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might e ir.actically all professing
✓ tofarflrtristians
aa'•
profess to believe
oleafter at,tit salvation is by grace. You
hardly find a church memII of any denomination who
,1 out and out deny that salfar UP Oh is by the grace of God.
Bible so often declares,
I do,
salvation is by grace that
d of "
Men will boldly deny it.
the trouble is that many
k and speak of grace in
a way as to frustrate it.
grace they think and
%4It of is not grace at all. It
8° mixed with human works
Merit that it is (as Paul
;rani I )"no more grace."
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HOW DOES GRACE SAVE?

e one);At
"lere are some things of
'n a ae h that no human pen or
•11448h can do justice to—such
,he White Os as storms, rainbows,
acts, sunset s, icebergs,
‘'flakes, dewdrops, etc. BeGod made them, no man
t„ Properly describe them or
IZit them. And grace is somerest 7
4 in God that no human
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speaking and living. And none eternal joy. The sinner - deexcept the children of grace serves damnation; grace brings
will honor grace in thought salvation. The sinner deserves
death, even the second death;
and word and deed.
provided a substitute;
It was only after Saul of Tar- grace
the only begotten Son of
even
sus had been saved by grace
sinner deserves hell;
that he said, "By the grace of God. The
heaven. God is
grace
gives
God I am what I am." Paul
the God of all grace. We
thus gave grace the credit for called
his conversion. A great change are saved by His grace and not
had taken place in his thoughts by our graces. All the graces
and affections and ambitions, in men are the gift of the Grace
and he attributes this change to of God.
the grace of God. He once beHOW DOES GRACE SAVE?
lieved in salvation by works and
Before answering this quesprofited in the Jewish religion
above many men of his age, but tion we shall lay down some
it pleased God to call him by principles by which to reason:
1. Salvation by grace, deHis grace, and reveal His Son
Jesus in him (Gal. 1:14). He troys all room for human
once knew Christ after the boasting. No man is sound on
flesh and hated Him—he once grace who boasts of anything
had a carnal or fleshly concep- HE has ever done. If your
tion of Christ and looked upon idea of salvation leaves any
Him as an imposter and room for boasting you can be
boasted that he would be sepa- sure ,it is wrong. No man can
rated from Him; but since even boast of his repentance
grace wrought in his heart, he and faith for they are gifts of
delights to say, "For to me, to His grace. All our graces are
live is Christ." He was once fruit of the Spirit, originated in
ambitieus for worldly honors the grace of God.
and human praise, but since
2. Salvation by grace means
grace wrought his conversion
that God is to have all the
he was ambitious to be wellpraise for providing the Savpleasing to Christ.
iour; The Son is to have all the
praise for performing the work
WHAT IS GRACE?
of salvation; and the Holy
Grace has been defined as Spirit is to have all the praise
the unmerited favor of God, for causing us to trust the Savbut this is weak and inade- iour and appreciate His salvaquate. It has also been defined
as the favor of God to the illXri.X
deserving. This is better but
still not strong enough. Grace
OUR WEEKLY
RADIO PROGRAMS
is the salvation of the hell-deserving. Grace is an attribute
WIRO — 1230 On The Dial
in God; it is a principle in His
Ironton, Ohio
character that causes Him to
Sunday, 9:00 p. m.
give sinners the very opposite
WHJC — 1360 On The Dial
of what they deserve. The sinner deserves condemnation, for
Matewan, W. Va.
he has sinned; but grace gives
Saturday, 1;15 p. m.
justfication. We read in Rom.
WHTN — 800 On The Dial
3:24, "being justified freely
Huntington, W. Va.
(without cause) by His Grace
thru the redemption that is in Be A Missionary—
Christ Jesus," The sinner dePlease tell your friends and
serves eternal woe; grace gives neighbors about these programs.

What Constitutes The
Worship Of God?
ROY MASON,Tampa, Fla.
There is much misconception
as to what constitutes the worship of God. Many perhaps who
think that they have worshipped,
have not done so, in the sight
of God at all. We need to make
some careful distinctions here.
WORSHIP AND SERVICE
ARE DIFFERENT THINGS
There are employees who
serve a company, while at the
same time almost hating that
company. Likewise there are
persons who feel that they ought
to do certain things for God,
lest they be sent to hell, but
there is no love in their heart
for him whatsoever. Such never
worship him, although they
render a form of obedience. Love
and worship however should be
accompanied with obedience.

course giving may be accompanied by worship — and should
be, but giving is an external act,
while worship is internal.
INTONING LATIN THROUGH
THE NOSE, AND SINGSONGING RITUAL IS NOT THE
WORSHIP OF GOD
We have the specific command
not to try to be heard for our
"much speaking" and not to use

GIVING IS NOT WORSHIP

Eld. Roy Mason

Personally we don't like the
expression, "Let us worship the
Lord with the morning offering."
That sounds pious, but there
isn't much to the expression.
Often people give, who do not
worship God at all, and who
never have worshipped him. Of

"vain repetitions as the heathen
do." Ritual whether in Latin or
English is "vain repetition." Yet,
millions of people chant vain
repetitions and suppose that they
have worshipped God.
(Continued on pagejour)

tion.
, 3. Salvation by grace does not
give license to sin. He who justifies his sinning on the ground
that salvation is by grace, does
not have the grace of God in
him. The child of grace, you
may be sure, hates sin, strives
against it, and when he falls
into sin he forsakes and confesses it . . .
But back to our question:
HOW DOES GRACE SAVE?..
1. Grace does NOT save by
enabling us to perfectly keep
the law of God. By nature, and
of ourselves, we cannot keep the
law. Sin is natural to the natural man. Now if God should
put within us supernatural and
spiritual power, and eradicate
every vestige of our sinful nature, causing us to keep the
law, that would be grace indeed. It would be grace because it would be giving us that
which we do not deserve. But
this is NOT the way that grace
saves.

