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He sleeps a Christless sleep;
Above him the eternal cloud,
Beneath, the fiery deep.
Laid in a Christless tomb,
There bound with felon-chain,
He waits the terrors of his doom,
The judgment and the pain.
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Peculiar People
(Continued from page one)
of heaven in this world who are
responsible to the Head, Jesus
Christ.
The invisible church is a medley of contradiction. The Mormans with their doctrines; the
Catholics with their wafer god;
Episcopalians and their sacramental rituals; Universalists and
their no-hell doctrine; the Presbyterians and unconditional decrees; Methodists with their apostasy; Campbellites and baptismal regeneration; and Baptists with their close communion
a r e all supposedly resting
peacefully in t h e invisible
church.
I, too, once believed this rot
but (Acts 10:28) "God hath
showed me" how different from
all of this is His idea of a
church.
Many are the forces that contribute to this Universal idea.
It started with the Catholics, as
they wished to rule them all.
Protestants clung to it as they
cannot trace back to the time
of Christ so must get back there
invisible. Many Baptists have
copied it from these because
they were afraid of public opinion.
Why should a church be called
His that has repudiated the
government given by our Saviour; who has neglected and
rejected the great commission;
or who has changed the ordinances.
The church that is His is the
Baptist Church, and Missionary Baptist if you please.
This church is peculiar in the
many names that she is called.
She is not likened unto them but
in reality she is called the
,"Bride of Christ" the "Body of
our Lord", "A Lampstand",
"The Pillar of Truth", and "The
Temple of God."
She is a peculiar church for
whom Christ has a peculiar
love, in whom He takes a peculiar delight, to whom He grants
a peculiar nearness to Himself,
and to whom He bestows peculiar blessings on them and
makes peculiar provisions for
them now and in eternity. She
is a peculiar church which He
has purified unto Himself for
His own use and service, for
His pleasure and delight, and
to His glory that she might be
made ready for Him to have the
marriage between Him and her
consumated, and that she might
be presented to Himself a glorious church without spot or
wrinkle.
This church is distinct and
separate from all others in this
life and in the life to come and
is an excellent and valuable
church as the word signifies.
71 P. Hunt says: "The Baptist
faith is radically and fundamentally different from all others.
On this ground alone can their
continued separate existence be
justified." Not only is their
faith different from all others
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At the Detroit River Association, Bro. Sadler preached the
sermon of this issue. We a r e
happy to share it with our readers.
• ";""
but it is far above and beyond
all others. It is our peculiarities
that are our glory and' that
which we ought to glory in because they are God given.
The one thing that makes
Baptists peculiar is this: "WE
HOLD TO SOUND DOCTRINE."
Paul told Titus (Titus 2:1)
"But speak thou the things that
become sound doctrine"; (Titus
2:7) "In doctrine showing uncorruptness." To Timothy (2
Tim. 2:16) "Shun profane and
vain babblings." In the book of
Hebrews (Heb. 13:9) he writes:
"Be not carried about with divers and strange doctrines." Baptists hold to these scriptures
but we give' God the glory for
it is by the Grace of God and
not our own that we stand fast
in the doctrines. Paul said (Gal.
1:8-9): "There is only one Gospel." John said (2 John 9:10):
"Receive no other." We are to
receive and believe only these
doctrines that God has given
even though angels preach
them.
Paul gives us an outline of
this work in Romans 8:29-30:
"For whom He did foreknow,
He also did predestinate to be
conformed to the image of His
son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.
Moreover whom He did predestinate, them He also called;
and whom He called, them He
also justified: and whom He
justified, them He also glorified." Again in Acts 20:2, Paul
gives us a summary of what
to preach: "Repentance toward
God and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ." I believe in unconditional election and conditional salvation. The condition
of salvation is preaching of the
gospel and sanctification of the
spirit.
Sound doctrine is the fountain,
and morality is the stream.
Christians that are taught the
doctrine result in good living
Christians. They are well fed
and are strong to overcome the
Devil and his evils. They have
a source of power from God
because they are not only
known of Him but know Him
and His ways. In Titus 2:10, we
are told to "Adorn the doctrine."
As the Gospel is His doctrine
we are to adorn it by first believing and receiving it and
then to profess it, to hold fast
that profession, and to walk
worthy of it. Oh! how sweet and
pleasant, how healthy a n d
nourishing is His doctrine. It
is the milk for the babes, and
meat for the men. It is food
for faith and it nourishes up to
eternal life. It is to be spoken
openly and publicly, fully and
faithfully, with great plainness
and evidence that it may be understood and known to all. We

