunger and thirst after right- name, is natural to unregenerCause," he mentions briefly eouness," People are unbeliev- ate man. Our Saviour said, "Ye
what I think, Scripture teaches, ers, by nature. They do not must be born again."
is the chief cause. I fear that "Hunger and thirst after rightBy nature all men are fools.
the real underlying cause for eousness."
"The
fool hath said in his heart,
The Prophet Jeremiah had a
unbelief is not clearly seen nor
definitely taught, in so many right estimation of the human there is no God. Corrupt are
quarters. I am sure that for heart when he wrote,"The heart they and have done abominable

Z5be first naptist 1:11u1pit
"Plain Prophecies For Plain People"
On last Sunday evening, I discussed a number of prophecies
which had to do with the Jews,
and with the Jews only. In fact,
every one of these plain, simple
prophecies which I discussed
last Sunday evening, was a prophecy relating to the descendants of Abraham — the Jewish
family.
Now tonight, I want to discuss the prophecies that have to
do with the nations that existed round about the Jews at the
time when the Jews were a na-

tion, as recorded in the Word
of God.

THE FIRST PROPHECY
THAT I WANT YOU TO NOTICE IS THE PROPHECY
CONCERNING THE CITY OF
TYRE.
"Therefore thus saith the Lord
God; Behold, I am against thee,
0 Tyrus, and will cause many
nations to come up against thee,
as the sea causeth his waves to
come up. And they shall destroy

the walls of Tyrus, and break
down her towers: I will also
scrape her dust from her, and
make her like the top of a rock.
It shall be a place for the
spreading of nets in the midst
of the sea: for I have spoken
it, saith the Lord God: and it
shall become a spoil to the nations."—Ezek. 26:3-5.
"And they shall make a spoil
of thy riches, and make a prey
of thy merchandise: and they
shall break down thy walls, and
(Continued on page two)

iniquity: there is none that doeth good. God looked down from
heaven upon the children of
men, to see if there were any
that did understand, that did
seek God. Every one of them
is gone back: they are altogether
become filthy; there is none
that doeth good, no, not one."
(Psalm 53:1 to 3).
Psalm 14 speaks the same
thing. Romans 3 and other Scripture has the same testimony.
It is a miracle there are so many
who have true faith in God and
are followers of the Lamb. The
Apostle Paul wrote, "They are
without excuse: Because that,
when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither
were thankful; but became vain
in their imaginations, and their
foolish heart was darkened."
(Continued on page four)

Mc%
DO YOU RECKON
I'M ALL WRONG?
As I look around each day
for a living evidence of real
Christian living, my heart is
saddened by the overwhelming
picture of shallowness on most
every hand. I see far more evidence of "UNSPIRITUAL DISINTEGRATION" than I do of
"S PIRITUAL REGENERATION." The cause is not too hard
to find. The modern pulpit has
lost its power and now depends
on its "PULL." With these modern day "MIS-FITS" in the pulpit I fear many are being PULLED into the Devil's PIT. Most
pulpits are filled by men who
are "PADDLING THE DEVIL'S
CANOE" rather than "PADDLING THOSE SINNERS IN
THE PEW" with the word of
God. Instead of "THE OLD
FASHIONED WAY" we seem
to have "SATAN'S SWAY."
Preachers swayed by "SATAN'S MACHINE" leave in
their path a "SHAME TO BE
SEEN."
To bear down on sin in the
average congregation you must
bear the ridicule of being a
(Continued on page four)

