When

MISSIONARY

5 of all
) are fe.,
that J
I'ART '
irch" as
begun
ut the IV
I. Think
the univ'
bsurditY•

god sends a

BIBLICAL

PREMILLENNIAL

paid Girculaiion 7n fill eSlaies Rnd 72,2 many Foreign Gouniries
"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word
it is because there is no light in them."—Isaiah 8:20.
VOL. 24, NO. 35

• RUSSELL, KENTUCKY, OCTOBER 1, 1955

Many people want to appear
Very "broad" so parrot like they
go around repeating some expressions which they think will impress people with their "broad/less." Among such expressions
are these: "One church is just as
good as another." "It doesn't matter which church you belong to
---Nve are all working for the same
place." "Let every one join the
Church of his OWN choice."
, Such "broadness" is mere shaliowness. Such expressions are not
Worthy of the "I. Q." of a moron.
00e store is not as good as another. One school is not as good
,4s another. One man or woman
is not as good as another. Much
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the church of Christ's choice —
the one He started.

By ROY MASON
Tampa, Florida
less is one church as good as another.
The church that Jesus started is
better than one started by some
mere man.
Likewise among t h e true
churches, those that go in obedience to the program of the
Founder are better than those
that do not.
Further, no person has a right
to join "the church of their
choice" when that choice is based on mere prejudice, tradition,
notion or caprice. One should join

What Should Determine Your
Church Affiliation?
1. You should join the church
that Jesus Himself started. As an
institution, it is still in the world,
for Jesus said (Matt. 16:18), that
the "gates of hell" should not prevail against it. All man founded
churches are rivals to the one that
Jesus started. Why belong to Calvin's church or Wesley's church,
or Luther's church, or Campbell's
church, when you can belong to
the one that Jesus started. HOW
(Continued on page three)

"I SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW"
l. Is not election conditioned on
a man's acceptance of Christ?
No. Conditional election is not
election at all. It is a misnomer.
If Arminians were logical and
honest, they would openly deny
that there is any sort of election
in connection with salvation. The
Bible teaches that man by nature
is dead and cannot turn to Christ
while in that condition; and that
therefore faith is wrought in man
by the regenerating Spirit of God.
Jer. 17:9 (Prov. 4:23; Job 14:4);
13:23; John 1:13; 6:37,44.65; Rom.
8:7,8; I Cor. 2:14; II Cor. 4:3.4. The
foreknowledge of God mentioned
in Rom. 8:29 and I Pet. 1:2 is not
mere foresight concerning what
men would do. It involves a
sovereign fixing of God's mind
upon those He saves. This is proved by the fact that in Rom. 8:29,
30 that God is spoken of as first
foreknowing (logically) and then
purposing to call the objects of
His foreknowledge. This call
comes through the preaching of
the gospel and the application of
it by the Holy Spirit. Thus it is
shown that the purpose to have
the gospel preached to the elect
and to make it effective results
from foreknowledge. Arminians
are just blinded heretics without

a leg to stand on. If they could
think logically, they would either
become believers in unconditional
election or atheists. As it is, they
are just illogical fence-straddlers.
2. May not all who hear the
gospel either accept or reject it?
No. Man untouched by the
quickening power of God can but
reject the gospel. John 3:19; 10:
26; 12:38-40; Rom. 8:7,8; II Tim.
2:24-26. Man by nature loves
darkness (sin). The will is controlled by the affections. As long
as a man loves darkness he is not
going to turn therefrom. He will
turn to the light only when God
has put the love of the light in
his heart. Salvation is of the Lord
from beginning to end. Phil. 1:6.
Some men are vessels of wrath
fitted by the fall of the race for
destruction. Rom. 9:22.
3. Does not God love all sinners?
Redemptively God loves only
the elect. Rom. 9:13. God's love is
eternal, sovereign, and unchangeable. Moreover it is an omnipotent love. If God is able to do
the utmost for those He loves,
then there can be no reason for
His not doing it. If He cannot do
(Continued on page eight)

The Devil's Greatest The Cooperative Program
Why I Am A Baptist
And Not A Cathloic And Most Effective Should Not Be Supported
Tools For Today

This is the first of a series on hands (but did not bow) and said,
th
--e general theme "Why I Am A "How do you do, sir?" This is the
baptist and Nothing Else." I dis- difference, between Baptists and
ea-ss it first since Baptists and Catholics.
eatholics are farther apart than
II
-1 others.
Only two of the hundreds of
Baptist churches have no head
Churches can claim to go back to but Christ, whereas Catholics
the days of Jesus—Baptists and have a human head—the Pope.
Catholics. All others originated Cf. Eph. 1:22; Col. 1:18. Catholics
I-ar this side of Jesus' day:
say (falsely) that Peter was the
/
-41theran
1520 first pope and that his successor
1534 is the head of their church.
Piscopal
1540
ongregationalist
church
On page 125 of "Faith of Our
1536 Fathers," Cardinal Gibbon says:
resbyterian
)
f God
1740 "When a dispute arises in the
cy take l`: ''itethodist
Christian Science
1879 church regarding the sense of
hurch.''
1827 Scripture, THE SUBJECT IS RE.._
Cernpbellite
ho are
rnernbe
1830 FERRED TO THE POPE FOR
•Kormon
Accordingly, I would be a Ca- FINAL ADJUDICATION. The
thn 3:3
tholic, if I were not a Baptist. Sovereign Pontiff, before decideory iS
This abbreviated extract is to tell ing the case, gathers around him
Coining
Ha
° why I am a Baptist instead. his venerable colleagues, the
om, til
the an
Cardinals of the Church: or he
Tersal
calls a council of his associates of
the
Baptists believe that all stand the faith, the Bishops of Christentqual before God while Catholics dom; or he has recourse to other
believe in a graduation of mem- lights which the Holy Spirit may
: Jesus
suggest to him.
ers. Hear Jesus' words:
rather
I 'But be not ye called Rabbi:
Then, after mature and prayfor
) be
,
c one is your Master, even erful deliberation, he pronounces
;at Pe.,i);,1,j
4tisf; and all ye are brethren." judgment and his sentence is
;ainly
—Mt. 23:8. final, irrevocable and infallible."
y sperlid,
al asse; t, Several years ago an EucharisIII
Congress was held in New
the P
,,cirk City. A papal representative
Baptist churches were estab'as there. Mayor Jimmy Walker lished by Christ, while
Catholic
d Alfred E. Smith kneeled and churches are human
church 1
attempts
. ef ,2ssed the papal ring that he apart from Christ. Baptists came
chine'
wore. Charles Lindberg shook from Jerusalem while
)se writ,
Catholics
the '
TY
came from Rome. The church
I Col'.
which Jesus established was a
chaPte,
Baptist church. Mt. 16:18. The
DOWER AND DANGER church which was established at
?d to tli"
Ith.
Rome and to which Paul wrote in
OF THE PRESS
60 A. D. became the Roman CaBy DAN GILBERT
(Continue on page five)
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man lo the lion's den He goes there with him.

t,r'rhe power of the press is a
1.; eat-forcP in the life of any na1,. It is a powerful weapon —
truth or for falsehood; for
tilghteousness or for unrighteousOur great city newspapers
N'e increasingly been given
oyer to exploiting crime, sex, ineertcy, and vulgarity. There
417's a time when "yellow journ111" was widely denounced in
4'1er1ca. Today it is accepted as
L
c'rnrnonplace.
while the secular press has de;erlerated, the religious press has
tilvindled. There was a time when
qe13' every home in America reat least one religious journWeekly.
-e circulation of the religious
joess is pathetic, when compared
tr that of the pagan press. The
eatest• newspapers of Chicago,
'11:_
* York, Philadelphia, etc.,
,FiZe from a half million to a mil4;1 circulation. The "Saturday
"ing Post" has 3,000,000 circu' (Continued on page six)
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By BOB L. ROSS
Jackson, Tennessee

"He did preach some strange
things but he appears to be such
a nice man and he is so sincere."
How often do we hear these and
similar words spoken about some
preachers who deny nearly every
truth of the Word of God. It
seems as though those who speak
in this manner are under the impression that a man could not be
an emissary of Satan and a "fine
fellow" at one and the same time.
In reality, however, Satan's
most effective agents are always
personable individuals. The cause
of the prince of fiends is best
served not by,some repulsive and
objectionable advocate but rather
by a lovable, smooth-spoken gentleman who radiates "sweetness
and light." In the Word of God
we read that Satan himself is
transformed into an "angel of
light." It is not as an ugly, tailed
monster that he seeks to seduce
believers and to destroy the gospel; his appearance and manner
are calculated to win the unwary
and undiscerning.
The Devil's most effective tools
today are garbed not in red tights
but in clerical garb or scholastic
robes. Their mouths do not belch
forth fire but smooth and subtle
words that are aimed at creating
doubts as to the integrity of God,
His Son and the Word. These
agents, while sending out such
(Continued on page five)

C. B. Williams wrote a tract
entitled, "Yes, The Cooperative
Program Is Scriptural." In this
tract Williams states that the Cooperative Program of the Southern Baptist Convention was found
in the Bible by Baptist churches
and adopted. Strange! isn't it?
that the Holy Spirit, whom Jesus
said would lead His churches into all truth, should for nineteen
hundred year fail to do that
which the Saviour promised!

why the C. P. is an unscriptural
program.
(1) Christ is the Head of the
church. "And hath put all things
under his feet, and gave him to
be the head over all things to
the church." Eph. 1:22.