are to preach it with much certainity, without hesitation, with
all boldness, not fearing men, or
seeking to please them. We are
to give it forth constantly and
continually, in season and out of
season. We are to adorn the doctrine so that it might glorify
Him and that it might be for
the good of man.
Sound doctrine is a form never to be departed from but it
is to be held fast not only
in the head but in the heart also. It is to be held on to for
there is danger in dropping it.
The temptations that are around
us are ever ready to destroy it.
The reproach and persecutions
are apt to make us turn. The
sleight of false teachers are apt
to deceive us if we once become
lax in the soundness of God's
precious doctrines.
We are to hold to it without
corruptness (Titus 2:7). As it
was delivered by Jesus and the
apostles pure and incorrupt so
are we to keep it. It was free
from error and heresy
and every mixture and invention of man, so keep it so.
It was delivered with all integrity and uprightness of the
soul, do thou likewise. Beware
of strange doctrines which are
not to be found in the Word of
God or in agreement with
Christ. The doctrines of the
Scriptures are uniform and of
one piece while the doctrines
that are strange are of a variety and great multitude. They
differ with each other as well
as they differ with the true
one. Many are their rites, ceremonies and traditions which
are never taught of God.
Wherever the Bible is obeyed Baptist go and grow' and
glow. Presbyterians and Episcopalians grow on education.
Methodists and Holiness live on
emotionalism. Catholics reach
their glory and power where
ignorance abounds and force has
sway. But Baptists growth rests
upon information, inspiration,
evangelization, and indoctrination as our four corner stones.
The Bible is a Baptist book;
written by Baptists, for Baptists and to Baptists.
BAPTISTS ARE PECULIAR
IN GOD'S DOCTRINE OF
GRACE
The prince of preachers (C. H.
Spurgeon) said that grace was
the morning and evening star
of our experience. Grace puts
us in the way, helps us by the
way, and takes us all the way."
Baptist are the only people that
I know of, that do not mix
works with grace in salvation,
yet they are the workingest people in the world for God. Yes,
there are many that do claim
that they do not mix works and
grace but their actions are far
from their words. It was Baptist that stayed to hear and feed
upon the doctrine of election,
effectual calling, and the sovereinty of God after the five
thousand had eaten of the
loaves and fishes.
Many are these doctrines of
the Grace of God of which a
few we will name. They include
the doctrine of the trinity of the
God-head and the love of these
three to the elect. The covenant
of Grace and how it is transacted by personal and eternal election in Christ and His suretyship engagements for the elect.
It tells of the state and condition
of man by the fall through sin;
how sin was imputed to Adam's
posterity; how man received his
corrupt nature through him; and
how that man is altogether impure, and impotent of any
scriptural good. It includes particular redemption through
Christ; satisfaction of sin by His
sacrifice; and how there is full
and free pardon by his blood. It
goes into detail to include justification by His imputed right-
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that the great land in
we live has her constitubased upon the same prinof government as the
ut Church. Thomas JefferWhen aske& what type of
r.hrnent was needed in the
Illes said: "Let us pattern
government after the govent of the Baptist
ehes." He was not a Bap. t he had attended many
bu
meetings and could see
Wisdom of God in the kind
overnment He had instituted
s church. Let us never be
of entering into any
e that will destroy this
arity of Baptists. They are
r legislative but are always
,,.trve in carrying out His
To make laws is legislative.
has all the plans and laws
erning the church done and
are not to change but see
are carried out.
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IN THEIR OFFICERS

ifest at once was at a Baptist
baptismal service; when John
the Baptist baptized our Lord.
Jesus walked 60 miles to submit
to John's baptism. God calls us
peculiar according to His definition. (excellent). Baptists believe in the immersion in water
of a saved individual by a Baptist church for the purpose of
showing to the world that he
has been cleansed by the saving power of Christ's blood; to
picture Christ's burial and
resurrection and as an entrance
into Christ's church. Everybody
will accept Baptist baptism.
There is no baptism unless it is
Baptist baptism. Baptists believe
in close communion (where only
one local body partakes together) because Christ Himself
instituted it that way. Close
communion isn't out of line with
good thinking for we only expect every one that partakes
with us to submit to the same
things that we do. It must be
good, for every one is always
trying to eat with us.
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IN THEIR MEMBERSHIP

