
722 company, guard your longue; in solilude, guard your lhoughlsi

MISSIONARY PREMILLENNIAL

Vaittia
BIBLICAL BAPTISTIC

Ezdimetteot

Pazd Circulation 7n 11.11 eStates find 1n Many Foreign Countries

"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word

It is because there is no light in them."—Isaiah 8:20

VOL. 39, No. 41 ASHLAND, KENTUCKY, NOVEMBER 21, 1970 WHOLE NUMBER 1663

THE CHRISTIAN AND SECRET SOCIETIES
By WENDELL P. LOVELESS
Ex-Chaplain of Masonic Lodge,

Wheaton, Illinois

I was regularly initiated into
seven degrees of the Masonic Or-
der, holding, for a time, the office
of Chaplain in the Blue Lodge,
and my knowledge of this society
is therefore the result of my ex-
perience as a member of it. I now
hold a regular demit from the
order, which indicates that I was
in good and regular standing
when I seceded from it.
When I came to see clearly that

which the Lord Jesus Christ had
done for me on Calvary, and real-
ized my tremendouS' responsibil-
ity as a witness, as an ambassa-
dor of Christ, I could no longer
remain in Masonry, and several
of the reasons are expressed in
the following pages.

The Lodge In Practice Is
Foolish

In the first place, the lodge, in
PRACTICE is foolish: It has a
secret or group of secrets; why
make it secret? Such a meeting
enjoys the protection. of the laws

of the land; it has a right to as-
semble; why, is it necessary to
have it secret? Then, too, the ac-
tivities of some of the lodges in
public parade and in convention
are exceedingly foolish. Every
normal individual believes in
good, wholesome fun, but the
Christian should remember that
the Holy Spirit indwells him. How
difficult to imagine the Apostle
Paul dressed up in these silly
costumes, or the Lord Jesus don-
ning some of the outfits worn in
connection with certain conclaves
and conventions and initiation
rites of lodges. Paul said, "When
I was a child 1 spake as a child,
I understood as a child, I thought
as a child, but when I became a
man, I put away childish things"
(I Cor. 13:11). While the world
may do many of these things the
Christian cannot do them.

The Lodge In Principle Is
Selfish

Again, in PRINCIPLE the lodge
is selfish. The lodge takes many
a man from home when he should
be there. It indulges in selfish
pleasure, and is expensive in time

Christ And The Cross,
The Hope Of The World

PREACHED AT CALVARY'S 1969

ELDER WAYNE COX
Memphis, Tennessee

"But unto them which are call-
ed, both Jews and Greeks, Christ
the power of God, and the wis-
dom of God."—I Cor. 1:24.
From personal observation the

world's masses have no hope. For
a number of years, and up until
1966, I visited in a number of
foreign countries every year and
preached the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. If you for one moment
entertain the idea that foreign
countries do not have ar.y re-
ligion you are in error. There is
religion on every side but I would

WAYNE COX

like to emphasize this one thing.
There is no more religion in for-
eign countries than in this coun-
try of ours. In the foreign coun-
tries that I have visited (and I
have visited a number of them
and did so for a number of years
consecutively) that need the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ, this country
in which we live, needs it just as
badly, if not worse. For the mass-
es in America today are just as
lost as the masses in other na-
tions. And the only hope that
any man can have, and certainly
the hope of the world, rests in the
person of Jesus Christ. The sad
thing about it is as you look
about you and see the depravity
of man as it manifests itself and

CONFERENCE

becomes evident on every hand,
we are suddenly faced with the
inevitable and undeniable and
indisputable fact that the vast
majority of the population of this
country and the world not only
have no hope, but never will per-
haps have any.

I do not mean to sound pessi-
mistic, for I am an optimistic per-
son. I believe, of course, that ev-
ery one that God gave to Jesus
Christ in the covenant of redemp-
tion will, without the loss of a
single one, come to know Jesus
Christ as Lord and Master and
Saviour. On the other hand 1
know that we, as God's children,
have a tremendous and awe-
some responsibility to get the
Gospel to the masses. We must
assume this responsibility that is
incumbent upon us as children of
God and certainly as ministers of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
The preaching of the Gospel

is an awesome responsibility.
During this Conference I have
heard one particular text referred
to a number of times and that is
(Continued on page 4, column 4)

I
dIM*---11%-••--

and money. The argument is of-
ten advanced that membership in
the lodge helps men to progress,
and I am sorry to say that some
ministers in candidating for a
pastorate wear their emblem of
the secret order that they may get
the place. The charity and good
deeds of the lodge are often cited,
as are also its homes, and the
money it gives away. The lodge
gets paid for all the help it gives
to members, for it collects it in
dues. Insurance companies pay
benefits without boasting about
it; yet the secret orders parade
their benevolence and charitable
activities as if it were a real sac-
rifice.

The obligations which the can-
didate has to assume upon initia-
tion are selfish. He promises —
"I do furthermore promise and
(Continued on page 6, column 1)

HUMAN EGO,
TRULY OUR

GREATEST ENEMY
By ROY MASON
Aripeka, Florida

With most of us, Christ has no
bigger enemy than SELF. That's
why He said, "If any man would
follow me, let him DENY HIM-
SELF and take up his cross and
follow me." (Matt. 16:24). A
careful analysis will reveal to

ROY MASON

A Blessed Experience in
Standing For The Truth
JOE WILSON

Winston-Salem, North Carolina

"I will send a famine in the
land, not a famine of bread, nor
a thirst for water, but of hearing
the words of the Lord." — Amos
8:11.

