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To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word
it is because there is no light in them.—Isaiah 8:20
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Th But we are bound to give

:hanks always to God for you,
brethren beloved of the Lord, be-
use God hath from the begin-

in/idling chosen you to salvation
theihrough sanctification of the

to r1Dirit and belief of the truth:
s 0 hereunto he called you by our
13,j9lospel, to the obtaining of the
his tilory of our Lord Jesus Christ."
iinII Thess. 2:13-14).
poin If there were no other text in
it he Bible except this one, I would
a or bound to believe the grand and
3 erPorious doctrine of God's sover-
ig hfign election. No man can really
ii°0--kld truly believe in salvation by
collkace and reject this doctrine.
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THE BIBLE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION
There is a tremendous prejudice
in the human mind against elec-
tion, for all men are by nature
Arminians. If one admits the
Bible teaching of the total inabil-
ity of the natural man, the doc-
trine of unconditional election
must follow. What the Bible has
to say concerning election is
death to the "salvation by works"
advocates.

1. When Was This Choosing Done?

It was made in eternity.

"God hath FROM THE BEGIN-
NING chosen you." — (II ThesF.
2:13).
"According as he hath chosen

us in him BEFORE THE FOUND-
ATION OF THE WORLD." —
(Eph. 1:4).
"Whose names were not writ-

ten in the book of life from the
the foundation of the world." —
(Rev. 17:8).
We are not chosen or elected

when we are given to believe in
Jesus Christ, but we believe in
Jesus because we have been
chosen. (Acts 13:48).

The Bible teaches that we were
chosen before we were ever born,
because election took place in
eternity.
"For the children being not yet

born, neither having done any
good or evil, that the purpose of
God according to ELECTION
might stand, not of works, but of
him that calleth."—(Rom. 9:11).

2. What Was This Choosing To?
"... because  God bath from the

(Continued on page 2, column 3)

CAMPBELLISM
Series by Bob L. Ross

XVI

CAMPBELLITES TEACH MANY
"LAWS OF PARDON"

Campbellites assert that God has given different "laws of
pardon" in various ages and men have been saved by comply-
ing with these so-called "laws of pardon." The Bible, to the
contrary, teaches that men have always been saved by God's
grace through Christ. True, there have been different forms of
worship and ceremonies, but only one divine salvation. Before
the coming of Christ, various sacrificial forms of worship were
observed, thereby pointing forward to the sacrifice of Christ.
In our age, we have ordinances that point back to the same
sacrifice. In all the ages, sinners "behold the Lamb of God,"
looking to Christ as the sacrifice for sin.

Being depraved sinners, men have always had the same
two basic needs: atonement for sin and spiritual regeneration.
Grace has always provided these for God's people and none has
ever been saved by his own works. Jesus Christ has been ond
is the Procurer of salvation for every soul ever saved. In Rev-
elation 21:27, where the scripture is speaking of the city of
God, we find that none enter into this city "but they which ore
written in the Lamb's book of life." The Lamb is Jesus Christ,
the redeemer of all His people "out of every kindred, and ton-
gue, and people, and nation" (Rev. 5:9). Men have never been
redeemed in any other way. Christ's death reached back over
the ages past and down through ages to come, thus paying
the sin-debt of those written in the Lamb's book of. life.

These people had their names written in that book before
the world began. (Rev. 13:8). At the same time, grace was
given to them in their Representative, Jesus Christ (II Tim. 1:
9). They were chosen in Christ and given to Him before the

(Continued on page two)

What Is Wrong Withtshi
nth The Hardshell Baptists?7):,1
if be
I seV
Ini1;_c tOne of the "Short Sermons"
ly eached at 1961 Bible Confer-

in Ashland.

,n First of all, let me emphasize
,,'1 t we are Missionary Baptists,

11 P.411:I if there is anything that
'ks Missionary Baptists and

Wakes them righteously angry itto 
to call them Hardshells. Those

I 
dokio mistakenly identify us as

iiithikardshells because of our beliefs
the doctrines of grace betray

iougteir ignorance of the doctrines
004 these two groups. There are
8,11k,Ital, essential, fundamental dif-Iti

iousjOences between the Hardshells
ujad the Missionary Baptists. The

`1
-;i4itirrdshells are those who have
,11.70,,r. ken. the term "primitive" and
at 4313lied it to themselves. They

tl,ve no right to that name, since
,(1eY had no existence more than

hundred years ago, but they
:!ve appropriated it unto them-

ttiCives and we don't accept that.
t tiee don't recognize them as prim-

re bitive'
t• Al Nt ow, briefly, let me tell you a
)le W of the many things that are
*a2,7 rong with the Hardshells." The
r

.d.
a rdshell Baptists are wrong on

doctrine of the local church.

rri.i4 some cases they have separ-
TbY

3)•

,erne' "A. B. C."
1 We FOR CHRISTIANS

nava At a meeting in London at
el4lich the late Mr. C. H. Spurgeon

tbatesided a young minister was
ited to speak. He started by say-

s tb91111g that he was a poor speaker

s tlia:Id all he knew was the A.B.C.

44Pel. He went on to say "A"
ds for the text we should all

4rn first as it is the very begin-
g of the gospel for every sin-

"All have sinned and come
Fort of the Glory of God." The

stands for "Behold the Lamb
God which taketh away the
of the world." The "C" stands
"Come unto Me all ye that
our and are heavy laden and

*ill give you rest." At the close
the address Mr. Spurgeon, with

0. Ls streaming down his cheeks,
d, "Stick to that kind of
eaching and you will be a real
.C." Mr. Spurgeon meant by
s an "Able Bodied Christian."

By JOE WILSON

Winston-Salem, N. C.

ated themselves, and in other
cases they have been excluded
from the true church of the Lord
Jesus Christ. They have set up
churches, so-called, in opposition
to the true church of Jesus Christ;
hence they have no existence as
true churches. They are rival or-
ganizations to the true church of
Jesus Christ and have no more
right to the name of church than
a lodge or any other organization
that man might set up. Since they
are not true churches of the Lord
Jesus Christ, they do not have
the authority to administer the
ordinances of the Lord Jesus
Christ, so none of their ordinances
are scriptural or acceptable.

The Hardshell Baptists are
wrong in their doctrine of a uni-
versal church. Their teaching is
that all the elect of God make
up one church. Such teaching is
not found in the Word of God.
The only church known in the
Word of God is the local church,
a visible assembly of scripturally
baptized believers, organized for
obedience to the Word of God.
(Continued on page 3, column 2)

Church-Sponsored
Project To Have
Bar And Dancing
GRAND RAPIDS — A church-

sponsored group, which bought
the Manger Hotel as a home for
senior citizens, Tuesday, won ap-
proval of a bar license and danc-
ing permit.
The City Commission gave its

go-ahead on the two licenses for
the Randall House, which was re-
named after the hotel was bought
as an eventual home for the eld-
erly.
Approval by t h e Michigan

Liquor Control Commission is re-
quired. The local governing group
gave permission for transfer of
the two licenses from the Manger
Hotel chain to the Randall house.
Bought by the Randall Fulfill-

emnt Project, a church corpora-
tion, the hotel is being gradually
converted as a home for senior
citizens.
The present bar and the Hunt

Room, a dining area and night-
club, will be operated by the new
management.

The Randall House is being
(Continued on page 4, column 1)

New Guinea News
Sovereign Grace Baptist
Mission
Koroba, Free Bag,
Via Goroka
Papua, New Guinea

Dear Brother Gilpin:

As I am sending the report, I
will include a few lines to you.
Brother, things sure move slow

here. I have been here at Koroba
for twenty days now and all that
I have accomplished so far is that
I have most of our things at the
Government Station. I guess that
is a lot to be thankful for, though,
here in this country.

There have been various things
that have hindered me from going
on in and getting started on the
house. To mention only a few:
All my things were due to arrive
here the same day that I did, but
it was a week later before most of
them arrived. After that, I got an
infection in my right foot, due to
the skin being rubbed off by my
shoes. I was layed up for several
days with that; fact of the matter
is, my foot is still quite sore but I
can walk on it. I suppose the main
reason is that these people are
still pretty wild and the officer in

"C5ile naptist 'examiner 'Titttpit
"THE ABILITY OF GOD"

SERMON BY PASTOR JOHN R. GILPIN, MECHANICALLY RECORDED
"God is able."—Rom. 11:23.
Of course the Arminians limit

God's ability, and I am rather of
the opinion that even those of us
who take some little pride in the
fact that we believe in a sovereign
God, fail to recognize God's abil-
ity. I wouldn't be a bit surprised
but that every one of us, though
we might take pride in believing
the sovereignty and the omnipo-
tence of Almighty God, at the
same time fail to recognize just
how powerful, and how able that
God really is.
Do you think there is anything

that God can't do? Do you think
there is anything that is too hard
for God? Do you think there is
anything that is beyond the abil-
ity and the power of God? Well,
I- am sure that if I were to ask
you those questions, every one of

you would say, "No, we believe
that God is able. We believe in
the power and the ability of God,"
yet, beloved, in practice we deny
our position. P am certain that
every one of us fail to realize
practically the ability of Almighty
God.

I'd like to show you what God
is able to do. I would like to pre-
sent to you the ability of God. I
hope when we go from this place
that we will go away believing in
the ability of a sovereign God as
we have never believed in His
ability before.

GOD IS ABLE TO DESTROY
IN HELL.

God is able to consign both soul
and body to Hell. Listen:
"And fear not them which kill

.0144

the body, but are not able to kill
the soul: but rather Year him,
which is ABLE TO DESTROY
BOTH SOUL AND BODY in
hell."—Mt. 10:28.

As Jesus instructed His twelve
apostles to send them forth on a
preaching mission, He warned
them that there were going to be
people that would oppose them,
and that they would have opposi-
tion to their ministry. He told
these disciples that they would
be hated, and He reminded them
that they would be called devils,
and would be looked upon as the
off-scouring of the earth. He re-
minded them that this was the
way He had been treated, and
they need not expect otherwise
than that they would be treated
(Continued on page 4, column 2)

charge of this Sub-District didn't
want me to go in until some one
could go in with me and talk to
them. Not long ago one of his
policemen was attacked between
where I am going and the Gov-
ernment Station.

As things stand now, I am sup-
posed to leave here tomorrow
(Fri. 24), and join a patrol of-
ficer and some police who are out
about half way between here and
where I want to go. Together we
will go in and make camp, and
then for two or three days will
walk around and look the area
over for a suitable spot to put a
mission station. After that the of-
ficer in charge here will join us
and he will have a talk with the
people. The patrol officer will
stay on with me for another day
or two after which- he will return
to the station here and I will be
(Continued on page 5, column I)
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THE HANGING
GARDENS OF BABYLON
Among the seven wonders of

the ancient world, the Hanging
Gardens of Babylon are said to
have been built in pyramidal
shape — 1,000 feet square at the
base, rising to an apex 400 feet
high, terrace above terrace, plant-
ed with rare plants and lovely
flowers. They were constructed
to help reconcile Queen Amytis
to her Chaldean home.

But beneath and within all this
mountain of verdure and beauty
were the lions' dens! It was sym-
bolic, not only of "Babylon the
guilded" (Rev. 17:4) but of the
unregenerated human heart, and
all human "civilization." Out-
wardly, man seeks to keep things
beautiful and pleasing, but in-
wardly his heart, his "civiliza-
tion," is full of wild, ravenous
beasts, ready to tear apart all
their victims.

No one knows better than God
what is in the human heart.

"The heart is deceitful above
all 'things, and desperately wick-
ed: who can know it?" (Jerem.
17:9).

