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The Theological Affinity Between
Modernism And Arminianism

817 BOB L. ROSS

Editor-In-Chief
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esr, t•' above Modernism in the

fielrir.iinn: stairway to blank in-
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eal:), so Arminianism is

Plied 13 Which Satan lias sup-
their accommodation.

0-e) Will always find that before
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Than in one generation
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arl 27 it happened in the Amer-
seminaries. "Old
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School" Calvinism had to first
be replaced by "New School" or
"moderate Calvinism" (other
terms for essential Arminianism)
before inroads could be made by
Modernism. One hundred to one
hundred and fifty years ago the
war in the theological world was
between Calvinism and Armini-
anism; fifty years or so ago it was
between the Fundamentalism of
.the Arminian and Modernism;
nowadays the Modernists have
just about won out with the cun-
ning weapons of "Neo-Orthodoxy"
and "New Evanglicalism."

That's the way it happened in
the schools of theology. Prince-
ton, once a tower of Calvinistic
truth, is now a hotbed for mod-
ernism. Louisville Seminary—the
Southern Baptist school— once
had election taught there. J. P.
Boyce, one of the men respon-
sible for the founding of the
school, has a rather strong book
on Calvinistic truth. But when
Boyce, Broadus, and the Calvin-
ists passed off the scene to be
replaced by more "moderate Cal-
vinists" such as Mullins, it wasn't
too many years until the Semi-
nary had Modernists like Nels
Ferre and Emil Brunner coming
down for ear-tickling, modernis-
tic lectures. In the case of the
Seminary, Arminiansm was the
forerunner for N60 - Orthodoxy
and Modernism.

The same is true with regard
to Rochester and Andover-New-
ton. A. H. Strong taught at Ro-

chester, but mixed some Armini-
anism with his Calvinism. He
thought it made sense, but those
whom he taught didn't. They took
his Arminianism and threw away
his Calvinism. Now that school
is gone, so far as truth is con-
cerned. Alvah Hovey taught at
Newton. He believed election, but
mixed Arminianism with, his
teaching. Election is not taught
there today and Modernism has
followed on the heels of Armini-
anism. Thus, the Northern Bap-
tists, once standing for the truths
of the strongly Calvinistic Phila-
delphia Confession of Faith, are
today predominantly Modernistic.
These schools, Rochester and
(Continued on page 2, column 1)

CORRECTION
In the February 14 issue of

TBE we published an article
entitled "Moderate Calvin-
ism." This article had been
sent to us by Brother Max
Hawkins of Springfield, Mo.,
and because there was no
name to the article itself, we
thought it was written by
Brother Max. But the article
was actually written by Bro-
ther Joe Scoggin of Spring-
field. Our apologies to both
of these brethren and our
readers for this error.

 If

A Short Sermon From the Sick
Room of C. H. Spurgeon

(January 12, 1879)

"But Trophimus have I left
at Miletum sick."—II Tim. 4:20.

These are among the last
words of Paul the Apostle, for
we find them in the closing
verses of the last of his epistles.
The chapter reminds us of a
dying man's final adieu to his
best beloved friend, in the course
of which he calls to mind th'e
associates of his life. Among his
memories of love we find Paul
recollecting Trophimus, who had
frequently shared with him the
perils of rivers and perils of
robbers which so largely attend-
ed the apostle's career. He had
left the good man ill at Miletum,
and as Timothy at Ephesus was
within an easy journey of him,
there was no need to add a hint
that he would visit him, for he
would be sure to do it. The love
of Jesus works in the hearts of
His disciples great tenderness
and unity. The overflow of our
Lord's great soul has saturated

MARCH 15-22,

all His true followers with broth-
erly affection: because Jesus has
loved Paul, Paul loves Timothy,
and Timothy must needs love
Trophimus.
From this love there arises

communion of feeling, so that in
(Continued on page 6, column 5)

C. H. SPURGEON

Satan's Counterfeits, No. 24—

THE DEVIL'S COUNTERFEIT
"CHURCH ACTIVITY" METHODS
By ROY MASON

Buffalo Avenue Baptist Church
Tampa, Florida

The Lord meant that Christians
should be active. "Do with thy
might, the things that thy hands
find to do," he says. Again we
are told to be "fervent in spirit,
serving the Lord." Back in the
days when the government ran
the W. P. A. there Was a lot of
created work that didn't amount
to anything. Men were sometimes
put to work raking leaves and
things of that sort. Such activity
had little benefit. Now Satan has
created "church activities" that
absorb the energies of many, but
which amount to little or nothing

T.3be naptist 'Examiner 1:lu1rit

"EPAPHRAS--A FERVENT LABORER"
Sermon Preached by John R. Gilpin; Mechanically Recorded for Publication

"Epaphras, who is one of you,
a servant of Christ, saluteth you,
always labouring fervently for
you in prayers, that ye may stand
perfect and complete in all the
will of God. For I bear him rec-
ord, that he hath a great zeal for
you, and them that are in La-
odicea, and them in Hierapolis."
--Col. 4:12, 13.

Let me remind you that this
man, Epaphras, is one of the little
known characters in the Bible.
We read of him in only two other

instances. Listen:

"As ye also learned of Epap-
hras our dear fellowservant, who
is for you a faithful minister of
Christ."—Col. 1:7.
"There salute thee Epaphras,

my fellowprisoner in Christ
Jesus."—Philemon 1:23.

Now if you will put these three
verses together, you'll find just
a little concerning the character
of Epaphras. First of all, in Co-
lossians 1:7, Paul refers to him as
"our dear fellowservant" and also

as "a faithful minister of Christ"
unto the Colossians. Then in the
words of my text he refers to
Epaphras as "a servant of Christ,
always labouring fervently for
you in prayers, that ye may
stand perfect and complete in all
the will of God." Then in Phile-
mon he is referred to as a "fel-
lowprisoner in Christ Jesus." So
putting these three verses to-
gether, we come to realize that
Epaphras was truly God's man.

(Continued on page 5)

in the end. Such activities are
counterfeits and substitutes for
what the Lord wants 'us to be
carrying on.

What Does the Lord Want
His People to Do?

The Lord wants us to be active
and to be busy doing, but what
kind of "doing" is He pleased
with? Let us find out what He
says in His word.

1. He Wants Every Christian to
Witness for Him. (Acts 1:8). A
witness is one who tells what he
knows. The Lord wants us to tell
what we know about what the
Lord has done for us and can do
for others. This is the duty of
every Christian everywhere—not
just the duty of preachers and a
few church leaders. Yet, many a

(Continued on page 6, column 5)

MONEY TALKS

Someone tells of a discussion
between a Christian and a skep-
tic upon the evidences of Chris-
tian religion. Finally the skeptic
said: "We might as well drop
this matter, for I don't believe a
word you say; and, more than
that, you yourself don't really be-
lieve it. For to my certain knowl-
edge you have not given, in the
last twenty years, as much for the
spread of Christianity — such as
the building of churches, or for
foreign missions— as your last
Durham cow cost." Yes, money
talks. Its consecration is the only
means to keep it from slandering
us.—Record of Christian Life.
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Modernism-Arminianism

(Continued from page one)
Andover-Newton, have had much
to do with the change.
John R. Rice claims that Wheat-

on College, formerly a citadel for
Fundamentalism, is drifting. Sure
it is drifting and has been ever
since the first syllable of Ar-
minian theology was taught there.
Logically, there is only one way
to go from Arminianism—down-
ward. Wheaton will drift, Moody
will drift, Fuller Seminary will
drift, Bob Jones will drift—all
the Arminian interdenomination-
al schools will drift until they
are swallowed up in Modernism.
Chuck Templeton drifted from an
ardent Fundamentalist to a Mod-
ernist to quitting the ministry.
Billy Graham is drifting now. He
once was all for Fundamentalism,
now gets along very well with
the Modernists. The "New Evan-
gelicals' are drifting. The whole
Arminian Fundamentalist move-
ment is drifting—and fast. It may
take another generation for men
to get their eyes "open" to the
fact that Modernism is just a step
below Arminianism, but even-
tually they will "see the light"
that Ferre, Buttrick, Fosdick &
Co. have been advocating and
will descend. When they get to
that level, we can expect to have
a controversy between Modern-
iism and blank atheism. Modern-
ism will be recognized as "ortho-
dox" and blank atheism will be
the "Modernism" of the future.
Eventually, they will all fall into
the atheistic ditch And go a-
whoring after the Anti-Christ. It
may not happen that way, but
that's the way things are drifting.

1. Essentially, Modernism and
Arminianism Are Agreed

on the Matter of
DEPRAVITY

We hear the Modernist - talk
about the "divine spark" in man.
He says that men have made mis-
takes and have ruined their lives
by following crooked paths, but
there is still "a little good in
every man." Just cultivate the
good and you will bring out the
best. Just fan the spark and it
will burst into a flame. The Mod-
ernist will admit that man has
fallen to a very low ebb, but he
will always contend for the idea
that there is yet some good in
him. This is the Modernist doc-
trine of depravity, though he
would detest the use of such a
"horrid word."
Look now at the Arminian

WRITE FOR OUR
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you get 15% discount on
all orders. Write for the
free catalog.
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Fundamentalist. He blasts the
Modernist for his idea of a "di-
vine spark" in man; he lowers
the gun on the "little good in all
men" teaching. But after he has
bombarded the wording of the
Modernist, the Arminian turns to
teach the same doctrine under the
terrei of "free-will." Mr. Rice says
"that will may be trained for
God" just as the Modernist says
the "spark" may be "fanned" into
a flame. The Arminian tells man
that he is certainly a horrible sin-
ner, but there is still a power
within him that can, by choosing
rightly, make him a new creature
in Christ. Now look at that: If
man chooses rightly, it is because
something from within motivated
his choice; if something from
within motivates a good choice,
that something must be good it-
self; if that something is good,
tnen man is not all bad; so there
it is—A LITTLE GOOD IN ALL
MEN ACCORDING TO THE AR-
MINIAN.

"THE CHURCH
ARTICLES

The editor-in-chief has been
extremely busy here lately
and has had no time to pre-
pare the article for the series
on "The Church." And it may
be that he will not be able to
prepare one for the next is-
sue. But the series will def-
initely be continued, and
there are plans for Articles on
a great number of topics.
In the meanwhile, we ask

you to write and express your
onion as to printing these
articles in book form. Would
you be interested in purchas-
ing a copy and would you be
interested in helping us get
the book into the hands of
others?

