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The Righteousness that Saves Sinners
"For I say unto you, That ex-

cept your righteousness shall ex-
ceed the righteousness of the
scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in
no case enter into the kingdom
Of heaven."—Matthew 5:20.

"For Christ is the end of the
law for righteousness to every
cloe that believeth."—Romans 10:
4.

"And be found in him, not hav-
ing mine own righteousness.
Which is of the law, but that
Which is through the faith of
Christ, the righteousness which is
of God by faith."—Philippians 3:
9.

The Law of God demands ab-
solute righteousness of man. If
You and I are to stand in the
Presence of the Holy God, we
1tust have a righteousness that
fully meets the requirements of
the Law of God. If we are to
live and not die, we must bper-
fect in the sight of God.
The Law doesn't require sim-

PlY "the best you can do;" no,
It requires that you be holy, al-
together perfect, in your heart
and life. The best you can do is
not perfection. But perfection you
Must have if you are to live for-
ever. James 2:10 tells us that the
Illan who breaks the Law in one
Point is guilty of all. Galatians

3:10 states, "Cursed is every one
that continueth not in all things
which are written in the book of
the law to do them."

God tells us that no unclean
thing (Revelation 21:27) shall en-
ter Heaven. Only those that are
perfectly righteous shall be ad-
mitted.

Now, the problem that con-
fronts the sinful creatures of earth
is how to become righteous
enough to enter Heaven. Many try
to establish this righteousness
themselves, being ignorant of
their helplessness to perform
what the holy Law requires. Such
were the Pharisees who did many
works in an effort to be justified.
But Jesus said that it would take
a greater righteousness to permit
one to enter Heaven. The best the
Pharisees could do was not
enough.

If men could only realize that
the Law requires an absolute
righteousness — within and with-
out, negatively and positively —
then they would cease thinking in
terms of performing righteousness
themselves. The purpose of the
Law is to teach us the righteous-
ness we need but do not have. The
Law points out to us how perfect
we must be, and thus shows us
that we are not righteous. Until

a sinner hears the Law, he will
have no true interest in Christ.
He must hear the Law's demands,
and having realized he needs a
perfect righteousness, he is ready
to hear the Gospel which tells us
of h ow Christ wrought out a
righteousness and gives it freely
to believing sinners.
The righteousness of Christ is

the only righteousness that meets
the demands of God's Law. No
other person ever performed such.
The purpose of Christ's life and
death in the flesh was to estab-
lish the righteousness that His
people must have for justifica-
tion. Christ perfectly fulfilled the
Law in His life, and satisfied its
curse in His death. Thus Christ
is the end of the Law for right-
eousness for all believers. That is,
He has fulfilled the Law for them
and they are not under the Law
any longer. In the person of
Christ, the believer fulfilled the
Law.

This righteousness of Christ
charged to our account is the per-
fection that the believer has. It
is not his own perfection, wrought
by himself, but it is given unto
him, made his by imputation.
The person who enters Heaven

must be perfect. Law requires
perfection. Only in Christ can we
(Continued on page 8, column 5)

What Is the Gospel?
From "The Bulletin"

Fred Simmons, Editor

In his introduction to the Beau-
ties of Ebenezer Erskine, Samuel
McMillan says, "I once heard of
a young man, who, after being
a preacher for some time in a cer-
tain denomination, reckoned it
his duty to join another denom-
ination; and having gone to the
minister to make known his in-
tentions, was quite confounded by
the simple question being put to
him, What is the Gospel? for,
though a preacher of the Gospel,
as he thought, this question had
never occurred to him."

This most important question
I shall answer first in the words
of Ebenezer Erskine in his work
Marrow of Divinity:
"The gospel is a doctrine re-

vealed from Heaven by the Son
of God, presently after the fall of
mankind into sin and death, and
afterwards manifested more clear-
ly and fully to the patriarchs and
prophets, to the evangelists and
apostles, and by them spread
abroad to others; wherein free-
dom from sin, the curse of the
law, the wrath of God, death and
Hell, is freely promised for
Cheist's sake to all those who
truly believe on His name. The
law is a word of wrath; but the
gospel is a word of peace. The
law saith, Thou art a sinner, and
therefore thou shalt be damned;
the Gospel saith, No; Christ Jesus
came into the world to save
sinners; and therefore believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved. The law saith, Pay
me that thou owest me, or else I
will cast thee into prison; but the
Gospel saith, Christ gave Himself
a ransom for thee; and so is made
redemption unto thee. The law
saith, Thou hast not continued in
all that I require of thee, and
therefore art cursed; but the Gos-

pel saith Christ hath redeemed
thee from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for thee."
In the second place, I may an-

swer in the words of George
Whitefield. Referring to the com-
mission given to the apostles:

"What," says he, "are they to
preach? Why, they are* not to
preach morality; not morality!
Come, do not be frightened, any
of you that are afraid of good
works, do not be frightened. I
say, not morality; that is, moral-
ity is not to be the grand point
of their preaching. They are not
to preach as a heathen philos-
opher would. You are to preach
the Gospel. Now the Gospel sig-
nifies good news, glad tidings.
'Behold, I bring you,' said the an-
gel, 'glad tidings of great joy.'
We are to preach glad tidings of
salvation; to tell a poor benight-
ed world lying in the wicked one,
the Devil, their state and condi-
tion: we are to tell them God is
love; to tell them that God loves.
them better than they do them-
selves. We must preach the law,
but not leave the people there.
We must tell them how Moses
brings them tO the borders of Ca-
naan, and then tell them of a
glorious Joshua that will carry
them over Jordan; first to show
them their wants, and then point
out to them a Jesus that can sup-

'ply, and more than supply, all
their wants. This we are to tell
every creature."

In the last place, I may answer
the same question in the words
of Ralph Erskine. In his sermon
on Isa. 42:6, he says, "Our text
is a sum of the Gospel, and it is
a free promise: 'I will give thee
for a Covenant of the people.'
There is no precept nor command-
ment here. The law is properly a
word of precept, but not the Gos-
pel; the law commands all, but
the Gospel promises all."

By the Late J. M. Carroll
Author of "The Trail of Blood"

Pellow Christians: With an ear-
nest desire to comfort a n d
strengthen you, I preach this ser-
Mon.

4, In the early days of my Chris-
's/I life, I passed through a
Ibighty battle of doubt and fear
4,and trouble on the subject herein
uiseussed. In my ignorance of
hat the .Bible really taught I

.1rinly believed that it was poss-
:nde, yea, even more than poss-
1,',1e, for a Christian on acount of

sins to be finally lost and
gainned. During this short period
nf InY life I was but little help to
others or to the cause. My whole
attention was given to self. I was
tiY1/1a hard to "hold on" and to
"hold out," and the longer I tried
e more doubtful to me became
'Ile unequal struggle. I soon thor-
(IblighlY learned that sin and the

are stronger than even a
`nristian. During these days the
ileY's of salvation were not mine.
hyvill not attempt to give you the
IstorY of those doubtful and un-

certain days.- I was driven to the
\4/ord of God. I give you in this
serrnon some of the results of that
earch for light and help. I am
,n,rofoundly convinced that it is

Christian's blessed privilege
be comforted and strengthened

I33' his religion.
The following Scriptures are
TEXT.

1/137 sheep hear my voice, and
Know them, and they follow me:

Order from
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and I give unto them eternal life;
and they shall never perish;
neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand.
My father which gave them me,

is greater than all; and no man
is able to pluck them out of my
Father's hand." John 10:27-29.
"For sin shall not have domin-

ion over you: for ye are not under
the law, but under grace." Ro-
mans 6:14.
"Wherefore he is able to save

them to the uttermost that come
unto God by him, seeing he ever
liveth to make intercession for
them." Heb. 7:25.
"Thou shalt call his name

Jesus; for he shall save his people
from their sins." Matt. 1:21.

Even though I have taken such
a long text, I do not expect to
confine the sermon to these pas-
sages. It is my purpose to use
very many others.

ETERNAL LIFE

1. The first point in my text to
which I call your special aten-
tion is embraced in the words
"Eternal life." You will note that
the text says "I give unto them
eternal life."
With reference to these words

I ask you to carefully note four
things, all brought out in the
Scriptures:
(1) That before the foundation

of the world, God purposed to
give to his people eternal life.

Note the following Scriptures:

"Who hath saved us and called
us with a holy calling, not accord-
ing to or works, but according to
his own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ Jesus be-
fore the world began." 2 Tim. 1:9.
"And when the Gentiles heard
this, they were glad, and glorified
the word of the Lord: and as
many as were ordained to eternal
life believed." Acts 13:48.

Before commenting on these

passages note further:
(2) God promised to his chil-

dren precisely the same thing that
he purposed: That is "Eternal
life."

Note these proofs:

"As Moses lifted up the serpent
in the wilderness, even so must
the Son of man be lifted up: That
whosoever believeth in h i m
should not perish but have eternal
life. For God so loved the world
that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have
everlasting life." John 3:14-16.
"Paul, a servant of God, and an

apostle of Jesus Christ, according
to the faith of God's elect, and
the acknowledging of the truth
which is after Godliness: In hope
of eternal life, which God that
cannot lie promised before the
world began." Titus 1:1-2.

"And this is the promise that he
bath promised us, even eternal
life." I John 2:25.

Thus you will see, that even be-
fore the world was made, God
purposed to give his people who
should in after years believe in
him, "eternal life." And then he
promised them the very same
thing that he purposed.

Now note again:

(3) God gave and now gives just
exactly what -he purposed and
promised: That is "Eternal life."

Note carefully the following
Scriptures:

"He that believeth on the Son
of God hath the witness in him-
self: He that believeth not God
hath made him a liar; because he
believeth not the record God gave
of his Son. And this is the record,
that God bath given us eternal
life." I John 5:10-11.

"I know them and they follow
me: and I give unto them eternal
life." John 10:27-28.
"For the wages of sin is death:

but the gift of God is eternal life."
Rom. 6:23.
Now on these words, "Eternal

life," note one more point.
(4) Believers receive and have

precisely what God purposed and
promised and gives: That is
"Eternal life."
Once more note the Scripture:
"Verily, verily, I say unto you,

he that heareth my word, and be-
lieveth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life." John 5:24.
Not may have it in the future,

but hath it now. Not that he is
put in a position to secure it some
time later, but even now "hath
everlasting life." I give you now
the language of an old prer,cher,
just before his death, writing
back to those who had been con-
verted under his ministry. Final
words, evidently intended for
their encouragement and for their
comfort:
"These things have I written

unto you that believe on the
name of the Son of God; that ye
may know that ye have eternal
life." I John 5:13.
I press the point that believers

now have "eternal life." Not that
they may have it, but they now
have it.
Now see the full force of this

first main argument. Goa pur-
posed, God promised, God gave
and still gives, believers receive
and have a definite thing. And
that thing is, "Eternal life.'
"Everlasting life."
These words do not mean a

short duration. They do not mean
a life for a day, for a month, for
a year, nor even for a hitndred
years; but a life for all time and
for all eternity. If believers have
anything, they have "eternal rife."
For that and that only, is what
God purposed and promised and
gives to those who believe on his
Son.
How sinaple and how plain is

the word of God!

Note the second part of the
text.

2. God makes the thing doubly
sure.
Not willing that any should re-

main in doubt and uncertainty
concerning this matter he goes
even further than simply to de-
clare that what he purposed and
promised and gives and that be-
lievers receive and have is "eter-
nal life."
He adds something more.
Again hear His word:
"My sheep hear my voice, and

I know them, and they follow me;
and I give unto them eternal life:
and they shall never perish." John
10:27-28.

'Verily, verily, I say unto, you,
he that beareth my word and be-
lieveth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not
come into condemnation." John 5:
24.

Beloved Christians, hear and
see these words:

"Shall never perish."

"Shall not come into condemn-
nation." 1
No matter what may befall us

in the future; no matter what
temptation may beset us; no mat-
ter what the works of the devil;
no matter if he throw us down or
wallow us in the mire, we do not
again "come into condemnation."
"They shall never perish!"

NOT UNDER THE LAW

Now note the third point of my
(Continued on page 5, column 3)
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The Baptist
Examiner Pulpit
Because of lack of avail-

able time, we have been un-
able to get one of Brother
Gilpin's sermons ready for
this issue. Look for his mes-
sage next week on the sub-
ject "Ambassadors."
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The Meeting at
Cottage Hills, Illinois
I had a glorious time of bless-

ing and fellowship in the meeting
with Cottage Hills Baptist Church,
April 20-27. The meetings were
usually well - attended, and the
messages were blessed to the
hearts of many, according to com-
ments and testimony. I especially
enjoyed my stay in the home of
Pastor A. J. Corcoran. The hos-
pitality shown me was very gra-
cious, and the times of fellowship
in conversation and worship were
uplifting.
I met several of the readers of

_TBE during the week. It was a
joy to once again meet Evangelist
A. R. Fields and wife, and both
were faithful attendants at all the
services. Several other local pas-
tors attended during the meeting,
and I was grateful to become ac-
quainted with them. Some of

Rckid

these preachers participated in
leading the congregation in the
preliminary song services. I was
also happy to meet several friends
from Alhambra, Ill.

It certainly' was a joy to have
three Spurgeons with us in the
service on Saturday, April 26.
Bro. Charles and Bro. Gene Spur-
geon drove about 150 miles from
Missouri, while Bro. R. A. Spur-
geon, who attended about half the
meetings, came from his home,
which is not too far from Cottage
Hills. These men are related to
the C. H. Spurgeon family, and
they believe in sovereign grace,
just as C. H. S.

The Spurgeons, Bro. Fields, and
Bro. Roy Wood, a faithful mem-
ber of the church, all said that
they wanted to visit us sometime
in the future. Well, we hope they
can soon be with us.

Bro. Corcoran and the Cottage
Hills church are striving to serve

Laying the Axe

to

Arminian Heresies

BOB L. ROSS

"And now also the axe is laid unto the
root of the trees."—Matthew 3:10.