some so-.called Ghristians have Heaven on their iongue's end but the 'world at their fingers' ends.
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"Plain Prophecies
For Plain People"
(Continued from page two)
destroy thy pleasant houses: and
they shall lay thy stones and thy
timber and thy dust in the midst
of the water. And I will cause
the noise of thy songs to cease;
and the sound of thy harps shall
be no more heard. And I will
make thee like the top of a
rock: thou shalt be a place to
spread nets upon; thou shalt be
built no more: for I the Lord
have spoken it, saith the Lord
God."—Ezek. 26:12-14.
This is God's prophecy concerning the city of Tyre, which
was one of the great cities of
antiquity. Its inhabitants, the
Phoenicians, traded with the
world. In Joshua 19:29, the city
of Tyre is spoken of as "the
strong city Tyre." In I Kings
5, you will find that Hiram, the
king of Tyre, made a league
with David, when David was in
the act of building the temple
of God at Jerusalem, to the extent that Hiram with his men
were to furnish a tremendous
number of trees that they were
to cut from the forests of Lebanon and convey in floats from
the place where they were cut
unto t h e place where David
should ask for them to be delivered. In return, David was to
provide a tremendous amount of
food, provisions, oil, and various
commodities which should be
given in exchange to Hiram and
his men for the wood of these
trees from the mountains of
Lebanon.
I refer to this in order that
you might see that it was one
of the great cities of antiquity.
However, God said, "I am
against you. I am going to bring
you to destruction. Your stones
and your dust and your timber
are going to be cast into the
waters, and I will make you like
the top of a rock, and you shall
be a place for the spreading of
the fishermen's nets."
Now, beloved, when God says,
"I am against you," it is time
for any man to sit up and take
notice. When puny man rises up
against you, it is time to call on
the Almighty God; but when
God speaks against you, it is
time to pause and take notice.
God said that the city of Tyre
was to be so completely and
entirely destroyed, that it would
never be rebuilt. When God
spoke those words, nothing
could have been much farther
from the truth. It was a flourishin g, progressive, populous
city. However, Nebuchadnezzar,
the king of Babylon, besieged
the city of Tyre, threw up an
economic blockade around the
city and besieged it for thirteen
long years.
We are so used to fast movements in war, such as we noticed in World War II when nations were overrun within a
few days' time, that it would
seem to us an exceeding slow
•••••
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process to think of an army encamping round about a city,
with an economic blockade
about that city so that none
could come and none could go
from the city for thirteen years.
It would indicate that the city
was well supplied with food and
that they were well supplied in
every respect that they could
withstand a siege of thirteen
years.
Finally, when their provisions
ran out, so history says, Nebuchadnezzar was able to batter
down the walls and enter the
city, but when he had gained
admission into the city, he found
that the king and his people,
under cover of darkness, had for
weeks been moving the wealth
and the riches and all that they
possessed from the city on the
mainland to an island, half a
mile out in the ocean. They had
not only transported their
wealth and their provisions and
their commodities, but even the
people had been entirely and
completely moved to that island,
so that when Nebuchadnezzar
succeeded in battering down the
walls and the gates of the city,
all that he got for a thirteen
year siege was a deserted city,
without a single inhabitant in
it and without any wealth that
might fall into the hands of the
Babylonians. In his rage and in
his anger, Nebuchadnezzar demolished the palace and destroyed the main buildings of the
city, and marched away, having
thus despoiled and destroyed
the city of Tyre on the mainland.
The king of Tyre, realizing
that it would be a tremendous
task to rebuild the city on the
mainland, decided that since
they were already living upon
this island half a mile in the
ocean, a n d since they would
have to rebuild the city on the
mainland, that they might as
well build the city on the island and thus have more security by having water all
around them. Accordingly, the
king of Tyre and his people forgot about the city on the mainland and built the city on the
island a half mile out in the
sea.
That king died, and other
kings came and died. 240 years
passed by and Alexander the
Great had become the dominant
world figure. Nebuchadnezzar,
as the king of Babylon, had
passed off the scene. The Medes
and the Persians had arisen and
they had been destroyed. Now
the world emperor was Alexander the Great.
Alexander t h e Great called
upon the island city of Tyre and
asked them to allow him to
worship within the gates of the
city. They knew that if they
allowed Alexander the Great to
worship within their gates, he
would bring a tremendous host
of his people with him; and once
they were inside the gates and
saw the beauty and the wealth
of the city, he would not stop
with just worshipping with
them—he would ask of them the
treasures of the city of Tyre.
Accordingly, they refused Alexander the Great the permission
to enter into the city to worship,
with the result that Alexander
then decided to build a causeway from the mainland to the
island, over which he would
lead his soldiers and destroy
that island city of Tyre.
Alexander the Great went
into that demolished city on the
mainland and picked up the
stones and the timber of all the
houses that Nebuchadnezzar had
destroyed, and then tore down
the houses that Nebuchadnezzar
had not touched, and cast all
this into the ocean. Evidently
the material became scarce, for
the Word of God indicates that
they even scraped up the dust
and cast it into the ocean and
built a causeway from the main-

land to the island over which
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Babylon was little by little
transferred from Babylon to Selucia, and ultimately Selucia received all the glory that formerly had come to the city of Babylon.
In Christ's day, even by the
time that Christ came to Bethlehem, the city of Babylon was
inhabited by only a handful of
Jews, and in just a few years
after the Lord Jesus Christ went
back to Glory, there was scarcely 500 people, so history says,
that lived within the city of
Babylon. History tells us that by
the year 1200 Babylon was completely deserted, so that no one
has lived there since.
I talked to a man some twenty years ago who had been making an expedition to Palestine
and ancient Biblical cities every
year for a number of years. He
was the head of an archaeological expedition. He told me
that the city of Babylon was
inhabited by asps and serpents
to such an extent that it was
almost an impossibility for a

