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Five Ways To Bless A
Gospel Meeting For Satan

I do not like the title of this
article any better than you do.
In fact, I dislike it heartily. But
Pazd Girculatioz2 7n RH eStales and 7n Many Foreign GounIrtes
I will relate these five ways
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d. Paul tells us that before saved through such activities,
Gospel meeting is a serious
conversion he actually nor is one person really drawn week long, in most churches. hindrance to the Devil's blessing
a
Suppose
the
to
Lord.
closer
1
dish"
"covered
They enjoy
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astrous for Satan's purposes.
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that this employee has been ORIZED by the Lord. They are is to be in a critical attitude dur1 of n'r
him? No, for he gave all barnacles, leeches, that have ing the service. Watch the speakserving
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,
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average
the
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(Continued on page four) er closely. You can make the
a kitchen and that kitchen is him no instructions concerning
Lib

CHRISTIANS CAN SERVE GOD

moments pass more quickly and
with more enjoyment if you can
detect faults in his diction, and
mistakes in his grammar. Count
them. It makes a fascinating religious game which sharpens
your powers of criticism. See if
you can tell whether he is having "liberty" in speaking. This
calls for deep spiritual insight.
Glance casually around. Others
have not noticed this. You are
much sharper than they. Compare him with others you have
heard. Haven't you heard that
message before? See if you can
recall where and when. This is
a wholesome exercise for your
memory. Now, when he looks in
your direction, maintain an impassive face, uttering no
"amens": let him depend on his
Lord for all his encouragement
and help. Again, look casually
about. Can you tell whether his
word is registering? It isn't, is it?
Well, that is the calibre of men
you have nowadays. You had
just as well sit at home and send
your money to a radio program.
The Third Step
is quite essential. It is the time
element. Watch the clock. The
(Continued on page four)
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A PERSONAL WORD

8efore proceeding with a disof the subject given
100 cHve, I desire a personal word
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AT ARMY BASES
1 140s Angeles—"There is how
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the desk of Air Force Sectary Harold E. Talbott, a pro1)8a1 to permit the sale of
ipekaged liquor on Air Force
says The National Voice.
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kir111, it does look as though the
411,, Force is about to put its
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41'he National Voice urges that
'
1,1 flood of letters should go to
cl°,11. Charles E. Wilson, SecreItt?, of Defense, the Pentagon,
Vsnington, D. C., urging him
4,41 a k e use of the powers
ted him by Congress to prek ontinued on page four)

led me to a very desirable apartment. It is conveniently located,
and had been refinishd since last
occupied. It was not necessary
even to run a dust mop over the
floors before moving in. My address is 1024 W. Franklin St. The
readers of the Examiner are invited and urged to ovisit me in
my home any time they find it
possible. We have an extra bed
and can always find an extra
slice of bread. The welcome mat
is out. I shall count it an honor
to entertain any of the readers
of this paper.
I am in a position to serve the
churches of this area for evangelistic meetings and for my lectures on "The Trail of Blood," or
for Bible conferences. As Abraham left Ur of the Chaldees at
the call of God and by faith
journeyed to Canaan, so I have
come to Evansville by faith in
response to what I believe to be
the call of God. I shall be thankful to God for every opportunity
of service. The Lord willing, I
shall be with Pastor Earl Frazier
and the First Baptist Church of
New Harmony, Ind., in an evan-

By T. P. SIMMONS
Teacher In Tri-State Baptist
Bible College
Evansville, Indiana

advantage than it can be given
to one. Again it can be made
more adequate when it is given
by several teachers than when
it is given by one. Note furthermore that Paul's command comprehends not merely the impartation of Bible truth, but ability on the part of the taught to
communicate to others the things
that are taught. Very few, if
any, preachers possess native
ability in such amount and kind
as to eliminate the need of trainContinued on page three)

PAUL'S COMMAND TO
TIMOTHY

In II Tim. 2:2 Paul wrote:
"And the things that thou hast
heard of me among many witgelistic meeling beginning on nesses, the same commit thou
November 1. Readers of the to faithful men, who shall be
Examiner within reach of New able to teach others also." This
Harmony are cordially invited is not a command to teach beto attend that meeting.
lievers in general. We have such
a command in the latter part of
the great commission. This is a
specific command , to a preacher
to teach other preachers. Here
we have the establishment of a
OUR WEEKLY
ministerial responsibility. It
RADIO PROGRAMS
would be ideal if every pastor
could give adequate training to
A MOST
WIRO — 1230 On The Dial
the preachers that God calls out
LETTER
HELPFUL
Ironton, Ohio
of his flock. But this is not
Sunday, 9:00 p. m.
feasible. Some pastors have no
Gardiner, Maine
preachers among their flock, yet
WHJC — 1360 On The Dial
they should be enough interested. Dear Bro. Gilpin:
Matewan, W. Va.
in the cause of Christ to want
Saturday, 1:15 p. m.
I have been thinking of
to see preachers in other flocks writing you for some time. AfWHTN — 800 On The Dial
trained. Some pastors, for one
ter wandering around in the
Huntington, W. Va.
reason or anotner, lack either wilderness for most of my life,
Sunday, 7:45 a. m.
the time or the ability to give I wandered into a Baptist
this training. Moreover this church and was saved by the
WSNJ — 1240 On The Dial
layman
training can be given to a group Holy Spirit. Lately as a
Bridgeton, N. J.
at
out
helping
been
have
I
Sunday, 2:45 p. m.
of preachers to a much better churches without pastors and
without prayer meetings.
I want you to know that you
and the Baptist Examiner open
the Word of God to me more
than any paper or writings of
others, and your sermons are
wonderful. They are expository
>1111..041.11P0111104)4111!011111110.04111111.041.1111.041.111o0411111100111111W0411...04111111OINK)404
NIIIM0.0.4MM•01011111.0
truths — the way God's Word
should be preached. To me they
are great lessons. I study and
learn all you print each week
and look forward to the next
"For all the promises of God means "yes." Beloved, God isn't "You do it and I don't mean
issue.
in him are yea, and in him that way—He doesn't speak on maybe." For a number of years
If we can give offerings to
Amen, unto the glory of God the basis of maybe, or maybe so I have thought about that ex—God speaks positively and perience. That was this father's others, my wife and I thought
by us."—II Cor. 1:20.
there is never a maybe attached way of enforcing his command. we should by all means help
Let me remind you in the to any of His promises. They are
Beloved, listen this morning, you and your wonderful work
very outset this morning that all all "yea" and "Amen"—final and God does not say "maybe" about which we believe in and pray
for. Enclosed you will find a
of God's promises are positive positive in every particular.
anything. It is always positive.
check which we want to
and certain. There just are no
Some years ago I was making
give to the Baptist Examiner for
"maybes" with God when it a call and a little boy five or
comes to His promises.
Go back to the very beginning, its inspiration and knowledge we
six years old was playing around
That word "maybe" is a word, the room. He was commanded when God put Adam and Eve receive from it each week. We
beloved, which means but of his father to do something into the Garden of Eden. He want you to feel free to call upmighty little. It has often been and the lad did not immediately surrounded them with every- on us if and when the need
said that when a woman says hasten to comply with the com- thing they could hope for and arises. May God bless you.
"no" she means "maybe," and mand. Whereupon the father re- put only one prohibition upon
Yours in Christ,
(Continued on page two)
when she says "maybe" she peated the command and said,
Theodore R. Hersom

:

"61)e.JFtrstnaftist 1:Julfit

i

"AND I DON'T MEAN MAYBE"

1

Gonsecredion means to be, to do and to suffer the will of god.
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
JOHN R. GILPIN --- EDITOR
PUBLISHED WEEKLY
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE
(Domestic and Foreign)
One Year in Advance

50c

Send Remittance to Russell, Ky.
Editorial Department, RUSSEL L,
KENTUCKY, where communications
should be sent for publication.
Entered as second-class matter May
31, 1941, in the post office at Russell,
Ky., under the act of March 3, 1879.
Paid circulation in every state and
many foreign countries.
Subscriptions are stopped at expiration unless renewed or special arrangements are made for their continuation.

