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How to Preach the Law of God
By CARL F. W. WALTHER

No Gospel element must be

kingled with the Law. Any one

I exPounding the Law. shamefully
I Perverts it by injecting into it
grace, the grace, loving-kindness,
and patience of God, who forgives
s10. He acts like a sick-nurse, who
fetches sugar to sweeten the bit-

medicine, which the patient

dislikes. What is the result? Why,

the medicine does not take effect,
!lid the patient remains feverish.

41 order that it might retain its

!trength the medicine should not
'lave been sweetened. A preacher
kust proclaim the Law in such a
kanner that there remains in it
nothing pleasant to lost and con-

demned sinners. Every sweet in-

?redient injected into the Law
Is Poison; it renders this heavenly
kedicine ineffective,- neutralizes

its operation.
Matthew 5:17-19 the Lord says:

"Think not that I am come to de-

stroy the Law or the prophets: I

am not come to destroy, but to

fulfil. For verily I say unto you,

Till heaven and earth pass, one

jot or one tittle shall in no wise

pass from the Law till all be ful-
filled. Whosoever, therefore,
shall, break one of these least
comandments and shall teach men
so, he shall be called the least in

the kingdom of heaven; but who-

soever shall do and teach them,

the same shall be called great in

the kingdom of heaven."
When preaching the, Law, you

must ever bear in mind that the

Law makes no concessions. That

is utterly beside the character of

the Law; it only makes demands.
The Law says: "You must do this;
if you fail to do it, you have no

recourse to the patient, loving-

kindness, and long-suffering of

God; you will have to go to perdi-

tion for your wrong-doing." To

make this point quite plain to us,
the Lord says: "Whosoever shall

break one of these least command-

ments and shall teach men so, he

shall be called the least in the

kingdom of heaven." That does

not mean, he shall have the low-

est place assigned him in heaven,

but he does not belong in the

kingdom of Heaven at all.
Galatians 3:10 Paul writes: "For

as many as are of the works of

the Law are under the curse; for

it is written, Cursed is every one

that confinueih not in all things
which are written in the Book of

the Law to do them." If you would
direct men to do good works and
for their comfort add a remark like

(Continued on page 4, column 3)

Distinctive Principles of Baptists, Chapter II, Section 1-

Immersion Is Baptism
By J. M. PENDLETON

CHAPTER II

BAPTISTS CONSIDER THE IM-

MERSION IN WATER OF A

BELIEVER IN CHRIST ESSEN-

TIAL TO BAPTISM-SO ES-

SENTIAL THAT WITHOUT IT

THERE IS NO BAPTISM.
* * *

SECTION I

Greek lexicons give "immerse,"

"dip," or "plunge" as the primary,

ordinary and literal meaning of

"baptizo."

In the common version of the

Scriptures baptizo and baptisma

are Anglicized, but not trans-

lated. This is invariably true of

the latter term, and it is true of

the former whenever the ordi-

nance of baptism is referred to.

Baptismos is used four times. In
three instances it has no reference

to the baptismal ordinance, and

is translated "washing;" which

washing was evidently the result

of immersion. In the other in-

stance it is Anglicized. Bapto,
from which baptizo is derived, is

employed in the Greek New Tes-
tament three times, and embapto
three times. Both are translated
"dip" in the common version.
There is no more difference in
their meaning than there is be-
tween the word "dip" and the

phrase "dip in." These verbs are
never used in connection with

baptism as a religious ordinance;

baptizo is the verb always used.

I have referred to baptizo and

baptisma as Anglicized words. By

this it is meant that their ter-

mination is made to correspond

with the termination of English

words. In baptizo the final letter

is changed into e, and in baptisma

the last letter is dropped alto-

gether. To make this matter of

Anglicism perfectly plain, it is

only necessary to say that if the

Greek rantizo, meaning "sprin-

kle," had been Anglicized, we

should have "rantize" in the New

Testament wherever we now have

"sprinkle."
The version of the Bible now

in common use was made by or-

der of King James I of England,

and was first published in the

year 1611. The king gave a num-

ber of rules for the guidance of

his translators, and the third rule

virtually forbids the translation

of "baptize" and "baptism." This

third rule is as follows: "The old

ecclesiastical words to be kept, as

the word 'church' not to be trans-

lated `congregation'." It is absurd

to say that this rule had exclusive

reference to the term "church,"

for this term is manifestly given

as a specimen of "old ecclesiasti-

cal words;" and why should

"words" be mentioned if the rule

was to be applied to but one

word? The question, then, is, Are

"baptism" and "baptize" "old ec-

(Continued on page 8, column 2)

The Tools Used By
Satan In Doing
His Ungodly Work

EY ROY MASON

Buffalo Avenue
Baptist Church

Tampa, Florida

The Devil does not do all of
'us work in person-he uses in-
strnments in the accomplishment
(If his purposes. He used the ser-
pent when he tempted Eve in

l ise Garden, and that is but one
llistration of how he operates.

tet us think of some of the
'nrigs that Satan uses today.

Individually, he uses two
hi rigs over and over again. The
urst of these is APPETITE. God
4ve us appetite for two purposes,•
that we might not allow our-
selves to starve to death, and that
e Might enjoy the normal grati-

1,11eation of it. There is no sin or

arna in the normal satisfaction
,..,‘"• appetite. The eating of a nor-
', al meal brings well being. Ab-
L'drrnal eating or gluttony brings
gilsery and ill health. Then there
are artificial appetites that can be
ereated. God never created one
With an appetite for nicotine, or
14leohol, or dope. These, like the
T,_ste for beer, must be acquired.
gh en once acquired, there is set

a craving. Many of the hu-
"-ontinued on page 2, column 4)

HE TOOK A RECEIPT

When Renaud first came as
'rehator to Paris, he engaged a
2°M at a hotel and paid a
nnth's rent - 150 francs - in

tdvance. The proprietor asked if
e, Would have a receipt.
b It is not necessary," replied
Znuad, "God has witnessed the
" ìcYrrient"

1)0 you believe in God?" sneer-
the host.

4 Most assuredly," replied Ren-
tl,d, "don't you?"
,1\l'ot I, monsieur."
`Ah," said the senator, "I will

r, e. a receipt, if you please." -
N-hristiari Standard.

•••••••••11.-0,0

THE MISSION OF BAPTISTS
1. The first and foremost ob-

ligation in the mission of Bap-
tists is to stand for the supreme

and final authority of the Bible

in all matters pertaining to faith

and practice, both as churches and

as individual Christians. Not on-

ly must Baptists stand for this
principle, they must abide by it
themselves. The reason why Bap-

tists are divided today is not be-

cause this principle has not been

professed, but because it has not

been practically applied. Fel-

lowship and unity among Bap-
tists will only (if ever) be real-
ized when Baptists forsake all hu-
man tradition and practice, and

adopt the rule of the Scriptures
as their standard.

2. The next most important

duty of Baptists is to bear witness

to the only Way of Salvation-

through the Righteousness of

Jesus Christ received by faith.
The world is the Baptist mission

field, and the Gospel of Grace is
the Baptist message. With the

majority of all other religious

groups preaching the doctrine of
works of righteousness for justi-

fication, it behooves Baptists to
preach from the housetops the
good news of free justification

by the Work of Righteousness

performed by Jesus Christ.
3. Baptists are also to insist

upon the baptism of saved per-
sons only. Our forefathers shed
their blood to preserve the Gos-
pel and the ordinance of baptism
pure. They would not for a min-

ute hear of baptismal regenera-

tion, pedobaptism, nor any sub-
stitute for immersion as baptism.

Baptists of today must not be-

tray the faith of our fathers and

the teaching of the Bible by ac-

knowledging such innovations.

4. As Baptists, we must pro-

test against the existence of man-

made religious bodies as being
without divine authorUy. Believ-
ing in religious freedom, we cer-
tainly would defend their privi-

lege of existing, but we must ever

regard all man - made religious

groups as being in competition to

the church that Jesus built. In

exposing the invalidity of these

groups, we must show by doc-
trinal and historical tests that
they fail to meet the standard of
New Testament churches.

5. Another duty in the mission

of Baptists is to preserve and

perpetuate true and unadulterat-

ed, the ordinance of the Lord's

Supper. We should declare the

teaching of the Scripture that the

Supper is not a sacrament, but a
memorial, commemorating the

death of the Saviour. Against the
false teaching that the unleav-
ened bread and wine in some
manner impart grace to the par-
ticipant, the true symbolism , of

these elements must be declared.
Furthermore, the dangerous prac-
tices of open and inter-commun-
ion must ever be shunned and
exposed.

6. One of the great tasks for

Baptists today is to teach the

truth as to the New Testament

church. The independency and

autonomy of New Testament

churches is a precious heritage.

The modern-day organizations of
men are turning away the minds
of Baptists from the true nature
of the church. The work Christ
gave His church to do has been

stolen out of the hands of the

chuches by unsuspected men who

by their actions scorn God's in-
stitution. The more that conven-

tions, fellowships, associations,

etc., come into existence, and

thrive, the less significant will

the true nature of the church be-
come. New Testament churches

have to give up their rights in or-

der that the greater man-made
(Continued on page 8, column 2)
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"JOHN'S BAPTISM"
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"And Jesus, when he was bap-

tized, went up straightway out of

the wafer: and, lo, the heavens

were opened unto him, and he

saw the Spirit of God descending

like a dove, and lighting upon

him."-Matthew 3:16.
"The baptism of John, whence

was it? from heaven, or of men?
And they reasoned with them-
selves, saying, If we shall say,
From heaven: he will say unto us,

Why did ye not then believe

him?"-Matthew 21:25.
"And all the people that heard

him, and the publicans, justified
God, being baptized with the bap-
tism of John."-Luke 7:29, 30.

I don't think that it ought to
be necessary to remind you that
the churches of today are cer-

tainly far removed from the
church that Jesus built. There
has been a tremendous drift so
far as apostasy is concerned, so
that the church of Jesus' day was
very def initely ,unlike the
churches of today.
That isn't anything for us to be

alarmed about, for it was prophe-
sied by the Apostle Paul. I am
sure you would recall that when
he called the elders of Miletus
and asked them to meet him in
the city of Ephesus, he warned
them about the future. He said:
"For I know this, that after my

departing shall grievous wolves
enter in among you, not sparing

the flock. Also of your own selves
shall men arise, speaking per-
verse things, to draw away dis-

ciples after them." - Acts 20:29,
30.
Now these verses ought to

stand as a prophecy to us to tell
us what Paul anticipated as com-

ing to pass. While the Apostle

Paul said that there would be
grievous wolves come in among
the flock, and that even some of
the members of the church would
depart from the faith-while he
anticipated that, it certainly has
come to pass just as he prophe-
sied that it would.
When we come to the book of

Jude, we find that that apos-
tasy which Paul had propesied,
had already set in - that there
had risen certain men out of the
churches theinselves that were
(Continued on page 4, column 5)

Hierarchal Methods
Are Advocated By
Convention Leader
Baptists either do not know, or

else often forget, that Roman Ca-
tholicism is what it is today as

a result of development. Those

first churches and pastors in-

volved in the movement that has

developed into our present-day

Romanism would never have

thought of believing and practic-
ing what we see today. But it is
a historical fact that the thing

those ancient churches started

developed 'into the ecclesiastical

monster that grips the world

now. This example should be

enough to halt Baptists from

wading into the waters of ecclesi-

astical organization. But it has

riot been such and it not such to
most Baptists. Confident that

"our organization" could never
become what that first movement

became, many Baptists faithfully
devote their energies and talents
to develop conventions, fellow-
ships, councils, etc., thinking that

these man-made organizations are
better than the simple pattern of

the New Testament.

We have always contended that
such organizations will eventu-
ally turn out to be ecclesiastical
mon,sters such as Roman Catholi-
cism. We are every day sadly
seeing our expectation gradually
fulfilled. Another example of the
trend was recently published in
CRUSADER, an American Bap-
tist Convention publication. The
feature article of the March is-
sue was a two-page, two-color
spread entitled, "Nine ̀ Stiches in
Time'." The author of the article,
Fenwick T. Fowler, is a member
(Continued on page 2, column I)

'SEWING' and 'REAPING'

Chaplain Arthur De Vries tells
of a visit he made one day to
Marquette Prison. Going through
the garment factory of the institu-
tion, and noticing one of the pris-
oners sewing a covering on a bale
of overalls, the chaplain, in order
to make an opening for further
conversation, said: "Good morn-
ing, friend! Sewing?"
"No, Sir," the prisoner replied

with a grim smile, "reaping."
"Be not deceived; God is not

mocked: for whatsoever a man
soweth, that shall he also reap."