Published by:

BAPTIST EXAMINER BOOK SHOP

ASHLAND, KENTUCKY

Prices: 25t Per Copy — 5 for $1.00— 30 for $5.00

The above is the cover of your editor-in-chief's
39-page booklet showing the errors of Arminian doc-
trines and interpretations. Many readers are putting
this booklet into the hands of others, and many folk
are being helped. You can do the same, for the prices
are very reasonable. Order several copies for your
friends.

members are sand-byers and some are by-slanders.

the Lord faithfully and Scriptur-
ally. We ask our readers to pray
that God's blessings may be upon
them. If you live in eastern Mis-
souri or southern Illinois, you will
be blessed if you pay this church
a visit some time. The pastor is a
faithful preacher and teacher, and
the brethren will make you feel
welcome.

* * * *

Available for Meetings
While at Cottage Hills, some

of the pastors asked me if I were
available for meetings. Due to the
fact that I have much of the work
in editing THE EXAMINER, they
thought perhaps I did not have
time to hold meetings. For the
information of any pastor or
church that might want me for
any kind of meeting or program,
I wish to say that I am available
and can come for at least a week
at any time something else isn't
scheduled. It would be an extra
burden for our work for me to
be away for two weeks, but if I
felt the leading of the Lord, I
know that He would make it pos-
sible for me to be away even
that long.

* * * *

Arminians Disturbed
Several Arminian publications

reveal that the effect TBE is ex-
erting has caused quite a bit of
disturbance in the various Ar-
minian camps. These publications
are upset about the resurgence
of Calvinistic truth, and have pub-
lished articles saying that these
"heresies" are once again being
accepted. Most of these papers
have named TBE as the cause for
much of the present "apostasy."
We are "flattered" by these

papers that attribute the present
success of Calvinism to us. We
realize that TBE has been a
source of help to thousands of
folk, but some of the Arminian
papers have no doubt overstated
the matter. But then, they should
know what is taking place in their
camps better than we.
The present distress among Ar-

minians certainly reveals that
God is opening eyes to see the
truth. When the Devil is loudest,
we can be sure that there is
something he is upset about.
When he leads his forces to battle
so hotly and furiously, then we
can be certain that he has a rea-
son. In opposing truth, the Devil
first attempts to hide the truth
by producing an attitude of in-
attentiveness; he hopes that peo-
ple will pay no attention to the
truth. But when this fails, he re-
sorts to another method of opposi-
tion, which is the present method
being used by many Arminians.
And the disturbance of the Devil
is certainly great, if we are to
judge from those who are the ad-
vocates of his doctrines. While
confusion and nonsense prevade
the articles of the Arminians,
minds are nevertheless being
aroused to give attention to vari-
ous doctrines. Thus the Devil will
in many cases defeat his own
cause, for truth will eventually
be found by the honest, diligent
seeker.

JUST SUPPOSE
Just suppose the Lord would

begin tomorrow to make people
as sick as they claim to be on
Sunday.

Just suppose the Lord should
take away the child whom the
parents use as an excuse for stay-
ing away from church.

Just suppose the Lord should
make people as poor as they
claim to be when asked to help
finance His program.
have everyone stoned to death for
covetousness as was Achan.
Just suppose the Lord should

Just suppose the Lord should
let some parents look into the
future and see what their ex-
ample and lax control did for
their children.

Just suppose Jesus should come
tomorrow, would you do what
you are doing today?

Just suppose all Christians
really loved the Lord.

Just suppose —and then, by the
help of the Lord, go forth and live
and serve as if eternity were soon
coming — as it truly is!

—Selected.

MAY 17, 1958

"I Should Like To Know"
 A

I. Who are the sons of God and
the daughters of men referred to
in Genesis 6:1, 2?
We believe that the sons of God

are those who were the spiritual
children of God, probably the
godly descendants of Seth, where-
as the daughters of men were un-
saved women. This shows God's
disapproval upon a marriage be-
tween a child of God and an un-
saved person.

2. Was Adam alive at the time
of the Deluge?
No. See Genesis 5:5.
3. What is the Leviathan spok-

en of in Job 41?
Some kind of sea-monster.

4. Will there be anyone saved
except God's elect?

If anyone is saved it is because
God elected to save him. Since no
one is saved but by God's grace,
then no one will be saved except
those whom God chooses to save.

5 What is the proper transla-
tion of Luke 18:13?

"Be thou propitiated to me the
sinner by the sacrifice whose
smoke was then ascending in the
presence of the publican while he
prayed."

6. "Man that is born of a wo-
man is of few days and full of
trouble." Does this verse apply to
everyone?

We have never known of an
exception. Do you?

7. Is it true that the only way a
person can know he is saved is by
the holiness in his life?
That all depends upon the

meaning one gives to the term
"holiness." Every spiritual grace
may be classified under holiness,
and if this is what is meant, then
it is true that this is the only way
we can know we are saved. A
man without holiness shall not
see God. This doesn't mean Holy-
Roller holiness, but Bible holi-
ness.

8. After a person has heard a
doctrine proved from the Bible,
and does not follow the teaching
in his life, is it Scriptural to ex-
clude this person from a New
Testament church?

It is our opinion, if the doctrine
is of great importance, the per-
son should be excluded. But if it
is something that is difficult to
understand, and not too impor-
tant, we should bear with one as
long as possible. After all, we all
have to learn, and some of us do
not learn as quickly as others.

9. How do you harmonize II
Peter 2:1 with the limited atone-
ment?

For a full discussion get Gill's
Cause of God and Truth. Briefly
we will answer: In the first place,
the word used for "Lord" is never
used of Christ, but only of the
Father. Thus, if the word does
not signify Christ, but the Father,
Peter evidently refers to what the
Father has done. This probably
goes back into the Old Testament
when God bought the Israelites
out of bondage. Read the context
carefully and you will see that
Peter has reference to the false
prophets who were among those

 z

NOEL SMITH FORETELLS

THE BAPTIST BIBLE

FELLOWSHIP'S FUTURE

"If this Fellowship lives
long enough, the Devil's ec-
clesiastical crowd will have
it just as it has got hold of
every other movement that
has been launched."—Bap-
tist Bible Tribune, page 3
April 11, 1958.

Noel Smith is right. Too
bad he is working so hard
to build up an organization
for the Devil. Too bad he
isn't putting his effort forth
in behalf of the New Testa-
ment institution rather than
this modern ecclesiastical
machine. His zeal, as well
as the zeal of other Baptist
brethren in the Fellowship,
deserves a better cause.

 A

people that God brought out of
Egyptian bondage. Secondly, it
seems that Peter simply takes
these men on their own profes-
sion when referring to them. That
is, he says that these men deny
the Lord they profess as having
bought them. Just as Judas pro-
fessed to be a friend and was
called a "friend" by Christ, yet

was not a friend, so Peter takes

these men upon their own pro-
fession, yet shows that they are

not of God, as they profess.

10. What relationship do the

Ten Commandments given to
Moses have to the Christian?

The Ten Commandments reveal

to us the righteous character of

God. They reveal to us the right-

eousness that one must have to be

pleasing to God. In Christ we

have that righteousness required
by the commandments, and noW"
we should strive to live as right-

eously as the commandments re-

veal. Our justification depends

solely on Christ's righteousness,

for He has fully kept the Law for
us. The Christian loves the com-
mandments and seeks to live iI

conformity with them, not to be

saved, but because they reveal-

how God would have us to act.

11. Do you think that a church

is in order if it does not observe

the Lord's Supper?

Definitely not. We are told bY

the Master to "observe all things?'
Paul says to "keep the ordi-
nances." It is just as Scriptural to

do away with preaching and bap-
tism as to do away with the

Lord's Supper.

12. If a church expels several

influential, but disorderly men'
hers, and then must give up the
church property to avoid court
scandal because of denominational
pressure—if a church does this,
then changes location and name,

which faction is the true church?

Proceeding upon the supposi-

tion that the church was sound

in the beginning, we say the

group that left the property. The'
other faction, though still posses-

sors of the property, is not in
harmony with the Scriptures. But

the church were not sound in
the beginning, then neither grouP'

is a New Testament church.

13. Does a church have to be a
member of the Southern Baptist

Convention in order to be a Nevi"
Testament Baptist church?

If so, then there were no Nell-
Testament churches prior to the.
establishment of the Convention

in 1845. It is truly astounding hoW

God's churches made it through
the years without a man-made
ecclestastical machine!

14. What do you think of tht
ICCC?

This is an unscriptural, inter-

denominational organization, and

we care very little for any or-

ganization of this stripe. In a few'
years (we predict) the ICCC will
be led by apostates just as everY.

other man-made organization that

has ever been formed. There are
some men in it now that are
strong on certain things, but Luth-

er and Calvin were even strong'
er. We see what happened tc!.
the various organizations 01
strong men, so we can expect the
same of the ICCC or any other

machine. Why not stay with tile
Bible and the New Testament
Church rather than go off after

some organization that is not

found in the Word of God?
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Difficulties and Objections to God's Sovereignty Cleared Away
John 3:16, II Peter 3:9, and other passages

dearly harmonized with God's Sovereignty.
Difficulties removed by "rightly dividing the
Word of Truth."

By ARTHUR W. PINK

One of the most popular beliefs of the day
ts that God loves everybody, and the very
fact that it is so popular with all classes ought
to be enough to arouse the suspicions of those
;.‘110 are subject to the Word of Truth. God's
'We toward all His creatures is the fundamental
cind favorite tenet of Universalists, Unitarians,
Theosophists, Christian Scientists, Spiritualists,
Russellites, etc. No matter how o man may
live—in open defiance of Heaven, with no
concern whatever for his soul's eternal interests,
Still less for God's glory, dying, perhaps with
on oath on his lips—notwithstanding, God loves
.111m, we are told. So widely has this dogma
oeen proclaimed, and so comforting is it to
the heart which is at enmity with God, we have
Little hope of convincing many of their error.
'hat God loves everybody, is, we may say,
quite a modern belief. The writings of the
church fathers, the Reformers or the Puritans
Will (we believe) be searched in vain for any
Such concept. Perhaps the late D. L. Moody_
coPtivated by Drummond's "The Greatest Thing
in the World"—did more than anyone else in
the last century to popularize this concept.

It has been customary to say God loves the
Sinner though He hates his sin. But that is a
Meaningless distinction. What is there in a sin-
ter but sin? Is it not true that his "whole head
14s sick' and his "whole heart faint," and that
'from the sole of the foot even unto the head
there is no soundness" in him? (Isa. 1:5, 6).

It true that God loves the one who is despis-
'119 and rejecting His blessed Son? God is Light

t3Ls well as Love, and therefore His love must
,..ue a holy love. To tell the Christ-rejector that
N40c1 loves him is to cauterize his conscience
?s well as to afford him a sense of security
'n his sins. The fact is, the love of God is a
truth for the saints only, and to present it to
11.1e enemies of God is to take the children's
19read and cast it to the dogs. With the excep-
11°n of John 3:16, not once in the four Gos-
...Deis do we read of the Lord Jesus, the perfect
!eacher, telling sinners that God loved them!
In the book of Acts, which records the evan-
telistic labors and messages of the apostles,
Cxld's love is never referred to at all! But when
4 came to the Epistles, which are addressed
'3, the saints, we have a full presentation of

Precious truth—God's love for His own. Let
:LS seek to rightly divide the Word of God and
:'Ien we shall not be found taking truths which

addressed to believers and mis-applying
"I rr) to unbelievers. That which sinners need

1.1°,huve brought before them is the ineffable

eliness, the exacting righteousness, the in-
iexible justice and the terrible wrath of God.

sicing the danger of being misunderstood let
saY—and we wish we could say it to every

i v3nOelist and preacher in the country—there
s far too much presenting of Christ to sinners
1t°10y (by those sound in the faith), and far
iI30 little showing sinners their need of Christ,

th their absolutely ruined and lost condition,

.

- •
Lel' imminent and awful danger of suffering

,14"le wrath to come, the fearful guilt resting
,e,c3n them in the sight of God: to present
thntist to those who have never been shown
,o eir need of Him, seems to us to be guilty of
°sting pearls before swine.

.th if it be true that God loves every member of
e human family, then why did our Lord tellits •disciPies "He that hath my commandments,

keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and
.e thot loveth me shall be loved of my Father

If man love me, he will keep my words:
rnv Father will love him" (John 14:21,

IO 'r Why say "he that loveth me shall be
lev.ied of my Father?" if the Father loves every-

The same limitation is found in Prov.
w_ "I love them that love me." Again,

read, "Thou hatest all workers of iniquity"
n°t merely the works of iniquity. Here then

,t04° flat repudiation of present teaching that,
.to `' hotes sin but loves the sinner; Scripture
Oi "Thou hatest all workers of iniquity"
,evs°• 5:5) ! "God is angry with the wicked
haettY daY" (Psa. 7:11). "He that believeth
pf the Son shall not see life, but the wrath
":._?4"--not "shall abide," but even now—
the tueth on him" (John 3:36) . Can God "love"
it rI c3ne an whom His "wrath" abides? Again, is
whic3it, e.vid.ent that the words "The love of God

•is 1- .'s in Christ Jesus" (Rom. 8:391 marks
I• i.rin.itation, both in the sphere and objects

word's love? Again, is it not plain from the

te
s "Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I

'evcierd" (Rom. 9:13) that God does not love
the Ybc'dY? Again, it is written, "For whomtve Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth
beer/' SO n whom he receiveth" (Heb. 12:6).

s. not this verse teach that God's love isi▪ t"..icted to the members of His own family?
th Ile loves all men without exception, thenise distinction and limitation here mentioned

I h ici4Llife meaningless. Finally, we would ask,
conceivable that God will love the damned

in the Lake of Fire? Yet, if He loves them now
He will do so then, seeing that His love knows
no change—He is "without variableness or
shadow of turning"!