The all things in this Scripture
certainly includes the mission
program of the church. "The only
thing the Lord Jesus is the head
of is a local church. He is head
over each local church and also
He is the head over all things to
each local church. Some Baptists
.will cooperate with anybody and
Mr. Williams shows his igno- anything; because they themselvrance in his attempt to Scrip- es are off center and not rightly
turalize the C. P. (Cooperative related to the Head, the Lord
Program). He would have shown Jesus." (H. B. Taylor).
more wisdom had he done as one
The C. P. is the mission proof the professors of Union Unigram head of Southern Baptist
versity, a S. B. school located in
Convention churches. Thus,
Jackson, Tennessee. One of the
Christ is not the head of "all
Union students, a pastor, was prethings" to these churches. This
paring a message on the C. P. and
either means that they are not
went to the professor and asked
churches or they are spiritual
him if he would give him a pasadultresses. For nineteen hundred
sage of Scripture which would
years Baptist churches cooperated
be a suitable text. The professor
with the Head of the church,
scratched his head and said, "FelJesus Christ. Now, those who call
low, I don't know one." The prothemselves Baptists cooperate
fessor's reply contains the greatwith the Cooperative Program.
est reason why no one should give
God still has His remnant acBut
a red cent to the C. P.
cording to the election of grace
which still cooperates with the
I. The Cooperative Program
Head.
Is Unscriptural
(2) The Holy Spirit is the AdI think it was H. B. Taylor who ministrator of Christ's Will in the
coined the phrase, "If it is new,
(Continued on page three)
it's not true, if it is true, it's not
new." This certainly applies to
the C. P. It is 30 years old this
year (1955). This is evidence
THE BACKSLIDER
OUR RADIO MINISTRY enough
that it is nineteen hunIN HEART
WTCR-1420 ON THE DIAL dred years too late to be God's
ASHLAND, KENTUCKY
work.
way of supporting mission
When you are averse to reliSunday-8:30-9:00 A. M.
But let us notice a few reasons gious conversation or the com01111111101■1 041110.0i0411111111.0111•1110OHM 0111111.1.011111i
0411111.40 pany of heavenly-minded Chris011•111.04111104M1.041110.04M11o04111/11004•111
,
,
tians.
When, without necessity, you
1
1 absent yourself from religious
e,
services.
I
When you are more concerned
i
X
pacifying conscience than of hons.,)asooinwoinwo•eim.o.amoso4nwoismo.o.amsoovimuroimwoimroatast.o.amoilosoimpoime
ouring Christ in performing duty.
When you are more afraid of
being counted overstrict than of
dishonouring Christ.
When you trifle with tempta"Peace be unto you."
tle peace there is within the ping it. They were just standing
—John 20:19. world. Did you ever pause to there—probably waiting on a bus tion or think lightly of sin.
When the faults of others are
think how little peace and con- —maybe waiting to get across the
As you will notice, beloved, tentment and happiness there is intersection. At any rate, they more a matter of censorious conthese four words, "Peace be unto within the world today?
were just standing there, and versation than secret grief and
you," were spoken by Jesus as
there wasn't a smile on the face prayer.
Sometime ago, Life magazine of any of that group of people.
He met with His apostles, followWhen you are impatient and
ing His resurrection. Thomas had a picture of people standing Life magazine, in the caption over unforgiving to others.
wasn't there. Eight days later on one of the most important cor- the picture and in the small deWhen you confess but do not
Thomas was present, but this ners in Louisville, Kentucky. I scription that they gave of it, forsake sin, and when you acfirst time that Jesus met with His would judge that there were a+ commented on the fact that life knowledge but still neglect duty.
apostles following His resurrec- least twenty-five people in that is a mighty grim thing. Especially
When your cheerfulness has
tion, He said to those that were picture, and there wasn't one can you see that to be true when more of the levity of the unrein the room, "Peace be unto you." single person within that picture
generate than the holy joy of the
As I was reading this verse and that was smiling. The photogra- you stand on a busy street cor- children of God..
meditating upon it of recent date, pher had taken the picture when ner and take a picture and in the
When you shrink from self-exit came to my mind as to how lit- no one knew that he was snap(Continued on page two)
amination.

be naptist 'examiner l'iutfit
"PEACE"

For great missions, the preparation is great trials.
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about peace, I remembered the
fact that there is so little peace
within the world. Jesus said,
"Peace be unto you," but when
you look at our nation, and our
homes, and the divorce courts,
and when you cast your eyes upon the churches, and when you
look at individuals at large, you
can see that there is an exceedingly small amount of peace within this world today.
In the light of the fact that
there is so little peace, let's notice what the Bible says about
peace.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON

Coe

LESSON FOR SUNDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1955
HUNGER AND THIRST SATISFIED

EXODUS 16--1

Memory Verse: "Jesus stood and cried saying, If
any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink.
He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath
said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water."-John 7:37,38.
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true
we
to
study
the
way
the
Word
of
I. Redeemed, But Complaining. Ex. 16:1,2.
'under the act of March 3, 1879.
L
th
Some study only portions of it, while others stutil'ead,
When Israel was redeemed on the night of the it all and all the books that were ever producel !Pirit cz
Poid circulation in every state and many
foreign countries.
Passover, they became children of God. Not full- about the Bible.
16
grown children, but babes. Cf. I Pet. 2:2. There
Subscriptions are stopped at expiration
8. What was gathered must be used. Ex.'
unless renewed or special arrangements ore
.(16
are
at
least
two
things
that
babes
do;
to
put
it
19,20. So Divine Truth, or the Word of God is - &lint
mode for their continuation.
abruptly, they are these, "whine" and "howl." to be hoarded up-it is to be used. When the r10
,
GOD IS THE AUTHOR OF Spiritual babes seem to be most proficient at na was left, it spoiled (vs. 20). We can not D
both. Surely, nothing can be more dishonoring to upon yesterday's enjoyment of the Word of(
PEACE.
•-.4°
"Peace"
"I form the light, and create God than for those who belong to Him, to be pos- Our past experiences with God will not suffice:
darkness: I MAKE PEACE, and sessed of a complaining spirit.
9. It was gathered daily. Ex. 16:4. That Wll
(Continued from page one)
create evil. I the Lord do all
was gathered today would not suffice for to
entire group there is not a smile
II. A Pilgrim People. Ex. 16:3.
these things."-Isa. 45:7.
row. A new supply must be secured each dal %Atists
on the face of even one who is
Egypt with its flesh-pots were behind them.
Now, notice, beloved, what it
'
So with the study of the Bible. Just as a Sund°
present.
Canaan
St
was before them. All about them was the dinner
no15 th
says: "I make peace. I the Lord
is not sufficient for the whole week,
Well, the real reason that we
do all these things." Well, who is sands of the desert. The wilderness could provide the spiritual food one receives on Sunday is - th
we Pr(4
might mention that there was no
it that is the author of peace? no food nor water for God's child. All that Israel sufficient for the whole week.
tokid n
smile on the face of those indicould
do
was look to Heaven for their daily supWho is the one that makes peace?
10. Was white in color. Ex. 16:31. White is
viduals is that there is no peace
I think the reason why there is plies. True picture of a pilgrim people. Can we emblem of purity. Truly, we can see the Scrl
within the world.
so little peace within the world -fail to see ourselves here.
tures are pure. Cf. Psa. 12:6; Psa. 119:140; pr
At the end of World War I,
today is because that God who III. Manna. Ex. 16:3-36.
30:5,6.
there came into existence what
makes peace is so little known.
11. Was preserved in the ark. Ex. 16:33. VI
dire
was called the League of Nations,
The manna was a type of the Lord Jesus Christ
He is the author of peace, but so
'
41 the
it would not keep over, one day in an Israelite,
that later became the "League of
(John
6:31-35).
It
is
also
a
great
illustration
of tent, yet God could preserve it indefinitely in t61 itott hiestei
few people are acquainted with
Notions" - nothing short of a
Him, and on speaking terms with the Bible. It is thus we wish to study it.
Surely this shows how God has Pie ieal eh'
league of notions. It amounted to
1. It was a supernatural gift. Ex. 16:4. The man- Tabernacle.
Him, and accordingly there is
Scriptures
served
the
through all the ages. 4 egeer, t
nothing and came to an untimely
na was not a product of the earth; was not manuvery
little
peace
within
the
world
12.
It
o,711t1st
lasted
until
was reached.
Canaan
end. They were unable to cope
factured by man; instead it came down from
today.
tells us what an inexhaustible supply
35.
This
with world problems, and were
Heaven. So with the Word; it was not produced
has for His people. How true this is concerrP Ottt G
Let me emphasize the fact that by man, but was given by Divine inspiration
unable to bring peace to a troufrom the Bible.
tZe mi
God is the author of peace. Heaven. Cf. II Pet. 1:21; II Tim. 3:16.
bled world.
tit,
zttrit di
At the end of World War II, There's no peace to be had so
2. It was all about Israel. Ex. 16:13. No long IV. Water From The Rock. Ex. 17:1-7.
°t
ett pr(
far
as
the
nations
of
the
ci
world
there canie abont another orjourney had to be taken to secure the manna. It
This rock which was smitten is a picture
ahE
ganization of the same type. We are concerned, apart from God. was just outside of the tent. The Word of God is
Christ smitten for the world. Cf. I Cor. 10:4. ro'01,1
Th
call it by a little different name. There's no peace for the United just as accessible to all. A copy can be procured as
it is said, "The rock followed Israel," Paul Ine`o Cony
It is not the League of Nations, Nations so long as God is ruled easily as Israel could gather the manna. The manthat Christ accompanied them in their wilderne 6.1 Pro!
but the UN Council-the United out. When the UN first came in- na must either be gathered or trampled. This is
wanderings. Christ is the water of life for us,
t9 -% Dr.
Nations Council. The UN has ac- to existence in their initiatory equally true with the Word of God.
day. He it is, who supplies our need and quencP tion s
meeting
out
in
California-whe
n
complished practically nothing
3. It was to be gathered in the morning. Ex. our thirst daily.
ennia
so far as peace is concerned. I they met for their very first ses- 16:13. It was to be gathered early in the morning
olither
tell you, beloved, among the na- sion someone suggested that the before other things might occupy their attention. V. Fighting With Relatives. Ex. 17:8-16.
tions of the world, there is conference be opened with pray- How blessed each of us would be if we found time
therr.
The Israelites and Amalekites were near re
mighty little peace to be found er. Immediately, it was vetoed, early in each day to meditate on the Bible.
tives. This is typical of the war which each ellre, i;.denoi
and God was ruled out of the
,
11? An
today.
4. It must be gathered by stooping. Ex. 16:13. of God must wage against his fleshly riatIlioi 4
I was impressed some years ago very first conference that was It lay round about the host. Did not grow on trees, When one is saved a new nature is put Witfig, 11,'31'nels
when I read an editorial written held by the UN. Even the av- but was found on the ground. To obtain it, they that new nature can never sin. Cf. I John
Oa4'an
t,i 31s. It
by H. G. Wells-the infidel his- erage political meeting is called must get down on their knees. How perfect the The flesh may continue to do evil. There is
'°1.1c1 to
torian of England. Wells was together by an invocation being type. We must seek God's wisdom on our knees a war between the two. Cf. Rom. 7:15-25; Gal.
commenting upon the fact that offered and with the congregation if we are to learn the Bible.
• 04•'tQg
erates
VI. Holding Up The Hands Of God's Anoio
there was so little peace within calling upon God in prayer, but
5. The natural man couldn't understand the
13`0 all 3
Ex. 17:12-14.
the world. He had analyzed the out there, in the first meeting of manna. Ex. 16:15. How true this is concerning the
vins0
past six thousand years of earth's the UN, they didn't even pause to Word of God. The unsaved man can never underth Port
Aaron and Hur, supporting the hands of
history, and he said that it was a recognize God. The reason, I stand it. Cf. I Cor. 2:14.
are a good illustration of what every church-tne oi to Atner
striking thing that through all think, beloved, is the fact that
6. It was God's provision for Israel. Ex. 16:16. ber ought to be to his pastor and the leader.S 5. (3444)111e r
Wit
this period of earth's history, that they didn't know the author of Each was to gather an omer, or about 61/2 pints. the church. While we can not fight like Jos11110
9'
