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"The First New Testament Question"
"Where is he?"—Mt. 2:2.
In the Bible, you will find
that God oftimes asked questions, and always God's questions are pointed and quite upsetting to the natural man. I
don't remember a single question that God ever asked in the
Bible but what was so pointed
that it was embarrassing to the
•
flesh.
For example, the very first
question that was ever asked in
the Bible was asked by God
when He said to Adam in the
Garden of Eden after he had

sinned, "Where art thou?" You
must confess, beloved, that this
was an embarrassing question
unto Adam, but it is just like the
balance of the questions that
God ever asked. They are never
ambiguous; they are always
pointed, and they are always the
type questions that causes embarrassment so far as our fleshly nature is concerned.
When you come to the New
Testament, you will find a number of questions are asked by
God. We have one of these asked in the book of Matthew,
when Jesus asked:

"For what is a man profited,
if he shall gain the whole world,
and lose his own soul? or what
shall a man give in exchange
for his soul?"—Mt. 16:26.
This is one of the questions
which the Lord Jesus Christ
asked during His sojourn here
in this world. If you will turn
to I Peter, you will find another
of these questions which is just
as pointed. Listen:
"And if the righteous scarcely
be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?"—
I Peter 4:18.
(Continued on page two)

sSc.
A STRANGE
GUEST ROOM
A certain popular woman,
with a strange sense of humor,
said she had the guest room in
her house wired with a.‘ microphone and a recording machine
—both carefully concealed.
Then, at the breakfast table,
she played back the conversation of the couple who had occupied the room the night before.
"Oh, horrors!" you say. You
may never be an occupant of
such a room, but do not forget
(Continued on page four)
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"First N. T. Question"
(Continued from page six)
Then, beloved, if you will notice in the book of Hebrews,
we have another question.
"How shall we escape, if we
neglect so great salvation?" —
Heb. 2:3.
Now, beloved, here are some
questions taken at random from
the Word of God, questions
which our Lord asked, and every
one of these questions are pointed. They are the type of questions which leave us in an embarrassing position as we try to
answer them — embarrassing
due to the fraility and the failure of our flesh.
Now, beloved, when we come
to this question which I have
read as a text, this is the first
question of the New Testament.
It wasn't asked by the Lord,
but rather it was asked by the
wise men who came from the
far East at the time of the birth
of our Lord Jesus Christ. These
wise men asked the question,
"Where is he?"
Now, by God's grace, I trust
that I will be able to answer
this question.

the events of your life that
shape up your destiny — not
only throughout 'eternity, but
your destiny of this very hour.
If you will turn to the Word
of God, you will find it amply
proven that He was with God
planning our destiny for He is
referred to as the Lamb that was
slain from before the foundation of the world.
"And all that dwell upon the
earth shall worship him whose
names are not written in the
book of life of the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the
world."—Rev. 13:8.
Don't let anybody tell you
that the entrance of sin was unforeseen failure of man on
the part of God. Don't you let
anyone tell you that when sin
came, that God had to get together a hurried-up remedy in
order that something might be
done relative to the sin question. Beloved, salvation was no
hurried-up remedy. It was no
human panacea, nor was it a
divine panacea that was started
after sin became a reality. Instead, Jesus Christ in the mind
of God was a Lamb slain from
the very foundation of the
world.
Beloved, where is He? Back
yonder in eternity past, as God
and with God, He was planning
not only your destiny, but even
the very events of your life,
even in this particular hour.
"Known unto God are all his
works from the beginning of the
world."—Acts 15:18.
Listen, beloved, your life is
a planned life. Your life is a
predetermined life. Your life is
a predestined life. Your life is a
life that was foreknown and fixed by God from before the foundation of the world. You are
not here in this church building
tonight by chance. You are not
living here in this town because
of some mere whimsical choice
that you may have made. Instead, beloved, you are here
within this building worshipping
tonight, and you are living here
within this town or wherever
you are living, just because God
planned your life before the
foundation of the world.
Listen:
"And hath made of one blood
all nations of men for to dwell
on all the face of the earth, and
hath deterw.ined the times before appointed, and the bounds
of their habitation."—Acts 17:26.
Beloved, I tell you tonight I
don't know anything that thrills
my heart more than to realize
that He has established the
bounds of my habitation, as
Paul said when he spoke to that
group in the city of Athens.
Oh, brother, sister, where is
He? In eternity past He was
Jesus Christ, planning, counseling, predetermining, pre-arranging, predestining your present
life and your future destiny.

