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"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word

it is because there is no light in them."—Isaiah 8:20

VOL. 37, No. 38 aidgiu ASHLAND, KENTUCKY NOVEMBER 2, 1968 WHOLE NUMBER 1560

THE PLAIN TRUTH ABOUT HALLOWEEN
By MILBURN COCKRELL

Carriere, Mississippi

Halloween is a festival cele-
brated on October 31. Its name
Means "hallowed" or "holy eve-
ning." It originated among the
Druids, an order of priests in an-
cient Gaul and Britain. They, be-
ing observant of the seasonal de-
cay of plant life in the fall,
thought October 31 was a fitting
time for the commemoration of
the dead. Thus commenced the
celebration of the Festival of the

- bead or the Eve of Saman. On
this evening Saman,- the lord of
the dead, called together the
Wicked spirits that had been im-
prisoned inside animal's bodies
during the past year. The Druids
Were soothsayers and believers in
astrology, sorcery, fortune telling
and magic. Therefore, on Hallo,
ween witches, fortune tellers and
goblins as well as spooks roamed
the countryside.

Medieval English women beg-
ged from door to door for "soul-
cakes,” promising in return to

pray for the departed in the do-
nor's family. Going "a souling"

MILBURN COCKRELL

is the original of the modern
trick-or-treat. Black cats on Hallo-

ween go back to the belief that
the most wicked souls were
changed into vicious black cats.
Later black cats became associat-
ed with broom riding witches.
All mischief and vandalism
which occurred on this night was
blamed on the leprechauns, elves,
fairies and pixies. This is the
real origin of all vandalism on
Halloween.
How did the Christian world

come to accept and keep such a
day? In 610 A.D., the Roman bis-
hop rededicated the Pantheon in
Rome, originally dedicated to the
pagan goddess Cybele and other
Roman deities, to the virgin Mary
and all saints. Thus the Pantheon
was converted into a Christian
shrine and an annual festival was
instituted to commemorate the:
event. The day chosen was May
13. This day was known as "All
Saints Day" for over two cen-
turies.

In 834 A.D. the name and the
date were changed. The time of
the celebration was altered to the
(Continued on page 8, column 5)

Going Rorneward
By W. W. WILKERSON

Tampa, Florida

Opening Sermon at Calvary's
1968 Bible Conference

The word "folly" which we use
is understood best as foolishness;
"going Romeward," we are think-
ing in anti-Roman Catholic terms.
In other words, it is foolish to
follow after the Roman Catholic.
system.

No doubt the Apostle Paul in
his experience, illustrates for us,
and to us, spiritually, what we
might expect if we were to follow
the road that leads to Rome. I
recall in the last eight chapters
of the Acts of the Apostles how
that Paul had a strong desire to
go back to Jerusalem. There he
wanted, among other things, to
see his people, and deliver some
gifts from the Gentile people un-
to his people there in Jerusalem.
You might recall how that God

through H i s messenger, and
through His Spirit, instructed
Paul not to go, but Paul was set
on going. There was the prophet
of God who told Paul and illus-
trated to him how he could ex-
pect to be bound if he should re-
turn to Jerusalem. As we consid-
er the last two chapters of the
Acts of the Apostles, we find that
Paul had in mind going back to
Jerusalem and visiting those peo-
ple there, and he also had a long
range plan. That plan was to go
to Rome.

Now Paul's plan to go to Rome
was not altogether his own plan,
for we understand through these

Scriptures that it was also God's
plan. We read how that one who
had recently left Rome gave the
report that the Romans ran all
the Jews out of Rome. However,
there were some still there, and
Paul had a desire to go to Rome.

After Paul strong-headedly
went on to Jerusalem, true to
the prophet's prophecy, he waa
arrested and bound, and was plaa-

W. W. WILKERSON

ed in jail. He had a series of
trials. When he called attention
to the fact that he was a Roman
citizen, and that he was not law-
fully arrested and held, it was
agreed by Agrippa in his words
to Festus that they should turn
(Continued on page 5, column 4)
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BAPTIST BAPTISM, THE ONLY TRUE BAPTISM
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ELD. DONALD HACKNEY
Huntsville, Alabama

, "Then cometh Jesus from Gaii-
`ee to Jordan unto John, to be
baptized of him. But John for-

him, saying, I have need to
be baptized of thee, and comest
thou to me? And Jesus answer-
Ing said unto him, Suffer it to
°e so now; for thus it becometh
,lts to fulfill all righteousness.

he he suffered him. And Jesus,
aihea he was baptized, went up
in7'aightway out of the water; and,

the heavens were opened unto
and he saw the Spirit of

,'.(41, descending like a dove, and
"gifting upon him; And low a
Nee from heaven, saying, This
t„ my beloved Son, in whom I

well pleased."—Mt. 3:13-17.

14"171 those days came John the
';aPtist, preaching in the wilder-
1055 of Judaea."—Mt. 3: 1.

Some Brief
Baptist History

LAfter showing that there have

711 Baptist Churches from the
Dose of the first century to the
ilìsent, Elder George B. Taylor
.11-is pamphlet entitled "The Or-

Of The Baptists" says: "And
k,W will you be surprised if I
4'1' that I lay little or no stress
:41 all this as proof that we

ite right? It has its value, for it
iTuth, and all truth is precious.
iS also well calculated to en-
age Baptists of the present
and especially those who,

ourselves, have much to con-
Z.4 with, to see that our princi-
C have thus fought their way
.(keli the ages, conducted by

pot s own mighty hand. But it is
ae °n the example of man that
GotdePend, but on the Word of

ki44atisfactory evidence that the
kletPles we hold and the ordi-
'4inued on page 8, column 5)

PREACHED AT

This man to whom the Lord
Jesus came tc submit Himself
for baptism, was a Baptist. I do
not believe that John was John
the Baptizer, but I believe that
he was John, and that he was
the first Baptist preacher that
God had sent upon the earth to
perform the act of baptism. As
we look into the Scripture, and
into the Greek, we find that the
Lord did not make any mistake
when He wrote the word "Bap-
tist" and when He wrote another
Scripture, and put in it the word
"baptize." Therefore, based upon
the Scripture itself, we see that
the man called John was none
other than a Baptist sent forth
upon the earth.

John the Baptist was prepar-
ing people for the Lord Jesus
Christ to preach to them, and
baptize those who showed need
for repentance. He had only one
kind of baptism, and that was to
fulfill righteousness. Baptist
baptism was the only true bap-
tism upon the face of the earth
then, as it was the only one that

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH CONFERENCE IN 1968
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fulfilled righteousness.

Today, it is the only one that
fulfills righteousness. Every de-
nomination today that claims to
baptize, or sprinkle, or pour, will

in some way or another connect
it with regeneration. By some
means or other, Protestantism
and Catholicism try to make bap-
tism a part of salvation. The
only ones upon the face of the
earth who are true Baptists, bap-
tize to fulfill the righteousness of
God. John gives us an example
when the Lord Jesus Christ came
to him, and said, "For thus it be-
cometh us to fulfill all righteous-
ness."

WHO GAVE THE AUTHORITY

We want to notice who gave
John the authority to baptize. A
lot of people today do not have
the authority. Only Baptists have
the authority to scripturally bap-
tize. Only those that have re-
ceived that authority, have the
authority.
Some people say, "I think that

we have the authority to bap-
tize. We are a church. We
formed ourselves. Therefore, all
those that we baptize are scrip-
turally baptized."
Beloved, I find in God's Word

"Obe. naptist -"Examiner 11 ttiftt
A Sermon by Pastor John R. Gilpin

"CONTINUE"
"So she gleaned in the field

until even, and beat out that she
had gleaned; and it was about
an ephah of barley."—Ruth 2:17.

To me there is no story that
has more human interest than
the story we find in the book of
Ruth. Ruth is one of those un-
usual, outstanding characters
that you read about in the Word
of God,. and the story of her life
is such that you like to go back
and read it again and again.

In this second chapter that I
have read from, we find Ruth
going out into a field to glean.
In the light of the law of God,
she was permitted as a stranger
to go into the field and pick up

any of the handfuls of grain that
had fallen. Therefore she went
out as one of the poor of the
country to pick up the grain that
had fallen by the wayside.

The Word of God says:
"And her hap was to light on

a part of the field belonging unto
Boaz, who was of the kindred of
Elimelech."—Ruth 2:3.
The writer here is speaking

from the human point of view,
for we know that nothing just
happens. We know that nothing
takes place just by chance. Vie
know that God is back of every
event. We know that God was
certainly directing this, and that
she actually went to the very field
that God directed that she should

go to. But from the human point
of view it looked like it was a
"happened-so" proposition.

Isn't it remarkable, though, to
know that nothing just happens?
And isn't it wonderful to realize
that God is back of every event—
that God directs everything, just
like He directed Ruth, as she
was gleaning in the field of Boaz.

It is rather interesting to
notice that she started in the
morning, and kept at her task all
day long. My text says, "So she
gleaned in the field until even."
Other than the fact that she took
out a little time to rest, and a
little time to eat, she gleaned
all day in the field. That doesn't
(Continued On page 2, column 3)

that a man must have the au-
thority from someone. Who has
the authority in order for it to
be scriptural baptism? I do not
believe that a church can form
itself. I don't believe that God
gives the authority to a group
of individuals. I believe that the
Lord Jesus gave the authority to
the church in Matthew 28, and
that church, began under the
leadership of the Spirit of God,
sent forth and created another of
its kind, and thus down through
the ages, their authority is passed
from one church to the other. I
believe that their authority has
been in existence ever since the
Lord established His church upon
the earth during His own per-
sonal ministry.

After the Lord had submitted
Himself to baptism, we find that
John's disciples followed the
Lord Jesus Christ. John came
to prepare a people for the Lord,
and when the Lord came by,
they followed the Lord Jesus, for
whom they had been prepared.
(Continued on page 6, column 2)

Spurgeon On
Baptist Perpetuity
Charles Haddon Spurgeon

(1834-1892) was one of the great-
est English Baptist preachers of
modern times. He is now loving-
ly called today "the prince of
preachers." This man, well known
to Baptists and Pedobaptists, said
of the Baptists: "We believe that
the Baptists are the original
Christians. We did not commence
our existence at the reformation,
we were reformers before Luther
and Calvin were born; we never
came from the church of Rome,
for we were never in it, but we
have an unbroken line up to the
apostles themselves. We have ex-
isted from the very days of Christ,
and our i‘rinciples, sometimes
veiled and forgotten like a river
which may travel underground
for a little season, have always
had honest and holy adherents."
(Frorn The New Park Street Pul-
pit, Vol. VII, page 22.'i).
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Another Church
riewly Organized
In One, Texas
Having Peen a mission under

the auspices of Provide ice Bap-
dist Church of Henderson, Texas,
for quite Some time and feeling
that it Would be pleasing to the
Lord that they be organized into
a church, on October 12, under

WALTER HERRIN

the authority of the Providence
Baptist Church, with pastors and
deacons from other churches pres-
ent, a new church was brought
into existence at Orange, Texas.