8. kr
the world had had only 227 years peace.
For the 2,000,000 souls to feed upon the manna nor plead like Moses, yet each can stand laY 9 441
ta,ing d
when there wasn't a war going on
I say, beloved, the reason there means that at least 13,000,000 pints or 9,500,000 support the hands of Moses.
g4tlisrn
some place. I say, beloved, there is no peace is because God, the
88." I:
is mighty, mighty little peace author of peace, is ruled out, just
hrist
within the world.
like He was at this first meeting peace because he joins the ness of the Son of God, so much upon Him.
hern
Not only is that true so far as of the UN. I would to God that I church. No man has peace be- so that I sing:
I stand there and look at
this world is concerned, but just could burn it into your soul that cause he joins some fraternal or- "My hope is built on nothing less body which has been whipped 0# likt the r
look at the homes over America there will never be any peace ganization. No man has peace be- Than Jesus' blood and righteous- til the back is nothing but a Twit tical
as to how little peace there is among individuals or among na- cause he submits to any ordiof gore and blood, and I see P'0 • st
ness."
within the home. About two out tions, nor will there be any peace nance, or because he subscribes
face from which the whis°e,
he C
Now, beloved, what grows out have been pulled until it is.r.Pio
of every five weddings end in the in our homes, nor will there be to any creed or ritual. Beloved
Lif
of
the
Lord
work
of
that
Jesus
divorce court. So far as marriage any peace in our churches, un- friends, the only ground of peace
yond recognition. I look at P_jll
is concerned, it is a very cheap til God, the author of peace, is is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Christ? It tells us that the work as He suffers, and as the P'of
Sc
of righteousness shall be peace. leaps along the very arterieS
thing today. The fact that it ends given complete preeminence and He is our peace.
am
insist
trying
that
I
to
the
so often, and so frequently, in complete right of way in all
"
His body. I see the Son of GOcibe. t
ex:
"And the work of righteousground of our peace is the Lord His breast heaves and falls
441, collE
the divorce courts certainly things. He, I say, is the author ness shall be peace."
Jesus Christ, which peace was
shows that there is no peace with- of peace.
-Isa. 32:17. wrought out at Calvary's Cross neath the weight of the pain tdio tvrk11,41arie;
in this troubled world.
He feels, and I say, "Why pe N 1°Wed
How do we get peace? It grows by the Lord Jesus Christ when Jesus Christ thus die?" pi rett'°1'th0(
II
Or you can look at it from anout of the work of righteous- He poured out His blood in death answer is, the chastisemeln
other standpoint. You can look at
Ge(
JESUS CHRIS T IS THE ness. Of course, this Scripture is for our sins upon
the Cross. I our peace was upon Him.
the churches of America. How GROUND OF OUR PEACE.
11.te'"loCr about
speaking
Jesus
the
Lord
would
to God that when you
much peace is there in the avOh, hear me, beloved frie;
at t
Notice thatthe ground of peace Christ. Of course, the text is leave this place of worship, that
erage church? You know as well
when I say that the groulwof ki3arl
as myself that in the majority of is the death of the Lord Jesus speaking about the Son of God you would go away with this our peace, the foundation Of eg tc)
,
1 c1c1,
e as
churches today there is mighty Christ. In other' words, our peace who died for our sins upon the realization-that you would be peace, the only way that we ty
comes
as
a
result
of
the
death of Cross, who became our sin-bearer fully cognizant of the fact that have peace
little peace to be had so far as
is because Of i.fe
of
and went to Calvary to die for us, there can be no peace apart from Lord Jesus Himself. I feel s'? it1t fail
the members are concerned. It is tti. Lord Jesus Christ. Listen:
"For
he
is
our
peace."
and
who
wrought
righteousness
Saviour.
Christ
as a
Jesus
He is for that individual who tilfV. tIl8 Sout
so seldom today that you find a
aga
-Eph. 2:14. whereby we are covered now the ground of our peace.
church that meets in perfect harthat 'there is peace to be /13,.'e t
Notice that our peace came as joining a church, or that IV gr4r1.1
I wouldn't be at peace today with the perfect righteousness of
mony, for in most churches there
is a person who wants to be the with God and I wouldn't have any God's own Son. Beloved, as a re- the result of the chastisement that is peace to be had by subant" kli‘ovllat r;
"Diotrepehes" - who wants to peace within my soul apart from sult of this work of righteous- fell upon the Lord Jesus Christ. to some creed, or that thereof
control and "run" the church, and Jesus-I wouldn't be able to put ness, we have peace.
"But he was wounded for our peace to be had by being 19for
hanc
the result is that there is mighty, my hand upon my breast to know
I have often tried to imagine a transgressions, he was bruised tized or submitting to sortie
ThE
mighty little peace in our church- that I am at peace with my Re- prince and a beggar changing for our iniquities: the chastise- nance. I feel sorry for theVe k)j1 Of rn
deemer, if it were not for the clothes. I have often tried
es.
hj
to ment of our peace was upon him." dividual, for in a very short
-Isa. 53:5. he will find that there is no re40 41/\vrite
So far as individuals are con- fact that Jesus Christ is the imagine a prince taking his gartlion •
cerned, there is mighty little ground of our peace. No man has ments and handing them over to
Will you go back of Calvary except in the Lord Jesus Cwoid
the beggar, and the beggar, in with me to see the Lord Jesus who .on the Cross of CalvarY
peace to be had. Just stop and
tiev sc)-c
turn, taking his rags and handing Christ as He appears within Pi- for all of his sins. When 118,, Ole 11)6,1eally
think of the many people who
that,
CHURCH
he
THE
THAT
has
the
ground
arz"
..
.
.de
them over to the prince. I have late's judgment hall. See Him as
walk these streets today. They
Fhi
'
1 11 0 • 4 surrin
often tried to imagine what a He was stripped to the waist and foundation, for peace, and
are not at peace with man. They
JESUS BUILT
scene like that would look like. as they lashed His back until it becomes a precious possessiy
stud
are not at peace with even their
Greatest Book On Church
ki f; get
neighbors. They are not at peace
I can see that beggar as he puts was nothing but gore. Can you see the individual who thus
History In Print
with those that they work with.
on the prince's clothes, walking the Son of God as He suffered? Jesus on the Cross.
‘?Iger
They are not at peace with those
-out with the bearing and the Why did He suffer? Because the
th
III
136 PAGES
they associate with from day to
demeanor of a prince. I like to chastisement of our peace was upsql• Aroi
PAPER COVER
day, to say nothing of the fact
think of it as a good illustration on Him.
LET'S NOTICE THE T,
511
that they are not at peace with
so far as I myself am concerned.
Come to Calvary and see Jesus WHEREBY PEACE BECv
°tkall
$1.00
Postpaid
God.
I stand as a beggar in God's as they nailed Him to the Cross, OURS.
11 • .4.asv
$9.00 A Dozen
sight, a sinner before the Lord, and as they drove the spikes into
It is rath-ir interesting
Well, beloved, when I read this
t,te seho
$32.50 For Fifty
and Jesus Christ stands side by His hands and into His feet. Can tice that the only terms vvile;oie ti:cIlbt a
text of Scripture and thought
$55.00 For 100
side with me. I put my sins over you imagine how it must have we receive peace is nothing ie
h
on Jesus, and God gives to me hurt? I stand there and look at or less than by simple fai'';,00 ‘11,
- Order From THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
N.0 flirc
the righteousness of the Lord Him upon the Cross, and I say, the Lord Jesus Christ as SO"
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
Jesus Christ; so where He is "Why is He thus dying?" That Listen:
A
PAGE TWO
441.1:111
RUSSELL, KENTUCKY
clothed with my sins, I, in turn, is the ground of our peace. The
"Therefore being justifie",)
OCTOBER 1, 1955
4
10,
am clothed with the righteous- chastisement of our peace was
.
'
(Continued on page sae
*e Sr
Send Remittance to Russell, Ky.