JOHN 3:16

Turning now to John 3:16, it should be evi-
dent from the passages just quoted that this
verse will not bear the construction usually put
upon it. "God so loved the world." Many sup-
pose that this means the entire human race.
But "the entire human race" includes all man-
kind from Adam till the close of earth's his-
tory: it reaches backward as well as forward!
Consider, then, the history of mankind before
Christ was born. Unnumbered millions lived
and died before the Saviour came to the earth,
lived here "having no hope and without God
in the world," and therefore passed out into
an eternity of woe. If God "loved" them, where
is the slightest proof thereof? Scripture declares
"Who (God) in times post (from the tower
of Babel till after Pentecost) suffered all na-
tions to walk in their own ways" (Acts 14:16).
Scripture declares that "And even as they did
not like to retain God in their knowledge, God
gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those
things which are not convenient" (Rom. 1:28).
To Israel God said, "You only have I known of
oll the families of the earth" (Amos 3:2). In
view of these plain passages who will be so
foolish as to insist that God in the past loved
all mankind! The same applies with equal
force to the future. Read through the book of
Revelation, noting especially chapters 8 to 19,
where we have described the judgments which
will be poured out from Heaven on this earth.
Read of the fearful woes, the frightful plagues,
the vials of God's wrath, which shall be emp-
tied on the wicked. Finally, read the twentieth
chapter of the Revelation, the great white
throne judgment, and see if you can discover
there the slightest trace of love.

But the objector comes back to John 3:16
and says, "World means world." True, but we
have shown that "the world" does not mean
the whole human family. The fact is that "the
world" is used in a general way. When the
brethren of Christ said "Shew thyself to the
world" (John 7:41, did they mean "Shew
Thyself to all mankind?" When the Pharisees
said "Behold, the world is gone after Him"
(John 12:19), did they mean that "all the
human family" were flocking after Him? When
the apostle wrote, "Your faith is spoken of
throughout the whole world" (Rom. 1:8) , did
he mean that the faith of the saints at Rome
was the subject of conversation by every man,
woman, and child on earth? When Rev. 13:3
informs us that "all the world wondered after
the beast," are we to understand that there
will be no exceptions? These, and other pas-
sages which might be quoted, show that the
term "the world" often has a relative rather
than an absolute force.

Now the first thing to note in connection
with John 3:16 is that our Lord was there
speaking to Nicodemus, a man who believed
that God's mercies were confined to his own
notion. Christ there announced that God's love
in giving His Son had a larger object in view,
that it flowed beyond the boundary of Pales-
tine, reaching out to "regions beyond." In other
words, this was Christ's announcement that
God had a purpose of grace toward Gentiles
as well as Jews. "God so loved the world,"
then, signifies God's love is international in
its scope. But does this mean that God loves
every individual among the Gentiles? Not ne-
cessarily, for as we have seen, the term "world"
is general rather than specific, relative rather
than absolute. The term "world" in itself is
not conclusive. To ascertain who are the ob-
jects of God's love, other passages where His
love is mentioned must be consulted.

In II Peter 2:5 we read of "the world of
the ungodly." If then, there is a world of the
ungodly, there must also be a world of the
godly. It is the latter who are in view in the
passages we shall now briefly consider. "For
the bread of God is He which cometh down
from heaven, and giveth life unto the world"
(John 6:331. Now mark it well, Christ did
not soy, "offereth life unto the world," but
"giveth." What is the difference between the
two terms? This: a thing which is "offered"
may be refused, but a thing "given," neces-
sarily implies its acceptance. If it is not accept-
ed, it is not "given," it is simply proferred.
Here, then, is a Scripture that positively states
Christ giveth life (spiritual, eternal life) "unto
the world." Now He does not give eternal life
to the "world of the ungodly" for they will
not have it, they do not want it. Hence, we
are obliged to understand the reference in John
6:33 as being to "the world of the godly," i.e.,
God's own people.

One more: In II Cor. 5:19 we read, :"To wit
that God was in Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself." What is meant by this is clearly
defined in the words immediately following,
"not imputing their trespasses unto them."
Here again "the world" cannot mean "the
world of the ungodly," for their "trespasses"
are "imputed" to them, as the judgment of

the Great White Throne will yet show. But
II Corinthians 5:19 plainly teaches there is a
"world" which is "reconciled," reconciled
unto God because their trespasses ore not reck-
oned to their account, having been borne by
their Substitute. Who then are they? Only one
answer is fairly possible—the world of God's
people!

In like manner, the "world" in John 3:16
must, in the final analysis, refer to the world
of God's people. Must, we say, for there is no
other alternative solution. It cannot mean the
whole human race, for one-half of the race
was already in Hell when Christ came to earth.
It is unfair to insist that it means every hu-
man being now living, for every other passage
in the New Testament where God's love is
mentioned, limits it to His own people—search
and see! The objects of God's love in John 3:16
are precisely the some as the objects of Christ's
love in John 13:1: "Now before the Feast of
the Passover, when Jesus knew that his time
was come, that he should depart out of this
world unto the Father, having loved His own
which were in the world, He loved them unto
the end." We may admit that our interpreta-
tion of John 3:16 is no novel one invented by
us, but one almost uniformly given by the
Reformers and Puritans, and many others since
then.

It is strange, yet it is true, that many who
acknowledge the sovereign rule of God over
material things will cavil and quibble when we
insist that God is also sovereign in the spiritual
realm. But their quarrel is with God and not
with us. We have given Scripture in support of
everything advanced in these pages, and if
that will not satisfy our readers, it is idle for us
to seek to convince them. What we write now
is designed for those who do bow to the au-
thority of Holy Writ, and for their benefit we
propose to examine several other Scriptures
which have purposely been held for this chapter.

II PETER 3:9

Perhaps the one passage which has pre-
sented the greatest difficulty to those who
have seen that passage after passage in Holy
Writ plainly teaches the election of a limited
number unto salvation, is II Peter 3:9: "not
willing that any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance."

The first thing to be said upon the above
passage is that, like all other Scripture, it
must be understood and interpreted in the light
of its context. What we have quoted in the
preceding paragraph is only part of the verse,
and the last part of it at that! Surely it must
be allowed by all that the first half of the
verse needs to be taken into consideration. In
order to establish what these words are sup-
posed by many to mean, viz., that the words
"any" and "all" are to be received without
any qualification, it must be shown that the
context is referring to the whole human race!
If this cannot be shown, if there is no premise
to justify this, then the conclusion also must be
unwarranted. Let us then ponder the first part
of the verse.
"The Lord is not slack concerning his prom-

ise." Note "promise" in the singular number,
not "promises." What promise is in view? The
promise of salvation? Where, in all Scripture,
has God ever promised to save the whole hu-
man race!! Where indeed? No, the "promise"
here referred to, is not about salvation. What
then is it? The context tells us.

"Knowing this, first, that there shall come
in the last days scoffers, walking after their
own lusts, and saying, Where is the promise
of his coming?" (vv. 3, 41. The context then
refers to God's promise to send back His be-
loved Son. But many long centuries have passed
and this promise has not yet been fulfilled.
True, but long as the delay may seem to us,
the interval is short in the reckoning of God.
As the proof of this we are reminded, "But,
beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing,
that one day is with the Lord as a thousand
years, and a thousand years as one day" (v.
81. In God's reckoning of time, less than two
days have yet passed since He promised to
send back Christ.

But more, the delay in the Father's sending
back His beloved Son is not only due to no
"slackness" on His part, but it is also oc-
casioned by His "Iongsuffering." His longsuf-
fering to whom? The verse we are now con-
sidering tells us: "but is longsuffering to us-
ward." And who are the "usward"?—the hu-
man race, or God's own people? In the light
of the context this is not an open question
upon which each of us is free to form on
opinion. The Holy Spirit has defined it. The
opening verse of the chapter says, "This sec-
ond Epistle, beloved, I now write unto you."
And again, the verse immediately preceding
declares, "But, beloved, be not ignorant of this
one thing, etc." (v. 8). The "usward" then
are the "beloved" of God. They to whom this
Epistle is oddressed are "them that have ob-
tained (not "exercised," but "obtained" as
God's sovereign gift) like precious faith with
us through the righteousness of God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ" (II Peter 1:11). There-

A. W. PINK

fore we say there is no room for a doubt, a
quibble or on argument—the "usward" are the
elect of God.

Let us now quote the verse as a whole:
"The Lord is not slack concerning His prom-
ise, as some men count slackness; but is long-
suffering to usward, not willing that any should
perish, but that all should come to repent-
ance." Could anything be clearer? The "any"
that God is not willing should perish are the
"usward" to whom God is "Iongsuffering," the
"beloved" of the previous verses.- II Peter 3:9
means, then, that God will not send back His
Son until "the fulness of the Gentiles be come
in" (Rom. 11:251. God will not send back
Christ till that "people" whom He is now
"taking out of the Gentiles" (Acts 15:14)
are gathered in. God will not send back His
Son till the Body of Christ is complete, and that
will not be till the ones whom He has elected
to be saved in this dispensation shall have
been brought to Him. Thank God for His "long-
suffering to usward." Had Christ come back
twenty years ago the writer had been left be-
hind to perish in his sins. But that could not be,
so God graciously delayed the Second Coming.
For the same reason He is still delaying His
advent. His decreed purpose is that all His elect
will come to repentance, and repent they shall.
The present interval of grace will not end
until the lost of the "other sheep" of John
10:16 are safely folded—then will Christ re-
turn.

CAN THE SPIRIT BE RESISTED?

In expounding the sovereignty of God the
Spirit in Salvation we have shown that His
power is irresistible, that, by His gracious op-
erations upon and within them He "compels"
God's elect to come to Christ. The sovereignty
of the Holy Spirit is set forth not only in John
3:8 where we are told "The wind bloweth
where it pleaseth . . . so is every one that
is born of the Spirit," but is affirmed in other
passages as well. In I Cor. 12:11 we read
"But all these worketh that one and the self-
same Spirit, dividing to every man severally
as He will." And again, we read in Acts 16:6,
7: "Now when they had gone throughout
Phrygio and the region of Galatia, and were
forbidden of the Holy Spirit to preach the
Word in Asia. After they were come to Mysia,
they assayed to go to Bithynia: but the Spirit
suffered them not." Thus we see how the Holy
Spirit interposes His imperial will in opposition
to the determination of the apostles.

But, it is objected against the assertion that
the will and power of the Holy Spirit are irresis-
tible, that there are two passages, one in the
Old Testament and the other in the New,
which appear to militate against such o con-
clusion. God said of old "My Spirit shall not
always strive with man" (Gen. 6:3), and to
the Jews Stephen declared, "Ye stiffnecked
and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do al-
ways resist the Holy Spirit: as your fathers
did, so do ye. Which of the prophets have
not your fathers persecuted?" (Acts 7:5,1, 52).
If then the Jews "resisted" the Holy Spirit, how
can we say His power is irresistible? The an-
swer is found in Neh. 9:30, "Many years didst
thou forbear them, and testifiedst against them
by thy Spirit in thy prophets: yet would they
not give ear." It was the external operations
of the Spirit which Israel "resisted." It was
the Spirit speaking by and through the proph-
ets to which they "would not give ear." It was
not anything which the Holy Spirit mought
in them that they "resisted" but the motives

(Continued on page five)
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Distinctive Principles Of Baptists
By The Late J. M. Pendleton

Author of Church Manual. Christian Doctrines, etc.

1. BAPTISTS REGARD THE
BAPTISM OF UNCONSCIOUS
INFANTS AS UNSCRIPTURAL,
AND INSIST ON THE BAPTISM
OF BELIEVERS IN CHRIST,
AND OF BELIEVERS ALONE.

• • •

SECTION IX

The Historical Argument
Examined.

From the Word of God, Pedo-
baptists go to church history and
seek "aid and comfort" from its
records. What does church history
say of infant baptism? Much, I
admit; but there is no proof that
it was practised before the latter
part of the second century. The
proof is by no means conclusive
that it was practiced before the
third century. This the reader
will see as historical facts are
presented.
I quote from Wall of the

Church of England, whose His-
tory of Infant Baptism is in high
repute wherever the English lan-
guage is spoken. Referring, in
chapter 3, to .the well-known pas-
sage in Irenaeus, he says, "Since
this is the first express mention
that we have met with of infants
baptized, it is worth the while
to look back and consider h.a.w
near this man was to the apostles'
time." Irenaeus, according to
Wall's chronology, lived about the
year 167. It is well to give the
disputed passage. liere it is: "For
he (Christ) came to save all per-
sons by himself: all, I mean, who
by him are regenerated (or bap-
tized) unto God; infants, and little
ones, and children, and youths,
and elder persons. Therefore he
went through every age; for in-
fants being an infant, sanctifying
infants," etc.

It is needless to quote further,
for the controversey is about the
meaning of the word "regener-
ated." It will be observed that
Wall interpolates "baptized" as its
meaning. Renascor is the word
used in the Latin translation; for
the original Greek is lost. That
renascor means "born again" or
"regenerated" is beyond dispute;
nor is it necessary to deny that
the "Fathers," so called, some-
times used it as synonymous with
"baptized." Baptists, however,
deny that it has this meaning in
the passage under consideration,
and distinguished Pedobaptists
agree with them, as the following
quotations prove.

The learned Winer, speaking of
infant baptism, says, "Irenaeus
does not mention it, as has been
supposed." (Christian Review,
vol. 3, page 213).

Doddridge says, "We have only
a Latin translation of this work;
and some critics have supposed
this passage spurious, or, allowing
it to be genuine, it will not be
granted that to be regenerated al-
ways in his writings signifies
'baptized.'" (Miscellaneous
Works, page 493).

Pedobaptists must deeply feel
their need of something to sus-
tain their practice when they at-
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tempt to extort from Iraenaeus
testimony in favor of infant bap-
tism. He says nothing about bap-
tism in connection with infants.