"And I Don't
Mean Maybe"
(Continued from page one)
that pair. So far as beauty was
concerned, Adam and Eve had
it in the Garden of Eden. So
far as food was concerned, it was
theirs. I tell you, beloved, there
wasn't anything in the world
Adam and Eve could hafe asked
for in that Garden of Eden that
they didn't have. There was only
one prohibition that God gave
them and that prohibition was
relative to the tree of the knowledge of good and evil and God
said, "Thou shalt not eat of it:
for in the day that thou eatest
thereof thou' shalt surely die."
(Gen. 2:17).
God didn't say, "maybe"—He
said, "Thou shalt surely die."
Beloved, God kept His word.
There wasn't any maybe about
God's statement, it was a plain,
positive declarative statement
and God kept His word concerning it, in the fullest.
A little while later, Adam and
Eve did eat of the forbidden
fruit and when they partook of
this fruit of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil,
Adam and Eve died spiritually
just like God said they would.
Up until that time, the world
had known nothing about physical death. They had known
nothing about spiritual death,
but since that time, beloved, the
cemeteries on a thousand hillsides bear silent testimony to
the fact of the fulfillment of this
portion of God's Word.'Up until that time, there had never
been a death. Now every time
you see a hearse creep along the
streets of the city, it is a silent
reminder to you that God did
not mean "maybe" when He said
that Adam and Eve would die.
Stand on the very brink of
the pit of hell and listen to the
wails of that lost soul that comes
out of hell itself and hear him
as he pleads with Abraham for
a drop of water to cool his tongue. Hear him as he pleads that
a preacher be sent back to his
father's house that his own brethren—five of them in number
—who are hot-footing the road
of vice, Might be warned lest
they also come to hell. When
you hear that lost soul in hell
cry out from the depths thereof, you are reminded that God
did not say "maybe" back there
in the first chapters of Genesis.
That man was suffering spiritual death in hell and shall continue thus throughout all eternity to come, and every man who
goes there is a proof that God
didn't mean "maybe" when He
said, "In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die."
II
In the day God dealt with the
Devil, God didn't say "maybe."
"And the Lord God said unto
the serpent, Because thou hast
done this, thou art cursed above
all cattle, and above every beast
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
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of the field; upon thy belly shalt
thou go, and dust shalt thou eat
all the days of thy life."
—Gen. 3:14.
Primarily, God was speaking
to the serpent, but beloved, the
devil was impersonating the serpent. Not only it is true that
the serpent has crawled upon his
belly every day since then, it
is also true that every time the
devil has come into the presence
of God, he has come crawling on
his belly and has gone away
from the presence of God, defeated, crawling on his belly.
Take for example when the
devil came to the Lord Jesus
Christ in the early days of His
ministry, the devil came with
three temptations. The first
temptation was that Jesus should
turn the stones into bread; the
second was for Him to fall down
and worship him; the third was
that the Lord Jesus Christ
should cast Himself off the pinnacle of the temple and thus
make a vulgar display of Himself in order that He might receive the acclaim of the multitude. To all of these temptations,
Jesus gave positive answers
when He said, "It is written,"
with the result the devil was defeated, and the Word of God
tells us that the devil left Him
for a season.
Listen to me, the devil has
crawled on his belly in defeat
every time he has come into the
presence of God from the day
that God said back in Genesis,
"Upon thy belly shalt thou go."
God didn't mean maybe.
Last Sunday we had a woman
worshipping with us from Virginia. After the services were
over, she came back to the study
to talk to me. She said that
sometimes she felt as though she
were saved and felt happy in
the Lord. At other times, she
felt discouraged and defeated
and was afraid she wasn't saved.
She said that there would come
to her repeatedly the thought
that maybe she had committed
the unpardonable sin. She said
that again and again in her life
she had. been plagued with the
thought that maybe she had
spoken against the Holy Spirit
some time and thereby had committed the unpardonable sin and
could never be saved. I talked
with her and told her that her
experience had been the experience of many individuals in the
days gone by. I told her of one
great man who had the same
experience until it was brought
to his attention one day that the
Devil was the one who was
bringing that thought info his
mind that perhaps he might be
sinning against the Holy Spirit.
I told her that the man who
called it to this brother's attention reminded him of that text
of Scripture which says, "Resist the devil and he will flee
from you." That man, when
those temptations came to him
in the future, would say, "Listen, Satan, I know this is of
you and not of God." The result
was that he got complete victory over that fear that had been
hanging over him for years. I
said to this sister last Sunday
morning, "From now on when
that temptation comes to you,
that maybe you have committed
the unpardonable sin, and maybe
you have sinned against and
spoken against the Holy Spirit,
just recognize it as to its source,
coming from the Devil and remember the Scripture which
says, 'Resist the'devil ahd he
will flee from you.'"
Listen, beloved, the Devil has
crawled on his belly every time
he has come into the presence
of God, or every time he has
come into the presence of one of
God's children who have depended upon Christ for victory—
the Devil has crawled on his
belly in defeat every time. God
said that He would and God did
not say "maybe."