Editorial Department, RUSSELL KENTUCKY, where communications should be
sent for publication.

-flflflneSnflnflsfl,

114

•
•
•
••
•
•
•
••••••••,

•
•
"
•
•
•
••
••

god tells us to burden Him with what burdens us.

shaping into the form of the
Catholic hierarchy. Its churches
SURE DATE TO COME
are moving in one body, being
(Continued from page one)
controlled
and
directed
by
the
litch. Jesus promised to the
g
1
eilurch, "Lo, I am with you al- Convention heads. And the Cooperative Program has become
us recta., ta.Y, even unto the end of the the test of faith and fellowship,
said
was
28:20.
7°r1d."
This
Matt.
4
s, to da
it is the "black-jack." Southern
us for III connection with the church's Baptist preachers can call the Bit'h,lission work. The way that
ble a book of myths, call Jesus
Ex. 16:1 ..11rist is with His church today the illegitimate son
of a harlot,
the third person of the God- and
rd of Gri'lI 411e1DY
anything else they wish to
hers stir'Lad, the Holy Spirit. The Holy say; but woe
be unto the one
produ riPirit calls the missionaries, lays who raises his eye-brow against
„upon their hearts where to go,
something in the Program! This
11 Puts it into the hearts of the is when the
d. Ex. 7:
ax falls!
them.
support
What
0'
1
4°
.
its
to
is
God
The
church
that does not go
the Oa tit'uthern Baptist church prac- along
100 per cent with the Pron not , Eces this method of doing mis- gram is branded "Uncooperative."
d of G'':4311 work as illustrated clearly The word "independent" to the
suffice. iLActs 13:1-4? Not one. It is all
Programites is language of sedi4`&1 1-1P to the Board and the Co- tion and revolution in
hat wIli&'
their ears.
Southern
torae
Program.
rrative
for
No Southern Baptist church can
"
wa
know
not
lAists support they
each
be independent a n d remain
a Stind ith° nor what. They just throw "Southern Baptist." (Remember
week, th in the pot. And according to North Rocky Mount?)
It is go
Programites, the Holy Spirit
day is a'
with
the
program
or
else.
The
°111d never lead a person to give
.Southern Baptist unpardonable
hite is ,1 panYthing but the Cooperative sin is to speak against the
CoConthe
the Sct'' -v'ugram. While still in
operative Program. Its only equal
140; Pre p lition, this writer wrote to the is to deny Papal infallibility.
j:teign Mission Board about givThe Convention is headed toa,,g directly to foreign causes, ward the National Council of
:33.
Israelite LI the Board wrote back and
Churches. In a recent sermon,
tely in Onested that I give through the Bro. T. P. Simmons said in
so
"privibeing
d has P lew`al church, thus
many words, "In twenty-five
4eci” to support all Southern years, and most likely less years,
iges.
ed. EX. ,
4 13fist causes through the Co- there will
be no Southern Baphrative Program.
upplY "
tist
Convention.
Why do you supconceriw tat God's Holy Spirit directs
pose the Northern Baptist ConC,e mission work. The Holy vention changed
its name to the
rit divides the money, not a
American Baptist Convention?
, ot eci program made out a year Why it
was to bring about a
picture,g fs,0 ahead of time.
0:4. WP0C) The unscriptural basis of union with the S. B. C. Southern
aul Mea,, tt° Convention and its Coopera- Baptists could not unite with the
'Yankees,' but they could with
1e Program is post-Millennial- 'Americans.' And this union will
wilcierilti: 441
for us
• Dr. Graves said, "The conbring the S. B. C. into the Naqueoe
tion system is based on posttional Council of Churches."
The Bible prophesies of the one
ottthern Baptists are now join- World church, and the S. B. C.
D.
•"'THEN COMETH THE END, WHEN HE SHALL HAVE DELIVERED UP
themselveswith the rest of is moving in that direction.
near re:i
THE KINGDOM 70 GOD, EVEN THE FATHER; WHEN HE SHALL HAVE
each ela, .denominations of America to IV. The Cooperative Program
k,
11
,
1
America
To
Christ."
This
PUT DOWN ALL RULE AND ALL AUTHORITY AND POWER. FOR HE
ly natS
Doesn't Get The Job Done
iVnds us of the spirit of the
ut wit')
MUST REIGN,TILL HE HATH PUT ALL ENEMIES UNDER H!6 FEET."
From "The Sword of the Lord"
datIllan hierarchy in its early
John
/5/..24,e26"
we take the following quotation:
tpt;',1
a
,
to
.
It
convert
set
out
the
til,"
1
ere is
"Southern Baptists gave to all
Christianity,
so-called
to
; Gal. 5:;
641g the parishes with unre- causes last year approximately
Anoio- illi'erates, and corrupting itself three hundred million dollars
4 5„ all manner of filthiness. It according to their own official $1.11 per member for foreign evangelism, but they do not. They their blood.
;teDorted that 60 per cent of reports. Of this amount, approxi- missions, Seventh Day Adven- give a smaller proportion than
4. You should belong with the
s of 3050-:it'e
people whose doctrines are the
AMerican population belongs mately, one-sixth, about fifty tists gave $31.98. Nazarenes gave most.
urch-°ile
"The figures I have given are doctrines of the New Testament.
leaders g, 04:15rne religious body. But any- million dollars went to Baptist $6.77 per member, that is six
times as much per member as official Southern Baptist figures." Jesus in the Commission said,
ke J0s11114% With "one eye and half causes outside the local church. Southern
Baptists gave to foreign
It will be to the spiritual pro- "teaching them to observe all
knows that our nation is This was generally called 'misnd bY
tat,111g deeper and deeper into sions' but most of all did not go missions. The International Four- fit of all to forsake man's pro- things whatsoever I have com4ism, "having a form of god- to missions. It included the pro- square Gospel group gave four gram for God's Program as laid manded . . ." Those things are
8,5." If America is converted motional expense, the secretaries times as much as Southern Bap- down in the Bible. God's church- found in the New Testament —.
orist is will be in spite of the and office workers, the hospitals, tists. Free Methodists gave eleven es are independent bodies doing not in catechisms and "disciern Baptist Convention and schools, colleges, the relief and times as much per member for their mission work as the Holy plines" and documents drawn up
ok at ,
rest of the unscriptural the annuity board, the seminaries, foreign missions as Southern Spirit directs. Are you following by men.
hipped
Ctical
Arminian post-Millen- radio commission, home and Baptists. Not counting poor Negro the Spirit or man?
but a
Is One Baptist Church As
411st
Baptists, all the other Baptist
foreign missions, etc.
yr,
organizations.
I see
Good As Another?
11, 1„
"But of this three hundred mil- groups in America, including Caw hisitete, 11.,•zle Cooperative Program Is
nadian Baptists, the American
lion
dollars
Southern
given
by
1 it is.dri
The plain answer is NO! DurLife Of Modernism And
Why Be A Baptist
Baptists, something over eight Baptist Convention, the General
3k at
ing the last few years, many Bap4e0-Orthodoxy
Among
Association
of
Regular
Baptist
million
got
to foreign missions.
the ref
tist churches have been led to deSouthern Baptists
That is about one dollar out of Churches, the Conservative Bap(Continued from page one)
arteries ai
part from their age-old principle
(1)
of G°cit,e. tiq heir schools. Southern Bap- 32! And of that which came to tist Association of Churches, all CAN YOU K N 0 W WHICH of taking the New Testament
per
per
gave
year
person
more
the
foreign
CHURCH
JESUS
mission
STARTED? alone as their standard of faith
board, less
. Colleges, universities and
falls,
pain
tty 41aries are all practically than half, only a little over four than did Southern Baptists! All The answer is very simple. A and practice. For instance, where
all
"Why
Ileo Owed by modernism and million dollars came through the the Presbyterians gave more and very brief study of the history in the New Testament do Baptists
of P4,tsorthodoxy. Men like Nels Cooperative Program! The rest of they averaged more than twice as involved will tell you where, get CHURCH AUXILIARIES?
lie?" ll'
sement
George Buttrick, and Rob- the money for foreign missions, much per member as did South- when and by whom the various There is no Scripture for such.
was given by specially designated ern Baptists. The Episcopal Protestant denominations were
In.
(1,4 tttkr eCracken are featured lecWhere do they get the Scripture
friefof ti! ks at these schools. The works gifts . . . Southern Baptist Church, the Reformed Church, started. They arose in the 16th for DENOMINATION as some1 •1 Barth, Emil Brunner, C. Foreign missions must depend the United Brethren and the century, more than a thousand thing to supervise churches —as
grourGoot )1
mainly on designated gifts. It Mennonites, United Church of years after Jesus started His
ion of 0 ,4e t°
1,Old, and others of like faith
something superior, over and
at we coif ihttits;le authors of the great ma- would get far more if there were Canada all gave more per mem- church. (Remember that Baptists above local churches? There is
ber
than did Southern Baptists. are NOT Protestants. They existse Of ffi Nth, of the textbooks used. no Cooperative Program and all
Of the entire fifty-three denomi- ed long before the Protestant no Scripture for such. "Denomito designate gifts.
feel s°54
faithful and Bible-believ- were free
nation" — neither the word nor
"In 1955, a total of $3,475,000 nations listed in the Southern movement). Historical study will
ho
fit; 4NrSouthern Baptists would
the
concept is found in the
Baptist
Handbook,
only
one show you that the Catholic
be hayheil ltegt, again give a nickel to the is ear-marked for foreign misScriptures. Where do Baptists get
group
of
Negroes,
one
foreign
income
any
church
Of
arose
from
sions.
the
centuries
after
+
ir
l
tP
that
111 if they knew just exactgroup of Orthodox Catholics, and Christ. Baptists are the only peo- the social program of food, fun
subrilit,"
is being taught in their Cooperative Program, South- a few
foreign groups of Lutherans ple who date back to the days of and frolic which in recent years
t therh
'e
T. But the program has wide, above the 9,100,000, foreign and one
foreign group of Mo- Christ. Any candid historical they have placed in their churchshare,
larger
a
to
missions
get
is
)eing
,0 nand-tied and blinded.
ravians
gave
as little as Southern study will show this to anybody. es? There is not one word of
more.
there
be
some ,° or kle) Their
Scripture to justify such. Christ's
• missionaries. What if
Baptists!
Actually,
of the larger
r that.00
2. You should belong with the program (Matt. 28:18-20) is adul"I have before me the 1954
Of Missionaries do you supshort ,
and prosperous denominations,
people who will constitute the terated and diluted with these
e
Southern Baptist Handbook. On
Southern Baptists are right at the "Bride
Pe,t 115 Ch schools produce? Well,
of Christ." The Bride of "additives." Satan is doing his
page 10 is a record of per memIS no
!I,vvriter
sat
in
the
dormitory
of
the
bottom
list.
eil
Christ IS NOT composed of all very best today to turn Baptist
sus C131di"
;Ilicm. University and listened ber contributions for some 53 deilvarY
"Is any Southern Baptist proud the saved everywhere. The Bride churches into the likeness of
l,eqie
ti so-called missionary deny nominations. Southern Baptists
en
tpe 11)1 Call every doctrine in
have
approximately
thirty
thousof giving an average of $1.11 a will consist of all the truly saved other man-founded churches.
the
id and
9 tst This person was sent this and churches, and in their area year per member to foreign mis- members of all the genuine BapSo Then, Be Careful As To
and e,,,10
14rnmer to the Corn Island are among the most popular of sions? And remember over half tist churches of the centuries,
ssessicree.
Which Baptist Church
4uclent missionary. Where the churches, and have, on the of that was designated, not com- when finally gathered together.
Heb. 12:22,23 tells us of this
You Join!
thus 5
.° get this heresy? I can put average, the best church build- ing through the Cooperative Pro; ger on it in the textbooks ings in their area. But their per gram. There is evidently some- gathering. Members (saved memAvoid the worldly, world-conbers) of man founded churches
this school, and both the capita giving is among the lowest. thing wrong with a program will
forming church whose pastor is
be
the
guests
at
the
marriage
It
is
considerably
below
the
na- which cannot enlist the support
'
IlliatsProfessors are rank moda denominational worshipper.
TO:
,0
115
1.
tional average. Southern Bap- of the people better than that. supper of the Lamb. They are
tists, according to these official Bearing in mind that Southern "the spirits of just men made per- Look for and find a Baptist
thl‘J, 5tk9
these students soak up figures, give total contributions
fect" mentioned in the passage church that is like unto those
Baptist churches that existed
e ljtasPhemous teachings of per capita of $35.43. Of this, $1.11 Baptists are among the most just referred to.
0/ ti schools
ng t° 1;
previous to the time when Bapbut certainly seeds went to foreign missions! $28.88 fervent soul winners, and among
s whe
3. You should belong with the tist churches began to conform
01.ibt- and
the most orthodox larger groups
confusion
are
sown
went
to
congregational
expenses.
hing
of Christians in America, it is 'people who for centuries bore
hearts and minds.
Only $6.55 went for a total of all obvious that they ought to be the brunt of persecution. Bap- to the world.
e fel
denominational purposes. And near the top in Christian giving. tists were the people who held
N44
Through The Cooperative
LS Say
'
•k°9r
remember that, of this only $1.11 But they are not. And they ought out against the Catholic church
4n1
One
EXAMINER
BAPTIST
Helps
THE
To
Build
te
per member per year went to to be giving a higher proportion during the dark ages of vicious
stifie°
)„.
ciesiastical Hierarchy
PAGE THREE
Nor,
foreign missions.
.seVefl)
to foreign missions than most persecution. Fifty Million of them
and more the S. B. C. is
While Southern Baptists gave people, since they believe so in have sealed their testimony in
OCTOBER 1, 1955

Cooperative Program

ca.?.