, Baptist people recognize
The popular teaching that all
two kind of officers in their
,Ches. These are pastors and the saved people compose the
bs. The office of pastor is church is without Bible proof.
tns baPt
Pbellites t%rne as elders and bishops. Neither is it an infant membere is no difference in these ship. We believe every saved
it. EPise° :
confirtall g but only designate and person to be in the family of
the the work done by this God regardless of what church
nkled
agt Baptist churches are the or.organization he or she might
aen in it
hurches that have pastors belong to and that they are our
f the 11°
iare called of God and are brothers and sisters but not
do a°
atig in the will of the Lord. every one of the saved is a
Lt praise
Preacher is unwilling to member of a New Testament
way °f
.scriptural
baptism he is un- Church. We are not born into
)aptize
.148 to take any other teach- the church as so many people
tnto it',
Duilt Out 414 God's word. The commis- imagine but we are baptized
universti
given for us to follow into it as given to us in Acts
can,,
qastly.
He says: " Save be- 2:41, 47. We believe the church
is
;
baptism;
baptize before of Jesus to be composed of saved
nominat
, g the entirety of God's people but not all of the saved
egate Cit Worn
You can preach your life people. Those who teach that
an inde
to
call
pedo-baptists and they all saved people belong to the
was
ktt,shun God's Truths on other church that Jesus built have
)re
hurchest'l'oll4ries too, but Praise God! failed to recognize the meaning
stean preach the truth to of the word "church" and also
Dman
the liar 0144sts and they'll believe it. the work of His church and they
Na,olar God given duty to be are unworthy of being called a
Dpe but.
New Testament church. H. B.
f as it Is q4rast and willing to take all
said: "Church memberTaylor
can
we
that
kl's
•
so
Truths
and
irit
is
not left to your consciship
gainsayers
the
of
mouths
s past°1
1:11). We must never ence or your whims or to your
God arin
lori:t that the pastors are not reasonings; it is a matter of
LOt so
cardina,, Wise but are shepherds. Like- loyalty and obedience to Jesus
the deacons are not a con- Christ, who bought us and saved
the onlr
Y (ruling body) but are us by His own precious blood.
1
the
be
ttts
Conscience is not a standard of
a.ir type,
or wrong for any man, for
right
11A,,
oneSso
is a creature of
a
conscience
gTIST
PECULIAR
ARE
s His
education and needs teaching."
" THEIR ORDINANCES
TA/
If you are not a Baptist because
4rcti4 as Baptists have only two God's word teaches you to be
iURCP kci arices. They
are baptism then you ought not to be one. If
ENT
tIvo the Lord's Supper. In these you are not a Baptist then you
01q rdinances we have a corn- ought to be able to give scrip:
,
only PO
indepelld 6 A SPicture of the gospel. The tures why you are not one.
to ,t144 Supper picturing the
atic
44t,'I body and spilt blood
BAPTISTS ARE PECULIAR
?.ss of, tO Nktrg) of
IN THE PERPETUITY OF
our Lord and Sakill
baptism
THE CHURCH
Jesus
and
Christ
nd thew
1 41.8 the burial and resur‘
kttir,
e1)1,
octria,
In Matthew 16:18 Jesus prom- 1 of Him. In both of these
:
at bind
be the ises perpetuity to His church
must
there
gon"Ilees
5 6 ,•er
,
GO 95
adminis- when He said: "The gates of
the dt ,it0t Mode, proper
and the Hades shall not\ prevail against
'
"toot
design
Proper
33, the
tl' subject. In order to be it." Again in Matthew 28:20:
, the 0,
ttle ltt'al these four require- "I am with you always, even
of fus f
Pust be met. Baptists are unto the end of the world."
d
one e
41141Y people that meet God's Baptists were here first even
,
•orn
elnents in either ordin- though many won't admit it. It
Jesus" •
„N 13 Some may meet one or was a Baptist preacher that preal boade, • ut
none but Baptists meet pardd the material for the first
who
tt alt. We believe that bap- church and it was Baptists that
Dreceed the Lord's Supper were in that church that Jesus
?J
s
k,,the
ten
„
,refore one who hasn't built. When Jesus comes back
horitY oø
:ge s4'aPtized is not eligible for there will still be Baptist
US to ri
0 7r o1)1 1313er.
Baptists are the only churches here. It will be Bap-ist t1 fd • e„
Whose ordinances glorify tists that are waiting and watchto , 9 11144;i11
others tend to magnify ing for His return. It'll be Bapritual lei
all others have some of tists that are still preaching the
eware,
• i• llventions in them. Bap- truth when He comes again.
stick,'
the only people whose This church that Jesus built was
BaPti5 tt now'llees
bring them in closer not destroyed during the dark
union, 01
t• hsbiP with God. Baptists ages as a lot of people have been
ise
e only ones whose ordin- taught; neither was it swallowti/ters came from Heaven; all ed up by the Roman church
are man made. The only during that time but it has a
kt .,
Vee) '"e Q`qat
all three persons of history that runs parallel to this
ge th
°(1-head were made man- apostated church. This history is