(Gal. 6-7).-The Pilgrim
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Hierarchal Methods
(Continued from page one)

of the General Council of the
American Baptist Convention and
chairman of its Committee F on
"Unified Program and Work."
The purpose of Mr. Fowler's ar-
ticle was to offer some "hine
points at which American Bap-
tists can move to increase their
rate of growth."
We believe this article shows

how conventions and other such
bodies inevitably drift toward the
type of organization as Roman
Catholicism. The distinctive Bap-
tist principles of church indepen-
dency and autonomy must be
trampled under foot if these
movements are to make the prog-
ress which is desired. We now
quote from Mr. Fowler's article
to show that this very thing is
advocated:

Local Church Rights Must Be
Be Given Up To Some Extent

Fowler says, "This overworked
autonomy of the local church has
frequently tied the hands of na-
tional, state and city executives
who could have given guidance
which would have solidified and
nourished our enterprise.
"In the early days our nation

learned some rights had to be
denied to the states in order for
the union to flourish. This is true
of religious bodies as well. Cer-
tain sacrifices in autonomy must
be made by individuals and
groups if the total body is to

•••••

A BOOK YOU NEED

ALIEN BAPTISM
and the
BAPTISTS

By W. M. Nevins

Scripturally and Historically
this book sets forth the truth as
to—
(1) The Proper Subject of Bap-

tism.
(2) The Proper Mode of Bap-

tism.
(3) The Proper Design of Bap-

tism.
(4) The Proper Administrator

of Baptism.
Paper cover 50c; Clothbound $2.00

Order from:
I Baptist Examiner Book Shop

prosper."
We wish to call attention as to

why the rights of a church must-
be given up to some extent: It is
in order for "the total body . . .
to prosper." In other words, if
Baptist churches were to strictly
adhere to church autonomy and
related rights, then the American
Baptist Convention could not go
forward as it would like. So what
does this author suggest? Shall
Baptist churches abide by the
Scriptures or give up their rights?
This man advocates the giving up
of some of their rights! This is
exactly what had to be done in
order for Roman Catholicism to
make its advance.

Romish Bishops Alias
"Executive Secretaries"

This author under his second
point, states: "The American Bap-
tist Convention will grow faster
when it places greater reliance
on its national leadership . . .
"Baptist Executive Secretaries

will probably never be called
Bishops, but they could be treated
as though they were, for they
fulfill the function of a bishop.
Cooperative pastors and magnani-
mous national leaders and com-
mon-sense laymen can multiply
the efforts of the Executive Sec-
retary through the respect ac-
corded him."

Here is an outright admission
of what we have contended for
so long: Denominational secre-
taries are nothing more nor less
than Roman-styled bishops. And
this author pleads that they be
regarded in the same manner as
so-called bishops. If this is not a
step toward Roman Catholicism,
then we are blind.

Give Up More Rights

Again this author advocates
the giving up of rights given by
God: "The American Baptist Con-
vention will grow faster if each
member church will cede the right
to secede. . . . Our total mem-
bership stands static largely be-
cause of the number of churches
which have walked out of our
fellowship."
Now how does this man think

the Convention can be safe-
guarded? He says, "The key to
an adequate defense is in the way
the title of the property is held."
He states, somewhat heatedly,
"Stop this piracy, this hijacking
done in the name of theological
integrity, and a stride in seven
league boots has been taken to-
ward denominational growth. Let
American Baptists snug up the
ties that bind them; then, as they
hold what is theirs, watch the
-growth!"
He goes on to suggest the vari-

ous ways that the deeds to church
property may be tied up so that a
church could not withdraw from
the Convention without forfeit-
ing the property.

How To Get A New Pastor

Of course, an ecclesiastical ma-
chine that is well-oiled must be
certain that the right cogs are in
the right place. It must see to it

that the wrong screw is not placed
in the wrong place. If a "non-
cooperative" gets into a machine-
affiliated church, it could and
often does throw a money-wrench
into the operation. „So Mr. Fowler
has this solution: "All recommen-
dations should be made to the Ex-
ecutive Secretary in a state. His
integrity and his knowledge of
pastoral - church relationships is
the best safeguard for assuring
vitality between the pulpit and
the pew."

This, you see, is a great im-
provement over the old method
of prayer to God for a pastor of
His choosing. The old method
sometimes proves to be very
much out of harmony with de-
nominational plans and programs.
This method does not always get
the right cog in the right place.
There are several other things

in Mr. Fowler's article that tend
toward the Romanist set-up. In
fact, the entire article is satur-
ated with heirarchal philosophy
and propaganda. Such articles as
this should cause Baptists who
love New Testament freedom and
independence to put forth a
greater effort than ever before to
spread the truth. Baptist parents
should drill their children on the
independency and autonomy of
the church. Pastors who are
privileged to have churches that
are not in some ecclesiastical ma-
chine should continually show the
danger of the organized move-
ment. Our life as autonomous
churches depends upon the con-
cept of freedom and democracy
that people have. Roman Catho-
lics and Convention Baptists
speak in terms of "freedom" and
"democracy," but their kind is
not what we want. We want real
freedom and democracy—the kind
that permits us to act as our con-
sciences demand. We do not want
Southern Baptist Rocky Mount
"autonomy," nor any of the "free-
dom" referred to by Roman
Catholics.

* * *

John Calvin on I John 2:2
Some of the Arminian brethren

are quoting the warped opinion
•of A. H. Strong that Calvin
"modified" his views as to the
atonement in later years. Strong
refers to Calvin's commentary on
I John 2:2 as evidence of this.
However, the "quotation" given
by Strong is nowhere found in
Calvin's comments on that pass-
age. Instead, Calvin says:

"Here a question may be
raised, how have the sins of
the whole world been expi-
ated? I pass by the dotages of
the fanatics, who under this
pretence extend salvation to
all the reprobate, and there-
fore to Satan himself. Such a
monstrous thing deserves no
refutation. . . . Then under
the word ALL or whole, he
does not include the repro-
bate, but designates those
who should believe as well as
those who were then scat-
tered through various parts
of the world."

Those who quote Strong on
Calvin must surely be hard-
pressed. Such only appeals to the
ignorant and uninformed. It is a
definite sign of a weak and beg-
garly defense when a statement
of another man or even a line or
two from the original author is
given to "prove" a point. We
should read men like Calvin care-
fully and get what they really
stood for, not just a line or two
that happens to "jive" with our
own opinion. The reason why so
many men are misunderstood is
simply because they have been
read, heard or represented in a
piece-meal manner.

WE WILL "HUNT"
BOOKS FOR YOU
Often someone writes to

us, asking that we help him
obtain some books that are
now out of print. If any of
our readers want this kind
of help, we will be glad to
do what we can in "hunting"
the book or books you want.
Send your "want list" to

the Baptist Examiner Book
Shop, Ashland, Ky.

1. I have noticed some churches
around the country that are
called "Bible Churches." I would
like to know if a church could be
Biblical and true to the Word and
not be called a "Baptist" church,
We have never known of a

Baptist who taught that the Scrip-
turalness of a church involved
the name it bears. Baptist church-
es have not always worn the
name "Baptist." They used to be
called by various other titles, not
of their own choosing, but given
as terms of reproach by the
world. The name "Baptist" itself
was not chosen by New Testa-
ment churches, but was given by
enemies.
We should be careful not to be

Tools Used By Satan

(Continued from page one)
deceived by the name that a
man race are enslaved by appe-
tite until they are no longer free
at all. People are in Satan's
clutches when they reach that
situation.
A second thing used by the

Devil is TEMPER. The quickest
way for the Devil to get control
and take over a human being, is
to get him mad. Anger can be-
come a form of temporary in-
sanity, and for the gratification of
anger people kill, they injure the
feelings of others, they break up
their homes, and they often split
churches. God's verdict concern-
ing anger is given in James 1:20.

2. Religiously, Satan uses ec-
clesiastical heirarchies and or-
ganizations as few other things.
Men get into high position reli-
giously such that they gratify
their ambitions for power and
money. Often they lose sight of
everything but the advancement
of self. They must preserve their
organizational setup at all costs,
for salary and prestige are at
stake. Let us remember that it
was really the JEWISH HEIR-
ARCHY that put Jesus to death.
The leaders incited the crowd to
demand His crucifixion. (See
Matt. 27:20). The Roman Catholic
Church was born out of ecclesi-
astical ambition on the part of
leaders, culminating in the papa-
cy. This great religious heirarchy
has put millions of religious dis-
senters to death. An estimated 50
million Baptists, alone died as
the result of persecution at the
hands of this great cruel organi-
zation.

Baptists through the centuries
were non - heirarchical people.
Each church was separate and
self - governing, with no general
body to boss them. In recent years
there has arisen a thing called
"The Denomination" which has
come to assume the aspects of a
"General Church." We have our
"leaders" who hand down their
program to the churches, and
churches and pastors have become
subservient to the ecclesiastical
organization.
Satan has developed a great

world ecclesiasticism called "THE
WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCH-
ES." Nationally it is expressed in
"The National Council of Church-
es." This great organization has its
octopus clutches around most of
the churches of this nation today.
They meddle into politics. They
have put out their own modernis-
tic translation of the Bible (the
Revised Standard Version). They
are dominated by modernists who
have repudiated historic Chris-
tianity. They use their influence
to debar orthodox preachers from
radio and television. The National
and World Council will prepare
the religious world for the "False
Prophet" who will be Anti-
Christ's minister of religion.
Thank God for one thing — the
Anti-Christ will utterly destroy
this religious monstrosity. (See
Rev. 18:1-8).

3. Politically, Satan has devised
an ATHEISTIC NATION which
seeks to dominate the world. Rus-
(Continued on page 3, column 1)-
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church wears. Whether it cal
itself "Bible," "New Testament,
"Gospel," "Baptist," or somethidl
else is not important. The imPel
tant thing is what kind of bar,1
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"No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent

me draw him." (John 6:44).

"Coming to Christ" is a very common phrase in Holy Scripture.

It is used to express those acts of the soul wherein, leaving at once

our self-righteousness and our sins, we fly unto the Lord Jesus

Christ, and receive His righteousness to be our covering, and His

blood to be our atonement. Coming to Christ, then: embraces in it

repentance, self-negation, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and

it sums within itself all those things which are the necessary at-

tendants of these great states of heart, such as the belief of the

truth, earnestness of prayer to God, the submission of the soul to the

precepts of God's gospel, and all those things which accompany the

dawn of salvation in the soul. Coming to Christ is just the one

essential thing for a sinner's salvation. He that cometh not to

Christ, do what he may, or think what he may, is yet in "the gall,

of bitterness and in the bonds of iniquity."

Coming to Christ is the very first effect of regeneration.

No sooner is the soul quickened than it at once discovers its lost
estate, is horrified thereat, looks out for a refuge, and believing

Christ to be a suitable one, flies to Him and reposes in Him. Where

there is not this coming to Christ, it is certain that there is as yet

no quickening; where there is no quickening, the soul is dead in

trespasses and sins, and being dead it can not enter inlo the king-

dom of Heaven. We have before us now an announcement very

startling, some say very obnoxious. Coming to Christ, though de-

scribed by some people as being the very easiest thing in the world,

is in our text declared to be a thing utterly and entirely impossible
to any man, unless the Father shall draw him to Christ. It shall be

our business, then, to enlarge upon this declaration. We doubt not
that it will always be offensive to carnal nature, but, nevertheless,
the offending of human nature is sometimes the first step towards
bringing it to bow itself before God. And if 'this be the effect of a
painful process, we can forget the pain and rejoice in the glorious
consequences.

I shall endeavor this morning, first of all, to notice man's in-
ability, wherein it consists. Secondly, the Father's drawings —
what these are, and how they are exerted upon the soul. And then
I shall conclude by noticing a sweet consolation which may be
derived from this seemingly barren and terrible text.