WHERE IS HE,IN THE PAST,
BEFORE HE CAME TO THIS
WORLD?
Where was the Lord before
He laid aside His God-head
yonder in Glory, before He laid
aside His golden robe and unloosed the golden sandals and
announced to the angels that
He did not disdain the womb of
a virgin, but that He was going to this world to be born of a
virgin, to become a man and
to live here within the world?
I ask you, beloved, where was
Jesus Christ then?
To answer that question, I will
say that in eternity past He
was with God and was God
Himself. Listen:
"And now, 0 Father, glorify
thou me with thine own self
with the glory which I had with
thee before the world was." —
John 17:5.
Oh, might I burn it into your
very soul this hour — Jesus
' II
Christ was God, so much so that
WHERE IS HE IN THE MANas I often say, the God of the
Old Testament was the Jesus GER?
I can answer this question in
Christ of the New. In eternity
past He was with God, He was precisely the same emphatic
God, and He was planning then manner that I answered the

first. As He was in eternity past
with God, so, beloved, in the
manger He was still God Incarnate.
"But when the fulness of the
time was come, God sent forth
his Son, made of a woman, made
under the law, To redeem them
that were under the law, that
we might receive the adoptjon
of sons."—Gal. 4:4, 5.
Beloved, there isn't one bit
of difference in the Jesus Christ
who was born in Bethlehem and
cradled in a manger than there
was in the God of all eternity
who planned your life and mine.
All of those Old Testament
prophecies point to that manger.
Listen:
"The sceptre shall not depart
from Judah, nor a lawgiver from
between his feet, until Shiloh
come; and unto him shall the
gathering of the people be." —
Gen. 49:10.
"I shall see him, but not now:
I shall behold him, but not nigh:
there shall come a Star out of
Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise
out of Israel, and shall smite
the corners of Moah, and destroy all the children of Sheth."
—Nu. 24:17.
"Therefore the Lord himself
shall give you a sign; Behold,
a virgin shall conceive, and bear
a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel."—Isa. 7:14.
"For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given: and the
government shall be upon his
shoulder: and his name shall
be called Wonderful, Counselor,
The mighty God, The everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace."—
Isa. 9:6.
"But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah,
yet out of thee shall he come
forth unto me that is to be ruler
in Israel; whose goings forth
have been from of old, from
everlasting."—Micah 5:2.
Beloved, even the very place
that Jesus was to be born, the
city of• Bethlehem was foretold
in prophecy, and every one of
these prophecies pointed unerringly toward the manger.
Where is He? He is God Incarnate, born in Bethlehem,
cradled in the manger, the fulfiller of Old Testament predictions that were prophesied by
the prophets of God.
How honored was He in His
birth? Even God hung a star in
the Heavens to signal the place
of His Birth. How honored He
was when even the angels of
God came down that night and
preached the first Gospel message that was ever preached
by an angel, when he said:
"For unto you is born this
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward
men."—Lu. 2:11, 14.
I say to you, beloved, He was
honored in His birth. The shepherds came and the wise men
from afar came. How honored
was the birth of Jesus, and yet
how unhonored was His birth!
Why, beloved, there wasn't even
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a decent place for our Lord to
be born. There was no room in
the inn, and when He was born,
it was in a manger that He was
laid. An oxen gave its stall for
the delivery room for the birth
of our Lord that a manger might
be provided which should be a
crib, a cradle, for our Lord.
"And she brought forth her
firstborn son, and 'wrapped him
in swaddling clothes, and laid
him in a manger; because there
was no room for them in the
inn."—Luke 2:7.
Several years ago I was a
student in the Seminary at
Louisville, Kentucky, when the
Queen of Rumania toured the
world, spending several days
here in the United States. It
happened by the grace of God
that I was in Louisville on the
day that she came there. Band
after band played. Oh, what a
reception it was that Queen
Mary of Rumania received! It
was a royal welcome that was
given to her. I don't know
