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Conversion
converted, yet never make any
growth to speak of in the Chris-
tian life. They remain dwarfed
and stunted. They are spiritual
runts when they ought to be
vigorous, full grown Christians.
Assuming now that one has

been truly saved — truly born
again, what should that person
do? Let us think about this for
a few moments.
HE SHOULD HASTEN TO

CONFESS CHRIST AND BE
.BAPTIZED (see Acts 2:41). (See
also Rom. 10:9, 10; Luke 13: 8-
9). People who don't believe in
such a way as to induce them to

What?
confess Christ—it is doubtful if
they are saved. A truly saved
person wants the world to know
it.
HE SHOULD GLADLY TAKE

MEMBERSHIP IN A CHURCH.
On Pentecost the saved "were
added to the church" that same
day. Only by being a church
member can one do much to-
ward reaching other people. The
purpose of belonging to a church
is that one may join with others
in worship, fellowship, and in
the carrying on of Christ's work
in the world.

(Continued on page four)
l   

A WORD FOR THIS YEAR

"Y aCinz tlie id, (.1 elzanyz Ala" - ,Mal. 5:6.

There are changes on the ocean,
Tides go up, and tides go down;

Suns are sometimes Lright and smiling,

Sometimes storms and tempests frown.

But the Rock. from which the Lighthouse

Casts its constant rays around,

Is estalplisked "mid the Lillowc;
There no ch.nges will be founcl.

So we .reice the New Yec, tructing
I n that great assuring word,

As along the unknown future

l ti sweet echo will be heard.
There are changes in the .3.,:len,
. In the houceholci, cincl the sea,
eut in our eternal .r other,
Nought of change can ever 13e.

--W. H .
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THE TRUE BROTHERHOOD THIS WORLD NEEDS
father the devil, and the lusts
of your father ye will do. He
was a murderer from the begin-
ning, and abode not in the
truth, because there is no truth
in him. When he speaketh a lie,
he speaketh of his own: for he
is a liar, and the father of it."
(John 8:44). We must believe
what Jesus taught. There are
two brotherhoods in the world.
Of one, Christ is the elder Bro-
ther and God is the Father. The
other is the great mass of whom
the evil one is the father. These
can in no wise be united.

We are thankful for the bro-
therhood of those who do the
will of the Father which is in
heaven. At one point while
Jesus was talking to the people,
he was told that His mother and
brethren waited to speak with
him." But he answered and said
unto him that told him, Who is
my mother? and who are my
brethren? And he stretched
forth his hand toward his disci-
ples, and said, Behold, my moth-
er and my brethren! for
whosoever shall do the will of
my Father which is in heaven,
the same is my brother, and
sister, and mother." (Matt. 12:
47 to 50). Jesus loved His rela-
tives. But the true brotherhood
in Christ is of a higher order.
"For as many as are led by the

By HARM RUST
Worthington, Minn.

Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God." (Ro. 8:14)
THE TRUE BROTHERHOOD

ARE BRETHREN IN CHRIST.
We often say at the close of our
letters, "your brother in Christ,"
and it is a very proper express-
ion.. This is the only brother-
hood Christians should recog-
nize and belong to. Jesus was
instructing His disciples. He
spoke of the marks of Pharisees.
All their works they do to be
seen of men. They are especially
anxious to show their religious
zeal. They also love uppermost
seats in the synagogues, and
greetings in the markets and
to be called Rabbi. Jesus said,
"But be not ye called Rabbi:
for one is your Master, even
Christ; AND ALL YE ARE
BRETHREN." (Matt. 23:8).

THE TRUE BROTHERHOOD
A R E FIRST IN CHRIST'S
THOUGHT. Our Saviour had
told His disciples "Ye are my
friends, if ye do whatsoever I
command you. Henceforth I call
you not servants; for the servant
knoweth not what his Lord
doeth: but I have called you
friends; for all things that I
have heard of my Father I have

made known unto you." (John
15:14-15). It seems our Lord and
Master was drawing His beloved
disciples still closer and into a
more intimate relationship. Af-
ter His resurrection they are
even more precious. He said to
the women who had come to
the sepulchre "Be not afraid:
go tell my brethren that they
go into Galilee, and there shall
they see me." (Matt. 28:10). And
as His brethren, the disciples,
were first in His thought and
the only ones to whom He show-
ed Himself openly after His re-
surrection, so true believers and
followers of Christ have con-
tinued to be first in His thought
and ministry. "Wherefore he is
able also to save them to the
uttermost that come unto God
by him, seeing he ever liveth to
make intercession for them."
(Heb. 7:25). Brethren in Christ
are very precious to Him and
to each other.