I. First, then, MAN'S INABILITY. The text says, "No man can come
to me, except the Father which hath sent me, draw him." Wherein
does this inability lie?

First, it does not lie in any physical defect. If in coming to
Christ, moving the body, or walking with the feet should be of
any assistance, certainly man has all physical power to come to
Christ in that sense. I remember to have heard a very foolish
Antinomian declare, that he did not believe any man had the
power to walk to the house of God unless the Father drew him.
Now the man was plainly foolish, because he must have seen that
as long as a man was alive and had legs, it was as easy for him to
walk to the house of God as to the house of Satan. If coming to
Christ includes the utterance of a prayer, man has no physical de-
fect in that respect, if he be not dumb, he can say a prayer as
easily as he can utter blasphemy. It is as easy for a man to sing one
of the songs of Zion as to sing a profane and libidinous song. There
is no lack of physical power in coming to Christ. All that can be
wanted with regard to the bodily strength man most assuredly has,
and any part of salvation which consists in that is totally and en-
tirely in the power of man without any assistance from the Spirit
of God.

Nor, again, does this inability lie in any mental lack. I can be-
lieve this Bible to be true just as easily as I can believe any other
book to be true. So far as believing on Christ is an act of the mind,
I am just as able to believe on Christ as I am to believe on any
body else. Let his statement be but true, it is idle to tell me I can
not believe it. I can believe the statement that Christ makes as
Well as I can believe the statement of any other person. There
is no deficiency of faculty in the mind: It is capable of appreciat-
ing as a mere mental act the guilt of sin, as it is of appreciating
the guilt of assassination. It is just as possible for me to exercise
the mental idea of seeking God, as it is to exercise the thought of
ambition. I have all the mental strength and power that can pos-
sibly be needed, so far as mental power is needed in salvation at
all. Nay, there is not any man so ignorant that he can plead a lack
of intellect as an excuse for rejecting the gospel. The defect, then,
does not lie either in the body, or, what we are bound to call,
speaking theologically, the mind. It is not any lack or defici-
ency there, although it is the vitiation of the mind, the corruption
or the ruin of it, which, after all, is he very essence of man's in-
ability.

Permit me to show you wherein this inability of man really
does lie. It lies deep in his nature. Through the fall, and through
our own sin, the nature of man has become so debased, and de-
praved, and corrupt, that it is impossible for him to come to Christ
without the assistance of God and the Holy Spirit. Now, in trying
to exhibit how the nature of man thus renders him unable to
come to Christ, you must allow me just to take this figure. You
see a sheep; how willingly it feeds upon the herbage! You never
knew a sheep sigh after carrion; it could not live on lion's food.
Now bring me a wolf; and you ask mm,vhether a wolf can not eat
grass, whether it can be just as docile and just as domesticated as
the sheep. I answer no; because its nature is contrary thereunto.
You say, "Well, it has ears and legs; can it not hear the shepherd's
voice, and follow him whithersoever he leadeth it?" I answer,
certainly, there is no physical cause why it can not do so, but its
nature forbids, and therefore I say it can not do so. Can it not be
tamed? Can not its ferocity be removed? Probably it ma.y be so
far subdued that it may become apparently tame, but there will
always be a marked distinction between it and the sheep, because

there is a distinction in nature.
Now, the reason why man can not come to Christ, is not be-

cause he can not come, so far as his body or his mere power of

mind is concerned, but because his nature is so corrupt that he

has neither the will nor the power to come to Christ unless drawn

by the Spirit.
But let me give you a better illustration. You see a mother

with a babe in her arms. You put a knife into her hand, and tell

her to stab that babe to the heart. She replies, and very truth-

fully, "I can not." Now, as far as .her bodily power is concerned,

she can, if she pleases; there is the knife, and there is the child.

The child can not resist, and she has quite sufficient strength

in her hand immediately to stab it to its heart. But she is quite

correct when she says she can not do it. As a mere act of the mind,

it is quite possible she might think of such a thing as killing the

child, and yet she says she can not think of such a thing; and she

does not say falsely, for her nature as a mother forbids her doing

a thing from which her soul revolts. Simply because she is that

child's parent she feels she can not kill it.
It is even so with a sinner. Corning to Christ is so obnoxious

to human nature that, although, so far as physical and mental

forces are concerned (and these have but a very narrow sphere

in salvation) men could come if they would: it is strictly cor-

ect to say that they can not and will not unless the Father who

hath sent Christ doth draw them. Let us enter a little more deeply

into the subject, and try to show you wherein this inability of

man consists, in its more minute particulars.

1. First, it lies in the obstinacy of the human will. "Oh!" saith

the Arminian, "men may be saved if they will." We reply, "My
dear sir, we all believe that; but it is just the if they will that
is the difficulty. We assert that no man will come to Christ un-
less he be drawn; nay, we do not assert it, but Christ Himself
declares it — 'Ye will not come unto me that ye might have life,'
and as long as that 'ye will not come' stands on record in Holy
Scripture, we shall not be brought to believe in any doctrine of
the freedom of the human will."

It is strange how people, when talking about free-will, talk
of things which they do not at all understand. "Now," says one,

"I believe men can be saved if they will." My dear sir, that
is not the question at all. The question is, are men ever found nat-
urally willing to submit to the humbling terms of the gospel of

Christ? We declare, upon Scriptural authority that the human

will is so desperately set on mischief, so depraved, and so inclined
to everything that is evil and so disinclined to everything that is

good, that without the powerful, supernatural, irresistible influ-

ence of the Holy Spirit, no human will ever be constrained to-

ward Christ. You reply, that men sometimes are willing, with-

out the help of the Holy Spirit. I answer — Did you ever meet

with any person who was? Scores and hundreds, nay, thousands

of Christians have I conversed with, of difference opinions, young

and old, but it has never been my lot to meet with one who could

affirm that he came to Christ of himself, without being drawn.
The universal confession of all true believers is this— "I know
that unless Jesus Christ had sought me when a stranger wander-
nig from the fold of God, I would to this very hour have been
wandering far from Him, at a distance from Him, and loving that
distance well." With common consent, all believers affirm the
truth, that men will not come to Christ till he Father who hath
sent Christ doth draw them.

2. Again, not only is the will obstinate, but the understand-

ing is darkened. Of that we have abundant Scriptural proof. I am

not now making more assertions, but stating doctrines authorita-

tively taught in the Holy Scriptures, and known in the conscience

of every Christian man — that the understanding of man is so
dark, that he can not by any means understand the things of
God until his understanding has been opened. Man is by nature
blind within. The cross of Christ, so laden with glories, and glit-

tering with attractions, never attracts him, because he is blind
and cannot" see its beauties. Talk to him of the wonders of the

creation, show to him the many-colored arch that spans the sky,

let him behold the glories of a landscape, he is well able to see

all things; but talk to him of the wonders of the covenant
of grace, speak to him of the security of the believer in
Christ, tell him of the beauties of the person of the Redeemer,
he is quite deft to all your description; you are as one that playeth
a goodly tune, it is true; but he regards not, he is deft, he has
no comprehension.

Or, to return to the verse which we so specially marked in
our reading, "The natural man receiveth not the things of the
Spirit of God, for they are foolishness unto him: neither can be
know them because they are spiritually discerned;" and inasmuch
as he is a natural man, it is not in his power to discern the things
of God. "Well," says one, "I think I have arrived at a very tol-

erable judgment in matters of theology; I think I understand
almost every point." True, that you may do in the letter of it;
but in the spirit of it, in the true reception thereof into the soul,

and in he actual understanding of it, it is impossible for you to
have attained, unless you have been drawn by the Spirit. For
as long as that Scripture stands true, that carnal men can not re-
ceive spiritual things, it must be true that you have not received
them, unless you have been renewed and made a spiritual man in
Christ Jesus. The will, then, and the understanding, are two great
doors, beth blocked up against our coming to Christ, and until

these are opened by the sweet influences of the Divine Spirit,

they must be for ever closed to anything like coming to Christ.

3. Again, the 'affections, which constitute a very great part
of man, are depraved. Man, as he is, before he receives the grace
of God, loves anything and everything above spiritual things. If ye
want proof of this, look around you. There needs no monument to
the depravity of the human affections. Cast your eyes everywhere
—there is not a street, nor a house, nay, nor a heart, which doth
not bear upon it sad evidence of this dreadful truth. Why is it that
men are not found on the Sabbath Day universally flocking to
the house of God? Why are we not more constantly found read-
ing our Bibles? How is it that prayer is a duty almost univers-
ally neglected? Why is it that Christ Jesus is so little beloved?

Why are even his professed followers so cold in their affections to
Him? Whence arise these thigs? Assuredly, dear brethren, we
can trace them to no other source than this, the corruption and
vitiation of the affections. We love that which we ought to hate,
and we hate that which we ought to love. It is but human na-

ture, fallen human nature, that man should love this present life
(Continued on page four)
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better than the life to come. It is but the effect of the fall, that man
should love sin better than righteousness, and the ways of this
world better than the ways of God. And again, we repeat it, until
these affections be renewed, and turned into a fresh channel by
the gracious drawings of the Father, it is not possible for any
man to love the Lord Jesus Christ.

4. Yet once more — conscience, too, has been overpowered
by the fall. I believe there is no more egregious mistake made by
the divines, than when they tell people that conscience is the
vicegerent of God within the soul, and that it is one of those
powers which retains its ancient dignity, and stands erect amidst
the fall of its compeers. My brethren, when man fell in the garden,
manhood fell entirely; there was not on single pillar in the
temple of manhood that stood erect. It is true, conscience was not
destroyed. The pillar was not shattered; it fell, and it fell in one
piece, and there it lies along, the mightiest remnant of God's
once perfect work in man. But that conscience is fallen, I am
sure.

Look at men. Who among them is the possessor of a "good
conscience toward God," but the regenerated man? Do you imagine
that if men's consciences always spoke loudly and clearly to them,
they would live in the daily commission of acts, which are as op-
posed to the right as darkness to light? No, beloved; conscience can
tell me that I am a sinner, but conscience cannot make me feel that
I am one. Conscience may tell me that such and such a thing is
wrong, but how wrong it is conscience itself does not know. Did
any man's conscience, unenlightened by the Spirit, ever tell him
that his sins deserved damnation? Or if conscience did do that did
it ever lead any man to feel an abhorrence of sin as sin? In fact,
did conscience ever bring a man to such a self-renunciation, that
he did totally abhor himself and all his works and come to Christ?
No, conscience although it is not dead is ruined, its power is
impaired, it hath not that clearness of eye and that strength of
hand, and that thunder of voice, which it had before the fall; but
hath ceased to a great degree, to exert its supremacy in the town
of Mansoul. Then, beloved, it becomes necessary for this very
reason, because conscience is depraved, that the Holy Spirit should
step in, to show us our need of a Saviour, and draw us to the
Lord Jesus Christ.

"Still," says one, "as far as you have hitherto gone, it ap-
pears to me that you -consider that the reason why men do not
come to Christ is that they will not, rather than they cannot."
True, most true. I believe the greatest reason of man's inability
is the obstinacy of his will. That once overcome, I think the
great stone is rolled away from the sepulchre, and the hardest
part of the battle is already won. But allow me to go a little
further. My text does not say, "No man will come," but it says, "No
man can come." Now, many interpreters believe that the cam here,
is but a strong expression conveying no more meaning than the
word will. I feel assured that this is not correct. There is in man,
not only unwillingness to be saved, but there is a spiritual power-
lessness to come to Christ; and this I will prove to every Chris-
tian at any rate.

Beloved, I speak to you who have already been quickened by
the divine grace, does not your experience teach you that there
are times when you have a will to serve God, and yet have not
the power? Have you not sometimes been obliged to say that you
have wished to believe, but you have had to pray, "Lord, help
mine unbelief?" Because, although willing enough to receive
God's testimony, your own carnal nature was too strong for
you, and you felt you needed supernatural help. Are you able to
go into your room at any hour you choose, and to fall upon
your knees and say, "Now, it is my will that I should be very
earnest in prayer, and that I should draw near unto God?" I
ask, do you find your power equal to your will? You could say,
even at the bar of God Himself, that you are sure you are not mis-
taken in your willingness; you are willing to be wrapt up in de-
votion, it is your will that your soul should not wander from a
pure contemplation of the Lord Jesus Christ, but you find that
you can not do that, even when you are willing', without the help
of the Spirit.