P

I4

The

greed

Physician never lakes down the wrong bollle.
Why

DiVine Healing
By JOHN BOEHMER
This most splendid article on divine
healing made a tremendous impression
on one of our readers, Mrs. Edwin Cunningham of Wiscasset, Maine — so much
so that she sent the article to us after
reading it in The Baptist Bulletin, asking that we print it in this paper and
then print it for her in tract form.
She has had us print 1,000 of these
which she intends to distribute. If any
of our readers desire additional copies of
this article after reading it in this paper,
you may address Mrs. Cunningham at
Mountain Road, Wiscasset, Maine. If you
want a single copy, in order to cover the
cost of printing and mailing, you should
enclose at least a dime. However, if anyone would ask for the tract without enclosing money, I am sure Mrs. Cunningham would be happy to send it free of
charge.
At the same time, I would like to urge
many of our readers to secure this tract
in large quantities and send it out for
a wide reading.
I believe in divine healing as set forth
in the Word of God. I do not believe in
the so-called "divine healers" that are
sweeping the country. I invite you to
study the facts.
Our appeal shall be to the Scripture.
There is no desire for controversy merely for its own sake. Our sole motive is
to fortify and protect God's own dear
people.
What is the "healing movement"?
What is claimed by its advocates? How
does it stand up when examined through
the lens of God's Word? Is it a sin to be
sick? Is all sickness the result of being
oppressed by the Devil? Is healing in
the atonement? These and other related
questions will be answered.
The Healing Movement Historically
Most people think that miracles occurred uniformly throughout 0. T. and
N. T. history. This is not true. The miracles of the Bible are confined largely
to four distinct periods, separated by
centuries: (1) At the time of the Exodus. (2) During the period of the struggle of heathenism with the true religion
under Elijah and Elisha. (3) When God's
people in exile needed proof of Jehovah's
power. (4) At the entrance of Christianity in the Person of Christ and His apostles. Generally speaking, miracles are
rare outside of these periods (see Davis
Bible Dictionary).
Sir Robert Anderson has noted: "So
long as the testimony was to the Jew,
miracles abounded; but if the Apostle
Paul's ministry at Corinth and Thessalonica may be accepted as typical of
his work among Gentiles, his Epistles
to the Corinthians and Thessalonians
emphatically disprove the idea that miracles were made the basis of his preaching" (In Defense, p. 78).
An equally striking fact is that although "miracles are the swaddling
clothes of the infant church," from the
death of apostles until the fourth century, not a single writer among the
church fathers claims to have worked
miracles, to have seen miracles, or that
miracles were worked by his predecessors. But as soon as the church became
corrupt, there was "a veritable deluge
of miracles" (cf. Loraine Boettner,
Studies in Theology, pp. 69, 70).
• The modern healing movement on this
continent is generally traced to the city
of Boston where two movements arose
at the same time: one was the false
delusion of Mary Baker Patterson Glover
Eddy—Christian Science; the other was
a more Scriptural movement said to have
been started through a medical doctor,
Dr. Charles Cullis. Dr. Cullis did not
reject means, but recognized that God
could and did restore people beyond the
help of human sources. Through Dr.
Cullis, the godly Dr. A. J. Gordon became interested and in turn wrote a cautiously-worded book, The Ministry of
Healing. Other disciples of Dr. Cullis included Dr. A. B. Simpson, John Alexander Dowie, Charles F. Parham (a leader
of what today has become Pentecostalism), the Bosworths, Dr. Price and their
modern counterparts.
Throughout the world, advocates of
faith healing are multiplying rapidly.
In Canada, Dr. A. E. Cliffe and many
others are pushing the question to the
forefront even among conservative communions like the Anglicans. I personally
believe that our generation will be confronted by flood-tides of delusion along
these lines which will appeal to the sensation-seeking, emotionally-starved peo-

pie and sweep them headlong into confusing extremes. As Christ's coming
draws nearer, we can expect "great signs
and wonders; insomuch that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very
elect" (Matt. 24:23, 24).
The Healing Movement Considered
Objectively
I have tried to examine the whole
movement with fairness and base my
statements upon personal contact with
mass healing meetings and upon a careful reading of books and magazines
published by various "faith healers."
What is claimed by these healers?
While there may be minor exceptions, it
is generally claimed:
That bodily healing is in the atonement in the same way as salvation from
sin is in the atonement. Christ bore our
sicknesses as our sins on the cross.
That the redemption of the body is
physical and present. "Why wait until
we get to Heaven for bodily deliverance?" is the charge.
That God is "Jehovah-Rophi" (God
our Healer) just as'much as He is our
Savior.
That it is always God's will to heal
the body of His child. A God of love
will not permit us to suffer physically.
That healing is dependent solely on
the faith of the sick. If one is not healed,
it shows either the presence of sin or the
absence of sufficient faith. This faith,
in turn, excludes the use of means (doctors, medicines, etc.).
That sickness is the result of sin and
from the Devil.
That Christ's ministry of healing continues today just as in His earthly life,
and that the power and program to
perform miracles given to the apostles
is the power and program of the church
today.
One of the unfortunate consequences
of the healing movement is the widespread publicity given to its claimed
results. I have before me an ad from a
Fort Worth paper which reads: "Don't
suffer! Are you blind, deaf or lame? Do
you have cancer, arthritis, tuberculosis,
gallstones or any other affliction? Hundreds have been healed!"
What is actually experienced? Naturally the failures are never publicized
— the multitude
of faith-shattered
heart-sick folk who turn away with
broken hopes. There may be genuine
cases of supernatural healing out of
such meetings, but I have had difficulty
finding even one clear case.
In Mr. Bingham's excellent book on
this subject, The Bible and the Body,
he gives the results of an impartial investigation of 350 cases of claimed cures
from Mr. Price's meetings. Of the 350,
it was found that only five were definitely cured (these five were susceptible to
cure by hypnotic suggestion), "thirtynine died within six months . . . five
became insane and four other cases of
insanity were traced to family disappointment in healing expectancy through
his ministry." Mr. Bingham tells that
although nearly 7,000 cases were prayed
for by a Elder Hickson in his Toronto
campaign, he could not discover one single outstanding case of healing.
After a prominent faith healer was
denounced as a fraud by a Baptist
minister of Pontiac, Michigan, his manager came at the close of the campaign
and demanded a public apology. He was
completely silenced when told that if he
would produce one medical certificate
signed by a dependable doctor that a
person had a certain organic disease and
was healed during the meetings the apology would be given. And this despite
the fact that newspaper ads claimed
"hundreds" of cures!
Another Toronto pastor gave a challenge to a visiting faith healer that if he
would produce "one case of a man who
was known by everybody to be in need
of healing of some manifest disease" and
had been "healed in such a way that all
who observe him will have to say, 'We
cannot deny it,'" he would join him in
his healing campaign. The challenge was
met by ridicule only.
Furthermore, there are grave evidences
of inconsistency in the leaders of this
movement. Many of those who claim
healing for the body wear eyeglasses and
false teeth, suffer from falling hair, and
eventually die from the very same diseases and conditions that affect everyone else in life!
Not only so, but they do not always
experience what they claim: e. g. Dorothea Trudel, the godly Swiss healer, remained weak and deformed herself until
she died; Dowie was smitten by paralysis; D. A. Gordon passed away, the vic-
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diseases He cured (the Greek verb'itie:
e firin
tsit
not have this sense but rather a sYlrilla
'
:0 l''e•
u1
. 4 the
thetic bearing — see the same word i
Gal. 6:2; Rom. 15:1). Mr. Bingham saYs'i,/ Thar
"The only conclusion ... is that Matthe f 1 ar e i
19 , Catie
i el
is guided to use the spiritual figures 91
Ooli
Isaiah 53 illustratively of the phYsic':et
healing ministry of Christ, but that ill iiv, n
doing this he is carefully guided to!
til-e{ .qi.te(1
clis
wth4'r
'
change in language which indicates th 41,1141
1 Ca
To build up a doctrine of healing
such a New Testament use of an tit:,
as
Testament passage was never in t.7, lke,,_11
mind of Matthew nor of the Holy SPirl
' ;,,Illake
(The Bible and the Body, p. 57).
' .q eont
There is much struggling with
sing
Scriptures to try to prove that Chr
Ord
bore our sickness on the Cross.
heal-'e
phrases "with his stripes we are
(Isa. 53:5) and "by *hose stripes Ile
are healed" (I Peter 2:24) have berdlli 341dielfiOlrtla
.hr
lttol
sort of a healing slogan.
h,
:t..2
teiat10IS
oh,
In Isaiah 53 and in I Peter 2, ,11;
context makes it clear that the heab5
elhii
that is in view is healing for sin. 13°4 if 4tho
contexts provide the figure of the 811e4it til4leation(
that have gone astray to illustrate 'Jo' :kl
! by
this healing is!
1,ti.1 sin.
Similarly, in Psalm 103:1-5, the Sal l
il the
:
r11(
:
:
1(
1
8i5
conclusions are valid. David is not ,
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If physical healing is part of the
9of
pel as the advocates of this position '
firm, then it is a striking fact that all of
the great New Testament statement-c all
the Gospel are one-sided — they no
state that Christ's death on the cr'4); 41 a ;
i
was in regard to sin (cf. 1 Cor.
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Yes, healing is "in the atoneifle'aj.
but to claim present-day physical Mist
ing on the basis of the death of Cill'oe
Who'
as a necessity is not warranted bY _4)1
facts. Mr. Chafer observes: "As 4
might one claim financial prosper
Si
from the death of Christ according
II Corinthians 8:9" (Systematic Theolee'