UI
I wish you would notice the
story of Noah at the time of the
flood. I don't know how bad
morally and spiritually the conditione were in the days of
Noah. We have no way of
knowing just how bad or how
awful spiritual conditions were
in those days. I don't know
whether we could say they were
worse or better than today, but
I know one thing, they were
pretty bad.
The Word of God tells us that
one of the great sins for which
God destroyed the world in the
time of the flood, was because
the sons of God married the
daughters of men. If I understand that passage, I believe
the sons of God refer to the
Godly line of Seth, while the
daughters of men refer to the
ungodly line of Cain. If my interpretation, is correct, the outstanding sin of that day was the
fact that the Godly line of Seth
married the ungodly line of
Cain. In other words, children
of God married children of the
Devil — Christian people married with the world, and the
thing displeased God. If you
will note how much it displeased
Him, listen to this passage of
Scripture:
"And the Lord said, My spirit
shall not always strive with
man, for that he also is flesh:
yet his days shall be an hundred
and twenty years."—Gen. 6:3.
God didn't say "maybe," God
said, "I'm going to give you 120
years." Later on in the seventh
verse of this same chapter, the
Lord said:
"I will destroy man whom I
have created from the face of
the earth; both man, and beast,
and the creeping thing, and the
fowls of the air; for it repenteth
me that I have made them."—
Gen. 6:7.
Beloved, God didn't say "maybe" — God kept His promise.
A little while later, that earth
which had never felt a drop of
rain come out of the skies, was
drenched with a rainstorm that
lasted until it seemed it would
never let up. The fountains of
the deep were broken from beneath and the water came down
out of the skies, and for days
and days the water continued.
All on the outside of that ark
perished. Noah, his wife, their
three sons and three daughtersin-law were all inside the ark
along with the creeping things,
the animals and flying creatures,
and they survived the flood.
Everything outside perished.
There was nothing left outside,
whether man or beast, who survived the flood. Why? God said,
"I will destroy man whom I
have created from the face of
the earth." God didn't say "maybe." Be kept His word.
I tell you, beloved, God is
positive in what He says. Sometimes you may threaten your
children and the threat amounts
to nothing and it won't be long
until the child knows it. Sometimes you may threaten your
child with punishment but you
never punish. I can think this
morning of one woman in this
church whom I have heard
threaten to punish her boy a
dozen times and I'm sure she
never punished him with more
than a tongue-lashing at any
time since he was born. When
she threatens, he laughs up his
sleeve, and knows it amounts
to nothing, and goes ahead and
does as he pleases.
That's not the way God does.
God said, "I'm going to destroy
man," and God didn't mean
maybe. He kept His word.
Beloved, God has said some
things to you and me as far as
punishment for sin. Everything
God has ever said by way of
punishment for sin when He has
threatened you and me, He has
meant it, and He will keep His
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to i
said there is a judgment day preacher and they laughe0
coming. God says to that young what he did, but they coul'ad to`eally
ill
man, "Go on and have a good laugh the judgment away
later
time — go on and plant your
l'tize
(Continued on page three)
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MISSIONARI ES
IN PERU
ELD. AND MRS. M. E. LEWIS
ELD. AND MRS. R. P. HALLUM

BAPTIST FAITH MISSIONS
In Peru Since 1935

In Columbia Since 1947

MISS MARGUERITE HALLUM
DON SIMON GUIMA

In Brazil Since 1923

DON JUAN CASTRO
(Spanish Language)

A NEW TESTAMENT BAPTIST FAITH MISSION WORK JUST LIKE THE
LORD JESUS COMMISSIONED HIS CHURCHES TO DO.
Go — Make Disciples — Baptize Them — Indoctrinate Them. Mt. 28:19,20.

IN COLUMBIA
JOSE TOMAS del CASTILLO
(Spanish Language)

WIFE OF OUR BELOVED TREASURER GOES TO BE WITH THE LORD

ted
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27.
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Z. E. Clark went to be with
gment Elder and Mrs. Z. E. Clark. Mrs.
September 3, 1953.
morning,
Thursday
on
Lord
the
ned,

Mary Florence Clark died on FAITH MISSIONS. He has
Thursday morning, September served without pay as a work
3, 1953, of a heart attack at of love for many years. He is
Evansville, Ind. Mrs. Clark was now teacher in the Tri-State
the wife of Elder Z. E. Clark, Baptist College, Evansville, Ind.,
beloved treasurer of BAPTIST and assistant to Brother James
FAITH MISSIONS. On Septem- H. Sims, pastor of Temple Bapber 9 they would have been tist Church, Evansville, Ind.
married 36 years. They have
Funeral services for Mrs.
three children, Houston Clark, Clark were held in the Temple
of Marion, Ky., Deacon Gilbert Baptist Church, Evansville, Ind.,
Clark, of Detroit, Mich., and on Saturday afternoon, SeptemMrs. David Boaz, of Taylorvile, ber 5. Pastor James H. Sims
N. C. and there are nine grand- preached the sermon. Pastor
children. Mrs. Clark received Harry Hille, president of BFM,
the Lord Jesus as her Saviour and Pastor Hafford H. Overbey,
and joined a Baptist church secretary of BFM, went to Evwhen just a girl. She has ansville for the funeral. Brother
been a faithful servant of the Hille and Brother Overbey and
Lord Jesus Christ. She was a Brother Tilton Garner had part
preacher's wife and stayed in a in the funeral service. The body
woman's place as the Scriptures was then taken to Marion, KY.,
teach that a woman should. She for funeral service in the Secwas a tower of strength to many. ond Baptist Church, Marion, Ky.,
She loved her church and she on Sunday afternoon and then
loved missions. She knew what laid to rest in the cemetery at
it was to do without and yet Marion to wait the morning of
have the Lord supply their the first resurrection. All the
every need. Brother Clark is the readers of the MISSION
faithful treasurer of BAPTIST SHEETS will join with us in

heartfelt sympathy to Brother
Clark. His address is:
Elder Z. E. Clark, Box 551,
Evansville, Ind.

Mitchell Lewis Keeps
Busy At Work
In Iquitos, Peru
Iquitos, Peru.
Dear Brother Overbey:
Last week Don Simon and I
started on a three-day trip to
Polis but as the water was so
low that we could not get one
hundred yards up the creek
called Polis we decided to visit
house to house on the Mamon
River as far as we could go.
At every house we were very
cordially received. We preached
the glorious gospel in every
(Next page, Column five)
411.411,41..110.
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bet cItten during the past month.
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1,ke seven waiting for baptism.
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The children study the
hy,le four times a week. That is
a creot 1tit" days for each class. I would
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to increase that more, and
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e411Y think that I will be able
,ater on. There is a teacher
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ree)
I'Lizeiro do Sul that has been

Most Interesting Letter From Royal(alley As To Visit To Cruzeiro

C
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that his work was finished there
and that he would like to begin
a new work.