THE TRUE BROTHERHOOD
ARE BRETHREN OF WHOM
CHRIST' IS NOT ASHAMED.
"For both he that sanctifieth and
they who are, sanctified are all
of one: for which cause he is
not ashamed to call them breth-
ren. Saying, I will declare thy
name UNTO MY BRETHREN,
in the midst of the church will
I sing praise unto thee." (Heb.

e/bie, 'first )aftist Iutjtt
0)41mo-aswo-ankrame.o4m.oimiwolowcseesoio4inwoimwo4maise.o.eme.oime.oinewm>0

"TRUE DISCIPLESHIP"
"From that time forth began

Jesus to show unto his disciples.
how that he must go unto Jeru-

salem, and suffer many things

of the elders and chief priests

and scribes, and be killed, and
be raised again the third day.
Then Peter took him, and began
to rebuke him, saying, Be it far
from thee, Lord: this shall not
be unto thee. But he turned,
and said unto Peter, Get thee
behind me, Satan: thou art an
offense unto me: for thou savor-
est not the things that be of
God, but those that be of men.

Then said Jesus unto his dis-

ciples, If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross, and fol-
low me. For whosoever will save
his life shall lose it: and who-
soever will lose his life for my
sake shall find it. For what is a
man profited, if he shall gain
the whole world, and lose his
own soul? or what shall a man
give in exchange for his soul?"
--Mt. 16:21-26.

Sometime ago I saw a set of
building plans unrolled for the

first time for the erection of a

building, and day by day I fol-

lowed along as the architect, the
contractor, and the sub-contrac-
tors carried out every one his
part of the work until that
building was all completed. I
remember particularly when
those plans were first unrolled
that they were pretty, clear,
bright—not an edge was broken,
and in contrast, when the build-
ing itself was finished, the plans
were soiled, faded, torn, and the
edges were broken. I thought
to myself, after all, the plans
had served their purpose. Even
though they are worn out, they

(Continued on page two)

2:11-12). While on earth Christ
continued steadfastly with His
disciples, humble fishermen. He
was clothed as they were, He
ate what they ate, He was with
the same people. He was con-
tinually providing, protecting,
instructing, defending and en-
couraging them. At no time did
He withdraw from them except
as He spent time alone in pray-
er. He did not seek friends that
were different. His disciples
were His all. Christ is now ex-
alted and God has given Him a
name that is above every name.
But though He is highly exalted
He is not ashamed to call us
"BRETHREN." We must not
be ashamed of Him or of true
"BRETHREN IN CHRIST."

THE TRUE BROTHERHOOD
ARE BRETHREN LIKE UNTO
WHOM CHRIST WAS MADE.
This may seem like a strange
statement at first. We under-
stand that we shall some day
be like Him when we shall see
Him as He is. But it is true that
in order to be a perfect Saviour
He was first made like unto His
brethren. "For verily he took
not on him the nature of angels;
but he took on him the seed of

Continued on page four)

cat
A DREAM AND
ITS MEANING

"There was a certain woman,
a member of a fashionable
church, who was prominent in
all social and charitable reforms
and movements, who dreamed
she died and went to heaven.
St. Peter passed her on to an
angel who was to escort her to
the place prepared for her. As
they passed along the streets,
lined on either side with such
mansions as called forth her
strongest exclamations of admir-
ation, she began to wonder
which of these was hers. They
came to one more beautiful than
the rest and she could not re-
press the question, "Whose house
is this?" "Robert McChesney's,"
answered the Angel.
"Robert McChesney, our gar-

dener?" "Yes,". "Why," said the
woman, "he will not know how
to act in such a place as this;
he was only a poor man on earth,
and while he was honest and

Continued on page four)
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had served their purpose, for
the building was then complete.

It is thus, beloved, so far as
the Word of God is concerned.
When you are saved, most peo-
ple buy shortly after, a new
copy of God's Word. It becomes
the blueprint for your life, and
as you search through the Word
of God for the plans of your
life, the Bible becomes consider-
ably worn, the gold wears off
the edges, the cover becomes
frayed, and many of the pages
become torn and the edges
thereof become tattered, but,
beloved, if that Bible serves its
purpose and you grow and de-
velop as a child of God should,
then that Book has served its
purpose well for your life.
Let me remind you that the

message that I am bringing to
you today is not a message that
has been hastily thrown togeth-
er, nor is it a message that has
been prepared in a little, short,
brief season of study. Instead,
beloved, the message that I am
bringing to you is one that has
been prepared over a long pe-
riod of time and has been pre-
pared in the course of the wear-
ing out of the third copy of
God's Word that I have had.
What I mean to say is that
when I preach to you this morn-
ing relative to "True Disciple-
ship," what I have to say is not
that which has been prepared
hastily, but it is that which I
have thought about and medi-
tated concerning many, many
years.