N

) fiSD

negolot

t2:1,1

GHVING

aid old gentleman Gay
on a Thanksgiving
Day:
"If you want a good
time, then give something
So he sent a fat turkey
away."
to
And the shoemaker said: shoemaker Price,
"What a big bird! How
nice!
With such a good dinner
before me I ought
To give Widow Lee
the small chicken I
bought."
"This fine chicken, oh,
see!" said the sweet Widow
Lee,
"And the kindness that
sent it how precious to
me!
I'll give washwoman
Biddy my big pumpkin
pie."
"And, oh, sure," Biddy
said,
Just to look at its yellow "'tis the queeno' all pies!
face gladdens my eyes!
Now it's my turn, I
think, and a sweet ginger
cake
For the motherless
Finnigan children I'll bake."
Cried the Finnigan
"It smells sweet of children, Rose, Denny and Hugh:
spice, and we'll carry a
slice
To little lame Jake,
who has nothing that's
nice."
"Oh,I thank you and
thank you!"said little lame
Jake;
"What a bootiful, bootifu/,
bootiful cake!
And oh, such a big
slice! I'll save all the
crumbs,
And give them to each
little sparrow that
comes."
And the sparrows, they
twittered, as if they would say,
I.Bce old gentlemen
Gay: "On a Thanksgiving
If you want a good
Day,
time, then give
something away."

Vvi
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easily traced if you will but
follow the trail of blood that was
left during these years before
the reformation. These Baptists
were the millions of martyrs
who died during the dark ages
for the truth rather than to submit to the false doctrines that
the Roman church forced upon
mankind. We can go into the
annals of all great historians
whether they be Baptist, Catholic, or Protestant and we will
find their testimony as such. We
could quote many who acknowledge that the Baptists are the
only Christian community which
dates back to the time of the
apostles. Jesus promised that
His church would never enter
into the realms of the dead and
we find that He has never
broken that promise and that
He never will. As the material
dies that He has in His
churches He raises up others to
take their place so that His
church may live on. It is a great
thing to be numbered with the
saints of God but it is even
greater to be numbered with
those who have held .to God's
Truth and have never turned
away from those truths regardless of the cost.
BAPTISTS ARE PECULIAR
IN THE MISSION OF
THE CHURCH
The church was founded for
the purpose of saving lost men.
Jesus expressed this in the commission (Matt. 28:19, 20) which
He gave to the Baptist church
which He founded. It is put
here to impress upon men the
fact of the soul and the fact of
eternity. It has the same relationship to the world that a lifeboat and its crew has to a sinking ship. It is the light house
that guides the lost to a harbor
of safety. It is here to support
and uphold the Truth. If we
have not a competent body to
exercise discipline over its
members or jurisdiction over its
preachers there would be all
sorts of doctrines. It is a body
to carry out the work of the
Head, Jesus Christ. It is not
here to compete with the world
as a lecture platform or a social