Outwardly, Antichrist himself
will be suave, personable and
"refined." But the dragon will
control his heart, and his pro-
gram will bring death and eternal
destruction to all who obey him
(see Rev. 13).—Christian Victory.
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Compbellism

(Continued from page one)
foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4, John 17:2). This was the
way of salvation mapped out by God for all the ages. It ap-
pears that men in every age have not known - or had reveal-
ed - as much truth as others; but salvation by grace has al-
ways been revealed.

It was revealed to Adam in Genesis 3. God acted in grace
in providing Adam ond Eve with skins for their naked bodies.
Their efforts would not do; God provided that which was ac-
ceptable. He had just promised a Deliverer (Gen. 3:15), un-
derstood to be a reference to Christ. Adam and Eve thus were
saved by grace, with a promise and a type of this salvation
given of the Lord.

This truth has come on down through succeeding ages.
Abel offered on animal sacrifice, thus exhibiting his faith in
the coming Deliverer. He offered this "by faith" (Heb. 11:4),
revealing that he knew the truth of salvation by the coming
Substitute (Rom. 10:17). He is called "righteous Abel" by the
Lord (Matt. 23:35), being made such by imputed righteous-
ness, the righteousness of, Jesus Christ (Rom. 3:21-26).

From Abel we come to Enoch, who prophesied of our Lord's
second coming (Jude 14, 15). The law written in stones was
not yet thus revealed, but it was written in men's hearts (Rom.
2:15) and Enoch's preaching concerned sin and righteousness
(Jude 15). Since he was a prophet, he was a witness to the
righteousness of God which is by faith. Romans 3:21 tells us
that this righteousness is "witnessed by the law and the prop-
hets." Christ is this righteousness (Phil. 3:9) and "to him give
all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever be-
lieveth in him shall receive remission of sins" Acts 10:43).

Noah, too, was saved by grace. "But Noah found grace
in the eyes of the Lord" (Gen. 6:8). This was well over 2000
years before Christ's incarnation. Noah, in II Peter 2:5, is
called "a preacher of righteousness." He was an "heir of the
righteousness which is by faith" (Heb. 11 :7 ) .

Abraham "believed God, and it was accounted to him
for righteousness." (Gal. 3:6). The gospel was "preached be-
fore" unto him (Gal. 3:8), and he rejoiced to see the day of
Christ (John 8:56). Christ, the Jehovah God, was the God of
Abraham (Ex. 6:3), the great "1 Am." Having Christ as sthe
object of faith, he received imputed righteousness (Rom. 4:1 -
4) . Abraham thus presents to us an example of salvation by
grace through faith (Rom. 4:23-25).

Moses served the God who is the great "I Am" (Ex. 3:
14). This was none other than the Lord Jesus Christ (John 8:
58). Hebrews 11:26 tells us that Moses esteemed the reproach
of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt. He fore-
told of Christ's coming by incarnation, saying, "A prophet shall
the Lord your God raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto
me; him shall ye hear" (Acts 7:37, Deut. 18:15). The whole
sacrificial system was different back then from ours today, but
she object of worship is still the some - the great "I Am,"
Jesus Christ.

Isaiah, another prophet who bore witness of Christ, seeing
His glory (John 12:41), wrote a vivid prophetical account of
the yet future death of Christ (Isaiah 53). In 61:10, this
prophet reveals his understanding of the righteousness which
is by faith. He says: "I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul
shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the gar-
ments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of right-
eousness, as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments,
and as a bride odorneth herself with her jewels."

Other prophets gave witness to Christ, also. For instance,
Micah told of his birth (Micah 5:2). Daniel said He would be
"cut off, but not for himself" (Dan. 9:26). Zechariah spoke
of a fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness (Zech. 13:1).
Paul quotes Habakkuk 2:4, "the just shall live by faith," in
writing of salvation through faith in Christ (Rom. 1:17, Gal.
3:11). Joel is also quated in like manner. "Whosoever shall
call upon the name of the Lord shall be delivered" (Joel 2:32)
is used by Paul in Romans 10:12, 13 and by Peter in Acts 2:21.

David's faith was in Christ and he described that salva-
tion which we have in Him. "Even as David also describeth the
blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteous-
ness without works, saying-, Blessed are they- whose iniquities
are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man

(Continued on page three)
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BROOKS HAYS VISITS POPE OF RON100
FORMER SOUTHERN BAPTIST PRESIDEKT REFERS TO THE PAPAL

ANTI-CHRIST AS A "FELLOW CHRISTIAN" IN
THE "CHISTIAN FAITH"

The Courier-Journal

Dec. 14, 1961

Washington, Dec. 13 (UP) -
One of America's leading Bap-
tist -laymen, former Representa-
tive Brooks Hays (D., Ark.), re-
vealed Wednesday that he paid a
courtesy call on Pope John XXIII
in October.

Hays, president of the Southern
Baptists Convention from 1957 to
1959, said he visited the Roman
Catholic pontiff at the Vatican
October 23.
Hays at that time was an as-

sistant secretary of state and was
in Rome in connection with a
diplomatic trip. He since has been
transferred from the State De-
partment to the White House as
an assistant to President Ken-
nedy.
He said his visit to the Vatican,

which was not publicized at that
time, was "unrelated to my Gov-
ernment duties."
"Pope John and I met as fellow

Christians without concern at that
moment over the differences be-
tween the religious bodies with
which we are identified," Hays
said in a statement issued here
Wednesday.
"Our meeting symbolized the

interest all Christians have in
strengthening religious freedom
and other freedoms throughout
the world. We can hardly hope
to see an end to political aggres-
sions unless we of the Christian
faith, whatever our affiliations,
exhibit an active spirit of unity
and brotherhood."

* * *

Our Comment: Our Baptist
forefathers were murdered by
the religious organization •head-

ed by the Pope. Millions of Bag
lists down ,through the years ha

suffered at the hands of lin°
and her off-spring. The P°
never made any kind of a cour

tesy call on Baptists, but h,
sought their lives wherever al
lowed to do so.

We wish that Mr. Hays an
all his kind would haste to Rome
their proper place. Instead

merely paying a courtesy call e

the Pope, Hays ought to kiss

big toe and get out from aril°
those who claim to be Baptis

Incidentally, this is anoth

thing that Southern Baptists ‘C

be proud of." They have 
corn

close enough to Rome that On

whom they elected as their 10°1

dent can pay a courtesy call

a "fellow Christian," the pop,
without any difficulty. Maybe n

even received a papal blessing!

Election

(Continued from page one)

beginning chosen you TO SAL-
VATION." (II Thess. 2:13).

''According as he hath chosen
us . . . THAT WE SHOULD BE
HOLY." (Eph. 1:4).

We are not elected because we
have become holy, but are elected
in order that we may be holy.
Many have the plain teaching of
the Bible turned around at this
point and therefore have a doc-
trine of salvation by works.

3. How Was This Choosing Done?

A. Was not acording to foreseen
faith.

To those who reject the Bible
doctrine of election, this is the
most popular view. This view is
purely and simply a doctrine bas-

ed upon the idea that man can
save himself. He doesn't need God
but in part. The Bible teaches that
we are "elect according to the
FOREKNOWLEDGE of God." (I
Pet. 1:2). Foreknowledge does not
mean, as many think, a simple
foresight of future events. Fore-
knowledge, as it relates to the
doctrine of election, means: TO
REGARD WITH FAVOUR.

"You only have I known of all
the families of the earth." (Amos
3:2).

Now God knows every family

upon the face of the earth as far

as having knowledge that they
exist. Therefore, the verse here
in Amos* must mean something
more. It means that the nation of
Israel was the only nation that
God had regarded with favour .
See Deut. 7:6-8 and Psalms 147:
19-20.

B. Election is based upon the will
of God.

"Who hath saved us, and called
us with an holy calling, not ac-
cording to our works, but accord-
ing to HIS OWN PURPOSE and
grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world be-
gan." (II Tim. 1:9)

"Having predestinated us into
the adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to himself, acocrding to the
GOOD PLEASURE OF HIS
WILL." (Eph. 1:5).

"Even so then at this present
time also there is a remnant ac-
cording to the election OF
GRACE." (Rom. 11:5).

As long as these verses are in
the Bible, no man will be able to
prove Arminianism. Election must
be founded upon grace, because
grace and works are inconsistent
in the cause of salvation. The
Scriptures teach that the very
faith and repentence- through
which we are saved are them-
selves the gifts of God.

"For by grace are ye saved
through FAITH: and THAT NOT
OF YOURSELVES, IT IS THE.
GIFT OF GOD." (Eph. 2:8).

The Christians in Achaia had

"believed through grace." (Acts
18:27). Only those that the Father
elected in the beginning ever
have faith given to them.

4. Why Was This Choosing Done?

"For of him, and through him,
and to him, are all things: to
whom be glory forever." - (Rom.
11:36).

This verse teaches that God is
the EFFICIENT CAUSE, the DIS-
POSER and the FINAL CAUSE
of all things.

When God created Adam, he
created him with a purpose, and
that purpose was to glorify God.
That purpose was not spoiled by
Adam or by Satan. What Adam
did and what Satan did was ac-
cording to God's ETERNAL PUR-
POSE. See Eph. 3:9-11.

To see election springing from

any other root than the good
pleasure of God, is to frustrate
the principal end of man's salva-
tion, namely, "the glory of God's
grace." (Eph. 1:6; 2:7).

5. Election Produces Good
Results

A. Election made sure that the

death of Christ would not be a
failure.

In the scheme of Arminianism,
Christ's death could have been a
partial failure, yea even a com-
plete failure. They teach that
Christ died for the entire race of
Adam, and that coming to Christ
lies in the "free-will" of man.
What if no man had believed?
The truth of the matter is that
"all that the Father giveth me
SHALL COME to me." (John 6:
37).

Everyone that God chose to be
saved in eternity MUST be saved,
and shall be saved in God's ap-
pointed way. Christ died for those
that the Father elected, and the
Holy Spirit in time applies the
benefits of Christ's death to them.
He gives a knowledge of Christ,
through the Word, to them. To
have a knowledge of Christ given
to one by the Holy Spirit is to
have eternal life.-(John 17:2).

B. Election produces:

I. Love - Gal. 5:22.

2. Faith - Eph. 22:8, Gal. 5:22

and Acts 18:27.

3. Holiness - Eph. 1:4.

4. Humility - I Cor. 4:7.

5. Blessedness - Rom. 4:6.

6. Assurance - I Thess. 1:5.

There are many objections tc
the doctrine of election which we
do not now purpose to deal with. 1
have found, hotkever, that if a
man will reject one verse of scrip-
ture; he will rejek a hundred. The
man on whose.*SDirit the doctrine
of election has-had its efect does
not boast as to his goodness. He
must say with the Apostle Paul:
"By the grace of God I am what
I am.- Amen.

-Biblical Contender,.

Preach Chris
Not One's
Experiences
There is a lot of "experiments,"

preaching today that empbaSize
one's experience more than tb
Saviour. There is one preache

r

particular, with a wide follow 

who lays great stress upon wh

he calls "Holy Spirit 
conviction,

wanrditeofttoen 
us,
so 

professing ll°
g

to 

been under conviction for Inen
f°111

months.

When preaching puts its ere

phasis upon emotional 
reactio.

and experiences, it 
produces

the natural man a concern 
abou

these things rather than about

Saviour. Some say, "Oh, if
would just reveal Christ 

to 113

heart. Oh, if 1 could just kri°

Him.- Actually, what these Pe°

ple are looking for is not Chris

but some kind of emotional e';

perience or feeling which th

can interpret as being a "revel

lion of Christ to the heart."

We have nothing against ern

tional reactions and expe
ricne

when they come as a result e

Gospel preaching; but when tho

become the central theme r

preaching and the minds of ilea,

ers center upon them, 
then

lGikoespteol s ei is being perverted

tears,

tNZT

sin,,ne„,

deep 

ca°tnhverictriti°v:

even hear shouts of joy, but
do not like to hear these 

exPeTs

ences preached to lost sinner,

They give sinners
ject for faith. They cause

to look for "feelings," r 

the wrong 151.,

look to Christ.-Editorial.