Why doesn't the Arminian quit
his squawking about words and
climb in the boat with Brother
Ferre. The Arminian says, "You
have the power within you to
choose Christ; you will determine
His success or failure in your de-
cision."
Brother Nels says, "We may re-

duce Jesus into impotence or raise
him into irrelevance." (Quoted in
Pulpit Digest). How? By the
"power within," of course. To the
Modernist it is the "divine spark;"
to the Arminian it is "free-will."
John R., Rice's poor "broken-

hearted sobbing God" could be
healed of "His" heart condition
and sobbing if man would just
"exercise his will." Noel Smith's
Hell—"a monument to the failure
of the Triune God to save"—
would not have been if man had
just performed the proper calis-
thenics in his will. God wouldn't
be "disappointed" and "defeated"
and "broken-hearted" if that little
good would just be cultivated.
The Modernist would say that it
is to be cultivated according to
his method; the Arminian would
say it is to be cultivated by being
led to make the right decision.
But both agree that there is some-
thing in man that can bring him
up.
The Modernist may not go

along with all of Graham's word-

Brother Freeman In
W. Va. Meetings

T. B. FREEMAN

Our good brother from Mims,
Fla., writes to say that on May 5
he will begin a meeting with the
River Side Baptist Church in
Richwood. Also he will hold
meetings in missions at Clay and
Craigsville. We will announce the
exact dates of these meetings
when Brother Freeman has them
set definitely.

We have a number of readers
in these West Virginia areas and
we urge you folk to go out and
hear Brother Freeman, giving
him your prayerful support.

Mlolp.11.1411116.11.=.00411.0011111141..000.1•111.01=1.11=10011.

ing, but they go along very well
with Billy's free-willism. Both
Modernists and Arminians like
that. Rice can't stand the Mod-
ernists in Billy's meetings, but he
still believes souls are being sav-
ed for Billy is calling them to a
"decision." Billy, Rice, and the
Modernists like that free-will doc-
trine. They all hate .Calvinism,
and its rather purple, too. They
all hate Paul's doctrine that "it is
not of him that willeth." They all
agree that' man is not totally de
prayed.

2. Essentially, Modernism and
Arminianism Are Agreed on
Election and Predestination

Did you ever see a man who
believed Calvinism on election
and predestination and was a
Modernist? I didn't. And if there
is a man who claims to be such
an oddity, I would want to talk
with him for 12 hours about elec-
tion and predestination before I
would be satisfied that he really
believes Calvinism. It just doesn't
make sense to believe Calvinism
and Modernism, so nobody is a
Calvinist and a Modernist.

But did you ever see a Modern-

rtoes...44frat~Ifydsto...oropo..../
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1. Are Baptists Protestants?

The Dictionary says: ipertain-
ing to the faith of those who pro-
test against the Church of Rome;
one of those who, in 1529 pro-
tested against the edict of Charles
V and the Diet of Spires; one who
ptotests against the Church of
Rome." The word "protest" is de-
fined as "a solemn or formal pro-
tE sting or declaration, especially
one in writing by the minority of
the body expressing dissent." So,
the "Protestants" were those that
came out of the Roman Church,
jr the 16th Century.
Martin Luther was one of the

first, and the greatest reformer,
who made a "protest" against the
practices of the Roman Church,
and his followers formed the
Lutheran Church.
The Reformation which took

place in the 16th century resulted
in the forming of the national
churches in Britain, Denmark,
Sweden, Norway, Holland, Ger-
many, Switzerland. Out of these
many other churches have come.

Baptists are not "Protestants"
because they were never inside of
the Roman Church to "protest."
Baptists are much older than the
Reformation — the first Baptist
church having been organized by
Jesus Himself.

2. Do deacons have power over
a church more than any other
male member?

Absolutely not: and neither has

the pastor. A Baptist church, if it

is a true church, is a democracy,
and one member has just as much

power or authority as any other.

3. Is capital punishment right

or wrong?

Right. We are 100 per cent in

favor of it. One reason for so

much delinquency (both juvenile

and adult) is the lack of punish-

6. Explain John 3:32, 33.

What the Master saw and he

from God He testified to

truthfulness of; but natural.

men all of whom are' mode

by nature, will not believe

word, set their seal of apPr°
and testimony to the truth,

God's inerrant and infaili
book.

ist who would not say "Amen"
to the Arminian doctrine of elec-
tion and predestination? (Some
of those who have already de-
scended to blank atheism might
laugh up their sleeves at their
Modernist kin and consider even
Arminianism foolish, but most
Modernists will "Amen" Armini-
anism glady). I have a book here
by a Baptist Modernist who
speaks of Particular Baptists in
the days of Gill as having a
"killing hyper - Calvinism." He
says that Gill's theology is "dry-
rot." But as for the Arminianism
of Wesley and Co., he is appreci-
tive. You can hear the same glib
from the Arminian Fundamental-
ists of our time. They run Gill
and other Calvinists into the
grdund and exalt heretic John
Wesley as though he had wings.
Both Modernists and Arminians
agree here.

Modernists hate election be-
cause it debases man. Modernists
hate predestination because it
makes God supreme. Modernists
hate sovereignty because it makes
man subject to God. Arminianism
and Modernism are in -sympathy
on these doctrines. The Arminian
Fundamentalist may talk loud
about the "fundamental" of the
Deity of Christ and the Modernist
may talk as loud against it; but
both are agreed that Christ is not
on the throne as a Sovereign,
reigning over His subjects. They
can get together on this. The
carnal mind of the Arminian 'and
the carnal mind of the Modernist

do not love God as Sovereign;
they want Him in their hands like

clay, they want to fashion Him
according to their own likes and
dislikes; away with the idea of
a sovereign God who elects, pre-
destinates and governs the world
according to His own will! -

The Pharisee and the Sad-
ducee could get together and
crucify the Lord Jesus. So it is
today, Arminians and Modernists
unite in their opposition to the
sovereignty of God. Here is a
"fundamental" upon which all the
Arminian-Fundamentalists among

Holy Rollers, Campbellites,

baptists ,and "Baptists" can tar

with the Modernists and a
them be in perfect accord.

is a "fundamental" upon vi

Rice, Jones, Graham, and F
Buttrick, Fosdick and all a
Fundamentalists and Moder„

can have agreement. All of 
,

hate election, predestination
sovereignty. "Oh, I beliesre,_;

election," says the Anna'

Fundamentalist. Yes, so does.

Modernist! He believes it

about like you. John R. Rice k

Noel Smith could preach
Arminianism in Riverside Oleo
of New York and get "Ante

from all corners, perhaps e
from some of the images al,
infidel philosophers glorifiea

that building.

3. Essentially, Modernisni
Arminianism are Agree4.,
the Atonement of Ch&

The Modernist .will tell yall,
he believes that Christ die' t

our sins. The Arminian will4
you that he believes that C.fg
died for our sins. Let the r",1
ernist define his doctrine
the Arminian define his clactr

and essentially they are a
that Christ did not really ale
anybody's sins. 

'StBy the time the Modernt
through explaining his doctrill,"e',

is clear that he does not nallto
that Jesus Christ actually
the punishment due to anY.ao
ticular person or persons.
any modernist on the atone)

t
and see how he pokes fun 8,4
idea of' a substitutionary,
ous atonement on the Par"
Christ.

"Oh, but I believe the at,c18,
ment," says the Arminian FI•1:,,A
mentalist. "I believe in a i
aus, substitutionary atoneiney

Well, brother, just what 1690
atoning does your atonement doi
How much saving does it. 5,01
Does Christ's work do all tile oiti
ing or is it a failure unless oil

"co-operate" and does his Pfa,
Does Christ really satisfy the

(Continued on page 5, cola'

ment. Read Gen. 9:6, "Wile5
sheddeth man's blood, by riv
shall his blood be shed." To th.a

who would object, let us roil

you that it is much easier to

sentimental than scriptural.

4. Is it correct to refer to 0,

Catholics as "brethren"?

Absolutely not. They are rePt

sented by the old whore of 114e
17. They are not brethren of a!,

except in Adam. This is like 1°'

of sentimental mushy BaPtis,

who refer to Methodists, Cairf

bellites and Holy Rollers as

"sister denominations." They.
not sisters of ours. They are
daughters and granddaughterS
the old whore of Rome.

5. Is it right for Christians
refuse to speak to another?

No. All Christians should sP
to one another. In fact, one
not worship properly if 

there

anything between him and

brother. Mt. 5:23, 24.

As for one not speaking to

pastor, he is definitely viol

God's Book. Cf. Heb. 13:24. S

times a pastor is busy and fa115

speak, and is often criticized

cause of his failure to do so. ,

if a pastor fails to speak, the I

man is commanded to speak'

his pastor.
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WE THANK GOD FOR OUR READERS AND THEIR LETTERS

Samples from our mail bag

COULDN'T GET ALONG
WITHOUT TBE

bear /3rather Gilpin:
t We are enclosing a small check
130°r the paper. Sorry it has been

Ong getting mailed.
e are praying for both you
Brother Ross.
Cannot say which I enjoy the
in t • TBE. It is all so very

1,7a. I do not know how we
cir1,4c1 get along without it.

pouur thoughts are always on
and Brother Bob and the

);;Per• I cannot express how
i;:ach We enjoy it and look for it

...the mail.
God grant that it may be

"ssible to keep it in the mail.
0. 0. and Gladys Hargett,
Tennessee.

t, THINKS TBE THE
r'NEST SHE EVER READ

be4r Brother Gilpin:
1...Bnclosed you will find ten dol-
rr,„s 1$10.00) two dollars ($2.00)
aL' renewal of TBE which will

expire. Please use the eight
auars on the printing debt.

trust the Lord will speak to
ge
41Y hearts in regard to this ur-

/
g 
)1,1t need. TBE is the finest paper

im" 
ave ever read—so so::::-.1—and

; Bible. Keep giving us more
terrnons on election, praying more
tO3tists might receive light onts blessed truth.
a'ril know of only one other be-

mYself in my own Baptist
....2"reh that believes in election
11e7,11c1 I'm sure we are considered
th;,etias. But I praise God for
01,- Precious truth. It humbles'
; to sackcloth and ashes.
prn-eeP the good work up. I am
%Prig much for this missionary
""eavor. For His glory alone.

Mrs. Robert Kennedy,
Ohio.

P11°M A PREACHER WITH
A "MOODY"
BACKGROUND

grriearest Brothers in Christ,

7eLting5 in our Saviour's Name!
so,- 'lave intended to write for
4h"le time (forgive my negligence)
fols,express my deep gratitude
th;:;;Ie blessings received through
fe arotist Examiner. I must con-111.:'s that at the beginning, my
1101„,114, was quite closed to what I

neartily accept as the truth.
1' things I am still ponderingta'cl studying, but as a whole I
say, "Praise God," for ttie

i" stand you take for the faith.
t went to Moody Bible Insti-0 as well as Tennessee Temple

ha1,-ege• Many of my buddies
at "the ridiculed even the reading
thn's'e Bxaminer. I have been toldth-e' People often laugh at what
t10,5; ,don't understand. One of the
tht-n4'nes that has blessed me
st4,4-11; gh the Examiner is the
the-"es 

r 
on the church, especially

sal r,eeent articles on the Univer-
tau 'Inirch heresy. I had beenticight this from early childhood,
it i arned all the arguments for
a titli tvloody, but there was never
trit°r0ligh satisfaction that it was
these Thank God, Brother Ross,
1be recent articles have given
trutne good foundation for the
that', concerning the church. I

contend for it as long as God
nes rrie breath!