uplift society but she is here to
release the Word of Truth to
the world. She must be missionary to the core and if she is not
then she is nothing. Her business is to guard and to administer the ordinances. Her business is to walk in holy separation from the world. She has
given her blood to attain religious liberty not only for herself
but for her enemies also. She
has never persecuted others yet
she has been the worst persecuted. Baptists are leaders in
this mission given to her; others
follow where she leads.
BAPTISTS ARE PECULIAR
IN THE PLACE PREPARED
FOR THEM
In John 14:1-6 Jesus told of
the many mansions in His home
but as He spoke to His church
He told them: "I go to prepare a
place for you." Already many
mansions but I'm going to prepare a special place for my
bride. My church is going to
have a distinct place made for
her. Baptists are honored even
as a bride is honored by having
a special place in relationship to
her husband. Christ will have
the marriage consumated between Him and His church that
she might rule and reign with
Him. John was given a vision of
the final abode of the church
and oh what a glorious position she will hold that day. We
ought to hold in mind our excellent place in eternity and walk
accordingly in this world .
In closing I'd like to remind
Baptists that they will have two
big accounts to settle at the
judgment bar. The first one is
for not going our fullest to make
Christians by giving out the
"Gospel of Grace." The second
one is for not doing our best to
make Baptists of all Christians.
Our Baptists are failing here.
The "mixed-multitudes" of Baptists are failing in this. Sad to
say but there are far too many
compromising pastors and unionistic evangelists that are failing to give forth as God directs
and will have to give even more
account for they are leading
others astray too.

A Mission Appeal
(Continued from page one)
His sovereign grace while praying with the Apostle John, `Even
so, come, Lord Jesus.' I was
persecuted in the States for my
stand, but that was nothing in
comparison with the way we
are getting it here; and this
principally from the missionaries of Richmond (Foreign
Mission Board of Southern Baptist Convention) and their stooges. They hate the teachings of
your book with an unholy hate.
The first and greatest error among them is that they deny
the verbal inspiration of the
Scriptures. A pastor in Campinas last night told me that the
verbal inspiration of the Scriptures is just another one of my
heresies. They have bitterly attacked the article on repentance
and faith and more severely attacked the doctrine of election,
which is only natural for one
who does not believe in the
verbal inspiration of the Scriptures. They are publishing in
the papers that the doctrine of
women's place in the church is
`Morrisism' and that I introduced it in Brazil, and they are
encouraging women to speak
publicly and to speak plenty.
The missionaries of Richmond
in Campinas go out and administer cake and grape juice in
mission points a n d private
homes, calling it the Lord's
Supper. Note well, these are the
missionaries that are being supported by good, sound Baptists
in Kentucky and elsewhere in
the South. . . . One of them,
preaching in Campinas, said:
'The bloody God of the Old
Testament is not our God.,
These same missionaries invite
Presbyterians and Methodists
into their 'pulpits and accept
members from the Campbellite
churches without rebaptism.
These are not idle words, but
are real facts concerning the
conditions here in Brazil and
(Continued on page four)
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A Mission Appeal
(Continued from page three)
the loseness of the Richmond
missionaries. To hear them talk
to others, they are very orthodox; but observe their practice
and you will find that they are
completely heretical. . . .Even
W. C. Taylor, the brother of the
late H. Boyce Taylor, is now
bitterly attacking our position
on the place of women in the
church by saying that we cannot bind twentieth century women to first century customs.
The above facts should be sufficient proof that there is crying need for the early publication of your book in Brazil.
In spite of all the persecutions, ridicule, and slander heaped upon us by our enemies, God
has abundantly blessed His
Word and the sheep are hearing and following. We have a
fine group of sound, evangelistic and missionary churches here
in Sao Paulo. They are not very
large and are being bitterly persecuted, but the persecution only
seems to make them more faithful. Also the persecution has
purified the churches and left
us with only the genuine Christians."
Yours in Christ,
Harold Morris.
Some time ago Brother Morris wrote out a statement of his
doctrinal views and closed with
the following declaration:
"I believe in the above principles with a deep conviction,
one I believe inspired of God,
and for these principles I am
willing to be a martyr if necessary. I may be burned at the
stake, ridiculed by the world,
or I may starve to death in the
wilderness of Brazil, but I will
not deny the above principles
for the praise of men."
Do you want to help such a
man advance the truth you believe in Brazil? He is not asking
for money for himself. He is
receiving his salary. He is asking for money to publish a book
that will greatly strengthen his
hands in contending for the once
delivered faith. Will you heed
his call? Send offerings either
to me or to Missionary Harold
Morris, Caixa Postal 269, Campinas, E. de Sao Paulo, Brazil.
Eventually a 11 contributions
will be reported in these columns. May God move the
hearts of His people in this
matter. Let it be borne in mind
by all that neither Brother Morris nor I will receive one penny
of profit from this undertaking.
All funds received through contributions and the sale of the
book above the cost of publishing the first edition in Portuguese will be used to publish a
second edition later.