Brother John Reynolds, as pas-
tor of the Providence Baptist
Church, acted as moderator. The
members of Grace Baptist Mis-
sion presented themselves with
church letters expressing desire
and purpose to become a church.
A prayer for divine guidance was
offered by Elder A. E. Spivey. In-
terrogation of those wanting to
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form a new church was made by
Elder M. C. Hughes of Kountze,
Texas. "A wonderful message
was given to the new church by
Elder B. A. Langford of Pasa-
dena, Texas. His text was Acts
20:28, and the message was truly
given of God," so says Pastor
Herrin.
The noon meal was served at

Brother Walter Herin's home. As-
sembling back at the church at
2:00 p.m., two great messages
were preached by Brother Hughes
and Brother Reynolds.
The new church plans support-

ing Bro. Halliman, Brother Doty,
and The Baptist Examiner.

Bro. Gerald Price
Has Good Meeting
In Seabrook, Md.

GERALD PR;CE

Elder Gerald B. Price, former-
ly of Route 5, Elizabethton, Ten-
nessee, is now living at 828
Blountville. Highway, BristP 1,
Tennessee 37620, and is available
for supply work, revival meet-
ings, and Bible Conferences.

It is remarkable how he -has
been kept busy since resigning
his work and we sincerely trust
that the brethren keep him busy
every Sunday. He, is too good a
man to be standing idle, and it
is the prayer of the editor of this
paper that he be kept busy from
week to week.
The Calvary Baptist Church,

Seabrook, Maryland, pastored by
Elder Wayne Crow, has just com-
pleted a series of evangelistic
meetings cl,..ring the period, Oc-
tober 13-20, 1963. Brother Gerald
Price was the evangelist. There
were two professions of faith and
three restorations to the fellow-
ship of the Lord.
This church highly recommends

Brother Price as an Evangelist.
He exalted Christ and His church
in every messag e. Interestc:d
churches are encouraged to con-
tact Brother Price for meetings.
Brother Price's telephone num-

ber is 615/963-1826.

Write him or call him. He'll be
happy to be of service to you and
to your church.

BAPTIST CHURCH

MANUAL
By J. M. PENDLETON

$2.25

Nearly 200 pages of excellently written informa-
tion as to the Nature, Officers, Doctrines, Ordinances,
Government, Discipline and Duties of a church.

It also tells how business meetings are to be con-
ducted; gives forms for letters; marriage ceremony;
and church covenant.

— ORDER FROM —

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH BOOK STORE
P.O. BOX 910, ASHLAND, KENTUCKY 41101

are thich where love is Hain.

"Con tin ue'''
(Continued from page one)

mean that she had an eight-hour
day. It doesn't mean that she
worked according to the union
rules and regulations. It doesn't
mean that she worked as seemeth
good to her. But she went at the
task in the morning and stayed
at the task until even.
This passage of Scripture is

very illustrative, so far as you
and I as God's children are con-
cerned—that is, we are to keep
at the job of serving the Lord,
everlastingly. I do not believe
that it is right for us to ever
think about serving the Lord to-
day, and laying down on the job
tomorrow, but rather, we are to
everlastingly keep at the job
until even time. When I say
"even time," I mean, the end of
your life.
A Baptist preacher came into

my printing shop sometime ago
and I asked him what he was
doing. He said, "I am retired."
I asked him on what basis. He
said, "When I was a younger
man than I am now, I became af-
filiated with the Relief and An-
nuity Board plan out at Dallas,
Texas, and I have come to 1 he
age where I can take my retire-
ment." I said, "Brother, do you
mean to tell me that a Baptist
preacher that is as strong look-
ing, and well as you appear to
be, could retire from the min-
istry?" He said, "Well, I. got to
the age and they said that I was
supposed to retire."

I tell you, beloved, I don't be-
lieve that a child of God has arty
business retiring so far as his
ministry is concerned. I don't
know how long I am going to
live—whether I'll live through
this message, or whether I'll live
through another fifty years—hut
I'll say this, as long as I live and
am able to crawl up in front of a
congregation of people—if I can
find anybody to preach to, I am
going to be preaching. I don't
expect to retire, and I don't ex-
pect to come to the end of the
way as a retired Baptist preach-
er. I think it is a disgrace for a
Baptist preacher to ever say that
he is retired in the service of
the Lord.
Now I get tired in His service,

but I keep on, and as far as re-
tiring, that is one thing that I
never expect to do. I expect
to keep busy in the service of
God as long as I can.
In the case of Ruth, she kept

with the job until even :time,
and I would like to show you
how we ought to keep at the
task of serving the Lord. Listen:
"But Peter continued knock-

ing: and when they had opened
the door, and saw him, they
were astonished."—Acts 12: 16.

If you will read this story,
you'll find that Simon Peter had
been in prison. As a result of a
prayer meeting, humanly speak-
ing. that the women had been
holding, Simon Peter got out of
jail and went to the home of John
Mark's mother. When he knocked
on the door, a damsel came to the
door, and when she realized it
was Simon peter standing there,
she ran and told everybody, but
they wouldn't believe that God
had answered their prayer. They
said, "It is his angel." Peter was
left standing out there, knoc4t1-
ing. They weren't going to let
him in; they were worrying about
the fact that they had prayed
his ghost out of eternity, and
that the ghost of Simon Peter
was standing there at the door.

Beloved, I want you to notice
what Peter did — he continued
knocking. He didn't quit. He had
gotten out of jail, and now he
comes and stands at the door of
the home of John Mark's mother,
and he continues knocking until
finally they made up their mini
to open the door and let him ,d.
Whenever I read this, I soy

that the reaction of Simon Peter
(Continued on page 3, column 1)
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Why Philadelphia Baptists
Of Birmingham Support TBE

E. G. COOK

When I begin to try to enumerate the reasons why our
church should send THE BAPTIST EXAMINER a check everY
month, and why I feel that every one of our Lord's churches
should send a check every month to the support of this unique
paper, I really come to realize just how unable and incompe-
tent I am. I call TBE a unique paper because there just is 110
other paper that is anything like it.

Too many times we get the idea that mission work IS
preaching the gospel to the lost at home and obrood. And
certainly an attempt to do mission work without preaching
the gospel would make of it sheer mockery. But to think that
only the preaching of the gospel is mission work is just about
as bad. If you turn to Mt. 28:19-20 and let our Lord tell yoU
what mission work is, we should never again think that mis'
sion work is just preaching the gospel to the lost. There we
find that teaching the saints is just as much a port of the

church's commission as is the preaching of the gospel to the

lost.

So one reason why every one of our Lord's churcheS

should support TBE, is that it has done a better job of teach'
ing the saints the truths of God's Word than any other ef'

fort by man that I know of. How many of you who read thiS

letter have been helped to get your feet firmly on the ground
concerning the great doctrines in the Bible? How many of yoii

have been blessed by being brought into a knowledge of di
sound New Testament church through your reading TBEf

How many of you have no other means of fellowship with the
saints other than through reading TBE? How many of YoU
are missionaries in a foreign land or in some out-of-the-wa

place here in our own country who have no other contact with
the Lord's precious saints throughout the country excePt

through the pages of TBE? How many of you could think 01

many more ways that TBE helps literally thousands of out
Lord's precious saints?

If TBE has been o blessing to you and your church, get

up off your pocketbook and show Calvary Baptist Church hoW

much you appreciate their help. If you believe that TBE
helping untold numbers of lonely souls who ore deprived 0T

the fellowship that you take for granted, let Calvary BaptiSt

Church know it by your actions rather than by your word. Ai

check will go a lot further toward printing another issue 0
TBE than words. Words of encouragement mean a lot, but

they mean a lot more when they are accompanied by a check'

If TBE is no help to you and your church then keep youjr

money. Calvary Baptist Church is a group of sincere saints. An':

if they are not being any help to you, I assure you they do n01

want any help from you. But, on the other hand, if they 0re

great help to you and to others, why not become fell0

laborers together with them by sending them a check every

month? You will be doing home and foreign mission worIc

with every penny you send to them.

E. G. COOK

Birmingham, Alabama

 0.-•••••••

Commentary On The Whole Bible
By Jamieson, Fausset, and Brown

Price $9.95
Looking for a TOT of dependable Bible com-

mentary in one volume? If so, you need this

great book. Books, chapters, verses, and words

are expounded. Example: "Ministered" in Acts

13:2 is explained to mean the' performance

of official duties of the church at Antioch.

There ore almost 1600 pages of valuable

study helps. Spurgeon said: "It contains so

great a variety of Information that if a man had no other exposition

he would find himself at no great loss if he possessed this and used

It diligently. I have of it a very high opinion . . . and I consult It

continually and with great interest."

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER

P. CI. Box 910 — Ashland, Kentucky
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A Frank Appeal To
Our Readers For Their

Continued Support
A DEFICIT IN SEPTEMBER, SMALL OFFERINGS IN OCTOBER,
COUPLED WITH ILLNESS, COMPEL US TO MAKE THIS APPEAL

"Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake me not
when my strength faileth."—Psalms 71:9.

"They that hate me without a cause are more than the
hairs of mine head: they that would destroy me, being mine
enemies wrongfully, are mighty."—Psalms 69:4.

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER has had a rather difficult
financial season this fall. Though we ended the month of Au-
gust with a small favorable balance, we closed the month of
September with a deficit of approximately $400.00.

Both in September and October, Calvary Baptist Church
contributed $400.00 each month for the ongoing of the paper.
Yet, in spite of this, we are closing the month of October with
a deficit of approximately $800.00.

Ordinarily, when we have experiences of this type, we
take money from Economy Printers to help pay our losses on
the paper. We have done it many times in the years gone by.
However, at present, it is impossible for us to do this. I am
exceedingly hard-pressed this month in our printing shop due
to Mrs. Gilpin's physical condition.She has been in Duke Uni-
Versity Hospital and Clinic at Durham, North Carolina, and
You, who have had experiences with the medical profession,
know that if their treatments and knives don't kill you, their
bill will. Seriously, I have had to spend a large sum of money
in her behalf for the hospital, and I do not have anything

currently to put in THE BAPTIST EXAMINER as I ordinarily
do under similar circumstances.

It is because of this that I ask you particularly for an
Offering in behalf of the ongoing of THE BAPTIST EXAMI-
NER.

I would also like to ask that you be sure to remember
Mrs. Gilpin in prayer. As most of you know, we did not have
our Bible Conference in Ashland this year primarily on account
of her condition. Since then, she has failed to improve as we
had hoped that she would. It goes without saying that your
Prayers would be deeply appreciated.

And now, with the extra financial strain to which I have
been put on account of her condition, I must ask for a liberal
contribution on the part of our friends for our paper.

My living expenses, and the expenses of Mrs. Gilpin be-

being in the hospital, will be paid by our printing shop, Economy
Printers, as usual.

I don't think I am asking too much though when I ask
for your contribution relative to the ongoing of the paper.
Might it please God to put it upon your heart to send a worthy
Offering immediately for this work.

"Continue"

, (Continued from page two)
IS exactly the reaction that you
and I ought to take so far as
olar lives are concerned. Wa
,(311.eht to continue just exactly
itice that. When he knocked a few
thnes and nobody came, Simon
peter didn't give up and go
away. When the little girl saw
that it was Simon Peter, and went
back and told them who it was,
krid they were arguing about
whether it was his ghost or not,
1.11-rion Peter just kept standing
tIght there knocking, hoping to
get in.