4tirriolild it be that you have these
tliztel.es in booklet form for easiers rib

ution? If so, I would like
triell,P13Iy for some of my preacher
Ittr,,,"cis who are steeped in this
AT1sY, This series is excellent!

Ilk Is°, Will you send me an
suPPly of the tracts con-

tith,"-ug Alexander Campbell's ar-
ti5t °11 the "Perpetuity of Bap-s-hurehes." will be glad to

pay C.O.D. charges.
One other thing. Yesterday I re-

ceived in the mail an actual re-
production of a letter sent to the
Pope by the faculty of the Los
Angeles Baptist Theological Sem-
inary. This had to do with the
present Pope adopting the name
John XXIII when already there
was one by the same name from
1410-1415 who is recognized by
every leading Catholic historian
as a bonafide pope. This means
if the present Pope is declaring
the former John XXIII not a
bonafide pope that for five years
the Catholic "church" had no
pope and therefore no unbroken
"apostolic succession." This may
be gotten in tract form upon re-
quest. Maybe you would like to
make it available to your readers.
God's blessings on your minis-

try.
In the cause of truth,
James A. West
Indiana

WISHES FOR PREACHERS
WHO WON'T COMPROMISE

Dear Brother Gilpin:
I am still enjoying TBE very

much. I wish we had more
preachers who weren't afraid to
stand for the truth without com-
promising to please men. May the
Lord continue to bless you and
supply your need. Here is a small
offering to use as you see fit.

L. H. Creech,
North Carolina.

GOT NEW LIGHT FROM
OUR RADIO BROADCAST

Dear Brother Gilpin:

Be it known .among all of you
that the Word is coming in pow-
erfully and effectively. I can only
tell you from my own experi-
encess. I know that the blessings
of your ministry have been
abundant.

I speak now of the new broad-
cast that you have over WKMT,
Kings Mountain, N. C. It came in
very good Sunday morning (Jan-
uary 25). It was the first time
that I had ever been able to hear
the broadcast! You gave the mes-
sage on "Moses' Shining Face,"
which gave me much new and
needed light on this passage. God
bless you.

Just wanted to give you a word
to confirm my hearing of the
program and to encourage you.

Wylie Fulton,
North Carolina.

80 YEARS OLD BUT
ENJOYS OUR RADIO

MINISTRY

Dear Brother Gilpin:

I listen to you on Sunday morn-
ings at 7:30 on WPFB. I love
your sermons very much. I am an
old man almost 80 in poor health
and live all alone. God saved me
almost 60 years ago.

Robert Hoffman,
Kentucky.

"Ifspos-aultraepowsftfreemwittf4.1.4.4•01tufk•re,..offfres..ndtrareiftrott

He Knows!
He knows it all—the winding path,
The sky o'ercast and grey,

The steepness of the mountainside,
The roughness of the way;

He knows it all—the haunting fear,
The doubtings that distress,

The wond'rings and perplexities,
And all the strain and stress.

He knows it all—each troubled thought,
Each anxious wave of care,

And every burden, every grief,
Or cross that thou dost bear;

He knows it all—thy weight of woe,
Thine often tear-dimmed eye,

The stabbing pain, the slow, dull ache,
And sorrow's broken cry.

He knows it all—be His to choose,
And thine to take His choice!

He knows it all! He planned it so!
Then trust Him, and rejoice!

—E. MARGARET CLARKSON.

LOVES TBE BECAUSE
OF ITS MESSAGE

Dear Brother Gilpin:

I love TBE becatve of what is
taught through its medium. As I
have said and written to you be-
fore, I believe it is the only
paper in which the whole counsel
of God is preached.

I am praying for the paper and
shall be glad to be "paying" what
I can and at the same time rec-
ommend TBE (or continue to do
so) to all I see and with whom
I come in contact.

We will continue to support
and pray for TBE.

John W. Reynolds,
Texas.

WAY OUT WEST IN
KANSAS THEY WANT
OUR RADIO PROGRAMS

Dear Brother Gilpin:

We are enclosing our gift to
TBE. We trust it will help in
your time of need.
We enjoy the paper and are

praying we may sometime be
able to hear you via radio.
We are sheep without a shep-

herd.

May God's blessings continue.

Mr. and Mrs. A. R. Crider,
Kansas.

1

FLORIDA CHURCH SENDS
OFFERING AND ASKS FOR

REVIVAL HELP

Dear Brother Gilpin:

Please find enclosed $27.95 for
TBE from "The Melbourne Inde-
pendent Baptist Mission." Seems
like we enjoy TBE more with
each issue.

Brother Gilpin, the Mission is
planning a revival meeting for
April or May of this year and we
would like to know if you or
Brother Bob would be able to
come to hold this meeting for us.
Our hope is that the Lord would

add a few to our number and
that we would become a church,
as there is not a true N. T. Bap-
tist Church in Melbourne.

R. R. McTaggart,
Florida.

Editor's Note: God willing, Bob
will hold this meeting.

IN FLORIDA TBE
MEANS MUCH

Dear Brother Gilpin:

Enclosed within find money
order for $15. It isn't much but I
want to give what I can. Maybe
it will help a little. TBE means
so much to me. I want this paper
continued until the Lord comes.

Mrs. Edna Smith,
Florida.

HAS SUPPORTED OUR
MINISTRY FOR MORE

THAN TWENTY YEARS

Dear Brother Gilpin:
I am sending you a small gift

to be used in the radio ministry.

We listen to you every Lord's

Day morning over the air. I wish

that we lived in Ashland so we

could attend Calvary Baptist
Church. But we listen to you here

in our home.
I thank my Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ that He has a few
preachers who preach His word
a "Thus saith the Lord" and you
are sure one of them. You have
stood here in the Tri-State area
and preached the word when a
lot of the rest have compromised.
They have fought you on every
hand and lied about you, but I
thank God that He has blessed
you and blessed your ministry.
My prayer is that my blessed
Lord will spare you many, many
more years to preach His blessed
Gospel.
Your brother and sister in

Christ.
Mr. and Mrs. Hager Hensley,
Kentucky.

THANKFUL TO
SOMEONE FOR TBE

Dear Brother Gilpin:
We praise and thank God for

your paper, TBE. What a tremen-
dous blessing to our minds, hearts
and souls! Nothing like the srolid
truth as its (He) so loved by
true Baptists!
We do not know who to thank

for the paid for subscription of
TBE, but God bless them.

Harold and Anna Simmons,
"IsTe-.v juscy.

TEXAS FOLK ENJOY
THIS PAPER

Dear Brother Gilpin:
Am sorry we waited so long.

And wish we could send more.
Surely enjoy the paper. May God
bless you.

Mr. and Mrs. B. L. Irwin,
Texas.

HAS BEEN BLESSED BY
OUR MINISTRY IN

PAST YEAR

Dear Brother Gilpin:
Yes, sir, it costs to serve God

and not compromise and dance
with the Devil in one hand and
try to hold onto God with the
other like so many are trying to
do this day and age. Now, your
sermon today (March 1) was true
to form of this day but I do thank
God that there still are a few
who are sincere to God! We must
keep the faith regardless of what
the world thinks of us. I've been
listening to your programs now
for almost a year and I've en-
joyed them very much. More
power to you, Brother Gilpin.

Mr. and Mrs. N. H. Graham
West Virginia.

TBE BLESSED IN
OHIO READER'S LIFE

Dear Brother Gilpin:
I wish to renew my subscrip-

tion to TBE as it runs out the
first of March. The paper has
been a great help and a blessing
to me in my Christian life and
every sincere Christian ought to
read it.
Prior to reading TBE. I had

never read one of Charles H.
Spurgeon's sermons — and they
alone are worth the price of the
paper. I truly believe that God
has, is and will continue to bless
in this, His work. We are praying
to that end, for His glory.

Curtis H. Cox, Ohio

A GIFT—A PRAYER
AND A PROMISE

Dear Brother Gilpin:

Enclosed is a gift for the debt
on your paper.
May God continue to watch

over and bless it.
Will try to send more later.

W. W. Jacks and Family,
Tennessee

LOVES TBE BECAUSE IT
DOESN'T COMPROMISE

Dear Bro. Gilpin:

Enclosed you will find our little
donation toward THE BAPTIST
EXAMINER. I pray that God will
move the hearts of many of its
readers to do likewise.
We love the paper and are glad

that we can have a part (even in
a small way) of keeping it in
circulation. We love the truths
it upholds.
So many today will compro-

mise with the world, but not so
TBE. That is why we love it so.

Will send more as the Lord
proivdes.
May the Lord richly bless you

as you edit TBE and in all that
you do for Him.

Yours in Christ,
Mr. and Mrs. Archie Staley
Wes* Virginia

TBE A WELCOME
VISITOR IN KANSAS

Dear Brother Gilpin:

TBE is a welcome looked-for
visitor each week. The Lord has
used it to enable me to grow in
grace and knowledge of Him.

Tedd Meyer,
Kansas.

WEST VIRGINIAN
LIKES RADIO PROGRAM

Dear Brother Gilpin:
I listen to your program over

WMNF, Richwood, W. Va., on
Sunday, and I like it very much.
Let's keep it on the air.

E. E. Lester,
West Virginia.

THANKFUL FOR FRIEND
WHO SENT HIM TBE

Dear Friends of TBE:
Just another line to tell you

that I do appreciate TBE and
those who spend many hours to
publish it. It is a joy to know
that while most people exalt the
free will of man TBE follows
the Bible and exalts the Sover-
eignty of God. Salvation does not
come from things and ways de-
signed by men, but by the awak-
ening of the soul by the power
of the Holy Spirit in the new
birth. It is blessed to say with
Paul in Galatians 1:15-16, "But
when it pleased God, who sepa-
rated me from my mother's
womb, and called me by his
grace. To reveal his Son in me,
that I might preach him among
the heathen; immediately I con-
ferred not with flesh and blood."
Yes, salvation is of the Lord! It
is not a decision or fleshly move-
ment. TBE has been a blessing to
me in showing me some great
truths as well as being a help in
truths already revealed by God.
I shall ever be thankful that God
put it upon the heart of Brother
Harry Zickafoose to send it to me.
May God ever bless TBE!

CLETUS SNYDER,
North Carolina.

CONSIDERS IT A "DUTY"
TO SUPPORT TBE

I feel that it is a Christian duty
to support THE BAPTIST EX-
AMINER, as The Examiner
strives to set forth the will of
God, and not the (m'odern) will
of man, a compromising, degrad-
ing formality of formalities.

Cordially and sincerely yours.
OLIN R. CAMPBELL
West Virginia

LIKES TBE AND DOES
NOT WANT IT TO STOP

Dear Brother Gilpin:

Please find enclosed $1.00. Only
wish it could be more, but I can't
right now. I am praying the Lord
will put it in the people's hearts
who have the finance to send it
to you. I sure like the paper and
don't want it stopped. You are
publishing the very things I was
taught in my early girlhood and
I still believe them.

Mrs. William Fevurly,
Kansas.
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"Remember now thy Creator in the days of thy youth."—Eccl. 12:1

naftist Youth Witness
"0 God, thou hast taught me from my youth: and hitherto have I declared

thy wondrous works."—Psalm 71:17

DO YOU DENY SELF
OR PITY SELF!