Tertullian, who lived about the
year 200, is often referred to by
Pedobaptists as the first opponent
of infant baptism, but they argue
that his opposition proves the ex-
istence of the practice. It is by no
means certain that Tertullian re-
fers to the baptism of infants. The
term which he used, and which
Wall translates "little children,"
is parvulos. Irenaeus speaks of in-
fantes, parvulos. He makes a dis-
tinction between infantes and
parvulos. If Tertullian uses the
latter term as Irenaeus did, he
does not refer to the baptism of
unconscious infants, but to the
baptism of "little children." These
"little children" may have been
capable of exercising faith in
Christ. Whether they were or not
I do not undertake to decide. It
is true, however, that Tertullian,
owing to his peculiar views, ad-
vised a delay of baptism on the
part of certain classes of persons
who had reached mature years.
Having come down to the be-

ginning of the third century, may
I not say that if infant baptism
rests for its support on the prac-
tice of the first two centuries, it
rests on a foundation of sand? To
the end of two hundred years it
has no distinct historical recogni-
tion.

From Tertullian, Wall cames to
Origen, whom he represents as
living about the year 210. Origen
wrote in Greek, and his works in
the original were chiefly lost and
Latin translations remain. Wall
says "only the Latin translation."
However this may be, he tells us
that "upon the renewal of learn-
ing" nothing was admitted to be
Origen's except translations made
"into Latin either by St. Hierom
(same as 'Jerome) or Rufinus." He
accords fidelity to Hierom in his
translations, but says that "Ruf-
inus altered or left out anything
that he thought not orthodox." Nor
is this all; for these significant
words are added: "Whereas now
in these Translations of Rufinus
the reader is uncertain (as Eras-
mus angrily says) Whether he
reads Origen or Rufinus." (His-
tory of Infant Baptism, chapter 5).

Wall admits that Origen's
Homiles on Leviticus and his
Comments on the Epistle to the
Romans were translated by Ruf-
inus; and in these productions we
are supposed to have his strongest
testimony in favor of infant bap-
tism. In his eighth Homily he is
represented as saying, "Infants
also are, by the usag_e of the
church, baptized." In his com-
ments on Romans this language
is attributed to him: "The church
had from the apostles a tradition
(or order) to give baptism even to
infants." This is Wall's transla-
tion. He was very anxious to
transh•te the Latin term traditio
"erer." It seems, however, that

S c;ne misgiving, and
thereore word "order"
in br--_•1;(=t, 1_,,t it not be forgot-
ten that tl-e 1:- as.ation of these
portions of 0- gm's works was
made from Greek into Latin by
Rufinus, who "altered or left out
anything that he thought not or-
thodox."
Who knows, therefore — who

can ever know—whether Origen
wrote what is here ascribed to
him? What alterations were made
in his writings? Such as Rufinus,
in his orthodoxy, thought proper.
What things were "left out"?
Only those that Rufinus thought
ought to be left out! Erasmus, a
prodigy of learning in his day,
was uncertain whether he read
"Origen or Rufinus." But if Ori-
gen did say what Rufinus repre-
sents him as saying, what does it
amount to? Absolutely nothing
with those who recognize the
Word of God as the only rule of
faith and practice. The "usage of
the church" and "a tradition from
the apostles" are referred to as
authority for infant baptism;

there is no appeal to the Holy
Scriptures. Who but a Romanist
is willing to practice infant bap-
tism as a tradition, and not a di-
vine ordinance? Origen's testi-
mony is valuable to a Papist, en-
tirely worthless to a Protestant.

Leaving the "uncertain" writ-
ings of Origen, Wall conducts us
into the Council of Carthage, in
the year 253. This Council was
composed of sixty-six bishops, or
pastors, and Cyprian presided
over it. One of the questions sub-
mitted to its decision was whether
a child should be baptised before
it was eight days old. Fidus, who
presented the question, was in the
negative; and rightly too, if the
law of circumcision was to regu-
late the matter. The very fact that
such a question was sent to the
Council shows that infant bap-
tism was a new thing. Had it been
practiced from the days of the
apostles, the point whether a
child should be baptized before
the eighth day would have been
settled before A. D. 253.
The Council decided against the

delay of baptism, assigning this
weighty reason: "As far as in us
lies, no soul, if possible, is to be
lost." Here it will be seen that
the necessity of baptism, in order
to salvation, is recognized. In
this supposed necessity infant
baptism, doubtless, had its origin.
This will be clear when the testi-
mony of the great Neander is pre-
sented. The Council of Carthage
attempted to justify infant bap-
tism by referring to the fact that
when the son of the Shunammite
widow (II Kings 4) died, the
prophet Elisha so stretched him-
self on the child as to apply his
face to the child's face, his feet
to the child's feet, etc. By this,
said the Council, "spiritual equal-
ity is intimated" — that is, a child
is spiritually equal to a grown
person! A conclusive reason for
.infant baptism, truly! The cause
must be desperate, indeed, when
the decision of a Council that
could gravely advance such a con-
ceit as an argument is invoked to
sustain it.

It is not necessary to refer to
other of the so-called "Christian
Fathers," especially to Augustine,
as testifying in favor of infant
baptism; for Baptists do not deny
that infants were baptized from
the days of Cyprian. Augustine,
who died A. D. 430, refers to in-
fant baptism as an apostolic trad-
ition: apostolica traditio is the
phrase he employs. He meant, no
doubt, that it was handed down
from the apostles by tradition
that infants were to be baptized.
This implies the silence of the
New Testament on the subjectl
No one would say that it was
handed down by tradition that
believers are to be baptized.
Why? Because the baptism of be-
lievers is so clearly taught that
tradition is precluded. Not so as
to infant baptism; for here there
is room for tradition, because in
regard to this rite the Scriptures
are as silent as the grave. As to
Augustine himself, the tradition
to which he refers was not suf-
ficiently operative to secure his
baptism in infancy, though his
mother, Monica, was a pious
woman. He was not baptized till
thirty years of age.

It has been intimated that the
testimony of the great church his-
torian Neander is decisive as to
the origin of infant baptism in its
supposed necessity in order to
salvation. He says, "That not till
so late a period as (at least, cer-
tainly n:,t earlier than) Irenaeus
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Proverbs 22:1

Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven
is perfect. Matthew 5:48

Cast thy burden upon the Lord. Psalm 55:22

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. James 4:8

Even a child is known by his doings, whether his work be pure,
and whether it be right. Proverbs 20:11

Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy
God. Isaiah cre 

creature.

l r:1e0.

Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every 

u

Mark 16:15

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom. Proverbs 3:13

I can do all things through Christ

Judge not, that ye be not judged.

Keep thy heart with all diligence;

which strengtheneth me.
Philippians 4:13

Matthew 7:1

for out of it are the issues of life.
Proverbs 4:22

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be

acceptable-in thy sight, 0 Lord. Psalm 19:14

My times are in thy hand. Psalm 31:15

No man can serve two masters. Matthew 6:24

Oh that men would praise the Lord- for his goodness, and for his

wonderful works to the children of men! Psalm 107:8

Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.
I Thessalonians 5:21

Quench not the Spirit. I Thessalonians 5:19.

Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth.
Ecclesiastes 12:1

Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while

he is near. Isaiah 55:6

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on 
thee.

Isaiah 26:3

Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, 0 thou that dwellest in the heavens.
Psalm 123:1

Verily there is a reward for the righteous. Psalm 53:11

What doth the Lord require of thee, but to do justly, and to love

mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? Micah 6 2

Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain that build it.
Psalm 127:1

Lord: he- is their help and their

Psalm 115:11

daughters of Judah rejoiced be
97:8

—AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY

Ye that fear the Lord, trust in the

shield.

Zion heard, and was glad; and the

cause of thy judgments, 0 Lord.

a trace of infant baptism appears,

and that it first became recogn-

ized as an apostolic tradition in

the course of the third century, is

evidence rather against than for

the admission of its apostolic

origin; especially since, in the

spirit of the age when Christian-

ity appeared, there were many

elements which must have been
favorable to the introduction of

infant baptism — the same ele-

ments from which proceeded the

notion of the magical effects of

outward baptism, the notion of its

absolute necessity for salvation

the notion which gave rise to the

mythus (myth) that the apostles
baptized the Old Testament saints
in Hades. How very much must
infant baptism have coresponded
with such a tendency if it had
been f avor ed by tradition!"
Planting and Training of the
Church, page 102).

Wall in the second part of his
History, chapter 6, referring to
the "ancient Fathers," says, "They
differ concerning the future state
of the infants dying unbaptized;
but all agreed that they missed of
Heaven."

In view of this testimony of two
Pedobaptists of great celebrity,
who does not see that infant bap-
tism originated from its supposed
inseparable connection with sal-
vation? A deplorable misconcep-
tion of the truth, of the gospel
gave it birth, while misapvre-
hension of the teachings of the
New Testament prolongs its in-
jurious e•,,igtence The "his•torical
argument" for infant baptism af-
fords very little "aid and com-
fort" to Pedobaptists. But sup-
pose it were a thousand t. mc:s
stronger; suppose every writer
from the death of the last apostle
had expressed himself in favor of
it; even.then it would be nothing
less than an act of will-worship
while the Scriptures are silent
concerning it. The perplexing
question, "Who hath required this
at your hands?" should confound
its advocates. "The Bible, the
Bible alone," said Chillingworth,
"is the religion of Protestants."
Arguments from antiquity, to be
available, must penetrate the an-
tiquity of the • apostolic age and
rest on the teachings of the New
Testament. All other arguments
are worthless.

When He Comes
A gentleman visiting a 

certain

school gave out that . he would

give a prize to the pupil 
whose

desk he found in the best order

when he returned. -

"But when will you return?”
some of them asked.

"That I cannot tell," was 
the

answer.
A little girl who had been noted

for her disorderly habits
nounced that she meant to Will

the prize.

"You!" her schoolmates 'jeered;

"why, your desk is always cot

of order."

"Oh, but I mean to clean it

first every week."

"But suppose he should collie

at the end of the week?" someone

asked.

• "Then I
morning."

"But he may come at the
of the day."

For a moment the little 0,1,
was silent. "I know what I'll do,

she said decidedly, "I'll just keeP

it clean."

So it must be With the Lord's
servants who would be readY

to receive the prize at His coro:
ing. It may be at midnight.

cock-crowing or in the morning.
The exhortation is not, "Get Ye

ready," but "Be ye ready."

—iviattle ivi. Botoler

will clean it everY

end

" • Imitotion"
The levey nai'nting was a

drous view:

Fluffy, white clouds in a settilig

of blue,

Brilliant orange, yellow, a tint

of red, and a few

Shaded rainbow colors, pink, lav"
ender, green, and blue;

The colors blending like drifttivg

sand,

As blue-grey  twilight touched the
land.

A beautiful' picture copied "

man,

Of a sunset, painted by
MASTER'S BAND.

won-

the

—Evelyn Ellis ThoMPs°13.
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The Editor of An ABA Paper
Denies Gods Foreknowledge
In the April 19 issue of THE

EXAMINER, on page 3, we made
this statement:

"And we say that any man who
agrees with the Arminian notions
must, if logical, come to a denial
at the foreknowledge of God."
Previously in the same article

We referred to the fact that the
Ilien who followed after Arminius
soon were led to deny fore-
knowledge, and we quoted the
statement of Simon Episcopius
that "The doctrine of prescience
(foreknowledge) seems to be in-
Vented only to vex and cruciate
Poor mortal men."
But we need no longer quote

'nen such as Episcopius to show
that Arminianism, if followed to
its inevitable conclusion, will lead
to a denial of the foreknowledge
°f God. We have a living example,
11,,,arriely, Albert Garner, editor of
IRE BAPTIST ANCHOR, a pa-
Per Published by men affiliated
With the American Baptist Asso-
ciation. Evidently Mr. Garner rec-
agnizes the futility of the doctrine

foreknowledge to the notions
lie holds. So to avoid having to
ve up his Arminian notions, Mr.

,,,`/Larrier rejects foreknowledge.
tqotice these statements quoted
Lcqn the April 25 issue of the
'‘NCHOR:
;To hold that God 'foreknew

rything by detail in eternity
;hat should, might happen in time'

a presumptuous concept of fa-
tal fallacy."
:IVIan has a depraved tendency

Pride to think that he is so
Portant that God thought about

the day he would be con-
'eived, born, cry the first time,
g.sa to school the first day, marry,
• cl die. Such a concept is brash

tresumption. That God COULDti AVE DONE SUCH none should
; enY. That God DID DO SUCH
2 taught only by heretics and
‘eri unlettered in the Word of
°&" (The 'emphasis is Mr. Gar-kieros).

Another statement of Mr. Gar-
ter is as follows: "In this elec-

turn?" 11°,11 of the Triune God in eter-

eu,, it was Triunely decreed that
frs ci should have a part to per-

ll and man should have a part
as the

noted
3. an-

o Will

eerecl;
7s Oilt

ran it

cone
meone

every

Le end

e gi

11 do,

t keeP

Lord's
reaclY
; corn-
;ht. nt
)rnirig'
;et Ye

30teler

ton-

sett"ig

tinti1161

10)- I
tie; ,1

:rifting

,eel the

ed "

the

33ps0r1.

to perform in saving men from
eternal consequences of sin."
These are not the words of

Episcopius, Corvinus, Grevincho-
vius or some other Arminian of
days gone by; no, these are the
words of a man who calls himself
a Baptist, is the editor of a paper
that calls itself Baptist, and is
affiliated with a supposedly Bap-
tist group.
So here is a living example of

one who sees the futility of the
doctrine of foreknowledge to Ar-
minianism, and thus rejects such
an idea. Here is a man who rec-
ognizes the fact that any admis-
sion of God's absolute knowledge
of all things future is a doctrine
that makes havoc of Arminian
ideas. Though we utterly abhor
the doctrine of Mr. Garner, we
offer him our congratulations
that he is capable of seeing the
futility of foreknowledge to Ar-
minian doctrines. We regret that
he has turned to infidelity to pre-
serve his views, but we neverthe-
less are happy that there is at
least one man in the Arminian
camp who knows better than to
admit foreknowledge.
What does an admission of fore-

knowledge do to Arminianism?
First, it reveals the foolishness of
saying that God is trying to save
all men without an exception. For
if God knows ahead of time that
certain ones would not be saved,
then it is silly to tell it on God
that He is trying to undo what He
knew would be.
Secondly, it reveals the foolish-

ness of universal redemption.
Why should God punish Christ
for the sins of those whom He
foreknew would never be saved?

