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"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word

it is because there is no light in them."—Isaiah 8:20
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THE AUTHORITY OF A N. T. CHURCH
ELD. JOSEPH WILSON
Winston-Salem, N. C.

"And if he shall neglect to hear
th, ern, tell it unto the church: but
ill he neglect to hear the church,
'et him be unto thee as an heathen
kd a publican. Verily I say unto
YOU, Whatsoever ye shall bind on
ili•th shall be bound in heaven:
4nd whatsoever ye shall loose on
4t2th shall be loosed in heaven."
itatt. 18:17,18.
,Note especially the words:
HEAR THE CHURCH," for these
41all constitute m37 text. In these
lverds, we learn of the authority
ef the church, and the individual's
resPonsibility to that authority.
Let us notice a few preliminary

vlbservations.
r,"Por there is no power but of
od: the powers that be are or-

141ned of God. Whosoever there-
Lore resisteth the power, resist-
4h the ordinances of God." Rom.

The word for power here is the
Ord meaning authority. From
T!se two verses we learn three
'trigs. All authority originally
1/1111 ultimately resides in God.
11.15d, in his sovereignty, gives au-
llority to individuals, groups, or

Zganizations as He sees fit. Thistrod-given authority can be illus-
2.ted in the cases of parent over
'Ild; man over woman; husband
tver wife; government over citi-
ke_11: and church over its mem-

s. In each of these cases, the
Ord of God declares that God
Za given authority of one over
:le other: the first over the latter

the above pairs. Now I must
n:thasize that no man or group
s any authority except it be
Ven by God. Self-assumed pow-
, Is rebellion against the God
go gave that authority. The re-
'lions wife, child, citizen, and
larch member is not only rebell-
against the husband, parent,

vernment, and church, but also
inst God.
church authority is a dominant
easily proven New Testament
rifle. I find it hard to keep
questioning the motives of

appreciated Mail
Qreetings in Jesus. Sorry to
fi that Mrs. Gilpin is in the

8Pital. I hope and pray she is
elc home and feeling better. I
't think you need to worry
Ut TBE going out of the mail
long as it stays true to the

John T. White

'148 Blairsville, Ga.

ao)

nd

ar)°.

trlfrA

lo
pe.
t11

,at
18

Bro. Gilpin:
don't have much to send you,
I enjoy sending what I can,

ilanse you and the paper are
tthy of the support from ev-
one.

Willard Windsor
(Alabama)

'Closed check for $10.00 for
rise of publishing The Bap-
Examiner.
have been reading it for

nt 20 years. and get more
truth from it than any pa-

I have ever read.
Wo.'ord W'iltaker
Pontiac, Mich.

those who deny this authority. I

do sincerely believe if you were
willing to be the kind of church
member that the Bible teaches
you ought to be, you would have
very little trouble seeing the
truth of church authority. I also
must question the Biblical schol-
arship (I do not refer to worldly
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scholarship) of those who do not
see this Biblical truth.

HEAR THE CHURCH

Our text says, "H e a r the
Church." Now this clearly teaches
that the church has an authority
to which the individual is to listen

and obey. No man can believe or
intelligently interpret this verse
apart from church authority. It
is so clear here, that it seems to
me that only the willingly ignor-
ant can not see it. But to those
who despise church authority
— those to whom it does not mat-
ter if the church treat them as
an heathen and publican — let
them look at the next Verse.
"Whatsoever ye shall bind on

earth shall be bound in heaven:
etc. . . ." Matt. 18:18.
This verse tells us that the ac-

tion of the church is recognized
and ratified and settled in heav-
en. According to Bagster's inter-
linear, this verse should read
"having been bound" and "hav-
ing been loosed." Then, this verse

teaches that the action of a true,
Spirit-led church is an action that
has been passed upon and settled
in Heaven. Do you not clearly
see that in this verse, the discip-
linary action of a N.T. church is
recognized and approved by God
Almighty, end that despisers of
church authority are here shown
to be despisers of the authority
of God? Now this is clear and
there is no way of getting around
this truth. Either "hear the
church," or be guilty of rebellion
against God.

"If any man defile the temple
of God, him shall God destroy;
for the temple of God is holy,
(Continued on page 7, column 2)

Please Don't Forget
An Offering For

Us On Thanksgiving

In our last issue, we reminded
you that this is the Thanksgiving
season and we urged all of our
readers to remember us with a
worthy offering for the ongoing
of TBE.

Please don't forget us. It is only
through the contributions that
come to us that we are able to
keep our paper in the mails. We
thank God and take courage to-
day for the many friends that Ile
has raised up in our behalf and
we truly pray that God will lay
our written ministry heavily up-
on the hearts of our readers this
season.

PREACHED AT CALVARY'S 1968 CONFERENCE

"But God forbid that I should the earth, will draw all men unto

glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and
I unto the world. For in Christ
Jesus neither circumcision avail-
eth any thing, nor uncircumci-
sion, but a new creature. And as
many as walk according to this
rule, peace be on them, and
mercy, and upon the Israel of
God. From henceforth let no man
trouble me: for I bear in my
body the marks of the Lord Jesus
Christ."—Gal. 6:14-17.
Throughout this conference we

have heard much concerning the
cross of Christ, the blood of
Christ, and Christ as our Pass-
over. Tonight, I bring to you a
message on the Cross of Christ.

The Literal Aspect of the Cross

The cross is an erected tree,

or piece of wood with another

member crossways across the top,

forming a T. This is one type

in which we are interested. This

cross was a wooden cross and it

is the type to which Christ was

nailed.
In its ritual aspect we find

that the cross today is actually

worshipped by many people. In

the Roman Catholic Church, it is

worshipped and idolized. It is a

sin to worship or idolize the cross,

even though it means so much to

us as Christians. I say to you,

to worship the cross of the Lord

Jesus is wrong.
I don't preach this message in

hope that you'll begin to worship

the cross, because I see so many

of these crosses and crucifixes

that have the Lord Jesus Christ
upon it, but the cross that I
preach unto you is empty. The
Saviour is not nailed upon that
cross. He is not only resurrected
from His burial place, but He is
also ascended to the right hand
of God the Father.
I remember reading not so

long ago about some little boys
who climbed up the front of a
Catholic Church building and
took the cross with Christ down
from the front of this cathedral.
When they were caught, they an-
swered for themselves by saying
that they did not believe that it
should be there because Christ
was not on the cross — He was
no longer nailed to the cross, and
this symbol was wrong.
The Catholics seem to like this

symbol, and seem to worship it,
but I say to you, this is wrong.
The cross of Christ that I preach
to you is an empty cross.
In its mutual aspeet, the Lord

Jesus Christ, speaking of the cross
and signifying what death that
He should die, said:
"And I, if I be lifted up from

Bbe naptist Exantiner 4Jutrit iA Sermon by Pastor John R. Gilpin livm-mdtfr••••••.41kos.11

"PAUL GOD'S VESSEL"
"But the Lord said unto him,

Go thy way: for he is a chosen
vessel unto me, to bear my name

before the Gentiles, and kings,

and the children of Israel."—Acts
9:15.
Last Sunday night I discussed

at length the story of Paul's con-
version. I read you lots of Scrip-
ture relative to how Paul was
saved. I know no individual in
all the Bible whose conversion
stands out, or whose conversion
is of more help to me, than the
conversion of the Apostle Paul.
Following the message of last
Sunday, I wish to preach to you
this morning about Paul as God's

vessel — how God used him as
a vessel.

PAUL WAS AN UNCLEAN
VESSEL.
We read:
"And Saul, yet breathing out
r eat enin g s and slaughter

against the disciples of the Lord,
went unto the high priest, and
desired of him letters to Damas-
cus to the synagogues, that if he
found any of this way, whether
they were men or women, he
might bring them bound unto
Jerusalem."—Acts 9:1,2.

If this Scripture isn't enough
to indicate that Paul was an un-

clean vessel, then hear the Apo3-
tie, thirty years later, give this
testimony:
"Who was before a blasphemer,
and a persecutor, and injurious:
but I obtained mercy, because I
did it ignorantly in unbelief." —
I Tim. 1:13.

If this isn't sufficient for you
to realize that the Apostle Paul
was truly an unclean vessel be-
fore he was saved, just remember
the Scriptures that I read to you
last Sunday evening that tell us
hew Paul persecuted God's peo-
ple, even unto death, bringing
them bound unto the city of Jeru-
(Continued on page 2, column 4)

me."—John 12:32.
The preaching of the cross, no

matter how humble it may be
or how simple it may be, is of-
fective. The Word of God goes
forth and does that which He
pleases. In preaching the cross
of Jesus Christ, whether I preach
it here, or whether I would be
preaching to a native in some far-
off land, I believe that this is
the means that God uses to call
out His elect. I believe that the
cross must be preached.
I believe there are er.emies of

the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ
not only here, but all over the
world. God's Word says:
"Brethren, be followers toge:h.

er of me, and mark them which
walk so as ye have us for an

KENNETH CROWL

ensample. (For many walk, of
whom I have told you often, and
now tell you even weeping that
they are the enemies of the cross
of Christ."—Phil. 3:17, 18.

I believe that the enemies ot
the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ
are those who preach salvation by
works. I believe that the enemies
of the cross of the Lord Jesus
Christ are those not only in our
midst, but all over the world, that
are preaching false doctrine and
perverting the doctrines of grace.
They hold up to ridicule and
scorn the doctrine of election and
salvation by grace.

The Death Upon The Cross

The cross was a place of capital
(Continued on page 2, column 1)
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We Announce Our
Annual Bock Sale
Al 20% Discount
Our annual winter book sale

is announced in this issue of TBE,
and all books thus on sale will
be at 20 per cent discount, plus
parcel post charges. (Except there
is no discount on any of John
Gill's works. We sell them too
close to cost to allow any dis-
count. We only carry them for
the truth's sake).

Now would be an excelleut
tiroe to take advantage of the
opportunity of stocking up on the
best books that are available to-
day.

At this particular time, please
do not a.,-;k for credit. We do not
have a bookkeeper, and I do not
have time to keep such records.
This sale will continue through

December 31, 1968, and we would
be most happy to have our read-
ers take advantage of this fine of-
fering of books, which are being
sold cheaper than you can buy
them any place else in the whole
world,
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"The Cross"

(Continued from page one)

punishment. God's Word says:

"And surely your blood of your

lives will I require; at the hand

ol every beast will I require it,

and at the hand of man; at the

hand of every man's t ro her will

I require the life of man. Whoso

sheddeth man's blood, by man

shall his blood be shed: for in

the image of God made he man."