WHAT IS DISCIPLESHIP?
If you will look in the dic-

tionary you will find that the
word "disciple" literally means
"a learner." Plato had his dis-
ciples. Demosthenes, Aristotle
and all the other Greek pagan
philosophers had their disciples.
Everyone who followed after
these pagan philosophers in the
past was a disciple of such a
philosopher. That is to say, he
was a learner and was being
taught by those philosophers.
The first meaning of the word

"disciple" actually is the word
"ldarner." If you are one of
Jesus' disciples, then that means
that you are actually learning
of the Lord Jesus Christ.
That doesn't mean, beloved,

necessarily that you are saved.
In fact, if you will read care-
fully through the New Testa-
ment, you will find that Jesus
spoke of some as being His dis-
ciples who were not saved. The
sixth chapter of the Gospel of
John tells us of a group who
were His disciples. They were
following after Him, but they
certainly had never been saved.
As long as He gave to them the
simple things, they could accept
it. As long as He fed them ml-

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER

PAGE TWO

MARCH 7, 1953

raculously and supernaturally,
they went along with Him as
His disciples. But in that same
sixth chapter of John, Jesus
preached that marvelous sermon
on the Bread of Life. In that
sermon He bore down on some
of the strongest doctrines of the
Word of God. He talked about
total depravity and total inabil-
ity of man to save himself. He
talked about the sovereignty of
God and the election of God—
that God had elected unto sal-
vation those who were totally
unable to save themselves. He
talked about justification by
faith. He spoke much and often
about the security of the saved.
These four great doctrines were
emphasized again and again and
again.

In this same chapter we read:
"From that time many of his

disciples went back, and walked
no more with him."—John 6:66.

They were His disciples and
they were learners, but they
were not saved. They turned
back; they would not continue
to follow Him. From this Scrip-
ture you can easily see that a
man may be a nominal disciple
without ever being saved.
Though this is true, through

most of the Word of God when-
ever we read of a disciple, we
read about a man who is not
only saved, but one who is try-
ing to live his life for the Lord
Jesus Christ. Listen:
"When therefore the Lord

knew how the Pharisees had
heard that Jesus made and bap-
tized more disciples than John,
(Though Jesus himself baptized
not, but his disciples,)"—John
4:1, 2.
You can see from this Scrip-

ture that the ultimate goal for
any disciple is that he be a be-
liever in the Lord Jesus Christ,
a devout follower of the Son of
God, and an ardent servant of
God's own dear Son. So when
I speak to you this morning
about your discipleship, I am
not speaking to that individual
who is unsaved, who is a learn-
er, but rather I am speaking to
that individual who knows the
Lord Jesus Christ as a Saviour,
who is God's child through
grace by faith, and who is living
his life to the best of his ability
as a servant of the Son of God.
If you are such this morning,
you are the man—you are the
woman that I am speaking to
today.

II

THERE ARE VARIOUS
KINDS OF DISCIPLES MEN-
TIONED IN THE BIBLE.

First of all, there are the
NOMINAL DISCIPLES. They
are saved, but they are merely
nominal Christians. They had
them in Jesus' day; we have
them today. You know the
crowd of whom I speak. They
live morally, they contribute to
the financial on-going of the
church, and they attend church
when it is convenient for them
to do so. To be sure, they don't
make any special effort. They
put no particular emphasis upon
the service, but when it is con-
venient for them to do so, they
will go to the house of God.
They show no deep sense of
consecration to the cause of the
Lord Jesus Christ. They show
absolutely no longing in their
lives to be more like JeSus.
They are just nominal disciples.
I am sure that we have mem-

bers in our church who they
themselves would admit that
they are only nominal disciples.
I am sure that we have those
who they themselves would
agree that this is their picture
and that so far as they are con-
cerned, with a magnifying glass
you couldn't even find a sincere
purpose revealed within their
lives in an attempt to be more

like the Lord Jesus Christ.
Then, beloved, as a second

group, there are the RASH DIS-
CIPLES.