3 think TBE is the best relig,L°

paper published these daYs.

God bless you and yours 
as We

as THE BAPTIST E-XAMINVI,'

-B. W. 
Daniel,
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By E. G. COOK
Birmingham, Alabama

hould Baptist Churches accept

e other church's baptism, if

person who was baptized has

immersed?

is is a question that is very

h before the churches of our

. But before we go too far

this subject let us consider

a moment who has authority

baptize. When a man is or-

ed as a minister of the gos-

does his ordination automat-

ly carry with it the authority

baptize any person who might

o be baptized? There are

y people today who call

mselves Baptists who would

the preacher has that au-

rity. But God's born again

s-should seriously consider the

tion: Is baptism a church or-

ance? If it is a church ordi-

e, as this writer firmly be-

yes it is, should the church

t have some say so as to who
to be baptized and who is to

the baptizing?
we are agreed that baptism

strictly a church ordinance,

xi let us consider what church

churches) has Scriptural au-

rity to baptize. All of us agree
t Christ established His
ch, and some of us agree that
did it Himself while He was

here on the earth. We must

agree that He said the gates
Hell shall not prevail against
That means that His church

Still here today. It means, that

has been here every day since
established it. Since that is

e, why did the Holy Spirit
lead men like Martin Luther,
ry VIII, John Calvin and

lin Wesley into the church our
rd had already put here? Why
uld the Holy Spirit be a party
bringing in a host of differ-

- churches, after having told
so many times to believe the
e thing, to speak the same

lug and to have no divisions
ong us?

It should be clear to every-
that our Lord has nothing to
with all these divisions ex-
t to allow them, and there is
justification for them except

be that everyone may be able
believe and practice whatever

'Pleases. Who can say our Lord
Id ever be a party to some-
g like that?

le Q The Bible is not like a pair
ben5 stretchy socks which is made
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to fit any and everybody, but

rather we are to fit our lives to

it. If there is any stretching and

yielding to be done, it must be

done by us. The Word of God

is steadfast and unmovable. It

has the same meaning today that

it had a thousand years ago, and

it will have that same meaning

forevermore.
If you can believe. that our

Lord went contrary to such great

Scriptures as I Pet. 3:8, 2 Cor.

13:11, Rom. 12:16, Phil. 2:2 and

I Cor. 1:10 and led Luther, Cal-

vin, Wesley and others to estab-

lish other churches, then you can

accept alien baptism freely with-

out any compunction of consci-

ence. But if you, like the writer,
believe He had absolutely nothing

to do with the establishing of all

this conglomeration of churches,

you must surely agree with the

writer that our Lord would not

be satisfied with their baptism

regardless of their mode. So why

should we be satisfied with it?

Baptist churches of a genera-

tion ago would never have ac-

cepted alien baptism under any

circumstances. But modernistic

teaching and preaching has con-

fused the thinking of many Bap-

tists of today. Broadminded tol-

erance among church people,

which is pure, unmitigated mod-

ernism, has outmoded Scriptures

like, "Come out from among

them, and •be ye separate, saith

the Lord." Those who believe

"old fogy" Scriptures like that

are about as popular today as

our Lord was in Mt. 27:22.

AA%

Hardshell Baptists

(Continued from page one)
The Hardshell Baptists are

wrong on the matter of scriptural

giving and the support of the
ministry. I have heard one of the

top Hardshell preachers in the

country over and over ridicule
the Bible doctrine of Christians'
tithing. The Bible is clear; every

child of God is obligated by the
Word of God to unite with a
scriptural church and to support

the work of that church, and that
church is to support the min-
istry. The Hardshells deny store-

house tithing, and they deny the

proper support of the ministry.

The Hardshell Baptists are

wrong on the doctrine of predes-

tination. Now here the Hardshells

divide themselves into what they
call "Hardshells" and "Soft-
shells," or "Absoluters" and

"Non-absoluters." The majority
of Hardshells, as far as I can
ascertain, belong to the Non-ab-

solute group and they teach that
predestination refers to God pre-

destinating His elect to salvation

in Heaven, but has nothing to

do with the other events of his-

tory.

The Bible is clear that all

events of history are ordained of

God. God has foreordained what

shall come to pass. Everything
that comes to pass in this world
was marked out and planned of
God in eternity, and God in His
providence is working everything
according to the plan that He

made. Everything is included in

that. The sorrows of life, the

tragedies of life, and the dark

hours of life are all the sover-

eign and eternal purpose of God,

and that is the only truth that

will enable you to stand in the

dark hours of life (Rom. 8:28).
Now the Hardshells deny that,

and they just believe a little bit
of predestination, but outside of
the predestination of the elect
to Heaven, they are as Arminian
as the rest.

The Hardshell Baptists are

wrong on the gloriovz doctrine
of assurance. It is the blessed and
glorious privilege of every child

of God to know that he is a
child of God. I was saved in a
Holiness church and didn't
know the truths of God's Word.

Keep your lamp trimmed and burning, and le l god place i 'hez'e he will.

I had been taught that you had
to live a perfect life, and I could-
n't make it, and I was worried.
I spent several months in doubt
and despair, striving after that
which I could not reach. What a
glory it was when the Spirit of
God taught my soul by the Word
of God that I was a child of God
for eternity.

Over and over the Bible is
clear that you can know that you
are a child of God. "These things
are written that 'Ye may know
that ye are the sons of God."
Paul said, "For I know whom. I
have believed, and am persuaded

that he is able to keep that which

I have committed unto him

again that day." (II Tim. 1:12).

I understand that the word "per-
suaded" means that I have
weighed all the evidence and

have come to a settled conclusion

that He is able to keep that which

I have committed unto Him

against that day. There is no joy

in the world greater than the joy

of knowing that all is well for

eternity. All the wealth and plea-

sure of this world rolled together

cannot compare with the thrill

and delight that comes to the

soul of the man who knows, no

matter what time may bring my

way, all is safe for eternity. I am

a child of God. I have a home in

Glory, and what happens in this

world does not make a lot of

difference anyway.

Now the Hardshells would rob

us of that. They say, "We hope

so." Their "hope" is a hope-so,

whereas the Bible hope is some-

thing of which you are as-

sured, but it is called "hope"

because you haven't received it

yet. You are looking forward to

it. You know it is yours. You

know you are going to obtain it.

It is called hope because you

haven't entered into it yet.

The Hardshells glory in their

sad experience and go around

grunting, groaning and in such

despair. To them the chief mark

of blessing is to be in despair.

If I just hope that maybe I am

saved, but I have no assurance,

how sorrowful and despairing I'll

be. So they are robbed of that

great joy that comes from know-

ing they are children of God. To

me this is one of the major things

why I am against the Hardshells,

for they rob God's dear children

of one of the great blessings to

enjoy in this life.

The Hardshell Baptists are

wrong on the place of the Word

of God and the purpose of the

preaching of the Gospel of Jesv.s

Christ. You watch the man that

strays toward Hardshellism; that

is the point at which he will en-

ter Hardshellism nine times out

of ten. He will get off on the

purpose of God in the preaching

of the Gospel. God has magnified

His Word. God has honored His

Word. It has pleased the sover-

eign God to unite, so that no man

might part them, the preaching

of the Word of God and the sal-
vation of God's elect. "What God

hath joined together, let no man

put asunder." God elected and

predestined a multitude to salva-

tion, and in so doing He has pre-

destinated them to be saved

through hearing and believing the

Word of God.

The Scripture says, "How can

they believe in Him of whom they

have not heard?" The Scripture

says, "God hath from the begin-

ning chosen you to salvation

through sanctification of the

Spirit and belief of the truth.
Whereunto he called you by our
gospel." (II Thes. 2:13, 14).

The Bible tells us in James 1:
18, "Of his own will begat he us
with the word of truth."

The Bible tells us in I Peter
1:23, "Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incor-

ruptible, by the word of God,

which. liveth and abideth for

ever."

The Hardshells say that that
means the Lord Jesus Christ, who

is the living Word of God. Well,

why don't they read further and

see what it means, for it says,

"But the word of the Lard en-

(Continued on page 4, column 1)

PAGE THREE

Ca mpbeilism

(Continued from page 2)

to whom the Lord will not impute sin." (Rom. 4:6-8) . Paul and.
David preached the same gospel, Paul quoting David to sup-
port his position.

Job likewise was redeemed by the Lord. He said, "For II
know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the
latter day upon the earth: and though after my skin worms
destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God." (Job 19:25,
26).

The "Rock" that followed Israel was Christ, said Paul (I
Cor. 10:4). Christ said, "Search the scriptures: for in them ye
think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of
me" (John 5:39) . In Luke 24:44-47, Christ opened the under-
standing of the two disciples so that they understood the Old
Testament Scriptures as to the things "written in tbe law of
Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning
me."

Paul wrote to Timothy, saying: "From a child thou host
known the holy scriptures, which ere able to make thee wise
unto salvation, THROUGH FAITH WHICH IS IN CHRIST
JESUS." (II Tim. 3:15). This refers to the Old Testament
scriptures.

Paul's preaching emphasized that Christ is revealed in the
Old Testament. He "reasoned with them out of the (Old Testa-
ment) Scritpures" (Acts 17:31, teaching that "Christ must
needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead." He says
in I Corinthians 15:3 that Christ died for our sins and arose
ogain the third day, "according to the scriptures." The Old
Testament scriptures had directed men to the coming Christ
and salvation by Him. See also Acts 28:23.

In Acts 26:6, 22, 23, 27 we read of the "promise made of
God" concerning the resurrection of the dead and this promise
comes to pass because of Christ's resurrection. Therefore, God
made the promise long ago, in view of the resurrection of
Christ that was yet to come. Men of all ages, belonging to
Christ and saved by Him, will come forth from the dead. No
one except those saved by Christ will have such a resurretcion
(I Cor. 15:20-25).

Paul referred to the "hope of Israel" when speaking of
the reason for his imprisonment (Acts 28:20). What was this
hope? It was the hope of a resurrection from the dead through
the Messiah. This is the same hope of the Christian today.
"Christ in you the hope of glory" via resurrection from the
dead (Col. 1:27).

God has been the Saviour of His people in all ages (lsa.
45:22) and Christ is that God (Matt. 1:23, John 1:1, 14, I
Tim. 3:16, Titus 2:13). He has always saved by grace, upon
the basis of His own work (Rev. 5:9, 10). Salvation is not and
never has been by works (Eph. 2:8-10, II Tim. 1:9, Rom. 11:5,
6,9:8, 11, 15, 16, 4:1-8, Tit. 3:5, Phil. 2:13, 1:6) . Salvation
has never been of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth,
but of God that showeth mercy (Rom. 9:16) . The purpose of
God according to His own election is what stands: "Not of
works but of him that calleth" (Rom. 9:11) .

The Campbellites quibble about the '"gospel in fact" not
being preached until Pentecost. That shows how little "facts"
the Compbellites know. The word "gospel" simply means good
news. The "gospel of Christ" is the good news of salvation .by
the grace of God on the basis of God's incarnate redemptive
work. That message has been heralded all through the ages.
It is the "EVERLASTING GOSPEL" that shall be preached by
the angel "to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and peo-
ple." (Rev. 14:6). And incidentally, the angel will not be a
Campbellite water gospeler.

This quibble about the "gospel in fact" is just another
attempt by Compbellites to divert the minds of men from
Christ to the water. In addition to what has already been said,
the following verses reveal that the Gospel was preached be-
fore Pentecost:

"The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up,
and the poor have THE GOSPEL preached to them" (Mott. .