whether she said why she came
to this country, and I am satisfied that no one was even bettered or benefited by her coming, but what a royal, regal welcome she received in every city
which she visited while here in
America.
But not so with our Lord.
There was no band that played.
There was no crowd to applaud.
There was no one who cheered.
When Jesus was born, there was
no room for Him in the inn.
I remember when but a lad,
reading the story of the coronation of George V of England
when he was crowned king. His
eldest son went to the old Cornovan Castle in Wales to be received as the Prince of Wales,
accompanied by Lloyd George.
I shall never forget the description how, when they approached the castle, that the hall was
festal with music, the dining
table groaned beneath its weight
of food, and when the doors
swung open to receive the
Prince of Wales, that there was
a loud acclaim that their prince
had been received.
But not so when the Prince
of Peace came to this world.
There was no one to applaud.
There was no band to play.
There was no one to cheer.
There was no royal welcome.
Instead, we read:
"He came unto his own, and
his own received him not." —
John 1:11.
I tell you, beloved, Jesus was
royally welcomed and honored
by God, by the angels, by the
wise men and by the shepherds,
and yet how unhonored and unwelcomed was He on the part
of man.
In the words of my text, I
ask you, where is He? In the
manger as the God, Fulfiller of
Prophecy, as God, honored by
God, yet unhonored by man.
We read in the second chapter
of Matthew how that no sooner
was He born than did opposition
rise, and Herod the king sent
forth an edict that all the children in the city of Bethlehem
two years old and younger were
to be slaughtered, in an attempt
to get rid of the Lord Jesus
Christ. I tell you, beloved, opposition began with the birth of
the Lord Jesus Christ.
I am not surprised that there
is opposition to God's preachers
today. I am not surprised if
there is opposition to the minister who is true to God today.
Jesus said:
"The disciple is not above his
master, nor the servant above
his lord. It is enough for the
disciple that he be as his master,
and the servant as his lord. If
they have called the master of
the house Beelzebub, how much
more shall they ca// them of his
household?"—Mt. 10:24, 25.
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Charles D udle y Warner:
"Wholly apart from its religious
or ethical value, the Bible is the
one book that no intelligent
person who wishes to come into
contact with the world of
thoughts and to share the ideas
of the great minds of the Christian era, can afford to be ignorant of. All modern literature
and all art are permeated with
it. There is scarcely a great book
in the language that can be
fully understood and enjoyed
without this knowledge, so full
is it of allusions and illustrations
from the Bible. It is not at all
a question of religion or theology or dogma; it is a question
of general intelligence."
Patrick Henry: "The Bible is
worth all other books which
have ever been printed."

If the great minds of the
world have paid such tributes to
the Bible as a great book, how
much more should God's people study and obey it as the
Word of God. To those who
have been called of God into
His service, we say, there is no
better place to study the Bible
than in the classrooms of TriState Baptist Bible College.
An anonymous writer has said
of the Bible: "This book contains the mind of God, the state
of man, the way of salvation,
the doom of sinners, and the
happiness of believers. Its doctrines are holy, its precepts are
binding, its histories are true,
and its decisions are immutable.
Read it to be wise, believe it to
be safe, and practice it to be
holy. It contains light to direct
you, food to support you, and
comfort to cheer you. It is the
traveler's map, the pilgrim's
guide, the pilot's compass, the
soldier's sword, and the Christian's character. Christ is its
grand subject, our good its design, and the glory of God its
end. It should fill the memory,
rule the heart, and guide the
feet. Read it slowly, frequently,
prayerfully. It is a mine of
wealth, a paradise of glory, and
a river of pleasure.
It is given you in life, it will
be opened in judgment, and will
be remembered forever. It involves the highest responsibility, rewards the greatest labor,
and condemns all who trifle
with its holy contents."
Such is the great Book that
we teach.