"And a certain scribe came,
and said unto him, Master, I
will follow thee whithersoever
thou goest."—Mt. 8 : -19.
Here was a man who was a

rash disciple. He had heard
Jesus speak and he had been
impressed by what He said, and
immediately, without counting
the cost, without thinking about
it further, he rashly, impetuous-
ly, hastily said, "Master, I will
follow thee whithersoever thou
goest."

Oh, beloved, you know as
well as I that there are count-
less thousands of professing
Christians who would come
under this class, who are rash
disciples. They hastily, they
speedily, they hurriedly, they
rashly take their stand for the
Lord Jesus Christ, but, beloved,
they soon burn out so far as
their service for Christ is con-
cerned.
A little while ago, this morn-

ing between Sunday,School and
church services, I called one of
the members of our church and
insisted that she ought to be in
the house of God. She sleepily
pulled her head out from under
the covers to answer the phone.
She told me that she couldn't
be here this morning, for it was
too late then, and that she
would not be here tonight, for
she had the evening planned
out. Yet, beloved, I remember
as well as though it were yes-
terday when she literally ran
down this 'aisle, making a pro-
fession of faith. She rashly de-
clared her allegiance to the
Lord Jesus Christ. There isn't
a doubt in my mind but that
she is a saved woman. There
isn't a doubt 'in my mind but
that she is a child of God, even
though her life isn't counting
for the Lord as it should.

Then, beloved, there are the
SLUGGISH DISCIPLES.
"And he said unto another.

Follow me. But he said, Lord,
suffer me first to go and bury
my father."—Luke 9:59.
This individual's father was

not dead but was of an advanced
age, and evidently his death
was expected. He said to the
Lord Jesus, "After I get through
taking care of my father—after
I have looked after him—after
my material interests are all
ended, then I will come and fol-
low you." He was sluggish in
his discipleship.
Haven't you seen such indi-

viduals? One man said to me
a little while ago, "I am work-
ing just as hard as I can to get
my house paid for. I am holding
down two jobs at the present
time. I am really working be-
yond my physical endurance
and energy. When I get my
house completed and paid for,
I am going to start putting the
Lord first in my life." He was a
sluggish disciple.
Haven't you seen hadividuals,

beloved, who made a profes-
sion of faith who never were
baptized? I could show you in-
dividuals in this town who
claim to have been saved twen-
ty and thirty and forty years
ago, who never have followed
Jesus Christ in the waters of the
baptistry. We have one man
who worships with us Sunday
after Sunday, so regularly that
sometimes folk of the church
even think of him as a member
of the church. He claims to
have been a saved man for for-
ty years, but he never has fol-
lowed the Son of God in bap-
tism. He is a sluggish disciple.
Haven't you seen those in-

dividuals, beloved, who after
they are saved, follow our Lord
in baptism and then after their
baptism they cool off consider-

ably and become most sluggish
as to their church attendance
and their service for the Lord.
They make no effort to get out
to the house of God. So far as
they are concerned, they attend
the services only at their con-
venience. They are sluggish in
their discipleship.
I am not speaking of that

individual who perhaps has to
work and whose work keeps
him away from the house Of
God, but I am speaking of that
individual who has no earthly
excuse for staying away from
the services, and who only rare-
ly ever visits with God's own
people.
Then, b el o v e d, there are

SLEEPING DISCIPLES de-
scribed in the Word of God.
"And he cometh unto the dis-

sciples, and findeth them asleep,
and saith unto Peter, What,
could ye not watch with me
one hour?"—Mt. 26:40.
I am not speaking of that in-

dividual who falls asleep in the
house of God, or that one who
is worn and tired and couldn't
stay awake when he comes to
God's house, but I am speaking
of that person who today is
careless and is spiritually asleep.
Let me describe him to you.
When a revival meeting is be-

ing held, he becomes all en-
thused and never misses a serv-
ice. Two or three weeks follow-
ing the revival meeting he is
prompt and regular in his at-
tendance, without even missing
a service. Then, beloved, he be-
gins to get more careless as
time passes by, and when the
next revival meeting comes
around, he has to be warmed
over all afresh.
In my first pastorate I began