his first sin, and never sin
again, justice would condemn
him for that one sin.
(B) That would rob Christ
of any part of our salvation. If
grace saved us by making us
sinless in nature and conduct
then salvation would be by
grace, and apart from Jesus
Christ. It is absurd to suppose
that grace saves apart from
Christ.
(Continued on page four)

GOD IS
SOVEREIGN

Psalm 115, verse 3: "But our
Lord Jesus Christ in order
God is in, the heavens: He hath
„'It• us for Heavenly associadone whatsoever he h a t ii
‘1 with Himself in glory, had
rice :indicate
pleased."
the claims of God's
sin and the
against
toousness
Certainly the scriptural docne) 't that Satan had brought in.
the
trine of the Sovereignty of God
ion, cost lehad to be made sin, He who
is one of the least understood
be 1, 14 no sin, that we might be
and least appreciated doctrines
jrgetfliir y44'
othe qlo the righteousness of God
in our day. The right to do as
,5trtk. And taking this place
he pleases in all respects is a
re0e0
01, He had to meet and suffer
right that is His naturally, and
10:11.1de
God's righteous wrath
(A) That would not satisfy it becomes Him to do as He
,to
It:
1 115t sin, even when He was
justice for the sins already pleases, due to the fact that he
oro u or it e,
t obedient in doing the will
committed. God is just as well is not only the former of Healess, tio lo`:10d—and, still more, had to
as gracious and grace never ven, but He is the possessor of
ere .de tk,`orough in submission, Saacts contrary to justice. If the both Heaven and earth.
111
aY
tIttS Power and His hour of
sinner could quit sinning after
As we consider the fact of
4,,,"ness before He could in vic)
God's sovereignty we should
t1)- V44 bring us with Himself as
ng if)g it'llren
remember that He is infinitely
to His Father's House,
jet
wise. He perfectly knows all
ant'the
ve learn all the depths
His creatures. He perfectly
ikttlgeights of the Son's and the
knows all their actions. He per/??.,,a5 )th2t's lave; and learn, too,
fectly
knows all the tendencies
Swlli il
an eternal harvest of glory
of their hearts.
red 1011,'' delight God has reaped from 0)-asso4awooiglia.o4
Not only does He have this
Ls, we
umoimp.00minoommoirmwoimi-o.ensaniwo4mmo4Nowoimo-osomswo
Son, who became man in
infinite
wisdom, but second,
)+1:
4,erY scene of sin and blight
God is infinitely righteous in
Satan had for a moment
dealing with His creatures. For
citi‘e'd to triumph, but where
He has made them and has ab!r(h, found in Jesus, the Lord
"And whosoever of you will Jesus Christ are every one a urday as a spectator. After the solute
dominion over them. His
V4,Heaven, a sweet savor and be the chiefest, shall be servant democratic body in every parti- services were over, he talked
actions day in and day out with
'
0
rOti 111 YOnce that will be precious
of all."--Mark 10:44.
cular.
with the pastor, which, inciden- His creatures prove that He is
iiittlse to His heart forever.
0001
tally, was by the name of Trib- eternally and infinitely rightI would like to remind you at
tihtt know when this blessed
As I speak to you this mornble. I cite this that you might eous.
argti°11
1:
tttlthearne from Heaven with the ing about the democracy di a the very outset that it is con- know that this was a historical
2 irp0/11,
,
Not only is God in_finitely
and goodness of God for New Testament church, what I spicuous that the Constitution fact. After the services were
te
:4how He was despised and have to say may not be the most of the United States is modeled over, in conversation with Pastor wise and infinitely righteous,
)S0 05 tik4
)
f C to
'
Itttl od. Not a house in Bethle- heart-warming, and yet, beloved, and patterned after the govern- Tribble, the pastor asked him but third, He is infinitely good
g0,00
°Pen to Him. This was I trust it shall be heart-search- ment of a Baptist church in the what he thought of their way of even though He be the Sovereign God of the universe.
:
lift reception of God! How ing. It may not be the most en- state of Virginia. Many years doing business, a n d to
tl1e
this
t God's reception of man couraging to you as a child of ago Thomas Jefferson attended Thomas Jefferson replied, , "I Through His love He condeill 5v1'41
scends to be our God. How
4 a sinner! "As many as re- God, and yet, beloved, I trust a Saturday meeting in a Baptist consider it the only form
'
110°1(1
' ej,
of pure
hci Him!" Even the thief was that it shall be a warning that church in Albermarle County, democracy that now exists in grateful ought we be for God
rd i5p,
With Him that day in Par- you and I, as God's children, Virginia. He wasn't a member of the world, and I have concluded and His grace and for the fact
to bti,
that He does do whatsoever He
shall ever heed, as we remember that church, but merely attended
lecte
(Continued on page two)
hath pleased.—T. G. New.
Glad Tidings.
that the churches of our Lord this business meeting on a Sat-
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"Democracy of a NewTestament Church"

We are tempted, not in order to be ruined, but in order to be made strong.
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER

, OVER GOD'S HERITAGE, but
being examples to the flock."
JOHN R. GILPIN — EDITOR
—I Pet. 5:2,3.
This Scripture to me completePUBLISHED WEEKLY
ly condemns and forever kills
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE
the idea of an episcopacy where(Domestic and Foreign)
by that a few govern the many.
One Year in Advance
50c
Then, beloved, there is the
Send Remittance to Russell, Ky.
third form of church governEditorial Department, RUSSEL L,
KENTUCKY, where communications
ment, which is that which we
should be sent for publication.
Baptists have today — namely,
Entered as second-class matter May
the many governing themselves.
31, 1941, in the post office at Russell,
I repeat these three forms of
Ky., under the act of March 3, 1879.
government: The first is that of
Paid circulation in every state and
one man governing the many—
many foreign countries.
Catholicism — condemned by
Subscriptions are stopped at expirathe Word of God. The second is
tion unless renewed or special arrangements are made for their continuation.
that of the few governing the
many, illustrated by the episcopacy of the Presbyterians and
"The Democracy Of A others—condemned by the words
New Testament Church" of the Holy Writ. The third is
that of the many governing
themselves, which is t h e
(Continued from page one)
that it will be the best plan of example given to us by the
government for the American churches of the New Testament,
colonies." When Thomas Jeffer- and which is the cgrrying out
son, along with others, drafted of the words of our Lord Jesus
the Declaration of Independence Christ, and which we have tofor the government of our thir- day as being our form of governteen original colonies and sub- ment.
Now, let's show you how that
sequent states, it was patterned
and modeled after the democracy is true throughout the entirety
of that little Baptist church that of the New Testament.
Thomas Jefferson visited on that
Saturday afternoon in AlberTHE DEMOCRACY OF THE
marle County, Virginia.
I would remind you that a CHURCH IS SEEN IN THAT
Baptist church is a pure democ- THE CHURCHES SELECTED
racy. It is not a republic; it is AND SENT OUT THEIR OWN
not a totilitarian form of govern- MISSIONARIES.
ment; it is not a monarchy; but
"Then tidings of these things
rather, beloved, a Baptist church came unto the ears of the church
is a democracy. In the matter of which was in Jerusalem: and
a vote, the youngest member of THEY SENT FORTH BARNAa church has just as much au- BAS, that he should go as far
thority as the oldest Christian. as Antioch."—Acts 11:22.
The man who merely sits in the
You will notice that it was the
pew, who never says a word church that sent forth Barnapublicly in the business meeting, bas to go as far as Antioch to
has just as much authority from carry the Gospel. Notice also
the standpoint of a vote in a how the first foreign missionarBaptist church as does the pastor ies were sent out.
himself. I say then, beloved, a
"Now there were in the church
Baptist church is in every par- that was at Antioch certain propticular a pure democracy.
hets and teachers; as Barnabas,
It might be well in this respect and Simeon that was called Nito remind you that there are ger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and
three different forms of govern- Manaen, which had been brought
ment known to churches and so- up with Herod the tetrarch, and
called churches today. First of Saul. As they ministered to the
all, there is that form of so-call- Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost
ed church government whereby said, Separate me Barnabas and
that one man governs the many. Saul for the work whereunto I
You know of whom I speak, and have called them. And when
of which group I speak. I speak, they had fasted and prayed, and
beloved, of Catholicism, with the laid their hands on them, they
many governed by the one man sent them away."—Acts 13:1-3.
— the pope. That you might see
You will notice, beloved, in
that this is condemned within
both of these Scriptures which
the Word of God, we read:
I have r ea d, the democ"Ye know that they which are
racy of the church in that it
accounted to rule over the Gentiles exercise lordship over them': was the church that sent its first
home missionary and its first
and their great ones exercise auforeign missionary. I would like
thority upon them. But SO
SHALL IT NOT BE among you." for you to keep both of these
Scriptures in mind, and then at
Mark 10:42,43.
your convenience and at your
So, beloved, this first form of own leisure, read the entirety
recognized church government— of the New Testament and see if
that of the one ruling over the you can find any place in the
many — is condemned by the New Testament where any orwords of the Lord Jesus Christ. ganization ever faintly or reThen there is a second form motely resembles a mission
of so-called church government board. You will find not one
whereby that the few govern the thing in the New Testament that
many, which I might add is the in any wise at all resembles any
Presbyterian form of church kind of a board sending forth
government. The Presbyterians, missionaries, either in the homeand others as well, have a form land or in foreign fields. The
of government whereby that a only instance that we have of