tim of disease. Mr. Bingham points out
that the mission of a healing-claiming
group had 27 graves in the Sudan when
another mission that used drugs to fight
off malaria had only six with twice as
many workers.
Dr. S. B. Harris (an M. D. from St.
Petersburg), writing to Our Hope, asserts that he has been "called on professionally to render medical and surgical aid to more than a dozen of the
protagonists of these financially successful maneuvers." ,
_ .
How can we explain what happens
at healing meetings? Dr. Philip Bouther,
a British physician explains this basic
fact: "A large portion of people are suffering, not from physical disease, but
from neurosis in one form or another . . .
The patient does not realize that he is
neurotic because he feels all the symptoms in his body . . . These maladies
doctors term 'function' or 'hysterical.'
The symptoms however, are very real
and may be very severe: pains affecting most or all of the body, headache,
indigestion, fatigue, paralysis, and in
some cases of asthma, eczema, and
rheumatics are common examples. And
now doctors are recognizing that even
organic disease, such as duodenal ulcer, colitis, and thyrotoxicosis, may be
precipitated by emotional upset" (see
Eternity, issue of January, 1952).
Other medical authorities estimate
that from twenty to fifty per cent of
those sick and hospitalized are suffering from psychological causes alone.
One mental authority has said of the
hospitalized cases, "If faith in God could
be restored to these mental patients, 55
per cent could go home in a few days."
Dr. J. M. Buckley in his old but extremely interesting book, Faith-Healing,
Christian Science, and Kindred Phenomena observes that the claims of faith
healers are discredited by three facts:
(1) "They exhibit no supremacy over
pagans, spiritualists, magnetizers, mindcurers, etc." (2) "They cannot parallel
the mighty works that Christ produced
nor the works of the Apostles" (restoring limbs, etc.). (3) "All that they really accomplish can be paralleled without
assuming any natural causes."
Dr. Buckley goes on to show that the
formula is always some form of "concentrated attention." Oral Roberts, famed
evangelist and healer, is constantly emphasizing the "point of contact." Few
people appreciate the power of the mind
in relation to the body. One illustration
will suffice. Dr. Buckley tells of the
daughter of a clergyman who had been
sick for a long time, unable to move and
suffering intense pain. A surgeon diagnosed her condition as a disease of the
breast-bone which would require surgery. After some delay because of the
unwillingness of the parents to consent
to so serious an operation, a Dr. Krakowitzer was called in. He made a solemn
and careful examination of the girl from
head to foot, and then suddenly exclaimed, "Get out of bed, put on your clothes,
and go downstairs to meet your mother."
The young lady automatically arose and
obeyed him. The next day she took a
walk and had a complete recovery without relapse. Dr. Krakowitzer had recognized in her a case of hysteria which
merely needed the stimulus of a sudden
command by a stronger will. Now Dr.
Buckley observes: "Had she been cured
by a faith-healer believed in by the
family, the mistaken diagnosis of the
eminent surgeon would have been heralded far and wide, and the cure considered a miracle."
In my personal investigation-of healing campaigns, I observed that the procedure reminds strongly of mind-overbody cures. A Christian doctor, who before his conversion used hypnotism in his
medical practice, claims that many "faith
healers" use the same techniques. Where
this is the case, the "cure" lasts for apto
proximately three weeks.
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Why I Am A Baptist

which grace is conveyed to our
souls." The Catechism says: "A
sacrament is a visible sign or action instituted by Christ to give
grace."

example.

A MOMENT WELL SPENT

(Continued from page one)
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Divine Healing
(Continued from page four)
ample of suffering and of patience, the
prophets" (vv. 7, 10). Now, since Job
is specifically mentioned (v. 11), this
suffering must include physical suffering.
The elders are to pray and the sick
one is to pray. The prayer of faith must
always include the restriction, "according to thy will" (cf. 1 John 5:14).
The anointing with oil is not likely
medicinal but symbolic of the Holy
Spirit — an outward symbol (like baptism) of an inward reality. It is not
"means or no means" but faith in prayer.
Note that this passage does not teach
that all sickness is the result of sin,
but only that some sickness is. Also it
does not teach that God forbids the
use of means.
This is not an unconditional promise.
Someone has said, "It cannot be taken
in the absolute and unconditional sense,
for then, if these means were used, the
sick person would always recover, no
matter how often he might be sick, and
he need never die" (cited by Cook, Divine Healing Under the Lens, p. 41).
This is no stereotyped pattern for healing, for apart from the anointing with
Gil in Mark 6:13 and with clay in John
9, the New Testament healings indicate
that the method varied.
Finally, and this is most important —
this passage does not allow for mass
healing meetings! It is an individual affair to be conducted privately and not
publicly.
Those who claim that the program
given to the twelve in Matthew 10 is the
program for the church today cannot
duplicate the works of the apostles —
e. g., in raising the dead.
The commission found in Mark 16:
15-18 is often appealed to as the basis
for including healing in our evangelism.
It is hardly fair to build a doctrine upon such a disputed passage as Mark 16
(contemporary scholars indicate that this
portion is not found in some of the
oldest manuscripts). Many dependable
Bible teachers believe that these signs
(cf. also the gifts mentioned in I Corinthians 12:9-11, 27-31) were temporary
to establish the Gospel. Once the Gospel
was established by the signs, the signs
themselves were done away.
While there are some things I cannot
dogmatize about in this connection, I
am certain about two things: (1) These
signs did not accompany every believer
(cf. I Cor. 12:28); and (2) They were
signs of the divine mission of the church
and were not given to certify the faith
cf the individual. Dr. Gaebelein has noted
in answer to this problem: "Miracles are
distinctly stated to be the powers of the
age to come' (Heb. 6:5). They are not
characteristic of the present age. They
were set in the church at the beginning
for signs to them that believe not (I
Cor. 12:28; 14:22). But they are not included in the permanent gifts which remain until the present work of grace has
accomplished its purpose (Eph. 4:1-6)."
Is sickness caused solely by sin and
Satan? Is it correct to speak about "the
demon of cancer?" Does sickness reveal
the presence of sin or is it synonymous
with sin? Now the Scriptures make it
clear that some sickness is the result of
sin and from Satan. Satan can cause
sickness (cf. Job 2:1-10; Lu. 13:10-16).
' But it iS also definite that some sickness
is not the result of sin at all (cf. John
9:1-3 where our Lord answered the disciples ("Neither did this man sin, nor his
parents: but that the works of God should
be made manifest in him").
To claim that sickness is synonymous
with sin is illogical. We will to sin, but
whoever willed to be sick?
While I agree that all sickness is the
result of Adam's sin, not all sickness

desirous of meeting

god in your trouble than of getting out of if.