The God of the Bible says:
"My thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways
My ways, saith the Lord." Isaiah
55:8.

It is man's way to defend him-
self or to pity himself or to seek
sympathy for himself. That -isn't
God's way. It is God's way to
rejoice that you are counted
worthy to suffer with Christ. The
men with the mind of God did.
Peter and John rejoiced "that
they were counted worthy to suf-
fer shame for His name." When
the women among His disciples
were weeping over Jesus, He
said, "Don't weep for Me: weep
for yourselves." Man covets the
friendship and sympathy of the
world, forgetting that friendship
with the world is enmity with
God. The 12 needed no sympathy
when they were rejoicing that
they were counted worthy to suf-
fer shame for His name.
We have lost the jubilant and

joyous note of Christ and the
apostles because of our miser-
able cowardice and self - pity.
When the Master told them He
was going to the cross, Peter
said, "Pity yourself, Lord." That
is what the world always thinks
and does. The Master's answer
was: "Get thee behind Me,
Satan." Self-pity is always of the
devil. And then the Master an-
swered: "If any man will come
after Me, let him deny himself
(not pity himself—no grace nor
Christ in self-pity) and take up
his cross and follow me."
Man's thoughts and ways are

self-pity and whining for sympa-
thy; always playing the coward
and thinking of self first. Jesus'
way was God first, and abiding
joy and abounding peace, when
it was the Father's will for him
to suffer shame for His heavenly
father. Selah!—H. B. Taylor, Sr.

Mtk

Dancing
J. C. Massee, former pastor of

the Tremont Temple in Boston,
was approached by a young wo-
man who said:
"Pastor, all my friends dance.

Can't I dance, too?"
He replied: "Before you go to

your first dance or take your first
dancing leesson * * * go to your
room * * read your Bible for
half an hour * * * kneel down
and ask the Lord Jesus Christ to
come along with you to the dance.

If He will do it, by all means,
go."
Tears came into her eyes and

rather indignantly, she said:
"Why did you not tell me at first
that I couldn't go? You know
the Lord will not let me go, and
His presence and fellowship in
my life mean more to me than
all the dances in the world."
..She was a Christian. Are you?
—Hurlbutt.
That would settle all going to

the movies and social cards and
all other doubtful practices.
"Prayer changes things."

Cultivate Reading
Books have been incalcuable

influence; "some books reflect
life, some prove an escape from
life, and others distort life," but

When Dirty!

A gentleman spent a consider-
able time one morning debating
with himself as to whether his
collar was too soiled to be worn
another day. Economy was not to
be overlooked in his affairs, yet
he did not wish to wear a soiled
collar. Finally his wife called out
to ask why he was delaying his
appearance at the breakfast table,
and, on hearing the cause, she
settled the question for him by
saying, "If it's doubtful, it's
dirty."

That is the kind of teaching
Christ gives to those who hesitate
as to their conduct. If you would
keep your heart clean, avoid the
doubtful. That good wife coined
a safe rule for clean living; "If
it's doubtful, it's dirty."

411,

The Perfect Squelch
A Harvard agnostic called on the poet, John Greenleaf

Whittier. He argued that he could only believe in what he saw."So thou dost believe in only what thee and thy friend sees,"
answered the Quaker Poet. "Host thou seen thy brains?"

"No, I haven't."
"Host thy friend seen thy brains?"
"No."
"Host thou brains?"

we must have a reliable guide to
the high roads of literature if we
are not going to be lost, disillu-
sioned, impoverished and robbed
of our ideals on the by-paths.
There are books that will rouse
our minds, stimulate our intelli-
gence and help us to reach out
into the horizon of human aims
but we do not come across them
haphazardly.

Unfortunately, there are people
who feel that reading has no
charm for them and others who
feel that time is much better used
in activity rather than passivity.
They want to rush on in a mad
chase for success, saying that
when they get to their goal they
will have time for cultural pur-
suits, but if we are to enjoy "cul-
tural pursuits" at the end of our
day we must cultivate an apprec-
iation for them as we go thorugh
life. At the end of the road we
will find just what we bring with
us.

There are many young people
roaming aimlessly over the field
of literature with little or no
sense of direction and no parti-
cular desire to get to any definite
place. The inculation of a love
for the best in reading is not the
prerogative or monopoly of the
school, it is also the privilege of
the parent. "Knowledge is no

THE PILGRIM'S PROGRESS
By

JOHN BUNYAN
(1628-1688)

338 Pages

Price

2.5O
"Pilgrim's Progess" has been translated into more lan-

guages than any other book in the world, excepting only the
Bible. Bunyon wrote this book in old Bedford jail, after having
been put there for preaching the Word of God. This book, in
an allegorical method, describes the journey of the saint of
God from earth to glory.

ORDER FROM

BAPTIST EXAMINER BOOK SHOP
Ashland, Kentucky

more a fountain sealed. Drink
deep . . . but better not be at all
than not be noble."
Bacon said that some books are

to be swallowed, some to be tast-
ed, and others to be chewed and
well digested. If our spiritual and
mental life is to be the strong,
pure, powerful thing God meant
it to be, we must learn to use
discretion to our reading and pay
more attention to the dietetic
value of our literary food.

—Unknown

GOD IS FAITHFUL
"He is Fajthful That Prom-

ised."

Every promise of Scripture is a
writing of God, which may be
pleaded before Him with this
reasonable request: "Do as thou
hast said." The Creator will not

I had no
complained
met a man
feet.

shoes and
. . . until I
who had no

cheat His creature who depends
upon His truth; and, far more,
the Heavenly Father will not
break His word to His own child.
"Remember the word unto thy
servant, on which Thou hast
caused me to hope," is most pre-
valent pleading. It is a double
argument: It is Thy Word, wilt
Thou not keep it? Why hast Thou
spoken of it if Thou wilt not
make it good? Thou hast caused
me to hope in it: wilt Thou dis-
appoint the . hope which Thou
hast Thyself begotten in Me?—
C. H. Spurgeon.

HEART-KEEPING
Heart keeping is much like

houskeeping. There must be con-
tinual sweeping out of dirt and
clearing out of rubbish, a daily
washing of dishes, and a perpet-
ual battle with all sorts of ver-
min. If heart-cleaning could be
done up once for all, then the
Christian might discharge all his
graces and have an easy time of
it.—Theodore L. Cuyler.

A "SORE EVIL"
There is a sore evil which I

have seen under the sun, namely,
riches kept for the owners there-
of to their hurt. But those riches
perish by evil travail and he be-
getteth a son and there is noth-
ing in his hand. — Solomon.

Solomon isn't guessing about it.
He had seen it. So have I. I have
seen men hoard money to their
hurt. As Paul said "they pierce
themselves through with many
sorrows." Not a few; but lots of
them. They think the preacher
who preaches on money is their
enemy and wants to hurt them.
He isn't. He is their best friend
and wants to keep them from
hurting themselves. A crazy man
with a knife or a pistol is in dan-
ger of hurting himself or some-
body else. The man who takes
the knife or pistol away from
him is his friend and the friend
of his wife and children. The man
who keeps his money is just like
that crazy man. He is hurting
himself and going to ruin his chil-
dren.

Solomon says that is a "sore
evil." Some folk get sore, when
you talk about money. But that
kind of a sore isn't evil but good.

It is the kind that a Oil
makes when he opens a bad
buncle. It is to let the Pus
When folks get sore at a pre
for talking about money,
good sign there is pus on tile,
side that needs letting out.
who are toucheous about
are the folk, who are keePilte
to their own hurt. The
Spirit says that is a "sore e`
It is both "sore" and
That is why it hurts if you gr
it. In that case it only hurts
feelings. It hurts the man if
don't do it; for it fills his sY5
with the poison of covet0u4
and the pus of avarice. Arid'
Solomon said it is hard on
boys of the man who thus
treats God. And I have seen
too. I have seen a good
sons of men, who,kept more:

their own hurt, who after,
death of their fathers,
nothing in their hands."
daddies were their worst
ies. Hurt themselves; ruined
boys. That is one reason I r
the Bible is God's Book. I've::
it work today just like it

Bible days. It comes true. -"f

lor.

LOVE
The word, "Love," is a mighty

word,
But mightier still the fact

That we are commanded not only
to love

In word, but also in act.

True love is the fruit of the Spirit,
Not something turned on and

of
But lasting—abiding forever.

It does not scorn nor soff.

It spans the gulf of difference,
Sooths the words that sting.

Binds up the hurts and bruises
That others in carelessness

bring.

Love delivers from selfish un-
kindness,

From irritability, crossnesS
strife.

It delivers from envy and be/
ing,

Bringing peace —
life.

For this LOVE is pure and ill
And is a most perfect Pri,,Ij)

For Scripture says that Gu"
LOVE:

All our needs, He Himself
satisfies!
—One of His verg
All because of 131111

the Otil

"All man's religion,
exception, is man seekin&I
God. Christianity is Goa s'
ing after man."

He May Be An 'A' Studeo

HOW DOES HE RATE SPIRITUALO
Calvary Baptist Church, through her radio ministry an,d
columns of this paper, will help you to "train up a child 0.10
way he should go: and when he is old, he will not deport
it." (Proverbs 22:6).

Calvary Baptist Church, Ashland, KY,
BROADCAST

WTCR-1420 ON THE DIAL
Ashland, Kentucky

Sunday-8:30-9:00 A. M.

. WNRG-125P ON THE DIAL
Grundy, Virginia

Sunday-8 :30-9:00 A M.

WMLF-1230 ON THE DIAL
Pineville, Kentucky

Sunday-8:30-9:00 A. M.

WKIC-1390 ON THE DIAL
Hazard, Kentucky

Sunday-8:30-9 :00 A. M.

WMNF-1280 ON THE DIAL
Richvvood, W. Va.

Sunday-8:30-9:00 A. M.

WPAY-1400 ON THE DIAL
Portsmouth, Ohio

Sunday-7 :45-8:15 A. M.

WPFI3-910 ON THE DIAL
Middletown, Ohio

Sundoy-7 :30-8:00 A. M.

WKMT-1220 ON THE DIAL
King's Mountain, North Carolina

Sunday-7 :30-8:00 A. M.

SCHEDULE

WKKS-1570 ON THE DIA'
Vonceburg, Kentucky

Sunday-8:30-9:00 A. 0"

WCHI-1350 ON THE 01
Chillicothe, Ohio ,

Sunday-7 :15-7 :45 A

WMTN-1300 ON THE
Morristown, Tennessee

Sunday-8:00-8:30 A. NI'

WMOR-1330 ON THE
Morehead, Kentucky ,

Sunday-7:0O-7:30 A

WAIN-1270 ON THE
Columbia, Kentucky „

Sunday-7 :00-7:30 A

WLBN-1590 ON THE PIA'
Lebanon, Kentucky ,

Sunday-7 :00-7 :30 A.