—Gen. 9:5, 6.
Notice, God says that any n'-'n

who takes another man's life, vvh
sheds man's blood, his life was
also to be taken. God instituted
capital punishment.

In many states of the United
.States today, people raise the cry
that capital punishment is too se-
vere and wrong, but I say to you.
God instituted it, and I believe
that He intended it for a reason.
I believe it is not within man
to direct his own self. It is riot
within man to know his way. It
is like the leopard that cannot
change his spots. He cannot
change, and he is going on his
own way—going astray.

I believe that man is absolute-
ly totally depraved. I don't be-
lieve that he has a bit of goad
within him. All I have to do to

The Baptist Examiner Bro. Gene Hensley
To Be In Revival

In Orlando Church
The Cheney Baptist Church of

2124 North Dean Road, Orlando,
Florida, which is pastored by our
good triend, Malcolm E. Thomp-
kins, has invited Brother Gene
Hensley for a revival meeting be-
ginning December 8th.

I am sure all of our friends
know that I personally love Bro.
Hensley and consider him one of

ELD. GENE HENSLEY

God's greatest men. They just
don't come any finer than Gene,
nor sounder.

We have lots of readers within
driving distance of this church,
and we would certainly insist up-
on you attending this meeting,
and of course, it goes without
saying that those of us who live
at a distance should remember
Brother Hensley and Brother
Thomokins and the Cheney Bap-
tist Church in prayer.

prove that is to look into a mirror
and see what I behold, because
I say to you, out of everyone
here, I feel less worthy to even
stand to preach God's Word, or
even to say the name of Christ.
When I see myself and realize my
total depravity, then I realize that
except for the restraining grace
of God, I would fall into the
deepest and vilest of sins, except
that He withholds me from it.

Brother, sister, sometimes He'll
let you right down to the very
edge of the pit to show you that
(Continued on page 6, column 1)

MRS. ROY MASON DIES IN FLORIDA

ELD. AND MRS. MASON AT 1966 CONFERENCE

Mrs. Nellie C. Mason, the wife
of our beloved Roy Mason of Ari-
peka, Florida. died recently in a
Florida hospital, arid we extend
today our sincere sympathy to
Brother Mason.
Brother and Sister Mason have

been two of our very staunchest
friends for many years, and .we
thank God for them. Brother Ma-
son's articles have appeared in
TBE for the last quarter of a
century and they have been, in-
deed, deeply appreciated.
For years, Mes. Mason taught

the "Whosoever Will" Bible Class
a the Buffalo Avenue Baptist

Church, where
was pastor.

We want to extend to Brother
Mason our sincerest sympathy in
this hour of grief, and pray for
him, the son, Zane, and daughter,
Sharon.

Brother Mason

It would be impossible to esti-
mate the great worth of Mrs. Ma-
son to TBE in view of her letters
of encouragement through the
years gone by. Truly, she has
made us thank God and take
courage many times, and we w-
joice today over the memory If
her.

New Testament Baptists Of
Bristol, Tenn. Support TBE

DANIEL PHILLIPS

We think that TBE is the best paper in print; in fact,
we know it is. Some papers are good on grace, but off on the
church and other doctrines; others are good on the church,
and off on other doctrines, but The Baptist Examiner is sound
on all the doctrines.

Second, The Baptist Examiner is one of the best com-
mentaries that you could find in print today. I have every
copy of TBE since 1955 and wouldn't part with any of them
for anything. I often dig down in some boxes I have and look
up some sermons on certain subjects I'm studying. I thank
Bro. John King of Sandford, Fla., who sent me my first copy
in 1955, and I have been receiving The Baptist Examiner
every since.

I have learned more from The Baptist Examiner in a
year or two, than I would have from the average pulpit in
10 years, or maybe a lifetime. I learned more about the church
in one year than most preachers that have been preaching
for years. I owe much to The Baptist Examiner, and if thous-
ands of other people would admit it, they do, too. Many peo-
ple have received TBE and started coming to the truth enough
that they looked up a church that preached these truths. Many
of our churches have been helped by The Baptist Examiner.
It helps the pastor to teach his church faster, the many truths.

As pastor of our church, I cm going to encourage our
members to help more than ever to support The Baptist Ex-
aminer. I know the expense of the Conference will be more,
and it will be a greater burden on Calvary Baptist Church,
so may it please God to raise up more churches to support
this great work, that we might have a better conference next
year and The Baptist Examiner and Calvary Baptist Church
will not have to strain so hard to bless others. I think every
church could send a little to help support this great paper,
and encourage their members to read The Baptist Examiner,
and send it to others.

May God lay it on the heart of other churches to send
in a regular monthly support is my prayer.

DANIEL PHILLIPS, Pastor
New Testament Baptist Church

Three Great Books
Received From

Baker Book House
WHEN DEATH TAKES A

FATHER

By Gladys Kooiman

200 Pages — $3.95

This is a simple, straight-for-
ward book which tells a true
story of heartache and pain, and
at the same time, of faith and
trust. From a family of ten, Mrs.
Kooiman's husband was taken.
This book should prove to be an
exceedingly great blessing to hun-
dreds of others who have, under
similar circumstances, come face
to face with the realities of life
and death.

A TOPICAL DICTIONARY
BIBLE TEXTS

By James Inglis

525 Pages — $4.95

This book is just what its title
indicates, in that it gives a topi-
cal presentation of many, many
Scriptures. It has by far greater
completeness than any other book
of like nature. There is, in it, a
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wealth of information, alphabeti-
cally arranged. For example, un-
der the word "falsehood," there
are nearly two full pages of ref-
erences 1,sted and this is charac-
teristic of the book throughout.

THE DELUGE STORY IN
STONE

By Byron C. Nelson

200 Pages — $3.50

This is the book which gives a
thorough presentation of the
flood as written on the earth's
crust. It very completely and
carefully refutes the theory of
evolution by showing that the
strata of the earth in which fos-
sils are contained were formed,
not during long series of almost
endless ages, but by terrific
changes during the brief period
of the Noachian deluge, and the
period of adjustment following it.

OF

"God's Vessel"

(Continued from page one)
salem. All this would indicate
that before he was saved, the
Apostle Paul was definitely an
unclean vessel.

Isn't it true that everyone of
us who are saved could say the
same thing as to our own lives?
Isn't itetrue that everyone. of us,
before we were saved, wera un-
clean vessels in God's sight?

When the Apostie Paul wrote

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
ARRLAmo 00141,0:1Cf

III0i

This is a picture of the jacket

of OLD LANDMARKISM —
greatest book ever written 011

church history. It regularly Sae
for $3.50 and is well worth the
price. Every Baptist should °WO

a copy of it. Please send in Y011t
order today. During our sale, We
will mail it to you for $3.00 P05t
paid.

to the church at Corinth, he said
to them:
"Know ye not that the unrigl*

eous shall not inherit the king'
dom of God? Be not deceived:

neither fornicators, nor idolatert'
nor adulterers, nor effeminate,:
nor abusers of themselves
mankind, nor thieves, nor cofr

ious, nor drunkards, nor revile'

ncr extortioners, shall inherit Old
kingdom of God. AND SITCP
WERE SOME OF YOU: but !Jil
are washed, but ye are sanctitivw
but ye are .-Listified in the nal!:
of the Lord Jesus, and by 1,7
Spirit of our God."—I Cor.

If you will notice, Paul is tall'

ing about those that cannot gd°

to Heaven, and he says, "All
such Were some of you," as if tef
indicate that at least some
these folk in the church at Cot.
inth were originally just like thie

crowd that the Apostle Paul de'
scribes as being so bad that there
was no possibility of them inholt
ing the kingdom of Heaven. 1111
would tell us that these folk
Corinth, before they were sav...7;
were unclean vessels in Gu'"
sight.

I tell you, there isn't a one of
us but that if we were to tell tbe
truth, would have to say that ie
God's sight, we were unclean be;
fore God today. The fact of thole
matter is, the only man that re,,
izes how unclean he is, is the 111'4
that is saved. The only man 0°,
realizes that he was unclean,
the man who has been cleaned 'IP

by the Lord Jesus Christ.
Go back to the days of 

it
Lord Jesus and you will find a
was customary that whenevero
leper met an individual, he
raise his hands, and cry out, "u s,
clean! Unclean!" The reason Wag
that it kept people from corollio,
near him, lest they become c°0
taminated by his leprosy.
(Continued on page 3, colunin
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Prayer must mean something to us if it i-.9 10 mean anything to god.

• DO YOU WANT
TO IMPROVE

TOUR THEOLOGY?
bEDucT 'Oa:, Fl5cM THESr PRICES

THROUGH DEC. 31, 1968

ke Seven Dispensations-
Graves  $3.25

internatic Theology
by A. H. Strong  $7.50

hdY of Divinity-Gil  $8.00

kuse of God and Truth-
iil  

kiladelphia Confession of
Faith (paper)  $1.50

kercies of a Covenant God-
Warburton  $3.95

ke Biblical & Historical
Faith of Baptists on God's
Sovereignty (paper)   .50

copies  $1.00
50 copies  $15.00

kastle to the Romans-
' I:lodge  $5.30

1 !Mgt of Grace-Booth  $1.95

Ilendage of the Will-

Martin Luther  $4.95

Order From

Baptist Church Book Store

"God's Vessel
11
1, A. (Continued from page two)

e• illtik that leper is surely anis
0 tration of what every unsay-

✓ man actually is, for unsaved

I A.L10.p1e, if they were to do that
O 1ch they should, would cry out

0 n they meet God's people that

f. a were unclean - that like

lif ge leper of old, would shout

O rhenclean! Unclean!" lest they bemeans of contaminating the

,/ Ittldren of God.
)r alo I say, beloved, first of all,
go %td was an unclean vessel.

01'

:LIs 
II 

'AsUELL. BECAME AN EMPTY

10 Tye read:
it Ik:*A-nd he trembling and aston-

0 
ed 

said, Lord, what wilt thou

la 're me to do?"-Acts 9:6.

01 'Paw surely was an empty yes-

that day. That was the day

A t he met the Lord Jesus

fi ist. That was the day that the

- , ttt of God appeared unto him
of ithe roadway to Damascus. Paul
ile i_ to the ground, and when he

in se, the Word of God says the
De. st thing that he did, was to

Jle 'N.... 
al' b,..,

• al: uoOKS PERTAINING
TO THE CHURCH;5

uP EDUCT 20% FROM THESE PRICES

THROUGH DEC. 31, 1968

teven Questions and
Answers As To Church
Authority   .50

kricise History of Baptists-
Orchard (paper)  $1.50

Ittstory of the Baptists_

Christian

kritist Church Manual-
Pendleton  

111„.e Churches of the New
l'estament-McDaniel
(Paper)  

4vail of Blood-Carroll
(Paper)  

 $3.25

$1.75

$1.50

.25

look up into God's face and say,
"Lord, what wilt thou have me

to do?"
Did Paul have any plans that

day? Yes, he had plenty of plans.