is the result of the Christian's personal
sin. A good question to ask is, "What
about the illness and death of infants?"
Another good question is, "Can a person be right with God and be afflicted
with sickness?" The answer is selfevident — "Now Elisha was fallen sick
of his sickness whereof he died" (II
Kings 13:14); ". . . There was given to
me a thorn in the flesh" (II Cor. 12:7).
Both the Old Testament and the New
Testament answer "yes!"
Is it always God's will to heal? It is
dogmatically stated by healing-movement
advocates that it is always God's will to
heal the sick. Oral Roberts writes (If
You Need Healing Do These Things, p.
23): "You will not be able to say it
is God's will to heal one, but it is not
His will to heal another — He is either
a God of love, perfect love, or He is not
God at all. Isn't that right?" No, Mr.
Roberts, that is not right! God is a God
of love, but it was not His will to heal
Paul (II Cor. 12:7,8), or Timothy (I
Tim. 5:23), or Trophimus (II Tim. 4:20),
or Lazarus (John 11), or Epaphroditus
(Phil 2:27, 30). Of tremendous significance is I Peter 4:19, "Wherefore let
them also that 'suffer according to the
will of God commit the keeping of their
souls to him in well doing, as unto a
faithful Creator" (cf. 1 Pet. 3:17; Phil. 1:
29; Rom. 8:18).
A. T. Pierson used to say, "In the
Old Testament God's blessing was prosperity; in the New Testament God's
blessing is adversity." We can expect
trials in this life (cf. II Cor. 12:7-10; Gal.
4:13, 14; I Tim. 5:23; Col. 1:24). The godly Charles Simson wrote to another
Christian: "My dear brother, we must not
mind a little suffering. When I am getting through a hedge, if my head and
shoulders are safely through, I can bear
the pricking of my legs" (A Book of
Protestant Saints, p. 12).
A careful study of all the references
to the will of God in the New Testament
will reveal ,that physical deliverance.
is never included (cf. John 6:40; Gal.
1:4; Col. 4:12; I Thess. 4:3; 5:18; I Pet.
4:19, etc.).
Is Bible healing all a matter of faith?
"Let your faith loose" is the slogan of
the Oral Roberts campaigns. If one is
not healed, it is proof of weak faith.
This kind of teaching is destructive to
those who fail to find healing. It becomes
a "doctrine of despair."
It is striking to note that the miracles
of healing by Christ and the apostles
often took place apart from faith. Meiino J. Brunk points out: "Nothing is said
of the faith of the vast multitudes who
were healed. There is no mention of
faith on the part of the man with the
withered hand (Matt. 12:10-13). The impotent man (John 5:5-9) did not know
who had healed him (John 5:13). The
blind man (John 9) did not know Christ.
Verses 11, 17, 25, 36 ("The Relation of
the Atonement to Sickness," The Christian Ministry, April-June issue, 1950, p.
44.).
Faith soars above fatalism and never
stoops to fanaticism. True faith is always submissive to the will of God. The
emphasis should not be placed so much
on the degree of our faith as on the
direction of faith — upon the Person and
provisions of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amanda Smith, the colored evangelist, told of staying with some believers
who held to "divine healing." After the
husband came downstairs complaining
of deafness and pain in his ears, he and
his wife sought healing. Finally he went
to a doctor and soon returned with the
news that he was completely better. He
reported that "the doctor said the wax
was pretty hard, but that he could remove it without any trouble." This led
Amanda to draw the lesson that some
people were even expecting the Lord to
clean their ears (Divine Healing Under

the Lens, p. 74)! Healing is not simply
a matter of faith.
Does faith in God exclude the use of
natural means? Is it wrong to go to the
doctor? Is it a sin to use medicines? The
Bible shows that healing can come
through the use of means as well as
without means. Isaiah prescribed a fig
plaster for Hezekiah's boil (II Kings 20:
7); Paul advised Timothy to take wine
medicinally for his stomach's sake and
his oft infirmities (I Tim. 5:23); Luke
was the "Beloved Physician" (Col. 4:14);
and our Lord recognized the ability of
physicians when He said, "They that
be whole need not a physician, but they
that are sick" (Matt. 9:12; Lu. 5:31).
But some will quote II Chron. 16:12.
"Asa . .. in his disease ... sought not to
the Lord, but to the physicians." The
context shows that Asa was in a backslidden condition. His death was not
caused by seeking a physician, but in
turning his back on God. Many commentators believe that the "physicians"
in view were pagan medicine men —
men who used magic amulets and superstitious exorcisms.
In Acts 28:8, 9, there are two Greek
words used for healing with the latter
word meaning to receive medical treatment. Dr. Griffith Thomas tells us of a
missionary who confessed that all around
him were missionaries of other societies
who did a full day's work for God by
taking quinine, but that missionaries of
his society (believing in healing) were
never well (Our Hope, January issue,
1925, p. 421).
What causes sickness? It seems to me
that this question is basic to a clear understanding of the whole healing question.
(1) Neglect of God's laws. Israel escaped the diseases and plagues of the surrounding nations by scrupulously obeying the dietary and hygienic laws relating to health given in God's Word.
Someone has said of Christians who ignore God's laws, "Don't tempt God with
your body."
(2) The result of sin and Satan. As
we have mentioned before, some but
not all sickness may have this source.
In connection with demon oppression,
observe that Matthew 4;24 distinguishes
between those who had "divers diseases"
and those "which were possessed with
devils."
(3) Sickness may be divine chastisement, given to refine, or to build sturdy
Christian character. The Corinthians became sick as a result of being chastised
for unworthily partaking of the Lord's
Table (I Cor. 1:30). The Psalmist as well
as Peter speaks of the blessing that affliction may be (cf. Psa. 119:67, 71; I
Pet. 5:10). Paul declares that his sickness caused him to manifest the power
of God (I Cor. 12:9), and through affliction we may bring comfort to others
(II Cor. 1:3-5).
(4) Sickness may be to the glory of
God. "This sickness is . . . for the glory
of God" (John 11:4). God may sometimes get more glory out of our illness
than He can get out of our health. Those
who knew Annie Johnson Flint would
consider her a possible illustration of
this truth.
(5) Sickness may be the result of
wrong attitudes of mind.
"A merry heart doeth good like a
medicine" (Prov. 17:22; cf. 15:13). It is
likewise true that a miserable heart results in the need for medicine — it
brings bodily sickness. "The best doctors are Dr. Diet, Dr. Quiet and Dr.
Merryman."
(6) Sickness may be traced to the
fact that we are still in the body of our
humiliation
Phil. 3:21 R.V.).
Mr. Keith Brooks (Prophecy Monthly, March, 1950) summarizes some of
the causes of sickness by pointing out a
fourfold classification: (1) There is here-
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Monthly," "King's
Business,"
IS JESUS COMING
"Revelation," etc., average from
AGAIN?
25,000 to 50,000 circulation.
(Continued from page one)
Religious magazines do well to
lation. The combined circulation
By L. CHESTER GUINN
of the movie magazines is nearly have 50,000 circulation. Sex and
Most all will answer the above
10,000,000. Detective story maga- movie magazines run into the
question in the affirmative, but
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there are many different ideas
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gazines have a total of more than
1. Post-Millennial. This theory
10,000,000 circulation.
(Continued from page five)
The Lord Jesus said: "I am the teaches that Jesus will return to
The most widely circulating religious weekly is the "Sunday Door: by Me if any man enter in, earth after the 1,000 years of
School Times." Its circulation is he shall be saved .. ." (John 10: peace the Bible speaks of. This is
around 75,000. Leading Christian 9). Is that not worth more than an erroneous theory.
2. Non-Millennial. This theory
publications such as "Moody $100,000! Enter now, by faith, and
be enriched for time, and for teaches that there will be no millennial. This of course, is coneternity!
trary to the plain teaching of the
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
Bible.
3. Pre-Millennial. We who hold
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nium. We believe there can be no
universal peace until He comes
to bring it. This theory is in accord with Bible teaching.
I. The Great Fact Of His
Coming
A. Jesus Himself said so. John
14:1-3; John 16:16.
B. The Angels told of it. Acts
1:11.
C. Paul preached it. I Thes. 4:
16.
D.%Peter foretold it. II Pet. 3:10.
E. John, on the Ise of Patmos,
spoke of it. Rev. 1:7.
II. The Time Of His Coming
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A. We do not know the day nor
hour.
B. Some things are told us
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about the time. Acts 3:19-21; Acts pleases is seldom pleased
15:13.
what he does."
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Continued from page two)

god's servanl le make sainlo of U3.

MABEL CLEMENT

Heb. 5:8 ". we have peace with God
it causer4qaugh our Lord Jesus Christ."
(Continued from last week)
"If there is any loop hole through which to wriggle out of
ight roai
—Rom. 5:1.
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and Baptists should not receive it. Here is exactly the ground upon which Baptists reject
Campbellite baptism: they believe they baptize for the wrong
thing, and hence their baptism, to say the least, is irregular, destitute of Scriptural meaning."

MABEL CLEMENT
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