so I did not have as long as I
usually do to spend there.
I took my son with me this
Zacarias also would like to time. He likes to go everywhere
start a new work in Seara. He that I do and I like to have his
has many loved ones living in company myself. On the way
the small villages of this state there we passed through a really
and hopes that he might reach violent storm. I think that it was
them with the gospel of Jesus the worst that I have ever flown
Christ. I am very sorry to see through. The wind bounced the
the work in Cruzeiro do Sul plane around the sky as if it
without two of its fine preachers, were a rubber ball. I think that
but truly the need is great everyone of the passengers beeverywhere. Let us pray fer- came ill except my son and myvently that they might do only self. We arrived in good spirits,
those things that will honor and however, that afternoon. Every
glorify our Saviour wherever time I make the trip, I marvel
they might be. Miguel plans to at the mode of transportation
leave in about a month. Zacarias that we have toddy. I remember
reading that Isaac Newton once
in about four or five.
said that in order for some of
There are many preachers in the prophecies of God to be fulCruzeiro do Sul that help all the filled that men would have to
time in the work and there are travel forty miles an hour. Volyoung men that have started re- taire at the time said that it
cently that are not supported by showed how an otherwise bright
the mission in any way but that man could be made foolish by
give every moment of their time the word of God. I wonder what
to the preaching of the gospel Voltaire would say today if he
when they don't have to work. were living. What a soft life the
So no doubt they will visit the missionary has today in comwork to assist those who are still parison with those of only fifty
there. I think that probably Ma- years back. When Bro. Branrio or Cicero will be called to don first arrived in Cruzeiro do
take the place of Miguel in the Sul he traveled along the Judura
church at Cr. do Su..
river which is about the crookThere have been some changes
I have just returned from edest river in the world and very
in the work since the last time
hot to travel on. I don't know
I wrote. Miguel has resigned as Cruzeiro do Sul. I left last
how long it took him to get
returnand
22,
July
Wednesday,
pastor of the church in Cruzeiro
ed the 29. The reason the time there, but I'm sure that his jourdo Sul and plans to work along
was so short in between going ney was not near so comfortable
tribuits
and
river
the Negro
and returning is that the as mine.
there
taries and use Manaus as his
On arriving there we borrowflight kept on being cancelled
headquarters. He said that he because of something or other ed a couple of hammocks and
had pastored the church for and it made me leave late but mosquito nets, a "bilia" to hold
fourteen years and that he felt the plane returned on schedule water in, set them in a house
teaching school for twenty years.
He has also been a member of
the church there for years. I
don't know how many. He
preaches very often at different
points especially in Barro do Jardim. You might remember me
telling you about the old man
who was so gracious to me the
first time that I went up there.
He has hired him to teach there
and the, government paid him
as well. He also preached and
helped the pastor there (Mario)
a great deal. He is planning to
come to Manaus next winter. I
might be able to arrange for him
to begin teaching. The teacher
that we have now doesn't have
either the experience in teaching
that he has had or the zeal for
Christ that this man as proved
in his life. Ithe were teaching
them I know that they would be
taught the Bible every day besides what else I would try to
teach them. He is a very good
disciplinarian and the children
paid the utmost attention to him
at Cruzeiro do Sul. He also
knows music and could teach the
children that, too. It just depends on whether we can come
to terms for him teaching both
of the classes.

that belongs to the mission, and
opened up our suitcase and settled down without any trouble at
all. The house is in much better
condition than it was the last
time that I went there. The people there have been repairing it.
The night that I arrived I
preached a sermon on the new
birth, using John 3:1-5. In this
sermon I tried to explain the
means of the new birth. Showing that the water and the Spirit
mean that we are saved by the
sanctification of the spirit and
the belief of the truth. That is
to say that by the power of the
spirit we may have faith in
Christ by believing His word.
The meeting was well attended
and I had many to tell me that
they had never heard this taught
so clearly before.
The next day I sent for Zacarias since I had never met him
before and then began to discuss
the Bible with Miguel. We love
to discuss the Bible together and
were discussing a passage in Hebrews, when a young girl entered and told us that one of
the members of the church was
very ill. We went to see her and
she was sick indeed. She was in
terrible pain. We went to get
the doctor and he gave her some
injections of abrocilina, a form
of penicillin that we have here.
We stayed there that afternoon
to see what we could do and
when later we found that she
was resting better we returned
to where I was staying. Later
that night I taught them to sing
a couple of new songs and the
(Next page, Column one)
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H. H. OVERBEY
1210 E. Grand Blvd.
Detroit 11, Mich.

Ca Hey Letter
(Preceding page, Column five)
we began use regular services.
That night I preached on the
new birth again, using verses
6-8 of the third chapter of John.
I tried to show this time the
absolute necessity of the new
birth and how that the new birth
could not be a change or reformation but that it was the receiving of a new life and, that
we had the same kind of nature
as our parents. In the flesh that
we were still carnal and that our
heart was still desperately wicked but that our new nature received from God was one like
unto His that did not sin and
that it would ultimately have
victory over the flesh, and that
for this reason Paul could say
that death had lost its sting, for
John said that our faith would
overcome the world.
The third day I went over to
the house of the old lady that
was sick. (I don't know her
name - they simply called her
the velinha, which means little
old woman. That is one of the
customs they have here. They
call anyone very old velinha or
velhina, depending on the sex of
the person) and I found that she
had become worse. I called the
doctor again and he said that
there was no hope for her. I did
everything that I could to make
her comfortable and went back
to my house where I was staying,
so that I might review my sermon for the night. While I was
there Miguel came and said that
they were having a controversy
over what happened to the soul
after death. Some said that it
slept until the resurrection and
others said that we were resurrected after we died. I went over
to Brother Newton's house and
found that there were quite a
few arguing about it. It seems
that some heretic from the Adventists had passed along with
his literature. I explained to
them that Paul had said absent
from the body, present with the
Lord, but that he was not speaking of a resurrection of the body
for he said that we were absent
from it, neither did he say that
the soul slept for he said that we
would be in the presence of the
Lord. I went on to explain that
the soul went to be eternally
with the Lord at death but that
it would not be reunited with a
sinless body formed after Christ,
until He returned to receive His
own at a- future date. I explained to those that wondered
at the resurrection of the saints
with Christ when he rose from
the tomb that they were the first
fruits of the resurrection and explained its different parts. It took
the whole afternoon and they
were very interested. That night
I again preached on the new
birth, continuing to verses 8 to
15. In this sermon I showed how
that the wind compared with the
Holy Spirit being sovereign, invisible, and irresistible. Then
how that Nicodemus still did not
understand and that he was the
type of all who did not have the
eye salve of God to see by. I concluded by showing how that
Christ made it all possible by
'•
Yie as the serpent,
comparison be(Thri-A and the serpent,
''• t they both were
1-oth had the semb- -Ind sin, and that
eoend on the person
t on --'410,oever looked, not
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First Baptist Church, Arabia, Ohio
$
Faith Baptist Church, Royal Oak, Mich.
Fenton Rood Baptist Church, Flint, Mich.
Buffalo Avenue Baptist Church, Tampa, Flo., (Hope Bible Class)
Emmaus Baptist Church, Fancy Form, Ky.
Liberty Baptist Church, Toledo, Ohio
Calvary Baptist Church, Richmond, Ky.
Jordan Baptist Church, Berwin, III.
Bellview Baptist Church, Paducah, Ky.
Chattaroy Baptist Church, Chattaroy, West Va.
Mt. View Baptist Church, Watauga, Tenn.
Fish Springs Baptist Church, Hampton, Tenn.
Sylvania Hills Baptist Church, New Brighton, Po.
Harmony Baptist Church, Pine Bluff, Ark.
Liberty Baptist Church, Central City, Ky. ........ ________
Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, Cadiz, Ky.
Bee Log Baptist Church, Bee Log, N. C.
(Intermediate Girls S. S. Class)
Liberty Baptist Church, Flint, Mich.
Liberty Point Baptist Church, Cadiz, Ky.
Immanuel Baptist Church, Dayton, Ky.
Oak Grove Baptist Church, Hazel, Ky.
Hopewell Baptist Church, Arlington, Ky.
New Hope Baptist Church, Dearborn, Mich.
New Hope Baptist Church, Dearborn, Mich. (Ladies Bible Class)
Julian Baptist Church, Gracey, Ky.
Second Baptist Church, Marion, Ky.
Upper Steer Run Baptist Chruch, Orma W. Va.
New Hope Baptist Church, Chicago, Ill.
Seven Springs Baptist Church, Dycusburg, Ky.
Flat Rock Baptist Church, Flat Rock, Mich.
Alexandria Baptist Church, Alexandria, Ky.
Zoar Baptist Church, Fancy Farm, Ky.
Water Valley Baptist Church, Water Valley, Ky. (Adult
S. S. Class)
First Baptist Church, White Plains, Ky.
Pleasant Grove Baptist Church, Hickory, Ky.
South Bristol Baptist Church, Bristol, Va.
Mt. Hebron Baptist Church, Lancaster, Ky.
Dawson Baptist Church, Orma, West Va.
Kirbyton Baptist Church, Bardwell, Ky.
First Baptist Church, Arabia, Ohio
Newby Baptist Church, Richmond, Ky.
Faith Baptist Church, Royal Oak, Mich. (Young People)
South Union Baptist Church, Cadiz, Ky.
Temple Baptist Church, Evansville, Ind.
Boyd's Hill Baptist Church, Cadiz, Ky.
Bryan Station Baptist Church, Lexington, Ky.
Westwood Baptist Church, Toledo, Ohio
Hampton Baptist Church, Hampton, Fla.
Grace Baptist Church, Base Line, Mich. (B.T.U.)
Grace Baptist Church, Bose Line, Mich. (L.B.C.)
Grace Baptist Church, Base Line, Mich. ___________
_
Good Will Baptist Church, Tampa, Flo.
Little Obion Baptist Church, Wingo, Ky.
Canfield Avenue Baptist Church, Detroit, Mich.
New Hope Baptist Church, Chicago, Ill.
(In memory of Mrs. Clark)
Knotts Baptist Church, Orma, West Va.
Southside Baptist Church, Winter Haven, Fla. (For Aug. and Sept.)
First Baptist Church, Russell, Ky.
Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Burleson, Knoxville, Tenn.
E. H. Lambert, Pennington Gap, Va.
J. H. Kain, West Cape May, N J.
Mr. and Mrs. J. W. Heaster, Clintonville, West Va.
Miss Maude Hunt, Franklin, Ky.
Mrs. M. A. Ailstock, Mansfield, La.
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Bayless, Macedonia, Ill.
Members of Port Norris Baptist Church, Port Norris, N. J.
E. H. Lambert, Pennington Gap, Va.
L. W. Page, Lawtey, Fla.
Mrs. Bona 0. Keith, Berger, Texas
Ronald E. Hall, McLeansboro,
Miss Kitty Bullington, Atwood, Tenn.
A Friend in Pueblo, Ky.
Mr. and Mrs. W. T. Burleson, Knoxville, Tenn.
A Friend in McLeansboro,
Bruce Eokle, Cloy, West Va.
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Robbins, Port Norris, N. J.
Friends in McLeansboro, III.
Ronald E. Hall, McLeansboro, Ill.
John Mock, New York, N. Y. (in the Navy)
Delbert Gene Pennington, New York, N. Y. (in the Navy)
Orville Ditchley, Grandview, Ind.
Mrs. Casey Merritt, Lesage, West Va.
Mrs. William L. Stephens, Sanford, Fla.
Total