Now, if the quickened child of God finds a spiritual inability,
how much more the sinner who is dead in trespasses and sin?
If even the advanced Christian, after thirty or forty years, finds
himself sometimes willing and yet powerless — if such be his
experience — does it not seem more than likely that the poor
sinner who has not yet believed, should find a need of strength as
well as a want of will?

But, again, there is another argument. If the sinner has
strength to come to Christ, I should like to know how we are to
understand those continual descriptions of the sinner's state which
we meet with in God's holy Word? Now, a sinner is said to be
dead in trespasses and sins. Will you affirm that death implies
nothing more than the absence of a will? Surely a corpse is quite
as unable as unwilling.

Or Again, do not all men see that there is a distinction be-
tween will and power: might not that corpse be sufficiently
quickened to get a will and yet be so powerless that it could not
lift as much as its hand or foot? Have we never seen cases in
which persons have been just sufficiently re-animated to give
evidence of life, and have yet been so near death that they could
not have performed the slightest action? Is there not a clear dif-
ference between the giving of the will and the giving of power?
It is quite certain, however, that where the will is given, the
power will follow. Make a man willing, and he shall be made
powerful; for when God gives the will, he does not tantalize man
by giving him to wish for that which he is unable to do; never-

(Continued on page five)
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"Clouds" •
Our griefs are like the clouds—at times so black,

So heavy hanging in the sullen sky,
That only gloom and darkness mark their track,

And dismal grows our fairest destiny.

Our griefs are like the clouds—yet may it be
The sun shall shine upon the cloud, and then,

How wonderful the glorious tracery
Displayed in rainbow clouds to our ken!

Our griefs are like the clouds—inky as night,
Shadowy and fearful, threatening and malign,

Until God shines upon them with His light,
And then the colors of the 'rainbow shine.

--J. R. WAY.

How to Preach the Law
(Continued from page one)

this: "You should, indeed, be per-
fect; however, God does not de-
mand the impossible from us. Do
what you can in your weakness;
only be sincere in your intention!"
—I say, if you would speak thus,
you would be preaching a damn-
able doctrine; for that is a shame-
ful corruption of the Law. God
never spoke like that from Sinai.

Romans 7:14 the same apostle
writes: "We know that the Law
is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold
under sin." When a minister
preaches the Law, he must by all
-means bear in mind that the Law
is spiritual; it works on the spirit,
not on some member of the body;
it is directed to the spirit in man,
to his will, heart, and' affections.
That is the way it operates in
every instance. When the Law
says: "Thou shalt. not kill," that
sounds as if it applied only to the
hand. But it applies to the heart,
as we can see from the ninth and
the tenth commandments, which
prohibit evil desires of the heart.
A sermon on the Law which you

deliver from your pulpit, to be a
proper preaching of the Law, must
measure up to these requirements:
There is to be no ranting about
abominable vices that may be
rampant in the congregation. Con-
tinual ranting will "prove useless.
People may quit the practices that
have been reproved, but in two
weeks they will have relapsed in-
to their old ways. You must, in-
deed, testify with great earnest-
ness against transgressions of
God's commandments, but you
must also tell the people: "Even
if you were to quit your habitual
cursing, swearing, and the like,
that would not make you Chris-
tians, You might go to perdition
for all that. God is concerned
about the attitude of your heart."
You may explain this matter with
the utmost composure, but you
must state it quite plainly.

Let me illustrate. You may say:
"Listen; when God says: 'Thou
shalt not kill,' that does not mean
that you are no murderers when
your hand has slain no one, when
you have not assaulted any one
like a highway robber, nor put
his life in jeopardy. Do not think
that you have kept the fifth corn-
mandment if you have refrained
from such outward acts. By no
means; the Law aims at the heart,
at the spirit in man."

If you, say merely in passing:
"The Law is spiritual," the people
will not catch the drift of your
speech. You must explain this
matter to them quite thoroughly.
If you do this, you will be hand-
ling a sharp knife that cuts into
the life of people, and your hear-
ers will go home dazed. From the
effect of your preaching they will
go down on their knees at home
and make this self-confession: "I
am not as God would have me be.
I shall have to become a different
person."
Romans 3:20 we read: "By the

Law is the knowledge of sin." God
does not tell you to preach the
Law in order thereby to make
men godly. The Law makes no
one godly; but when it begins to
produce its proper effects, the
person who is feeling its power
begins to fume and rage against
God. He hates the preacher who
has shouted the Law into his
heart, and he „feels that he can-
not slip off its coils. Where this
has happened, you may hear peo-.
pie say: "We shall never again go
to that church. Why, that preach-
er strikes terror into my soul. I
prefer to attend the services of
the Rev. So-and-so. He makes you
feel good. While listening to him,
you discover what a good man
you really are."
Alas! in eternity these people

will wish to take revenge on the
preacher that preached them into
perdition.
There was nothing pleasant,

nothing comforting, at Sinai. On
the previous day, Moses had an-
nounced to the people that God
was going to come to them. He
did come with thunder and light-
ning. At early dawn a terrible
tempest swept up from the hori-
zon. Finally, the mountain began
to quake, and the people were
thrown into a still greater fright

TOR IF NE ON MERIFORE
C41ALL MAKE YOU FREE, YE
NALL BE TREE INDEED.

by this trembling of the moun-
tain. Flames of fire shot skyward;
dense clouds of smoke began to
form. Suddenly a loud trumpet
began to blare terribly, hurling
its echoes like thunderclaps
through the valleys that start
from the sides of mountain and
causing every one to shake with
dread.
But the climax of this terrible

phenomenon came when the peo-
ple heard the voice of Jehovah
reciting to them the Ten Com-
Mandments with their regular re-
frain of Thou shalt! Thou shalt!
Thou shalt! Moreover, the Speak-
er tells them: "I, the Lord. thy
God, am a jealous God, visiting
the iniquities of the fathers upon
the children," etc. (Ex. 20:5). Ev-
erywhere in the camp of Israel
people went to pieces from dread
and fright.
Do you think that the coming

of this terrible tempest just on
that day was an accident? Did not
Moses have to set up a barrier
around the mountain already on
the preceding day lest anybody
approach the mountain? Did he
not issue a warning to the people
telling them that they would drop
dead if they crossed the barrier?
In the wild tumult of the next
day the people understood the
truth of the warning; for no one
could have come out alive from
that fearful commotion. Only
Moses was permitted to approach
the mountain, under the protec-
ting hand of God.

By this spectacle God has in-
dicated to us how we are to
preach the Law. True, we cannot
reproduce the thunder and light-
ning of that day, except in a
spiritual way. If we do, it will be
a salutary sermon when the peo-
ple sit in their pews and the
preacher begins to preach the
Law in its fulness and to expound
its spiritual meaning. There may
be many in the audience who will
say to themselves, "If that man is
right, I am lost."

Some, indeed, may say: "That is
not the way for an evangelical
minister to preach." But it cer-
tainly is; he could not be an
evangelical preacher if he did not
preach the Law thus. The Law
must precede the preaching of the
Gospel, otherwise the latter will
have no effect. First comes Moses,
then Christ; or: first John the
Baptist, the forerunner, then
Christ.
At first the people will exclaim,

How terrible is all this! But pres-
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ently the preacher, with shinilli
eyes, passes over to the Gospel,
and then the hearts of people all
cheered. They see the object of the

preacher's preceding remarks: he
wanted to make them see he4,1
awfully contaminated with sily;
they were and how sorely thd!
needed the Gospel.

For your catechizing you m1.151
adopt the same method. When e'
plaining the Law, do not mingle
Gospel elements with your Ca'
techization, except in the cory
elusion. Even little children halre i
to pass through these experience5!
of anguish and terror in the pr's1
ence of the Law. The reason Will
so many imagine that they call
pass for really good Christians i5
because their parents reared the
to be self-righteous Phariseesj
they never made them aware (3/
the fact that they are poor, nliS'
erable sinners. A person may hale,
fallen into, the most dreadful s1t15'1
but if he has been brought UP
properly, he says to himself wi01
he hears the Law preached: "Sure:
ly_ I am an awful sinner!"
Pharisee who hears the same Se
mon may not repeat that confee:
fession, though he may have fair
en into far greater sins.

(The foreging article is taken from tt,
book, LAW AND GOSPEL, 426 p097,11
$3.00. This is a very helpful volume
this subject, and with but few 
tions, we endorse 
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"John's Baptism"
(Continued from page one)

false teachers, and there he,
crept in false prophets from othe'
places. Listen:
"For there are certain riles/

crept in unawares, who were De'
fore of old ordained to this ‘02....,/r
demnation, ungodly men, turnwr
the grace of our God into lascil_:;
ousness, and denying the OrPAI
Lord God, and,. our Lord Jes'
Christ."—Jude 1:4.
I have taken time to read theSee

verses in order that you might 5 01
that when Jesus started 11 t •
church, while it was a perfeel
church from the standpoint of th't

pastor, it was an imperfecof
church from the standpoint
every one of the members. EvZ
in that very first church Iff

treasurer himself was a devil, Oil
Judas Iscariot was called a de/
by our Lord. • d
The Apostle Paul

apostasy would begin, that Ole'
Aoc'would creep in with false A

trines, and what was propheslr",,
in his day had already come t;
pass in the day of Jude just
few years later. Beloved, 

est

was true in Jude's day has P74
come continually more and Trley
true down through the Yeeli
What was true in the day of
(Continued on page 5, co1uT4V-Y
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The Four Anchors

is the preacher's business lo make sinners uncomforiable.

"They cast four anchors out of the stern, and wished
 for

the day."—Acts 27:20.

The night is dark, but God, my God,

Is here and in command;

And sure am I, when morning breaks,

I shall be "at the land."

And since I know the darkness is

To Him as sunniest day,

I'll cast the anchor Patience out,

And wish, but wait, for day.

Fierce drives the storm, but winds and waves

Within His hand are held;

And trusting in Omnipotence,

My fears are sweetly quelled.

If wreck'd, I'm in His faithful grasp,

I'll trust Him, though He slay;

So letting go the anchor Faith,
I'll wish, but wait, for day.

Still seem the moments drear, long?

I rest upon the Lord;
I muse on His "eternal years,"

And feast upon His word;

His promises, so rich and great,
Are my support and stay;

I'll drop the anchor Hope ahead,
And wish, but wait, for day.

0 wisdom infinite! 0 light
And love supreme, divine!

How, can I feel one fluttering doubt
In hands so dear as Thine?

I'll lean on Thee, my Best-beloved,
My heart on Thy heart lay;

And casting out the anchor love,
I'll wish, and wait, for day.

—Author Unknown

"John's Baptism"

(Continued from page four)
Which he foresaw, and what had

become a reality in the day of

-Jude, that was only the beginning,
the first step of what we have by
-way of apostasy in the world at
-this present time.

Take for example the doctrine

•of baptism. There was a time
jWhen Baptist people, both the
-Nothern Baptist Convention and
-the Southern Baptist Convention,
spurned with a holy hatred alien
immersion. I say, beloved, 'there
Was a time when Northern Bap-
list churches and Southern Bap-
list churches said "no" to any in-
,dividual who wanted to unite
With them who had not received

"-Baptist baptism.

A few years passed in the his-
tory of our nation and the North-
tern churches began to compro-
-rnise and accept- the immersion
of Campbellites and Congrega-
tionalists and others. What was
true in the North has now come
to be true in a great measure in
the South, so that today all over
America, Baptist people are not
talking in terms of Baptist bap-
tism; they now talk in terms of
..believer's baptism, which allows
them- to take the immersion of

anybody and everybody. It
makes no difference to the ma-
jority of churches so long as the
individual says that he has been
immersed. They will take him
face value, full value, into the
membership thereof.

It want you to notice also that
there was a time in both North
and South when a Baptist church
would not have thought of taking
a man who was sprinkled into
the membership of their church.
Would you believe me today that
for the past fifty years there have
been Baptist churches all over
America who have accepted
sprinkling for baptism?