a revival meeting after I had
been there for about five
months, and on Monday night
of the revival meeting a man
came to the service and sat
well up to the front. As I
preached, he was all smiles to
me. You could tell that my
message was being warmly and
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deeply appreciated by hira.
ter the service was ove
came around and introd
himself and said, "I ara,
church clerk." I told him
glad to meet him beca
understood that we had on
though I had not met hioi
five months. On Tuesday
he was back in his place,
as I preached he nodded
head and smiled all the
On Wednesday night he
more pronounced in biS
sponse to the extent tilt,
would hear a little "Amen
from his lips occasiona/lY,'
Thursday night he was 5'
ing, and when the revival
to an end, he had been P
every night during the
ing. I said to one of the
bers of the church,
meeting has done nothing
it has at least uncovered a
man in our church clerk.'
following Sunday he was
ent, and I think that that
the last time that I saW
until the next revival rne
came around. I was paste

that church four years ,
was there for five anhuai
vival meetings. I saw that
warmed over five diffe
times, and I saw him cool
as quickly when the re,1
meetings came to an encl;
was what I would call a s'
ing disciple.
Then, beloved there are C

ARDLY DISCIPLES spoke
in the Word of God.
"And they all forsook

and fled."—Mark 14:50.
If you will read the v,

just before this and will SI
the context, you will find,
it is speaking about Jesus
ciples. It tells us that 1-lis
ciples in cowardice forsook
and fled.

Is it possible, beloved,,
there can be today in this
em twentieth century the
terpart of these individtialS
cowardly disciples? There
individuals who believe

(Continued on page thre`
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Have You Disappointed Jesus?

"I came to your Church last Lord's day,
I walked up and down the aisle;

I noticed your seat was vacant,"
Said the Master with kindly smile.

"Yes, I was home," I answered,
"Some folk in a neighboring way

Drove over for a week-end visit,
So we stayed 'round the house all day.

"Oh, I had an awful headache,
I had a roast in the pan;

Or we over-slept this morning
But I go whenever I can.

"Why I went to the morning service
Not over two months ago:

So much work must wait 'till Sunday,
There's no time for church you know.

The Master gazed at me sadly.
As he was about to speak;

"My child," He replied, "are there not
Six other days in the week?"

"If all of my other children
Should treat me the same as you;

My house would be closed — deserted,
Then what would lost sinners do?"

I saw I had grieved my Master,
As slowly he turned away;

And I vowed He'd not find me
Absent again on his holy day.

—Author Unknown
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Hell bath no fury like a zealot trying to prove a theory.
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if I speak to some-

0 would say, "Brother

Gilpin, that is me. I do believe
Him. I do believe He died for
my sins. I am His disciples, but
I have never professed Him."
Man, woman, you are the loser.
How much Joseph of Arimathea
and Nicodemus missed was ex-
actly what you are missing this
morning by being a secret dis-
ciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Then, beloved, notice that in

the Bible there are those dis-
ciples who are SPIRIT-FILLED.
"And the disciples were filled

with joy, and with the Holy
Spirit."—Acts 13:52.

Beloved, that is the goal you
and I ought to strive for. That
ought to be the goal that you
have in mind today. It ought to
be your desire to be a spirit-
filled disciple of the Lord Jesus
Christ. As I have said, there
are various kinds and types of
disciples. You, ought not be sat-
isfied to be a nominal disciple.
You ought not be satisfied to
be a rash nor a sluggish nor a
sleeping disciple. You certainly
shouldn't be satisfied to be a
cowardly nor a secret disciple.
Instead, beloved, you ought to
be satisfied with nothing less
than to be a spirit-filled dis-
ciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.

III

THE WORD OF GOD GIVES
US SOME CHARACTERISTICS
OF A SPIRIT-FILLED DIS-
CIPLE.
In the first place, he is one

that is persistent in the service
of the Lord. I mean to say, be-
loved, he doesn't give up. He
doesn't just go along for a, little
while and then all of a sudden
quit taking part in any activity
in the house of God. Listen,
beloved, a spir4-fil1ed disciple
is one that is persistent and
keeps going in the service of the
Lord.
"Then said Jesus to those

Jews which believed on him, If
ye CONTINUE IN MY WORD,
then are ye my disciples in-
deed."—John 8:31.
Of whom is He speaking? It

is not the man who is rash. It
is not the man who sluggishly
follows along. It is not the man
who is asleep and has to be
warmed over. It is mot the man
who Th cowardly and afraid to
take his stand for Jesus. It is not
the man who is a secret disciple
of whom Jesus is speaking.
Rather, beloved, He is talking
about the man who boldly, sin-
serely, takes his stand for the
Son of God and continues. I
tell you, beloved, a spirit-filled
disciple has the mark and the
characteristic of persistency.
In the New Testament Paul

wrote to young Timothy:
"For Demas hath forsaken*

me, having loved this present
world, and is departed unto
Thessalonica; Crescens to Gala-
tia, Titus unto Dalmatia." —
II Tim. 4:10.