36.81
8.35
5.00
50.00
21.11
23.64
25.89
50.00
18.72
15.00
12.75
12.36
1.40
67.30
22.80
60.00
10.00
12.72
56.08
25.00
34.50
18.88
44.48
10.00
27.30
26.79
5.00
80.00
47.00
31.40
25.00
32.46
7.60
15.00
5.59
5.00
54.01
10.00
46.91
76.36
11.57
20.00
7.00
31.00
39.00
15.00
20.00
25.00
4.41
10.00
300.00
43.24
15.60
151.50
25.00
6.00
110.00
212.42
2.00
5.00
10.00
5.00
5.00
1.00
10.00
100.00
5.00
16.00
50.00
5.00
4.00
10.00
2.00
25.00
2.00
30.00
100.00
20.00
10.00
1.00
2.00
20.00

5.00,

$2629.95

I wish to express my sincere thanks to all who have spoken kind
words of encouragement and done deeds of helpfulness and for floral offerings from churches and individuals in the trying hours of the going of my
wife. She has gone to be with the Lord and it won't be long until I will
join her. My children and grandchildren wish to join me in saying thank
you.--Z. E. Clark.
As the Lord leads you, send all offerings for the mission work to the
treasurer of this mission. Address all offerings to:
Elder Z. E. Clark, Treasurer
P. 0. Box 551
Evansville, Indiana
how sick but to whom they
looked.
The next morning as I was
--alking with my son to Brother
"Tn... -ton's hotre for breakfast, I
as met again by a little girl and
bhe told me that the old lad,y

had died, and that they wanted
to see me. I went over and they
had her laying on some planks
on the table. It was sad to see
them all grieving so. They asked
me if I could assist in directing
the servicev., which I did. The fu-