WFLW-1360 ON THE 0$'
Monticello, Kentucky

Sunday-7 :00-7:30 A fv".,
nIP

WWKY-1380 ON -THE
Winchester, KentuckY

Sunday-7 :00-7:30 A. 'NA'
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RCH Qutte a number of churches have more fire in the kitchen range than in The pulpit. PAGE FIVE
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Modernism-Arminianism

(Continued from page two)
0 God for us or shall we go to
t ell and be punished a second
tithe by that Law? ,
"Oh, but man must do his part.

It is like this: a prisoner must
accept the governor's pardon, else
the Pardon is of no value."
tut, my brother, in the case

Of Pardon through Christ it is a
flatter of purchase and pardon
°n the basis of justice's being
_satisfied. A- governor can grant a
13ardon but the crime of the
criminal has not been punished.
,N0 iailhouse in the country would
seed and put up with a lousy bum
Whose fine had been paid by
urrieone. He would be thrown out
°t jail, like it or not. In the death
°J. Christ, He purchased us for
riltnself, we are bought with a
Tklee, we are not our own. God's
1.-!alv cannot condemn us to Hell
because we have been redeemed
irt:an under the Law. So how are
el'ohrisagtoing to get men into Hell if

died for them, satisfying
The Law, suffering its curse?
"Well, you see, Mr. Finney put41 this way:'The atonement aid

Ilet consist in the literal payment
15i the debt of sinners . . . instead
0 having satisfied retributive
j).,4stice, and borne just what sin-
-ei's deserve, Christ had only
"atisfied public justice . . . Christ

tis atonement, merely did that
t7hleh was necessary as a condi-
.2e° Of the forgiveness of sin; and
t'ot that which cancelled sin, in
e sense of literally paying the

te:debtedness of sinners.' (Auto-
1 Fraphy, pp. 50, 51)."

that's what I thought you
relieved. You don't believe in a
„lea]. atonement. You agree with
trelinius that "the immediate

till„,c1 Proper effect or end of the
z̀ eth and passion of Christ is,

ari actual oblation of sin from
irlein, not an actual remission of

eelal
gullies (or) justification of any.••

1., You agree with the Arminian
nus that Christ's death is "a

conditionate reconcilia-
not actual and absolute."

'Youtt. agree with Arminian John
.•,'Llae that Christ's death only
117° tentially sets apart every sin-

in the world."
01-1 agree with the Arminian
r̀aonstrants of the sixteenth

c-ebtltri-lrY that "by the death of
411' ..t1St• is nothing but the obtain-

a possibility" of salvation.
s, l°1-1 agree with them when they

"The efficacy of the death of
gl,rist depends wholly on us."

tiL°11, to put it frankly and
Y, agree with the Arminian

kiLeIrinchovius that "Christ can-,h).7 he said properly to die to save-.Yorie.••

when the Arminian teachesthis he is teaching exactly what
the Modernists teach. Both denythat
• Christ  really and truly diedto redeem men apart from
te 111,411 effort and merit. Both

that the atonement ise than worthless" (Robert

rhe Satisfaction
Of Christ

BY Arthur W. Pink

313

pages

Price:

$3.95

D?•int vook on the Atonement in
• today is so Scriptural and?1st

t?. -exalting as this one. The1407,7!ab5titutionary nature of the
• Of Christ is clearly present-

Order from:
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Sumner) unless man does "his
part." Both reject the atonement
in order to preserve the sover-
eignty of man, which is bound
up in the "divine spark" of the
Modernist and the "free-will" of
the Arminian.

Experience is proving to the
world that Modernism and Ar-
minianism are of the same fam-
ily and most compatable. History
has proved it. The Bible clearly
proves it. When Modernism and
Arminianism descend to their
final destination they will arriye
at the same place — the pit of
atheism.

"Epaphras"

(Continued from page one)
He was a servant of the Lord
Jesus Christ. He was a good man
He was a man of prayer. He was
a man of intercessory prayer who
prayed much for the church at
Colosse and also for those of Hier-
apolis and Laodicea. And we fur-
ther learn from these Scriptures
that he was at that time, when
the book of Philemon was writ-
ten, a fellowprisoner of the Apos-
tle Paul. In other words, Paul
was in jail, and Epaphras had
been put in jail too.

So, beloved, while we know
very little concerning Epaphras,
we do know these few things
about him which would indicate
that he was indeed and in truth,
a good and Godly man—a man
who suffered for the • cause of
Christ. Though he suffered, he
was still interested, and still
praying, for the saints of God at
Colosse, when he couldn't do
anything else in their behalf.

WHEN CIRCUMSTANCES
WERE AGAINST EPAPHRAS,
HE STILL MINISTERED TO V 
THE LORD.
When Epaphras was shut up in

prison, you would think his min-
istry would come to an end.
When they arrested him and put
him and Paul in jail, you would
think that Epaphras' ministry
was finished. You would think
that nothing else could be ac-
complished and that Epaphras
was done for, so far Is the Lord's
work was concerned. But the
Apostle Paul says concerning
him, that this was not so. In con-
trast, the Apostle Paul says that
he was praying definitely for
them, and that he was laboring
mightily in their behalf in prayer
that they might be brought to a
perfect knowledge of the will of
God. This would show us that
even after his ministry was end-
ed by way of freedom, so that he
no longer could go about by his
own locomotion wherever he
might dare or desire to go—it
would show us that when he was
in jail and could do nothing else,
that he spent his time praying
mightily for the church at Colosse
and also for the saints of Hier-
apolis and Laodicea.

jail for twelve years that he
wrote those marvelous books that
have such a wonderful circulation
and have been such a tremendous
blessing to the cause of Christ.
He wrote "Grace Abounding,"
"Holy War," and "The Life and
Death of Mr. Badman," and of
course his "Pilgrim's Progress,"
which has been translated into
more languages, and has had
greater circulation than any other
book, except the Bible.

Now, beloved, if Bunyan had
been the man to, give up when
circumstances were against him—
if he had been the man to just
settle down when they put him
in jail, then Bunyan never would
have been able to have written
those books, and he never would
have caused 14,000 people to pro-
fess faith, and to follow the Lord
Jesus Christ in baptism.

Remember
Our

$ DAYS
Subscription
Campaign.

This leads me to say that this
man Epaphras stands as a good
example to us, to tell us that
when circumstances are against
us, that doesn't mean that we are
completely shut off, or that we
are completely cut off from the
ministry of the Lord.

It reminds me very definitely
of John Bunyan. You remember
when John Bunyan was arrested
for his preaching in England, that
they put him in Bedford jail. His
enemies thought when he was
put in prison, that it would sil-
ence forever the voice of John
Bunyan. However, when John
Bunyan was put in jail he got
word to his congregation for
them to assemble outside, and
whenever one of them would put
his cap on a pole and hold it up,
he would know his congregation
was there, and he would preach.
For twelve years John Bunyan
never saw his congregation, but
he preached to a cap on top of a
pole, and during that twelve
years a deacon of the Bedford
Baptist Church baptized 14,000
people into the fellowship of the
church.
Furthermore, it was while John

Bunyan was shut up in Bedford

Will You
Hell; Us?

Now that's the story so far as
Epaphras was concerned. When
he couldn't do anything else he
started to pray, and Paul said he
labored mightily in behalf of the
church at Colosse, that this
church might come to a perfect
knowledge of the will of God.
That was all he could do, but he
did his praying mightily in behalf
of this church.
That reminds me of an experi-

ence that I remember reading in
the life of Moody. When Moody
went to London for the first time,
it was on Sunday morning that
he preached in a church to re-
ceive, as he said, one of the cold-
est receptions that he ever got in
his life by way of preaching.
However, when he went back at
the evening hour, he found that
there was an entirely different
spirit in the church. He found that

THE FLOOD
By Alfred M. Rehwinkel

372 Pages
Price — $1.95

A marvelous volume, furnish-
ing the reader with an arsenal of
Scriptural and scientific evidences
with which to do battle with in-
fidel critics of the Word of God.
Especially should high school and
college students have this great
book. Perplexing problems and
questions are satisfactorily an-
swered. Generously illustrated
with 48 pictures of fascinatinp
fossil formations.

Order From:
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the people were spiritually mind-
ed and that their hearts were
suddenly changed so far as he
was concerned. It was quite a
contrast between a cold, formal
service in the morning to a live,
spiritual service in the evening.
Mr. Moody said that he couldn't
understand, and he wondered
why the difference. Later, he
learned there was a woman pres-
ent that morning, and that when
she went home, she told her in-
valid sister that Mr. Moody was
in their church that morning. This
invalid sister refused even to eat,
and from the time that her sister
came home until the evening ser-
vice was ended, this invalid
woman spent the entirety ,a the
time talking with God—beseech-
ing God to give Moody a great
service that night in the church.

Now, beloved, I take time to
mention this instance on the part
of Mr. Moody, and this instance
relative to Bunyan's life, and I
take time to mention Epaphras,
in order to say to you, that when
circumstances may seemingly be
against you, it isn't necessary for
you to give up. Many, many
times God's people can still go
on in the service of the Lord,
even though, seemingly and ap-
parently, circumstances, material-
ly or physically or in some man-
ner, may definitely be against
you.

II

EPAPHRAS' GOAL FOR THE
CHURCH AT COLOSSE WAS
THAT THEY MIGHT BE PER-
FECT IN THE KNOWLEDGE,
AND COMPLETE IN ALL THE
WILL OF GOD.

Epaphras was from the city of
Colosse. Paul said that he was
one of the city of Colosse, so he
was interested in his home
church. He was interested in see-
ing his home church be the kind
of church that it ought to be. He
was interested in seeing the peo-
ple at Colosse perfect and com-
plete in all the will of God.

Now, beloved, I wonder if that
ought not be true of myself. I am
wondering if it ought not be true
of every preacher. Should not we
seek to see that the people to
whom we minister are perfect
and complete in all the will of
God? That, I say, was Epaphras'
goal for this church, and I think
that it ought to be the goal of
every child of God. I think that
we ought never be satisfied until
we attain that position whereby
we are complete and perfect in
the will of the Lord God Himself.
The sad thing is that a great

many times we are content to
stand still. I know of nothing
that is of a greater evil, or a
greater danger to a child of God,
than to stand still in the service
of the Lord. We read how the
church at Corinth was standing
still. Listen:
And I, brethren, could not

speak unto you as unto spiritual,
but as unto carnal, even as unto
BABES IN CHRIST. I have fed
.you with milk, and not with
meat: for hitherto ye were not
able to bear it, NEITHER YET
NOW ARE YE ABLE. For ye are
yet carnal: for whereas there is
among you envying, and strife,
and divisions, are ye not carnal,
and walk as men?"—I Cor. 3:1-3.
The church at Corinth failed to

grow. Paul said that they ought
to be ready to eat meat, but in-
stead, they were still on a milk
diet, and were still in need
of the simplest things of the
Word of God.
I am sure that there are many

Christians who have been chil-
dren of God for a long time who
have not grown as they should.
There are people that I have
known for years, in fact, ever
since I was just a boy preacher,
who are just about in the same
status as they were when I was
a boy. They just haven't grown.
Instead of being able to take the
meat or the solid food, or the
strong doctrines of the Word of
God as they should, they are still
on a milk diet. They are still only
able to understand a few of the
simpler things of the Word of
God. I tell you, beloved, I don't
know of anything that has great-
er evil results than that of a

Christian standing still, and not
progressing in the service of the
Lord.
The Apostle Paul tells us of

others who stood still. He says:
"Of whom we have • many

things to say, and hard to be ut-
tered, seeing ye are DULL of
hearing. For when for the time
ye ought to be teachers, ye have
need that one TEACH YOU
AGAIN which be the FIRST
PRINCIPLES of the oracles of
God; and are become such as
have NEED OF MILK, and not
of strong meat. For every one
that useth milk is UNSKILFUL
in the word of righteousness: for
he is a BABE. But strong meat
belongeth to them that are of full
age, even those who by reason of
use have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil." —
Heb. 5:11-14.