Notice that Demas had turned
back; he wasn't persistent. If
you will read the story of De-
nies as spoken of in the Word
of God, you will get a hint that
Demas for a while was a good
disciple, but he finally turned
back.
I wonder how many Of you

ever read Bunyan's "Pilgrim
Progress." If you have, you will
recall the time when Christian
fell into the Slough of Despond-
ency. I have been there, haven't
you? Is there a child of God
here this morning who never
fell into the Slough of Despond-
ency? I don't believe so. I think
that there has come a time in
your life somewhere along the
pathway of life since you have
been saved, that you have been
despondent about the cause of
Christ. Well, in Bunyan's "Pil-
grim Progress," he has Christian
fall into the Slough of Despond-
ency, but do you know what
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side Christian got out on? Bun-
yan tells us that Christian strug-
gled around in that Slough of
Despondency for a long time,
but he said when he got out, he
got out on the side farthest
away from the city of Despair,
from which he was fleeing, and
nearest to the city of God, to-
ward which he was going.

Beloved, that is a mark of a
spirit-filled disciple. You may
get despondent, you may get
discouraged, you may get right
down there where Christian was
in the Slough of Despondency,
but when you get out, if you are
a spirit-filled disciple, you will
be out on the side the fartherest
away from the city of Despair
and nearest to the city
of God.

Another mark of a spirit-
filled disciple is that he wears
a badge of love.
"By this shall all men know

that ye are my disciples, if ye
HAVE LOVE ONE TO AN-
OTHER."—John 13:35.
I don't suppose I need say

that I am not a lodge man. I
think all of you know that to
be true, but I will pause long
enough to say that some folk
who are lodge men are very
proud of the badges that they
wear. Even this past week I
saw a man who had a square
and a compass tiepin. I saw one
fellow who was wearing a badge
of three links, signifying his
membership in the Odd-Fellow
Lodge. Each of these fellows Of
whom I speak are proud of the
badges that they wear.
Let me tell you, beloved, the

badge that a true disciple of
Jesus Christ wears is the badge
of love—love one for another.
I never had that so forcibly

expressed upon me as I did one
Sunday years ago when I was
preaching. During the services

one woman got up and walked
out of the building and slammed
the door as hard as she could.
I said nothing about it; I just
passed it by. After the services
were over that morning, a wo-
man, a dear saint of God who is
still a member of this church,
came to me and said, "Brother
Gilpin, what you said this morn-
ing made me just as mad as it
made her, but as I reflected up-
on it, I knew you were right, and
I love you because you had the
courage to say it." Listen, be-
loved, a spirit-filled disciple has
love for other disciples.

I remember reading some-
time ago how that Christians
were burned during the Dark
Ages and how on one particular
occasion as they were tied to
the stake and as the flames
were leaping about them, these
two individuals who were be-
ing burned threw their arms
around each other and kissed
one another as the flames de-
voured their bodies and their
souls went out to be with God.

The thing that impressed me
about it was this, that as those
pagans standing round about
saw these martyrs embrace and
kiss in the flames, it caused
them to say, "See how these
Christians love each other."
Brother, sister, I tell you this

morning, if you are a spirit-
filled disciple of the Lord Jesus
Christ, you are wearing that
badge of love. You love your
pastor, you love the members
of this church, you love God's
people, and you would rather
have fellowship with God's
people than with anybody else
in all this world.
Again, a spirit-filled disciple

is one that BEARS FRUIT.
"Every branch in me that

beareth not fruit he taketh a-
way: and every branch that

beareth fruit, he purgeth it, that
it may bring forth MORE
FRUIT." — John 15:2.

"I am the vine, ye are the
branches. He that abideth in
me, and I in him, the same
bringeth forth MUCH FRUIT:
for without me ye can do noth-
ing." — John 15:5.

Notice the three degrees of
fruit-bearing — fruit, more
fruit, and much fruit. Beloved,
a spirit-filled disciple is a fruit-
bearing disciple.