funeral was that afternoon at 4
o'clock. They don't embalm here
and with the climate as it is
they must bury the body soon
after death. They said that this
woman was a very faithful
member of the church for fifteen
years or more. I think she was
the first person converted under
Miguel's preaching. All of her
many children were saved except one and they were all there.
I tried to comfort them by reminding them that Christ gives
us victory over death, using the
last part of the fifteenth chapter
of I Corinthians as my text.
Then we pounded the lid on the
coffin and began carrying it to
the cemetery. It was a long way
and since the handles were made
of rope it cut the hands a little.
We finally arrived and then we
tried to put the coffin in the
grave but it was too small and
got stuck half way down. We
had a very hard time to get it
out again and had ripped the
cloth on the sides. I am very
glad that the relatives did not
come along. They don't here, and
at least in this case it is better
that they didn't. We had to dig
the hole a little larger then and
then we put the black ,coffin to
rest. They are ghastly looking
boxes, being hurriedly made
after the death of its occupant.
Then the custom here is that
everyone fills up the grave and
everyone there began to cover
up the coffin with furious speed.
As I stood there watching them,
I could not help but shudder as
I heard the dirt fall on the coffin. It made me think of how
much more horrible the second
death will be mentioned in Revelation. That night I preached
again on the new birth, using
John 3:16-20 as my text. I explained that God loved the world
in such a manner that he sent
His Son to die for those who
would believe on Him. This verse
is so beautiful written in Portuguese that I like it much better than the English version. I
pointed out that we were not
saved because we loved God but
because He loved us, and that
His gift was eternal and that we
should not perish. I taught them
also that though all others who
had seen Christ in the Old Testament thought they would die
because of seeing Him, or rather
many of them thought so, Christ
said that he did not come into
the world to condemn it but to
save. That the great condemnation of the world was that the
light came and men loved darkness better than light.
Sunday morning I preached on
the three tenses of Salvation,
showing that though it is spoken
of in the past tense in some
places, in the present on other
occasions and in the future in yet
other instances, that it was all
harmonious, and explained that
salvation took in a much larger
scope than most people thought,
that it began with our foreordination and covered our glorification which is yet future and
for this reason it is sometimes
spoken of in all three tenses depending on what part or phase of
our salvation is meant.
Zacarias arrived early that
morning and I had a long talk
with him Sunday afternoon. I
found him a very likeable person. Sunday night I preached on
the Twenty-third Chapter of
Psalms, showing that we only
walked through the shadow of
the valley of death and that a
shadow couldn't hurt anyone,
and that Christ was with us even
then. I tried very hard to show
them that Christ had walked
through the valley of death for
us and we only had the shadow,
that even then he ,would give us
dying grace, and that we were
never forsaken. The relatives of
the woman who died were there
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Monday I began discussing ;'Contint
Bible with Miguel and Zacar result
They wanted to know wh e with '
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that this was so but that th town
was still another covering to e to
over that. I showed them ''reh, w
there were two different wo 'le, wh
used for covering in this chap Cr try
never
one for the hair and one for
veil or hat. Perhaps some God to
them did not like it, but 1.1 "sings v
did not try to answer wha'!e is a c
stand
preached.
Tuesday I preached on Je' to be
3:22-30, about the necessity 'W it?
our taking John the Bapti-'IA say
testimony and actions as
guide. That we should not ha
jealousy among us but must od say:
crease that Christ's honor • t he it
glory would be increased. A He di,
the services we all said good t you a
to one another and very e• outsid
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many thousands there are in the
world today who are depending
°LOOKING UNTO
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JESUS THE AUTHOR
you this morning, beloved, there
is no salvation apart from the
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blood shedding of Christ. The
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FAITH; WHO FOR
Son of God had to die, He had
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JOY
THAT WAS SET
blood,
He had to pay
to shed His
for sin, and I say to you today,
BEFORE HIM ENDURED
there is no other way of escape
THE CROSS,DESPISI NG
and no way whereby man can
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go to Heaven apart from the
DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND
shedding of the blood of the Lord
Jesus Christ.
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I think this morning of that
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Sunaay School superintendent
whom I heard a few months ago
say that it made no difference
whether a man was even a
member of a church, if he were
just honest before God and
treated everyone the best he
could, he would go to Heaven
when he died. What a tragedy
for a church to be cursed with
a Sunday School superintendent
or even a member who believed
like that. Listen, beloved, no
one is saved because of his goodness, no one is saved because of
his good deeds, no one is saved
because of his church membership, no one is saved because
of anything the church does in
his behalf. Our salvation is based
wholly and entirely on the blood
shedding of the Lord Jesus
Christ at Calvary. In six thousand years of earth's history,
God has never yet forgiven any
man except on the basis that
Jesus died to blot out that man's
sins in His own precious blood.
This morning God tells you
that the only hope you can have
'
is a ghope that is based on the
blood, and God doesn't mean
maybe. Why can't people see
that? Lots of folk will come to
church and hear the preacher
say that, but they think "maybe
there is some other way, maybe
I can get around the blood in
some manner. I'm depending upon my church membership and
baptism to help out, in a sense, ing, "maybe" — He means ex- them should be in the budget of service, and our best service can
my salvation. Maybe God will, actly what He says.
every Baptist Church that be- be rendered o n 1 y through
in some way, make an excepSinner friend, this morning, lieves in the verbal inspiration of thorough teaching and adequate
tion." There are no "maybes" would you like to be a child of the Scriptures, unconditional training. It is our earnest praywith God — God's promises are God? Then just take God at His election, the independence and er to God that as a result of this
"yea" and "amen" — they are word. You are already condemn- perpetuity of New Testament article we shall hear from a
final.
ed and the only way you can be churches, salvation by grace, the number of preachers about ensaved is to receive Jesus Christ pure Gospel as the power of God tering our school. Write today
VII
as your Saviour. How do I know unto salvation, the eternal se- or visit the Tri-State Baptist BiLet me say once again that it? God said it and He didn't curity of believers, the scrip- ble College, Temple Baptist
tural place of women in the Church, /007 W. Franklin St.,
God has already promised that say "maybe."
churches,
the scriptural observ- Evansville, Indiana. You will
May
God
bless
you!
Jesus Christ is coming back to
ance of the Lord's Supper by find here a spiritual, friendly
this world. He didn't say "mayclose communion and the use of atmosphere that is conductive
st,X
be." Listen:
unleavened bread and wine, and to most rapid growth in grace.
"And if I go and prepare a
the premillennial return of
Bible
College
again,
place for you, I will come
Christ. Our denominationallyand receive you unto myself,
owned and controlled schools are
(Continued from page one)
that where I am, there ye may
AN APPRECIATED
ing for the development of abili- not einphasizing these things. In
be also."—John 4:3.
ty
to teach. Teaching is more many cases they are denying
LETTER
He went, beloved, and He is
than the mere utterance of them.
bound to come again. He didn't
words. Thus practical training
September 15, 1953
say, "Maybe I'll come again,"
needs to be given.
130 Marshall Circle
AN APPEAL FOR STUDENTS
but rather, He said, "And if I
Oak Ridge, Tenn.
On the basis of Paul's comgo . . I will come again." Thank
We have an initial combined Dear Bro, Gilpin:
God, beloved, He went away, mand and in view of the circumand He is coming back. My hope stances just noted, it has been enrollment for both day and
I am enclosing $3.00 for one
this morning is not that I want found advantageous to have cen- night classes of more than thirto make this world a better ters for the teaching and train- ty. But we want others. For that of the books, "A Systematic