Beloved, I have a feeling that
aa far as you and I are concern-

we ought to keep at the job
Arerlastingly, persistingly, contin-

in the service of the Lord.
am ready to grant you that

!here are lots of times when it
4°,0ks from the human point of
I'lew like it would be easier to

I grant you that from the
Lunen point of view we get dis-

couraged often and think it would
be so much better if we were
to quit. Beloved, as far as we are
concerned, we are to do just
exactly like Ruth—we are to
glean until the even; we are to
do just exactly like Sirron Peter
—we are to stand there and con-
tinually knock. In other words,
we are not to give up and we are
not to quit, but we are to keep
on in the service of the Lord.

I.

THE PRINCIPLE STATED

We are to continue in the
service of the Lord. Like Ruth,
who gleaned until the even, and
like Simon Peter, who continued
to knock, we are to continue in
the service of our Lord.

We have another example in
the Word of God. Listen:

"I know thy works, and where
thou dwellest, even where Sa-
tan's seat is: and thou holdest
fast my name, and hast not de-
nied my faith, even in those days
wherein Antipas was my faithful

martyr, who was slain among
you, where Satan dwelleth." —
Rev. 2:13.
Here was a church in the town

of Pergamos, that was located an
a terrible place—it was located in
a town where the Devil had his
seat. If I took time this morning,
I could show you that the Devil
actually had his headquarters in
this town of Pergamos, yet these
Christian people of Pergamos
held fast to the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ. There was a heath-
en university in that town where
the name of Christ was not held,
and there were a lot of heathen
churches in that town where the
name of Christ was not held, and
there were heathen people in
that town that didn't have any
room in their lives for the Lord
Jesus Christ, yet in spite of all
that, this church held fast to His
name.
Oh, it must have blessed God's

heart that a little church—this
little church of Pergamos, held
fast to the name of God, even
in a town where the Devil had
his headquarters. They hadn't
denied the faith even though
Antipas, the pastor of the church,
had been killed.
The word "Antipas" was a

nickname; it wasn't the man's
real name. The word "Antipas"
is a compound Greek word —
"anti" which means "against"
and "pas" which means "all."
In other words, here was a pastor
who was against everything and
everybody.
That is the kind of a man that

a Baptist preacher ought to be,
isn't it? Shouldn't a Baptist
preacher be against everything
and everybody that is wrong?
Shouldn't a Baptist preacher be
against all doctrine that is
wrong? Shouldn't a Baptist
preacher be against everything
and every practice that is wrong?
I think so. They called this pas-
tor Antipas because he was
against everything and every-
body in the city, and they tied
him and killed him, yet the Word
of God said that the church went
right on standing firm.
Beloved, that is the principle

that I am stating—that you and
I ought to continue in the serv-
ice of the Lord just like these
folk here in the city of Pergamos.

Let's notice some Scriptures
in this respect:
"And ye shall be hated of all

men for my name's sake: but he
that ENDURETH to the end shall
be saved."—Mt. 10:22.
How long are we to endure?

How long are we to keep at the
job? We are not to continue just
for a little while, but we are
to continue unto the end.

Notice again:
"And Jesus said unto him, No

man, having put his hand to the
plow, and looking back, is fit for
the kingdom of God."—Luke 0:
62.
I am not certain that I know

all that this Scripture teaches.
I am not certain that I can give
you every bit of implication that
there is in this verse. But I will
say this: it certainly tells us one
thing, that when we start out in
the service of the Lord, we are
to keep busy. I have no business
putting mY hand to the Gospel
plow and turning bac%, but I am
to keep busy — I am to continue
in the service of the Lord.
We have the same messnee

presented again. Listen:
"Thou therefore E N 1) U

HARDNESS, as a good soldier of
Jesus Christ."—II Tim. 2:3.
I know there are some times

in our lives when things are
pretty hard. I know there are
some experiences in our lives
that we would rather that they
didn't come. What are we to do?
We are to endure hardness as a
good soldier of Jesus Christ.
Notice again:
"But watch thou in all things,

ENDURE afflictions, do the work
of an evangelist, make full proof
of my ministry."—II Tim. 4:5.
You and I have afflictions,

and difficulties, and problems.
What are we to do about theni?
This Scripture says to endure
them. How long? Until you make
full proof of your ministry. We
are not to endure for a little while
and then stop by the wayside,
but we are to endure them and
thus make full proof of our min-
istry.
I tell you, beloved, when you

read these Scriptures, you come
face to face with the fact that
God doesn't want a quitter in the
service of the Lord. If God saves
you and puts you in a church, He
wants you to stay there and keep
eternally busy and everlastingly
occupied in the service of the
Lord.

Notice again:
"Not FORSAKING the assem-

bling of ourselves together, as
the manner of some is; but ex-
horting one another: and so much
the more, as ye see the day ap-
proaching."—Heb. 10:25.
We are not to forsake the as—

sembling of ourselves, but we
are to continue and go right on
in the service of the Lord, Sun-
day after Sunday, week after
week, month after month. Give
up? No, no, beloved. We are not
to forsake the assembling of our-
selves together.
Listen again:
"Now the just shall live by

faith: but IF ANY MAN DRAW
BACK, my soul shall have no
pleasure in him."---Heb. 10:38.
Does God want a fellow to

start, and then walk out? No,
God wants a man to start and to
continue, and He says if you
draw back, His soul shall have
no pleasure in the individual that
does ,so. God wants us to be not
like the horse that pushes
against the cart—and then baces
up, and then push forward a
little and backs up a little, but
He wants us to be like that horse
that continually pushes against
the cart.

Let's see how James treats
this same principle. We read:
"Behold, we count them hap-

py which ENDURE. Ye have
heard of the patience of Job,
and have seen the end of the
Lord; that the Lord is very 

pitiful, and of tender mercy." —
James 5:11.
I tell you, the only fellow that

is going to be happy in the serv-
ice of the Lord is the man who
continues in the service of the
Lord. I know sometimes we have
sickness and sometimes we have
problems. Sometimes we have
things happen providentially that
keep us from the service of the
Lord. But unless there is some-
thing that providentially hap-
pens which will be approved by
a good conscience before God,
then our business is to keep at the
task—to continue—to endure in
the work and the service of the
Lord.

I know it is a lot easier to Cif3
otherwise. It is much easier to
quit than it is to continue. It is
a whole lot easier to say "I am
going to take a little vacation
and stay away for a while." It
is a lot easier for us to do that,
but God wants us to continue.
You remember the little story

about the father who went out
to milk one evening. After he had
milked, his wife called to him,
and he set his milk down and
went to the house and forgot all
about it. By and by, a couple of
frogs came along and jumped up,
and over into the milk. One of
the frogs said, "We are in an aw-
ful shape, aren't we? We'll never
get out of here," and he sank
down and drowned right there.
The other frog said, "I believe
I'm going to get out. Anyway,
I am going to try," and he just
kept hopping up and down, up
and down, in that bucket of
milk, and kept croaking, saying,
"I'm going to get out if I can."
Do you know what happened?
The next morning when the
farmer came out, there was a
cake of butter and a frog sitting
up on top of the cake of butter.
He was floating around on top of
that butter and I think he was
singing "Amazing Grace," but
down in the bottom of the buc-
ket was a dead frog.
Beloved, you can either be a

dead frog and sink down in the
bottom of the bucket, or you can
keep busy in the service of the
Lord.

I have thought of this little
story a hundred times in the last
fifty years when problems have
'arisen in my life. • Every time
some problem comes up, I think,
which one am I going to be? Am
I going to be a dead frog in the
bottom of the bucket, or am I
going to be a live frog, keeping
busy in the service of the Lord.

HOW A R E WE TO CON-
TINUE?

We are to continue by stand-
ing for the Word. We read:
"Who, when he came, and had

seen the grace of God, was glad,
and exhorted them all, that itnth
purpose of heart they would
CLEAVE UNTO THE LORD."
Act 11:23.

This took place at the church
at Antioch, at the very place
where the disciples were first
called Christians, and the Word
of God says that Barnabas came
to visit them; that when Barna-
bas saw them, and visited with
them, and had fellowship with
them, he exhorted them all that
with purpose of heart they would
cleave unto the Lord.
Notice, Barnabas was exhorting

them to stand for the Word—
to cleave to the Lord.

Listen again:
"Now when the congregation

was broken up, many of the Jews
and religious proselytes follol 7—
ed Paul and Barnabas; who,
speaking to them, persuadPd
them to CONTINUE IN THE
GRACE OF GOD."—Acts 13:41.
Notice that it says that Paul

and Barnabas came to visit this
people, and speaking to them,
(Continued on page 4, column 4)
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The man who is self-centered is off-cenlered.

"Please
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Before taking up the meaning
of the word "water" as used in
this verse, I think it would be
wise to consider the way in which
our Lord used this word in this
particular verse. If you will read
the verse carefully you will no-
tice that He says, "except a man
be born of water." He did not say
"Except a man be born in water."
There are many who read into
this verse words which our Lord
never said. They wish to make
it read "in water" instead of "of
water." There is a tremendous
difference between one being
born of water, and in water. May
I illustrate this fact by marine
life, I will agree that fish and
other marine life are born in
water, but we could not say they
were born of water. They were
born of their parents, and they
partake of the nature of their
parents, even though they live
their Jives in water, yet they are
not of water. The laws of nature
have decreed that like produces
like. Read Gen. 1:21-25.

If one is born of water, and this
water is literal water, as some
teach, then we must contend that
they have partaken of the nature
of water, or in other words who-
soever is born of water is water.
Jesus made this clear when He
said, "That which is born of flesh
is flesh, and that which is born
of the Spirit is spirit." Jno. 3:6.

If a man is born of the flesh,
then he partakes of that flesh; if
he is born of the Spirit, then he
is partaker of the nature of the
Spirit; thus if one is born of wat-
er (literal), then the only con-
clusion I can come to is, that
he must partake of that of which
he was born. Therefore no man is
born of water, and that water be
literal.

It is my contention therefore,
that the word "water" as used in
Jno. 3:5 is emblematic of that
which brings us to the place of
the new birth or conversion. If
we can determine what it is that
our Lord uses to bring one to
the full_ realization that Christ
died for his sin, then we can de-
termine the meaning of the word
"water" in Jno. 3. May I point out
that I am not having reference
to regeneration for that is a work
of the Spirit, and Him alone, but
I am having reference to conver-
sion which comes about through
the preaching of the Word.
"And from a child thou hast

known the Holy Scriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is
in Christ Jesus."-2 Tim. 3:15.

From this verse,- it becomes
very clear that it is the Scriptures
that make us wise as to what
Christ did for us on a cross. The

eaftrettt EZAINtefOM
FORUM

explain the word 'water' as used in John 3:5."