few have complete charge of all missionaries ever going forth is
of the affairs of the church, and in these Scriptures which I have
the control of the government read, and these missionaries
of the church is vested merely were sent forth by local indepenin the hands of a few.
dent democratic Baptist churchNotice also that this second es.
form of government of so-called
II
churches is certainly condemned
Word
of
God.
by the
THE DEMOCRACY OF THE
"Feed the flock of God which CHURCH IS. FOUND IN THAT
is among you, taking the over- THE CHURCH CHOSE THE
sight thereof, not by constraint, ONE WHO WAS TO TAKE THE
but willingly: n o t for filthy PLACE OF JUDAS ISCARIOT.
lucre, but of a ready mind:
We read the story of how JuNEITHER AS BEING LORDS das' successor was named. The
Word of God tells us very definitely
how this successor was
EXAMINER
THE BAPTIST
chosen by the vote on the part
PAGE TWO
of the church. In other words,
the church acted as a democratic
AUGUST 22, 1953
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had not been a democratic body, Jesus. And he was with
then this group of missionaries coming in and going out at
when they returned from their salem."—Acts 9:26-28.
missionary tour, would have
When Paul went out fl'
made their report to the preach- Jerusalem to the city of Da
er, or to some mission board, cus, he went there with
ELD.
or to some organization. Instead, thought in mind of persecut
we find them making their re- Christians and killing e/
port to the church, showing that child of God that he found.
they recognized the fact that the way, you remember, he
they had been sent forth by the saved, and when he came be
church and that it was their ob- to Jerusalem a lot of folk W0
ligation to make their report un- ered if his conversion were g
to the church; thus clinching, ume. I imagine they thought
ZA1
once and for all, that the New this was his way of finding
Testament church which sent who were Christians, so that
out missionaries was a democ- could completely mutilate
racy, and that group of mission- church and destroy all of G
aries recognized it as such, and people. Therefore, when r
they made their report accord- came back to Jerusalem and
ingly to the democratic body that the Lord had saved hitt
which sent them forth.
called him to preach, the
of God tells us that they belie
V
not that he was a disciple. The,
him off until finally /3arl,'oheld
THE DEMOCRACY OF THE
'
1;
CHURCH IS SEEN IN THAT bas vouched for him and 59
IT IS THE CHURCH THAT RE- "I know it is genuine. I ka°
el:, ar Brotl
CEIVES THOSE WHO COME it is real. He has had an
they
lof
Then
rience
of
grace."
INTO ITS FELLOWSHIP AS
III
ceived him into the fellowShiP Last Moi
MEMBERS.
a thrc
THE DEMOCRACY OF THE
It isn't up to the preacher to the church.
thatie we w
beloved,
This
shows
us,
CHURCH STANDS OUT IN receive members into the church.
es or
THE ELECTION OF THE FIRST It isn't up to a little group by New Testament church is a IA
on Ri
te
person
has
mocracy.
A
DEACONS.
way of a board of stewards or
ving tl
bece`'
to
body
by
the
approved
"And in those days, when the a board of deacons to approve
d the :
Testaine
number of the disciples was mul- and to receive folk into the a member of a New
Gosp
church.
tiplied, there arose a murmuring church, for the church itself is
on hi
tali
(
Sometime ago I was
of the Grecians against the He- a democracy, and every member
es wile
brews, because their widows of the church owes an obligation with a Campbelllite brothero Ver witJ
were neglected in the daily min- to God to vote every time an in- think in all probability that
istration. Then the twelve called dividual is presented to this body is my brother in Christ. At le°31
the multitude of the disciples whether or not that individual he says that he believes ia
bC
unto 'them, and said, It is not shall become a member of the vation by grace. Whether
reason that we should leave the church. I cite it to you out of my brother in Christ or
I'll call him such; for as I
word of God, and serve tables. the Word of God.
Wherefore, brethren, look ye out
"Him that is weak in the faith often said, if I miss hill'
among you seven men of honest RECEIVE YE, but not to doubt- Christ, I'll hit him in Adara'
we are, in a sense, broth
report, full of the Holy Ghost ful disputation."—Rom. 14:1.
and wisdom, whom we may apThis was written to a church. either way. At any rate, et
point over this business. But we It was written to a church that Campbellite preacher and I to
will give ourselves continually was a democracy, and God said in conversation, and he :of
to prayer, and to the ministry of through Paul to receive that in- making sport of our methe`:,cil,
the word. And the saying pleased dividual, but not to doubtful dis- receiving folk into the el'ILI se
the whole multitude: and THEY putations. In other words, as a for, as you know, when anY"joi
CHOSE Stephen, a man full of democracy, you are to say who comes forward, we present 110
faith and of the Holy Ghost, and it is that shall become a member to the vote of the body. tad
Philip, and Prochorus, and Ni- of a New Testament church.
preacher was saying that We ",he
00
canor,and Timon, and Parmenas,
We have the same truth pre- no right to vote folk into'
and Nicholas a proselyte of An- sented again.