(Continued on page five'
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Campbellites Are Pushing 'Apostasy' Book
Praised By Louisville Seminary Heretic
We recently received the latest

catalog of a large Campbellite
book house in which they list the
"falling out of grace" book en-
titled, Life In The Son, written
by Robert Shank. The Campbel-
lite advertisement of this volume
occupies a comparatively large
amount of space and the Camp-
bellites definitely are happy with
the book. It is called "a very
readable and, valuable book."

This is the book that teaches
the heresy of a Christian's apos-
tasy from salvation and was very
favorably reviewed by Seminary

professor Dale Moody in the Re-
view and Expositor (April, 1961),
the official magazine of the
Southern Baptist Theological
Seminar y at Louisville. Mr.
Moody has been in the news late-
ly concerning his unscriptural
views on apostasy and the fact
that he commends this book is
some of the evidence against him
as a rank heretic. Now the Camp-
bellites are pushing the volume
and Mr. Moody thus has them as
his "falling out of grace" com-
panions. Good bed-fellows, no
doubt. —Editorial.

Hardshell Baptists

(Continued from page three)
tureth for ever. And this is the
word which by the gospel is
preached unto you." It is the
preached Word of God that God
uses in bringing men to life in
Christ.
The Hardshells say, "How can

a dead sinner believe the Word?
How can he hear the Word? How
can the Word make an impres-
sion -upon the dead sinner?" The
answer is that the Spirit of God
uses the Word in producing life.
It is not life apart from the Word,
but it is the use of the Word in
the producing of life.
When Ezekiel preached to the

dry bones, God used the preach-
ing of the Word, the wind typi-
fying the work of the Spirit. So
it is the Spirit — empowered
preaching of the Word that God
Uses in producing life in the dead
sinner.
The Hardshells have no revi-

vals. They have no evangelistic
efforts. They do net seek to win
lost souls. Their only desire is to
get folk who are supposedly al-
ready saved into their so-called
church. They do not have any de-
sire to make any effort to win lost
souls to the Lord Jesus Christ.
That is why they do not have
missionaries. They do not go out
on the foreign fields because they
are wrong on the Word of God
and the place of preaching in
God's eternal plan and program.

May God help us to not only
be missionary in name, but to
go out and witness and give the
Word of God, praying that the
Spirit might empower it and use
it in calling dead sinners to life.

Bar And Dancing

(Continued from page one)
operated partly as a hotel for
transient guests and as a general
commercial facility.—News Item

COMMENT:

Many folk describe the city of
Grand Rapids as the city of or-
thodoxy. It has more churches per
capita than any other large city in'
the United States. Now they have
a new record for apostacy. The
Fountain Street Baptist Church
has sponsored a home for senior
citizens by purchasing one of the
hotels. This project is named after
the church's first liberal pastor,
that is the Raadall Fulfillment
Project. On October 10, 1961 the
City Commission granted this
church sponsored ptoject a danc-
ing and bar license. It would ap-
pear that the Lord was not able
to cheer-up tho spirits of these
church members so they. were
making it possilale for them to
purchase liquor Os help in this
project.

Some folk -might ask, "Was this
church corrupt from the very be-

- ginning?" The answer is a defi-
.nite NO. Actually, this church
was the mother church to the two
largest fundamental Baptist
churches of the city,. namely,
Wealthy Street Baptist and Ber-
ean Baptist. You then might ask,
"How did this church ever get in-
.-to such a condition as to sell
'liquor?" The answer is rather

simple. As a member of the
Northern Baptist Convention
(now the American) they compro-
mised the truth, watered-down
Baptist doctrine, practiced open
communion, opened-up the mem-
bership to everyone and finally
they deny the very Lord that
was supposed to have brought
them. —B. Nelson

"The Ability Of God"

(Continued from page one)
exactly as He had been treated.
Though He would warn the apos-
tles that they need to expect such
treatment, at the same time He
said, "Don't be afraid of the man
that can kill only your body. Peo-
ple of the world may hate you,
and may viciously oppose your
ministry, and your preaching, but
all that they can do is to kill the
body."

If I were to walk out of this
building, and somebody hated me
sufficiently that he would be will-
ing to risk a noose about his neck,
or a one-way trip to the electric
chair, then he might kill me be-
cause he didn't like what I stand
for. But if he were to do so, all
he could do. to me would be to
kill my body. He couldn't do any-
thing else.
The Lord Jesus Christ said,

"Don't be afraid of the individual
who can only harm the body, but
rather fear him that is able to
destroy both soul and body in
Hell." You know as well as I that
the only one who can do so is
God. God has the ability that man
doesn't have. Man has the ability
to destroy the body, but God, and
God only, has the ability to de-
stroy both soul and body in Hell.

It

GOD IS ABLE
BLIND EYES. /

We read:

"And when he was
the house, the blind man came to
him: and Jesus saith unto them,
Believe ye that I am able to do
this? They said unto him. Yet,
Lord."—Mt. 9:28.

If you will read the Context you
will find that Jesus was dealing
with two blind men and that they
followed Jesus, saying: "Thou son
of David, have mercy on us." Je-
sus said to them, "Do you believe
that I am able to do this?" and
they said, "Yes, Lord." The Word
of God tells us that as He touched
their bodies their eye-sight was
restored.
Though I might cite to y6u

many more of like nature, I cite
to you this one instance to show
you that God, is able to open
blinded eyes. Beloved, that is ex-
actly what God has to do in order
(Continued on page 5, column 2)
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GREAT JOY IN THE CITY
By L. D. GIBSON
South Point, Ohio

(Acts 8:5-8)

"Then Philip went down. to
the city of Samaria, and preached
Christ unto them. And the peo-
ple with one accord gave heed
unto these things which Philip
spake, hearing and seeing the
miracles which he did. For un-
clean spirits, crying with loud
voices, came out of many that
were possessed with them, and
many taken with palsies, and that
were lame were healed. And
there was great joy in'that city."

The first missionary of the
church seems to have been Phil-
ip. The disciples were to begin
at Jerusalem. Samaria is the next
place you will find in the charter
given in the Acts of the Apostles,
and the first missionary was Phil-
ip. You would have thought that
all the people of Christ would
have been missionaries. In the
burst of enthusiasm of the day
of Pentecost it seems that they
would have gone to every place
on earth to preach the Gospel,
but they were so satisfied with
their own growing numbers that
they were content to look after
their own affairs. Mark the con-
sequence. Recollect in applica-
tion to yourselves that you are
as much by divine institution a
missionary church as the first
church—that at Jerusalem.
A Christian is in his very na-

ture evangelistic. The Christian
might be called a missionary,
and a church a company of mis-
sionaries and these people at Je-
rusalem seem to have forgotten all
this, and God sent down a storm
of persecution that scattered them
abroad, and then they went for-
ward preaching, the word.
In the preceding chapter we

have an account of the death of
Stephen. He was the first, Philip
was second of the deacons. Philip
was therefore now the first man
in the church; so the first mis-
sionary was the first man the
church had.

Let us, if we can, send out our
best men, men first in spiritual
education, first in power. Mark
this; this first note of mine is
that the first missionary was
Philip.

II

Next, the first missionary sta-
tion claims our notice. It was
nearest to Jerusalem-Sheckem,
four miles from Jerusalem. It
has many names. It was the most
influential town in the province
or country of Samaria. The
Samaritans were not Jews, but
foreigners. Jesus Christ sent the
missionaries there.

I would now stop to call your
attention to the fact that it was
to a city the missionaries we:at;
they did not exhaust their ener-
gies in the sparsely populated
districts; they went to the centers.

III -

What was the first missionary
theme? Let us not stop to inquire
what it was not—what was it?
He simply preached Christ, the
great doctrine of the Gospel—
Christ the Saviour, man .the sin-
ner. If a man were not lost, he
would not need the Good Shep-
herd to find him. We must preach
Christ; there is- but one theme,
though there are different ways
of putting it. It was with a view
to preach Christ that Moses
taught the Law; it was with a
view to preach Christ that Aaron
and the priests ministered at -the
altar; it was with a view to preach
Christ that the marvellous Tem-
ple was constructed; it was a
view to preach Christ that the
Jewish historians recorded their
histories; it was with a view to
preach Christ that the prophets
poured out their harmonies; it
was with a view to preach Christ
that the Psalmist gave us his
outpourings of praise and prayer.
Christ is the subject that the

hills bend to with harmony.

Everything bends to Christ; all
things find their meaning in Him.
The first missionary was the
forerunner of us all. He went to
preach Christ, and that was all
he did; Christ in the manger,
Christ in the wilderness, Christ
in the time of temptation, Christ
in the water of baptism, Christ
in the streets of Jerusalem, Christ
on the waves of Gennesaret,
'Christ on the Cross, Christ typi-
fied, Christ crucified, Christ ris-
en. Christ enthroned, Christ liv-
ing now, Christ in you the hope
of glory, Christ coming the sec-
ond time. Christ in all the rev-
elations of His love, Christ the
First and Last, Christ all this
through the Cross.

IV

And now I proceed to the next
particular—the first effect of this
missionary proclamation. This is
summed up in one sentence —
"And there wa-s great joy in that
city."

There were several reasons for
that joy. There was great joy in
that city because of the prepara-
tion of the people to receive the
Gospel. The people were pre-
pared by the Lord. It was pre-
pared seed to be dropped into a
prepared soil.

I think we are quite right in
believing that the city to which
Philip went, and in which he
preached Christ, was the very
city near which Christ sat when
He had his conversation with the
woman of Samaria. Christ was
the first missionary to the city.
It was, I think, about six o'clock
the people began to draw water,
while Jesus was waiting to keep
an appointment as old as etern-
ity. He was there to meet a cer-
tain person, at a certain place,
at a certain time, for a certain
purpose. She was the second mis-
sionary to the city. You know
the effect of it on the people
who heard the news. They urged
Jesus Christ to stay, and He stay-
ed two days. Though they were
outcasts, and might have been
tempted to look on Him as a
Jew, they received Him with
great delight.

Then Jesus went on His way.
Jesus vanished from the scene;
one year passed and no news,
and another, and another, and
no news; and then Philip came
with great news that caused great
joy. It was like an invested city;
the Jews had no intercourse with
the Samaritans. Tidings, there-
fore, travelled slowly, scarcely at
all from Jerusalem to Samaria;
so there they were. They wanted
to hear more about that wonder-
ful Stranger who had opened
their minds. Philip brought the
tidings to a prepared people, and
told them about Jesus Christ. You
recollect that Jesus Christ sat on
the wall of the well and spoke
about the Salvation that was for
all who would worship Him in
spirit and in truth. Well, Jesus
Christ has died for sinners, He
is ascended to the throne of glory
and the same Jesus Christ sends
you His love. He always loved
you. While He was in the world,
again and again He called at-

se-osoloskss asrztassossdie."

THE SATISFACTION OF
CHRIST

313

pages

Price:

$3.95

No book on the Atonement in
print today is so Scriptural and
Christ-exalting as this one. The
true substitutionary nature of the
work of Christ is clearly present.;
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Report Of New Guinea Missions
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1° 'plies  Mines Baptists Church, Bonne Terre, Mo. 100.00
eat
; a on Baptist Church, Detroit, Mich   10.53

ew Testament Baptist Church, Hamilton, Ohio   10.00
ovidence Baptist Church, Henderson, Texas   40.00
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'Ivory  Baptist Church, McLeansboro, III.   20.00
nhattan Bible Baptist Church, Manhattan, Kan. 10.00
ivory Baptist Church, Ashland, Ky.   89.00
Docliawn Terrace Baptist Church, Memphis, Tenn. 50.00
cedonia Baptist Church, Chicago, Ill.   100.00
est Side Baptist Church, Emporia, Kan.   10.00
ith Baptist Church, Hurst, Texas   15.13
s. Harry F. Hal!, Minn.   5.00
er O'Neal, Ark.   10.00
. Marvin Long, Ky.   10.00
''onus P. Sebastain, Ohio     10.00

rs. Frank R. Parrish, Va.   5.00
r. Purdom Carney, Ky.     18.09

Z. Matthews, Ga.   3.00
r. Walter B. Branning, Pa.   3.00

r. W. R. Powell, Texas   5.00

r. W. F. Strait, Texas    10.00

. F. R. Parrish, Va.   7.00

s. 0. C. Whitaker, Texas   3.00

. Herschel Estes, Ky.   5,00

eadows Baptist Church, Rolling Meadows, Ill.   7.00

ssil Baptist Church, Fossil, Oregon   14.50
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lieved, that had made him the
father of the faithful. Therefore
Jesus said to them, "God is able
of these stones to raise up chil-
dren unto Abraham."
Do you pride yourself on your

natural descent? Well, just re-
member this, if God wanted to,
God could take these stones on
which you are standing, and raise
up a child to Himself, a spiritual
descendent of Abraham.