Thirdly, it reveals the foolish-
ness of the Arminian notion that
God does not want any one to go
to Hell. If He doesn't want any
one to go to Hell, why does He
create people whom He foreknows
will go to Hell?
Well, we could go on showing

how foreknowledge does away
with silly Arminian notions. But
these few are enough to expose
the heretical system. Now to cling
to this system, Mr. Garrner denies
that God foreknew all things. Of
course, if God didn't foreknow that

He Who Is My All
Most precious is His Son to me.
He, Who is my All.

Whom only the eyes of faith can
see,

And that, only a small
Part of His Mighty Glory is seen;
But, 0, such fullness there

That shows us His mighty Victory
That delivers from every care!

The power of the Blood that was
shed for me,

Doesn't stop at Calvary,
But continues throughout Eter-

nity,
Thru' Him, Who is my All!

—One of His very own
All because of Him!

a number of men would not be
saved, then there would be no con-
tradiction in teaching that God is
trying to save all men. And the
same can be said as to other doc-
trines. But to teach such a notion
about God is nothing more than
infidelity. Such a god is the god
imagined in the depraved mind
of man. Such a god is simply an
idol.
We hope that other Arminians

will see the futility of foreknowl-
edge to their doctrines, and will
either cast side their heresies else
quit talking about forseen faith,
etc. Foreknowledge is an attri-
bute of the God of sovereignty,
not of the weak, helpless, disap-
pointed god of the Arminians.

—BLR.

Safety First

(Continued from page one)
text.

3. Believers are not under the
law.

Let us go again "to the law and
to the testimony."
"For sin shall not have domi-

nion over you; for ye are not un-
der the law, but under grace."
Rom. 6:14.

"For until the law sin was in
the world; but sin is not imputed
when there is no law." Rom. 5:13.

"Blessed are they whose iniqui-
ties are forgiven, and whose sins
are covered. Blessed is the man
to whom the Lord will not im-
pute sin." Rom. 4:7-8.

Difficulties and Objections . . . Cleared Away
op" (Continued from page three)
th ented to them by the inspired messages of
toe Prophets. Perhaps it will help the reader
m catch our thought better if we compare
111°4. 1 1:20-24: "Then began he to upbraid
w e cities wherein most of His mighty works
ti
ere

done, because they repented not. Woe
tint° thee Chorozin," etc. Our Lord here pro-
to°1-Inces woe upon these cities for their failure
(rri,rePent because of the "mighty works"

Iracles) which He had done in their sight,
ita not because of any internal operations of
,Is 9race7 The some is true of Gen. 6:3. By
:teraParing 1 Peter 3:18-20 it will be seen that

i‘.vcIs by and through Noah that God's Spirit
t.s.i.c)ve" with the antediluvians. The distinc-
Alea noted above was ably summarized by

r-
,rldrew Fuller (another writer long deceased
th 111 whom our moderns might learn much)
%Zs: There are two kinds of influences by
ti.,"ich God works on the minds of men. First,

wh.ch is common, and which is effected
ti.Yi the ordinary use of motives presented to
whe. olind for consideration: Secondly, that
t'ich is special and supernatural. The one
tb
e 
ntclins nothing mysterious, anymore than

,c)th klfluence of our words and actions on each
er: the other is such a mystery that we

nothing of it but by its effects—The
,rhaller ought to be effectual; the latter is so."
r,.lee work of the Holy Spirit upon or towards
Ivithrl. is always "resisted" by them; His woik
S,r.'" is always successful. What saith the
o 'Mures? This: "He which hath begun a

work IN you, will finish it" (Phil. 1 :6) .

THE GOSPEL—WHY'PREACH IT?
Tfle next question to be considered is: Why

ih.ecich the Gospel to every creature? If God
bee Father has predestined only a limited num-

t° be saved, if God the Son died to effect
the
 

salvation of only those given to Him by
k Father, and if God the Spirit is seeking
the quicken none save God's elect, then what is

se of giving the Gospel to the world at
and where is the propriety of telling

tbo-liers that "Whosoever believeth in Christ
°at Perish but have everlasting life"?sho Irst, it is of great importance that we

uponbe.clear rpon the nature of the Gospel

itself. The Gospel is God's good news concern-
ing Christ and not concerning sinners: "Paul
a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apos-
tle, separated unto the Gospel of God .. . con-
cerning His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord" (Rom.
1:1, 3). God would have proclaimed far and
wide the amazing fact that His own blessed
Son "became obedient unto death, even the
death of the cross." A universal testimony must
be borne to the matchless worth of the person
and work of Christ. Note the word "witness"
in Mott. 22:14. The Gospel is God's "witness"
unto the perfection of His Son. Mark the words
of the apostle: "For we are unto God a sweet
savor of Christ, in them that are saved, and
in them that perish (II Cor. 2:15) !

Concerning the character and contents of
the Gospel, the utmost confusion prevails to-
day. The Gospel is not an "offer" to be ban-
died around by evangelical peddlers. The Gos-
pel is no mere invitation but a proclamation, a
proclamation concerning Christ; true whether
men believe it or not. No man is asked to be-
lieve that Christ died for him in particular. The
Gospel, in brief, is this: Christ died for sinners,
you are a sinner, believe in Christ, and you
shall be saved. In the Gospel, God simply an-
nounces the terms upon which men may be
saved (namely, repentance .and faith) and, in-
discriminately, all are commanded to fulfill
them.

Second, repentance and remission of sins
ore to be preached in the name of the Lord
Jesus "unto all the nations" (Luke 24:47),
because God's elect are "scattered abroad"
(John 11:52) among all nations, and it is by
the preaching and hearing of the Gospel that
they are called out of the world. The Gospel
is the means which God uses in the saving of
His own chosen ones. By nature God's elect are
children of wrath "even as others"; they are
lost sinners needing a Saviour, and apart from
Christ there is no salvation for them. Hence,
the Gospel must be believed by them before
they can rejoice in the knowledge of sins for-
given. The Gospel is God's winnowing fan: it
separates the chaff from the wheat, and gathers
the latter into His garner.

 ••••••••••••••

"God was in Christ, reconciling

the world unto himself, not im-
puting their trespasses unto
them," etc. 2 Cor. 5:19.

No wonder Paul's exultant cry

of faith and hope:
"Who shall lay anything to the

charge of God's elect? It is God

that justifieth. Who is he that
condemneth? It 'is Christ that

died, yea, rather that is risen
again, who is even now at the

right hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for us." Rom.

8 :33-34.
Can anything be made stronger

or plainer? Do these Scriptures
need comment? The Christian is
not under the law, but under
grace. Sin is not imputed where
there is no law. Jesus Christ has
become our substitute—
"He bare our sin in his own

body on the tree." I Peter 2:24.
"The Lord hath laid on him the

iniquity of us all."
"With his stripes we are heal-

ed."—Isa. 53.
How encouraging, how

strengthening, how comforting,
how glorious are these Scriptures!
But should they make us careless,
or reckless or foolish? Nay, verily.
Hear Paul on this point:
"What then? Shall we sin, be-

cause we are not under the law,
but under grace? God forbid."
Rom. 6:15.
Let us now examine this sub-

ject of the believer's security
from another line of thought:

4. The Scriptures teach that
God is the author and finisher of
the believer's salvation.

Mark several plain passages on
this point:
"Being confident of this very

thing, that he which hath begun a
good work in you will perform it
unto the day of Jesus Christ."
Phil. 1:6.
"Looking unto Jesus the author

and finisher of our faith." Heb.
12:2.
"He became the author of eter-

nal salvation." Heb. 5:9.
"That in everything ye are en-

riched by him, in all utterance
and in all knowledge; even as the
testimony of Christ was confirm-
ed in you; so that ye come behind
in no gift, waiting for the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ: who
shall also confirm you unto the
end, that ye may be blameless in
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ."
I Cor. 1:5-8.

I give on this point one more
passage:

"For by grace are ye saved
through faith: and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God."
Eph. 2:8.

Salvation is wholly of God. He
is the "author" and "finisher." He
"began and will finish." Even the
faith is his gift. It is absolutely
unthinkable, inconceivable —that
God who knoweth man today,
what he will be tomorrow and in
all the future, would give him
faith to believe, .would begin in
him a good work and then leave
it unfinished. Begin and leave off
as if he did not know his own
mind. Begin and leave off as if
he were not the unchangeable
God. Begin and leave off as if he
were playing the child. Playing
with the question of salvation;
playing with the eternal souls of
men; playing with heaven and.
hell; playing with eternity. No,
no, no! Brethren and sisters, we
cannot even imagine such a
thing. Behind God's beginning in
the salvation of a sinner, are his
eternal purpose and promise. He
will finish.

GOD KEEPS

But see now another point in
my text.

5. Christians do not keep them-
selves. God keeps them.

Here what the Book says:
"My sheep hear my voice, and.

I know them, and they follow me,
and I give unto them eternal life,
and they shall never perish: nei-
ther shall any man pluck them
out of my hand. My Father which
gave them me is greater than all,
and no man is able to pluck them
out of my Father's hand." Jno.
10:27-29.

Christians are here declared to
be in the hands of Christ the Son,
and also in the hands of God the
Father. And that no man is able
to pluck them out of their hands.
But says the poor trembling,

untaught Christian, "May not God
himself cast them out?"
Hear Christ's words:
"All that the Father giveth me

shall come to me: and him that
cometh to me I will in no wise
cast out." John 6:37.

Christ plainly declares that he
will not cast them out.
I want you now to note some

other passages bearing on this
(Continued on page 6, column 1)

Third, it is to be noted that God has other
purposes in the preaching of the Gospel than
the salvation of His own elect. The world exists
for the elect's sake yet others have the benefit
of it. So the Word is preached for the elect's
sake yet others have the benefit of an external
call. The sun shines though blind men see it
not. The rain falls upon rocky mountains and
waste deserts as well as on the fruitful val-
leys; so also, God suffers the Gospel to fall
on the ears of the non-elect. The power of the
Gospel is one of God's agencies for holding in
check the wickedness of the world. Many who
are never saved by it are reformed, their lusts
are bridled, and they are restrained from be-
coming worse. Moreover, the preaching of the
Gospel to the non-elect is made an admirable
test of their characters. It exhibits the invet-
eracy of their sin: it demonstrates that *heir
hearts are at enmity against God: it justifies
the declaration of Christ that "men loved
darkness rather than light, because their deeds
were evil" (John 3:19).

finally, it is sufficient for us to know that
we are bidden to preach the Gospel to every
creature. It is not for us to reason about the
consistency between this and the fact that "few
are chosen." It is for us to obey. It is o simple
matter to ask questions relating to the ways
of God which no finite mind can fufiy fathom.
We, too, might turn and remind the objector
that our Lord declared, "Verily, I say unto
you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons
of men, and blasphemies wherewith soever
they shall blaspheme. But he that\shall blas-
pheme against the Holy Spirit hoth never for-
giveness" (Mork 3:28, 291, and there can be
no doubt whatever but that certain of the
Jews were guilty of this very sin (see Matt.
12:24, etc.) and hence their destruction was
inevitable. Yet, notwithstanding, scarcely two
months later, He commanded His disciples to
preach the Gospel to every creature. When the
objector can show us the- consistency of these
two things—the fact that certain of the Jews
had committed the sin for which there is never
forgiveness, and the fact that to them the Gos-
pel was to be preached—we will undertake
to furnish a more satisfactory solution than the
one given above to the harmony between a
universal proclamation of the Gospel and a
limitation of its saving power to those only

that God has predestined to be conformed
to the image of His Son.

Once more, we say, it is not for us to reason
about the Gospel; it is our business to preach it.
When God ordered Abraham to offer up his
son as a burnt-offering, he might have objected
that this command was inconsistent with His
promise, "In Isaac shall thy seed be called."
But instead of arguing he obeyed, and left
God to harmonize His promise and His precept.
Jeremiah might have argued that God had
bade him to do that which was altogether
unreasonable when He said "Therefore thou
shalt speak all these words unto them; but
they will not hearken to thee; thou shalt also
call unto them; but they will not answer thee"
(Jer. 7:27), but instead, the prophet obeyed.
Ezekiel, too, might have complained that the
Lord was asking of him a hard thing when
He said, "Son of man, go, get thee unto the
house of Israel, and speak with my words unto
them. For thou art not sent to a people of a
strange speech and of an hard language, but
to the house of Israel; Not to many people of
a strange speech and of a hard language,
whose .words thou canst not understand. Sure-
ly, had I sent thee to them, they would have
hearkened unto thee. But the house of Israel
will not hearken unto thee; for they will not
hearken unto me; for all the house of Israel
ore impudent and hard hearted" (Ezek. 3:
4-7).
"But, 0 my soul, if truth so bright
Should dazzle and confound thy sight,
Yet still His written Word obey,
And wait the great decisive day."—Watts.

It has been well said, "The Gospel has lost
none of its ancient power. It is, as much today
as when it was first preached, 'the power of
God unto salvation.' It needs no pity, no help,
and no handmaid. It can overcome all ob-
stacles, and break down all barriers. No human
device need be tried to prepare the sinner to
receive it, for if God has Sent it no power can
hinder it; and if He has not sent it, no power

can make it effectual." (Bullinger).