Spirit declares that it is through
faith, which is given to us
through the hearing of the Word.
"So then faith cometh by hear-

ing, and hearing by the Word of
God."—Rom. 10:17.
"For ye are all the children of

God by faith in Christ Jesus."—
Gal. 3:26.
We are all children of God by

faith, which faith is produced by
the Word of God. Thus it is my
firm conviction that the word
"water" as used in Jno. 3:5 is
emblematic of the Word of God
which produces within God's
children faith in Jesus Christ.
May I add that faith is not that
which quickens unto life, rather
it is the God-given evidence of
the life planted within us by the
Spirit, of which we are partakers.
The water (Word of God) is

the cleansing agent in the hands
of the Spirit to cleanse (those
whom He has regenerated) from
the filth of sin, or I might say
the filthy doctrines which were
a part of us before we were born
again.
"Now ye are clean THROUGH

THE WORD which I have spok-
en to you."—Jno. 15:3.

"Wherewithal shall a young
man cleanse his way? by taking
heed thereto according to thy
word."—Ps. 119:9. Read Eph. 5:
26-27.

Thus it is my belief that the
word "water" in Jno. 3:5 refers to
the Word, which produces faith
within us, bringing us to the
knowledge of full salvation which
is only in Jesus Christ.

E. G.
COOK

701 Cambridge
Birmingham, Ala.

BIBLE TEACHER

Philadelphia

Baptist Church

Birmingham, Ala.

There are some great Bible
scholars who feel that this word
"water" speaks of, or refers to
the Spirit, but as of this moment
I have not been able to see it in
that light. I am aware that the
preposition KAI here can be ren-
dered "even." And it is so rend-
ered in two out of ten transla-
tions that I have consulted. But
in one of the two, the Amplified
version, the conjunction "and" is
retained. And in the other
(Wuest) the conjunction is im-
plied. A conjunction is a word
that Connects two dif ferent
things, or people. If those who
hold that the water here refers to
the Spirit could only get rid of
that conjunction "and," I would
be tempted to join them. But, so
long as this little word "and"
persists in hanging around in this
Scripture, I must contend that
two separate and distinct things
are under consideration.

Then our problem is to try to
determine what the other thing
is that is under consideration
here. Nicodemus had already ex-
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perienced the natural birth, so
the water must refer to some-
thing that has to do with the
birth he had not experienced. So,
what other thing other than the
Holy Spirit is absolutely essen-
tial to the new birth? I Pet. 1:23
says, "Being born again, not of
corruptible seed, but of incorrup-
tible, by the Word of God." I Cor.
1:21 says, "it pleased God by the
foolishness of preaching to save
them that believe." And in Acts
8:37 Philip said to the eunuch
who wanted to be baptized, "If
thou believest with all thine heart
thou mayest." Before a person
can believe he, or she must hear
something to believe. So let us
not leave the precious Word of
God out of our salvation.
Then does water represent the

Word of God in other Scriptures?
In Psa. 119:9, "Wherewithal shall
a young man cleanse his way?
by taking heed according to thy
Word." In Eph. 5:26, "That He
might sanctify and cleanse it
(the church) with the washing of
water by the Word." There are
others, but these convince me in
my believing that the water in
Jno. 3:5 refers to the precious
Word of God.

ROY
MASON

Radio Minister

Baptist
Preacher

Aripeka, Florida

First let me suggest some things

that it DOES NOT MEAN.
1. Reference is NOT to IMMER-

SION. There are many who try

to prove that baptismal regener-

ation is true by using this verse.
This is not true because it would
contradict other Scriptures which

make plain that baptism has noth-
ing to do with salvation. For in-
stance, in Acts 16:30-34, we have
the plain question asked "What

must I do to be saved?" The an-
swer, "Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and thou shalt be saved"
makes no mention whatsoever
of baptism. Another thing to con-
sider is the fact that in the con-
versation with Nicodemus Jesus
made no mention whatsoever of
baptism. A third thing, to add
baptism as a necessity for sal-
vation would be to plus Christ.
The truth is we are saved by
grace through faith in Christ plus
absolutely nothing.

2. In my judgment reference is
NOT TO THE WORD. Often I
have seen people try to make
water as used here to symbolize
the word. Such persons go into
the epistles and quote such pas-
sages as the ones that speaks of
"the washing of water by the
word." That is going far afield.
Jesus had not been talking with
Nicodemus about "the word," and
we may be sure that he was us-
ing terms that Nicodemus could
understand.

What then did Jesus mean
when he used the term water?
I don't think that we have to go
into intricate argument to find
the answer. Just what has Jesus
been talking about? He has been
telling Nicodemus that in order
to be saved one must experience
two births — the natural birth of
the flesh, and the second birth
of the Spirit. Back in those days
the natural birth was often spok-
en of as the "water birth." Any-
one who knows anything about
childbirth can understand the
why of this. The unborn child is
cushioned in a bag of water, and
in the process of birth the bag
bursts and the water is exuded
before the child can make its ad-
vent into the world. No wonder
it was called a water birth. But
Jesus makes clear that this is not
enough, for "that which is born
of the flesh is flesh." There must
be a supernatural SECOND
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BIRTH. "Except one be born of
WATER and of the SPIRIT he
cannot enter into the kingdom of
God." Clearly two births a r e
mentioned here — the natural or
"water birth" that makes one a
citizen of this earth, and the su-
pernatural birth of the Spirit that
makes one a member of the king-
dom of God.

Wit

"Continue"
(Continued from page 3)

persuaded them to continue in the
grace of God.
The same truth is presented to

us again, when it says:
"Confirming the souls of the

disciples, and exhorting them to
CONTINUE IN FAITH, and that
we must through much tribuTtt-
tion enter into the kingdom of
God."—Acts 14:22.
This was in Paul's first mis-

sionary tour. The Word of Goil
says he had just been stoned at
Lystra, but that he came back
to Lystra after having just bare-
ly gotten away with his life. Ile
came back and confirmed them,
and exhorted them, to continue in
the faith.
Can you imagine a man who

was stoned one day, and moves
on from Lystra over to Derb?,
and then presently decides that
he ought to go back to Lystra
where he was stoned and visit
with the disciples that he has
left there? He goes back to the
very place where he was stoned
and left for dead, and stands up,
and speaks to the people, and ex-
horts them to continue in the
faith.

Beloved, that was the kind of
preacher the Apostle Paul was.
He wasn't the kind of fellow that
gave up. He wasn't the kind of
fellow that took "No" for an
answer. He wasn't the kind of
fellow that faced a difficulty to-
day and said, "I am going to
watch out that I don't get in that
kind of a problem tomorrow.'
Instead, he went right back to
the same place where they had
left him for dead, and he said
to the brethren, "I want to con-
firm you in the faith, and I want
to exhort you to continue in the
faith."

Notice again to see how we are
to stand for the faith:

"Then said Jesus to those Jews
which believed on him, If vs
CONTINUE IN MY WORD, then
are ye my disciples indeed."—
John 8:31.

He didn't say, "If you start out
and go for a little while, I'll call
you a disciple," but He said, " If
you want me to call you a dis-
ciple indeed, be sure you continue
in my word."

Listen to another Scripture
of like nature:

"If ye CONTINUE IN THE
FAITH grounded and settled, and
be not moved away from the
hope of the gospel, which ye have
heard, and which was preached
to every creature which is un-
der heaven; wherefore I Paul am
made a minister."—Col. 1:23.

I regret to see people that
don't stand, or don't continue to

stand for the Word of Good. I

can look back across my ministry

of many years as a Baptist

preacher, and I can think of anY

number of preachers who once

stood for the truth, who don't

today. There was a time when I

was a boy preacher and didn't

know much about the Word of

God that I believed that it was

perfectly all right for a woman

to be ordained to the ministrY.

But in the providence of God, fle
gave me a roommate in college

that was a pretty strong Baptist.

At least he was in those daYs.

He and I used to fuss, and quar-

rel, and argue about the matter

of a woman's place in a New
Testament Church. Some of thas2

fusses were pretty vigorous.

Some of them were pretty heat-

ed. Just to tell you the truth, It

was almost "knock down and

drag out." He stood for what was

right and I was as wrong as could

be. Finally, through the Wnrd,
of God, he showed me where it

was wrong, and from a human

point of view, my position as to a

woman keeping silence in church

depends upon the teaching ni

that boy in Georgetown College.

A few years ago I wrote lint'

just to thank him for the NOY

in which he had led me to 
the

truth relative to feminism bar"

tchoelrl ee gien tt ohgee trho eo rm. n WhenG e o g ewt
rote

him, immediately came a letter

back telling me that he now saW

lots of things differently and Ile

thought he was entirely wrong

in what he had taught me whet'

we were in college.
Beloved, I want to tell you, that

is not the way that God Wan°

a preacher to stand. God
a preacher to continue in ta`
faith, grounded and settled.

Notice again:
"Take heed unto thyself, ati

unto the doctrine; CONTINUE II'

THEM: for in doing this th014
shalt both save thyself, and the;

that hear thee."—I Tim. 4:16.

"But CONTINUE THOU IN
the things which thou hast learn-
ed, knowing of whom thou M-4
learned them."—II, Tim. 3:14.

I tell you, beloved, God has,

a purpose for you and for me, arni

we are to keep busy and not giv.e
up. We are to continue in 1115

service. You can't read these

verses without the realization

that we ought to be a continuing

group of people.

If you believe the Word of GO

you ought to continue in it. tit

you have come to understann

something about the Bible, cher'

you ought to continue in the

Word of God. You have no busy

ness whatsoever doing anything,

but continuing in the truth a'

God's Word.

I often think about the 01.d

hound that started out early ta

the morning full of pep, readY

to hunt all day long. A deff
crossed his path, and he took .0t

after that deer like he was
to catch it in the next
seconds. After an hour or S'

passed by, the deer track got
little cold and a fox crossed

path, so he left the deer traci`

and took off after the fox. Afte,r)

(Continued on page 5, column
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We are saved lo serve; bui we canno1 serve lo be saved.

"Continue"
(Continued from page 4)
While the fox trail got cold,

and a rabbit crossed his path, and
he forgot about the fox and
atarted running off after the rab-
bit, and he kept after the rabbit
anti something else crossed his
track. Finally, when nighttime
Paine, he found himself lost in a

Trip, sitting down on his tall,
king up a tree at a contempt.-

le little ground squirrel up in
e tree.
.There are lots and lots of Bap-

just exactly like that old
d. They start out and are
g on election, and they twist
election to freewill, and

they twist from freewill to
ething else. The result is, you

kever know what they stand for,
licr what they believe, and y
fever know where to place them
as far as their doctrine is con-
erried.
I think about a young preacuar

k Cincinnati whom I have known
tit°111 the day of his birth. In
taet, I was there the day he was
rrn. His father and mother were
very close friends of mine in the
Years gone by, and this lad be-
alte a young prodigy in the
kinistry. He began preaching
ben he was just about 12 or

') Years of age, and became a
htIng whirlwind as far as a
!'reacher was concerned—Armin-
Ian to the core, but nevertheless
Young whirlwind in the mm-

1 Y. Then Then he switched from
qt!rninianism to Calvinism, and
.4,en from Calvinism to Hard-
nellism. I don't know where he
ands at the present time. I
aVeret seen his paper for some-

and I don't know what he
i:-ands for. But I would say this:
:fore I would quote him in any
b;l_s"e at all, I would want to call

up and ask him what he
:orl for, because I would be
'Laid that he has changed again.
tthat is not the kind of man
;14 God wants you to be. God

nts you to continue in His
"arcl.