He had lots of plans a few min-

utes before. His plans just pre-

viously were to go to Damascus

and 'if he found any Christians

there, either men or women, he

was going to bring them 500 miles

from Damascus to Jerusalem to

be tried for the crime of being a
Christian.
Yes, Paul had hats of plans, but

now he doesn't have any plans.
What has happened to him? The
Lord has appeared to him, and
when Jesus Christ appeared to

him, the Apostle Paul lost all of
his plans so far as life was con-

cerned. All of his plans and all of

his purposes had been abandoned

on the roadway to Damacus. Paul,

the persecutor, came to the end

of his way and Paul, the apostle,

became a reality, on the roadway

to Damascus; but before he be-

came an apostle, he realized that

he was just an empty vessel in

God's sight.
As I have often said, just as a

woman would take a vessel and

turn it upside down and take a

towel and wipe it out so there

wasn't a drop of water on the in-

side, so God took Paul and turned

him upside down and wiped him

out, so there wasn't a single thing

in him relative to his previous

plans. As he stood there on the

roadway to Damascus, he looked

up into the face of Jesus Christ

and said, "Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do?" He stood there

a totally empty vessel, waiting

on the Lord.
It is good for a person to come

to the place that he realizes that
he is empty. It is good for a per-

son to come to that place that he

realizes how empty he is, and
how utterly dependent he is, and
how much he needs the Lord to
direct his life. That was Paul on

the roadway to Damascus.

5 klien Baptism and the Bap-
tists-Nevins (cloth)  $2.00

(Paper)  $1.50

kable Clement  $2.00

t'll_lirch and the Ordinances-
ICazee (paper)  $2.00

4t'lln's Baptism-Graves  $1.50

511gin of the Baptists-Ford $1.00

/Ile Baptist Faith and Roman
Catholicism-Hone
(Paper)  $1.50

-In`Ch That Jesus Built-
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PAUL WAS A CHOSEN VES-

SEL.
We read:
"But the Lord said unto him,

Go thy way: for he is A CHOS-

EN VESSEL unto me, to bear my

name before the Gentiles, and

kings, and the children of Israel."

-Acts 9:15.
God was telling Ananias to go

to the Apostle Paul and put his
hands on him that he might re-

ceive his sight, and He said, "Paul

is a chosen vessel unto me."
Beloved, I wish that you and

I could realize that God chose

the Apostle Paul. He was definite-

ly chosen of the Lord.
Paul tells us that this was his

experience, for we read:
"But when it pleased God, who

separated me from my mother's

womb, and CALLED ME by his

grace."-Gal. 1:15.
"According AS HE HATH

CHOSEN US in him before the

foundation of the world, that we

should be holy and without blame
before him in love: having pre-

destinated us unto the adopiion

of children by Jesus Christ to

himself, according to the good
pleasure of his will."-Eph. 1:4,5.

Notice, the Apostle Paul was

a chosen vessel of the Lord. He
hadn't been chosen by his mother
for this task. He hadn't been
chosen by some professor, or by
Dr. Gamaliel to whom he had
gone to school. He hadn't been
chosen for the ministry by some
elderly preacher who put his hand
upon his head and said, "Now my
little man, I hope you will be a
preacher when you grow up." In-
stead, he had been chosen of the
Lord. So we see that Paul was a
chosen vessel.

Notice again:

"Not to all the people, but un-

to WITNESSES CHOSEN BE-
FORE OF GOD, even to us, who
did eat and drink with him after
he rose from the dead."-Acts 10:
41.

Notice, when Simon Peter was
preaching he indicated that the
witnesses had been chosen before
of God, and as Simon Peter
preached, so the Apostle Paul had
had that experience - he was a
witness chosen before of God.

I tell you, it is a good thing for

a man to be a chosen vessel of
the Lord. I know preachers in
the ministry because they have
been chosen by their mother,
chosen by some well-meaning el-
derly preacher, chosen by their

friends. I have also known some

that were in the ministry because
they were chosen of the Lord.
When a man is in the ministry
chosen by some person, he can

get out of the ministry just as
easily as he can get in, but when
a man is in the ministry because
he is chosen of the Lord, he does
not get out of it - he just stays
in it, and keeps on preaching.

Recently, I put a streamer in
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER at
the top of the page, which said:
"Paul was stoned, but not stop-
ped." That was true, and that is
true of every individual who is
chosen of the Lord. He may be
stoned, but he won't be stopped.
Peter was a chosen vessel.
I go back to the Old Testament

and I find the story of Eli who
took his sons and put them in
the priesthood. He chose them for
the priesthood, but God unchose

them just as fast •as Eli chose
them. Those wicked, sinful sons
of Eli were definitely set aside
so far as God was concerned. Eli

chose them, but God didn't
choose them, and God set them
aside. At the same time, Eli did
not choose that little barefooted
Samuel that was growing up in
his court like a beautiful flower
on a dunghill, but God chose him,
and the Word of God would tell
us how Samuel became a mighty
blessing to the land because he
was chosen of the Lord.

I am saying to you, I like to
see people chosen of God. I like
to see people enter the ministry
because they are chosen of God.
I look back across my life and I
think of some who entered the
ministry, and I am satisfied they
did it because God had chosen
them. I have seen some that en-
tered the ministry and they got
out of it just as fast as they got
in. When problems arise, it is
only the man who is called of
God that is going to continue to
preach the Word of God, in the
face of opposition.

God, and not of us."-II Cor. 4:7.
Paul says, "Whatever we are, it

is because of the power of God.
Beloved, too many people look

upon the preacher and thitik,
"My, what a powerful fellow Ile
is!" Too many people think of

the preacher as a man of power.

Paul said that "the excellency of

the power may be of God, and
not of us."
Paul was filled. He is a filled

vessel. He has been filled of the

Lord. After God emptied him on

the roadway to Damascus - after
God got all of the uncleanness out
of him and emptied him of him-
self, then God filled him to the
extent that Paul said:
"Therefore I take pleasure in

infirmities, in reproaches, in ne-
cessities, in persecutions, in dis-

tresses for Christ's sake: for
when I am weak, then am 1

strong."-II Cor. 12:10.
How could a man make a state-

ment like that? Only because he
had been filled of the Lord. Any
power that Paul had, was not of
himself, but it was of the Lord,
so that he said, "When I am sick
physically, then I am strong."
Paul has been filled of the Lord.
His strength was of the Lord.
I look at Paul. He was an un-

clean vessel when he started on
the roadway to Damascus. He
was an empty vessel when he
met Jesus Christ out there on
the roadway and Christ emptied
him completely of himself to the
extent that Paul forgot all about
the plans and purposes that he
had in mind that day. He was a
chosen vessel because God told
Ananias that he had been chosen
of Him. Now we see that for the
rest of his life He was a filled
vessel - filled with the Lord.

Look at Paul. He was an un-
clean vessel. He was an empty
vessel. He was a chosen vessel.

IV

PAUL WAS A FILLED VES-
SEL.

After God emptied Paul of him-
self, then God filled him. Listen:
"But when it pleased God, who

separated me from my mother's
womb, and called me by his
grace, TO REVEAL his Son in
me, that I might preach him
among the heathen: immediately
I conferred not with flesh and
blood."-Gal. 1:15,16.

Paul is saying, -The same God
that separated me from my moth-
er's womb, the same God chose
me - that same God revealed
His Son in me, and when He re-
vealed His Son in me, I was so
filled that I didn't have to con-
fer with flesh and blood." Belov-
ed, Paul was a filled vessel. God
had filled him.

Notice another Scripture which
would tell us that Paul was filled
of the Lord:
"But we have this treasure in

earthen vessels, that the excel-
lency of the power may be of
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V

PAUL WAS A SEPARATED
VESSEL.

Paul has not only been filled of
the Lord, but he has been separat-
ed unto special service for the
Lord. Listen:
"As they ministered to the

Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost
said, SEPARATE me Barnabas
and Saul for the work whereunto
I have called them."-Acts. 13:2.
Here in the church at Antioch,

there were certain preachers and
teachers, and among that group
was a man by the name of Saul,
and another by the name of Bar-
nabas. One day as they were min-
istering, the Lord said, "Separate
me Barnabas and Saul for the
work whereunto I have called
them." The Holy Spirit was speak-
ing to the church, and He said,
"Set apart, send out, send forth
these two men, Saul and Barna-
bas, for the work whereunto I
have called them." Notice that
the Holy Spirit spoke to the
church, and told the church to
do this.
Every once in a while I find

somebody who will say, "I am
going out in my own strength."
Beloved, God doesn't work that
way. God works through His
church.
There was a man sometime ago

who thought he was going to the
mission field. When he was re-
jected so far as a local Baptist
Church was concerned to send
him out, he said that he was go-
ing anyway, even if no church
did send him out. Beloved, I am
of the opinion that if he did, he
would accomplish absolutely
nothing by his going, for I be-
lieve that if God calls a man to
do a task, God is going to call
His church to separate him unto
that task; and if God doesn't call
a church to separate a man unto
that task, I would say very defi-
nitely that I doubt if God had
called that man unto the task.

Notice this, it was the Holy
Spirit that separated Paul and
Barnabas for the work to which
they had been called.

The Apostle Paul would indi-
cate that all the rest of his minis-
try was because he had been sep-
arated unto the Lord. Listen:

"Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ,
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called to be an apostle, SEPA-
RATED unto the gospel of God."

-Rom. 1:1.

"Paul, an apostle, (not of men,
neither by man, but by Jesus
Christ, and God the Father, who
raised him from the dead)." -
Gal. 1:1.

You will notice that in every
instance Paul says that he is an
apostle not because of man, but
because he had been separated
unto the work by the Lord.

I remember a young fellow
who was a very high type lad -
a boy of unusual mentality, and
when he became grown, he en-
tered the Methodist ministry. One
day he was talking to his aunt
and she said to him, "Have you
been called of the Lord?" He said,
"Now, Aunt, I wouldn't say that
I have been called to be a preach-
er, but I would say that I have
been schooled to be a preacher."
What he meant was that his
mother had sent him to school.
In fact, she had sent him to sev-
eral schools here in Kentucky,
and had sent him abroad to a
school in Europe. He was well
schooled, and he told the truth
when he said, "I couldn't say that
I have been called of the Lord,
but I have been schooled to be a
minister."