I tell you, beloved, God is able
to work miracles in the realm of
salvation. That is exactly what
God has to do. God has to work
miracles in the realm of salva-
tion. There would never be one of
us saved if God didn't work mir-
acles, for after all, we are just
like the rocks - we are spiritual-
ly senseless.

Do you realize how depraved
we are? Do you realize how far
removed from God we are, and
how blind we are, and how deaf
we are? Do you realize how we
are so far, far removed from Him?
Beloved, if God didn't work mir-
acles in our behalf for our salva-
tion, just like God might take a
stone and change it, then not one
of us would ever come to know
Jesus Christ as a Saviour.

IV
GOD IS ABLE TO KEEP HIS

PROMISES.

We read:

"And being fully persuaded
that, what he had PROMISED.

$684.90 HE WAS ABLE also to perform."
-Rom. 4:21.

New Guinea News

(Continued from page one)
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"The Ability Of God"

(Continued from page 4)
to save anybody. God would nev-
er save a single soul unless He
opened blinded spiritual eyes.

That was the status of all of us
spiritually before we were saved.
Before we became a child of- God
our eyes were blind to spiritual
things. We couldn't see spiritual
truths. If it had been left up to
us to see 'them, we never would
have understood. -

Don't you often wonder why it
is when a sermon is preached, that
everybody doesn't leap for joy
at the prospect of being saved. It
would seem to me that every per-
son who is present in every serv-
ice ought to immediately rush for-
ward to profess faith in Jesus
Christ and to say, "I believe in
the Son of God as my Saviour."
I ask you, why is it that they do
not do so? Just one reason. What
is obvious and plain to you, and
what you cab see so clearly is
definitely in a fog bank so l far as
the unsaved man is concerned.
Why? Because he is blinded as to
his spiritual eyesight. God has to
open a man's spiritual eyes in or-
der for him to be saved.

Do you tell me that a man could
save himself, or that a church
could save him, or that a preacher
could do anything in the realm
of salvation to give a man absolu-
tion and forgiveness of sins? No,
no,. beloved. God Himself must
open our blinded eyes before we
might be saved. Therefore all the
praise, and all the honor and glory,
goes to God for our salvation, be-
cause God is able to open blinded
eyes.

III

GOD IS ABLE TO WORK MIR-
ACLES IN THE REALM OF
SALVATION.

Listen:

"And think not to say within
yours-elves, We have Abraham to
our father: for I say unto you,
that God is ABLE OF THESE
STONES to raise up children unto
Abraham."-Mt. 3:9.

The Lord Jesus Christ was talk-
ing to the Jews of His day. He
was talking to individuals who
were the sons of Abraham by na-
tural birth, but who were ignor-
ant of Jesus Christ as the Son of
God. Though they would pride
themselves that they were of the
natural lineage and descent of
Abraham, and though they would
pride themselves that they were
the children of Abraham accord-
ing to the flesh, at the same time
they were spiritually ignorant of
the truths that Abraham had be,

If you wlil read the preceding
verses you will find that it is talk-
ing about the experience of Abra-
ham. It tells how Abraham was
justified and saved. This chapter
deals entirely with our own ex-
perience in justification by faith
just like Abraham was justified
by faith. It says that as Abraham
was justified by faith, we can be
justified by faith. Then it gives
to us an example. God said, "Ab-
raham, a child is going to be born
to you." Abraham couldn't be-
lieve it at first, and when Sarah
heard it she laughed. The idea
that she, a woman past ninety
years of age, would bear a child,
and that her husband already ap-
proximately a hundred years of
age would become ,a father! The
idea was ludicrous and ridiculous,
and Sarah laughed at it, but Abra-
ham believed God and eventually
that came to pass. Old Sarah gave
birth to a baby. The deadness of
her womb did not keep her from
bearing that child. God worked a
miracle, and even though her
womb were dead, she bore that
child. Abraham believed that it
was going to come to pass, and as
this text says: "Being fully per-
suaded that, what he had prom-
ised, he was able to perform."
God made a promise to. Abraham,
and Abraham was persuaded to
believe that God was able to do
everything that He promised.

Beloved, that isn't true of -us.
We aren't able to do everything
that we promise. Sometimes you
promise things that you can't do.
You have promised things to your '
(Continued on page 6, column 1)
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This devotional classic has never
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edition of the book is complete
and unabridged, published just as
ed in large, easy-to-read, bold
Spurgeon wrote it. Each devo-
tional is one page in length, print-
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Campbellism

(Continued from page three)
5). I know this verse is not the Campbellite water gospel, but
it is the blessed gospel of Christ.

"Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came into Gal.
ilee, preaching the GOSPEL of the kingdom of God, and say..
ing, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: -
repent ye, and believe THE GOSPEL." (Mark 1:14, 15). This
is the same gospel preached by Paul (Acts 28:23). Of course,
it is not the Campbellite water gospel, they themselves being
the witnesses.

"And it came to pass, that on one of those days, as he
taught the people in the temple, and preached THE GOSPEL,
the chief priests and the scribes come upon him with the eld-
ers." (Luke 20:1) . These self-righteous, salvation-by-works
religious leaders rejected the gospel of Christ for their own doc-
trine. The Campbellites do the same, thus are under the same
condemnation.

The following poem expresses the truth concerning the
age of the Gospel of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ.

"Go back now for a while with me-
Away back into eternity.
Back beyond Creation's youth
Where everything that was, was truth.

Back, beyond sorrows and tears;
Back, beyond sufferings and fears;
Back, beyond anguish and gloom;
Back, beyond shades of the tomb;

Back, beyond trouble and pain;
Back, beyond losses and gain;
Back, beyond sobs and sighs;
Back, beyond the limit of skies;

Back,
Back,
Back,
Back,

Back,
Back,
Back,
Back,

before a ray of light;
before a day or night;
before a prayer was prayed;
before a world was made;

before the moon or sun;
before old time begun;
before a now or then;
before a where or when;

Back, before a here or there;
Back al anything, anywhere;
Back a thousand million years;
Back, further still with godly fears;

Back of the birth of all the past;
Back, to find the place at last;
Back, from when you faintly see;
Back to the first of eternity;

Back, before God gave any space;
Or ought of anything to trace;
Back, where all around, below, above;
Showed unlimited power and love-

Away back there, beyond our sight,
Where everything that was, was right;
Away back there preceding sin,
Is where the Gospel did begin."

Back then Christ was the Saviour. Back then God chose
us in Him. (Eph. 1:4). Back then Grace was given to us in
Him. (II Tim. 1:9). Back then we were ordained to eternal
life through Him. (Acts 13:48) . Back then we were predesti-
nated to conformity to His image. (Rom. 8:29). Back then
our names were written in the Lamb's book of life. (Rev. 17:8).

Thank God for the EVERLASTING GOOD NEWS OF SAL-
VATION BY GRACE!

Objections

But someone says, "What about Mark 1:1, where we
read of 'the beginning of the gospel'?" The word "the" is not
in the Greek. Therefore, this is not referring to the initial
beginning of the gospel, but only "a beginning." The gospel.
Of Christ is everlasting (Rev. 14:6).

Another says, "What about Luke 24:17, 'beginning at
'Jerusalem'?" This has nothing to do with the initial beginning.
of the gospel, but rather refers to the fact that the church was
to begin its ministry at Jerusalem, following the reception of'
the Holy Spirit's power.

There's not a verse in the Bible that supports the Camp-
bellite notion that the gospel had its beginning on Pentecost.

Campbellites Teach Two "Lows of Pardon" For This Age

A tract entitled, Some Facts About the New Testament
Church, sent to the writer by a Campbeilite preacher in Texas,
sets forth a teaching that is a basic doctrine in Campbellism;
that is, two "laws of pardon." The tract refers to these as
"Laws of pardon to Unloved" and "Laws of Pardon to Erring
Christian." Under the first "law," the five "steps" (hearing,
believing, repenting, confession, and baptism) are given; under
the second "law," repentance, prayer and confession of sins
are given. The first "law" is for the person who has never been
"Saved," while the second "law" is for one who has "fallen
out of grace." As to which "law" is applicable to a person alt
depends, therefore, upon his previous record. If never saved,
you must go through the first "plan," culminating in a sous.,

(Continued on page six)
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Fern's Encyclopedia
On The Word
"Campbellife"

We notice where several Camp-
bellites are quoting the little ar-
ticle in Fern's Encyclopedia of
Religion on "Campbellite." The
article says that "Campbellite" is
used in three ways: "whimsically
. . . ignorantly . . . viciously."

What Campbellites fail to ex-
plain, however, is that this little
article was written for this en-
cyclopedia by a Campbellite! Mr.
W. E. Garrison, a "Disciple of
Christ" Campbellite, is the author,
as indicated by the initials "W. E.
G." and the list of contributors.
Furthermore, why should the

"Church of Christ" Campbellites
be using this little article? Mr.
Garrison said nothing about them
in it. but mentions only the "Dis-
ciples of Christ." The "Church of
Christ" Campbellites do not rec-
ognize the "Disciples" as Chris-
tians.
Another matter brought out in

the encyclopedia is that the "Dis-
ciples" broke away from the Bap-
tists (page 54) and that Baptists
trace their Continuity all through
the ages (page 55).

It seems, therefore, that Mr.
Fern's encyclopedia is not much
on the side of Campbellites.—Eds.

sta&

"The Ability Of Go4"

Continued from page 5)
children which you expected to
do, but you couldn't do them.
Maybe something arose that pre-
vented you from doing it, or may-
be it was beyond your ability
even when you promised it. The
fact is, you just weren't able to
keep your promise. You didn't
have the ability to do what you
had promised to do. I know I have
had that experience in life. I have
made promises to people that I
had to renege on. I have made
promises to people and I have had
to go to them and say, "I am sorry
but I just can't do what I have
promised." Beloved, that is hu-
man inability.
However, that isn't true of God.

God never made a promise that
He can't keep. God never made a
promise that was going to be
worthless, because something else
came up in the future, that caused
God to go back on His promise.
Beloved, doesn't it bless your
heart to take the Bible and read
these promises one after another,
agam and again and again, and
just know that God is going to
keep them? Every one of them
will be kept. Every one of them
will come to pass.
I turn to the Word of God and

I read:
"3 will never leave thee, nor

fbrsake thee."—Heb. 1:5.
Beloved, I know it will come to

pass. I know he will be with me
tomorrow. I know He will be with
ME the next day. I know there
won't be a day of my life that
God won't be with me.

We read:

"Ho good thing will he with-
hold from them that walk up-
rightly."—Psa. 34:11.

Beloved, I know this promise
is going to be kept.

A fellow was telling me a short
time ago the reason why he was
a member of the Masonic order
was that if he got in any town,
and got broke, he knew he could
give the proper handshake and
somebody would come to his res-
cue pretty  quickly.