Itiqod also wants us to continue
Prayer. It is a mighty easy

it,1, 1g for us to give up in our
LaYing, too. God wants us to con-

tie in prayer. Listen:
ejoicing in hope; patient in

ipulation; CONTINUING IN-
ANT IN PRAYER."—Rom: 12:

130 You pray every day like you
11;Ight to pray? Do you pray
el'Y day like you used to pray?

says for us to continue in-
it in prayer.
otice again:
'CONTINUE IN PRAYER, and

in the same with thanks-
4:2.

14 think that you and I miss
t.:t)t of blessings because we
LI' so little. Who am I to make
't accusation to you in view
the fact that I myself pray
little. I often look at myself
the morning in the mirror as

ikk shaving, and I often say
IllYself, you ought to be

ashamed of yourself, to know
how God answers prayer, yet, you
pray so little. I'll say the same
to you, you ought to be ashamed
of yourself knowing how God
answers prayer, to think that you
pray so little, yet God says that
we are to continue in prayer. We
are not to pray for just a little
while, but continue. We are not
to pray just for a day, or a week,
or a month, or a year, and say
"Well, God hasn't answered my
prayer yet, I am going to quit
praying." Beloved, we are to con-
tinue in prayer.
I don't think I have any busi-

ness to pray for an individual
today and quit praying for him
tomorrow when something arises
that looks like, providentially,
the prayer is not going to be
heard. I don't think we have any
business to do that. God has
awakened me many, many times
in years gone by to pray for one
woman who lives here in Ash-
land. I can say to you frankly,
I have prayed for her for over
35 years that God will save her,
and she has never been saved.
She shows no spiritual interest
nor concern at the present time.
Personally, if left to myself, I'd
give up, I would never pray for
her again. I would think that
God certainly isn't going to an-
swer my prayers so far as that
woman is concerned. At the same
time, I can't believe that God has
led me to pray for her years
ago, and that the same God that
led me to pray for her many
times down through the past
would lead me today to quit
praying for her. If God wanted
me back there, as I am sure He
did, to pray for her—I am sure
that some of these days she is
going to be saved, and it is my
business to continue in prayer.
Do you have any problems this

morning? Sickness, troubles, fi-
nancial distresses, all kinds of
heartaches and discouraging vex-
ing experiences come to us day
by day, and it is so easy to run
to the Lord and pray, and say,
"Lord, I am leaving it in your
hands." But do we do it? Too
many times we are unlike the
little girl that puts her doll to bed
and then goes -on to bed herself.
What do we do? We take our
doll — troubles, to the Lord and
instead of leaving them there, we
go back with them; we don't
leave them with the Lord. I
think we are all like that — we
fail to continue in prayer.
We are also to continue in uni-

ty. Listen:

"These all continued with one
accord in prayer and supplica-
tion."—Acts 1:14.
"And they continued stead-

fastly in the apostles' doctrine
and fellowship, and in breaking
of bread, and in prayers."—Acts
2:42.

Notice that they continued in
two things: doctrine and fellow-
ship. Whose doctrine? The apos-
tles' doctrine. Whose fellowship'?
The apostles' fellowship. As I
have said before, you can't have
the apostles' fellowship unless
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you have the apostles' doctrine.
They continued in unity.
Listen again:
"And they continuing DAILY

WITH ONE ACCORD in the
temple, and breaking bread from
house to house, did eat their meat
with gladness and singleness of
heart."—Acts 2:46.

Notice, they continued daily
with one accord.
Beloved, I have a very strong

conviction that God wants our
church to be that kind of church
—the same kind they had in the
New Testament. God wants us
to continue in one accord daily
in the service of God. God wants
us to be united so far as the
Word of God is concerned.

CONCLUSION

I bring this message to a close
by saying to you, you are to
stand firm. Oh, that God would
help us to continue, to endure
and to stand firm in His service!
I go back and read the story

of Job and I see Job having lost
his children with a cyclone, hav-
ing lost his sheep when the fire
fell down out of Heaven and
burned them up, having lost his
camels and his cattle when the
Chaldeans swooped down on
them and carried them away. I
see old Job when he lost his
health, and I look at him as h
sits in an ash heap and digs out
the corruption from those boils
that he is suffering with. I see
Job when his wife says, "If that
is the kind of a God I had, I
would curse God and die." I see
Job when his three friends come
to see him. Talk about wretched
comforters! They came to comfort
him and they said to him, "You
are a sinner; you are getting ex-
actly what is coming to you."
But I can hear Job as he looked
up into the faces of his three
friends and said:
"Though he slay me, yet will

I trust in him."—Job 13:15.
Brother, sister, I am saying to

you, that is the attitude you and
I need to take today. We need to

IF YOU ADMIRE,
OR IF YOU DESPISE—

BILLY
GRAHAM
You Need To Read

THE

PASTOR'S
DILEMMA

85c
trust God the same way. We need
to say, "Lord, you may slay me,
but we'll trust you just the same,
and we'll depend upon you."

Two little men stood looking at
a hill.

One was named Can't and the
other was named Will.

Can't said, "I never can get to
the top of that hill,"

And there he is now at the bot-
tom of it still.

Will said, "I'll get to the top,'
because I will,

And there he is now at the top
of the hill.

Two little men living by the
hill—

At the bottom is Can't, and at
the top is Will.

Do you remember the story of
the little engine how it ran? It
said, "I think I can, I think I
can, I think I can." Now that is
the attitude you and I ought
to take in the service of God.
Get tired? Yes. Get discour-

aged? Yes. Get ready to quit?
Yes. Get to the place you just
feel like what's the use? Yes.
Then look up, like Job, and say,
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"Though he slay me, yet will I
trust in him." It is so easy to be
a quitter and it is so hard to be
one that continues. May God help
you and me to continue every
day—continue standing for the
Word, continue in prayer, and
continue in unity, in the service
of the Lord.
May God bless you!

Romeward
(Continued from page one)

this man loose. It was their de-
sire to turn Paul loose. In fact,
they said, "Paul, you are free to
leave the jail," but Paul said,
"No, my rights have been violat-
ed and I want to protest to Caes-
ar." Of course this would be a
ticket for Paul to go to Rome.
I can't agree that this was God's

will for Paul to journey to Rome,
seeing that in other times when
the apostles were arrested and
placed in jail, God delivered them
from the bonds and set them free
so that they could have all of
the liberty that they needed to
preach and to present the gospel.
I am of this opinion, that in the
realm of human responsibility,
Paul could have gone to Rome,
and would have gone to Rome,
and would have gotten the job
done had he sought the Lord's
will, and had he followed the
Lord's will in determining how
he should go. However, Paul re-
fused to be released from his
bonds.
Then we read how there was

a ship heading for Rome, Italy,
and Paul, being a prisoner who
was bound to go there, to profess
his innocence and unlawful ar-
rest, was placed on that ship
headed in that direction. Thus,
we see the Apostle Paul headed
for Rome, and I say that the ex-
periences of the Apostle Paul il-
lustrate for us what we might
expect spiritually if We shall be
so foolish as to seek to journey
on the road that leads to Rome,
and Catholicism, and all of her
damnable doctrines.
On board that ship they find

that they were in an uncomfort-
able situation. The winds began
to blow and the .seas were turbu-
lent, and it wasn't long until the
ship did break up in the storm,
and sank, and it was necessary
for them to grab planks and
boards floating in the water that
they might save their lives phy-
sically. They landed upon an is-
land, and there they warmed by
a fire.
You recall now, as they placed

the wood and straw on that fire,
a snake bit Paul on the hand.
Now Paul was an apostle of God,
and being thus, he had a nainistry
that was peculiarly different than
the ministers of our day. Paul
had supernatural power given un-
to him by the Lord, so that this
serpent that bit him on the hand
did not harm him. Of course they
observed the snake biting him on
the hand, and they expected that
in a short while he would fall
over dead, but there were no ill
effects suffered by Paul in being
bitten by the snake.

As our spiritual counterpart, if
we should be so foolish as to fol-
low after the system of Rome, I
assure you we are going to find
ourselves in a storm; we are go-
ing to find the winds blowing up-
on us, and we are going to find
ourselves being snake bitten also.
We will suffer harm, and we will
have ill effects as a result.
As we continue to observe the

Apostle Paul, he finally made it
to Rome, yet there he was a pris-
oner. He had some liberty, but
he did not have the liberty that
he might have had, had he chos-
en to go free.
I don't understand from the

point of human reasoning why
the Apostle Paul did not accept
liberty whenever it was said that
he could go free. I am wondering
why he didn't go free, and why
he didn't continue then to pursue
the ministry that he had so suc-
cessfully pursued before the time
of going to Jerusalem, and the
time of his arrest.

Unpleasant Experiences

I see that the Apostle Paul, in
the long journey that he made
to Rome, had some unpleasant ex-
periences, and should we be fool-
ish enough to follow after the
system of Rome, we also are
going to have some unpleasant
experiences. Some results are go-
ing to be ours to experience that
will be hurtful, and will be last-
ing.
Tonight, I stand before you,

some of the greatest people God
has on earth, and in His name
and on the authority of His word,
I warn you — let us stick with
the Bible, for the folly of going
Romeward is to neglect, or cast
aside, the Bible.

Rome Mutilates Bible

I charge the Roman Catholic
system of annihilating the Word
of God. They have no need for
the written Word of God. They
have their decrees. They have
councils. They have their tradi-
tions. They have their customs.
Therefore they have cast aside
the Word of God.
God's Word says:
"All scripture is given by in-

spiration of God, and is profit-
able for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in right-
eousness: That the man of God
may be perfect, throughly fur-
nished unto all good works." —
II Tim. 3:16,17.
This Scripture is sufficient in

itself to declare unto us how im-
portant is the written Word of
God. We find among the inde-
pendent, sovereign grace Baptists
too many, and, too often, those
who are going contrary to the
Word of God — those who feel
that they are within their own
rights in matters of practice and
doctrines which they project.
We find a stern and solemn

warning concerning the Word of
God:
"For I testify unto every man

that heareth the words of the
prophecy of this book, If any man
shall add unto these things, God
shall add unto him the plagues
(Continued on page 6, column 1)
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Rome ward

'Continued from page five)
that are written in this book: And
if any man shall take away from
the words of the book of this
propnecy, God sha:1 take away
his part out of the book of life,
and out of the holy city, and from
the things which are written in
this book."—Rev. 22:18,19.

This gives us a warning that
the Word of God is complete
within itself. The Bible does not
need the Roman Catholics, nor
any other denomination, includ-
ing the Baptists, to add to what
•is already written, nor to take
away from what is already writ-
ten. Toe Word of God is suffi-
cient. I say it is foolish to allow
•ourselves to be caught in that
.stream of men in the religious
field, on the road to Rome. It is
folly, to say the least.