Beloved, that wasn't the Apos-
tle Paul, for Paul was a separated
vessel. He had been separated un-
(Continued on page 5, column 2'
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election, please comment on Genesis 6:5 and 6."
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The Bible teaches us that God
Is unchangeable. "God is not a
man, that He should lie; neither
the son of man, that He should
repent: hath He said, and shall
He not do it? Or hath He spoken,
and shall He not make it good?"
(Num. 23:19). "And also the
Strength of Israel will not lie nor
repent: for He is not a man, that
He should repent." (I Sam. 15:
29). "The counsel of the Lord
standeth forever, the thoughts of
His heart to all generations." (Ps.
33:11).

These are just a few of the
many passages that teach the
fact that God does not nor can-
not change. What, then, is the
meaning of Genesis 6:5 and 6?
Let me remind you that many
times God speaks in what is call-
ed anthropomorphism. In other
words, He gives Himself human
attributes or speaks as a human
would.

Verse 5 is not intended to make
Us think that God did not know
that man would sin until He
looked down and actually saw
him sin. This would belie what
Jesus said when He said we were
to receive the inheritance pre-
pared from the foundation of the
world. (Matt. 25:34). This would
deny the inspiration of the Bible
relative to Eph. 1:4. "According
as He hath chosen us in Him be-
bore the foundation of the world."
This would deny that Christ was
foreordained before the founda-
tion of the world to be our re-
deemer, yet I Peter 1:20 says He
was. Revelation 13:8 tells us He
was slain from the foundation of
the world. This would not have
been true if God had to wait to
see man sinning.
No, my friend, God did not just

suddenly see that man was sin-
ning. He knew man would sin,
when, and how. My God is sov-
ereign. He knows all things. He
controls all things.

This was written in our lang-
uage, to give us a time in rela-
tion to what God already knew
to be. It is the same with salva-
tion. God chose me in Christ long
before there was an earth or life
on earth. Yet I did not know of
this until He revealed it to me
through the preaching of the gos-
pel and the work of the Holy
Spirit. For this reason Jesus is
said to have come "to seek and
to save the lost." (Luke 19:10).
He knows where we are - yet

He seeks us. From our viewpoint
He finds us. From God's eternal
purpose, He knows where we are
constantly before and after sal-
vation.

When the Bible speaks of God
repenting, it is merely using a
figure of speech intended to let
us know without a doubt of His
anger and dissatisfaction of us
and our sin.
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In order to understand these
two verses, it will be necessary
to carefully consider the context
that we might know what this
wickedness was that God saw. In
verse 1 and 2 we read where the
sons of God (truth) married the
daughters of men (error). There
is nothing wrong with marriage
for it was instituted by God, but
as we look at these marriages,
there is something very definite-
ly wrong with them; it was these
marriages that constituted the
wickedness that God was dis-
pleased with. The sin in this
chapter was God's people com-
promising the truth, in order to
have fellowship with error.

God has always frowned upon
his children co-habiting with
those who hold to doctrine con-
trary to His word. He has always
demanded that His people (sons
of God) be a separated people.
In this chapter His people lost
their separated position, and as a
result of their union with daugh-
ters of men (false doctrine), God
set 120 years until He took ven-
geance upon the inhabitants of
the earth. This wickedness will
be the same sin that will cause
God to rise up in all of His fury
in the Tribulation Period. Read
Rev. 9:20.

It was a false system of salva-
tion in Gen. 6 that God was dis-
pleased with, which caused Him
to rise up in judgment of them,
and God will once more destroy
the earth because men will not
repent of their sins. Neither can
they repent because their minds
are continually evil. As their
minds are continually evil, then
regardless of how alluring you
may make the good news (gospel)
from Heaven, he could not
receive it. Read Cor. 2:14.

Therefore if any are saved God
must take the initiative which is
evident in the saving of Noah
and his family. Thus the sovere-
ignty of God is manifest in saving
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some, lest all perish. It is God's
prerogative to save from among
those with evil imagination
whomsoever He will. Man, whose
mind is so vile before God,
cannot be depended upon to
make choice; if he did, his choice
would be evil, because his mind
is continually evil.
God's Sovereignty is also man-

ifested in the destruction of all of
those whom He did not elect to
save (physically) in the flood.
Thus His sovereignty and His
elective choice is made prominent
in this chapter rather than their
defeat.
When the Spirit says that God

saw the wickedness of man was
great, He was speaking as a man
would speak; this He does on
numerous occasions in the Bible.
I think we are all aware that
God knows all things; if He
knows all things, then He does
not have to look in order to know.
When it says that God saw the
wickedness of man, it does not
mean that He did not know until
He looked, for He knew this
from before the foundation of the
world; thus He was speaking as
a man and looking at this situa-
tion as a man would look at it.
With man it would seem that
there was an emergency with
God and that surely God was
alarmed at what was taking
place, yet with a Sovereign God
we know that there is no emer-
gency - neither is He alarmed.
The Spirit speaking once more

in human language tells us that
it repented the Lord that he had
made man on the earth, and it
grieved Him at His heart. The
reason I know that He was speak-
ing only as a man would speak
is that He told us that God never
repents.

"And also the Strength of Is-
rael will not lie nor repent: for
He is not a man, that He should
repent." I Sam. 15:29.
God knew from before the

foundation of the world that
these events would transpire, and
when He repented, as man would
put it, it was simply God walking
in a different direction than He
had walked before, but it was in
the way which He had ordained
that He was to walk after the
sons of God had corrupted His
way upon the earth. Read Gen.
6:12.
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There are those who think that
they can understand the two
seemingly divergent teachings
that relate in the Scriptures to
God's election and human respon-
sibility, but I frankly admit that
I cannot. Much less can I explain
how these two teachings can be
reconciled. I believe that both
are true. I believe that God has
elected, predetermined and fore-
ordained all things, yet I believe
that human beings are fully re-
sponsible for their conduct. What
I cannot fully understand, I ac-
cept on faith, willing to await
God's explanation which will be
forthcoming one day.
Here in the Scripture referred

to by the querist we have the
problem just referred to. Did God
know what man would do before
his creatioon? Surely He did, yet
here we have the statement that
God saw man's wickedness and
that •he "repented that he had
made man."

We must take into considera-
tion that language is here used
such as is adapted to man's na-
ture and understanding. God is
often spoken of as having feelings
and emotions such as we have.
This can get us into trouble if
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we rigidly confine God in our
thinking to the capacities of hu-
man beings. By doing this, we
can think of God as a changeable
Being. Does God change? James
(1:17) says not. Malachi (3:6) says
not. "I am Jehovah, I change not."
This being true, we must under-
stand Gen. 6:5-6 in the light of
this truth. We cannot in the light
of God's foreknowledge and un-
changeableness believe that God
was amazed when man became
unspeakably wicked. Please ex-
plain then, says someone, how
and why such language is used.
I cannot. I must await that future
time when all things shall be
made plain.

E. G.
COOK
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Birmingham, Ala.
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When we come to questions
like this one we could wish that
we could do like some of the
great Bible scholars of the past
have done - just skip it. A. W.
Pink in his "Gleanings in Gene-
sis" (a book every Bible lover
should have) reminds one of the
honey bee as it goes from one
flower to another in search of
nectar. If that bee chooses to skip
over a certain flower, we just
have to be thankful it did not

skip over all of them when We
get hungry for honey. So it is
with Brother Pink on Genesis. U
he chose to skip over Gen. 6:54
let us be thankful for the nen
nectar he gets from other verses
for us. B. H. Carroll in his "Stud-
ies in Genesis" skips the entire
sixth chapter, but still that 05
their prerogative.
But my fellowlaborers and I

have not been given that preroga'
tive. Someone has put his, or her

finger on these particular verses,
and has said, What about these

verses. So I trust that whoever
it is will be much in prayer for ;;,s
as we try to shed a little 110'
upon these much misunderstood

verses.
It is not so hard to understand

what we see in verse 5. Just take
all restraint from totally dePrav-
ed man, and what we see here
comes naturally. It is the natural
thing to expect. There is nothing
supernatural about this. It is Ps,:
depraved nature doing that whirl
comes natural. But it is when we
come to verse 6 that we find that
which is not so easily under
stood. This is a verse that Pr°
yokes one to much thought. Attu
not only does it provoke think'
ing, it provokes prayerful think"
ing. And this prayerful thinking
automatically casts one at the
feet of the master begging Or
help.
There are many things that

we can know without a shadca
of a doubt. And one of those
things is that God never repent'
in the sense that you and I 1:10'
Repentance in the New Testa'
(Continued on page 5, column 11
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tient is from METANOIA which
simply means to change one's
rnind. Naturally we must come
'to see that what we have been
thinking is wrong before we are
Willing to change our mind. God
has never found that which He
'Was thinking was wrong about
anything. Therefore, He has nev-
er found it necessary to change
Sis mind about anything.
In Num. 23:19 we are told that

'God is not a man, that He should
:lie; neither the son of man, that

e should repent." In I Sam. 15:
29 we read, "And also the
Strength of Israel will not lie nor
repent: for He is not a man that
Ile should repent." In Mal. 3:6
lie says, "I am the Lord, I change
t ot." And in Jas. 1:17, "Every
good gift and every perfect gift
is from above, and corneth down
from the Father of lights with
Whom is no variableness (varia-
tion), neither shadow of turning."
So, with our Great Sovereign God
there can be no such thing as a
Shadow of repenting in the sense
that He changes His mind.
What then is the meaning of

tis repenting here in Gen. 6:6 as
Well as in I Sam. 15:35? There
lire sc many words that have dif-
ferent shades of meaning. If
lorneone says, John caught a fly,
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you do not know whether he
caught a ball that had been
knocked in his direction or
whether he had caught one of
these pesky creatures that tor-
ment us so when we try to eat
outside. But I aassure you there
is a world of difference between
those flies.
in the Old Testament the word

"repent" comes from the Hebreffl
word NACHAM which sometimes
has the meaning of a changed
mind, but the literal meaning of
the word is to be eased or com-
forted. So our Sovereign God was
simply saying that He was going
to be comforted by the destruc-
tion of all this wickedness by His
bringing the Flood upon these
wicked people. The Flood was
planned in the eternity of the
past for that specific purpose just
as hell was predestinated in the
eternity of the past that God
might be comforted from the
wickedness of all the ages.
We learn from experience and

change our minds as a result of
that learning. But God has never
learned anything from expe-
rience. If He did that would prove
Him to be human and not God.