Some: of these Hebrew Chris-
tians were standing still. Paul
says, "You ought to be teachers
of the Word of God, but instead
you have need that somebody
teach you."

I think, beloved, that that is
definitely true of many profess-
ing Christians. They ought to
have grown enough to be teach-
ers of the Word of God, but in-
stead it is now necessary that
they have someone to teach them.
They just haven't grown like
they ought to have grown. Many
a Christian today is in the same
status.

We have another instance of
individuals who stood still. Lis-
ten:

"Where is then THE BLESS-
EDNESS YE SPEAK of? for I
bear you record, that, if it had
been possible, ye would have
plucked out your own eyes, and
have given them to me." —
Gal. 4:15.

Paul is reminding the Christ-
ians of Galatia of their previous
experience. They had been happy
in the Lord — enough that they
would have plucked out their
eyes in behalf of weak-eyed Paul.
They loved him and the Lord
enough that they would gladly
have given him their eyes. He
says that this had been a blessed
experience, but that they don't
have the blessedness of that ex-
perience now. It reminds me of
one of Cowper's hymns, when he
says:

"Where is that blessedness I
knew

When first I saw the Lord?
Where is that soul refreshing
view

Of Jesus and His Word?

What peaceful hours I once
enjoyed,

How sweet their memory still!
But they have left an aching!
(Continued on page 6, column 1)
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PAGE SIX

"Epaphras"
(Continued from page 5)

void,
This world can never fill.

Return, oh holy dove,
Return, sweet messenger of rest,
I hate the sins that made thee
mourn,

And drove thee from my breast.

The dearest idol I have known,
What'er that idol be;
Help me to tear it from thy

throne,
And worship only thee.

So shall my walk be close to God,
Calm and serene my frame;
So purer light shall mark the

road,
That leads me to the Lamb."

These folk at Galatia hadn't
grown like they should. They
hadn't developed like they should,
and the blessed experience that
they had had in the past was
more or less forgotten about.

All the way through the Bible,
the goal of perfection is held be-
fore us. It should be our desire to
seek the truth, and thus grow,
and become perfect thereby.
We read:

"And he gave some, apostles;
and some, prophets; and some,
evangelists; and some, pastors
and teachers; For the perfecting
of the saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ: TILL WE ALL
COME IN the unity of the faith,
and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, unto a PERFECT MAN,
unto the measure of the stature
of the FULNESS of Christ: That
we hericeforth be no more chil-
dren, tossed to and fro. and car-
ried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men,
and cunning craftiness, whereby
they lie in wait to deceive; But
speaking the truth in love, may
grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ."
—Eph. 4:11-15.

Here are some verses that tell
us that so far as our ministry is
concerned, whether a man be an
apostle or a prophet or an evan-
gelist or a pastor or a teacher that
the work is identically the same.
We are to take people and teach

• them the Word of God so that
they will not be children tossed
to and fro by every wind of doc-
trine and carried about by cun-
ning craftiness and the sleight of
men.

Did you ever go to a show
where there was a sleight of hand
performance? Well, belove d,
many and many an individual
goes to church and is deceived
just as you might be deceived by
a sleight of hand performance in
a show. I tell you, beloved, God's
people ought to grow so that they
will come to a measure of stature
of 'the fulness of Christ, to an ex-
tent, that they won't be tossed
about by every wind of doctrine
that blows. There are Baptist peo-
ple in this town, I am satisfied,
that it wouldn't make any differ-
ence what came along, they would
fall for it if they heard it. Why?
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man t,,,,ho Iries lo beliille others TI2U3/ be little bimeit.
They just haven't been taught.
They just haven't been instructed
in the Word of God.
Paul says that it is important

that one have spiritual growth.
Listen:
"As newborn babes, desire the

sincere milk of the word, that ye
may GROW thereby." — 1 Pet.
2:2.

"BUT GROW IN GRACE, and
in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be
glory both now and for ever."—
II Pet. 3:18.

Now, beloved, I came back to
Epaphras who w a s laboring
mightily for the Colossian church
in prayer. He had a goal, beloved,
and that goal for the Colossian
church was that they be perfect
and complete in all the will of
God. That ought to be my goal.
That ought to be the goal of
every Baptist preacher. It ought
to be the goal of every individual
within a Baptist church. He ought
to seek to be perfect and com-
plete in the will of God just like
Epaphras was seeking that this
church should be made complete.
In contrast, I say that many an

individual is standing still. In
spite of the fact that the Bible
reveals the importance of spiritual
growth, men fail to grow. They
fail to become perfect. They fail
to become complete in the will
of -God. No wonder Epaphras was
laboring mightily in prayer in
their behalf. Doubtlessly some of
this church at Colosse hadn't
grown like they should, and
Epaphras, a native of that city,
and doubtlessly a member of that
church, labored mightily in their
behalf, that they might grow,
and that they might become per-
fect and complete in all of God's
will.

WHAT DOES ONE HAVE TO
BELIEVE IN ORDER TO BE
PERFECT AND COMPLETE IN
THE WILL OF GOD?
Wouldn't you like to be perfect

and complete in the will of God?
I dare say there isn't a saved
person, but what would desire
that for his own life. I'm sure
that that would be the goal of
your life — that you might be
perfect and complete in the will
of God. Now what does a person
have to believe to be perfct and
complete in the will of God?
In the first place, he has to be-

lieve the Bible. I would say that
no individual will ever be perfect
and complete in the will of God
apart from a thorough knowledge
and understanding of the Word
of God. While it is true that a
man must believe all the Bible
in general, there are some doc-
trines in particular, that I think a
man needs to believe, if he is
going to be perfect and complete
in God's will.
I think first that one must be-

lieve that this Book is the Bible,
and that the Bible is final so far
as God Almighty's revelation to
us is concerned. We read:
"And that from a child thou

hast known the holy scriptures,
which are able to make thee wise
unto salvation through faith
which is in Christ Jesus. All
scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness:
That the man of God may be per-
fect, throughly furnished unto all
good works."—II Tim. 3:15-17.
Not only must an individual

believe in the finality of the
Bible if he wants to be perfect
and complete in the will of God,
but I think that every individ-
ual must believe- in the sover-
eignty of Almighty God. Listen:
"For every beast of the forest

is mine, and the cattle upon a
thousand hills. I know all the
fowls of the mountains: and the
wild beasts of the field are mine.
If I were hungry, I would not
tell thee: for THE WORLD IS
MINE, and the fulness thereof."
—Psa. 50:10-12.
"The king's heart is in the hand

of the Lord, as the rivers of water
HE TURNETH IT withersoever
he will."—Prov. 21:1.
These two Scriptures would

tell us that God is a sovereign
God, and I do not believe that

any individual will ever in any
wise at all come to the place that
he is perfect and complete in the
will of God until he fully sees
the truth of the sovereignty of
Almighty God.

Then again I think if a person
is going to become perfect and
complete in the will of God he
would have to understand that
salvation is by grace. We read:

"For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man
should boast." — Eph. 2:8, 9.

Furthermore, I think if a man
is going to be complete and per-
fect in the will of God he would
have to accept the doctrine of
election. We read:

"According as he hath CHOSEN
US in him before the foundation
of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before
him in love."—Eph. 1:4.
"And we know that all things

work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are
the called according to his pur-
prose. For whom he did fore-
know he also did predestinate to
be conformed to the image of his
Son, that he might be the first-
born among in a n y brethren.
Moreover whom he did predesti-
nate, them he also called: and
whom he called, them he also
justified: and whom he justified,
them he also glorified." — Rom.
8:28-30.

Again, I think if a person is
going to be perfect and complete
in the will of God he ought to
believe in the doctrine of the
security of the saved. Listen:
"For I am persuaded, that

neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things to come, Nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from
the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord."—Rom.
8:38, 39.
Furthermore, anyone who wants

to be perfect and complete in the
will of God I think should be-
lieve the truth of immersion for
baptism at the hands of Baptist
authority. We read:
"But John forbad him, saying,

I have need to be baptized of
thee, and comest thou to me? And
Jesus answering said unto him,
Suffer it to be so now: for thus
it becometh us to fulfil all right-
eousness. Then he suffered him.
And Jesus, when he was baptiz-
ed, went up straightway out of
the water: and, lo, the heavens
were opened unto him, and he
saw the Spirit of God descending
like a dove, and lighting upon
him: And lo a voice from heaven,
saying, This is my beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleased." —
Mt. 3:14-17.
Beloved, that was Baptist bap-

tism. It was a Baptist preacher
who administered the ordinance
of baptism, and he administered
this ordinance by the form of im-,
mersion. When he had finished
this immersion, it was then that
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the Spirit of God came down and
settled upon Christ, and God the
Father spoke from Heaven, say-
ing, "This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased." The
only time in all the Word of God
when the entire Trinity was
present for baptism was in this
instance, when baptism was ad-
ministered by immersion at the
hands of John the Baptist. I tell
you, beloved, if a man is going to
be perfect and complete in the
will of God, he not only needs to
accept all the Bible, but in par-
ticular he ought to accept the doc-
trine of Baptist baptism.

I'll go further and say that if a
man is going to be perfect and
complete in the will of God he
ought to realize that the church
is a local body, that it is no uni-
versal organization, but rather it
is a local body that is complete
in itself and isn't dependent on
any mission board but rather is
dependent entirely on the Lord
Jesus Christ for orders in every
particular. In Matthew 28:19, 20,
the Lord Jesus Christ said, "Go
ye into all the world." In speak-
ing that, He gave the commission.
That commission was given to
the church, and nobody will ever
be perfect and complete in the
will of God until he sees that the
commission was given to the
church and that it is the church's
business to carry it out.

I also say that no individual
will ever be perfect and complete
in the will of God unless he
brings his tithes and offerings in-
to the church of Jesus Christ. No
individual is ever perfect and
complete in the will of God until
he submits himself to God's de-
mand for his tithes and offerings.