Rome Neglects Chr:st

Not only is it folly inasmuch
as we neglect the Word of God,
but the Christ of the Bible is set
aside, and this is where our of-
fense is greater than any other
Area. We read:
"For there is one God, and one

mediator between God and men,
the man Christ Jesus." — I Tim.
2:5.
We find that Roman Catholics,

and they that follow after them—
they that trail behind them —
they that are seeking to become
one with them — they are guilty
of adding another mediator, and
in many instances, more than
one.

Notice further:

"Neither is there salvation in
any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among
men, whereby we must be saved."
—Acts 4:12.

There are many that follow the
system of the Roman Catholics.
I only know a few independent
Baptists who are not going that
way. As far as I can understand,
all the others, without excep-
tion, are going that road. They
are on the road to Rome and I
fear that one by one, too many
of us in the independent Baptist,
sovereign grace rank are falling
in line along with them.

Independent Baptists, Beware

This is a point of indignation
lor some. Why would we even
think that independent Baptists
would be guilty of the folly of
going Romeward? Let me tell
you, every time Baptists depart
from the great truth of sovereign
grace, we are just taking a step
in that direction. When we think
of the doctrines of grace — those
truths which we love so dearly,
which we project, which we un-
derstand to be the great truths
of the Word of God — when they
are modified, or when they are
cancelled, it is just another step
on the road to Rome. Let me be
understood when I say that when
there are those among us who
deny the doctrines of grace — to-
tal depravity, unconditional elec-
tion, limited atonement, irresis-
tible grace, and preservation of
the saints — mark those individ-
uals, for they are on the road
to Rome.

When these doctrines are de-
nied, there comes a merging into
the system of salvation by works.
Remember, salvation by works
originated in Rome. All the error
that is in the world today came
from Roman Catholicism. If all
the denominations over the earth
were to go out of business save
one denomination, the Roman
Catholics, we would not lose a
single heresy. Every heresy that
is in the world today would con-
tinue to be in the world, if all
these daughters, granddaughters,
cousins and relatives of the Rom-
an Catholic system were to go out
of business.
Folly To Follow Romanism
I say it is folly to follow the

Roman Catholic system. We need
to stick with the Word of God,
and we need to stick with the
Christ of the Word of God. He is
the One whom we should preach.
He is the One whom we should
project. Our doctrines will be
sound if the Lord Jesus Christ
is the center of these doctrines.
Any doctrine that is a Bible doc-
trine, is a Christ-centered doc-
trine, and if Christ is not the
center of a doctrine, then I chal-
lenge you, it is not a Bible doc-
trine.
"For I am not ashamed of the

gospel of Christ: for it is the
power of God unto salvation to
every one that believeth."--Rom.
1:16.

Notice that the gospel is the
good news of the Lord Jesus
Christ, for in I Corinthians 15,
we are told that the gospel de-
clares the sinless life of the Lord
Jesus Christ, which involves the
sacrifice, His death, His burial,
and His resurrection.
I say that our doctrine should

include the good news of the Lord
Jesus Christ. We need to project
the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ. We need to tell all, every-
where, how that the Lord Jesus
Christ died.
"But as many as received him,

to them gave he power to become
the sons of God."—John 1:12.
The Roman road does not pro-

ject the Lord Jesus Christ. The
Roman road does not project the
Word of God. The Roman road
is a road and a system of errors.
Let us who name the name of
Christ, stick with the Bible, and
stick with the Christ of the Bi-
ble; and when this Bible Con-
ference has come to an end, may
it be one wherein truly the Lord
Jesus Christ and His gospel has
been preached, and may God be
pleased to cause many to receive
the gospel of the Lord Jesus
Christ and be saved.

Baptist Baptism

(Continued from page one)
Mark 1:2, 3 also tells us that

John the Baptist had authority
to baptize:

"As it is written in the proph-
ets, Behold, I send my messenger
before thy face, which shall pre-
pare thy way before thee. The

voice of one crying in the wild-

erness, Prepare ye the way for

the Lord, make his paths
straight."
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At this time, John the Baptist
was the only man on the face of
the earth that had the authority
to preach the Gospel, and to bap-
tize those that came forth con-
fessing their sins. I don't believe
that even John's disciples had
the authority. I don't believe
that John the Baptist gave that
authority to any of his disciples.
The Bible says that God sent
.forth a messenger—one man upon
the earth—to prepare a people
for the Lord Jesus Christ. That
man was a Baptist. That man
not only had the authority to
preach of Jesus Christ's coming,
but he had the authority to bap-
tize those who did believe.
In John 1:33 John the Baptist

makes a statement concerning
his authority:

"And I knew him not; but HE

THAT SENT ME TO BAPTIZE
with water, the same said unto
me, Upon whom thou shalt see
the Spirit descending, and re-
maining on him, the same is he
which baptizeth with the Holy

Ghost."

We see here that John said,
"I knew him not: but he that
sent me to baptize with water."
He did not say, "He sent me along
with some others." He did not
say, "He sent someone else be-
sides a Baptist." We know one
thing for sure—we can find one
Baptist in the Scripture, and that
is more than any other denomi-
nation can say. You'll never find
one Campbellite, one Methodist,
nor one of any other denomina-
tion.

We also note that when a Bap-
tist baptizes someone, that in-
dividual becomes a Baptist. So
if John were a Baptist, as the
Bible says he was, then all the
disciples of John were Baptists.
Even the Lord Jesus Himself was
a Baptist. The apostles were Bap-
tists. John prepared a people for
the Lord.

The first church was Baptist,
for it could not have been any-
thing else. People say, "It did
not bear the name Baptist." It
did not need to bear the name
Baptist. Being the only church
upon the face of the earth, it did
not need to bear a name to sep-
arate it from another church. If
there were only one of a thing
in existence today, it would not
need to put a name above the

door to separate it from some-
thing else. If there were only one

church in existence at that time,

there was no need to put a name

above the door so that people

could see that this church was
different from any other. So for

the first 300 years the name Bap-

tist did not appear upon the lips

of the individual, as it has in

later years, but there were indeed

Baptists, because of the man

that God sent forth to prepare the

people—to prepare the church

which the Lord Jesus Christ was

to establish here upon the earth,

and to which He gave the com-

mission to carry out the Gospel,

baptizing those that had believed,

and to teach them all things.

I say then that I believe with-

out any doubt that the church

has the authority if it has re-

ceived the authority from another

scriptural church.

WHOM GOD CALLS

I do not believe that God calls

people to preach that have not

been scripturally baptized. I

don't believe that God calls

preachers to preach that do not

belong to a scriptural New Testa-

ment Baptist Church. If Gad

calls men outside the church that

He has established while He was

here on the earth and gives tha

authority to them, He iz in con-

tradiction to His own church. But,

beloved, we know that if there
is error, it is within man and not

within God. Man might be sin-
cere in thinking that he is called

to preach, but I do not believe
that man is called outside the
church which Jesus built while
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He -was here on the face of the
earth.

I do not believe that any other
church has the authority to ad-
minister the ordinance of baptism
except Baptists. We read in Acts
19 of some men that had been
baptized but had not been told
of the Spirit of God. Many peo-
ple say, "This tells us that John's
baptism was void." Beloved, Jonn
did not baptize those individuals
in Acts 19, for it says that they
had not so much as heard of the
Holy Spirit. We see in the Scrip-
ture that John told about the
Spirit of God; therefore John did
not baptize those people in Acts
19.

In Luke 7:29, when the Lord
Jesus was speaking, and John's
disciples had come to Him, and
spoke to Him, the Lord sent them
back to John the Baptist, and
then began to speak to the multi-
tudes. As He spoke to them, "all
the people that heard him, and
the publicans, justified God, be-
ing baptized with the baptism of
John." John was not present,
yet these people were baptized
by John's baptism.

Though man does not have to
be in the very presence of John
the Baptist to receive John's bap-
tism, he must be baptized in the
same manner in which John bap-
tized — with authority, and com-
pletely burying the individual to
fulfill the righteous' acts of God.

GOD'S APPROVAL

There was a stamp of approval
put upon John's baptism.

"And lo a voice from heaven,
saying, This is my beloved Son.,

in whom I am well pleased." '—

Mt. 3:17.

We see the stamp of approval
put upon Baptist baptism by God

the Father as He spoke from
Heaven, by the Spirit of God as
He descended in the form of a
dove and lit upon the Lord's

shoulder, and by the Lord Jesus
Himself when He submitted to
that baptism. If the Lord sub-
mitted Himself to it, walking ap-
proximately 60 miles to be bap-

tized, surely it is the only Scrip-
tural baptism on the face of the

earth even today.

PROPER CANDIDATE

Let's notice who is the proper

candidate for baptism,- who is the
proper subject, and whom we

should baptize. John the Baptist

said to the Pharisees:

"Bring forth therefore fruits

meet for repentance."—Mt. 3:3.

I believe that a man ought to

have some fruit meet for repent-

ance. You say, "What do you

mean by that?" In Acts 2:37,

when the Apostle Peter was

preaching to the Jews on the

day of Pentecost about the death,

burial, and resurrection of the

Lord Jesus Christ, the Jews were

pricked in their hearts. They

said to him, "What shall we do?"

Peter said to them:

"Repent, and be baptized every

one of you in the name of Jesus

Christ for the remission of sins,

and ye shall receive the gift of

the Holy Ghost."—Acts 2:38.

The Apostle Peter was preach-

ing the same message that John

the Baptist preached in Matthew

3:8, when he said "Bring forth
therefore fruits meet for repen!--

ance." The Spirit of God had

quickened them and they had

been regenerated. A new birth
took place within them and they

had life. After they had life
they wanted to know what theY

could do about that which Pete:

had preached unto them. They

had heard what the Word of Gad

had said unto their hearts by the

Spirit of God in quickening. .

We say, "A believer is one
can be baptized scripturallY.

Beloved, I think we can go far'
ther than that. I believe that •

man must be regenerated first,

and that believing is the ev.i'

dence of the work of God IC

him. How can a dead man hear.
wHoitwhin his cana dheeaadrt?maBnobvce, prick

he3.d
know that Christ died for hie
sins upon Calvary unless the

Spirit of God first works withal

an individual causing him to be
regenerated that he might believe

- in the Lord Jesus Christ? Thel

who is the proper subject? Thoge
that have been pricked in te
heart by the Spirit .of God aP"
in whom the work of regenetr

tion has been done; those thlit
received the Spirit of God there'

PROPER ADMINISTRATOR

Let's notice who is the pr0011.

administrator. The first one tOg.„,
we see upon the face of the eart

is none other than John the 1391
tist. He was the only one 0'7:
had the authority, and he
the only proper administrator.

'believe the Scripture bears

out that Jesus Himself did (le'

preach nor did He give the
thority to any other man, url •
first of all He submitted gift/a;
self to John's baptism. When

submitted Himself to John's 193f;

tism, immediately the disciPiti

began to follow the Lord Jog
Christ.

In John 4:2, we see that ftle

Lord passed the authority to 0;

disciples to baptize. This was
first time the authority was giv.e.e

Baptist.
oapatinsy '"t. other except John t 

We also note in Matthew 25

19, 20 that the authority WI

given to the church. Some 531; ke
"It was given to eleven Pe°P
How can you say it was given

the church?"