I remember when I was pastor
in Cincinnati that the Associated
Press carried a news dispatch
telling of a church in California
that it\ was going to accept
sprinkling for baptism hence-
forward. They gave the name
of the pastor and I wrote him.
I got a reply from him, and he
said, "We figure this, if a man
is satisfied with his sprinkling,
we are not going to set up bap-
tism by immersion as a standard
to keep a good man out of our
church." This was as if to say,
it doesn't make any difference
what the Word of God says, we
are going to take people into the
fellowship of our church if they

Air outlawing „
gite Bible Away/

•

We pride ourselves in
... the possession of the '
Bible, and still that
precious Book which has

, meant so much to us in
years gone by is neglected

; today and unread in many
homes throughout the
land. t t

um n fini?

are satisfied with what they have.

Now that is apostasy. That is
rank apostasy of the. worst type.
When churches come to the place
that they will accept anybody's
immersion— when they will ac-
cept alien immersion as vaild
baptism, that is bad. When they
get to the place that they will
accept sprinkling for baptism,
that is worse. But I will go a step
further, it has gotten to the place
in America now that a great num-
ber of churches will accept an in-
dividual whether he has any kind
of baptism at all, or whether he
has no baptism in any wise at all.
I say to you, beloved, you can
across the Ohio River, you can go
beyond the Mason and Dixon line,
you can go north and you can
find many churches where that
if you don't want to be baptized,
they will take you irrespective of
the fact that you have never been
baptized.

A few years ago John Jr. took
a vacation trip to the state of
Maine. On his way, he stopped
at a church in Worcester, Mass.,
and he sent me a bulletin of this
particular Baptist church. I can't
quote it exactly, but in substance
they said: "We accept anybody
regardless of what his creed, may
be and irrespective of baptism.
Or if he has no baptism at all
and does not wish to submit to
baptism, we will accept him on
those terms."

Now, beloved, I say to you, it
is bad enough when churches ac-
cept alien immersion, it is still
worse when they accept sprin-
kling for valid baptism, but it is
infinitely far worse when a
church, called by the name Bap-
tist, gets to the place that it says,
"If you don't want baptism, we
will take you anyhow. Come on;
we will accept you whether you
have had baptism or not; and if
you don't want it, we will take•
you into our fellowship anyway."

I say to you, beloved, that is
apostasy so far as baptism is con-
cerned, and in view of that fact I
have been thinking a great deal
recently concerning baptism, I
wish that I had the power to turn
people back to the day of John
the Baptist, I have been think-
ing how I wish I could lift
my voice ten thousand times over
to cause people to turn back to
the doctrines that were held in
the days of John the Baptist and
the Lord Jesus Christ. I don't
know how many people will read
this message as it is printed in
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER or as
it is preached over the radio, but
I know one thing, if I could I
would like to shout this message
around the world, that men
might know in the face of apos-
tasy today, just what John's bap-
tism really was.

I.

JOHN'S BAPTISM WAS
CHRISTIAN BAPTISM.

A lot of people will tell you
that John's baptism was not
Christian baptism. The fact of the
matter is, a great preponderant
number of Baptist churches will
tell you that the baptism of John
the Baptist wasn't Scriptural bap-
tism.

I was talking to a man some-
time ago who was a Baptist
preacher and he tried to tell me
that they didn't have Christian
baptism until the day of Pente-
cost. All I have .to say is this,
the baptism or John the Baptist
was good enough for the Lord
Jesus Christ Himself. The bap-
tism of John the Baptist was good
enough for all twelve of the apos-
tles of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
baptism of John the Baptist was
good enough for all the seventy
that Jesus sent out, when He sent
them out to witness in the places
whither He Himself would come.
The baptism of John the Baptist
was good enough whereby that
when they started to choose a
successor for Judas who had fall-
en by the wayside that one of
the characteristics that they de-
manded of him was that he had
to have the baptism of John the
Baptist:

"Beginning from the baptism of
John, unto the same day that he
was taken up from us, must one
(Continued on page 6, column 3)
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theless he makes such division between the will and the power,
that it shall be seen that both things are quite distinct gifts of
the Lord God.

Then I must ask one more question: if all that were needed
to make a man willing, do you not at once degrade the Holy
Spirit? Are we not in the habit of giving ail the glory of salva-
tion wrought in us to God the Spirit? But now, if all that God the
Spirit does for me is to make me willing to do these things for
myself, am I not in a great measure a sharer with the Holy Spirit
in the glory? and may I not boldly stand up and say, "It is true
the Spirit gave me the will to do it, but still I did it myself, and
and therein will I glory; for if I did these things myself without
assistance from on high, I will not cast my crown at His feet; it
is my own crown, I earned it, and I will keep it." Inasmuch as
the Holy Spirit is evermore in Scripture set forth as the per-
son who worketh in us to will and to do of His own good pleas-
ure, we hold it to be a legitmate inference that He must do
something more for us than the mere making of us willing, and
that therefore there must be another thing besides want of will in
a sinner — there must be absolute and actual want of power.

Now, before I leave this statement, let me address myself to
you for a moment. I am often charged with preaching doctrines
that may do a great deal of hurt. Well, I shall not deny the charge,
for I am not careful to answer in this matter. I have my witnesses
here present to prove that the things which I have preached have
done a great deal of hurt, but they have not done hurt either to
morality or to God's church; the hurt has been on the side of
Satan. There are not ones or twos, but many hundreds who this
morning rejoice that :they have been brought near to God; from
having been profane Sabbath-breakers, drunkards, or worldly
persons, they have been brought to know and love the Lord
Jesus Christ; and if this be any hurt, may God of His infinite
mercy send us a thousand times as much.

But further, what truth is there in the world which will not
hurt a man who chooses to make hurt of it? You who preach
general redemption, are very fond of proclaiming the great
truth of God's mercy to the last moment. But how dare you preach
that? Many people make hurt of it by putting off the day of
grace, and thinking that the last hour may do as well as the
first. Why, if we never preached anything which man could mis-
use, and abuse, we must hold our tongues forever. Still says
one, "Well, then, if I can not save myself, and can not
come to Christ, I must sit still and do nothing." If men do say so,
on their own heads shall be their doom. We have very plainly
told you that there are many things you can do. To be found

continually in the house of God is in your power; to study the

Word of God with diligence is in your power; to renounce your

outward sin, to forsake the vices in which you indulge, to make

your life honest, sober, and righteous, is in your power. For this

you need no help from the Holy Spirit; all this you can do your-

self; but to come to Christ truly is not in your power, until you

are renewed by tile Holy Ghost.
But mark you, your want of power is no excuse, seeing that

you have no desire to come, and are living in willful rebellion

against God. Your want of power lies mainly in the obstinacy of
nature. Suppose a liar says that it is not in his power to speak
the truth, that he has been a liar so long, that he can not leave
it off; is that an excuse for him? Suppose a man who has long

indulged in lust should tell you that he finds his lusts have so
girt about him like a great iron net that he can not get rid of them,

would yr?u take that as an excuse? Truly it is none at all. If a

drunkard has become so foully a drunkard, that he finds it im-

possible to pass a public-house without stepping in, do you there-

fore excuse him? No, because his inability to reform lies in hi;

nature which he has no desire to restrain or conquer. The thing

that is done, and the thing that causes the thing that is done,

being both from the root of sin, are two evils which can not excuse

each other. What though the Ethiopian cannot change his skin, nor

the leopard his spots? It is because you have learned to do evil

that you can not now learn to do well; and instead, therefore,

of letting you sit down to excuse yourselves, let me put a thunder-

bolt beneath the seat of your sloth, that you may be startled by

it and arroused.

Remember, that to sit still is to be damned to all eternity. Oh!

that God the Holy Spirit might make use of this truth in a very

different manner! Before I have done I trust that I shall be en-

abled to show you how it is that this truth, which apparently

'condemns men and shuts them out, is, after all, the great truth,

which has been blessed to the conversion of men.

II. Our second point is THE FATHER'S DRAWINGS. "No man can

come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him."

How then does the Father draw men? Arminian divines gen-

erally say that God draws men by the preaching of the gospel.

Very true; the preaching of the gospel is the instrument of draw-

ing men, but there must be something more than this. Let me ask,

to whom did Christ address these words? Why, to the people of

Capernaum, where he had often preached, where he had ut-

tered mournfully and plaintively the woes of the law and the

invitations of the gospel. In that city He had done many mighty

works and worked many miracles. In fact, such teaching arid such

miraculous attestation had He given to them, that He declared

that Tyre and Sidon would have repented long ago in sackcloth

and ashes, if they had been blessed with such privileges. Now, if

the preaching of Christ Himself did not avail to the enabling these

men to come to Christ, it can not be possible that all that was in-

tended by the drawing of the Father was simply preaching.

No, brethren, you must note again, he does not say no man

can come except the minister draw him, but except the Father

draw him. Now there is such a thing as being drawn by the gospel,

and drawn by the minister, without being drawn by God. Clear-

ly, it is a divine drawing that is meant, •a drawing by the Most

High God — the First Person of the most glorious Trinity send-

ing out the Third Person, the Holy Spirit, to induce men to come

to Christ.
Another person turns round and says with a sneer, "Then

do you think that Christ drags men to Himself, seeing that they

are unwilling!" I remember meeting once with a man who said

to me, "Sir, you preach that Christ takes people by the hair of

their heads, and drags them to Himself." I asked him whether

he could refer to the date of the sermon wherein I preached that

extraordinary doctrine, for if he could, I should be very much

obliged. However, he could not. But, said I, while Christ does not

drag people to Himself by the hair of their heads, I believe that

He draws them by the heart quite as powerfully as your carica-

ture would suggest. Mark that in the Father's drawing there is

no compulsion whatever; Christ never compelled any man to

come to Him against his will. If a man be unwilling to be saved,

Christ does not save him against his will.
(Continued on page six)
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How, then, does the Holy Spirit draw him? Why, by making

him willing. It is true He does not use "moral suasion;" He knows
a nearer method of reaching the heart. He goes to the secret foun-
tain of the heart, and He knows how, by some mysterious opera-
tion, to turn the will in an opposite direction, so that, as Ralph
Erskine paradoxically puts it, the man is saved "with full consent
against his will;" that is, against his old will he is saved. But he
is saved with full consent, for he is made willing in the day of
God's power. Do not imagine that any man will go to Heaven
kicking and struggling all the way against the hand that draws
him. Do not conceive than any man will be plunged in the bath
of a Saviour's blood while he is striving to run away from
the Saviour. Oh, no. It is quite true that first of all man is
unwilling to be saved. When the Holy Spirit hath put His influ-
ence into the heart, the text is fulfilled — "draw me and I will
run after thee." We follow on while He draws us, glad to obey
the voice which once we had despised. But the gist of the matter
lies in the turning of the will. How that is done no flesh know-
eth; it is one of those mysteries that is clearly perceived as a fact,
but the cause of which no tongue can tell and no heart can guess.
The apparent way however in which the Holy Spirit operates,

we can tell. The first thing the Holy Spirit does when He comes
into a man's heart is this: He finds him with a very good opinion
of himself: and there is nothing which prevents a man coming to
Christ like a good opinion of himself. Why, says man, "I don't
Want to come to Christ. I have as good a righteousness as anybody
call desire. I feel I can walk into Heaven on my own rights." The
Holy Spirit lays bare his heart, lets him see the loathsome cancer
that is there eating way his life, uncovers to him all the black-
ness and defilement of that sink of hell, the human heart, and
then the man stands aghast. "I never thought I was like this. Oh!
those sins I though were little, have swelled out to an immense
stature. What I thought was a mole hill, has grown into a moun-
tain: it was but the hyssop on the wall before, but now it has be-
come a cedar of Lebanon. "Oh," saith the man within himself, "I
will try and reform; I will do good deeds enough to wash these
black deeds out." Then comes the Holy Spirit and shows him that
he can not do this, takes away all his fancied power and strength,
so that the man falls down on his knees in agony and cries, "Oh!
once I thought I could save myself by my good works, but now
I find that

"Could my tears forever flow
Could my zeal no respite know,
All for sin could not atone,
Thou must save and thou alone."

Then the heart sinks, and the man is ready to despair. And
saith he, "I never can be saved. Nothing can save me." Then comes
the Holy Spirit, and shows the sinner the cross of Christ, gives him
eyes anointed with Heavenly eye-salve, and says, "Look to yonder
cross, that man dies to save sinners; you feel that you are a sin-
ner; He died to save you." And He enables the heart to believe,
and to come to Christ. And when it comes to Christ, by this sweet
drawing of the Spirit, it finds "a peace with God which passeth all
understanding, which keeps his heart and mind through Jesus
Christ our Lord."