Tvtr

"God's Vessel"
(Continued from page 3)

to the work of the Lord.
I wonder this morning if God

may be speaking to someone here
that you might be separated unto
Him. Paul himself, writing to the
church at Rome, said:
"I beseech you therefore, breth-

ren by the mercies of God, that
ye PRESENT your bodies a liv-
ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable un-
to God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to
this world: but be ye transformed
by the renewing of your mind,
that ye may prove what is that
good, and acceptable, and perfect,
will of God."-Rom. 12:1, 2.
Paul, the unclean vessel, and a

chosen vessel, became an empty
vessel on the roadway to Damas-
cus, and he became a filled ves-
sel when God filled him, and he
was a separated vessel - separa-
ted unto the service of the Lord.

VI
PAUL W A S AN HONORED

VESSEL.
The Apostle Paul became an

honored vessel. Paul who was
emptied of himself and filled of
the Lord, was honored of God as
a preacher. What I mean by that
is simply this - God blessed his
ministry.
When the Apostle Paul stood

in the presence of Agrippa to
make his defense, he told how
God had saved him - how God
had sent him unto the Gentiles,
and as Paul said:
"To open their eyes, and turn

them from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan unto
God, that they may receive for-
giveness of sins, and inheritance
among them which are sanctified
by faith that is in me."-Acts 26:
18.
This would indicate to us that

Paul was an honored vessel -
that God honored him to the ex-
tent that He used Paul to turn
people from darkness to light,
from the power of Satan unto
God, to give to them forgiveness
of sin, and that they might re-
ceive spiritual light.
I wonder if you can point to

one individual and say, "God has
enabled me to lead this one to
Jesus." I wonder if you can look
back across your life and say,
"Here is one soul that I have
led to Jesus." If you can, God has
honored you. You are an honored
vessel if God has enabled you to
lead even one soul from darkness
unto light.
The Apostle Paul wrote later

about being an honored vessel
when he wrote to Timothy. List-
en:
"But in a great house there are

not only vessels of gold and of
silver, but also of wood and of
earth; and some to honour, and
some to dishonour. If a man there-
fore purge himself from these, he
shall be a VESSEL UNTO HON-
OUR, sanctified, and meet for the
master's use, and prepared unto

every good work."-II Tim. 2:20,
21.

Beloved, would you like to be
an honored vessel, a vessel that is
meet for the Master's use? He
calls upon you to purge yourself
from the things of this world, that
you might be an honored vessel,
worthy for the Master's use.

VII
PAUL WAS A SUFFERING

VESSEL.

When God spoke to Ananias,
he said:
"Go thy way: for he is a chosen

vessel unto me, to bear my name
before the Gentiles, and kings,
and the children of Israel: For I
will chew him how great things
HE MUST SUFFER for my
name's sake."-Acts 9:15,16.
You know. beloved, God start-

ed showing Paul that right away,
for the Word of God tells us that
as he preached there in Damascus
after the scales fell from his eyes,
that he suffered. Listen:
"But their laying await was

known of Saul. And they watched
the gates day and night TO KILL
HIM. Then the disciples took him
by night, and let him down by
the wall in a basket."-Acts 9:24,
25.
You will notice, beloved, that

his suffering began immediately
when his service began.
I don't tell people to enter the

ministry or to turn to the Lord
and expect to have an easy time.
I have told people all my life that
if they got into the ministry of the
Lord Jesus Christ or if they try
to serve the Lord Jesus Christ in
any wise at all, they needn't ex-
pect an easy time, but rather to
expect difficulties. Any man who
is called of God can expect his
life to be a suffering ministry.

I think of these individuals
who have never had any suffer-
ing, and I can name lots of
preachers of that type. I think,
beloved, they would do just as
well as blacksmiths, or if they
were coal diggers. I think they
would be just as well satisfied do-
ing something else. I have a feel-
ing that the man who is called of
God is going to be like Paul -
he is going to be a suffering ves-
sel.

Paul tells us that all of his life
there had to be some suffering so
far as he was concerned. Listen:
"We are troubled on every side,

yet not distressed; we are per-
plexed, but not in despair; perse-
cuted, but not forsaken; cast
down, but not destroyed; always
bearing about in the body the dy-
ing of the Lord Jesus, that the
life also of Jesus might be made
manifest in our body."-II Cor. 4:
8-10.

Notice again:
"Are they ministers of Christ?

(I speak as a fool) I am more; in
labours more abundant, in stripes
above measure, in prisons more
frequent, in deaths oft. Of the
Jews five times received I forty
stripes save one. Thrice was I
beaten with rods, once was I ston-
ed, thrice I suffered shipwreck,
a night and a day I have been in
the deep; In journeyings often, in
perils in the city, in perils in the
wilderness, in perils in the sea;
in perils among false brethren; In
weariness and painfulness, in
watchings often, in hunger and
thirst, in fastings often, in cold
and nakedness."-II Cor. 11:23-27.
Read it, beloved, and you will

find that the Apostle Paul didn't
have an easy life. As the song
says:

"Must I be carried to the skies
On flowery beds of ease,
While others fought to win the

prize,
And sailed thro' bloody seas?"

I say, beloved, God calls upon
you to be a suffering vessel for
Him.

Later on, as Paul neared the
end of his way, he wrote to Tim-
othy, saying:
"If we suffer, we shall also

reign with him: if we deny him,

Jam/
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he also will deny us."-II Tim. 2:
12.
Paul became a suffering vessel,

and he said, "Someday I and the
balance that have suffered for
Christ's sake are going to reign
with Him."
Paul who was an unclean ves-

sel became an empty vessel, and
a chosen vessel, and because of
that he became a filled vessel,
and a separated vessel, and an
honored vessel, and as a result
he became a suffering vessel.
I ask you, what kind of a ves-

sel are you? Would you rather
be a vessel of wrath and destruc-
tion and go on and live your life
and make your plans, or would

you rather be the kind of a vessel
that Paul was?
When Paul wrote to the church

at Rome, he said:
"Hath not the potter power

over the clay, of the same lump
to make one vessel unto honour,
and another unto dishonour?
What if God, willing to shew is
wrath, and to make his power
known, endured with much long-
suffering the vessels of wrath
fitted to destruction. And that he
might make known the riches of
his glory on the vessels of mercy-
which he had afore prepared un-
to glcry."-Rom. 9:21-23.
There are two kinds of vessels.

(Continued on page 8, column 5)
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"The Cross"

(Continued from page two)

you are nothing before He brings

you back up. Sometimes God :al-

lows you to get down there to

take away your own self-right-

eousness and your confidence in

the flesh, because sometimes volt

may start thinking of yourself as

being somebody, or something,

and God does that to show us

that we are not. If you have nevcr

been there, I say that you have

not experienced the depth of your
total depravity.

God's Word tells us that Cain
having killed Abel, was punished

of God, and that Cain's punish-

ment was greater than he could
bear. I say to you, God punishes
all evil doers. God said:

"And I will punish the world

for their evil, and the wicked
for their iniquity."-Isa. 13:11.

Not only this, but He punishes
sinners with everlasting destruc-
tion.

"Who shall be punished with

everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power."-II Thess.
1:9.

"Depart from me, ye cursed

into everlasting fire."-Mt. 25:41.

We find that God indeed does

punish, and that He instituted
capital punishment. If the Lord
Jesus Christ had lived His earth-
ly ministry in our time, He prob-
ably would have been sent to
the electric chair in order to get
rid of Him. I say to you, God
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planned in eternity past that at

the time the Lord Jesus Christ

Would come, the Roman govern-

ment would be in power, and that

the means of execution of crimi-

nals would be the cross. His

Word shows us that Jesus Christ

was numbered among the trans-

gressors, and that on either side

of Him died the thieves that

were nailed to the cross. God's

Word tells us that Jesus Christ

took the place of one who was
in prison for murder and insur-

rection, and that Jesus was nail-

ed there upon his cross. This was

capital punishment. This was ac-
cording to God's plan.

There are many ways of death

mentioned in God's Word:

"Women received their dead

raised to life again: and others

were tortured, not accepting de-

liverance: that they might obtain

a better resurrection: And others

had trial of cruel mot:kings an.i

scourgings, yea, moreover of

bonds and imprisonment: They

were stoned, they were sawn

asunder, were tempted, were slain

with the sword: they wandered
about in sheepskins and goat-

skins: being destitute, afflicted.

tormented."--Heb. 11:35-37.

Back during the Dark Ages, the
church at Rome persecuted the

Christians who stood up for the

Baptist faith - the local church,

Baptist baptism, and the doctrire

of salvation by grace through

faith. I believe they preached

the same messages you ha,,e

heard preached from this pulpit

during this conference - the mes-

sages of sovereign grace. I don't

believe that they were persecut-

ed for the mixture that we have

today of works and grace, but

I believe that those who stood

for principles - especially the
Anabaptists and those back

through the Dark Ages - that

the church at Rome and some of

the hierarchy of those different
countries, put them to the stake

and burned them. This was their

means of destroying them.

We in America don't appreciate

what God has given us. We don't

appreciate the freedom that we

have. We don't appreciate the

fact that we can assemble our-

selves here tonight without fac-

ing torture.

I read a book recently of the

underground Baptist Church in

Russia, and the persecution that
they are going through, even to-

day, suffering for the Lord Jesus

Christ. It is very little heard of

today because the National Coun-

cil of Churches has accepted the

hierarchy of the Russian Church.

The Communists that they have
put in as the head of this church

have come to be a part of this

world Council of Churches, and

bow down at the feet of Rome.
They are nothing but Communist

enemies which are representing
the church over there, and they

say everything is fine, the church

doors are open, and people can

come to worship if they want.

They set up pastors in these

churches, which are undercover

men for the Communist govern-

ment. Even underlying all this,

meeting in the dark, meeting in
attics, in basements, and in vari-
ous places, and even holding bap-
tismal services out in the dark
in the river, there is the church

of the Lord Jesus Christ, the
local church, and those people are
being persecuted and tortured.

Brother, when we talk about

bearing a cross here in the United

States, we don't know what we

are talking about. We think it is

a cross to get ready for church

on a rainy Sunday morning. We
get in a nice car and drive to
church, we say, "Oh, what a ter-

rible cross I have!" Or perhaps

we work on some job where all
around us are men who take the

Lord's name in vain and we say,
"Oh, what a terrible cross!" Cr

we hear somebody with some

kind of sickness say, "Oh, what a
terrible cross I have!" Not one
of us is persecuted for preaching
the Lord Jesus, or for witnessihg
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for the Lord Jesus Christ. There

is not a one of us that has been

scourged, or beaten, or burned, or

tied to a stake, or denied any of

his rights for preaching the Lord

Jesus Christ.
1 hear Baptists today call them-

selves Missionary Baptists, but

when you folk talk to them about

sending out missionaries, they

say, "We have all we can handle

now. We just can't handle any

more."