I'll never forget on my first
visit to Florida the impression
that it made on me when I saw
for the first time orange trees
laden with oranges. It was in
the harvest season and when I
first came to the section of
Florida where oranges were
growing profusely, it was near
sun-down and those golden
balls on the trees were shining
as the evening sun from the
west fell upon them. I don't
think anything has ever made
much more of an impression
upon me as I thought about
the harvest and the fruit that
was being borne there.
On another time I saw a

western wheat field of thous-
ands upon thousands of acres,
when in the harvest, just be-
fore the combines began to
reap, the heads of grain were
bowed heavy with weight. I
tell you, beloved, as I looked
upon those beautiful harvest
scenes, I though to myself, how
I would to God that I might
preach day by day as a spirit-
filled disciple that there might
be a harvest of' much fruit with-

(Continued on page four)
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The nearer you live lo the world, the less power you have over it.

STABBED AGAIN
BY THE LEADERS OF OUR DENOMINATION

WHAT THE BAPTIST SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD
TEACHES

"Certainly Jesus had known for years that he was God's
Son sent to earth in the form of a man to live as a man in
order that he might help human beings understand the Hea-
venly Father. But it is possible that Jesus had not decided how
best to go about his work. So after his baptism he retired to a
quiet place in the wilderness to think and pray things
through." —Intermediate Quarterly, Baptist Sunday School
Board's Southern Baptist Convention Series, October-Dec-
ember, 1952, page 5.

"True Discipleship"

(Continued from page three)
in my life.
A spirit-filled disciple bears

his cross whatever it may be.
Listen to the words of Jesus:
"If any man come to me, and

hate not his father, and mother,
and wife, and children, and
brethren, and sisters, yea, and
his own life also, he cannot be
my disciple. A n d whosoever
doth not bear his cross, and
come after me, cannot be my
disciple." — Luke 14:26, 27.

This doesn't mean that you
have to hate your loved ones,
but it does mean that your
love for Him is to be so much
greater than your love for your
loved ones that comparatively
speaking, you will hate your
loved ones. He means to say,
beloved, that your love for Him
is to far transcend all earthly
love that you might have for
your family and for your friends
and for your wife. YOU have to
love Him to so much greater
extent than you love anything
else in this world that your
earthly affections are but hate
as compared to the Heavenly
affbction whereby that you love
Him. Beloved, if you are truly

a spirit-led disciple, you will
pick up your cross and follow
Him.
In history, I remember that

the Duke of Wellington said to
his soldiers one day, "When we
go forth to battle, you are to
follow me wherever I go."
Someone said, "But suppose
you fall in battle?" He said, "If
you are my soldiers, you will
follow me."

Brother, sister, listen, if you
are one of Christ's disciples, you
will take up His cross and fol-
low Him.

May God bless you!

After Conversion

(Continued from page one)
HE SHOULD TAKE HIS RE-

LIGIOUS OBLIGATIONS
MORE SERIOUSLY THAN HE
TAKES BUSINESS OR ANY-
THING ELSE (Ephes. 4:1). When
you see a person make a pro-
fession and join a church, then
never start into prayer meeting
or Bible School he will amount
to little. The new convert who
starts right in, and is present
at the regular meetings of the
church — who is willing and
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eager to serve in any right way,
will grow and develop and be
worth something.
HE SHOULD MAKE A

CLEAN BREAK WITH HIS
FORMER LIFE. "Old things"
should pass away. One need not
insult nor hurt former friends,
but if their way is that of dis-
sipation and worldliness, one
should let them know this: "I
cannot and do not want to go
that way any more." Nearly al-
ways a converted person can
win at least some of his for-
mer companions to Christ, if
he goes about it in the right
way.
HE SHOULD INVEST HIS

MONEY AND MEANS LIBER-
ALLY IN THE CAUSE OF
CHRIST (Acts 20:35). It is high-
ly inconsistent for one who has
been bestowing all on the Devil,
when he turns to Christ to re-
fuse to even share the tenth
with Him. The new convert who
gives little or nothing — who
fails to begin to invest in the
cause of Christ, will not make
much growth. Not less than one
tenth of one's income should go
into- the Lord's treasury con-
stantly and consistently. The U.
S. government allows us to de-
duct 20 per cent when we make
out our income tax report, for
religious contributions. Every
Christian should take advantage
of that allowed deduction. Just
as sure as a new Christian be-
gins to invest liberally in the
Lord's cause, he will come to
have a deep interest in it.