Furthermore, if a man is going
to be perfect in the will of God
he ought to believe in the premil-
lennial return of the Lord Jesus
Christ back to this world and he
ought to be looking for His com-
ing every day. We read:

"Let not your heart be troub-
led: ye believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father's house
are many mansions: if it were not
so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. AND IF
I GO and prepare a place for you,
I WILL COME AGAIN, and re-
ceive you unto myself, that where
I am, there ye may be also." —
John 14:1-3.
"Which also said, Ye men of

Galilee, why stand ye gazing up
into heaven? THIS SAME JESUS,
which is taken up from you into
heaven, SHALL SO COME in like
manner as ye have seen him go
into heaven."—Acts 1:11.
Beloved, I'm looking for the

premillennial, visible return of
the Son of God back to this world
some of these days.
I come back to Epaphras. When

Epaphras was shut up in prison
and couldn't do anything else, he
prayed that the church at Colosse
might be perfect and complete
and might come to know fully
the will of God. If I know my
heart tonight, beloved, it is my
desire that you, too, might be per-
fect and complete in the will of
God. However, you will never be
perfect ar complete in the will
of God until you believe the
Bible exactly as it is written,
and specifically the doctrines
which I have mentioned to you.
I think that no individual could
in any wise at all claim to be
perfect until he is believing and
practicing these glorious truths
that I have read to you from God
Almighty's Book.

CONCLUSION

If you are saved, would you
like to be perfect and complete
in the will of God. Well, you can
be. You can be if you accept the
Bible and follow the teachings of
God's Word. You are not going
to get perfection at a mourner's
bench. You are not going to get
perfection at an altar of prayer.
But, beloved, you do get per-
fection in the Lord, by an accept-
ance of the will of God as re-
vealed in all of the Word of God.
May God help you not to fight

against the Book. May God help
you always to accept the Book
just as it is written, and accept-
ing, make it the rule of your life,
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THE BIBLE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION
By ZACH FINCH

Springfield, Missouri

"But by the grace of God I

am what I am" (I Corinthians

15:10).

"Even so then at this present

time also there is a remnant ac-

cording to the election of grace"

(Romans 11:5).

Ever since Christianity had its

beginning, there has been much

'discussion upon this doctrine. By

some this is the most hated, de-

spised, and misunderstood doc-

trine than any other; other folk

who have come to see the truth

of this blessed doctrine have

fallen deeply in love with their

Saviour. A correct understanding

of this doctrine gives the servant

of God courage to "press toward

the mark for the prize of the high

calling of God in Christ Jesus."

The meaning of "election" or

the word "elect:" It comes from

the Greek word "eklektos," which

means "f avorit e, " "chosen,'

"elect," "to make a choice,"

"choose out," "chosen." So, from

the meaning of the word we learn

that there has been a choice

made; it is now our purpose to

find out-

I. Who made the choice?

II. What this choice was to?

III. When was the choice made?

IV. Why was it made?
V. How was it made?

I. Who Made the Choice?

"God hath from the beginning

chosen you" (II Thessalonians

2:13).
"According as he hath chosen

us" (Ephesians 1:4).
"Ye have not chosen me, but I

have chosen you" (John 15:16).

These three Scriptures teach

very plainly and should be suf-

ficient proof for the reader that

the choice was made by God the

Father. Who is the man that will

openly deny such Scriptures and

say that man does the choosing?

II. What Was the Choice to?

It was unto Salvation.
"Chosen you unto salvation"

(II Thessalonians 2:13).
"For God hath not appointed us

to wrath, but to obtain the salva-

tion which is in Christ Jesus"
(I Thessalonians 5:10).

• "I endure all things for the
elect's sake, that they may also

obtain the salvation which is in
Christ Jesus" (I Timothy 2:10).
God the Father has not only

chosen us, but He has chosen us
to be saved and to enjoy all
eternity in Heaven with Him.
This choice made by God was

not to damnation, for certainly
all men were headed for Hell and
eternal separation from Him. Men
go to Hell because they are sin-
ners and for no other reason.
There are some who teach that
men go to Hell because of their
rejection Of Jesus Christ, but this
cannot be true of all who are in
Hell, because there are some in
Hell, who, while they were liv-
ing on earth, never heard about
Jesus Christ. I ask you, can you
reject something you haven't
heard about, or even had a chance
to accept? They must either teach
that every person born from the
time of Adam until now has
heard the Word of God (which
is entirely against the teaching
of Scripture), or else that there
is more than one way to be saved
(which is also against the teach-
ing of the Scripture). "Neither is
there salvation in any other; for

THE COMMISSION

The same commission in Matt.
28:18-20 that commands us to
make disciples or Christians,
commands us to make Baptists.
No 'man has Christian baptism
who has not been baptized with
the same kind of baptism that the
Lord Jesus received. He received
Baptist baptism. That is the kind
He commanded His churches give
it to others. The commission is
just as plain on making Baptists
as on making disciples.-Taylori

This article was a paper
Bro. Finch wrote for his
course in Baptist Bible Col-
lege. He received an "A"
from his teache r, Noel
Smith. We are happy to
herewith publish it in TBE
with Bro. Finch's kind per-
mission.-Eds.

there is none other name under

heaven given among men, where-

by we must be saved" (Acts 4:12.

John 14:6).
If this theory be true, that the

heathen- have had their chance,

then let us do away with our

missionary vision and programs,

because we can only add to their
condemnation by preaching the

Gospel to them. The choosing of

some to salvation did not harm

the non-elect in any way, because

they had already made their de-
cision as to what they would do

with regards to God. God just let
them go on in their sinfulness
and as a result, they brought
condemnation upon themselves.

III. When Was the Choice
Made?

It was made in eternity.
"God hath FROM THE BE-

GINNING chosen you" (II Thes-
salonians 2:13).
"According as he hath chosen

us in him BEFORE THE FOUN-
DATION OF THE WORLD"
(Ephesians 1:4).
"Whose names were not writ-

ten in the book of life from the
foundation of the world" (Reve-
lation 17:8).
We are not chosen when we

accept Jesus Christ, but we be-
lieve in Jesus Christ because we
have been chosen (Acts 13:48).
Salvation is not election because:

1. We were chosen before we
were born, because election took
place in eternity.

2. You were chosen UNTO sal-
vation. Why chose something you
already have? The means is not
the end. Salvation is the end,
election is one of the means by
which God has chosen to bring
about the end (salvation). Scrip-
tures everywhere affirm that a
man is not saved until he be-
lieves in Jesus Christ. (John 3:16,
36, 5:24).

IV. Why Was the Choice
Made?

A. To make sure the death of
Christ would not be a failure.
"He shall not fail" (Isaiah 42:4).
The cross of Christ and His death
would have been a failure and
would have been a wasteful
event, because all men would
have done as some did -to Him
in His time and as they are doing
today. They would have despised
and rejected His atonement, if
God had not "ordained some to
believe" (Acts 13:48). This verse
of Scripture teaches four things:

1. That "believing" is the result
or consequence and not the cause
of God's Decree.

2. That a limited number are
ordained to eternal life.

3. That. the ordination or choice
was not to service, but to salva-
tion.

4. That among those who hear
the Word of God, only those who
were ordained will believe, no
more, no less.
Again I say that all would have

rejected Christ and He would
have failed, if God had not guar-
anteed Him that some would be-
blieve as a result of His choosing
them to believe (John 6:37).
B. To fulfill His purpose in the

creation of man.
"Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to

receive glory and honour and
power: for thou hast created all
things and for thy pleasure they
are and were created" (Revelation
4:11).
God created man for His own

Glory. He wanted a way to ex-
press Himself in physical, visible
orr l. and man would be that

form. God created man to have
fellowship with him. The chief
end of man is that he might bring
glory to God and enjoy Him for-
ever. But Adam, being not fallen
yet, deliberately rebelled and dis-
obeyed God and as a result of
His fall brought sin and condem-
nation to his race. The image had
now become marred and distort-

. . ' ........................

ZACK FINCH

ed. Herein is a great marvel, to
deny the teaching that man can
choose God on his own free will,
when Adam, not even in a fallen
state as we are, chose to disobey
God rather than to obey Him.
Even after Adam knew what he
had done, he did not try to find
God to seek forgiveness of his
transgression but rather hid from
Him when God approached unto
him. If man was ever to be re-
stored back to fellowship with
God, then God must restore him,
because man would not and could
not restore himself. "There is
none that seeketh after God"
(Romans 3:11).

V. How Was the Choosing
Done?

We know the method which
God used was the best one to use.
Any other method would nct do
because He was dealing with the
best of His creation, man.

A. Election WES not according
to foreseeen faith. There are only
a few Scriptures which seemingly
support this theory on the sur-
face, but when the truth of these
Scriptures is known, they teach
exactly different than what some
say they do.
before. It also has the meaning

1. "Elect according to the fore-
knowledge of God the Father" (I
Peter 1:2).
The interpretation often put

upon this is: "God knew before-
hand who, when they heard the
Gospel would repent and believe
on Jesus Christ, and seeing that
they would be saved (whether He
chose them or not), He chose them
to be saved in the future."
To this theory I reply:
(a.) They are in error on the

word "foreknowledge." This is
the same word in the Greek
which is used in verse 20 of the
same chapter by Christ. This
verse teaches more than a mere
knowledge beforehand or to know
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of planning in with it. Certainly
God planned the death of Christ
before He foresaw it would hap-
pen. So, from the use of the word,
God did not elect because He
foresaw who would believe, but
He knew who would believe be-
cause He planned or elected them
to.
(b). It makes God's will de-

pendent upon the will of man.
According to this view, God cart
do nothing unless He foresaw
man permitting Him to carry out
His will. But the Bible says, "The
King's heart is in the hand of
God and He turns it whitherso-
ever He wills" (Proverbs 21:1).

(c). This theory does away
completely with the necessity of
election. The Bible teaches ev-
erywhere that we were elected
before we believed. But this the-
ory has us believing before we
were elected unto salvation.

(d). This theory is based upon
the works of men. Forseen faith
is forseen works. There is no
difference. "Faith is the basis of
all good works, hence faith is the
greatest of all works" (Smith).
The Bible everywhere affirms
that man is not saved nor is he
elected according to forseen
works:

"There is a remnant according

to the ELECTION OF GRACE.
And if by grace, then is it no
more of work: otherwise grace
is no more grace" (Romans 11:5-
6).
"Who saved us and called us

with an holy calling, NOT AC-
CORDING TO OUR WORKS, but
according to his own purpose and
grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world be-
gan" (II Timothy 1:9).
Paul plainly tells us we were

not saved, nor were we called
because of our works, but accord-
ing to God's own purpose (what
was His purpose? read again IV.)
and grace. "Not only from a phil-
osophical standpoint, but from the
standpoint of the teachings of the
Scriptures, I must reject this the-
ory of election according to for-
seen faith." (Smith).
Another Scripture some use is

John 1:12: "But to as many as
received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God,
even to them which believe on
his name." The only trouble with
this is they fail to read the next
verse to find out who they are
"who receive him" and "who be-
lieve on his name." The Bible
says they are men who were born
again or made alive, not by THE -
WILL OF MAN, but of God. They
were made alive and given the
faith to believe and receive Jesus
Christ.
B. Election is based upon the

will of God. (Epheians 1:4-5).
1. We were chosen in him

(Christ) Ephesians 1:4). Every-

thing we have and are today we

have because of who Christ is

and what He did. He is every-

thing that the sinner and Chris-
tian needs. It was so important
that we be in Him, that God
chose us in Him before the foun-
dation Qf the world.