church. I said, "My brother, Yof
tioch."—Acts 6:1-5.
"Can any man forbid water, do the same thing yourself, of
If you will read it carefully, that these should not be bap- if a man comes forward in Yilo,
you will find that the apostles tized, which have received the church to be received as a Clio
called it to the attention of the Holy Ghost as well as we?"— didate for baptism, doesn't oi
church leave it up to you te,..z
early disciples as an organized Acts 10:47.
band, as a church, the matter
Now study this closely and whether or not he shall be
of taking care of the distributing you will find that the Apostle tized?" He said, "Yes, but
of food for the necessity of the Peter had gone to the home of not voting on him." I said,
ot
saints day by day. They asked a man by the name of Cornelius pose when that man cornea'
this group, the church, to seek in the city of Caesarea. He had ward to make a profession t
out men who might be appoint- preached and Cornelius and a he will stand there and curse Yuyi
ed over that task. The Word of number of his household had at the same time. What Wiecir't
God says that such a suggestion been saved. Then Peter asked you do?" He said, "I vvnil`po't
by the preachers pleased the for an unanimous vote for the baptize him." I said, "1"Ialr cL th Th
whole multitude and they ap- reception of Cornelius and his you voted on him in your 111'0 ,Urch b
pointed the men.
friends and family as candidates whether you call upon ott lilt to p
whether ,Ttlio
Notice, beloved, these who for baptism, for he said, "Can church to vote, or deciding a
that
you
are
were chosen to look after the any man forbid water?" Beloved, say
subject 911,00°
distribution of food in behalf of if anyone had forbidden it, then man is a proper
for baPti,,tred
fit
candidate
the suffering saints of this first Cornelius could not have been
unconsciouslY "for
Haven't
you
received
as
a
member
of
that
thus
were
who
these
church —
candidate re,
chosen for this task were chosen New Testament body. You can on that man as a
there
baptism
stands
as
he
not by the minister, and not by thus see that the church is a
fore
you?"
from
the
standpoint
democracy
preachers
by
way
any group of
Listen, beloved, if I were '' tijci
of the apostles, but rather, be- of the way whereby they receive
loved, they were elected by the members as candidates for bap- ing a profession of faith, I W.,°etl'
entire church, and of course tism and whereby folk are re- rather have it put before aP dr
tire body, and let the boclY*4
nothing short of a democracy ceived into the church.
eteheanflt,o
'
I b
id
ee
m berf
whether
o thator
could in any wise appear in this
We have a remarkable illuschurch,
passage of Scripture.
tration of this from the expe- member
eri eide
rience of the Apostle Paul. Do leave it in the hands of:
IV
to
.aedr
preacher,
dividual,
the
Apostle
you realize that the
was a fit 'sair
THE DEMOCRACY OF THE Paul was once turned down whether or not I
and a fi.t
CHURCH IS SEEN IN THAT when he tried to join a Baptist ject for baptismmembershIP'
THE MISSIONARIES REPORT- church? Do you realize from ject for church
ED THEIR WORK TO THE your reading of the Word of God
VI
that Paul one day had a negative
4
CHURCH.
THE DEMOCRACY
When the missionaries return- vote cast against him when he
ed from their mission tours, they tried to join a Baptist church? CHURCH IS SEEN IN
IT EXERCISES ITS RIGP
'
vrt,
reported their work not to the I'll read it to you.
EXCLUDE MEMBERS rpreacher, and not to a mission
"And when Saul was come to THE CHURCH.
board, but rather, they reported Jerusalem, he assayed to join
their work and their success as himself to the disciples: but they
"Moreover if thy brottletA5101'
missionaries unto the church.
were all afraid of him, and be- trespass against thee, go 8...n"06
"And when they were come, lieved not that he was a dis- him his fault between thee
and HAD GATHERED THE ciple. But Barnabas took him, him alone: if he shall hear iDeP
CHURCH TOGETHER, they re- and brought him to the apostles, thou hast gained thy bf
.i.
0
°
hearsed all that God had done and declared unto them how he But if he will not hear h.,
with them, and how he had had seen the Lord in the way, THEN take with thee one c);
opened the door of faith unto and that he had spoken to him more, that in the mouth °'
I. A 1
the Gentiles."—Acts 14:27.
and how he had preached boldly or three witnesses everg 41)
Irns
Now, beloved, if the church at Damascus in the name of
(Continued on page thre`
body.
"And they appointed two, Joseph called Barsabas, who was
surnamed Justus, and Matthias."
—Acts 1:23.
Now to study this closely, you
will find that two men were
nominated by the body to become the successor of Judas —
Justus and Matthias by name.
When they were appointed, or
nominated, by the body, then the
body prayed for the will of the
Lord to be done; and afterwards
they cast their lots and as a result of that election the Word
of God tells us that Matthias
was elected to be the successor
of Judas and was numbered with
the eleven apostles. You can see,
beloved, that it was a democratic
body that was in operation. It
was a democratic organization
that was meeting, for every
member of that church of one
hundred twenty had a right to
vote in the selection of this successor of Judas Iscariot.