Beloved, I have something that
beat!: that. I have a promise from
God that "no good thing will he
withhold from them that walk up-
rightly." If I got in a town and
got broke, the first thing that I
roviiald do, would be, to say, "Lord,
am here, I am waiting on you."

God would take care of me. I
wooldn't have to depend upon the
world. I wouldn't have to depend
il)r. a. worldly organization. I have

ptoomise from God, and I know
Out God is; able to keep, and will
kee- p, tho t priarnise.

I read in Revelation 17 that the
old whore and her harlot daugh-
ters are going to be annihilated.
"And the ten horns which thou

sawest upon the beast, these shall
hate the whore, and shall make
her desolate and naked, and shall
eat her flesh, and burn her with
fire."—Rev. 17:16.

They are going to be literally
destroyed here in this world.
When I read it I don't have any
doubt but that it is going to come
to pass.

I am ready to grant you that
Roman Catholicism and the Pro-
testant churches that have come
out of Rome are riding high and
mighty today. I am ready to grant
that Catholicism is really in the
saddle in America. It looks like,
right now, that we are going to
have a Speaker of the House that
is a Catholic. Of course that was
to be expected, and it is to be ex-
pected that every office in which
a Catholic can be placed will be
thus filled, and that Catholics will
infiltrate our Government, one by
one, in all the appointive offices
that become available. I come
back to this fact, while Catholic-
ism and Protestantism may be
riding high, and eating high on
the hog now, I have a promise.
Revelation 17 talks about the de-
struction of the old whore and
her harlot daughters, and it will
come to pass because it is a prom-
ise of God.

Beloved, God is able to keep
His promise. He never made a
promise that He doesn't keep. Oh,
doesn't it bless your heart to
know that you are serving a God
that is a promise-keeping God, a

• God that will never let you down,
a God who will always keep His
promises.

V

GOD .IS ABLE TO DO MORE
THAN WE EXPECT.

We read:

"Now unto him that is able to
DO EXCEEDINGLY ABUND-
ANTLY ABOVE all that we ask
or think, according to the power
that worketh in us."—Eph. 3:20.

Notice, He is able to do more
exceedingly abundantly above all
that we ask or think. You might
ask God to do something, but you
can't ask enough. God is able to
do more than you are able to ask.
Without telling you specifically,

I'll say that for a long time I have
been asking for a large contribu-
tion in behalf of THE BAPTIST
EXAMINER. Though I have ask-
ed God for big money, I don't ask
Him for enough, for He is able to
do more abundantly beyond what
we are able to ask or think.

You ask God to save lost peo-
ple. You might like to see some
of your own folk saved. Who
wouldn't? You ask God to work
out some problem for you, and
you have plenty of them. You
ask God take care of the bur-
dens that fall on you from day
to day. Beloved. God is able to
do far exceeding beyond anything
that you and I can ask or think.
I mean by that, that you and I
can't think of anything really big
enough to challenge God. His abil-
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ity is beyond our mental concep-
tion.

VI

GOD IS ABLE TO KEEP THE
REDEEMED.

This truth is something that al-
ways blesses my soul.. I know He
is able to save. A lot of people
are willing to admit that God is
able to save, but they are not
willing to admit that God is able
to keep them saved.
We read:
"For the which cause I also suf-

fer these things: nevertheless I
am not ashamed: for I know
whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that HE IS ABLE TO
KEEP that which I have commit-
ted unto him against that' day."
II Tim. 1:12.
Beloved, He saved me. I didn't

save myself. I couldn't work out
nor effect my salvation. God did
it entirely, and if God saved me,
God can keep me.

Notice again:
"Now unto him that is ABLE

TO KEEP YOU FROM FALLING,
and to present you faultless be-
fore the presence of his glory with
exceedingly joy."—Jude 1:24.
"And I give unto them eternal

life: and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand. My Father, which
gave ihem me, is greater than
all; and no man is able to pluck
them out of my Father's hand."
—John 10:28,29.
Here it doesn't say that God is

able to keep you, but it does say
that no man is able to pluck you
out of the hands of God.

Listen again:
"For I am persuaded, that

neither death, nor life, nor angels,
nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor thing to come,
Nor height, nor depth, nor any
other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord."
—Rom. 8:38,9.
Beloved, there are not enough

devils inside or outside of Hell,
that are able to 'take a saved man
out of the hand of God. God is
able to save us, and God is able
to keep us.

VII

GOD IS ABLE TO SAVE TO
THE UTTERMOST.

We read:
"Wherefore he is ABLE TO

SAVE THEM TO THE UTTER-
MOST that come unto God by
him, seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them."—Heb. 7:25.
I am glad when I preach, I

preach a God who has an ability
to save. This text says that He
can save to the uttermost. I think
that would , teach us first of all
that He can save to the uttermost
of sin. You can't find a man who
is too low down for God to save
him. You can't find an individual
who is far enough removed from
God that God can't save him. He
can save to the uttermost of sin.
He can save also to the utter-

most of conditions. Maybe every
condition in this world is against
a man's salvation, but God can
save him.
He can save to the uttermost of

time because when He saves a
man, He will keep him for time
and eternity. He is able to save
to the uttermost.

CONCLUSION

I am glad when I stand before
a congregation that I can present
a God who has ability. I don't
have to say to you, "I think God
can do this," or "I have something
to offer you if you will help God
out." I don't have to say, "If you
have a little ability and couple
that with God's ability, then I
have hope for you." Instead, be-
loved, I stand here arid say to you
that the God I present to you is
a God who is able,
He is able to destroy soul and

body in Hell. He is able to open
blinded eyes. He is able to work
miracles in the salvation of lost
sinners. He is able to keep His
promises. He is able to do more
than we ask or expect. He is able
to keep the redeemed of the Lord.
He is able to save to the utter-
most.
Maybe somebody will say,

"Well, that sounds good and I
would like to be saved. I'd like to

Campbellism

(Continued from page five)
ing in the baptistry; if you've "fallen out of grace" and wont
back in, you can make it with only a dry-cleaning (repentence

and prayer). Baptism isn't worth a dime to the one who has

"fallen out of grace;" likewise, prayer is valueless to the ore

who has never had the sousing of the first "law of pardon."

So the Campbellites have two doors into Christ: the 
front

door is baptism and the back door is prayer. Once you go
through the front door, you can never go out through it, nor

can you come back in through it. If you fall out of the CarnP-

bellite house, the only way into it for you is the back door. You

can wash your sins away the first time by going through the

front door, but the second and succeeding times you must re-

pent and pray them away. In a practical manner, then, the

Campbellites teach a mourner's bench type of salvation in this

second "law of pardon."

In connection with this second "law of pardon," it is in-

teresting to note that while Campbellites teach that 
a"never

saved" sinner cannot pray acceptably to God, a person who 
has

"fallen out of grace" (and is just as lost) con pray accePtob'V
to God. In other words, here are two lost sinners, Jack and Joe.

Jack has been baptized but fell out of grace. Joe has never

been baptized. Jack can come to God and pray for salvation,

but Joe must be dipped or be damned.

Now where do Campbellites get this idea of a second "Or"

of pardon" which differs from their first one? It is primarilY

built upon a warped interpretation of the case of Simon, the

sorcerer (Acts 8:9-24). Campbellites teach that Simon vial

saved, then fell out of grace. Since he was told to "repent Om'

pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be for-

given thee," Campbellites conclude that this must be the

second "low of pardon."

The Campbellite conclusion is wrong for several reasons',

foremost of which is that it is built upon the false doctrine ocli

a believer's apostasy. Supposing Simon were really a so,v,e
man, there is nothing said of him that indicates he hod falle r
out of grace. True, Peter told him that he had "neither part nor,

lot in this matter" and that his heart was not "right with God' ,

but then Peter was speaking of "this matter" — the ma
tter or.

the miraculous power of the Spirit, in working supernatu
ral

wonders. Simon (if truly saved) came to a wrong 
conclusion

regarding the gift of the Spirit, offering money to purchase 
it. 

Hemay have had good intentions in desiring to be filled in 3

special manner by the Spirit, but he did not understand the

sovereignty of God in the matter. Thus he was not right 
jrj the,

thought of his heart. Nothing is said about his "falling out ar
grace."

Also, Peter told him that his "money perish with 
thee..

But "perish" does not mean "fall out of grace," nor 
does .ist

always mean "go to hell." The Greek phrase in Acts 8:2° I

"be unto destruction." Vine says the word "apoleia" 
(destru

tion) is often used "of things, signifying their waste, or

and gives Acts 8:20 as an example. The passage can be under
waste

stood, then, as meaning that Simon and his money were

so far as "this matter!' was concerned. Peter was not pronoun.a_:

ing damnation to hell upon Simon because he later exhorts'

to "pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart MO

forgiven thee." If Peter meant that Simon and his money We,,
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Peter, it is true, told Simon that "I perceive that thou L';7', their

in the gall of bitterness and in the bond of iniquity" (323 /nig

But this does not prove that Simon "fell ou,t of grace," nor t out

he was lost. Peter himself was once in a stcte which could , 
pie,

called "the gall of bitterness" when he denied Christ, 
but n pre
• o

was not lost; Christ had prayed for him that his faith fol.rIr, 
th

cha
at d,
wh,

stand
knol
!

tell Simon that he and his money were wasted and then tell .

to "pray God." Money "perishes" in this way, but how 
could

"fall out of grace" or "go to hell"?

(Luke 22:32). Though Peter's flesh did fail, his faith di

As for the "bond of iniquity," there was a man in the church

at Corinth who was so sinful that Paul instructed the chufch

to "deliver such on one unto Satan" (1 Cor. 5:5). Was t h,

man lost? Paul continues, "for the destruction of the

that the spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

the man wasn't lost, although delivered unto Satan for the (.1

struction of the flesh.
W"his So if Simon were saved before he was guilty of 

pre 4 ;m1You

sumptuousness, there is no evidence that he fell out of grac „htl° is

If, on the other hand, Simon were a hyprocrite, 

word. (proseuchomai) used for this act. In fact, the w°r t.0 

pro

,

ssTinh4.411 rebut not possessing salvation, there is only one problem
... 

lcase; that is, Peter's instruction for him to "pray (-70o. , jAirlIci tha
13Bible teaches that God does not hear the unsaved pray II-- le

9:311. Would Peter tell such a man to pray? 
,. yo

Supposing Simon were lost, this problem is solved b
Y riunAtoll Hi

ing that the Greek word for pray (deomai) is not the ordirif ist:* •Y°c 

used less than two dozen times and while it often refeirsop ,

prayer, it is also used in the sense of beseeching. The vior," oicitoxe.

pears in this sense in Acts 26:3: "I beseech thee,"

to Agrippa, "to hear me patiently." 
i

peter o 1
So we do not have to necessarily unders‘and 
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instructing Simon to pray for salvation, but we can understfjth? Poe

him to be telling Simon to beseech God, in accordance "

dicting other clear passages ond examples, is only tYP'c- ' '

Compbellism.

the Gospel of Jesus Christ, for salvation, if he were lost.
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Nos d u ,r head. You don't learn the
lt) ble by mental ability. No man
'or-, s ever yet come to a knowledge
tne the truth because he was smart,

intelligent, or because of his
n mental acumen. You can
n mechanics that way. You
learn history and geography

t way, You can learn physiol-
tt and biology and literature
ikt all the sciences and langu-
es of the world that 'way, but
40 don't learn God that way.
U don't learn spiritual things
that manner. Men are not able
come to the knowledge of the
th through their own ability.
OW then? Beloved, God is able,
d God works miracles in our
half in that He opens blinded
es. He unstops deafened ears,
cl He grants truth unto individ-
s. He is able to save and to
p, and to Him be all the praise
Your salvation. If you are ever
e to stand in the presence of

it will be because, not of
'flr ability, but because of the
ility of God.