I don't believe the Lord O'er,

has to do anything twice.

4:2 tells' us that the Lord Jej.ip

did give the authority to Po

disciples. Now they alreadY 11,0

the authority to baptize. l''pttl

in Matthew 28, the Lord ge

to His disciples again. Woul11

Lord do anything twice? In .1°70 a
4:2. He gives the authoritY

His disciples, but in MattheW

He gives it to the church, for

disciples had no authority to?

it on within themselves, an''

promised He would be with

church throughout all ages.

loved, the authority was gia

to the church, and the ch
un

the proper administrator frei

that point on, and no olle

but the church has the author

(Continued on page 8, colualrl
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W BAPTIST CHURCH IS CONSTITUTED IN CHARLESTON, S. C.
ELDER DON PENNINGTON, CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH, ASHLAND, KENTUCKY

.Going to Charleston, South Car-
a, to organize a new church,
left home a few minutes after
p.m. on Friday, October 18,
drove to Joe Wilson's home
Winston-Salem, N.C., getting
e at 2:00 a.m. Saturday morn
We visited about an hour,
then slept from three to six

ock. We left Joe's about 6:00
and picked up Cletus Sny-
and drove on to Brother Lee
iams' home in Charleston,
th Carolina. We got there
at noon on Saturday, where
ate and then went over to the
ch building afterwards.

It was amazing to see their
rch, though it was a very
all building. It had been an

DON PENNINGTON

.44 building. It belonged to the
Plant of a paper company.
the Williams boys startedui it, it had a leaky roof, and

14• the framework for a build-
• They put blonde paneling on
the walls, ceiling tile, built a
Pulpit stand, put two win-

s on each side, and a row of
ts down each side of the ceil-

• Truly, it is now a thing of
htf tItY, even though it is small.
• .frAfter looking at the church, we

t back to Brother Williams'
4e, and almost all of the
I•ch members came over and
d and fellowshipped most of
afternoon. We had services on
Itrday evening, with Brother
Williams preaching on "The
ch." Brother Joe Wilson
ched on "Salvation," using as
text, the story of the lost

ph, Sunday morning. Brother
preached on "Ambassadors

itis4trist." After that, the organi-
(In of the church took place.
member of Calvary Baptist

ci eh of Ashland, Kentucky,

28:

01e,

:t9

%•e

,505
50
110

,pth

Ole
OS/
r to

thsiunder authority, I took charge

13s;u 1" 

tilt
I l'•

13,e'

"

--.

BRO. PENNINGTON GREETS PASTOR LEE WILLIAMS
AFTER CHURCH ORGANIZATION

of the services on Sunday morn-
ing. Brother Lee Williams had
asked for authority to organize
the church, and thus, ours would
be considered the mother church.
These people have grown in grace
and the knowledge of the truth.
Our church had voted on Wed-
nesday, September 18, 1968, to
give me authority to go to Charl-
eston, South Carolina, to organize
this church.

The group elected Brother Guy
Williams as church clerk so that
he might keep a record of the or-
ganization of the church. Brother
Lee Williams was then elected
pastor. I recommended that they
have a meeting right away to
elect the rest of their officers, to
adopt their by-laws and Declara-
tion of faith.

Brother Williams brought a
talk on how he appreciated the
confidence the church had in him
by electing him, pastor. He turned
the ser vices over to Brother
James Hobbs and Brother Cletus
Snyder, and each gave brief mes-
sages. They proclaimed fellowship
with the newly organized church.
The new church was named the
Sovereign Grace Baptist Church.

Following this, I preached on
the "Great Commission." After
services on Sunday morning, we
left Charleston for Winston-Sal-
em, getting there about three
minutes before church time. That
evening at Winston - Salem, I
preached on "Prayer," and Broth-
er Hobbs preached on "Redemp-
tion," and then on Monday, we
returned home.

If we had had any better serv-
ices, we would have had to be in
Heaven to have it. Thank God
for this new church, and the fel-
lowship we had with the breth-
ren in Charleston. S.C., and in
Winston-Salem, N.C.
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A Real Pleasure
To Visit Saints In
Cherleston, 5. C.
My pastor, Bro. Joe Wilson,

some weeks ago received an in-
vitation to preach in Charleston,
South Carolina the night before
Calvary Baptist Church 'of Ash-
land, Kentucky was to constitute
a mission of theirs, there, into
a New Testament Baptist
Church.

On the weekend of October
19th and 20th, Bro. Don Pen-
nington under the authority of
Calvary Baptist Church, James
Hobbs, Bro. Joe Wilson and I
traveled to Charleston and had
a most wonderful experience.
How I thank God I accepted the
invitation to go along! We who
are not members of Calvary had

CLETUS SNYDER

no authority except that our
churches voted to give the hand
of fellowship and greetings to
this sister church in Christ.
Upon arriving in Charleston,

we were very warmly received
into the home of Bro. Lee Wil-
liams. His wife Laura, his mother
and two fine daughters, Leb'oie
and Teri, really rolled out the
carpet, and believe me, we really
felt t nome. Guy Williams (Lee's
brother) and his family came
over for fellowship after church
on Satt,rday night. Bro. Guy was
back another time or so.

Sovereign Grace Baptist
Church was born on Sunday
morning, October 20, 1968. Bro.
Lee Williams was immediately
called as pastor. My acquaint-
:moo with Pr-) Lee makos this
seem a very wise-choice. He gives
all appearance of being sound in
the Scriptures, and seems to be
a man who seriously desires to
serve the Lord. Pray for this
pastor.

Yes, you- guessed it. The mem-
bership is small. Only the mem-
bers of the families of Bro. Lee
and Bro. Guy along with their
dear mother make up this church.
The only visitors during the two
services were a dear lady and her
four children. She is not a mem-

Gladly I Observed The
Birth Of A Baptist Church
By JOSEPH WILSON

I feel so inadequate as I try to
describe the blessing that was
mine on the week end of Oct.
20th. Mere human words cannot
express a tithe of such an expe-
rience. I praise my sovereign
God for permitting me to share
in this organization of the new
church in Charleston, S.C.
Brother Don Pennington and

James Hobbs arrived at my home
about 2:00 a.m. Saturday morn-

ber of the church, but gets The
Baptist Examiner, arid knows the
truth.
Hurricane Gladys visited near

the Charleston coastline late Sat-
urday afternoon. Our God, who
controls the hurricane, this time,
only allowed it to dump heavy
rains.
Bro. Guy was a blessing. A

short time ago he had a serious
drinking problem. The election
of God's grace has made him into
a bubbling example of the new
creature in Christ. His wife was
unable to attend, due to a physical
ailment. His four children are
among the most attentive chil-
dren I have ever witnessed in a
church. Another son is in the
Marines. He just returned from
combat duty in Viet Nam.
The mother of Lee and Guy

is a most thankful woman. The
Lord has saved her, and has sav-
ed three sons, in the past few
years. Clyde, the other brother in
Christ is soon to retire from the
U.S. Army. For a few years, Mrs.
Williams, as a widow, had to
place the boys in an orphan's
home, here in Winston-Salem, N.
C. In fact, I can remember the
boys playing sports for the Chil-
dren's Home. This makes the sit-
uation now even more special to
me.

Sister Laura (Bro. Lee's wife)
is a converted Roman Catholic.
She mentioned to me the fact that
the Romanists teach very little
of the Word of God. Then, one
is not to question what he is
taught.
While in Bro. Lee's home we

were pleased with the truths his
daughter's, ten and twelve, knew.
Joe Wilson found out in a hurry
when he jokingly spoke of some-
one being lucky. Teri (ten) in-
formed him in a hurry that there
is no such thing as luck or
chance.
What a joy to hear Bro. Don

Pennington say, "Under the au-
thority of Calvary Baptist Church
I proclaim you a church." This
brought back memories of our
meeting in a basement for years,
with less than ten people many
times, and as a mission, with only
three members.
Brethren, we ought not to be

a jealous church. God bless all
Scriptural bodies of Christ, any,
and everywhere. I charge you to
stand true in our Lord. Believers
of the truth, do not hesitate to
Scripturally organize even if
small in number. The Scriptures
in telling us to forsake not the
assembling of ourselves, are not
the words of a harsh old God, but
the words of a merciful, gracious
God, blessing the obedient.
We ought to pray for this

church. The mayor did not hand
*out the key to the city. Almost
no one visited. How I wish every
city and town in America had
such a little church.

How can you help? Make this
church, and her pastor, a matter
of prayer. They would love to
hear from you that you are pray-
ing for them. Write to Bro. Lee
Williams, 80 Annette Dr., Boulder
Bluff, Hanahan, South Carolina
29405. I am certain they would
like to know about your Church,
and would pray for you. God
bless you.

CLETUS R. SNYDER,
Winston-Salem, N.C.

ing. We fellowshipped around the
table for over an hour. Boy, if
those two come to see you, you
better have a full stock of food
laid in the pantry. We left my
home about 6:30 Saturday morn-
ing; stopped by and got Cletus
Snyder, a deacon in our church
here, and headed out to Charles-
ton, S.C. We arrived at the home
of Borther Lee Williams in time
for lunch. The three kept trying
to get me to buy their lunch on
the way, but I insisted that Bro.
Williams was expecting us for
lunch and we should not disap-
point him. We had services Satur-
day night and Sunday morning
in Charleston. Sunday noon, we
ate a hurried lunch. It takes those
three a long time to eat a hur-
ried lunch. Then we left Charles-
ton, and after many dangerous

ELD. JOSEPH WILSON

hours arrived in Winston-Salem
at Grace Baptist Church about
7:29 p.m., where Brothers Hobbs
and Pennington spoke to our folk
here. I tell you, I was glad to get
safely home. With Don at the
wheel, and Snyder beside him
urging him on to deeds of daring
on the highw a y, I was most-
thankful to arrive safely at home.
At one time Brother Hobbs and
I thought it was Pennington and
Snyder's time to go, and we were
wondering how the Lord was go-
ing to keep us from going with
them. Sometimes predestination
is easier to preach than it is to
practice.
Brothers Pennington and Hobbs

spent the night with me, and left
the next day for home. I presume
they made it as I have heard no
different. We had further fellow-
ship around my table night and
morning.

The purpose of this trip was
the organizing of a church to be
known as Sovereign Grace Bap-
tist Church in Charleston. Bro.
Lee Williams and these folk there
were members of Calvary Baptist
Church in Ashland, and acted as
a mission. They requested to be
organized into a church. Calvary
Baptist Church voted to do this
and authorized Don Pennington
to be their agent in this organi-
zation. Brother Hobbs was author-
ized by King's Addition Baptist
Church to represent them in fel-
lowshipping the new church.
Brother Snyder and myself were
authorized to go from Grace Bap-
tist Church by way of express-
ing our fellowship with the new
church. So you see that we are a
folk who believe in, and practice
church authority all the way. It
is wonderful to act in accordance
with God's Word on church truth.
The fellowship with these three

brethren on this trip was simply
wonderful. I am so thankful to
God that these men are my
friends. I often say that there are
(Continued on page 8, column 1)
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71's ni a question as le who is right, but what is right.