By JAMES H. SIMS
The third year of Tri-State
Baptist Bible College opened on
September 14, 1953, with a stirring sermon by Pastor Bill Mcteer of the Southside Baptist
Church, Springfield, Missouri.
Bro. McTeer preached an expository sermon on the first
chapter of Joel and the Lord
used His Word as a good number responded by signing up for
the night school classes.
At the time of this writing we
have a combined day and night
enrollment of 47. As announced
by Bro. T. P. Simmons in an
earlier edition of the Examiner,
the final registration date has
been extended to October 19.
Students who register on or before that date can receive full
credit for the semester's work. I
want to emphasize the fact that
no student has even been turned
away because he or she lacked
the money to pay the tuition.
Our catalogue states that our
tuition fee is $5am0 per semester, but we have had many
students in the past who could
not pay that amount. We do not
consider them in debt for the
amount; it is forgotten and
counted as paid. In other words,
we want students, not their
money. If a student can afford
to pay his tuition, we appreciate
the money to pay expenses; but
if he cannot afford it, he is not
expected to pay it. Temple Baptist Church- has been very gracious in their willingness to support the school, and now that
other churches are joining with
us in support, we hope to be
able to dispense with any tuition fee at all. Pray with us towards this end.
We expect to receive the approval of the Veteran's Administration this semester. This will
enable us to enroll veterans for
full time study so that they can
take advantage of the subsistence payments provided for under Public Law 550. Pray with
us that this approval may be
granted, and that those veterans
with whom we have corresponded recently may be able to come
here to study the Bible.

Elder T. P. Simmons and Mrs.
Simmons have now moved to
Evansville and are taking up
residence at 1024 W. Franklin
Street. On the first Sunday after their move to the city, Bro.
and Mrs. Simmons came forward for membership in Temple
Baptist Church. All the people
of our church and school gladly
received these fine people into
our fellowship and we look forward to a pleasant and fruitful
association in the days that lie
ahead.
The First Baptist Church of

Russell, Ky., has begun to contribute towards the support of
Bro. Simmons with a liberal offering of $100. We feel confident
that God is laying this same matter on the hearts of others and
that sufficient funds will be received to adequately supply the
needs of our faculty members
for the year.
Bro. Simmons has accepted the
pastorate of the First Baptist
Church of White Plains, Ky.,
since moving to Evansville. We
are happy that the church is
(Continued on page four)

CALENDAR 1953-1954
October 19
November 2-13
November 23-27
December 21 -January 1
January 29
February 1-2
April 11-18
June 13

Final Registration Date
Fall Revival with
Dr. R. F. Hallford of Mississippi
Thanksgiving Recess for
Missionary Conference at
First Baptist Church, Russell, Ky.
Christmas Recess
First Semester Closes
Second Semester Starts
Tri-State Bible Conference
Commencement

RECEIVED FOR TRI-STATE BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE
July, August, September, 1953
Canfield Avenue Baptist Church, Detroit
First Baptist Church, Russell, Ky. (For Bro. Simmons)
New Hope Baptist Church, Dearborn, Mich. (For Bro. Clark)
Temple Baptist Church, Evansville
Z. E. Clark
Shelley Matthews
Total
Send all offerings for this work to:
K. V. Minnis, Treasurer
Tri-State Baptist Bible College
2007 West Franklin Street
Evansville, Indiana

$ 75.00
100.00
31.92
360.00
12.00
5.00
$583.92

••••••

"And at midnight there was a cry made,
'Behold, the Bridegroom cometh .
(Matt. 25:6)
12

Above all, pray with us that
we may have God's blessings all
through this third year.
...............