The Vision-s

Western New York in the early
krt of the nineteenth century
Its a scene of religious confusion
pi excitement. Revivals were
tt uncommon, and sect vied with
let in proselyting members.
clings were often stirred up and
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hi rl "For the great day of his wrath
( Icorne: and who shall be ABLE
Ore stand?"—Rev. 6:17.
,11d John has given to us a picture
hirri4 the last days. He talks about
Id it e times when the heaven de-

tts as a scroll, when the moun-
s and islands are moved out

) ) their places, when the rich and
7-3 ilge mighty fall on their faces and
th0Y out to the rocks to grind them
i 13O pieces and destroy them from
t h , presence of the Lord, and
no then they seek for death and are
in't.ble to find it. Then he closes

chapter by saying, "For the
at day of his wrath is come;

cl who shall be able to stand?"
beloved, no man will be able
stand in God's presence unless

de.. knows the God who is able.
2_00n't say to you, if you are able
'°0:1 will save you, but I present

Pre'4,, You a God of ability, a God
ciCeirlo is able to save you and keep
sirigr•
th kay God grant that His grace14
-1h ell rest richly upon you now,
101-oVI that He will save you and

iZelp you saved, and help you
day to day as you walk

001-Zh Him. May His blessings be
non' n you.
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THE ORIGIN OF MORMONISM
emotions strained. Among those
who were troubled by the result-
ing confusion was a boy of four-
teen who lived near the town of
Palmyra. Deeply disturbed by the
tumult of opinions, Joseph Smith
sought answer in the Bible. He
found his answer in the fifth
Verse of the first chapter of the
Epistle of James in the New
Testament: "If any of you lack
wisdom, let him ask of God, that
giveth to all men liberally, and
unbraideth not; and it shall be
given him."
To him that promise and di-

rection seemed plain enough —
and exceedingly simple after all
of the argument to which he had
listened. He resolved to do as
James directed. In the early
morning of a spring day in 1820
he retired to a grove of trees near
his home to ask God for wisdom.
Kneeling, he began to offer up

the desires of his heart. To use
his own words — "I saw, a pillar
of light exactly over my head,
above the brightness of the sun,
which descended gradually until
it fell upon me .. . When the light
rested upon me I saw two Per-
sonages, whose brightness and
glory defy all description, stand-
ing above me in the air. One of
them spake unto me. calling me
by name, and said, pointing to the
other — 'This is my Beloved Son.
Hear Him!' "
Joseph reported that in re-

sponse to his queries he was told
that he should join none of the
churches seeking his membership,
and further that if he lived
worthily he should become a
power for good in the hands of
the Lord.
Though his neighbors and asso-

ciates believed that God had an-
ciently spoken to His chosen ser-
vants, as stated in the Bible, it
was incredible to them that in
their day He should manifest
Himself to a farm boy of their
own acquaintance. They ridiculed
the lad and became bitter toward
him.
Three years after his vision, on

the night of September 21, 1823,
as Joseph prayed for more light
and understanding, his room grew
light, and there stood before him
a personage clothed in white who
announced himself as Moroni, a
resurrected being.

During most of that night Jos-
eph and the messenger conversed,
and many wonderful things were
told the boy. Some of these con-
cerned a large .hill not far from
the Smith home. In it, according
to Moroni, was buried a set of
gold plates — a book of golden
leaves with strange writings —
containing the history of people
who had inhabited the land anci-
ently. He, Moroni, had been the
last of a great nation and had put
them there fourteen centuries
earlier. And now they were to
come forth, to be translated and
become a power for good among
men, "a new witness for Christ."

The Sacred Record

From the description given by
the angel, Joseph had little dif-
ficulty in finding the place. On
the west side of the hill not far
from the top he saw a rounded
stone, its center exposed by ero-
sion while its edges were still
covered with earth. Prying it up,
he found it to be the cover to a
box formed of stones. And there,
indeed, was a olume of gold
plates!

But it was not until four years
later that he was permitted to
take the sacred volume. Then his
townspeople, learning that he had
the record, commenced harassing
him in an effort to get possession
of it.

It soon became evident that
nothing could be clope_ with the
translation with conditions .as
they were in Paamyra. Joseph, ec-
cordingly decided to go to Har-
mony, Pennsylvania, to the home
of his wife's father, and there
with the aid.of instruments which
he received with the plates — the
Urim and Thummim spoken of in

the scriptures — to undertake the
task of translating the ancient
writings.

The Translation
While engaged in the transla-

tion Joseph and his assistant,
Oliver Cowdery, came to a pas-
sage concerning baptism. They
themselves had not been bap-
tized, and after considering the
matter they decided to inquire
of the Lord. On the 15th day of
May, 1829, they retired to a se-
cluded spot on the bank of the
Susquehanna River, and raised
their voice in prayer.

While they were praying a mes-
senger from heaven descended in
a cloud of light and announced
himself as John, known in the
time of the Savior as the Baptist.
Laying his hands upon their heads
he conferred upon them the
Priesthood, with power to bap-
tize, and then promised that yet
further keys would be bestowed
upon them. This promise was ful-
filled shortly thereafter.

The translation led to another
series of remarkable experiences.
Until this time Joseph had shown
the golden volume to no one.
Even while translating he had
separated himself from his scribe
by means of a curtain. But the
record spoke of other witnesses
to the reality of the plates. In-
quiring of the Lord, he was given
to understand that certain others
might be premitted to see and
handle them. Two groups, one of
three, and one of eight, partici-
pated in this experience, both in
the broad light of day. Both
groups signed written testimon-
ials to the reality of the record
and the engravings thereon. These
testimonials are printed in each
copy of the Book of Mormon.
Bas-reliefs of the group of three
are found on one of the monu-
ments on Temple Square.

With the completion of the
translation the book was printed
in Palmyra, New York, issuing
from the press in the spring of
1830. The first edition comprised
5,000 copies. Since that time
score's of other editions have
been printed, it has been trans-
lated into twenty-three lan-
guages, and its distribution today
is more extensive than ever be-
fore.

The Organization of the Church

The authority of the Priesthood
having been received from those
who held it anciently, Joseph
Smith and' associates proceeded to
organize the Church. On April 8,
1830, six men met in the home of
Peter Whitmer, Sr., in Fayette,
New York, and formally estab-
lished the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints. It was set
forth on its mission as a restora-
tion of the primitive church set
up by the Savior, the phrase "Lat-
ter-day Saints" being used to dis-
tinguish it from the organization
of the Saints of early days.

I have received many blessings
from TBE in the last year, and I
am still praying that you will still
have great success with TBE. May
God bless you all.

—Mrs. Ulva Henry, W. Va.

A Handbook Of
Comparative Religion

Why We Are Not Southern Baptists
We often received inquiries

concerning the Southern Baptist
Convention and what relationship
we have with it. We do not affili-
ate with this convention and for
the benefit of those who might
desire to know why we do not, we
herewith briefly state our rea-
sons.

1. The Convention is an organ-
ization without a command or
example in the Bible to justify its
existence.

2. The Convention is boss-rid-
den by ecclesiastics.

3. The Convention dominates
the churches and will use all its
power to grab the property of
any church that withdraws.

4. The Convention is a mon-
trous machine that destroys in-
dependency and autonomy.

5. The Convention is corrupted
by modernism and neo-ortho-
doxy.

6. The Convention, with but
very few exceptions, is Arminian
to the core.

7. The Convention's Coopera-

READERS WRITE

Dear Brother Gilpin:

A few lines to let yo t1 know
how much I do enjoy reading
each copy of "The Baptist Exam-
iner," and words can't express
how I appreciate the good sound
doctrine that is printed in each
copy of the paper. I greatly en-
joy the articles on Campbellism
by Bob L. Ross. I'm glad that we
have some people who will stand
up and declare the true Gospel,
as it is revealed to them from
God and the Bible. I sure agree
with him on everything he says
about Carnpbellism. I believe it
is right to oppose it. There might
be a few things in the entire pa-
per that I don't agree with, but I
still enjoy and get a great bless-
ing from reading every page of
it. It is so inspiring that when I
start to read it, I can't seem to
quit until I have read the entire
paper. I greatly appreciate you
for sending me the paper. free. I
just wish I were able to send an
offering to help you with the ex-
pense of printing the paper. Just
pray that I will be able some day
to help such a worthy cause as
your great work for God. I hope
to keep receiving each copy of
the paper. May you continue your
strong fight for God and his
Word. Pray that I will always
recognize the true Gospel. Best
wishes always.

Sincerely your friend,
Willard Windsor

Thanksgiving is right at our
door, so I am sending my offering
today. It isn't much, but it is what
I can spare. We don't have any
Thanksgiving services at our
church — only a "Union" service
the night before, and I don't go
to that. I would like to be with
you all for Thanksgiving, but as
If can't you will have my prayers,
that you will have a good service.

—Mrs.. H. G. Bew, Va.

I have received many blessings
from TBE. It has taught me many
things about the Bible. I pray
that our Lord will supply every
need to keep it coming to each
'one of us until He comes in the
-air. Bro. Gilpin, you will. never'
-know the good you have done
..through TBE until you get to
glory. I listen every Sunday

!Morning to Bro. Ross on the air.
I thank my Lord .daily for saving
a wretch like me and the many
blessings that I am so unworthy

-Other religions compared to the ilf."""*"*"'"'"P‘4""""4"''v••• - •

religion of the Bible. —Mrs. Homer Chaffins, Ky.

By

S. H.
Kellogg

Price -
$2.50.

tive Program is a leech upon the
churches forcing people to un-
knowingly support all shade's of
heresy in the colleges, seminaries
and on the mission field.

8. Most Convention churches
will not ordain a God-called
preacher as pastor; unless the
man will pledge allegiance to the
Cooperative Program and the
Convention's work.

9. The Convention's churches
will not generally grant letters
of dismissal to members who join
non-Convention Baptist churches
that are sound in the faith.

10. The Convention, though
officially outside the National
Council of Churches, is very
closely allied to it in various
ways.

11. The Convention stinks so-
cially, favoring racial integration
and other Socialistic objectives.
12. The Cenvention hates and

fights independency and church-
controlled missionary work.
These are some of the major

reasons why we are not Conven-
tionites.—Editorial.

I'm sending a Thanksgiving of-
fering to help you and Bro. Bob
in the printing and sending forth
of TBE. It would be hard for me
to tell you all how much I enjoy
TBE. I've enjoyed every issue
from the very first. It gives me
hope and courage from day to
day, as there are so many things
as we travel along this life that
'cause us to grow a bit weary. But
when we realize what the Lord
has aid and done for His people in
the past, and will do in the future,
our heart is freatly encouraged,
and certainly TBE brings these
things to our heart.

—L. L. Beacham, Texas

Will write you a note to tell
you I have enjoyed your paper
very much, and especially did I
enjoy your Thanksgiving mes-
sage. Hope you have many more
Thanksgivings and hope and pray
God will continue to bless you. I
have been sick for several years
and can't read your paper like I
used to but thank you for them
just the same. I am sending you
an offering. It is not much but
maybe it will help some.

—Mrs. T. T. Rochester

The Lord has been very grac-
ious to us this year and we know
of no better way to praise Him
than to send you a word of en-
couragement and a small Thanks-
giving offering. If our means
were greater, we would surely in-
clude more, but we rejoice that
He has enabled us to give some-
thing to your fruitful work. God
bless all of you and use you for
His glory.

—Marvin and Shirley Merry,
W. Va.

Enclosed is a small offering to
help you to get out THE BAP-
TIST EXAMINER because we
know what it stands for. Our
prayer is that the financial bur-
den will be provided for by the
Lord through His elect.

—M.r. and Mrs. Wilbur Moore,
W. Va.
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Price
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This book is one of the best ref-

erence books that a Christian could
possess. It ranks with the very best
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THE BIG FISH STORY
- By ELLIS FRIEND

Ivydale, West Virginia

NOTE: Several years ago we
printed this article in TBE and
it attracted a great deal of com-
ment and all of our extra copies
were ordered. We are reprinting
it, believing that our present
reading audience will find it to
be of interest.