GUST, 1953

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER

MISSION PAGE INSERT

With the

at

at Jell

Ma41:041a,
ut 2epc4ite4

MISSIONARIES
IN PERU

MISSIONARIES
out
IN BRAZIL
ELD. AND MRS. M. E. LEWIS
of DO'
with til
ELD.
AND MRS. R. P. HALLUM
ersecuti
ELD. AND MRS. ROYAL CALLEY
ng eve
M I GUEL I BERNON
MISS MARGUERITE HALLUM
BAPTIST FAITH MISSIONS
found.
CICERO BICIPO
DON SIMON GUIMA
'r, he W
In Brazil Since 1923
In Peru Since 1935
In Columbia Since 1947
MAIO DUTRO
!ame bacA
DON JUAN CASTRO
EUFRAZO SORAES
'
olk mr01.1.,"
(Spanish Language)
A NEW TESTAMENT BAPTIST FAITH MISSION WORK JUST LIKE THE
were gel'
JOHN DIAS
ought th„at
ZACHARIAS NUNES de ABRIU
LORD JESUS COMMISSIONED HIS CHURCHES TO DO.
IN COLUMBIA
nding °77
JOHN BENTES
that
3o
JOSE TOMAS del CASTILLO
Go — Make Disciples — Baptize Them — Indoctrinate Them. Mt. 28:19,20.
(Portuguese Language)
tilate
(Spanish Language)
( of G°
hen Rd
vt
a and sal
1 ir1
the w°
r
Y belie
tpie. To
iy Bare.ad:
Iquitos, Peru him why he never stopped ess, not in strife and envying."
and seivi
when the pastor was along. Well, By 7:30 he had sobered up
July 7, 1953
DON TOMAS SUBMITS TWO GOOD
.. I kem°
we stopped and unloaded the enough to listen to the sermon
an exre.
FOR MONTHS OF APRIL AND MAY
. r Brother Overbey,
REPORTS
as
if
seemed
must
say
it
lantern
and
and
I
bed roll, food bag,
theY r f ,
fact
attention,
in
some
candy
close
victrola,
passed
out
he
paid
My dearly beloved brother in Father continues to give to us
owShiP ° Last Monday Simon and I left that Ruby had prepared for the we had five men, four women
by means of His servants, His
0 t a three day trip to Polis.
Christ:
they
is
children
and
June
plenty
of
children.
The
29th
of
and
richest blessings in order to
ed, that ./14 We were passing by two a fiesta in honor of Peter and all expressed their desire that
I have your blank letter with serve Him better.
i is a del'i137.7ses on the bank of the Paul, so we found one drunk we come more often. That night
who
was
the
check for my support. A
Simon
.
lnon
River,
a
st
be
e
to
as
who was paying tribute to Paul. I slept on one side of an old
Jointly with this letter I inyou
Lo heceniolving the boat said, "lets I am certain that he had never canoe and hogs slept on the thousand thanks and I beg
clude
two reports one for April
the
Misrestaniev h'nd the night here and preach read Romans 13:13, "Let us other side and every time a hog to make it known to
(Next page, Column one)
sion that our Good Heavenly
Gospel to these. folks."
would
ta1,4/ 11141On
1
had stopped various walk honestly, as in the day; on the bottom of the pile
would
grunt
all
the
others
move
Ls
rioting
and
drunkenness,
not
in
3rother• .es when he was alone but
ver with me. The folks asked not in chambering and wanton- and squeal. One dog seemed deA
y that"
termined to get under Simon's
ler
mosquito net to sleep with him.
- At silk
es
The second night we stayed
her be,
with Adolfo Nunes, a member
i or "
of the church here in Iquitos.
as I 113i0
We preached to about twenty
WI 50
adults including a good number
kdaill'4$
of young men. Again they were
brotis
attentive but no response to the
rate, Ill
message of life. We had to leave
nd I Were
the boat near the mouth of the
he 11/9051
creek as the water is down and
lethode,
we broke three shear pins by
ch lie
hitting poles, etc., in the water.
n anY240
The next day Simon and I
'sent wis.
carried our equipment, etc., to
)dy•
,
the last house on the creek a
good hour and a half walk from
it We
into
the Nunes home. As we apther,
proached the schoolhouse Simon
told me how that on his last
rself,
'
1r
yot
jin
trip to Polis the school teacher
is
and another woman had mockesn't
ed and ridiculed him, telling
)u to
him that he was a stupid Inbe 11°'
dian and that everyone in Polis
ir.
out 0
knew the gospel so he could go
id, "S,
silrt:
home and never come back. I
)mes
suggested that we visit the
sion'
t oo
teacher and he was,all for it.
Now to show you the character
2- urse Yuid
of these people she greeted me
at w° 'I
Missionary M. E. Lewis and Don Simon in Marona-cocha
wouldoril
as a long lost brother, seemed
(the
lake where the keep the boat) on their way to Polis for
"gave-A
stop
to
would
thrilled that we
This is a picture of the school house on the left and the talk
Is
journey to take the gospel of the Lord Jesus
missionary
a
to her. She called Simon
Or tile w
Larch building on the right in Polis where Missionary Lewis her "Paisano" or countryman Christ to the lost.
pon .45
N- to preach the gospel on the journey up stream.
and for fifteen minutes we
ther
till'
heard a steady stream of abuse
lirigrlus
poured upon the heads of the
ct
people of Polis and upon the
baPtiaTia
head of the visiting Priest in
sly si tor
particular. She told how that
'date De,
on San Juans day the people
here
filled the school house and had
itaY;
a drunken party, later they
ere danced around a pole put up
,IW
between the schoolhouse and
.e
dr
the Catholic church. Naturally
oodY,,,e g
the priest did not condemn any,ccol- to
thing that they did. After it
thaniv,
stopped raining we gave her
one:cie
some tracts (that she asked for)
o cleftlitr
and we proceeded on our way.
fit
May it please the Holy Spirit
fit S'
to use our witness as an instrument in her salvation. When we
arrived at Don Aleodro Angulos
house we found him home'with
the entire family, both of his
women and all fourteen children. He was very pleased to
see us and again offered us his
house as a meeting place at any
time. Again we had a good at01 0
tendance in view of the fact
aro /id
that it had rained that day and
bee see,
the trails were all muddy.
Again the attention was excellent and I know that many un'
derstood the plan of salvation
e a rga i
This is a picture of the first house in Polis. The bank
but no visible result was taken
of
doesn't look steep but it is. Note those on top of the bank
A family that the gospel was preached to. The man on the part of anyone.
waiting the arrival of the missionary.
(Next page, Column one)
hree)
i S to be a believer but he is not legally married.

Tfi
'r0Ao
-10
FsoTo

issioNARy

LEWIS TELLS OF INTERESTING JOURNEY TO POLIS

MISSION PAGE INSERT

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER

NOTICE

FINANCIAL REPORT FOR JULY 1953

Anyone desiring more information about this mission work
write to the Secretary of the
Mission. Address your letter to:

We have two new churches this month and three individuals. Brother
James H. George is pastor of Calvary Baptist Church of Harvey, Illinois,
which sent an offering for Baptist Faith Missions this month.