man to go there. He told me
that on the last trip that he
made to the city of Babylon
that the first thing that greeted
him as he approached the city
was a jackel that barked from
one of the houses, and that as
he drew near to the city a flock
of owls flew from a clump of
bushes within the city. Then as
he came closer unto it, three
lions darted out from a section
of the city and that he shouted
at them, and they passed out
of sight in the distance.
Beloved, what God said concerning this city of Babylon has
come to pass. It has plenty of
inhabitants — not human, but
plenty of inhabitants — asps,
serpents, owls, jackels, lions
and wild beasts. This man of
whom I spoke, told me that even
the Arabs refused to dwell
nearby, because they said the
city is haunted and they refuse to camp near to the city
of Babylon.
Oh, can it be possible that
that city which was so great

that it had walls so large that
chariot races could be held on
the top of those walls—can it
be possible that that city came
to so complete a destruction!
My brother, it did, just like God
said that it would.
CONCLUSION
I have shown you this evening•from the Word of God the
prophecies concerning Tyre and
Sidon, the prophecy of the Philistines, and the prophecy concerning Babylon. If I had the
time to do so, I might discuss
prophecies relative to Egypt,
prophecies concerning the Moabites and the Ammonites and
the Edomites, and show you that
God has kept His word concerning these prophecies just as
He has kept His word concerning these cities that I have discussed tonight.
Beloved, the God who spoke
to Tyre and said, "I am going to
destroy you and you will never
be rebuilt," the God who spoke

concerning Sidon and said, "I
am going to scar you by wars
and yet you will continue," the
God who spoke concerning the
Philistines and said that they
would be driven completely out
of existence, the God who spoke
concerning Babylon and declared that that city would be
inhabited by wild beasts and
birds — that same God still
speaks to you and to me. His
word is just as much alive today as it was then. His word
is just as much alive today as
when He spoke it.
Listen, sinner friend, what
does God say to you?
"Though hand join in hand,
he shall not be unpunished."—
Prov. 16:5.
Listen again:
"For all have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God."
—Rom. 3:23.
He tells you what your destiny is going to be. He tells you
where you are going to spend
your eternity, for He says:
(Continued on page four)
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(Romans 1:20-21). Communists
and other unbelivers become
!worse and worse unless the
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because ye are not my sheep,
as I said unto you."(John 10:26).
Jesus said, "My sheep hear my
voice, and I know them, and
they follow me: And I give unto
them eternal life; and they
shall never perish, neither shall
any man pluck them out of my
hand. My Father which gave
them me, is greater than all; and
no man is able to pluck them
out of my Father's hand. I and
my Father are one." (John 10:
27 to 30). Of the Lord's people
the Apostle Paul wrote, "Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all Spiritual
blessings in heavenly places in
Christ: According as he hath
chosen us in him before the
foundation of he world, that
we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love."
(Eph. 1:1-4). The many very apparent faults, failures, and
weaknesses of Churches, Missionaries, Ministers, Teachers
and Pastors are, no doubt,
stumbling blocks. But the real
reason for Atheism is that those
who continue in unbelief are not
the Lord's sheep.
Unbelief of Communists, and
other unbelievers is but the outward manifestation that they
are like corrupt trees which cannot bring forth good fruit. They
cannot seek the honor and glory
of God but only their own and
honor one of another. Every
thing is done for self. I fear
that when we have to do even
with those who are in our
Churches, who manifest continuous selfishness, we are dealing
with people who have come in
unaware and are not genuine
believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ. Jesus said this to some,
"How can ye believe, which
receive honour one of another,
and seek not the honour that
cometh from God only?" (John
5:44).
- People are Atheists, Infidels,
Communists, Unbelievers because as Jesus said, "No man
can come to me, except the
Father which hath sent me
draw him: and I will raise him
up at the last day." And he said,
therefore said I unto you, that
no man can come unto me, except it were given unto him of
my Father." (John 6:44-65). I
fear there are many who have
been unduly urged to accept,
decide, or to do some other
thing that lies in their own
power, which when it is finally
put to the test will be found
spurious. Jesus said, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and
are heavy laden, and I will give
you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn of me; for I
am meek and lowly in heart: and
ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light." (Matt.
11:28 to 30). "All that the Father
giveth me shall come to me; and
him that cometh to me I will
in no wise cast out." (John 6:37)
Those who are still in unbelief, Atheists, Infidels, Communists and so many who are not
interested, are still "Dead in
trespasses and sins." (Eph. 2:
1-5). That is the natural condition of man, the condition in
which he comes into the world,
and of all who continue that
way it is written, "But the natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God: for
they are foolishness unto him:
neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned." (I Cor. 2:14).
Jesus said, "But he that shall
endure unto the end, the same
shall be saved. And this gospel
of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness
unto all nations; and then shall
the end come." (Matt. 24:13-14).
He also said, "And shall not
God avenge his own elect, which
cry day and night unto him,
though he bear long with them?
I tell you he will avenge them
speedily. Nevertheless when the

Son of man cometh, shall
find faith on the earth?"
18:7-8).
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