place in which to live. My hope ing of preachers. This is why reason we are moving the latest Study of Bible Doctrine," by
is not that there will come a the Tri-State Baptist Bible Col- date for enrollment from Oct. Bro. Simmons. I borrowed one
time when everyone in Russell lege exists. It is sound. It is ade- 5 to Oct. 19. All who enroll by from a friend and brother and
will be saved and that every quately equipped to give both the latter date will receive full studied a part of it and I can
saved person in Russell will be instruction in the Word and credit. Moreover we do not want recommend it as the deepest and
a Baptist. My hope is not that I training in the work of our Mas- our tuition charge of fifty dollars most interesting book that I
will ever see a time when I ter. Students are privileged to a semester to keep any worthy have ever read, the Bible exwill have an easy time in the observe and to participate in the student out of our school. We cepted, and I sure enjoy your
ministry. I have no hope that program of visitation and per- will gladly waive this charge for paper The Baptist Examiner.
people will eventually come to sonal evangelism of the Temple any preacher who is not able
Pray for me. A brother in
the place where they will ac- Baptist Church. I wish the to pay it. If necessary, forget all Christ.
cept what I preach. My hope this readers of the Examiner could about tuition and come on. We
L. B. Ruth
morning, however, beloved, as fully realize that we have in will also forget it. How we wish
get
Evansville
a
would
school that is pastors and churches
a saved man, is that Jesus Christ
is coining back to this world. He worthy of their support. In this matter of the teaching and
To neglict or deny the Lord's
is my hope today and He is President James H. Sims we training of preachers on their
coming back to take possession have a sound and scholarly lead- hearts and encourage young coming is heresy. To fix a date
of a world which has forever er. With his Master of Arts de- preachers to go to school. The for it is lunacy.
* * *
been in rebellion to Him. Thank gree from the University of woodcutter gains time by taking
The world's reformers look to
God He is coming because God Florida, he is qualified to teach time out in the morning to
said He was, and He didn't say in any college. I have never sharpen his axe. So the preach- the crowd. The believers look to
known a man more evenly bal- er will gain time by taking time the cloud.
"maybe."
anced or better poised, and I out in his early ministry to get
Beloved, whenever you pick have never known a sounder much needed training. May God
up your Bible to read it, won't man. What a wonderful trio we lay the importance of this matTHE BAPTIST EXAMINER
you take it for what it says? It have in The Baptist Examiner, ter upon the hearts of all His
PAGE THREE
is "yea" and "amen" — it is the Tri-State Baptist Bible Col- people. The ministry is a high
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final and positive. God isn't say- lege, and Faith Missions! All of calling and is worthy of our best
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71 god has has made your program, He will carry it out.
in many quarters, and others are
fast adopting the schedule. It
has been so blessed in some
(Continued from page one)
vent the approval of this pp- places that many groups report
posal to sell package liquor at not a single conversion in the
year, while others, wisely recogAir Bases."
nizing these as the "days of
Noah," have closed down the
Sunday Gospel service altogether.
Five Ways To Bless
Now, dear reader, this brings
blessing to Satan. But it should
(Continued from page one)
best time is when the preacher not be so. If, by God's help, we
viz.,
happens to look' your way. He reverse the procedures,
bear the
may take the hint. It is advis- come early and pray;
prayer; allow the
able to start looking at the clock, speaker up in
to control the
God
of
Spirit
or your watch, about 15 minutes before the closing time, as meeting; leave at the close looksome preachers are very diffi- ing for souls; and retire to one's
cult to get stopped. Let him home with prayerful concern for
Gospel meeting will
know you have other things to the lost, the
a blessing to the
be
longer
no
do besides listen to him. If he
closes on time you still may be Devil, but a blessing unto the
able to get home in time to turn Lord, and salvation for the lost.
on the "George Pazooka Show,"
it's a scream. What is the matter
with preachers? Don't they
Serve God
know by now that if God gives
them help they can finish quick(Continued from page one)
ly? Why run five minutes over
themselves to churchattached
time? The only place in the
world where you should place es. The real purpose is to foster
a premium on running over time denominational control over the
is when you have a man work- local church, and to turn reveing for you. When the whistle nue into denominational headblows he should always take an quarters. If you think the auxiextra five minutes to finish his liaries are warranted in the
job well. That is good. Or, a Bible, then try to find chapter
baseball game. Nine innings is and verse that authorizes them.
alright, but when it goes eleven Be sure to wipe your specs
or twelve . . . what a game! Oh, clean, for you will need to look
sure, Paul continued his speech hard!
until midnight, but those were WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO
the dark ages when folk had
SERVE GOD?
nothing else to do but think
getsouls
First, service MUST BE
about God's Word and
FROM THE VERY SPIRIT of
ting saved. This is a new age.
a person. (Rom. 1:9). One who
The Fourth Thing
is not a Christian cannot truly
which practically clinches a serve God, so service must be
meeting for Satan takes place preceded by conversion. (Note
after the close of the service. I Thess. 1:9). Turning to God
Change the subject immediately "from idols" comes ahead of
upon greeting the one next to serving God. That the spirit is
you. If the message has been involved is made plain also by
particularly solemn, dispel the Rom. 12:1. (See marginal transheaviness by light-hearted jest lation).
and repartee. Show the strangFORMS OF SERVICE:
ers that you are not "down-in1. THE GREATEST SERVthe-mouths," or "one-channel"
saints. If the seriousness of the ICE IS THE WINNING OF
meeting is carried over into the THE LOST TO CHRIST. "And
conduct and attitude of the he that turneth many to rightcrowd by reverent conversation, eousness shall shine as the stars
or prayer meeting in the base- of the firmament forever and
ment, it will drive the reality ever." All service is secondary
of eternity upon unsaved souls to this. Most modern d a y
so that when they get home the "church work" does not even
message will still be ringing in touch genuine soul winning.
2. HELPING THE PEOPLE
their hearts giving them much
discomfort until they come to OF GOD, constitutes the servChrist. If everyone will quickly ice of God. (Matt. 25:40).
change the subject to the secular, These were persons in need,
his job, the weather, or any- and some ministered unto them,
thing at all will do, it gives the and some did not.
whole meeting the atmosphere
3. LIVING THE CHRISTIAN
of "make-believe" Christianity; LIFE DAILY BEFORE MEN IS
that the danger of being lost or SERVING GOD. (See Ephes.
saved is just while the preacher 6:5-8). There it is indicated that
is speaking. If you can last to the servant who should exemthe end of it, you are safe, and plify his Lord in his daily livSatan snatches away the good ing and activity, is serving that
seed.
Lord and shall be rewarded for
•
it.
Step
Final
The Fifth and
4. DOING GOOD AND
which tends much to assure SHOWING MERCY IN THE
blessing for Satan both now and LORD'S NAME IS SERVICE.
for future meetings is to ana- This extends to the minutest
lyze the preacher and his preach- detail. (See Matt. 10:42).
Much of what people do,
ing openly before the family.
This will be particularly bene- when they think that they are
ficial for your unsaved children. serving God, is really for self.
Roast the preacher slowly and It is to be praised of men —
carefully over a 340 degree flame it is to pamper ego—it is to
of criticism and analysis of his please the flesh—it is for the
manner a n d delivery. This satisfying of some selfish momakes a savory bit to retire on tive or instinct. To serve God,
and seldom fails to give the un- we must WANT to serve Him
saved children food for thought because we love Him, and we
as to the reality of Christianity must do things for HIS SAKE
and brotherly love, oft times and not our own. We. need to
causing them to hold a barrier constantly scrutinize our own
against Christ to their dying day. motives—else we may readily
These five things all together, deceive ourselves into thinking
or in part, will assure blessing that we are serving God, when
for Satan practically everytime. we are merely pleasing ourIt has been working successfully selves.
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The First Of A Series On The
Absolute Sovereignty Of Go SS101
By T. P. SIMMONS
Teacher in Tri-State Baptist
Bible College
Evansville, Indiana