H. H. OVERBEY
1210 E. Grand Blvd.
Detroit 11, Mich.

Lewis Letter
(Preceding page, Column three)
When I preach the Gospel
and know that the people understand, and yet I see no results I am a bit inclined to be
discouraged. I thank God for
His sovereign grace and Gal.
6:9. "Let us not be weary in
well doing: for in due season
we shall reap, if we faint not."
Again we thank each one for
their support and their prayers.
May the Giver of every good
and perfect gift bless you all
in a super abundant manner.
Your servant,
Mitchell Lewis

Me%
Don Tomas
(Preceding page, Column five)
and May. God each day manifests His power saving souls for
His glory. In these days five
souls have made a profession
of faith.
I am preparing to make another trip, but I cannot go far
because I lack money. There
are souls that want to hear but
as yet I am unable to reach
them.
Your brother that esteems you
in Christ,
J. Thomas Castillo A
APRIL
Persons with whom I spoke 325
Tracts distributed
317
MAY
Persons with whom I spoke 296
Tracts distributed
297

(alley Sends Most
Interesting Letter Of
Work In Manaus
Manaus, Brazil
July 1, 1953
Dear Brethren in Christ:
We have been blessed in the
past month by the boundless
providence and grace of God.
All of us here are in good
health except for some minor
illnesses that are pestering us
at present. Diane, my oldest
daughter, has a fungus infection
in her foot, Helen is having
some sort of trouble with her
back, I have a sore throat and
so has by son, but we are all
on the mend. I don't know
why but I have been bothered
with my throat off and on for
the past five months. I have
been doctoring it in earnest
though for the past couple of
weeks and it has greatly improved.
If God be willing, I plan to
make a trip to Cruzeiro do Sul
within the next two weeks. I
always look forward to going
there with great joy, in anticipation of the fellowship that I
have with them there. I hate
to leave my family though even
for a short time. I guess that
I must really be cut out to be
a family man. This time I hope
to take my oldest son with me.
He loves to be with me wherever I go and I of course feel
the same way. I think that
there has been twelve souls
saved in Cruzeiro do Sul in
the last month and a half. Miguel writes me that the church
there is enjoying the greatest
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mentalist myself, but I don't
think that we should let sentiments interfere with obedience
to the truth, and I told her so,
but she wants to wait so I
guess we will wait.
We are having chairs made
to put in the church. I don't
know what the price will be
yet but I think that when we
find out it will be about 35 dollars for a chair. Things like that
are very high here, and you
(can't get anything like that
second hand here. We intend
to buy one or two at a time until we have enough to fill the
church. Later on when we get
a better building we can move
the good chairs that we have
to it. Right now we only have
benches without backs and
they get quite tiresome, especially to mothers with children.
We have also began saving
toward buying a launch to do
river work. We now have 500
Crs toward it. That might sound
like a small beginning when
you consider the price of a
launch and what 500 Crs would
be in American currency, but
many things in God's work begin with small and mean
circumstances. We remember
when Canfield Baptist Church
began her 'building that they
only had a very small amount
to begin with, but now I think
they have a building that has
a value somewhere around a
hundred thousand dollars. I
forgot just what the value of it
is.
We have meetings every night
in the week except one. The
one night that we have open
at the present time is Tuesday.
We used to hold the services at
Abeco do macedo on that night
but we changed it to Saturday
because we found that more
could attend then. Two of the
professions that we have had
in the past month have been
from there. On Mondays we
have prayer meetings, Wednesday we have a preaching service in the church. Thursday
we have services in the house
of Juana, a member of the
church and a teacher in our
school. Friday I am teaching the
members and whoever else
cares, to learn in music and it
is very gratifying to me to
hear them sing now. Everyone
in the church carries his part,
many times people stand outside to hear us sing when we
are practicing. On Sunday, of
cOurse, we have our Sunday
School and Church services in
the morning and night. We also
have services in the afternoon
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fellowship that they have had
in years.
There were three professions
of faith here in the past month.
At the present time there are
five waiting for Baptism. We
hope to baptize each one of
them as soon as possible. There
are two young girls waiting to
be baptized. They made a profession last month or rather the

month before that. One of
them got quite sick and has
continued more or less in the
same condition. Because of the
nature of her illness, it was an
impossibility to baptize her.
The other sister did not want
to be baptized until her sister
was well enough to be baptized
also. I have nothing against being sentimental, I'm a senti-
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Back in Iquitos and a picture of the Men's Bible c
in(the First Baptist Church at Iquitos, Peru.
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gate any authority in this respect to a committee.
For example, when I was called to be pastor of this church,
you had at that time a pulpit
committee that had been appointed by the church, and that
pulpit committee, headed up by
Brother Bruce as chairman, contacted me and contacted others
in order that we might be invited here to preach, looking forward to calling somebody as pastor to this church. Beloved, if a
church can delegate the authority to a committee to secure a
pastor for them and to see that
the pulpit is kept filled, then the
same logic holds true that a
church can appoint a committee
to handle the matter of discipline
of that church in precisely the
same way.
The same thing can be illustrated again. When we built an
addition to this church in 1929,
we appointed a building committee, and all the affairs of that
building was delegated to the
building committee. When this
committee was selected by the
church and was elected to the
task of being a building committee to function for the church,
from then on this committee
handled all things pertaining to
the building of this church addition. I say to you, beloved,
if a church can delegate the authority of building a house of
worship to a group of seven
men, and they in turn can act
for that church, then a church
can delegate its authority of discipline to a committee to act for
that church.
I mention this, beloved, in
view of the fact that there are
some individuals who think that
every time a matter of discipline
is to be taken care of, that a
great amount of disturbance
must be caused in the entire
body; this is true because some
folk don't know what has been
going on and are not sufficiently
aware of the difficulties for them
to vote intelligently. Whether it
be by public vote of the church
or by a committee who have
had this task delegated to them
by the church, it shows the democracy of the church.
VII