2. We were chosen by His
Grace (Romans 1:5-6). To de-
scribe fully the Grace of God,
man has found it to be impos-
sible. The best I can describe it
is that free act of God in loving
us and sending His Son into a
sinful world to die for us "while
we were yet sinners." Paul cer-
tainly had whereof to rejoice
when he, the chief of sinners,
could say "But by the grace of
God I am what I am," knowing
that his election unto salvation
was based upon that Grace.

VI. Conclusion

I then conclude from the
preceding material, that Election
is that eternal act OF GOD
whereby He chose from among
the entire population of the hu-
man race, a great multitude
which no man can number (Reve-
lation 7:9), to believe on His Son,
through the preaching of the Gos-
pel and the setting apart work
of the Holy Spirit.
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The Sick Man

(Continued from page 7)

with us in Christ, and especially
let us bear on our hearts all
those who are afflicted in mind,
body, or estate. If' we have had
to leave Trophimus at Miletum,
or at Brighton, or at Ventnor,
let us leave our heart's love with
him; and if we hear that an-
other Trophimus lies sick not
far from our own abode, let us
accept the information as in it-
self a sufficient summons to
minister to the afflicted friend.
May holy sympathy pervade all
our souls, for, however active
and zealous we may be, we have
not yet reached a perfect char-
acter unless we are full of com-
passion, tender-hearted, and con-
siderate of the sorrowful, for this
is the mind of Christ.

Simple as the statement of our
text certainly is, it is found in
an inspired book, and it is there-
fore more than an ordinary note
in a common letter. Like an-
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other verse of the same chapter,
"The cloke that I left at Troas
with Carpus, when thou comest,
bring with thee, and the books
but especially the parchments,"
has been judged to be beneath
the dignity of inspiration, but we
think not so. The God who
counts the hairs of our heads
in providence may well mention
His sick servant on the page of
inspiration. Instead of cavilling
at the littleness of the recorded
fact, let us admire "the love of
the Spirit" who, while he lifts
Ezekiel and Daniel above the
spheres, and raises the language
of David and Isaiah to the ut-
most_ pitch of poetry and elo-
quence, yet deigns to breathe in
such a line as this—"Trophimus
have I left at Miletum sick."
Can we learn anything more

from this plain line of apostolic
penmanship? Let us see. If the
same divine Spirit who inspired
it will shine upon it, we shall
not read it in vain.

First, from the fact that Paul
left Trophimus at Miletum sick,
we learn that

It Is the Will of God That
Some Good Men Should

Be In In Health

Whatever the malady may
have been which affected Troph-
imus, Paul could certainly have
healed him if the divine Spirit
had permitted the use of His mi-
raculous powers to that end. He
had raised up Eutychus from
death, and he had given the use
of his limbs to the cripple at
Lystra; we feel, therefore, fully
assured that had God allowed
the apostle so to use his healing
energy, Trophimus would have
left his bed, and continued his
journey to Rome. Not so, how-
ever, had the Lord willed; the
good fruit-bearing vine must be
pruned, and Trophimus must
suffer: there were ends to be
answered by his weakness which
could not be compassed by his
health. Instantaneous restoration
could have been given, but it was
withheld under divine direction.
This doctrine leads us away

from the vain idea of chance. We
are not wounded by arrows shot
at a venture, but we smart by
the determinate counsel of Heav-
en. An overwhelming hand is ev-
erywhere present, preventing or
permitting ill, and no one shaft
of disease •,is ever let fly by
stealth from the bow of death.
If someone must be ill, it was
a wise providence which select-
ed Trophimus, for it was better
for him to be ill than Titus, or
Tychicus, or Timothy. It was, too,
that he happened to be ill at
Miletum near to his own native
city, Ephesus. We cannot always
see the hand of God in provi-
dence, but we may be always
sure that it is there. If not a
sparrow lighteth on the ground
without our Father, surely not a
child of the Divine family is laid
low without His sacred will.
Chance is a heathenish idea,
which cannot live in the presence
of an everywhere present, living,
and working God. Away with it

from every Christian mind! It is
alike dishonouring to the Lord
and grievous to ourselves.

This also delivers us from re-
garding affliction as being al-
ways brought upon men by their
personal sin. Many a sickness
has been the direct result of
intemperance, or some other
form of wickedness; but here is
a worthy, well-approved brother
laid aside and left on the road
through a malady for which he
is not blamed in any measure.
It is too common nowadays for
men to be of a hard and cruel
spirit, and ascribe the illnesses
even of those who are true chil-
dren of God to some fault in their
habits of life. We wonder how
they would like to be dealt with
in this manner if they were suf-
fering, and could wash their
hands in innocency in reference
to their daily lives. In our Lord's
day they told him, "Lord, he
whom thou lovest is sick"; and
Solomon long before that time
wrote — "whom the Lord loveth
he correcteth; even as a father
the son in whom he delighteth."
This was much better, more hu-
mane, and more truthful speech
than the frozen philosophy of
modern times which traces each
man's sickness to his own viola-
tion of natural law, and instead
of pouring in the balm of con-
solation, pours out the sulphuric
acid of slanderous insinuation.

Let the afflicted examine him-
self to see if the rod be not sent
to correct some secret evil, and
let him diligently consider
wherein he may amend; but far
be it from us to stand at his bed-
side like judges or lictors, and
look upon our friend as an of-
fender as well as a sufferer. Such
brutality may be left to the phi-
losophers, it would ill become the
sons of God. We may not think
a shade the less of Trophimus
because he is sick at Miletum;
he is probably a far better man
than any of us, and perhaps for
that very reason he is more tried.
There is gold in him which pays
for putting into the crucible; he
bears such rich fruit that he is
worth pruning; he is a 'diamond
of so pure a water that we will
repay the lapidary's toil. This may
not be quite so true of any of us,
and, therefore, we escape his
sharper trials. Let us, as James
saith, "count them happy that
endure," and, like David, say,
"Blessed is the man whom thou
chasteneth, 0 Lord, and teachest
him out of thy law." What saith
the Scriptures: "For whom the
Lord loveth he chasteneth, and
scourgeth every son whom he re-
ceiveth. If you endure chastening,
God dealeth with you as with
sons; for what son is he whom
the father chasteneth not?" Laz-
arus of Bethany, Dorcas, Epaphro-
ditus and Trophimus are a few
of that great host of sick folk
whom the Lord loves in their
sickness, for whom the promise
was written, "The Lord will
strengthen him upon the bed of
languishing: thou wilt make all
his bed in his sickness."

We have only strength and
space for mere hints and so we
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notice, secondly, that,

Good Men May Be Laid Aside
When They Seem to Be

Most Needed,

as Trophimus was when the
aged apostle had but a scanty
escort, and required his aid. Paul
wanted him badly enough soon
after he ,had been obliged to
leave him at Miletum, for he
writes sorrowfully, "Demas hath
forsaken me, having loved this
present world, and is departed
unto Thessalonica; Crescens to
Galatia, Titus unto Dalmatia.
Only Luke is with me." "And
Tychicus have I sent to Ephe-
sus." How glad he would have
been of Trophimus, for we see
how he begs Timothy to come
with all speed, and to bring
Mark with him, whose service
he greatly needed. Yet not even
for Paul's sake can Trophimus
be suddenly raised up: his Lord
sees it to be needful that he
should feel the heat of the fur-
nace, and into the crucible he
must go. We think that the
church cannot spare the earnest
minister, the indefatigable mis-
sionary, the faithful deacon, the
tender teacher; but God thinketh
not so. No one is indispensable
in the household of God. He can
do His own work not only with-
out Trophimus, but even with-
out Paul. Yea, we go further; it
sometimes happens that the work
of the Lord is quickened by the
decease of one upon whom it
seemed to depend. When a broad,
far-spreading -tree is cut down,
many smaller trees which were
dwarfed and stunted while it
stood suddenly shoot up into vig-
orous growth; even so, one good
man may do much, and yet when
he is removed others may do
more. Temporary illnesses of
great workers may call to the
front those who would else, from
very modesty, have remained in
the rear, and the result may be a
great gain.

Poor Trophimus had in his
healthier days been the innocent
cause of bringing Paul into a
world of trouble, for we read in
Acts 21:27, that a tumult was
made by the Jews, because they
imagined that Paul had brought
Trophimus into the temple, and
so had defiled it. Now, when he
could have been of service, he
is sick, and no doubt it was a
great grief to him that it should
be so: yet for him, as oftentimes
for us, there was no alternative
but to submit himself under the
hand of God, and feel that the
Lord is always right. Why do
we not yield at once? Why do
we champ the bit and paw the
ground, restless to be on the road?
If our Lord bids us stand still, can
we not be quiet?

• Active spirits are apt to be-
come restive spirits when under
the restraining hand; energy soon
sours into rebellion, and we
quarrel with God because we
are not allowed to glorify Him
in our own way—a foolish form
of contest, which at the bottom
means that we have a will of
our own, and will only serve God
upon condition of having it in-
dulged. Brother, he who writes
these lines knows what he writes,
and this is the verdict of his ex.:
perience: God's work needs us far
less than we imagine, and God
would have us be aware of this
fact, for He will not give His
glory to human instruments any
more than He will allow His
praise to be bestowed on graven
images.

Lastly, our text clearly shows
us that

Good Men Would Have the
Lord's Work Go• on 'Whatever

Becomes of Them

Paul did not desert Trophimus,
but left him, because a higher
call summoned him to Rome.
Trophimug we may be sure did
not wish to delay the great
apostle, but was content to be
left. No doubt they both felt the
separation, but like true soldiers
of Christ, they endured hardness,
and for the sake of the cause
parted company for a while.

It would be a great grief to a
true-hearted worker if he knew
that any fellow-labourer slack-

ened his pace for his sake.
sick in an army of an earth'
monarch are necessarily an
pediment, but it need not be
in the army of the King of Ki
Spiritual sickness is a sore II
drance, but sickness of bo'
should not delay the host. If
cannot preach, we can pray;
one's work is out of 'our re'
we can try another, and if
can do nothing, our inabiliL
should serve as a call to t
vigorous to be doing all the Me
Trophimus is sick, then let Tt
othy be the more energetic.
phimus cannot attend the ar
tie, then let Timothy be the 1110
diligent to come before willt•
Thus, by acting as an incenti '

the lack of one man's service
produce tenfold more in otly
who are roused to extra elc.
tions.
Brethren, it will be the sweet

est alleviation to the pains Of
sick pastor if he sees you e!:
and all nerved to special cb
gence; his enforced rest will '
the better enjoyed if he knc'''
that the church of God is not,
sufferer because of it; and ,
whole mind and spirit will 01
ister to the health of his IN,"
if he sees the fruit of the 5'
of God in you all, keeping
faithful and zealous. Will you lv
see to this for Jesus' sake?
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