Pleasing God
(Continued from page one)
and sacrifices for sin thou hast
had no pleasure."
If God was not pleased with
such good works of those Old
Testament priests, what right
have we to think that there is
anything that we can do that
will please Him? Those offerings and sacrifices did typify
Jesus Christ's redeeming work,
while our works often have no
kind of resemblance or reference to what He did.
In Isaiah 53:10 we read, "Yet
it pleased the Lord to bruise
Him; He hath put Him to grief."
This is what it took to please
God for the sin debt, the bruised
Christ. Look at Calvary and see
what pleased God. There He
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was forever pleased with reference to the debt of sin, and by
His grace He reckons Calvary's
full settlement to everyone who
believes on Him, Who not only
died for our sins, but rose again
the third day exactly as He said.
In the light of this truth, how
feeble and pitiable the best of
human works appear. How can
anyone dare offer to God his
own person, however much admired by men, or his own
works, however pleasing to
man they may be, as a substitute, or even as a "helper" for
Him "in Whom I am well
pleased?"
To please God for the sin
debt, it takes more than even
doing the things He says. If a
man were to do everything God
commands him to do, he still
would not please Him for his
sin debt. Nothing less than the
bruising on Calvary of the only
begotten Son of God could meet
the exacting demands of His
eternal law of righteousness.
Reader friend, may you rest
your eternal sin question upon
the work of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, "In Whom we have
redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace"
(Eph. 1:7).—A. M. Overton.

When I Am Weak,
Then Am I Strong
(Continued from page one)
cause of our own failure, weakness, sin, frustration, lack of
obedience or surrender. And
looking back as this life on earth
draws to a close, it appears that
so little has been accomplished.
It seems that most effort has
been crowned with futility.
many are striving for the mastery, but though we some times
feel we have tried to do our
best, nothing much has come
of it. But as we weep because
of failure, we are comforted by
what is written. "Depart from
me, all ye workers of iniquity;
for the Lord hath heard the
voice of my weeping. The Lord
hath heard my supplication; the
Lord will receive my prayer."
(Psalm 6:8-9).
"Weeping may endure for a
night, but joy cometh in the
morning."
Prayer may sometimes be but
the groaning which cannot be
uttered. Even when we are at
our best and sincerest in prayer, we do not know what we
should pray for as we ought.
But the Lord has made provision for this too. In the light of
this, that we do not know, it
would seem wrong for us to
come to the Lord with written
prayers, carefully thought out
before. Some advise Pastors not
to lead in public prayer without
careful preparation and rehearsal. Millions use Prayer BOoks
from which to read to the Lord.
All this must be very displeasing to our Father in heaven
and our Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ. The apostle Paul wrote,
"Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know
not what we should pray for
as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us
with groanings which cannot be
uttered. And he that searcheth
the hearts knoweth what is the
mind of the Spirit, because he
maketh intercession for the
Saints according to the will of
God." (Re. 8:26-27).
Prayer may some times be but
the sighing of the needy. "For
the oppression of the poor, for
the sighing of the needy, now
will I arise, saith the Lord; I
will set him in safety from him
that puffeth at him." (Psalm 12:
5). There are more who are
needy than there are that have
sufficient. If the needy will look
to the Lord, they have His pro-