On a summer morning in the
year 1910, the old C. C. & S.
rolled into Ivydale, W. Va., which
was the end of the run, as the
railroad extended only to Ivy-
dale at that time. I hung around
the Post Office until the mail
had been made up, and was hand-
'ed my mail for the day, which
'included a copy of the Charles-
ton Gazette. I quickly glanced
'Over the front page of the paper,
looking for the latest happenings.
:However, there weren't many
things that happened back in
those times. But I noticed an item
in the Gazette stating that there
would be an exhibition of a very
large fish on a specially built boat
which would be docked near the
end of Capitol Street in the Ka-
nawha River. Being a fisherman
myself, this was of much interest
to me. So I immediately began
making plans to board the after-
noon train for Charleston.

I had no other business in
Charleston at that time, except
to see the big fish. The train ar-
rived in Charleston about four
o'clock in the afternoon. So
started walking out Capitol Street
in the direction of where the big
fish was. I could have gotten a
jitney bus, which was a buggy or
back, drawn by two horses (some-
times, however, they were drawn
by one horse), but I was in
hurry, and this means of trans-
portation would have been en-
tirely too slow for me just then.

On arriving at the end of Capi-
tol Street opposite the Alderson-
Stephenson Building, I proceeded
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down the board steps to the dock,
where I was required to purchase
a ticket in order to go on board
the big boat where the fish was
on exhibition. The price for the
ticket was 25c. Well, I was soon
aboard the big boat which had
come all the way up from the
Gulf of Mexico, up the Mississippi
River to the mouth of the Ohio,
then up the Ohio River to Point
Pleasant, and thence up the Ka-
nawha River to Charleston, W.
Va.
This fish was placed on exhi-

bition in only the large Cities,
and especially at as many state
capitols as possible. Well, this
was just about the most interest-
ing thing that I had ever seen.
The fish measured forty-five feet
long, its tail fin measuring ten
feet from tip to tip. It measured
twenty-seven feet around, and
was nine feet thick. I might say
here, this was not a whale, it was
a fish. This fish had no scales,
but had skin much like a cat-
fish, and had very much the shape
of a blue catfish. Its skin was
three inches thick, and it weighed
thirty thousand pounds. Its liver
alone weighed seventeen hundred
pounds. It had eyes only the size
of a full grown ox, indicating that
it had lived at a depth of at least
eighteen hundred feet below the
surface of the ocean, where there
was little if any light. At the time
it was captured, it -had in its
stomach an octopus weighing four
hundred and fifty pounds, a block
fish weighing fifteen hundred
pounds, about ten bushels of
coral, and other sea-bed sub-
stance. But still, it was going
around practically with an empty
stomach. It could have swallowed
men like a twenty - inch bass
swallowing creek minnows. This
fish had a mouth much like a
catfish, with rough lips, and no
sign of teeth, which indicates that
it evidently swallowed its food
alive, without killing it. Its throat
was at least three feet or more
in diameter. It could have swal-
lowed at least three large men
bound together without any effort
whatever. Its mouth was propped
wide open, with two chairs sit-
ting in its mouth where two men
could walk in and sit down and
be comfortable. Two men occu-
pied the chairs most of the time.
The fish was captured off the

shores of the Gulf of Mexico by
Captain Thompson who was cap-
tain of a sea-going fishing schoon-
er. They had been fishing all
night, and had just come inside
the breakwaters, and it was al-
most what you might call "grey
day-light." The Captain sighted an
object in 'the water out ahead. He
didn't know what it was, but was
very anxious to find out, so he
ordered a rowboat lowered to the
water. Then he took with him one
mate, and they rowed off toward
the object. After moving in close,
he decided that it was a great
fish of some kind. About one-
third of the fish extended above
the water; otherwise, it would
not have been sighted.
After making up his mind that

it was a fish, the captain reeled
out some line and threw a har-
poon into the fish which held fast.
The big fish immediately went
into convulsions, and with its
powerful tail and strength, it lit-
erally churned the sea into foam.
However, for some reason, the
fish could not submerge or dive
under the water. There was about
one-third of the fish continually
extending above the water.
After several minutes churning

the sea and wallowing in the wa-
ter, the big fish headed straight
for the open sea, out through the
breakwaters, pulling the boat
with its two occupants behind it.
The rowboat was occupied by
Captain Thompson and the one
crew member. Well, at this stage,
the big race was on. The remain-
der of the crew on the fishing
schooner, seeing the plight of
their Captain and fellow - mate,
quickly turned and started off in
the direction that the fish was
traveling, trying th give assistance
to Captain ThOmpson 'in helping 4lesuriiction With Christ

him land the big fish. The fish is
said to have pulled the rowboat
at a speed of about forty - five
miles an hour at some times.

The big boat lost sight of the
fish several times during the first
day of the race. And had it not
been for the fact that the fish ran
in circles and zig-zagged, cutting
its speed down, the boat would
have lost contact. As often as the
fish would wear down, slowing its
speed, Thompson would move in
and throw another harpoon into
the fish, which would always ac-
cellerate the speed again. Soon
several harpoons were in the fish.
According to the scars on the fish,
the harpoons had been thrown
into its body around twelve to
eighteen feet back on the body
from the head.

It took four and one-half days
to finally land the fish, but after
the first day, the race had slowed
down considerably. The crew of
the fishing schooner managed to
get food and water into the row-
boat for the two occupants. After
the first day's wild racing and
harpooning, as it began to get
dark, the mate became frightened
and panicky, and he grabbed an
axe that happened to be in the
boat, attempting to cut the ropes
between the boat and the har-
poons in the fish. But Captain
Thompson, being so determined •
to land his prize, drew his pistol
and prevented the ropes from be-
ing cut. The captain sat with the
pistol in his lap all night in order
to prevent the ropes from being
cut.

After the fish was thought to
be dead, they drew it up and
strapped it alongside the sea-go-
ing schooner. They were then
ready to head for port with the
fish. They started the motors,
putting the propellers into mo-
tion, and atteinpted to swing the
boat around, when a propeller
touched the fish which suddenly
brought it out of a stupor. With
one last big surge of its mighty
tail, it broke the rear end of
the boat completely off. Then
they shot the fish five times in
the head with a high - powered
rifle, which finally killed it. Then
they towed the fish into port with
another boat where it was beach-
ed and prepared for being ex-
hibited. After the fish had been
put on exhibition in all the state
capitals and in larger cities which
could be reached by boat in this
country, it was taken to Europe
for exhibition, and is now pos-
sibly in a museum somewhere in
Europe. I am not sure about this,
but I haven't heard of it ever
being returned to this country.
The fish was much different
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GARBC Is Inconsistent As
To Interdenominationalism

By BOB NELSON
Owosso, Michigan

Very recently, November 15,
1961, the General Association of
Regular Baptist Churches (GAR-
BC) sent out a special bulletin to
their pastors. They expressed
alarm at the spirit of "interde-
nominationalism." Here is what
the letter said:

Interdenominational Baptists

"After long observation in
many churches, I am convinced
that when division and trouble
arise in one of our churches,
there is one cause in a major
percentage of cases. We have
taken into membership too
many people who are not Bap-
tists!
"No one objects to Presbyter-

ians receiving only Presbyter-
rians, or Methodists receiving
only Methodists. But many
think that aBptists are suppos-
ed to receive anyone who pro-
fesses to believe in Christ.
There is a great deal more than
this required to qualify a per-
son as a Baptist!
"Baptists have historically

held to a strong, distinctive,
New Testament theology. Inter-
denominationalists make poor
Baptists. They thrive on doc-
trinal compromise that is utter-
ly foreign to real Baptists. In-
terdenominationalism is ecu-
menicalism within the frame-
vork of redemptive truth. It
ignores great areas of the Word
of God.
"When interdenominational-

ists are received into the mem-
bership of a Baptist church,
that church is thereby asking
for serious controversy in the
future. Most of us have failed
in this matter in the past. May
the Lord give us more courage
and discernment in the future.
This is no day in which to com-
promise the truth! Let us hold

from any other fish ever cap-
tured. It don't believe that we
have any history of any fish of
this species ever to have been
captured before or since this in-
cident. And from the examination
of the fifteen hundred pound
black fish, also the four hundred
and fifty pound octopus, which
were both found in the stomach
of this fish, it was determined
that the fish always swallowed its
food alive.
We read in the Bible that a

large fish swallowed the prophet
Jonah. This is found in the Bible
in the Book of Jonah, first chap-
ter, seventeenth verse, which
reads as follows:
"Now the Lord had prepared

a great fiih to swallow Jonah.
And Jonah was in the belly of
the fish three days and three
nights."
There is no reason not to be-

lieve that this fish could be of
the same species as the one that
swallowed the old prophet Jonah,
possibly a descendant.

In the Book of Jonah, second
chapter, tenth verse, it reads as
follows:

"And the Lord spoke unto the
fish, and it vomited out Jonah
upon the dry land."

This was the first fish ever to
be discovered that could have
swallowed a man alive. Years be-
fore it was captured, I heard "ed-
ucated" people, who claimed to
believe the Bible in so far as it
was reasonable, say that the story
of Jonah and the whale was im-
possible, for a whale has a small
throat, and the shark and other
large fish have teeth and kill
their food before swallowing.
Well, the appearance of this fish
should offset any argument that
the Bible story of Jonah and the
fish is untrue or impossible. We
believe God's Word, and this fish
is testimony to its truthfulness.
But if such a fish had never been

of caught, we still would not doubt
the written record of the God who
can do all things.

fast the faithful Word!
"It will pay to check more

carefully on people transferring

into our churches. We ought to

more thoroughly indoctrinate

them before receiving into

membership those who have

held other convictions. It is not

enough for them to be "willing

to be immersed. This should he

a Biblical conviction. This Is

aBlisbol et r- ua e Bcaopnt setri nc i np og s iot tro e r

—Paul R. Jackson,
National Representative

* •

We certainly would commend
Mr. Jackson for this insight 84
to the dangers of this vague 11111

criptural position of undenoM11

nationalism. BUT in this 
samitt

bulletin it tells how many of
leaders are planning 

o 

e 

ail .tten

the International Council 
Christian Churches, with whIc
th GARBC affiliates. 
The GARBC associates and

lowships with t h e America:

fel.

Council of Christian Churcrle
This man-made organization wet

set-up to fight the apostate 14a.'

tional Council of Churches and tE
filled with off-brands of Meth°'
dism, Presbyterians, and aide'
nominationalists.

Member Churches and
Individuals of A.C.C.C.

Bible Presbyterian Church
Association  

Bible Protestant
Church  ,

Congregational Methodist
Church  

Evangelical Methodist
Church of Aemrica

General Association of
Regular Baptist
Churches 83%  

Independent Churches,
Affiliated  

Methodist Protestant
Church  

Militant Fundamental
Bible Churches  

Southern Methodist
Church  

Tioga River Christian
Conference  

United Christian
Church  

World Baptist
Felowship  

Independent Baptist
Bible Mission  

Fundamental Methodist
Church  

6,05E

2,53i

14,21:

25,614

126,081

14.101

2,671

1,261

5,271

2,961

5,151

68,0°1

5,511

1,01:

280,581

Membership of IndiVidUallY g,

Affiliated Churches

Members Affiliated as
Individuals  145,0°1

Total 1,163

...-----

. We come to the 
conclusion tha

: ,841

locait is wrong to have interdeno

nationalism within the 
Mi

with Arminians, babY-

GARBC church but 
perfectlY al

right for its leaders to

interdenominationalists, 11°1Y

sprinkler-

rollers, and what-have-you 
in thi

ICCC. I call this inconsistencY
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