This school page is dedicated to Sister Mary Florence
Clark, now in the presence of the Saviour she loved and
served so faithfully as the companion of Brother Z. E. Clark.
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IT IS LATER THAN YOU THINK: ENROLL NOW IN
TRI-STATE BAPTIST BIBLE COLLEGE
Final Registration Date: October 19

The secrel of the Lord is imparted to those who have no secrets from Him.
begins to take on a new meaning when you stand there and
look at that Cross, and read,
(Continued from page three)
"Christ
died for our sins." You
near enough to the school so
that the church can have the can begin to appreciate the
privilege of calling such a good meaning of that text which says,
pastor and Bible teacher, and "For the wages of sin is death;
we trust that this arrangement but the gift of God is eternal
is of God and that it will be to life through Jesus Christ our
the mutual advantage and bless- Lord." You can begin to appreing of both the school and the ciate that text which says,
"Thanks be unto God for his unWhite Plains church.
speakable gift." Beloved, when
I stand at the Cross, I realize
that as Christ died, He died for
me, for you, and for every one
"First N. T. Question" of the elect of God who
were
chosen of God from before the
Continued from page two)
foundation of the world.
failed again. Beloved, it was
Satan who prompted that crowd
IV
to arrest Jesus and to lead Him
I ASK THE QUESTION
out to the brow of the hill on
which their city was built, that AGAIN—WHERE IS HE?
they might cast Him headlong
Beloved, He is God exalted.
over the brow of the hill, but
"Him hath God exalted with
Jesus escaped out of the midst his right hand to be a Prince
and His life was saved. Every and a Saviour, for to give reattempt that the Devil had made pentance to Israel, and forgiveon Jesus prior to this time had ness of sins."—Acts 5:31.
failed, but now this is the hour
"To him that overcometh will
of Satan's apparent triumph. He
had failed before, but now it I grant to sit with me on my
throne, even as I also overcame,
looks like he has succeeded.
and am set down with my FathBut, beloved, this was the er in his throne."—Rev. 3:21.
hour for which Jesus had looked
Beloved, I like to think of Him
forward from the foundation of as the exalted one. Sometimes
the world. It was the hour of people in Baptist churches sing
God's real triumph and Satan's about the lowly Nazarene. He is
real defeat. The other defeats not such. There was a day when
which Satan had encountered He was the lowly Nazarene, but
at the hands of God had been He is not such today. Instead,
mere skirmishes that he had beloved, He is the lordly Nazlost. Now the real battle was arene. He is God exalted on the
lost. Satan saw to it that the throne of God the Father.
Lord Jesus Christ was crucified.
If that be true, He is sovereign
God's plans and God's purposes over His churches today. He is
were merely being fulfilled by sovereign over His preachers
the Devil himself, and man's and His church members. If
He
redemption was wrought out is exalted on the throne, then He
thereby.
is sovereign over us all. Listen:
I stand and look at that Cross,
"And I turned to see the voice
and I say, "Where is he?" On that spake with me. And being
the Cross is the one who was turned, I saw seven golden canyonder with God before the dlesticks; And in the midst of
foundation of the world, who the seven candlesticks one like
was God, the one who was born unto the Son of man, clothed
God Incarnate in Bethlehem, with a garment down to the foot,
cradled in the a manger, and and gift about the paps with, a
who now dies. Why did He die? golden girdle. His head and his
For my sins, your sins, and for hairs were white like wool, as
the sins of all of God's elect, white as snow; and his eyes
from the foundation of the were as a flame of fire; And his
world. I tell you, beloved, He feet like unto fine brass, as if
suffered for our sins there.
they burned in a furnace; and
Beloved, I Corinthians 15:3 his voice as the sound of many