Now, you will plainly perceive that all this may be done with-
out any compulsion. Man is as much drawn willingly, as if he were
not drawn at all; and he comes to Christ with full consent, with
as full a consent as if no secret influence had ever been exercised
in his heart. But the influence must be exercised or else there
never has been and there never will be, any man who either
can or will come to the Lord Jesus Christ.

III. And, now, we gather up our ends, and conclude by trying to
make a PRACTICAL APPLICATION of the doctrine; and we trust
a comfortable one.

"Well," says one, "if what this man preaches be true, what
is to become of my religion? for do you know I have been a long
while trying, and I do not like to hear you say a man cannot
save himself. I believe he can, and I mean to persevere; but if I am
to believe what you say, I must give it all up and begin agairi."

My dear friends, it will be a very happy thing if you do.
Do not think that I shall be at all alarmed if you do so. Remember,
what you are doing is building your house upon the sand, and it
is but an act of charity if I can shake it a little for you. Let me
assure you, in God's name, if your religion has no better founda-
tion than your own strength, it will not stand you at the bar of
God. Nothing will last to eternity, but that which came from
eternity. Unless the everlasting God has done a good work in
your heart, all you may have done rfiust be unravelled at the last
day of account. It is all in vain for you to be a church-goer, a good
keeper of the Sabbath, an observer of your prayers; it is all in vain
for you to be honest to your neighbors and reputable in your
conversation, if you hope to be saved by these things, it is all in
vain for you to trust in them. Go on; be as honest as you like, keep
the Sabbath perpetually, be as holy as you can. I would not dis-

., suade you from these things. God forbid; grow in them, but oh,
do not trust in them, for if you rely upon these things you will find
they will fail you when you need them most. And if there be
anything else that you have found yourself able to do unassisted by
divine grace, the sooner you can get rid of the hope that has
been engendered by it the better for you, for it is a foul delusion
to rely upon anything that flesh can do. A spiritual Heaven must
be inhabited by spiritual men, and preparation for it must be
wrought by the Spirit of God.

"Well," cries another, "I have been sitting under a ministry
where I have been told that I could, at my own option, repent and
believe, and the consequence is, that I have been putting it off
from day to day,. I thought I could come one day as well as an-
other; that I had only to say. 'Lord, have mercy upon me,' and be-
lieve, and then I should be saved. Now you have taken all this hope
away for me, sir; I feel amazement and horror taking hold upon
me." -04140

Again, I say, "My dear friend, I am very glad of it. This was
the effect which I hoped to produce. I pray that you may feel this
a great deal more. When you have no hope of saving yourself, I
I shall hope that God has begun to save you. As soon as you say,
"Oh, I can not come to Christ. Lord, draw me, help me,' I shall
rejoice over you. He who has got a will, though he has not power,
has grace begun in his heart, and God will not leave him until
the work is finished."

But, careless sinner, learn that thy salvation now hangs in
God's hand. Oh, remember thou art entirely in the hand of God.
Thou hast sinned against him, and if he wills to damn thee, damn-
ed thou art. Thou canst not resist His will nor thwart His purpose.
Thou hast deserved His wrath, and if He choose to pour the full
shower of that wrath upon thy head, thou canst do nothing to
avert it.

If, on the other hand, He choose to save thee, He is able to
save thee to the very uttermost. But thou liest as much in His

Neuberger Urges
Cigarettes, Alcohol
Fund To Battle
(Ashland Daily Independent)

WASHINGTON: A program of
federal aid to educate children
on the effects of tobacco and al-
cohol was proposed today by
Senator Richard L. Neuberger
(D.-Ore).
The program is needed, he said,

to combat "the constant torrent of
skillful advertising which seeks
to persuade young people to
embark upon the cigarette and
liquor habit."
In a speech accompanying in-

troduction of a bill to establish
such a program, Neuberger said
the country ,was flooded with to-
bacco advertising but "compara-
tively scant distribution" was giv-
en a warning by Dr. Leroy E.
Burney, U. S. surgeon general, on
the possible relationship between
smoking and lung cancer.

"It means that young Ameri-
cans are constantly beseeched—
by radio, television, signboards
and printed advertisements — to
commence upon a habit which the
U. S. Public Health Service be-
lieves may lead eventually to the
most dreadful disease which can
befall large numbers of people in
our modern state of medical
knowledge."
The Oregon senator—who nei-

ther smokes nor drinks — said
Congress wouldn't outlaw cigar-
ettes or their advertising "de-
spite their peril to health."
Therefore, he said, the schools

should be used to give facts on
tobacco and alcohol.
"We owe at least that much to

the health, tranquility and hap-
piness of the next generation of
Americans," he said.

Neuberger's bill would provide
matching funds to states for es-
tablishing school courses on the
effects of alcohol, tobacco or
"other potentially deleterious con-
summables." The bill mentions no
specific amount.

"John's Baptism"
(Continued from page five)

be ordained to be a witness with
us of his resurrection." — Acts
1:22.
Now, beloved, I say to you, if

the baptism of John the Baptist
were good enough for Jesus
Christ; if it were good enough for
the twelve apostles; if it were
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good enough for the seventy that
Jesus sent forth as apostles; if it
were good enough that the suc-
cesor of Judas Iscariot had to pos-
sess it, then pray tell me why it
wasn't mighty good Christian
baptism?

I'll go further and say that if
baptism of John the Baptist were
not Christian baptism, Jesus
Christ Himself didn't have Chris-
tian baptism, for the only baptism
He ever had was that adminis-
tered by John the Baptist. If the
baptism of John the Baptist were
not Christian baptism, then the
baptism of the twelve apostles
and the baptism of the seventy
apostles' was a false baptism, for
the only baptism that they had
was the baptism of John the Bap-
tist. If the baptism of John the
Baptist were not Christian bap-
tism, when they chose a succes-
sor for Judas Iscariot, when Ma-
thias was thus chosen, they chose

hand as the summer's moth beneath thine own finger. He is the
God whom thou art grieving every day. Doth it not make
thee tremble to think that thy eternal destiny now hangs upon
the will of Him whom thou hast angered and incensed? Does not
this make thy knees knock together, and thy blood to curdle? If it
does so, I rejoice, inasmuch as this may be the first effect of the
Spirit's drawing in thy soul. Oh, tremble to think that the God
whom thou hast angered, is the God upon whom thy salvation or
thy condemnation entirely depends. Tremble and "kiss the Son lest
he be angry, and ye perish from the way while his wrath is kindled
but a little."

Now, the comfortable reflection is this: — Some of you this
morning are conscious that you are coming to Christ. Have you
not begun to weep the penitential tear? Did.not your closet witness
your prayerful preparation for the hearing of the Word of God?
And during the service of this morning has not your heart said
within you, "Lord, save me, or I perish, for save myself I can
not?" And could you not now stand up in your seat, and sing,

"Oh, sovereign grace, my heart subdue
I would be led in triumph, too,
A willing captive of my Lord,
To sing the triumph of his Word."

And have I not Myself heard you say in your heart—"Jesus,
Jesus, my whole trust is in Thee; I know that no righteousness of
my own can save me, but only thou, 0 Christ — sink or swim, I cast
myself on thee?" 0, my brother, thou art drawn by the Fathe-r, for
thou couldst not have come unless He had drawn thee. Sweet
thought! And if He has-drawn thee, dost thou know what is the
delightful inference? Let me repeat one text, and may that com-
fort thee: "The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying, I have
loved with an everlasting love: therefore with loving kindness
have I drawn thee."

Yes, my poor weeping brother, inasmuch as thou art now com-
ing to Christ, God has drawn thee; and inasmuch as He has drawn
thee, it is a proof that He has loved thee from before the founda-
tion of the world. Let thy heart leap within thee, thou art one of
His. Thy name was written on the Saviour's hands when they were
nailed to the accursed tree. Thy name glitters on the breast-plate
of the great High Priest today; ay, and it was there before the day
star knew its place, or planets ran their round.

Rejoice in the Lord ye that have come to Christ, and shout for
joy all ye that have been drawn of the Father. For this is your
proof, your solemn testimony, that you from among men have
been chosen in eternal election, and that you shall be kept by the
power of God, though faith, unto the salvation which is ready to
be revealed.

(Taken from The New Park Street Pulpit, Vol. IV, pages 137-144).

a man without Christian baptism,
for the only baptism that he had
was the baptism of John the
Baptist.
I say in the light of these facts,

instead of acceding to and ac-
cepting what men may say, that
the baptism of John the Baptist
was not Christian baptism, I in-
sist that the only baptism
they had in the day of Jesus
Christ that was Christian baptism
was the baptism of John the Bap-
tist, and the only baptism that is
Christian baptism today is the
baptism that stems from John the
Baptist.

JOHN'S BAPTISM WAS FOR
SAVED PEOPLE ONLY.
We read concerning John the

Baptist:

"But when he saw many of the
Pharisees and Sadducees come to
his baptism, he said unto them, 0
generation of vipers, who hath
warned you to flee from the
wrath to come? BRING FORTH
THEREFORE FRUITS MEET
FOR REPENTANCE."—Matthew
3:7, 8.

Here comes a crowd of people
to John's baptism and he scrutin-
izingly looks them over and says
to them, "You look like a bunch
of snakes to me—a generation of
vipers." That doesn't sound much
(Continued on page 7, column 1)

PRAY FOR OTHERS

I cannot tell why there should
come to me

A thought of someone miles
and miles away.

In swift insistence on the mem-
ory—

Unless there be a need that I
should pray.

Too hurried oft are we to spare
a thought,
For days together, of some
friend away;

Perhaps God does it for us, and.
we ought

To read His signal as a call to
pray.

Perhaps, just then, my friend has
fiercer fight;

Some overwhelming sorrow, or
decay

Of courage; darkness; some lost
sense of right;

And so, in case he needs my
help, I pray.

Friend, do the same for me! If I,
unsought,
Intrude upon you, on some
crowded day,

Give me a moment's prayer, in
passing thought;

Be very sure, I need it; there-.
fore, pray.

—Marianne Farningham
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"John's Baptism" 0.

(Continued from page six)
like the average evangelist today
Who says, "Now you come with
me and you can join the church
of your choice." That doesn't
sound much like the easy way men
have today to get people into the
church. When John looked at
them he didn't care for numbers.
1-le didn't care about how many
Were reported being saved in his
revival meetings. Instead, he said,
"If you want me to baptize you,
then you show that you have
been saved. Bring forth there-
fore fruits meet for repentance."
Beloved, John's baptism was

for saved people only. He never
baptized people in order to have
a big crowd to report in a de-
nominational paper so that he
would get an invitation from
Other big churches. He wasn't
concerned about numbers. The
only thing that John the Baptist
Was concerned about was this—
if he baptized you, you must be a
saved person.
Beloved, that is the tenor of all

the Scriptures. We have no busi-
ness in this world ever baptizing
anybody who does not evidence
salvation.
The Lord Jesus Christ, in giving

the Great Commission, said that
before we are to baptize anybody,
we are to teach or disciple him,
for He said:
"Go ye therefore, and TEACH

all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit"—
Matthew 28:19.

Brother, sister, before an indi-
vidual is a candidate for baptism,
first of all he ought to be taught
the first principles of the doc-
trines of Jesus Christ. If he
doesn't know Jesus as his Saviour,
he has absolutely no business in
this world being baptized. That
is the teaching of all the Word
Of God.

If you will turn to the nine-
teenth chapter of the book of Acts
You will learn when the Apostle
Paul came to Ephesus, he found
twelve men that were unsaved.
They had been baptized already,
but they were not saved. We
read:

"He said unto them, Have ye
received the Holy Spirit since ye
believed? And they said unto him.
We have not so much as heard
Whether there be any Holy
Spirit."—Acts 19:2.

Beloved, these men not only
didn't possess the Holy Spirit, but
they didn't know that first thing
about the Holy Spirit. They were
nnsaved individuals. They had
been baptized, or dipped in wa-
ter, but they were unsaved. When
the Apostle Paul got through
talking to them, they came to a
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ
and were then Scripturally bap-
tized.
I tell you, beloved, nobody has

anv right to ever be baptized
tIntil he first of all has become a
child of the living God.