where we read: "Who is he that
saith, and it cometh to pass,
when the Lord commandeth it
not?"

PART I

Jesus Taught The
Sovereignty of God

Some months ago over station
WIRO of Ironton, Ohio,I preached three sermons on the general
theme of "The Sovereignty of
God." Several who heard these
sermons expressed a desire for
a copy of them. For that reason
I promised to submit them for
publication in The Baptist Examiner. I am now fulfilling this
promise. The first sermon follows. The Lord willing, the other
two will appear in subsequent
issues.
The Need For An Adequate
Vision Of God

Jesus taught the sovereignty
of God in Matt. 11:25-27 when
He said: "I thank thee, 0 Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because thou hast hid these
things from the wise and prudent, and has revealed them unto babes. Even so, Father; for so
it seemed good in thy sight. All
things are delivered unto me of
my Father; and no man knoweth
the Son, but the Father; neither
knoweth any man the Father,
save the Son, and he to whom
the Son will reveal him."

Again Jesus taught the soverOne of the greatest needs to- eignty of God over even the evil
day on the part of Christians is acts of men when he said to
that they shall get a new and Pilate: "Thou couldest have no
adequate vision of God. We power at all against me, except
need such a vision of God as it were given thee from above"
that which was given to Isaiah, (John 19:11). This conforms to
as recorded in Isa. 6. The God the words of Peter in Acts 2:
that Isaiah saw on that occasion 23, where, in speaking of Christ,
stands in contrast with the pre- he says: "Him, being delivered
vailing God of modern Chris- by the determinate counsel and
tendom. The God believed in by foreknowledge of God, ye have
the greater part of modern taken, and by wicked hands
Christendom is a weakling and have crucified and slain." Again
a failure, vainly trying to do in Acts 4:27 we read: "For of a
many things that He is unable truth against thy holy child
to do, while the God that was Jesus, whom thou has annointmanifested to Isaiah was high ed, both Herod and Pontius Piand lifted up, sitting on a throne. late, with the Gentiles, and the
This means that Isaiah saw the people of Israel, were gathered
God who is ruling and reigning together, for to do whatsoever
in the affairs of this world, so thy hand and thy counsel dethat the "whole earth is full of termined before to be done."
His glory."
Finally Eph. 1:11 speaks of
God's Word teaches that God God as one that "worketh all
not only is omnipotent, not only things after the counsel of his
is able to do anything that own will."
pleases Him, but that He actuGod's Sovereignty Is
ally does only and always that
Universal
which pleases Him. Hear the
Psalmist as he declares: "WhatChrist and the Apostles, tosoever the Lord pleased that did
gether with Moses and the proin
earth,
in
and
heaven,
he in
that God's soverthe seas, and all deep places" phets taught
eignty is absolute and universal.
(Psa. 135:6). Hear Isaiah pronot only over inaniclaiming the truth he learned It extends,
but over animate
creation,
mate
in his vision as he speaks of God
creation also. It operates both
as "declaring the end from the
in earth. It combeginning, and f rom ancient in Heaven and
all
acts of all men
the
prehends
times that are not yet done, sayand all angels. The work of the
ing, My counsel shall stand, and
devil is just as much under the
I will do all my pleasure" (Isa.
of the sovereignty of
control
46:10). God took great pains to
God as. was the work of Christ.
teach this truth to King NebuIn the book of Job it is plainly
chadnezzar. Nebuchadnezzar was
that the devil can do
shown
a haughty man. At the height of
nothing beyond that which
his glory he said: "It is not this
God's purpose permits him to do.
great Babylon, that I have built
Satan challenged God conWhen
for the house of my kingdom by
cerning Job, saying: "Put forth
the might of my power, and for
thine hand now, and touch all
the honor of my majesty" (Dan.
that he hath, and he will curse
4:30). Because of this arrogance
thee to thy face," God said to
and
men
from
him
drove
God
Satan: "Behold all that he hath
he ate "grass as oxen, and his
in thy power; only upon himis
body was wet with the dew of self put not forth thine hand"
heaven, till his hairs were grown
(Job 1:11,12). When Satan faillike eagles' feathers, and his
ed to turn Job away from God
nails like birds' claws"; and the
by taking his possessions, he
purpose of this was that he
for power to afflict Job's
asked
High
most
the
might "know that
body, and God said: "Behold, he
ruleth in the kingdom of men,
is in thine hand; but save his
and giveth it to whomsoever he
life" (Job 2:5,6). Each time God
learned
will." Nebuchadnezzar
set the bound beyond which Sahis lesson well, for we read:
tan could not go. So it is with
"And at the end of the days I
all evil and evil men. Sin and
mine
up
Nebuchadnezzar lifted
did not come into the world
eyes unto heaven, and mine un- evil
the purpose of God
derstanding returned unto me, contrary to
not now operate
they
do
and
and
High,
most
and I blessed the
contrary to the purpose of God.
I praised and honored him that
For wise and holy reasons that
liveth for ever, whose dominion
are best known to God alone,
and•
dominion,
is an everlasting
God permitted sin to enter the
his kingdom is from generation
and the human family;
to generation; and all the in- universe
it for His own
is
and
overrruling
reare
habitants of the earth
glory.
puted as nothing, and he doeth
according to his will in the army
Human Responsibility Is
of heaven, and among the inNot Impaired
habitants of the earth; and none
The fact that sin has a place
can stay his hand, or say unto
him, What doest thou?" (Dan. in God's purpose does not remove or in anywise lessen the
4:34,35).
responsibility of those who comLive as if Christ died yesterThat nothing comes to pass mit sin. We have read from
day, rose this morning and was except according to the purpose God's Word that the men who
coming back tomorrow.
of God is shown by Lam. 3:37, crucified Jesus were doing only

that which God's hand and co
sel determined before to.
done, but they did it from wi
ed motives and were just as
sponsible and blame-worthy
they would have been if G
purpose had had nothing to
with their foul deed.
God Does Not Cause Sin

The respOnsibility of evil
remains in spite of the sov
eignty of God because God
His sovereignty does not ca
men to commit sin. Man rem
perfectly free under the so
eignty of God in all his a
Man chooses and wills f
whether he engages in the
of worshipping God or in
act of blaspheming the name
God. If his act be acceptable
God, then it is one that God
His grace and Spirit has enab
him to perform. If his act be
evil one, then it proceeds f
his own evil nature, God me
permitting it or refraining fr
preventing it. But God kneW
the beginning just how in
sin He would permit, and
all the sin that comes to pass
a part of His sovereign purp
(Note: The writer is now
tor of the First Baptist Ch
of White Plains, Ky. We ext
to the readers of The Bap
Examiner a cordial inivtatiofl
worship with us there any
they may feel led of the
to do so.)
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Have you heard of Gossi
town on the shores of Falseh
Bay, where old Dame R
with rustling gown is going
livelong day?
It isn't far to Gossiptown
people who want to go; the I
ness train will take you clowil
just an hour or so. The Thoug
less road is a popular route,
most people start that way;
its steep down grade, if you d
look out, you will land in Fe
hood Bay.
You glide through the va
of Vicious Folk, into the t
of Hate, and after crossing
Add-to-Bridge, you walk ri
to the city gate. The prinei
street is called "They Say,"
"I've Heard" is the public 11
and the breezes that blow fr
Falsehood Bay are laden
"Don't-You-Tell."
In the midst of the town
Tell-Tale Park. You're ne
quite safe while there, for
owner is Madam Suspicious
mark who lives on the st
Don't Care. Just back of the P
is Slander's Row, and there
was Good Name died, pierced
a dart from Jealousy's boot
the hands of Envious Pride.
From Gossiptown, peace 1
since has fled, but Trouble
Grief and Woe and Sorrow Y
meet instead, if ever you ch to go.
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'Tis a dangerous road
leads down there, and beYnt
the hill of regret you must fw
ly climb to free yourself,
gain your selfrespect. The
tears be spilled as you as
though forgiveness may be
iS boc
alas! you never quite can n'
the damage you have done' ittis
we;
tie pa.i
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"atl,
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Those who believe in His of ttly,
ble return are not lookingdr 2. so
the undertaker, but the VP' tt;.41ally
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A dollar can be made tt/t lef doe
many wonderful things, 139 eons:
can't be used to buy a rese'
seat in Heaven.