Brother, sister, I say to you

preaching the cross is our respon-

sibility. We say we are the church

of the Lord Jesus Christ that •has

the commission and nobody else

has the right to it, but what are

we doing with it? We are falling

mighty short, and I think we can

do a whole lot better.

The cross that our precious
Lord Jesus Christ died upon was

a place of scorn and ridicule. I

want you to picture in your mind

the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ
as He is nailed there in His
agony, dying for you, dying for
me, and dying for everyone of

God's elect. I want you to picture
in your mind as the priest, the
scribes, and the Pharisees go by
and wag their heads at Him, and
mock Him, and say, "Come down

from the cross, and we'll believe
you." The cross was a place
where the world poured out their

contempt upon our beloved Sav-
iour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Although Pilate said, "I find no
fault in this man," they cried out,
"Crucify Him; away with Him
out of our sight." The world does
the same today. If Jesus were to
step upon the scene as He did
upon His first coming, born of a
virgin, and walk upon the earth
today, the religious world would
cry out the same, "Crucify Him;
do away with Him. We'll not
have Him."

Jesus said that the world hated
Him, and that the world would
hate us. I tell you, when you start
preaching the doctrines of grace
and the doctrines of the church,
you'll face persecution, and you'll
be ridiculed, and you'll be hated,
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even as the Lord Jesus Christ
was.

Let's notice a victim of this
type of death -- a person who

would be nailed by his hands and
feet to a cross of wood to suffer
and die. The Communists in
North Korea went into a village
and killed many of the people.

They took their mayor and

brought him out to the center of

the village. They placed him up-
on a sharpened stake that was
driven into the ground. Then
they brought his wife out and
some 27 Communists mutilated

her in front of her husband who

was on this stake in front of the
village people. They allowed

enough people to escape to start

spreading the word so as to in-

still this in the minds of the peo-

ple. A picture of this man on the

stake with the bodies lying about

was published in a Communist
newspaper in China, and they

said, "this is what the American

soldiers did."

I tell you, we are facing an
enemy that we don't know. Just

recently a person said, "There's

a lot of good in Communism."
Another person said, "My son

said that if the Communists take

over America, he would make
them a good Commie." That is a
sad state of events. If those Com-
munists ever gained control of

this country, they would stamp

us out like a bunch of rats. They

hate the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ worse than anything, and

they hate God's Word, the Bible.

They high-pressured our govern-

ment to quit sending Bibles and

New Testaments over in balloons.
Why? Because the Word of God

is having such an effect on those

who were reached by these Bi-
bles.

I tell you, it stirs me up when

I think about the cross, and how

the Lord Jesus Christ suffered,

and died, and how He said unto

us to go into all the world and

preach the gospel.

The Cross as a Symbol
of Redemption

We find in Revelation 5:9:

"And they sung a new song,

saying, Thou are worthy to take

the book, and to open the seals

thereof: for thou wast slain, and

hast redeemed us to God by thy

blood out of every kindred, and

tongue, and people, and nation."

As a symbol of redemption, I

want to point out a cross of eter-

nal foreknowledge and purpose:
"Him, being delivered by the

DETERMINATE COUNSEL and

foreknowledge of God, ye have

taken, and by wicked hands have

crucified and slain."-Acts 2:23.

"The kings of the earth stood

up, and the rulers were gathered

together against the Lord, and

against his Christ. For of a truth

against thy holy child Jesus,

whom thou hest anointed, both

Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with

the Gentiles, and the people of

Israel, were gathered together.

For to do whatsoever thy hand

and THY COUNSEL DETER-

MINED before to be done." -

Acts 4:26-28.

I say to you, the cross as a

symbol of redemption, was a

cross of eternal foreknowledge,

in that God foreknew and pur-

posed that these people should

crucify the Lord Jesus Christ

from before the foundation of the

world. This cross was a cross of

eternal purpose, in that God pur-

posed to send His Son to die on
the cross, that He might redeem
you and me from our iniquities.
He came to save His people from
their sins.

Outside of the name of the
Lord Jesus Christ there as no
other name whereby that man

can be saved. I don't care wheth-

er it is a heathen in darkest Af-

rica, or whether it is a heathen
here in America. That heathen,

wherever he is, is going to have
to be saved through the name of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and
through the preaching of the gos-

pel of the Lord Jesus Christ or
else he is not going to be saved.

Some say that a man doesn't

have to hear the gospel to ,be

saved. That is Hardshellism ;to

say that the Spirit Moves outside
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the Word. I say to you, the Spirit

doesn't move outside the Word.

In order for a person to be sav-

ed, he has to hear the name of

the Lord Jesus Christ, and ho*

is he going to hear without a

preacher?

As a symbol of redemption, we

see that God purposed it.

"For God so loved the world,

that he gave his only begotten

Son, that whosoever believeth in

him should not perish, but have

everlasting life."-John 3:16.

When I say that God gave His

Son, I say that He gave Him to

die a cruel death upon a cross. I

say that He gave Him to die in

my stead. I believe in substitu-

tionary atonement. I believe that

the Lord Jesus Christ went to the

cross in my place. When I realize

the sins that I sin every day,

when I realize the violence in mY

body and mind, and the bondage

I am in to this old flesh, I say

that all this points to the fact

that Jesus Christ stood in mY

place and died to redeem me, and
that my sins - the sins that I

sin every day - nailed Him to

that cross.

What does the cross mean to

me?

"For in Christ Jesus neither.

circumcision availeth any thing,

nor uncircumcision, but a new
creature."-Gal. 6:15.

What the cross means to me is

like the story in Pilgrim's prog-

ress. You read how Christian

finds the cross, and his burdens

rolled away. One day I was in

the depths of sin. I was down in

the bottom of the barrel. I was

in the saddest condition that

mankind can be in, even to the,
point where I said I had wastea

(Continued on page 7, column 3)

BUILD A
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RICES
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Gleanings In Genesis  $4 95

Gleanings In Exodus  

Gleanings In Joshua 

Gleanings from Paul  

Seven Sayings of the Sa-
viour On The Cross $2.95

Life Of Elijah  $4•95

Life of Elijah (Paper)  $125

Satisfaction Of Christ  

Sovereignty of God
(Paper)  
(Cloth)  

Life of David (2 vols.)

Doctrine of Sanctification
(Paper)  

Divine inspiration of the
Bible (paper)  

Comfort For Christians
(Paper)  
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Gospel of John Now printed „A

one volume  

Prophetic Parables of
Matthew 13  

An Exposition of Hebrews

Divine Healing  

The Attributes of God
paper) ........... .......

Satan and His Gospel
(paper) .......................

The Law and The Saint
(paper)  

Sins of the Saints (paper).- S.

The Godhood of God
(paper)  

$4.95

$4.95

$4.95
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$

The Atonement (paper) ....... 
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Peopie are great manufaclurers. Some make good, others make irc3able, and .some jusi make excuaes.

Maryland Pastor
Encourages Us
With This Leifer

Eider John R. Gilpin, Editor

Greetings in the name of Christ

Jesus.

Perhaps you have thought we
have forgotten you, but we have
not, we have been pressed for
Money ourselves, as we have to
pay rent on our building, and
the general expenses of the
church, but as the Lord permits
We will help on the expense of
printing the paper, or use what
We send as you see fit. We know

ELD. J. D. W1SHON

).1 will be used for the Lord's
Work: we know that the expense
Was great to have the Bible con-
ference, this little offering might
help defray the expenses on that.

.1 want you to know, Bro. Gil-
tin, you have been my right hand
Ylese many years. I thank our
peat God, for arranging so I
Could get acquainted with the
PaPtist Examiner. I still say it
Ss: the only sound Baptist paper
lknow of. I search and research

'hem 
Scriptures, and compare
with what you, and dif-

ferent writers put in this paper,
Sad I find them to be the plain
,hible truth. The greatest reason
I am so greatful to The Baptist

0

oO

0

0

36
.06

.19
P.95;

$15;

LEARN ALL ABOUT
THE CULTS THAT
CONFRONT US

()moo,. /Do; F^DM THrSE PRICES
THROUGH DEC. 31, 1968

.rets of Romanism-
Zacchello  $3.00

i'iristian Science Myth-
Martin and Klann  $2.95

/1.hat the Cults Believe-
Robertson  $2.95

kingdom of the Cults-
Martin  $5.95

The Two Babylons-Hyslop $3.50

Was a Mormon-Anderson $2.95

termons on Catholicism-
Gilpin  $2.00

The Priest, the Woman, and
The Confessional-
Chiniquy  $1.50

!loliness-Ironside $2.25

ifty Years in the Church
of Rome-Chiniquy  $3.95

N Chaos of 'Cults-
an Baalen  $3.95

;•iirty Years a Watchtower
k.S1 a v e--S chnell   $2.95
4lican Imperialism-
kanhattan  $5.95

lho Christian and The
Cults (paper)  $1.50

It'arnan Catholicism-
Roettner  

1th Day Adventism Re-
$ riounced-Canright  $3.50

4rripbellism  $2.00

nfronting the Cults
• Ce- Lewis   $2.95,

'Iodern Tongues Movement
Gromacki   $4.50

Raptism Essential to
Ralvation? - Crouch ........$1.50

Order From

Soptist Church Book Store

$

Examiner is this: I did not get
to go to a Bible College, or
Seminary, but I feel I have been
getting instructions in Bible doc-
trine, under the greatest Baptist
preachers, and teachers of all
time.

If there are others that have
been called into the ministry,

and are not blessed with getting
any formal training, we heartily
introduce them to subscribe for
and follow the great teachings of
the ministers that write gospel
messages from time to time in
this great paper, especially the
message by the editor, pastor of
Calvary Baptist Church of Ash-
land, Kentucky. We hope other
churches will help get this great
paper out to the public. This is
the greatest home mission work
I know of. It keeps us informed
of what our missionary people
are doing in New Guinea and
other places where sound Bap-
tist preaching is done.

J. D. Wishon, Pastor
New Testament Mission-
ary Baptist Church
Baltimore, Md.

Vilv\% 

Church Authority

(Continued from page one)

which temple ye are.' I Cor. 3:

17.
The words "defile" and "de-

stroy" are the same in the Greek.