Several Back Issues
Available

We printed several extra copies
of recent issues of TBE and these
are available free of charge to
,an37 one who wishes to use them.
ihe issues available and some of
the feature articles they contain
are as follows:

March 22—
The Bible's Teaching Concern-

ing Separation From Those Who
Are in Doctrinal Error.
Preaching Missions.
The Infallibility of God's Pur-

P°se (Spurgeon).
. John R. Rice Reviewed (fifth
Installment).

March 29—

Saved,
An Exposition of II Peter 2.
No Spiritual Unity Apart From

S
"oetrinal Oneness (Boyce Taylor,r.).

Election (Spurgeon).
John R. Rice Reviewed (sixth

installment).

APril 5--
Come to Christ.
Election and Missions.
Protestant Denomination with
atholic Tactics (on Campbellism)

-When therefore the Lord knew
how the Pharisees had heard that
Jesus MADE and BAPTIZED
more disciples than John (though
Jesus himself baptized not, but
his disciples)."—John 4:1.

Notice that this says "Jesus
made and baptized more disci-
ples than John." The making of
disciples is one thing; the bap-
tizing is anothEr act. I tell you,
beloved, no man has any right to
be baptized until first of all he
has become a believer in the Lord
Jesus Christ.
I do not believe in baptizing

seekers. I do not believe in bap-
tizing probationers. I do not be-
lieve in baptizing unsaved people.
I do not believe in baptizing the
individual who wants to be saved.
I believe that it is our business
to wait until the Spirit of God
kills a man to sin and makes him
alive to Jesus Christ. Then, be-
loved, he is a fit subject for the
ordinance of baptism.
John's baptism, I say, was a

baptism in behalf of saved peo-
ple only,

JOHN'S BAPTISM WAS IN
WATER.

"And Jesus, when he was bap-
tized, WENT UP STRAIGHT-
WAY OUT OF THE WATER:
and, lo, the heavens were opened
unto him, and he saw the Spirit
of God descending like a dove,
and lighting upon him." — Mat-
thew 3:16.

"And there went out unto him
all the land of Judea, and they
of Jerusalem, and were all BAP-
TIZED OF HIM IN THE RIVER
JORDAN, confessing their sins."
—Mark 1:5.

You will notice, beloved, that
John's baptism was in water and
not with water.

Just a few Sundays ago on the
so-called Easter Sunday, a lot of
people submitted to what they
thought was baptism. I was talk-
ing to one man the week follow-
ing Easter, and he told me how
that he had been baptized on
Easter Sunday. I knew he hadn't
been baptized. I knew that he
had been sprinkled and truly de-
ceived. I said to him, "Do you
mean to say that you went down
into the water; that you were
baptized in water?" He said, "Oh,
no, they sprinkled me." I said,
"Then you weren't baptized in
water; you were sprinkled with
water."
Now, beloved, the baptism of

John the Baptist was in water.
Notice that it says that they
"were all baptized of him in the
river Jordan." That is plain
enough for me. When anybody
comes along and talks about be-
ing sprinkled, he hasn't had, bap-
tism. He has just had a dry clean-
ing, and a mighty poor job at
that.

Listen again:

"And John also was baptizing
in Aenon near Salim, because
there was MUCH WATER there:
and they came, and were hap-
tized."—John 3:23.

by Hallford.
The Work of the Holy Spirit

(Mason).
John R. Rice on Spurgeon.
Readers Comment on Rice.

April 12—

The One End of Arminian The-
ology.

Five Centuries of Prophecies
Fulfilled in One Day.
The Unpardonable Sin.
Some False Notions As to God's

Spirit (Mason).
Election: Its Evidences and De-

fences (Spurgeon).

April 26—

Sins Against the Spirit of God
(Mason).
The Troubled Sea (Shafer).
The Indignation of God.
Rice Compared with Arminius

& Co.
Particular Redemption (Spur-

geon).

May 28—

The Law and the Gospel.
The Word "World."
Why Baptists Do Not Regard

Protestant Bodies As Being New
Testament Churches.
Devices of the Devil (Mason).
Ambassadors.
Prevenient Grace (Spurgeon).

SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON — OUTLINE AND NOTES BY JOHN R. GILPIN

LESSON FOR SUNDAY, JUNE 15, 1958

The Book Of I Samuel
DAVID'S CHARACTER REVEALED  
MEMORY VERSE: "For the wages of sin is

death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord."—Rom. 6:23.

I. David Spared Saul Again. I Sam. 26:1-25.

For a short time after David showed mercy to

Saul at En-Gedi (chapter 24), David was in com-

parative safety. Then David's hiding place was told
to Saul by the Ziphites. Saul forgetful of his for-
mer promises to David, goes out to seek David's
life. David and his faithful servant. Abishai, came
to spy out Saul's camp. It was easy to mark Saul,
for according to the Oriental custom; the King
slept with his spear stuck in the ground (v. 7).
Abishai wished to slay Saul at once, but David
was unwilling to take the case out of God's hands.
Accordingly, he carried away Saul's spear and
cruise of water. Cf. Rom. 12:19, 20.

Even though Saul was not right, David recog-
ized Saul as chosen. It was the office which David
respected. This ought to be a lesson to all people.
People should respect their rulers, whether of
their choice or not. If there is anyone thing that
will damn this nation it is lack of respect for auth-
ority. Christian people should respect the office of
pastor. They may not like his personality, but they
should respect his office because the office is
sacred and holy.

David was far-sighted enough to see what God
would do with Saul. He named three probable
things which might happen to Saul, (v 10) name-
ly:

1. The Lord shall smite him, or, 2. His day
shall come to die, or, 3. He shall descend into battle

  1 Samuel 26, 27

and perish. The third thing which David named

was what happened to Saul. Just let the enemies

of God, the Bible and a Bible program go, God

will call a halt. Men cannnot defy God and get
by with it.
We notice that a deep sleep from the Lord had

fallen upon Saul's camp, rendering them powerless
to prosecute their plans against the people of God.

God was in their sleep. Again, we say, the Lord
cares for his own.

When David, called to Saul, the latter promised
him safety (v. 21). However, no confidence can be
placed in a man who has continued to violate his
most sacred obligations. In pronouncing a blessing
upon David, Saul uttered a great prophecy as to
David's future (v. 25).

II. David's Lapse Of Faith. I Sam. 27:1-12.

Even though God had protected David thus
far, David's faith grew weak, and he departed to
dwell with the Philistines. This departure came
from a heart that had lost sight of the all-suf-
ficiency of God.

David had won many victories over the Philis-
tines. He had even slain their champion, Goliath.
Now he seeks refuge with them. How humiliating.

In departing to the Philistines, David was for-
getting God and was trusting the arm of flesh.
Many of us have done likewise. We have fallen
in the same manner. Our faith for the time has
failed like David's of old.

David dwelt with the Philistines for a year and
four months (v. 7). This shows us how long a
course of departure from God may continue.

Why were they baptizing in
that particular spot? Because
there was much water there.
I ask you, does the baptism of

Catholics, which is pouring, re-
quire much water? No, beloved;
just enough in a glass to pour a
few drops on a man's head. I ask
you, does the sprinkling of the
Methodists and the Presbyterians
require much water? No, beloved,
only a few drops to be sprinkled
upon the individual. The kind of
baptizing that John the Baptist
did though required much water.

I say to you then that John's
baptism was not only a baptism
for saved people, but it was a
baptism in -water and not with
water.

IV.

JOHN'S BAPTISM WAS WITH
HEAVENLY AUTHORITY.

The only man that ever had
authority from God to baptize
was John the Baptist. Listen:
"And I knew him not: but HE

THAT SENT ME TO BAPTIZE
WITH (Greek: IN) WATER, the
lame said unto me, Upon whom
thou shalt see the Spirit descend-
ing, and remaining on him, the
same is he which baptizeth with
the Holy Spirit."—John 1:33.

John the Baptist had authority
direct from Heaven to baptize.

Listen to me, when did God
ever reach down and touch a
Campbellite and tell him to ga
out and baptize. I ask you, when
did God ever give a commission
to baptize to the Catholics or to
Presbyterians or to anybody else?
The only person that ever had
authority from Heaven to baptize
was John the Baptist. Of this we
are assured from the words of
John when he said, "But he that
sent me to baptize in water."
He had Heaven's authority for
what he was doing.
Now some people think that we,

ought to let down the bars and
to take into our church anybody
that comas along with immersion.
Some people think that if we do
the right thing, then we ought
to be charitable and accept any-
body's baptism that wishes to
unite with us. I want to tell you,
beloved, the baptism that John
the Baptist administered was a
baptism that was Heaven sent.
Jesus took those who were thus
baptized and organized His
church. From that church has
come other churches, and from
those other churches have sprung
still other churches, until it has
come down to us. Beloved, you
and I would be cowards, and not
only cowards but traitors of the
worst type, if we were to fail the
Lord Jesus Christ who gave a
commission to John the Baptist
directly from Heaven.

I say to you, the. name of Judas
Iscariot or the name of Benedict
Arnold ought to stand higher than
the name of Baptist preachers

who would in any wise at all
accept the baptism of anybody
other than that administered by
a Missionary Baptist Church.

V.

JOHN'S BAPTISM WAS NOT
FOR INFANTS.

"Bring forth therefore fruits
meet for repentance." — Matthew
3:8.

Could an infant do that? He
couldn't.

". . . and were all baptized of
him in the river of Jordan, con-
fessing their sins."

Could an infant confess his
sins? He couldn't.
"Then said Paul, John verily

baptized with the baptism of re-
pentance, saying unto the peo-
ple, that they should believe on
him which should come after him,
that is, on Christ Jesus."—Acts
19:4.
Could an infant believe on the

Lord Jesus Christ? He couldn't.
I tell you, beloved, there is

not a statement in the Word of
God about John's baptism that
what would lead us to know that
his baptism was for adults, or for
people who were capable of be-
lieving for themselves.
Somebody may say, "Brother

Gilpin, you overlook the fact that
when Jesus was here in the days
of His flesh He had people
come to Him to baptize their ba-
bies," and the Scripture that they
quote is this:

"Then were there brought unto
him little children, that he should
put his hands on them, and pray:
and the disciples rebuked them.
But Jesus said, Suffer little chil-
dren, and forbid them not, to
come unto me; for of such is the
kingdom of heaven. And he laid
hands on them, and departed
thence."—Matthew 19:13-15.

Some people say that this
Scripture refers to the baptizing
of babies, but I ask you to find
the word "baptize" in it. In con-
trast, this Scripture actually kills
infant baptism.

Notice again:

'Though Jesus himself baptized
not, but his disciples."—John 4:2.

Jesus never did any baptizing.
The disciples did it all. If they
brought children to Jesus to be
baptized, they brought them to
the wrong person, for the Lord
Jesus Christ never did baptize
anybody. This in itself proves that
no babies were baptized by Jesus.
There is not one Scripture in all

the Bible that can be twisted or
perverted to teach infant bap-
tism. I will go further and say
that so far as I am concerned
there isn't one Scripture that you
could use to teach infant bap-
tism without your having to take
it out of its context and away
from its setting, and twist and
pervert it so that you would never
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recognize it as the Word of God.

VI.

JOHN'S BAPTISM MAKES
HAPPY ALL THAT HAVE IT.

John's baptism was the baptism
that when a fellow had it, he re-
joiced because of it; and if he
didn't have it, the Word of God
tells us how he kicked back
against the Lord. Listen:
"And all the people that heard

him, and the publicans, justified
God, being baptized with the bap-
tism of John. But the Pharisees
and the lawyers REJECTED THE
COUNSEL OF GOD against
themselves, being not baptized of
him."—Luke 7:29, 30.