The foregoing article composes the main

body of chapter eleven of Pink's great book,
THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD, 320 pages,
$3.00. This book should be read by every
lover of God. It may be had from our book
shop.—Editors.
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TO THE TRINITY

By Augustus Toplady

Glorious union, God unsought;
Three in name and one in thought,

All thy works thy goodness show,
Centre of perfection thou!

Praise we, with uplifted eyes,
Him that dwells above the skies:

God who reigns on Sion's hill,
Made redeem'd and keeps us still.

Join th' angelic hosts above
Praise the Father's matchless love,

Who for us His Son hath giv'n,
Sent Him to regain our heav'n.

Glory to the Saviour's grace,
Help of Adam's helpless race;

Who, for our transgressions slain,
Make us one with God again.

Next the Holy Ghost we bless;
He makes known and seals our peace,

Us He cleanses and makes whole,
Quickens ev'ry dying soul.

Holy, blessed, glorious Three,
One from all eternity,

Makes us vessels of thy grace,
Ever running o'er with praise.

Thee we laud with grateful song,
Sever'd from the guilty throng,

Ransom'd by the Son who died,
By the Spirit sanctified.

All the persons join to raise
Sinners to a state of grace;

All unite their bliss t' insure,
In the glorious work concur.

0 that we His love might taste!
Bless us, and we shall be blest,

Cleanse us, Lord, from sin's abuse,
Fit us for the Master's use!

In our hearts, thy temples dwell;
With the hope of glory fill:

Be on earth our guest divine,
Then let heav'n make us thine.

Safety First

• (Continued from page five)
point, that God keeps the be-
liever:

"Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy
hath begotten us again unto a
lively hope by the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, to an
inheritance incorruptible, and un-
defiled, and that fadeth not away,
reserved in heaven for you, who
are kept by the power of God,
through faith unto salvation
ready to be revealed in the last
time. Wherein ye greatly rejoice,
though now for a season if need
be, ye are in heaviness through
manifold temptations." — I Peter
1:3-6.

I do not see how it could have
been possible for even an Omnis-
cient Spirit to have used language
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plainer and stronger than this 0
child of God, note carefuly just
what this Scripture does say: God
"hath begotten us again," and
begotten us unto a "lively hope."
Not a dead, comfortless hope,

but a living, breathing, soul-in-
spiring hope. Begotten us again:
"To an inheritance incorrup-

tible and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away."

An inheritance that cannot of
itself be destroyed and shall never
fade away. And then to make the
matter more secure, this inherit-
ance is not put into the Chris-
tian's hand, where he may spend
it "in riotous living," where he
may sell it for a "mess of pot-
tage," where he may throw it
away for "30 pieces of silver,"
where he may cast it away from
some transient worldly pleasure,
or where he may lose it on ac-
count of some desperate sin. Note
what is said:
"An inheritance, etc., reserved

in heaven for you."
Blessed fact — God keeps it for

us. This glorious inheritance is
reserved in heaven for the Chris-
tian during the years of his mi-
nority. (Gal. 5:1-6, will explain
this time of minority). It is not
in his possession. By no possible
means can he lose it, or give it
avTiay, or throw it away. "Reserv-
ed in Heaven for you" where evil
men and devils cannot go.
But some yet doubting will say:

"Yes, the inheritance is all right,
but what about the Christian, the
inheritor, the heir?" 0 troubled
brother, hear all the passage.
Hear and be convinced and com-
forted:
"Begotten us again to a lively

hope, to an inheritance, etc., etc.,
reserved in heaven for you, who
are kept by the power of God
through faith unto salvation,
ready to be revealed in the last
time."

Here it again—

"Reserved in heaven for you
who are kept by the power of
God."
Kept, Kept. Not by ourselves.

Not by our holding out. Not by
our own power. Not by the
church. Kept by the power of
God. The remaining part of the
passage comes in so appropriate-
ly:
"Wherein we greatly rejoice,

though now for season, if need
be, ye are in heaviness through
manifold temptations."
Wherein ye greatly rejoice. Yea,

why not? The season of tempta-
tions and heaviness will not be
long. Look up, 0 Christian. See
the work of thy God and they
Saviour. Be not fearful, but be-
lieving.
But I give still other Scriptures

on this point that God keeps the
Christians. Hear them:
"For I know whom I have be-

lieved, and am persuaded that he
is able to keep that which I have
committed unto him against that
day." 2 Tim. 1:12.
Yea beloved, God is able and

will keep. "Will keep against that
day." That day of all days —sure-
ly he can keep on easier days.
Hear Paul yet again:
"Who shall separate us from the

love of Christ? Shall tribulation,
or distress, or persecution, or fam-
ine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? etc. etc. Nay in all these
things we are more than con-
querors through him that loved
us. For I am persuaded that
neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers,
nor things present, nor things to
come, nor height, nor depth, nor
any other creature, shall be able
to separate us from the love of
God which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord." Rom. 8:35-39.

This glorious declaration from
the great Apostle to the Gentiles
needs no comment. Take it
brethren and sisters. I lay it on
your hearts. Believe it and let it
cheer and sustain you.

The sons of God came up to
worship. The devil came with
them, and the Lord said unto Sat-
an:

"Hast thou considered my ser-
vant Job, that there is none like
him in all the earth, etc., etc.
Satan answered the Lord and
said: Doth Job fear God for
nought? Hast thou not made a
hedge about him, and about his
house, and about all that he hath
on every side." Job 1:6-10.
Yes, beloved, God keeps his

children.

GOD HOLDS OUT

Some years ago I was in a cer-
tain town in this state. We held
several services. God was with us.
One morning as we approached
the meeting house, -my attention
was called to a man standing near
the door. "Do you see that man?
He is the worst man in this en-
tire country. He is immoral, a
gambler, a horse racer, an infidel.
He has not been inside a church
for fifteen years. We held our
service. God was in it. This man,
as he stated that night in his ex-
perience, was converted during
the service. That night to the
amazement of the congregation he
came forward to unite with the
church. All in the house whis-
pered, and even some audible re-
marks were made. "What does
that mean?" "Is he going to join
the church?" "He can't hold out."
"He won't hold out a week." He
heard what was said. Some years
or more after that I preached
again in that same town. After
the service a man came up to me
and said, "Do you know me?" I
knew • him. He said, "Do you re-
member what they said about me
the night I joined the church?
They were right. They told the
truth about me (there were great
tears in his eyes). I didn't hold
out. I soon failed. But God held
out. He has never turned me
loose. I know he saves."

Never will I forget the impres-
sion made 6n my mind by the
quiet declaration made by the
man that night. God had proven
faithful. This, Christian people, is
the whole secret. God holds out.
God keeps his people.

CHRIST PRAYS

I get great confidence and great
comfort from another point in my
text:

6. Christ prayed and yet prays
for his people.
Hear what the Bible says on

Quotes fromGeo.Whitefield
From "The Banner of Truth"

(Extracts from Whitefield's last
sermon before his death.)

"As God can send a nation or
people no greater blessing than
to give them faithful, sincere, and
upright ministers, so the greatest
curse that God can possibly send
upon a people in this world, is
to give them over to blind, un-
regenerate, carnal, lukewarm, and
unskilful guides."
"We cry out against popery,

and that very justly; but we are
all Papists; at least, I am sure,
we are all Arminians by nature;
and, therefore, no wonder so
many natural men embrace that
scheme."

"God the Father and God the
Son entered into a covenant con-
cerning the salvation of the elect
from all eternity, wherein God
the Father promised, that, if the
Son would offer His soul a sacri-
fice for sin, He should see His
seed. God, as a reward of Christ's
sufferings, promised to give the
elect faith and repentance: and
both these, and' every thing else
necessary for their everlasting
happiness, are infallibly secured
to them in this promise Would
to God this point of doctrine
was considered more, and people
were more studious of the cove-
nant of redemption between the
Father and the Son! we should
not then have so much disputing
against the doctrine of election.
For my own part, I cannot see
how true humbleness of mind can
be attained without a knowledge
of it; and though I will not say,
that every one who denies elec-
tion is a bad man, yet I will say,
it is a very bad sign . . • redemp-
tion is so ordered, that no flesh

should glory in the Divine pres-

ence; and hence it is, that the

pride of man opposes this doc-

trine, because, according to th'g
doctrine, and no other, 'he that

glories, must glory only in the
Lord.'"
"One reason among manY

others why I admire the doctrine
of election, and am convinces

that it should have a place in 3
gospel ministry is that it has a
natural tendency to arouse the

soul out of its carnal security, and
therefore many carnal men crY
out against it: whereas universal
redemption is a notion sadlY
adapted to keep the soul in it!
lethargic sleepy condition, and

therefore so many natural mell
admire and applaud it."

"It is the doctrine of election
that mostly presses me to abound
in good works. I am made willing
to suffer all things for the elect 'S
sake. This makes me preach with
comfort, because I know salva"
tion doth not depend on man's
free-will, but the Lord makes
them willing in the day of his
power, and can make use of me
to bring some of his elect borne,
when and where he pleases." -
"I go; I go to a rest prepared;

my sun has given light to manY;
but now it is about to set—no, te
rise to the zenith of immortal

glory . . . many have outlived rile
on earth, but they cannot outlive

me in Heaven. Many shall outlive
me on earth and live when this

body is no more, but there—eh,
thought divine!—I shall be in 3
world where time, age, sickness,

and sorrow are unknown. PAY
body fails, but my spirit expands'
How willingly would I live for"
ever to preach Christ. But I die
to be with Him . . ."

that subject:
"Father, I thank thee that thou

hast heard me.
"And I knew that thou hearest

me always." John 11:41-42.
0, the confidence of the Son in

the Father. "I knew that thou
hearest me always." Now breth-
ren, note for whom Jesus prays:
"Holy Father, keep through

thine own name those whom thou
hasi given me." John 17:11.
"Neither pray I for these alone,

but for them also which shall be-
lieve on me through their word."
John 17:20,

Fellow Chrisian, that means
you and me. That embraces every
poor sinner who shall ever be-
come a believer. The Father
hears Jesus always. Jesus prays
for all his people. Listen again:
"Simon, behold Satan hath de-

sired to have you that he may
sift you as wheat but I have
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prayed for thee that thy faith fail
not." Luke 22:31-32.
I have told you about Satan

wanting Job, but found that God

had hedged him all about. NOW
he wants Simon Peter — as he
jamnotns :us all — but Jesus said t°

"I have Prayed for thee that

thy faith fail not."
But the most consoling of all

the Scriptures that bear upoil
this point, is this one which is 3
part of my text:

"Wherefore he is able to save

them to the uttermost that cotrle

unto God by him, seeing he ever
liveth to make intercession fr)f
them." Heb. 7:25.

While you and I are every rlaY
surrounded by grievous tempta"
tions, worried by sins, vexed loY
the devil, many a time stumbling'

many a time passing through 3
great sorrow and tribulations,

many a time fighting hard bat'

ties, he is not for one moment for-

getful of us. He is all this time a'
the right hand of the Father mak-
ing intercession for us. He ever
liveth — he ever maketk interces-

sion. Will Jesus fail? Would Ile
pray for an impossibility? He saYS

the Father always, hears him.

THE SPIRIT SEALS

Now see still another line of

Scripture teaching:
7. They declare that the Ifelf

Spirit seals the believer unto re"
demption.

Againuthe 
word 
ordfa obeseecho ydo: u t o nwe ote

"Grieve not the Holy Spirit a

God, Whereby ye are sealed WI
the day of redemption." Eph. 4

30
.

When does this sealing take

place? After death, just before,

death, or as soon as fnan belie'es•

This is an important question.

Again I beseeCh you, hear the

word:

"In whom ye- also trusted, 
after

that ye heard the word of truth,

the gospel of your salvation,

whom also after that ye believed,

ye - were sealed with that 11°11
Spirit of promise, which is th.ei

earnest of our inheritance l-latiA
the redemption of the purchase'

possession unto the praise of his

glory." Eph. 1:13-14.

These Scriptures seem to be 1.1

mistakeable. Just as soon as the

it)

sinner trusts Christ believes

in him, the Holy Spirit seals

(Continued on page 7, column 
hit°

tiCont 
forever.
clared t
inherita
taent. y
4re to g

TW

Christ
4'id fin(
Of hope
8. Bel

heirs of
Christ.
Let u

s,a37; an
Listen:
"For

Blunt C
bot ye

°At ado]
Abba
b
earetn

tlat we
1.f

Of 
God

Christ.