Vine says: "It is used of marring

a local church by leading it away
from that condition of holiness of

life, and purity of doctrine, in

which it should abide, and of

God's retributive destruction of

the offender who is guilty of this
sin." (Order Vine's Expository
Dictionary of New Testament

Words from TBE. It is one of the
very best study helps available).
God says in this verse that the
church is so precious in His sight,

and that the authority of the
church is so great, that He will
treat men in judgment as they

- treat His church. Oh! what a day
when men who despise the Lord'.1
church, meet the Lord, who loved
that church above all else!
"Or despise ye the church of

God?" I Cor. 11:22. Here we see
that men miss out on the praise
of God, and reap the judgment
of God because of how they treat
His church. The word "despise"
means to think down upon. God
thinks highly of His church. Man
had better think highly of it too,
or else he will answer to God.

If we will, notice the believer,
the work of the Lord, and the
church in the book of Acts, and
note the relationship between the
three, then, we will believe in,
and practice church authority.
When folk were saved in Bible
days, the next thing was baptism
and church membership. There
are no examples of unchurched
believers in the book of Acts. Al-
ways, and very shortly, upon be-
ing saved, the believer became a
member of the Lord's church
through Scriptural baptism. Read
Acts 2:41.47; 18:8. The Lord's
work, outlined in the great com-
mission, was carried out by mem-
bers of the churches, under the
authority of the church of which
they were members. Missionaries
went out under the authority of
a church; they reported their
work to the church that sent them
out and authorized the woik.
"And when Saul was come to

Jerusalem, he assayed to join
himself to the disciples:" Acts 9:
26.
What an example is this of man

willingly bowing to God-given
church authority. W hen Paul
came to Jerusalem, he did not
get a radio program on .his own;
he did not start the "Pauline
Evangelistic and Missionary As-
sociation" and beg for support; he
did not get a tent or a building
on his own. Paul wanted no part
of free-lancism. He wanted to
serve God as a member of, and
under the authority of, a New
Testament church.

ALL WORK TO BE DONE
UNDER CHURCH AUTHORITY

There are those who soy that
there are examples of work in

the book of Acts not under
thurch authority. The burden of
proof is upon them. There are
cases where church authority is
not specifically stated. Now in
these cases it must be assumed
that they were, or were not, un-
der church authority. The state-
ment that they acted without
church auhority is assumption
pure and simple, and is a bold
denial of all that the Bible teach-
es on church authority. The state-
ment that they were acting under
church authority is based on the
clear teaching that the commis-
sion is given to the church and
is to be carried out, under the
authority of the church. There is
no case in the book of Acts where
the Lord's work is carried out
(Continued on page 8, column 1)

"T he Cross"
(Continued from page 6)

twenty-five years of my life, that
I m'ight as well just do away
with myself, that I wasn't worth
anything to my family or my
friends. But God spoke to my
heart, and I well remember the
night when I got on my knees
there beside my bed, and I said
to God, "Lord, I have ruined 25
years of my life; now I give it
to you. You may have the rest
of my life, be it twenty-five years,
or whatever it be." I gave my.
life into the hands of a loving
Saviour who treated me like the
prodigal son coming home. He
put a ring upon my finger, and
a robe around me, and I knew
the joy that comes from receiving
the Lord Jesus Christ as my Sa-
viour.
When I view the cross - when

I think about that time when I
saw the cross, and the burden of
my sins rolled away, then I love
that cross - I cherish that cross.
When we sing songs like "The
Old Rugged Cross" and "Must
Jesus Bear The Cross Alone?" I
look to that time when God took
away the burden of my sins, at
the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ.
So as I look at the cross of

Jesus, I say:
"But God forbid that I should

glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the
world is crucified unto me, and
I unto the world."-Gal. 6:14.
By that I mean, before I met

the Lord of the cross, I had no
desire in my heart for the Bible,
nor for the church, nor for Chris-
tian fellowship, but whenever

••••••111.W.- .11,..•••••••-•••••••••

AN ANSWER
TO EVOLUTION

DEDUCT /On; FPOM THESr PRICES
THROUGH DEC. 31, 1968

Problems of Origin
by Hughes  $ 75

Christian Views on Modern
Science by Whitcomb  $ .50

Origin of the Solar System
by Whitcomb  $ .50

Studies in Genesis 1
by Young  $1.50

Philosophy of Science and
Belief in God by Clark  $1.50

Why Scientists Accept
Evolution by Clark-Bals _ $1.50

Flaws in Evolution by Shute $3.50

Studies in the Bible and
Science by Morris  53.50

Genesis Flood by Whitcomb-
Morris  $6.95

Biblical Flood and the Ice
Epoch by Patten  $7.50

The Flood-Rehwinkel
(Paper)  $ 2.25

Why We Believe in Crea-
tion - Not in Evolution
-Meldau (Cloth)  $3.95

(Paper)  $2.75

Did Man Just Happen?
Criswell (Cloth)   $ 2.95
(Paper)    $ 1.00

Twilight of Evolution
- Morris  $1.50

Order From

Colvcu Baptist Church- Book Store

SOME FALSE NOTIONS
CONCERNING PRAYER
By ROY MASON
Aripeka, Florida

It is Satan's business to pervert
the truth about everything. Since
prayer is one of the most import-
ant things in the life of a Chris-
tian, it is natural to suppose that
Satan would pervert the truth
Concerning prayer. The truth is,
he has many perversions concern.
ing prayer. Let us note some of
the false notions that he has
spread concerning prayer.

1. There is the false notion
THAT SINNERS HAVE ACCESS
TO GOD IN PRAYER. We have
heard unsaved persons say, "I
know it does good to pray, for 1
have had lots of prayers answer-
ed. The truth is they haven't had
anything of the kind. Why? Be-
cause such persons have no ac-
cess to God in prayer. None of
us have any merit with God.
Even the Christians must come
to God in the name and merit
of Jesus. How can a sinner come
to God in the name of one whom
he rejects. Jesus sad plainly,
-NO man cometh unto the lath-
er, but by me." Is that true? How
then can people come to God
through one whom they haven't
received?

Prayer is the privilege of the
Christian. It is a privilege that
an unsaved person does not have.
John 9:31 says, "Now we know
that God heareth not sinners."
This was said by the enemies of
Jesus, but Jesus didn't deny the
truth of what was said. Isaiah
said, "Your sins . . . have caused
him to hide his face that he will
not hear." The psalmist said, "If
I regard iniquity in my heart, the
Lord will not hear my prayer."
Is rejection of Christ iniquity?
If it isn't, then there isn't any
iniquity.

2. THERE IS THE FALSE NO-
TION T HAT SALVATION IS
OBTAINED THROUGH THE
SINNER'S PRAYING. This is one
of the biggest lies that anybody
ever fell for. Many Baptists
preachers think that there just
isn't any such thing as getting
saved except through getting the
sinner to pray. Some hold the ut-
terly erroneous notion expressed
often like this: "Get down and
pray the sinner's prayer, 'God be
merciful to me a sinner.' " They
teach that if a lust sinner tells
the Lord he is sorry about his
sins, and asks forgiveness, he is
si ved right there. He isn't. Such
a plan of salvation would leave
Jesus and his atoning work out
of the picture entirely.

What does the so-called sinner's
prayer really say? The correct
translation is, "God be propitiat-
ed to me the sinner." Propitiation
was upon the basis of blood
atonement. Doubtless the man
praying was offering a blood sac-
rifice there in the temple. What
noes the New Testament say? It
says, "And He (Jesus) is the pro-
pitiation for our sins." It is true
that many a sinner, as he trusts
Jesus as his Sin-Bearer, .1ptaks

there was a new creation, and
whenever things were changed, I
found that I had a love for God's
Word, there was a love to hear
the Word preached, and there was
a love for fellowship with God's
people.

There are so many Baptists
who do very little, and say, "well,
that is all right; I am saved by
grace." Listen, brother, when God
convicted me and saved me from
my sin, that old life passed away
and the pleasures of this worH
passed away. The world was cru-
cified to me, and I unto the world,
and I found a new life in Christ
Jesus. Now, I glory in the cross
al. the Lord Jesus Christ.
May this message bless your

hearts.
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out audibly and tells God so. In
that case it is not the praying
that saves him - he is saved
through his faith in Jesus as the
sacrifice for his sin. No sinner
ever has his sins forgiven upon
the basis of mere asking. A judge
and jury does not "forgive" a
criminal's offenses because he
says, "I am sorry, please forgive
me." The penalty must be paid.
The sinner's sins are remitted
when he trusts in Jesus, because
the penalty has been paid in the
atoning death on the cross.

3. THERE IS THE F AL SE
IDEA THAT THE PROMISE
GIVEN THE CHRISTIAN AP-
PLIES TO THE LOST SINNER.
What promise do we refer to?
The answer is, I Jno. 1:9, "If we,
confess our sins, he is faithful and
just' .to forgive us our sins . . ."
To whom was that written? To
Christians only, and it tells the
Christian how to have restored'
fellowship with God, when such-
is broken by sin. It is not IN-
STRUCTION TO A LOST SIN-
NER AS TO HOW TO BE SAV-
ED.

4. THERE IS THE FALSE
IDEA THAT A PREACHER IS
A SORT OF PR IES T - ONE
WHO CAN BY HIS PRAYERS
GET P EOPL E RIGHT WITH
GOD. Many a preacher in hold-
ing a meeting, puts himself in
the place of a priest - a mediator.
His invitation is, "Come forward
and LET ME pray for you." Great
stress is placed on that, "LET
ME PRAY FOR YOU." People
are called down for prayer, with
the idea that evangelist So and
So can fix me up with the Lord.
It is true in some cases of course
that the preacher merely uses
that business of "who wants ME
to pray for them" as a pretext to
get people to raise their hands.
Then they are pulled forward,
and pulled into some kind of a
profession.

THE ALTAR and mourner's
bench idea combines the prayers
of the sinner and the preacher
for salvation. The notion is that
if the sinner gets down and prays
agonizingly enough a n d long
enough, accompanied p erh a p s
with the prayers of Bro. So and
So, the Lord will finally be prop-
erly impressed, and will save.
Just as well trust baptism to save
as prayer to save. Neither can
save. Salvation is "by grace
through faith in Christ plus ab-
solutely nothing."

BIBLE STUDY HELPS
THAT REALLY HELP

DEDUCT 2n 1,;, FDOM THESE PRICES
THROUGH DEC. 31, 1968

The Biblical World
by Pfeiffer  $ 8.95

All About the Bible
-Collett  $ 3.50

Greek English Interlinear $ 6.95

Unger's Archaeology and
the Old Testament  $ 4.95

Unger's-Archaeology and
the New Testament  $ 5.95

What the Bible Teaches
- Torrey _ ............. .____...$ 5.95

New Topical Textbook  $ 3.95

Four Hundred Silent Years
-Ironside  $ 1.33

Cremation (Paper)  $ .50

Josephus (complete works) $6.95

Halley's Bible Handbook  $ 3.95

Unger's Bible Handbook  $ 4.95

Ruth: The Satisfied Stranger
by Philip Mauro   1.95

Famous Archeological
Discoveries by Unger ....$1.50

Baker's Bible Atlas
by Pfeiffer  $7.95

Wycliffe Historical
Geography    $ 8.95

Order From
Calvary Baptist Church -Book Store



THE WRITINGS
OF C. H. M.