The individuals who accepted
John's baptism were happy. They
justified God. They were happy
because of their baptism. But
there was a crowd that rejected
the counsel of God. Beloved, that
is exactly the standing of every
individual who accepts or rejects
Baptist baptism. If you accept
Baptist baptism, you are in the
class of the publicans who justi-
fied God, who had John's baptism.
If you reject John's baptism, you
are in the class of the Pharisees
and the lawyers who reject the
counsel of God against them-
selves.
I say to you, if I could, I would

like to turn America to John's
baptism. I would like for America
to turn away from the false-
hoods, the perversions, and the
twistings of Scripture on the
subject of baptism.
In the third century the Catho-

lics began to teach infant com-
munion. All the infants took the
Lord's Supper. Would you believe
me that while infant communion
was introduced in the third cen-
tury, it was later abandoned by
the Catholics, and they don't
teach it today. Would to God that
they had abandoned the twin sis-
ter, infant baptism, and would
to God that every preacher in
America might stand up and
boldly say, "If you accept Baptist
baptism, you can justify God like
the publicans; and if you reject
Baptist baptism, you are acting
just like the Pharisees and the
lawyers of Jesus' day. You are do-
ing nothing but rejecting the
counsel of God against yourself."
May God bless you!
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POSSUM RIDGE

LETTER

dere bro. Gilpeens—

this modurn ag is shore kon-
fusin. Roosia and onkle whiskurs
air shootin off all the saddelites
which air floatin around in space.
ef they kepe on hit kud be maby
that we kud not find our way up
them golden stairs.

the Arminian heretiks hay dun
konfused the way down hear on
earth. the Kamelites hay got the
road marked with kriks, ponds,
lakes and rivers. ef ther is a hole
uf water big enuf fer a tadpole to
kroak in, the Kamelites wud mak
u wade thru hit tu git tu Heaven.
the Methodists air as ball. they

ask u tu travul all the way on
yore neez, prayin thru, er on yore
hands, workin. whil they git by
with jest a fu draps of watur tu
baptize with, they air strong on
works. hits ther long suit er ther
ace in the hole, even tho Grand-
mas old Book sez, Not by works,
lest any man should boast.

as fer a Katholik he is dependin
upon what the big fingur sez. i
dont konsider ther preechers and
the pope as shepherds. thers is
moar the wurk uf a mule skinner
and the poar foakes air jist driven
as dumb beasts, in ther ignoranse
uf the Bible, they jist aksept what
the big wheel sez.

hit dont make no differense
whether hit is wun of the Kam-
elite water boys er a Methodist
or a Katholik, they air all tryin
tu git tu Heaven by wurks in
sum way. i say hit shore is kon-
fusin. with all thes heretik§
teechin differunt ways and with
thes saddelites fillin up space, hit
wud be a mirakul fer enybody tu
git up them golden stairs, yet af-
ter all, bro. Gilpeens, salvashun
is a mirakul so i no all uf Gods
elekt will mak hit. el hit was not
that we air a part uf that elekt
remnant we shore wud be gropin
in the dark, tryin tu listen tu
Papa, er wurkin our passage out,
er fallin in a tadpole hole, er
bumpin in a saddlelite.

as hit is i am jist rejoisin that
i am on mi way tu glory, saved
by grace, and on mi way i am
shore rejoisin that i kin reed TBE
fer the lite. i neded tu travel by,
and i tel u this bekaws i am,

yore frend,
i s hardtufule.

SEND
TBE
TO
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The Mission of Baptists

(Continued from page one)
organizations can progress more
rapidly. Thus, our mission is clear
in this respect. We must teach
the truth about the church as it
has never been taught before.

7. Every Baptist should strong-
ly contend for the fact that Jesus
(1) built a Baptist church, (2)
has perpetuated Baptist churches
through all ages, (3) and now
recognizes no other churches as
Scriptural churches but Baptists.
Both our doctrines and our his-
tory prove these things to be
true. In view of these facts, Bap-
tists have no business unionizing
with any man - made religious
group in any sort of meeting or
organization.

The Baptist mission is to stand
for the whole counsel of God.
Baptists have a greater mission
than "evangelicals" and "funda-
mentalists." Christ commissioned
Baptists to teach "all things," not
five or six "fundamentals." This
is another distinctive mark of the
New Testament church—it stands
for "all things" Christ command-
ed. Let all Baptists of today do
the same!—Ed-in-C.

Immersion Is Baptism
(Continued from page one)

clesiastical words?" They were
words when the Bible was trans-
lated, or they would not be found
in it. They had been used by
church historians and by writers
on ecclesiastical law, and were,
therefore, ecclesiastical. They had
been in use a long time, and
were, consequently, old. They
were "old ecclesiastical words,"
such words as the king command-
ed "to be kept"—"not to be trans-
lated." It is worthy of notice, too,
that the Bishop of London, at the
king's instance, wrote to the
translators, reminding them that
His Majesty wished his "third and
fourth rule" to be specially ob-
served. (See Lewis' History of
Translation, pp. 317, 319). This
circumstance must have called
particular attention to the rule
under consideration.

In view of these facts, it may
surely be said that the translators
knew what were "old ecclesiastical
words." Let their testimony, then,
be adduced. In their "Preface to
the Reader" they say *that they
had, "on the one side, avoided
the scrupulosity of the Puritans,
who left the old ecclesiastical
words and betook them to other,
as when they put 'washing' for
`baptism,' and 'congregation' for
'church;' and, on the other hand,
had shunned the obscurity of the
Papists." Is not this enough?
Here there is not only an ad-
mission that "baptism" was in-
cluded in the "old ecclesiastical
words," but this admission is
made by the translators them-
selves—made most cheerfully, for
it was made in condemnation of
the Puritans and in commenda-
tion of themselves.
The position that King James
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virtually forbade the translation
of "baptize" and "baptism" is es-
tablished by the foregoing consid-
erations; but to give it additional
strength I refer to the king's
fourth rule, as follows: "When
any word bath divers significa-
tions, that is to be kept which
bath been commonly used by the
most eminent Fathers, being
agreeable to the propriety of the
place and the analogy of faith."
Suppose I were to admit, for ar-
gument's sake, what some Pedo-
baptists insist on—namely, that
baptizo has divers significations.
What then? Every man of intel-
ligence knows that from the days
of the apostles to the reign of
King James "immerse" was its
commonly-received meaning.
Was not immersion ordinarily
practiced for thirteen hundred
years? Whitby, Wall, Moses Stu.
art, and I know not how many
other Pedobaptists of distinction,
make this concession. Far be it
from me to say that baptizo is a
word of "divers significations;"
but even if it were, the king's
translators, if they had trans-
lated it at all, would have been
compelled to render it "immerse,"
for it was "most commonly used"
in this sense by "the most emi-
nent Fathers."
But it will be seen that the

king's third rule makes inopera-
tive his fourth, so fai as "old
ecclesiastical words" are concern-
ed. Whether such words have one
meaning or a thousand meanings,
they are "to be kept"—"not to be
translated." The translators were
not at liberty to refer to the sig-
nification immemorially attached
by the Greeks to baptize—a sig-
nification which received the cor-
dial endorsement of "the most
eminent Fathers." They might
have examined the endorsement
if the royal decree had not said,
"Hitherto, but no farther" — the
old ecclesiastcial words to be
kept."

The fact that "baptize" is an
Anglicized, and not a translated,
word makes an appeal to Greek
lexicons necessary to ascertain its
meaning. Lexicons, it is true, do
not constitute the ultimate au-
thority, but their testimony is
highly important. I have made it
a point to examine all the lexi-
cons I have seen (and they. have
been many) concerning the im-
port of baptizo. There is among
them a remarkable unanimity in
representing "immerse," or its
equivalent, as the primary and or-
dinary meaning of the word. Ac-
cording to lexicographers, it is a
word of definite import—as much
so as any other. It is as specific
as rantizo, and it might be argued
just as plausibly that rantizo
means "to immerse" as that bap-
tizo means "to sprinkle." I have
seen no lexicon that gives "sprin-
kle" as a meaning of baptizo, and
but one that makes "to pour up-
on" one of its significations. In
the first edition of Liddell &
Scott's Greek - and - English lexi-
con, "to pour upon" is given as
the seventh meaning of baptizo.
It is a significant fact, however,
that, while passages of classic
Greek authors are referred to as
illustrative of the ordinary mean-
ing of the word, there is no men-
tion of any passage that sustains
the definition "to pour upon."

It is worthy of special remark
that the second edition of Liddell
8z Scott does not contain the
phrase "to pour upon." This is an
important fact, of which Baptists
may avail themselves. It has been
well said by a scholar now dead:
"When it is remembered that the
definition 'pour upon' was as-
signed to baptizo in the first Eng-
lish edition, on the authority of
Francis Passow, whose German
work forms the basis of that of
Liddell & Scott, this change in
the second English edition is an
admission as gratifying to Bap-
tists as it is unwelcome to their
opponents. Messrs. Liddell &
Scott, who cannot be charged
with a leaning to Baptist senti-
ments, have deliberately, after
due examination, withdrawn their
authority in favor of 'pour upon'
as a signification of the verb bap-
tizo, and now define the word just
as Baptist scholars have defined
it after a careful study of the

passages in which it occurs in the
Greek authors. Of such a conces-
sion Baptists know well how to
take advantage." (W. C. Duncan).
I now repeat that there is

among lexicons a perfect concur-
rence in assigning "immerse" or
its equivalent as the primary and
ordinary meaning of baptizo.
This ought to settle the baptismal
controversy. For what, says
Blackstone, who is almost the
idol of the legal profession?—
"Words are generally to be un-
derstood in their usual and most
known signification; not so much
regarding the propriety of gram-
mar as their general and popular
use." (Sharswood's Blackstone,
vol. 1, p. 58). "Immerse" was the
"usual and most known signifi-
cation" of baptizo among the
Greeks. It was its "general and
popular use," as we shall see in
the proper place.
To return to the argument de-

rived from lexicons: All English
dictionaries give "immerse" or its
equivalent as the ordinary mean-
ing of "dip." It would, therefore,
be very unreasonable to deny that
"dip" ordinarily means "to im-
merse." Greek lexicons give "im-
merse" as the ordinary meaning
of baptizo. Is it not, then, just
as unreasonable to deny that bap-
tizo, ordinarily means "to im-
merse" as it would be to deny that
"dip" has this signification? In-
deed, there is no argument em-
ployed by Pedobaptists to divest
baptizo of its usual meaning
which may not as plausibly be
employed to divest "dip" of its
ordinary import; for, though "dip"
is a definite and specific word,
baptizo is more so. We speak of
"the dip of the magnetic needle"
and of "the dip of a stratum in
geology," while Pope uses the ex-
pression "dipping into a volume
of history." If Pedobaptists could
find baptizo in such connections,
there would be rejoicing from Dan
to Beersheba. The man who
would attempt to prove that "dip"
means "to sprinkle" or "pour"
would probably be laughed at; but
he could make a more plausible
effort in adducing his proof than
if he were to attempt to prove
the same thing concerning baptzio.
Let us see: Such a man might

say that Johnson, Webster, and
Worcester in their large diction-
aries give "moisten" and "wet"
as meanings of "dip," and refer as
authority to Milton, who uses the
following words: "A cold shud-
dering dew dips me all over."
Talking with himself, such a rea-
soner might say, "It is a fixed fact
that 'dip' means ̀ to moisten' and
'wet.' Who will dispute what
Johnson, Webster, and Worcester
say, sustained as they are by the
'prince of British poets'? Very
well. 'Dip' means to 'moisten' and
'wet.' Everybody knows that a
thing can be moistened or made
wet by having water poured or
sprinkled on it. Therefore, 'dip'
means ̀ to pour' and ̀ sprinkle.."
Now, I affirm that this argu-

ment is more plausible than any
I ever heard from a Pedobaptist
to prove that baptizo means
"pour" and "sprinkle;" yet it is
replete with sophistry. It assumes
as true the fallacy that if a proc-
ess can be accomplished in two
different ways, the two verbs
employed to denote those two
ways mean the same thing. An
object may be moistoned by being
dipped in water, but "moisten"
and "dip" are synonymous. The
same object may be moistened
by having water sprinkled or
poured on it, but neither "mois-
ten" and "sprinkle" nor "moisten
and pour," are identical in im-
port. Though the moistening may
result from thc: dipping, sprin-
kling, or pouring, the three acts
are clearly distinguishable, and
definite terms are used to express
them.

It is proper to say of the Greek
lexicons to which I have referred
that they were all made by men
who had no partialities for Bap-
tists. A regard for truth, therefore,
and no desire to give currency to
the practice of immersion, elicited
from them the definition they
have given of baptizo. Baptists
may well felicitate themselves
that their opponents bear this
strong testimony.
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