mise He will provide. It is not
that the Lord always keeps our
larders well filled for then we
might never learn our real dependence upon Him. While Moses led Israel through the wilderness, the Lord some times permitted His people to hunger and
thirst that He might teach them
great lessons, "That man cloth
not live by bread only, but by
every word that proceedeth out
of the mouth of the Lord doth
man live." (Duet. 8:3-4). But
while the Lord in His great
mercy kept them from going
back to Egypt, He fed them with
Manna which was perfect food
and typical of Christ the true
bread from heaven. The lesson
the Lord taught Israel in the
wilderness is so important that
our Saviour in His temptation,
answered and said, "It is written, Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that
proceedeth out of the mouth of
God."
It seems so hard for us to
learn this lesson. How much easier it would be for all the Lord's
people if we could practice what
Jesus taught. "Therefore take no
thought, saying, What shall we
eat? or, what shall we drink? or
wherewithall shall we be clothed? For after all these things do
the Gentiles seek: for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye
have need of all these things.
But seek ye first the kingdom
of God, and his righteousness;
and all these things shall be added unto you." (Matt. 6:31 to 33).
How good it is that our Saviour
taught this and we know it is,
literally true. It will come out
just as He taught. May the Lord
help us to rely entirely upon
Him and remember He loves to
hear "the sighing of the needy."
But we have needs far more
important than food and garments or other material things.
Our greater needs are those of
our souls. Mental, moral, and
spiritual needs are our deeper
necessities. Of these there is
abundance for all who experience, "the sighing of the needy."
"Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled."
(Matt. 5:6).
"Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places
in Christ." (Eph. 1:3). We are
thankful there are those who
experience their moral, mental
and Spiritual needs. "Blessed are
the poor in spirit: for their's is
the kingdom of heaven. Blessed
are they that mourn: for they
shall be comforted." These often
may not know just what their
deepest needs are and they especially do not always know
what to pray for as they ought.
But, "The sighing of the needy,"
is pleasing to the Lord. He will
hear and help though we cannot go farther than to sigh with
a longing heart."
Prayer may sometimes be but
the look of faith. Jonah was one
of the Lord's prophets, but very
wilful and, disobedient. The Lord
sent and commissioned him to
go to the wicked city of Nineveh, but Jonah refused and
went in the opposite direction.
We all remember what took
place. It was not until he had
been swallowed by the great
fish that he really prayed. His
situation seemed hopeless and he
remembered it was because of
his own sin of disobedience. He
could not have found fault if the
Lord had permitted him to miserably perish. But he was really
humbled and said, "I am cast
out of thy sight; yet I will look
again toward thy holy temple."
We remember how the Lord
took notice of Jonah's look of
faith. He not only prayed but
also remembered the prayer of

Solomon in his prayer of dedication. The stipulation was that
when the people of Israel should
be in captivity or otherwise out
of their land, when they prayed
they should open their windows
in the direction of the temple,
the Lord's house in Jerusalem.
Jonah had no window but in his
heart he turned toward God and
toward the Lord's House. He
looked with the look of faith
and the Lord saw. How the angels in heaven must have rejoiced over one sinner who repented, looked and was lightened.
"They looked unto him, and
were lightened: and their faces
were not ashamed. This poor
man cried, and the Lord heard
him, and saved him out of all
his troubles. The angel of the
Lord encampeth round about
them that fear him, and delivereth them. 0 taste and see that
the Lord is good; blessed is the
man that trusteth in him. 0
fear the Lord, ye his saints: for
there is no want to them that
fear him." (Psalm 34:5 to 9).
Prayer may some times be but
the breathing that cries. Jeremiah is called the weeping prophet. The great sorrow of God
because of the waywardness of
His people Israel was wrought
by the Spirit of God in the heart
of Jeremiah and expressed in
Lamentations. He writes,
"Mine enemies chased me sore,
like a bird, without cause. They
have cut off my life in a dungeon, and cast a stone upon me.
Waters flowed over mine head;
then I said, I am cut off. I called
upon thy name, 0 Lord, out of
the low dungeon. Thou hast
heard my voice: hide not thine
ear at my breathing, at my cry.
Thou drewest near in the day
that I called upon thee: thou
saidest, Fear not." (Lam. 3:52
to 57). No prophet was more
mistreated than Jeremiah. They
even threw him into a pit filled
with mire and slime in which he
nearly lost his life and where
he could have done no more
than just breathe. But while he
breathed he cried unto the Lord
arid the Lord heard and helped.
He was drawn up out of the pit
and his life was preserved. It
seems that at present, many professing Christians cannot be satisfied with what is sound and
serious but even services of
worship must take on the appearance of worldly amusements.
What will the Lord say when
He comes one of these days and
finds us so loud and boisterous?
"Even so, come, Lord Jesus."
Prayer may some times be
panting and thirsting for God.
"As the heart panteth after the
water brooks, so panteth my
soul after thee, 0 God. My
soul thirsteth for God, for
the living God: when shall
I come and appear before God?
My tears have been my meat
day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where is
thy God?" (Psalm 42:1 to 3).
The climax of our Saviour's suffering on the cross occurred during the hours of darkness when
He cried, "My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me."
(Matt. 27:45-46). He suffered
because, "All we like sheep have
gone astray; we have turned
every one to his own way; and
the Lord hath laid on him the
iniquity of us all." (Isaiah 53:6).
God is of purer eyes than that
he should behold iniquity. So
when our sins were laid upon
Christ, God must hide His face
from Him. Sometimes it seems
God hides His face from us for
a time. When He does so it is
because of our iniquities which
we have not confessed and forsaken. To the people of Israel
the Lord said that it was their
iniquities that hid His face from
them. When God for a time
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