THE DEMOCRACY OF THE
CHURCH IS SEEN IN THAT
IT HAS THE RIGHT TO RESTORE EXCLUDED MEMBERS.
It is not the work of a pastor
to restore an individual when he
has been excluded from the
membership of the church. It is
not the work of a board of stewards or a board of deacons, but
rather the Word of God lays
down specific rules whereby that
anyone who has been excluded
from a church can be restored
to fellowship within that church
on the vote of the church itself
as a body.
"Brethren, if a man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are
spiritual, RESTORE such a one
in the spirit of meekness: considering thyself, lest thou also
be tempted."—Gal. 6:1.
Paul is writing to the churches
of Galatia, and he says if anybody falls away, if he is overtaken in a fault, you, not a board
of stewards, not a board of deacons, but you, as a body, as a
church, restore such an individual.
Let me give you another even
more specific case.
,et me say in that respect
"Sufficient to such a man is
I believe most strongly in this punishment, which was inIseipline committee. I think flicted of many."—II Cor. 2:6.
church ()light to . have a
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up
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advised
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hand
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t 1131,14e committee?" I say, be- of fellowship from
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the church had done so. The
Word of God doesn't tell us, but
evidently the church had withdrawn the hand of fellowship,
for Paul further says:
"So that contrariwise ye ought
rather to forgive him, and comfort him, lest perhaps such a one
should be swallowed up with
overmuch sorrow."—II Cor. 2:7.
This man had been sorrowful
for the attitude that he had
taken, and Paul says to comfort
that individual lest he be swallowed up with overmuch sorrow.
Notice that Paul doesn't say to
receive him when he shows an
arrogant spirit. He doesn't say
to receive that individual back
into the church when he continues to do the same things that
he had been doing for a long
time. He doesn't say to receive
that individual back into the
church when that individual
shows no signs of sorrow and
no indication of repentance.
Rather, he does say that when
that individual is so sorry that
he is almost overwhelmed —
when he is almost overcome
with overmuch sorrow, then to
receive such a person back into
the church.
Now, beloved, I say to you,
this is a very pertinent matter
for the First Baptist Church of
Russell. We have folk who from
time to time go out from our
church. I think that that is a
healthy sign. t believe it is always a healthy sign when folk
leave a congregation, and I have
noticed this — as the old adage
says, "It never hurts the tree
any for the rotten apples to fall
off." I have noticed that it never
has hurt the church in any wise
at all, and beloved, when they
want to come back, it is our business to see that they come back
in the spirit which the Apostle
/here.
Paul lays down
You may say, "Isn't it the bus-
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mess of the church to restore
such a one?" Yes, that is our business, and it is the business of
the individual to put himself or
herself in the spirit that Paul
speaks of here. Such a one
should be almost overcome with
sorrow because of the actions
that he has taken.
For example, when one goes
out of this church, and goes
down to the courthouse at
Greenup and publicly stands up
and says that she left the First
Baptist Church of Russell because of the misconduct of her
pastor, and that she is a better
Christian now because she has
done so, for her to come back
into the fellowship of this body,
she must, in the light of this
Scripture, make a renunciation
of her public charge.
I'll go further, beloved. When
such an individual says, "I want
to come back into the fellowship
of the church," and in the same
,breath "blesses" her erstwhile
pastor from Heaven to earth and
back again and to the remotest
depths of Hell — in the same
breath that she says she wants
to come back into the fellowship
of the church, there is no indication of any sorrow for her former actions," I say to you, beloved,
we need to remember what God
says within His Word. Your pastor has gone through some fire
in the days gone by. He has more
sympathy and more patience,
beloved, as a result of his experience than he ever had before.
I stand ready to meet any individual who wishes at any time
to make right the wrongs which
he or she may have done, but,
beloved, I do not compromise
my position by receiving any individual or presenting any individual to this church for a
vote to be received back into the
fellowship of this church when
that individual arrogantly con-

tinues in the attitude that he or
she has continued in for the past
months, and shows no indication
of any change whatsoever.
A church withdrew the hand
of fellowship from this person
spoken of in the book of I Corinthians, and Paul doesn't say
for them to receive him, but he
said, "I beseech you that ye
would," as if to say, it is not up
to me to tell you, but rather you
as a body are to decide the matter. Beloved, a church is a democratic organization.
VIII
THE DEMOCRACY OF THE
CHURCH IS SEEN IN THAT
THEY ELECTED THEIR OWN
PASTOR.
"And when they had ordained
them elders in every church, and
had prayed with fasting, they
commended them to the Lord,
on whom they believed."—Acts
14:23.
Notice that the church ordained its own pastor. It wasn't left
up to a committee or a board,
but rather the church chose
whom they would have as a pastor.
We have today in the world
various types of church organizations. Some churches get their
pastor because the pope puts him
there. Some get their pastor because the presiding elder places
him there, and the same authority that puts a man one place
likewise removes and puts him
some place else, Or puts him
without a pastorate entirely.
That wasn't so in a New Testament church. These New Testa(Continued on page four)
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this uprising, the church acted As David expressed it, "My are to be baptized and come to the remedy!
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