DEDUCT 20% FROM THESE PRICES

THROUGH DEC. 31, 1968

Notes on the Pentateuch-
6 volumes    14.95

Miscellaneous Writings-
6 volumes  14.95

In Case, as Illustrated  29.90

Order From

Calvary Baptist Church Book Store
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Church Authority

(Continued from page seven)
where it is stated that they acted
without church authority. For a

man to deny that they had church
authority is to pit his assumption
against God's Word. Wherever
the question is brought up, it is
clear that they were under church
authority. I challenge any man to
show one case in Acts where it
is stated that the Lord's people

Say noZ Ziaal this or ihai came io ihwar. you. 71 came only lo lesI you.

went out, and did His work, apart
from Church Authority. You say,
it does not say they had such au-
thority. Well, it doesn't say they
did not have it. And where it does
say anything about authority, it
always says that they had church
authority.
The church has authority over

the work of the Lord in the world
today. This is seen in many ways
in the New Testament. The great
commission of Matt. 28:18-20 was
given to the church. It could not
have been given to the apostles,
nor to the believers as individ-
uals, else it would have expired
when they did, and the promise of
the Lord's presence until the end
of the age would have been mean-
ingless, and men serving God to-
day would be serving without a
commission. The great commis-
sion outlines the work that is to
be done for the Lord today.

The Church was baptized in

the Holy Spirit on the day of Pen-

tecost and set forth as the insti-

tution through which God works,

and which He recognizes in this
age. The Church is indwelt by

the Holy Spirit as the one who
gives power to do the Lord's
work. The Lord gets glory
through the church as the church
carries out the commission. Every
reference to the church in the
New Testament sets it forth as
the God authorized institution for

doing the Lord's work. God does
not authorize individuals to work

•11,401.  

SAY, BAPTIST FRIEND---
How about sending ten "subs" for ten

of your Baptist friends who need the Truth
this paper stands for?

TEN SUBS $10.00
IN ADDITION, WE WILL RENEW YOUR OWN FREE!

(No less than ten "subs" accepted at this price.)

1. Nome  

Address  

2. Nome  

Address  

3. Nome  

Address

  Zip -----------

 Zip

4. Name  

Address  

  Zip

Zip

5. Nome  

Address  

6. Name  

Address  

  Zip

  Zip

7. Nome  

Address  

Zip

Zip

B. Nome  

Address  

9. Name

Address

10. Name

Address

Zip

Enclosed $   for

Your Name  

Address  

Zip

  Subs

Zip  

GIVE US READERS—

We Wiil Give Them The Truth

on their own, apart from, and in
opposition to the Lord's churches.
God does not authorize mission
boards, Christian(?) schools, evan-
gelistic associations, radio pastors
and radio churches. All these or-
ganizations are acting without
any authority from God. God
does not authorize man-made
churches to do His work. Only a
true Missionary Baptist church
has any authority from God to do
His work.
"And keep the ordinances, as I

delivered them to you." I Cor.
11:2.
Here we learn that the church

has authority over the ordinances.
Matt. 28:18-20 includes authority
to administer baptism. I Cor. 11:
2 and 22 show that the church
has authority over both ordinanc-
es. Baptism may meet all the oth-
er requirements, but if it is not
administered under the authority
of a true New Testament, it is
null and void. One might as well
be a Quaker, or belong to the
Salvation Army, and have no
baptism, be a Methodist or Pres-
byterian and have sprinkling, as
to have immersion without Bap-
tist authority. The Lord's Supper
is null and void unless set in a
Baptist Church, and by its au-
thority.
The New Testament church has

authority over its membership.
"Him that is weak in the faith

receive ye," Rom. 14:1.

Here we see that the church
has authority over its doors, and
is to receive into its membership
those who are weak in the faith.
Of course, they are not to remain
weak in the faith, for it is the
duty of the church to teach them.
The church has the authority,
yea! the duty to exclude mem-
bers who ought to be so discip-
lined. Read Matt. 18:17; I Cor.
5:5-13 and many other Scriptures
which teach the right, and duty
of a church to exercise discipline.
You say that you do not care if
one church puts you out, another
will receive you. Remember that
the disciplinary action of a true
church is recognized in Heaven,
and the unscriptural action of a
weak-kneed or unscriptural
church will not change Heaven's
attitude toward a Scripturally ex-
cluded member. The church has
authority to restore an excluded
member who has repented.

"Sufficient to such a man is
this punishment, which was in-
flicted of many (the majority). So
that contrariwise ye ought rather
to forgive him, and comfort him,
lest perhaps such a one should be
swallowed up with overmuch sor-
row." II Cor. 2:6,7.

Here we learn that the church
has authority, and is responsible,
to restore an excluded member
who has repented. So we see that
the church has authority over its
membership in receiving, exclud-
ing, and restoring.

LIMITS OF CHURCH
AUTHORITY

Now let us notice some of the
limits of church authority. It is
limited to the church's own work
and to its own membership. Each
church is independent of all out-
side authority. A church cannot
exercise authority over the activi-
ties of another church, or over the
members of another church. One
church can voluntarily fellowship
with another church in some work
it is doing, as we do with Mace-
donia Baptist Church in the work
of New Guinea missions. We
have authority to send, or not to
send, an offering to this church,

to help in this work, but we do
not have any authority over Bro.
Halliman, Bro. Doty, or the New
Guinea work. Much harm is done
when a church, or its pastor,
seeks to exercise authority over
another church. We may see
much is wrong in another church,
but we have no authority to try
to correct what is wrong in that
church. Listen, pastoes: God made
you an overseer over one church.
This does not give you the rigkt
to meddle in the affairs of an-
other church. Some preachers
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hurt their influence with sound
preachers and cause great harm
by meddling in the internal af-
fairs of another church. A church
can refuse to recognize or fellow-
ship a church she considers to be
in error, but that is all she can
do.
The authority of a New Testa-

ment Church is limited by the
Word of God. This authority is
executive, and not legislative. It
is the duty of a church to carry
out, and go by the Word of God,
and no church has any right to
seek to exercise an authority be-
yond or contrary to the Bible.
Any rule made by a church that
is not in absolute harmony with
God's Word is null and void, and
is not binding on anyone. A
church may vote to let women
speak, join a convention, or teach
heresy, but it thereby transcends
its authority, and is in grave er-
ror. Of course, even this is be-
tween the church and the Lord,
and not to be corrected by an out-
side church.
The authority of the church is

limited in that it does not relate
to the eternal salvation of the
soul. Salvation is between the in-
dividual and the Lord. When a
church exercises its authority
over its membership, it does not
determine the salvation of the
person involved. Many oppose
church discipline because they in-
fer that the church is deciding
as to whether or not the person
is saved. All the church, exercis-
ing discipline, is doing, is saying
that the person is not qualified
to remain a member in that
church without repentance and
correction.

DESPISERS OF CHURCH
AUTHORITY

Now let us consider for a little
while the despisers of church au-
thority. First who are those who
despise this God-given authority?
The saved person who does not
join a church is a despiser of this
authority. He may think that he
is a member of the universal in-
visible church, but this church
originated and exists only in the
brain of those who are heretical
on church truth. No heresy that
I know of causes as much rebel-
lion against church authority as
this one. In fact, I know of no
one false doctrine that produces
more evil results than the u.i.c.
theory. Many truly saved people
use this heresy as a cover up for
their direct rebellion against the
Lord's true locol visi" le church.

The man who joins a false
church is a despiser of church au-
thority. Our Lord started a Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. All other
churches were started by man.
To join the church of man instead
of the church of our Lord is to
rebel against the Lord's church
and against the Lord himself.

The man who rebels against the
doctrines or practices of the
church, or lives an immoral life
and is excluded from the church
is a despiser of church authority.
Any person Scripturally excluded
from a Scriptural church is in nt-
bellion against church authority
until he repents and seeks to get
right with that church. Now, I
submit the following statement
for your consideration. The man
who joins no church; the man
who joins a false church; and the
man excluded from a true church
are all in the same condition be-
fore God. They are rebels against
God-given church authority.

These despisers of church au-
thority face a life of uselessness
in the service of God They face
a life without the smile and favor
and blessing of God. They face
the judgment seat of Christ. Oh,
my friend, you must face the
Lord Jesus C'hrist Tonle day and
you must answer to him as to
why you jJined no church. or
joined a false church, or were
not the member you should have
been of His true church. What a
day, when men try to explain to
the Lord as to why they despised
His church which means so much
to Him, and why they preferred
some man-made institution to the
Lord's true church.
The despiser of church author-

ity will lose rewards at the judg-
ment seat of Christ.
"And if a man also strive for
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masteries, yet is he not crowned,
except he strive lawfully." II

Tim. 2:5.

Here we learn that those who

serve God and who expect a re'
ward, must serve lawfully. Thel
must go by the rules which an

laid down in God's Word. The
woman preacher will not be re.
warded, the sprinklers will not

be rewarded; those who serve

sacrificially to promote heresi

will not be rewarded for such

service. No! No! We must study

the Word, and serve according to

the Word, if we would be crown-
ed on that day.

Brethren, let us stand by the.

liVord of God no matter what rid-

icule and persecution we must

bear. Let us honor God's churche

and serve Him faithfully, as a
member of, and under the alk
thority of a New Testament MiS•
sionary Baptist Church.

"Unto Him be glory in the

church by Christ Jesus through'

out all ages, world without end.
Amen." Eph. 3:21.
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"God's Vessel"

(Continued from page five)
One is a vessel of wrath fitted t•

destruction; the other is a vesssI

of mercy prepared unto glor34
You are one or the other. If yott

were to die today, you would find
out then which you are. I don't

know which you are, but I knove

one thing, you are one or the
other. You are either a vessel

wrath fitted to destruction, or Ynd

are a vessel of mercy that is pre•

pared unto glory.

May it please God to reach

down and reveal Himself to yollt

and to save your soul, and .let
you go out of this place realizing

that you are a vessel of merci

prepared unto the glory of God'

that God might empty your lif1

of self — your ideas, your amba

tions, and your desires of life, and

let Him fill you of Himself, 
that

He might send you out to be a

suffering, separated, honored yea,

sel in His service.

May God bless you!
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