New Church

(Continued from page seven)
some folk who I don't care what
they think of me; there are some
who I would rather did not think
much of me; and than there are
a few whose friendship I prize
above all the wealth of this world.
Folk like those I was with this
weekend fall into that last group.
I don't know three men I would
rather travel with than these.

Then the fellowship in Brother
Williams' home was simply too
wonderful to be put into wards.
Brother Lee is rather on- the se-
rious side. I hope that he recov-
ers from the onslaught made on
him by the four who visited him
last week-end. Brother Lee is
truly a great man of God. He is
sound on God's Word. He seems
to be very sincere, devoted, and
extremely clean in his life. He
has a wonderful wife, mother,
and two fine girls. Their home
was a model of what a Christian
home should be, and / came away
from there conscious of many de-
fects in my home. The women
worked hard in the kitchen (they
had no choice with the fearsome
foursome they had to feed), and
they treated us like kings. We
shall never forget their warm,
kindly hospitality to us.

Brother Lee has a brother in
the flesh and in the Lord. Guy
Williams was a delight to get to

know. He spent much time in fel-
lowship with us, and truly is a
great man of God. He has a won-
derful family. His wife is very
sick, and I urge you to pray much
for her health. It was a real joy
to fellowship Guy Williams and
his family.
Saturday night we had a

preaching service in the building
which these two men and their
families built that they might
have a place to meet and wor-
ship God. Brother Lee brought a
fine message. I preached then,
and truly, God helped me. It was
easy to preach. The folk were at-
tentive, receptive, and prayerful.
We greatly enjoyed this service.
Then Sunday morning came—

a day these dear people looked
forward to with longing, prayer,
and anticipation — the glad day
when they would become a
church of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We were up early, and you could
sense how important this day was
to be. God's presence was mani-
fest, even as we ate and got ready
to go to the meeting house.

What a service that was! Sure-
ly God was there in a special
way! It makes me think of the
days when the Tabernacle, and
later the Temple, were dedicated
when the cloud of God's glory
came down on them. Brother
Hobbs brought a wonderful mes-
sage on "Ambassadors for Christ,"
After the organization, Brother
Snyder brought some stirring and
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encouraging remarks as represen-
tative of our church here. Don
Pennington closed the service
with a great message on "The
Great Commission."
But the climax of the day was

the organization itself. When
Brother Pennington pronounced
them a church by authority of
Calvary Baptist Church, it seem-
ed that God was so close and
real and precious. How can I de-
scribe it? Seldom have I witness-
ed anything so blessed. Brother
Guy was elected clerk and Bro.
Lee was elected as pastor. This
dear man of God was overcome
when asked to make some re-
marks; he could only bow and
pray for awhile. Then he blessed
our hearts with same comments
on accepting this honored posi-
tion. Truly this is a great new
church and they have a great pas-
tor in Lee Williams.
This new church has ten mem-

bers. They stand in great need of
our prayers. Oh, that sister
churches who stand firm in the
faith, would pray much for one
another. These folk are far off
from any churches they can have
close fellowship with. They have
a hard road ahead of them, but
they have a great and sovereign
God, and they shall have the
prayers of many of God's true
churches. I anticipate great trials,
and also great victories, for this
church in the days ahead if our
Lord tarries. I would ask the
readers of TBE to pray for this
fine church and its pastor, Bro.
Lee Williams.
I feel so helpless in trying to

write this brief report. The real-
ity of what we experienced is so
far above any description we
could ever give. We praise God
for this wonderful experience,
and trust that it shall make us
better servants of His in the days
ahead. God bless you all.

Baptist Baptism
(Continued from page 6)

A lot of preachers today think
they have the authority to start
churches on their own, and that
they have the authority to bap-
tize, and that they have the
authority to do the Lord's work.
Beloved, I say there is no au-
thority outside the authority of
a New Testament Baptist Church.
Then we notice that this au-

thority is passed on. How is Bap-
tist baptism passed on with au-
thority? Some people say that
the Spirit just gives it to some
individual, and it dies out here,
and the Spirit picks it up over
here and starts it off again. I
don't believe it; I believe it comes
through the church.
In Acts 11, the church at Jeru-

salem was split, and some of
the brethren went over to Anti-
och and preached the Word of
God, and as a result some were
saved. We notice the authority
of the church of Jerusalem, for
they sent Barnabas to Antioch.
They limited how far Barnabas
could go. He was to go to Anti-
och and no farther.
"Then tidings of these things

came unto the ears of the church
which was in Jerusalem: and
they sent forth Barnabas, that
he should go as far as Antioch."
—Acts 11:22.

Authority was shown forth
here, for Antioch was not listed
as a church until after Barnabas
was sent there himself. I believe
Barnabas carried the authority
of the church at Jerusalem over
to Antioch and established the
church for those people who had
been saved by the preaching of
those that were split in Jeru-
salem.

Then in Acts 13, we notice that
Antioch passes on the authority:
"Now there were in the church

that was at Antioch cer tain
prophets and teachers; as Barna-
bas, and Simeon that was called
Niger, a n d Lucius of Cyrene,
and Manaen, which had been
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made in the name of Calvary
Church. We enjoy TBE very
much. It sure has been a blessing
to us. May the Lord continue to
bless the work that TBE is do-
ing, and in using you in the work
also."

Nole L. Davis
(North Carolina)

brought up with Herod the tetra-
arch, and Saul. As they min-
istered to the Lord, and fasted,
the HOLY SPIRIT SAID; Sep-
arate me Barnabas and Saul for
the work whereunto I have call-
ed them. And when they had
fasted and prayed, and laid their
hands on them, they sent them
away. So they, being sent forth
by the Holy Spirit, departed un-
to Seleucia; and from thence
they sailed to Cyprus." — Acts
13: 1-4.
Beloved, we see in the Scrip-

ture the Spirit of God working
through the church, but we do
not see the Spirit of God working
outside of the church. Paul and
Barnabas were sent from Antioch
out in the mission field. They
had the authority to baptize
those that came forth believing.
They had the authority to ordain
elders. They had the authority
to establish churches. But the
Spirit did not lead them outside
the church at Antioch. The Spirit
spoke to the Antioch Church and
said, "Separate me Barnabas and
Saul for the work whereunto I
have called them."
How is this authority passed

on then? Beloved, it is passed on
from one church to another, down
through the ages to the present
time, and will be until the time
the Lord comes and calls us off
the face of the earth.

CHAIN LINK AUTHORITY

Let's notice that this authority
is chain linked. Baptists today
claim they believe in the perpetu-
ity of the Baptist Church, but
they do not believe in chain-link
perpetuity.
When God created man in the

Garden of Eden, He created or-b.
We ask today whether we can
trace that lineage back to the
Garden of Eden, to Adam—one
man. There never has been a time
when man ceased • to exist. If
there had, we would not be pres-
ent today.
The Lord Jesus Chcist created

a second body while He was here
on the earth—the church. If that
body at any time had ever ceased
to exist, then there is no scrip-
tural church upon the face of the
earth today. But God promised
us that the church would con-
tinue throughout all ages: "Unto
him be glory in the church." He
meant to the end of the ages.
Beloved, we know that we have

churches in existence today that
are scriptural — churches that
received the authority all the
way back to the first church. It
is chain-linked back to Jeru-
salem. That is the only way that
it can have authority.
You say, "Well, before we

baptize anybody, we have to
prove this." Beloved, we cannot
go back to Jerusalem because
of the burning of the records. A
lot of churches have not kept
records. I do believe that in our
modern day and time, a man
ought to be able to trace the
church that he is in, at least
through a period of time when
there wasn't anything but a
scriptural missionary church in
existence.

A brother in Tennessee was
telling us about the churches in
England. Those scriptural
churches there have been in ex-
istence for 300 years. When they
were organized, there wasn't
but one kind of Baptist on the
face of the earth — sovereign
grace Missionary Baptist Church,
with authority. So this authority
has been passed on.

Jesus said:

"For I say unto you, Among
those that are born of women
there is not a greater prophet
than John the Baptist: but he

that is least in the kingdom

God is greater than he. And c`!
the people that heard him, ona

the publicans, justified God, be'
ing baptized with the baptisni

of John."—Luke 7:28, 29.

Beloved, if you have not had

scriptural Baptist baptism, the°
you have not, in the sense it is

speaking of here, justified God.

It is the only way to please God.

Man may say, "I am in the as41._

of God," but as long as .he

outside of a scriptural New Test.

ament Baptist Church, he is is

rebellion against God. Whether

or not he is a lost, alienated

ner or one that has been rege

erated, and has not been tattest

he is in direct rebellion against

the Word of God. He must be
II

a New Testament scriptura

church in order to be in the Will

of God. He must receive scrir

tural baptism.

Halloween

(Continued from page one)

first of November, and it

called "All Hallow"—from
we get the name Halloween,:

meaning all holy, and the "een
being a contraction of evening.,

Why did the Catholic ClotilV

suddenly make this change,

lowing the time to coincide Wird

All Souls Eve? At this partictil,w

time the Romish church h_.gg'

forced a good number of PagS
into Christianity. These nolow.'r
Christians persisted in tile'

heathen practices, All Souls fv`;

being one of the many. Ullabit:
to get these barbaric people

cease their outright pagan eel:

brations, the church decided

let them continue those by labe!,.

ing them "Christian." She chalw,

ed All Saints Day from May
to November 1, to satisfY

growing number of Germanic a

herents.

Masquerading first started

the medieval way of celebratina

All Saints Day. At first the 
reliel.0

of the saints were displayed h's
a solemn procession. Later l'as

people began masquerading ill
the saints themselves and fina4
as angels and devils and ev̀ of

dead persons. Here again the
of the dead crept into the ee'''
bration.

The Gaelic people brought 14=.31:

loween to our American shore;

The celebration today is less slit

perstitious and more fun, 170
remnants of the old supersti

tioe

are still present. The observan.cr

of Halloween has no Biblical ri/ii

sis. It is a relic of paganisifi.,A
Deut. 12:29-31 you will find Gu"
condemnation of Halloween.

Baptist History

(Continued from page one).4

nances we administer are tatsi

in the New Testament is 1.11/u i

more than all human test1nl°11

or practice in their favor. Sileb

my conviction that Scripturematf

the true, the only standard, vio

if there were not a Baptist,ot

earth, and I had no evidence wee

there had ever been one silitot

apostolic times, finding 1381308
principles and practices 10 08
New Testament, I would le",ef
all Christendom, and leaP °Id

the ages, contented to be f° dit

in the path of simple obedie'
to the Word of God."

I ask, then, were not git
churches of the New Testalli's#

Baptist Churches? We belied
that they were, being made ii,g

of believers only, who, belie,ivejt
in Christ and confessing 
sins, were buried with Chris'we
baptism. I humbly claim that.00,

originated, not at the reforrnatied

nor in the Dark Ages, nor ill ot

century after the Apostles;

that our marching orders areS
Commission, and that the

Baptist Church was the chul%1

Jerusalem. And I beg you, e°700
no man master, like the
Jews, to search the Scrillwe

daily, whether these thing
so."

Bulletin, First Baptist tww"
Henleyfieki, Miss.