T. P. Simmons

waters. And he had in his right
hand seven stars: and out of
his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in
his strength."—Rev. 1:12-16.
Oh, what a picture of the exalted, ascended Christ! Eyes like
fire that pierce you through; feet
like brass to stomp out evil; and
an appearance like the sun shining in His strength — not like
the sun as it comes up in the
morning — not as the sun on a
cloudy day — but with the appearance Of the sun shining with
all of its strength; with a voice,
not weak, but a voice as with
the sound of many waters, saying, "I am alive. I was dead,
but now I have the keys of Hell
and death."
Beloved, since He is sovereign,
He has the right to tell us some
things. He has the right to tell
us what to do relative to our
church going, and He tells us.
Listen:
"Not forsaking the assembling
of ourselves together, as the
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day approaching."—Heb. 10:25.
Who said this? The sovereign
Christ. He who was God before
the world began, He who was
God when He was in a manger.
He who was God when He died
on the Cross, that same one who
is exalted tells us not to forsake
the assembling of ourselves together. He has the right to do
so, because He is a sovereign
God.
He has the right to tell us
what to do with our money and
how we are to spend it.
"Bring ye all the tithes into
the storehouse, that there May
be meat in mine house, and
prove me now herewith, saith
the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open you the windows-of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room
enough to receive it." — Mal.
3:10.
He has the right to tell us
how to be baptized. Did He not
set us an example when He was
here in the flesh?
He has the right to tell us how
we are to live so far as this
world is concerned. Listen:
"Abstain from all appearance

of etia."—I Thess. 5:22.
I tell you, beloved, He has the
right to speak to us as God
exalted on the throne.
I am wondering if many times
we don't treat Him, as I was
reading a long time ago, as to
how a sovereign was treated.
On a certain island the people
at one season desired to honor
their king. They placed a big
hogshead in the city square, and
each man was to come and pour
into that hogshead his choicest
wine, which was to be a gift
to his king. But one fellow that
year was a little short on wine,
and he brought instead a pitcher of water and poured it in,
thinking that the water would
mix with the wine and nobody
would be any the wiser. Days
passed by until the hogshead
was filled and the day came
when they were to present it to
the king. When they turned the
spigot on, out flowed pure crystal water. Every fellow had
done the same thing.
I am afraid, beloved, that
many, many times today, you
and I treat our sovereign,
ascended, exalted God just like
that. I tell you, beloved, He who
was God in the past, who was
God when He came to be born
in Bethlehem and was cradled in
a manger, who was God when
He died on the Cross, is still
God. You and I are His subjects
—His servants.
Let me remind that unsaved
man or woman who is here that
Jesus Christ is not only sovereign over the saved, but He is
sovereign over the unsaved just
the same.
"For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness
of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousress."—Rom. 1:18.
Oh, sinner friend, may God
help you to realize that He is a
sovereign God, and that He is
sovereign over you as an unsaved sinner, just the same as
He is over me as His servant,
'and just the same as He is over
all those who have trusted Him
to be saved.
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CONCLUSION
May the Lord take these simple words and help those of you
who are saved to realize that
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THANKSGIVING MISSIONARY CONFERENCE
PLACE: First Baptist Church, Russell, Kentucky.
TIME: November 23-26, 1953.
SPEAKERS: The best Baptist preachers in America. (Full announcement of
these will be made soon.)
COST: The First Baptist Church of Russell, Kentucky offers free rooms and
meals to all Christian workers who attend. (First meal, Monday
evening 6:00 p. m.).
PURPOSE: Fellowship and study of God's Word, emphasizing Missions and
the great doctrines of God's Book.
PROGRAM: Will be printed in next issue of this paper.
RESERVATIONS: By all means--and get such in quickly. It will help us
greatly to get your reservation just as soon as possible.
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