Beforl
Other rb.‘

Iless of
seat for

mac
eezi ti

th
'1°Ptioi

are sonsof his

'g, Abl
Z.4 nO r
Z'd if a
Q̀r°14gh
Sons

Of 

Go(

ear mE
Zently.
eti so
la,te t

of 
f 

Ciren 
by

4 0,
4rstanc

thS t(
; chi]

Ills? If
lily

0-s
• 

, then
b

h019 Et
Nte.
to .
'11S

tht
01:°e• If

Chri

-10
it _ .tos

O 

;
would

11"de u;
‘'ith his

°ved, tII:9. or

t,,4ee ari
1̀‘. Let

h T. here
"Suit in
149. Jel

six
3:2krid

This
r

ka ̀4 ofOr
Of 

their

11.1e
' 'AndEttls.„

4W113'

I th

fz..1‘or
c'ttl th,
Who z

14°}11•111g o
° trhes
e a

4 „say
.Kae,

'44ta



arislian iota is no subsfilule for the Gi-irisflan walk. PAGE SEVENMAY 17, 1958

7, 1950 Safety First

eid 
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 Continued from page six)
ever. This sealing is here de-

clared to be "the earnest of our
inheritance." The first install-
41ent. Yea, positive proof that we
are to get it all.
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Christians, follow me further,
3nd find yet another strong basis
cl hope on this subject.
• 8. Believers are declared to be
"irs of God and joint heirs with
Christ.
Let us see what the Bible does

s,aY; and try to get its meaning.
Listen:
„ "For ye have not received the
pirit of bondage again to fear;
u,.ut Ye have received the Spirit

adoption, whereby we cry,
1,4131Da, Father. The Spirit himself
ueareth witness with our spirit
tqat we are the children of God,
arid if children, then heirs; heirs
°f God and joint heirs with
Christ.

before commenting hear an-
„411er passage: "But when the full-
"ess of the time was come, God
sent forth his Son, made of worn-
421, made under the law, to re-
l'eern them that were under the

that we might receive the
: 1̀°Ption of sons, and because ye
're sons, God sent forth the Spirit
(1,f his Son into your hearts, cry:

11118, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou
no more a servant, but a son;

Zid if a son, then an heir of God
• flugh Christ." Gal. 4:4-7.
„‘bons.” "Sons of God." "Heirs

God." "Joint heirs with
FiLirist." Brethren and sisters,

me. I am sure I speak rev-
jenny. If Christ's title is good,

SO is that of the believer.
,4°,te this fact: Believers are not
tillY the adopted sons and daugh-
s1' of God, but they are his Chil-
.11 by birth as well. Born of the

finrit. The Bible in great mercy
r our weakness, our lack of un-

t'erstanding, brings these great
t• hs to us in many ways. Adopt-
children, and children by

„til• Will the Father disinherit
s If we had been taken into his
:41itlY because of -some merit in

os, then he might. But Christ, his
v,,Wi.,r1 beloved Son, brought the
z,,,.°1e thing about. It was for his
to'l_e• While Christ remains true
t,iffs younger brethren and sis-

there will be no disinherit-
If this thing fails, then God

• Christ will have to fail. It
ld indeed be our misfortune,

it ▪ 1. loss, our condemnation, but
ahviould be God's failure. Without

thing to commend us, he
\e.e us his heirs and joint heirs
1(1"n his Son. I am persuaded, be-

that there will be no fail-
1.1e' Omniscience and Omnipot-
e are back of the whole mat-
Let us take courage.

1 PROTESTANT
.. PERSECUTION OF
5APTISTS IN EARLY

AMERICA

JESUS SAVES

Ilere is still one more glorious
',111t in my text. Hear it:

lls'• Jesus saves believers from•,sir sins.
4,:.2kIld thou shalt call his name
Di°14: for he shall save his pee-

their sins."
q0:`,11is name was not given to the
11,L''ci of Bethlehem by Joseph or
of". It was not given by any
Neir relatives or friends. This
-"e came down from heaven.

st,:4nd thou shalt call his name

4 11Y this name? Why call him
si,s1-1s? The author of the name
'es the reason for the name.

ftolPe'r he shall save his people
their sins."

W11you 0 are his people? Every one,
),Th lig or old, of whatever nation,

trusts Christ as a Savior.
tsillse are his people. These he
hs ',save "from their sins." Ah,
'new they would sin. Sin

4.4N
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grievously and many times. But
these sins were not to damn them.
He would save them from their
sins. Please note the word saved.
I ask these questions: Is a man
saved as long as he is in danger?
When a man trusts in Jesus
Christ is he then saved, or is he
simply placed in a condition to
be saved provided he holds out
faithfully? This Scripture says
saved as long as he is in danger
of being lost? If a man is saved,
is not the danger of being lost
gone forever? 0 brethren, there is
vast difference between being
saved and being put in a condi-
tion to be saved, if something
else is done, if some other condi-
tion is complied with. Name call-
ed "Jesus." Why? 0 why? Glor-
ious reason, yet, and glorious fact.
"He shall save his people from

their sins."
Brethren and sisters, let me

give yet other reasons why I was
led to believe in the security of
believers.

GOD KNOWS

1. It seems to me if we were
not secure, and secure forever,
and as soon as we believe in Jesus
Christ — I speak reverently, —
it seems to me it might involve
Christ in a falsehood.
Note the following Scriptures:
"My sheep hear my voice, and

I know them." John 10:27.
"Nevertheless, the foundation of

God standeth sure, having this
seal, the Lord knoweth them that
are his. 2 Tim. 2:19.
Bear these two plain statements

in your mind.
"I know them."
"The Lord knoweth them that

are his."
If you trust in God today, does

not God know it? God, the Om-
niscient one, does he not know
the very hour, yea, the very mo-
ment the penitent :sinner be-
lieveth in him? -
Now see this picture and hear

these words. We are taught in the
Bible that when we come to the
judgment, that there will be a
separation, that there will be but
two crowds of people, the one on
the right hand and the other on
the left. There are not three, only
two. All who go- to the judgment
will go to one or the other of
these two classes. Now listen. To
those on the right he will say: •
"Come ye blessed of my father,

inherit the kingdom prepared Or
you from the foundation of the
world." Matt. 25:34.
To those on the left he will

say:
"I never knew you, depart from

me, ye that work iniquity." Matt.
7:23.
"Depart from me ye cursed, in-

to everlasting fire, prenared for
the devil and his angels." Matt.
25:41.

Note these words: "I never
knew you." Would that be true if
any in that crowd on the left had
ever been Christian?

In the face of these two plain
declarations:

"I know them," "The Lord
knoweth them that are his," if
when we are come to judgment,
God should say to those on the
left, "I never knew you," and
there should be among that num-
ber, even one, who was once a
Christian, would it not involve
God in a falsehood? Surely
brethren, those who finally go
away are those who have never
truly trusted Christ as a Savior.

SAVED BY GRACE

Another reason why I believe
in the believer's security is this:

2. Otherwise it would make the
sinner's condition in some re-
spects even better than the Chris-
tian's.

We are taught in the Word of
God that the sinner is saved by
grace.

"By grace are ye saved through
faith." Eph. 2:8.

Now if the believer is not se-
cure, not already saved, then
there has been added another
condition to his salvation: that of
"holding out." If this be true,
does that not make our condi-
tion worse than the sinner's? The
sinner is saved by grace. The
Christian is saved by grace and
"holding out." If this be true,
would not this be a strong argu-

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON — OUTLINE AND NOTES BY JOHN R. GILPIN

LESSON FOR SUNDAY, MAY 25, 1958

The Book Of I Samuel
DAVID AND JONATHAN  

Memory Verse: "There is a friend that stick-

eth closer than a brother."—Proverbs 18:24.

1. Jonathan's Response And David's Victory. I
Samuel 1-4.

Jonathan was Crown Prince of Israel, and stood

in line to be King of Israel. Notwithstanding, there

was no jealousy and no wounded pride on his part
when David overcome the giant. Willingly, he

stripped off his own dignities and badges of royal
authority, and gave them to David. It was love
which prompted Jonathan to do this. What a glori-

ous type of Christ! Our hearts should be so at-
tracted to Christ because of His victory over in
and Satan, that we should be willing to strip
ourselves of all that we boast and lay it at His
feet out of love to Him.

II. Dancing. I Samuel 18:6.

It should not be amiss to remind all that Israel's
women possessed a brand of religion that made
them happy enough to dance. If any man has any
other kind, it is a spurious counterfeit.

However, we must note that the dancing was
not our modern "bunny - hugging" which both
sexes engage in, in close proximity.

III. Saul's Jealousy. I Samuel 18:8-12.

After David's victory over the Philistines, Saul
was still as far in heart from submission to God
as ever. When he heard the women ascribing ten
times as much praise to David as unto himself,
his evil heart of unbelief over-flowed with a jeal-
ous rage. Accordingly, he attempted to kill David
twice (V. 11). Thus, instead of submitting to God,
he stands in the way of his own peace.

However, he is not the last one to do likewise.
Many there be who are not at peace with God,
and who allow their jealousies like Saul, to drive
them farther from God.

IV. The Lord's Hand. I Samuel 18:13, 14.

In spite of Saul's attempts at his life, God was
with David. Then, what mattered it, if Saul did
oppose Him?
Though Satan may oppress us, what does it

matter if Jesus' hand rests upon us and we can
hear daily His still small voice. Cf. Mt. 28:20;
Rev. 2:10.

V. The Old Tree Becomes More Coruupt. I Samuel
18:29.

I read of an old tree within a park gradually
rottening away until with a crash it fell during a
storm.

Character is much like that. It is usually very
consistent, A crash seldom comes all of a sudden,
but like Saul, one's character and life become
more and more undermined by sin, until the fall
comes.

VI. An Enemy And A Friend. I Samuel 19:1-24.

I Samuel 18, 19

Saul was the enemy of David, while God was

his friend. Saul now makes a third attempt to

slay David, who flees to Samuel at Naoth (V. 18).

Three times Saul sent messengers to capture

David, but each time they are bowed in the pres-

ence of a power mightier than that of Saul.

Last of all, he comes for David, but is over-

come by the power of God. Truly David pos-

sessed a persistent enemy and a sure Friend.

VII. The Step of Death. I Samuel 201-3.

In the beginning of his plight, David realized

the nearness of death, although God was with him

and at times a large retinue of followers; still

there was only one step between him and death.

Oh, that we might realize the nearness of

death and prepare our lives accordingly. Cf. Amos

4:12; Heb. 2:3.

VIII. Absent Church Members. I Samuel 20:18.

Just as Jonathan realized that David would be

missed at the feast of the new moon, so let each

child of God know that his absence from God's
house is, likewise, conspicuous. Many a Chris-
tian's empty seat is a silent testimony of his de-
parture from the hand of God.

IX. Beautiful Friendship. I Samuel 20:1-42.

Truly any friendship is beautiful; especially true
is this of Jonathan and David. It was real affec-
tion for Jonathan not to permit David to leave
without a last expression of love, in spite of the
danger and peril attended. (V. 40, 41).

Although Jonathan might love, yet David ex-
ceeds him. How perfect is this type of Jesus, whose
love for us goes infinitely beyond the love of His
most devoted people.

X. David's Failure. I Samuel 21:1-15.
Now that David realizes his only course is but

to flee, he departs to Abimelech and Achish. To
the first he lied (V. 2) and in the presence of the
latter, he feigned madness (V. 13). In both in-
stances he failed to depend upon God. His conduct
in neither instance can be justified and yet before
we would condemn him for his lack of faith, we
had better search our own hearts to see if there
is far more untruthfulness there than in this be-
loved man after God's own heart.

The chapter gives a humbling view of the
weakness and falsehood of human nature, even
in the best of men.

It also teaches the bitter lessen that departure
from the path of faith not only means loss of per-
sonal dignity, but it involves injury to others.
Thus Abraham, when he left the path of faith,
became the occasion of sickness and disease to
the Egyptians (Genesis 12:17), so David's con-
duct caused the death of the high priest and
eighty-five of his fellow priests, together with their
wives and their children (Chronicles 22:18, 19).

ment in favor of postponing sal-
vation until we are very old, or
even till we come to die? We
would not have so long to hold
out. Surely every hour of time
in which we are to hold out would
greatly add to our danger. It is
possible, brother, that the sinner
who has never trusted God has a
better chance than the Christian?
Does not this violate all the teach-
ings of God's holy word?
Are we not all saved the same

way?
"By grace are ye saved through

faith, and that not of yourselves;
it is the gift of God."
Salvation is not earned, before

or after conversion. It is a gift.
The question of holding out does
not enter into it. We are given
salvation once for all when we
trust in Jesus Christ.

Still another thing that had
much to do with my believing in
the permanent security of be-
lievers is this:

3. If a believer were to once
fall, he would be irretrievably
lost.

As a proof of this, hear this
Scripture:
"For it is impossible for those

who were once enlightened and
have tasted of the heavenly gift,
and were made partakers of the
Holy Ghost, and have tasted the
good word of God, and the pow-
ers of the world to come, if they
shall fall away, to renew them
again unto repentance; seeing
they crucify to themselves the Son
of God afresh, and put him to an
open shame." Heb. 6:4-6.

Note carefully every word of
this remarkable passage. Once en-
lightened: tasted heavenly gift:
("gave his only begotten Son,"
"gift of God is eternal life,")
partaker of Holy Ghost, tasted
good word of God: and powers of
world to come: it is impossible, if
they shall fall away, to renew
them again unto repentance.

To save such a man there must
be a new Christ, or a fresh cruci-
fixion of the old. He must be
again wounded nd bruised. There
must be another Gethsemane, an-
other Golgotha. But 0, what good
could even this do? If Christ, even
by this suffering and death, fail-
ed once, would he not fail again?
If washed in the poured out blood
of the Son of God does not bring
final remission the first time, how
can it the second?
Surely the one that falls — if

he falls — leaves hope forever
behind him. But I'm so glad that
Paul said:
"If they shall fall away."
"If." He did not believe they

would. However, he seemed de-
termined to keep ny poor mortal
from hanging on to the idea that
even if he falls, he will have one
more chance. To fall means final
and irretrievable ruin. But again:
4. If a believer could fall, it

would cause to arise a very puz-
zling question. It is also an ex-
tremely important question. Hear
it:
How many sins, or what kind,

would it require to cause a man
to fall?

Who can answer this terribly
puzzling question? What church

can answer it? What man? What
kind of sins or how many, after
a man becomes a Christian, will
damn his soul? I beg everyone to
stop and consider these questions.
Will one sin be enough to cause a
man to fall? Will twenty? Will a
hundred? We commit sins every
day. 0, what is the limit, that
limit, beyond which if a man
goes he falls, he is lost, hOpe of
eternal life is gone? Can a man
ever know when he is near that
line, or even when he has crossed
it? 0, puzzling question!

JOY IN HEAVEN

But listen yet again:
5. If a believer could fall, it

would make some things in the
Bible appear very inconsistent.
See this passage, for instance:
"I say unto you, there is joy in

the presence of the angels of God
over one sinner that repenteth."
—Luke 15:10.