HE SHOULD START THE
HABIT OF WORSHIP IN HIS
HOME IF POSSIBLE. The Bible
should be read openly, and pray-
er should be offered daily. Also,
of course, there should be per-
sonal, private worship in addi-
tion. Multitudes of professing
Christians have no family wor-
ship. This usually happens be-
cause no worship habit is in-
stituted at the beginning of the
Christian life.
HE SHOULD START THE

PRACTICE OF SEEKING TO
WIN OTHERS. Of one of the
disciples we read, "He first find-
eth his own brother . . . and he
brought him to Jesus." Mere
"church work" is a poor sub-
stitute for winning others to
Christ. Everybody can win
somebody, if he will try hard
enough and long enough. This
involves prayer and patience and
effort, and above all, a consistent
Christian life and walk.

HE SHOULD FOLLOW
CHRIST IN A WORTHY
CHRISTIAN LIFE. "We ought
to walk even as he walked."
Our speech should be different
from that of unsaved people.
Our amusements should be dif-
ferent. Our habits should be dif-
ferent. We have Somebody to
live for and to honor, and we
should do it all the time.

sSISs,

A Dream

(Continued from page one)
a good worker, he never saved
anything, and his wife even took
in washing. My husband said,
though, that he might have been
rich, but he gave away nearly
all he earned." "Yes", said the
guide, "while he was poor in
earthly goods, there was never
a day but what he sent up soite
good deed or kind act to add to
his mansion here, and we always
build according to the material
sent up, and this home is the re-
sult of what Robert McChesney's
laid up in heaven". They passed
on to where the streets were
narrower and the houses plainer.
They paused before a small and
very plain cottage. "Whose
house is this?" the woman ask-
ed. "Yours", replied the guide.
"Mine! Why I cannot live in
such a place. I had an elegant
home on earth, kept three ser-
vants and entertained elaborate-

ly. What would my friends think
to find me in such a house? I
would be ashamed to be found
here." "Woman," said the angel,
"we always build according to
the material sent up, and we
have watched very carefully all
these years, and this is the very
best we can do with the material
you sent us."

—The Standard Bearer

Redeemed

(Continued from page one)
dishonored by man.
The law of God now restored

to honor the power Satan re-
pudiated, man was still under
the penalty which was death,
death being the result of sin.
Christ committed no sin so
death had no claim on Him. He
was the only person in the
whole universe that was quali-
fied to offer the proper sacri-
fice to God.

The Lord Jesus Christ met
the demand of the law in His
obedience in this world and He
met the penalty of the law in
His death on the cross, which
penalty was not His but ours.
Now if 'Christ paid our pen-

alty then certainly we have ac-
cess to God by faith in His Son.
(Eph. 2:8, I Pet. 2:24-25.)

TtO,

True Brotherhood

(Continued from page one)
Abraham. Wherefore in all
things it behoved him to be
made like unto his brethren,
that he might be a merciful and
faithful high priest in things
pertaining to Gad, to make re-
conciliation for the sins of the
people." (Heb. 2:16-17). He must
be a partaker of flesh and blood
like we are so that He could
take our place and be our sub-
stitute to bear our sins in His
own body on the tree. And then
too, because of perfect experi-
ences as a truly human being
He is able to understand, sym-
pathize and save. "For in that
he himself hath suffered being
tempted, he is able to succor
them that are tempted." (Heb. 2:
18).
THE TRUE BROTHERHOOD

ARE BRETHREN WHO PAT-
TERN AFTER CHRIST. "Where-
fore, holy brethren, partakers of
the heavenly calling, consider
the Apostle and High Priest of
our profession Christ Jesus; Who
was faithful to him that appoint-
ed him, as also Moses was faith-
ful in all his house." (Heb. 3:1-2)
We readily see that the brother-
hood of "Born again" believers
is entirely different and separate
from all other fellowships. They
are "Holy brethren". They are
separated unto God in Christ
Jesus. They are partakers of the
"Heavenly calling." This is a
heavenward calling of which
none other will ever know. They
have nothing to do with merely
human priesthoods or other man
made organizations. They have
just one "HIGH PRIEST of our
profession CHRIST JESUS."
We are to consider Him. He is to
be the all-sufficient one for us.
THE TRUE BROTHERHOOD

ARE BRETHREN WHO ARE
BEING CONTINUALLY
WARNED. We are so thankful
that the warnings in the script-
ures as well as the promises are
for those who are a part of the
true brotherhood. The world is
over run with man made organi-
zations, religious and otherwise.
They may sometimes use por-
tions of scripture and pretend
to appropriate promises but
none of the promises are for
them. True brethren in Christ
are thankful for the precious
promises and also for the warn-
ings of the word of God. "More-
over by them is thy servant
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