Get the whole picture in your
mind. Here on this earth is a poor,
convicted sinner. He is repenting;
he is turning from his sins and
turning to Christ as Saviour. His
weak faith is beginning to take
hold of Christ as his substitute.
This is only a part of the pic-
(Continued on page 8, column 2)
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What Would You
Do With An Extra

Hour Daily?
The school newspaper of John

Bartram High, in Philadelphia,
polled pupils on this interesting
question: "What would you do if
you were given an extra hour
each day?"
Most frequent answer: "Catch

up on my sleep."
Runnerup in languor, from a

girl: "I'd daydream." •
One boy said he'd devote a

25th hour entirely to eating.
A few said they'd improve the

time by more _reading.
Among the more unusual re-

sponses was the following from
a boy: "I would like to save my
extra hours, day after day, and
go back to Alabama for a little
while."
And it was a boy who supplied

this frank clincher: "I wouldn't
spend it in school, that's for sure."
We thought of Fanny J. Crosby,

who wrote:
"Oh, the pure delight of a single

hour
That before Thy throne I spend
When I kneel in prayer, and

with Thee, my God,
I commune as friend with

Friend!"
What would your answer to the

question be?
—Timely Topics

A BOOK REVIEW
OF OUR PUBLICATION,
"MABEL CLEMENT"

From The Evangelist

MABEL CLEMENT, by J. M.
Sallee, Baptist Examiner Book-
shop, Ashland, Kentucky, 217 pp,
$2.00.

Here is a book whose value
may have been well obscured by
its misleading title. This book
is the most excellent answer to
Campbellism that this reviewer
has ever seen. It was written
several years ago by a great man
of God. The book is in the form
of a novel of which Mabel Cle-
ment is the heroine. Miss Cle-
ment was originally a member of
a Campbellite church, who visited
her aunt in a nearby city and was
exposed to the preaching of the
gospel in a Baptist church. As the
story goes, she was converted and
then went back to her home town
where her conversion created a
mild riot. The pastor of the
Campbellite church, the very
learned Dr. Stanley, attempted to
correct the heretical views into
which Miss Clement had fallen.
It is- in their conversations that
the doctrines of Campbellism are
held up to the light of the Word
of God and shown to be without
foundation. The form of this book
makes it very readable. As one
may expect from a book written
so many years ago, the language
is somewhat more eloquent than
we are accustomed to in our day,
but this exalted dialogue only
aides to the book's readability.
This reviewer would thoroughly
recommend that every reader who
may be faced with the problem
of Campbellism in his immediate
family or neighborhood would
secure a copy of this book and
devour it. It is regretted that no
price is to be found anywhere in
this book. This reviewer will
make inquiries as to this matter
and publish the price as soon as it
is known. (Reviewed by John W.
McCormick).

There are some in every congregalion who merely receive The sermon and place if on file.

Safety First

(Continued from page seven)
ture. Now look up. There are
other spectators. Heaven is look-
ing down upon this same scene.
Look, as the sinner repents,
"there is joy in the presence of
the angels." Heaven is in ectasy.
Jesus Christ is rejoicing. How
thrilling, how soul stirring this
scene! But wait. 0, heaven, do
not make a mistake. Do not let
your joy be premature. 0, Jesus
Christ, if that man is lost, your
omniscience will have proven you
false at least this once. You have
rejoiced over the returning prodi-
gal, but the Devil comes along
and cheats you out of him. Does
Heaven make mistakes like that?
Does Christ offer salvation to a
man, rejoice that he patiently
stretches out his hand to receive
it, and then jerk it back? Does
Jesus do that? Jesus being omnis-
cient, sees the repenting sinner,
yet foreknows that he will be
finally lost, would He rejoice? Is
it conceivable that Christ and the
angels and all Heaven would re-
joice over -any repenting sinner if
the question of final salvation
were such an uncertain thing?
How inconsistent in this would
the Bible appear.
Take another passage:
"I go to prepare a place for

you, and if I go to prepare a
place for you, I will come again
and receive you unto myself."—
John 14:2-3.
One of the sweetest thoughts to

me about Heaven is that it will
fit. The Omniscient One — the
great, all wise Architect — who
knows all our needs for the past,
for the present, for the future—
yea, throughout all eternity—has
prepared a place for us. It will fit.
It will suit us when we first get
there. It will always suit us. We
will never be dissatisfied. Never
want to move. Never want to re-
build. Prepared for us. But the
puzzling question, the inconsist-
ency is, why this long time pre-
vious preparation? If the question
of salvation is still an unsettled
question, why did Jesus go ahead
and prepare a place? If the ques-
tion of Peter's salvation, of John's,
and Andrew's and others was not
settled, why such hasty prepara-
tion? Will Heaven be a home like
some of our earthly homes—
empty chairs, empty places, some
of the family missing? That would
be true if some Christians failed
to get there.
But before concluding let me

call your attention to

SOME OBJECTIONS

which are offered to the position
taken in this sermon:

1. Some say, "If I believed that
doctrine, the absolute security of

believers. I would take my fill of

sin." .

I myself have heard this expres-
sion many times. But how amaz-
ing these words from a Christian!
One who has been regenerated.
One who has a new heart; one
who loves God and hates sin.
I can thoroughly understand

how the dog would return to his
vomit (2 Peter 2:22) simply be-
cause he remains a dog. His na-
ture is unchanged. But I cannot
understand how a genuinely re-
generated man can talk of taking
his fill of sin. I can thoroughly
understand how the raven sent
out by Noah didn't return to the
Ark (Genesis 8:7). He did not
need to return. Everywhere was
food for his raven nature. He
could feast and feast to his heart's
content. The whole surface of the
waters was covered with dead
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bodies overwhelmed in the flood.
Again, I can thoroughly under-
stand why the dove did return
to the Ark (Genesis 8:8-9). He
could not eat carrion. He did not
love carrion. He must return to
the Ark. Many a man who sim-
ply professes conversion can go
out into the world and be satis-
fide to stay. He still has the raven
nature. He can with content and
pleasure feast upon sin. Not so,
however, the genuinely converted.
He now has a new nature. He
may go into sin; led by the ter-
rible tempter he may go far
astray. He, however, will never
be at ease—never satisfied. Like
the dove, he will find no genuine
rest for the soul of his foot. His
divine nature will revolt at sin.
He will always long to come
back.

Note this Scripture:

"If any man love the world, the
love of the Father is not in him."
—I John 2:15.
"I would take my fill of sin."

For a man regenerated, heart
cleansed how much would it lake
to fill him? Sin is repulsive to the
regenerated. I do not mean that
the true Christian will not sin.
The old nature will still fight the
new. It will lead us to do many
things that we do not love. Sup-
pose a child who loves its mother
tenderly and devotedly, because
of the mother's great devotion to
it, the child should say "I will
take my fill of sin. I know my
mother will continue to love me,
therefore I will continue to do
wrong." What do you think of a
Christian who would say, "I know
God loves me and. has saved me,
therefore I will continue to do
wrong." What do you think of a
Christian who would say "I know
God loves me and has saved me,
therefore I will go just as far to-
ward the Devil as I can." Can
anyone imagine a genuine Chris-
tian saying such a thing?
But now note another objec-

tion:

2. Some say, "But it "is a fact
that some do fall away."

This statement I think is hon-
estly believed by a great many.
From my own personal experi-
ence, and from what I know of
others, this I candidly believe to
be the most serious difficulty on
this whole question.

There are so many professing
Christians who seem to live right
for a time and then go astray.
They not only seem to be Chris-
tians, but are active and seem to
be consecrated, and then go des-
perately astray. You may talk to
one hundred people who believe
that a Christian can fall, and pos-
sibly every one of them will be
influenced more or less by this
very thing. Few of them will re-
fer to the teachings of the Bible.
They will tell you about this or
that man who was once a Chris-
tian (?) and fell away. They will
bring up suppositious cases. This
is their mighty argument:
"Suppose this man who is a

Christian should kiil a man."
"Suppose this." "Suppose that."

These suppositious cases settle
with many people the question of
falling from grace.
The plain, direct and positive

teachings of the Word of God are
discounted by these imaginary
cases. Recently I talked with a
prominent man on this subject.
He was an active member of the
the church to which he belonged.
He firmly believed that it was
possible for a Christian to be
lost. Every time I referred him to
the Word of God, he would sup-
pose a case. I did my best to get
him to see that the question was
to be settled by the Bible and
not by imagination. He, I be-
lieve, was perfectly honest in his
conviction. In his church was an-
other member, even more devout
than he. She was perfectly de-
voted to her church and, .to the
outside world, had every evidence
of being a Christian. Conscien-
tious and consecrated. And yet one
day during an experience meet-
ing, as brethren and sisters were
telling their experiences, she was
suddenly made to realize_that she
had missed the whole thing. Af-
terwards alone in her home what
a mighty battle she had. She was
led hato the light. Her Christian
experience when she told it was

glorious. I said to the troubled
brother: "Supopse this sister, be-
fore this new experience, had
gone off into sin and infidelity,
what would you have thought,
"that surely she had fallen from
grace"? He saw my point. Hear
the Bible:
"They went out from us, but

they were not of us; for if they

had been of us, they would no

doubt have continued with us;

but they went out that they

might be made manifest that they

were not all of us."—I John 2:19.
This Scripture explains many

supposed falls. How far a genuine
Christian can go astray, I do not
know. I am sure, however, that
he can go a long way. But down
deep in his heart there will be a
longing to get back to God.

3. But says still another: The
Bible says you must hold out to

the end. Let us see what the Bi-
ble does say:
"For we are made partakers of

Christ, if we hold the beginning
of our confidence steadfast unto

the end."—Hebrews 3:_14.
"Now the just shall live by

faith; but if any man draw back,.
my soul shall have no pleasure
in him."—Hebrews 10:38.
These are declarations made by

Paul. Many of the strongest pass-
ages in the whole of God's Word
on the security of the believer are
found in the writings of Paul. He
does not contradict himself. Be-
sides, hear what he says in the
same book from which the two
passages above are taken, and in
the verse next to the last pass-
age:

"But we are not of them who

draw back unto perdition; but of

them that believe to the saving

of the soul."—Hebrews 10:39.
Some may draw back, but not

those who are, genuinely con-
verted. "Not believers," said Paul.
Why will men take isolated

passages out of their immediate
connection, when by their mis-
use they can only bring doubt
and sorrow and trouble?
But see another passage fre-

quently quoted:
"Be thou faithful unto death,

and I will give thee a crown of
life."—Revelation 2:10.
Thus they say, "you must be

faithful unto death in order to
be finally saved."
This is not the meaning of this

Scripture. Nor does it say, "Be
faithful unto death• in order to
be saved." Hear definitely what
it does say:
"Be thou faithful unto death,

and I will give thee a crown of
of life."

Not life, but a crown of life.
0, how strongly the Bible teaches
that the faithful shall be reward-
ed. A crown. God gives a reward,
a crown, to every faithful servant.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, beloved, let me
call you attention to two passages
of Scripture:
I Corinthians 3:11-15 and 2

Peter 1:4-11.
These two passages teach two

important truths that all of us
ought to know. They will help
us mightily in rightly understand-
ing this great subject we are now
considering.
The first teaches that,

We may be saved as fire.

The second that,

We can have an abundant en-

trance into Heaven.

Which do we want? We can
have either. Do we want to be
saved as by fire? Just barely
get to Heaven? Not have one sin-
gle sheaf to lay at His feet? Ne'ver
have led one soul to Christ? All
the building we have done on the
great foundation to find at last
to be "wood and hay and stub-
ble?"
Beloved, do we want this?
Do we not want rather to have

an abundant entrance? Not only
saved ourselves, but others sav-
ed with us? All the building we
have done on the great founda-
tion to be found at last—to be
"gold and silver and precious
stones." What shall it be? What
shall it be?
"Ye therefore beloved, seeing

ye knew these things before, be-
ing led away \ with the error o f
the wicked, fall from your own
steadfastness. But grow in grace,
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and in the knowledge of our V14
and Saviour Jesus Christ. To hi —dia3
be glory now and forever."
Peter 3:17-18.

The Righteousness that
Saves

(Continued from page one)
find the righteousness that mar,
us perfect. This righteousness
performed by Christ as our
resentative. It meets the deman'i voL.
of Law.

If you would enter Heaveili
then look unto Him whose rig The p
eousness justifies you before 1
This is the righteousness that it1 

1

tifies sinners.—BLR.
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God. Needs to be studied by all virio r.egA
to get a greater view of the sove'
God. . . . 179 paaes. $1.50.

The Inspiration of the -
gctiri

lures by Louis Gaussen.
A reprint of a work that has been_

widely. Recommended highly by L11.0
Spurgeon, pages.n,l-l.Byirseary. Taylor, Sr., and6 

Jehovah of the Watchtowel

KWanlnt.e r Ma r t in and Noia rn°I

Ro'l
The "Best" on the doctrines of 0,5y

se I I i tes, ot so-called "Jehovah', W

201 pages — $1.50 (paper); $2.50 1‘

The New Bible—Pro and 
col

by W. C. Taylor. oiece,
The most enlightening and helpfl" oft,

of literature concerning the revised

ord Version that is in print. It

only expose the errors of the R5'"
will help you understand your Bible

. 351 pages. $3.50.

Fifty Years in the Chao'

Rome by Father ChiniquY•
This is one a the most moving

ever written. It has ever been a bee-pair'

and a most effective anti-dote to 1-•r! pef,,

cism. It is the record of the author '1„,"

sonal experience in and out of the C"

of Rome. . . 471 pages.

Alien Baptism and the BaP

by W. M. Nevins.
Shows that there are certain 

chorectepaj

tics of true, Scriptural baptism. Sh0215pin"

Baptists only can lay claim to 0" .'tie°
which characterize Scriptural bciP ave
232 pages. $2.00 (cloth). 5.50 (P

036
The Tabernacle, Priestlww-

Offerings by I. M. Haldeman' of

One of the few good books en ...eat

ject. Exalts Christ 06 the fulfi111r,00,

all the types. A blessed volume!

Halley's Bible Handbook 1)1

H. Halley. ,
A book that contains a mess

uable information about the Bible. d.
improved by the addition of arcibmVea'

information which reveals the s

God's Word. . . . 956 pages.53.

Order hoot

Baptist Examiner Book Oct

Ashland, Keatsulty
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