It was around a year ago, I be-
lieve, that this experience began.
It involves a dear sister in the
Lord — a Mrs. James of Rocky
Mount, N.C. I arose to preach one
Sunday morning, and we had a
visitor in our midst, or rather two
of them. They came in late and
I had not gotten to meet them.
They were Mrs. James and her
son, Brent. I was preaching on
"Total Depravity" that morning
and thought to myself as I be-
gan that this sermon would be
the end of these two visitors. I
have learned that sound doctrine
often thins out the visitors in our
services.

After the service, I met Mrs.
James who told me they were
from Rocky Mount. I assumed
they were visiting friends or rel-
atives in the city and had decided
to visit our church. But Mrs.
James informed me that they had
come the one hundred and fifty
miles to visit our church. We in-
vited this sister and her son home
with us for a visit. We talked
much of the things of the Lord,
and I learned that Mrs. James
had sat under the ministry of the
late greatly beloved T. P. Sim-
mons in her early years, and had
long been a reader of The Bap-
tist Examiner. She was a great
lover of the truths taught in TBE,
a supporter of the paper and a

many people that their Christian
service is more motivated by
self than it is by real love for
Christ and unselfish devotion to
His cause. Many who suppose
that they are mighty good, de-
voted, servants of Christ, are in
reality egotists who would throw
the Lord over if the test came,
in order to preserve their ego-
(Continued on page 7, column 2)

supporter of New Guinea mis-
sions.
I learned that at her church

she learned much about the prec-
ious truths of God's grace from
her pastor who is a very able ex-
pounder of these truths. But that
her pastor did not believe Pre-
millennialism and especially
church doctrine as taught in TBE

JOE WILSON

which is, of course the position I
hold and teach. In her early years
and through TBE she had learned
to dearly love church truth as we
stand for it, and was very hungry
for this, and was greatly disturb-
ed about her membership in a
church that did not in. anywise
believe these doctrines about the
Lord's church.
On her first visit, I just talked

(Continued on page 3, column 2)

Reprint Of The Editor's
Letter To Life Magazine

This is a letter to the editor
of L I F E, written twenty-three
years ago. It is reprinted by re-
quest. In tract form at $1.50
per hundred.

December 9, 1947
Life,
540 North Michigan Avenue
Chicago 11, Illinois

Attention: Mr. Henry R. Luce,
Editor-in-Chief

Mr. Dear Sir:
Ever since LIFE became a

weekly publication, I have been
both a subscriber and a reader,
and have appreciated very defi-
nitely both your pictorial and
verbal descriptions of current
news.
However, I must differ radi-

cally with you as to the "family
tree" of Catholicism and Pro-
testantism as shown on Page 122
of the November 10, 1947, issue
of LIFE.
In this, you make Baptists to

originate about the year 1609,
and through your ingenious
"family tree" you very skillfully
show that all denominations have
come from Catholic Christendom,
or in other words, you make the

Obe naptist 'examiner :Pulpit
A Sermon by Pastor John R. Gilpin

"WHY DOESN'T GOD BLOT OUT THE WICKED?"
"That the wicked is reserved

to the day of destruction? They
shall be brought forth to the day
of wrath."—Job. 21:30.
I think you will agree with

me that we are living in a very,
very wicked world. I don't think
there is any question but that
wickedness, and immorality, vice,
and sin of every kind is more
rampant today than ever before
in the history of the world. I re-
peat when I say that we are liv-
ing in a very, very wicked age.
I can remember the days of

World War I, how that people
went to church and prayed for
the end of the war. I can re-
member how there came a na-

tion-wide flu epedemic that
caused churches and businesses
to be closed, with the result 'that
people prayed, even if they didn't
get to go to church. They pray-
ed, and prayed constantly, for
the war to come to an end. As
a little boy in my early teens, I
remember thinking that surely
everybody is going to be more
religious when this war comes
to an end. I thought surely with
the way in which the people
were praying for the war to end,
certainly people will be far more
Spiritual-minded when the hos-
tility ceases. Would you believe
it when the war came to an
end and the hostility ceased, and

the armistice was signed, that
the next day the newspapers
announced a new dance called
the Victory Ball? All over Amer-
ica, a dance was held commemo-
rating the victory that had been
won, and they danced the new
dance step called the Victory
Ball.
I say, beloved, to me that is

an evidence of 'the depravity of
this world — praying to God to
end the war, and then slapping
God in the face with an act of
sin as soon as the war was end-
ed.
Or you might think of it in

this respect: When an old year
(Continued on page 2, column 1)

Catholic Church to be a sort of
mother church.
My dear sir, there isn't an his-

torian, either sacred or secular,
of any degree of reputation whom
you might quote in justification
of the purported facts of your
"family tree." In fact, the entire-
ty of it. as far as Baptists are
concerned, is a gross perversion.
It is true that the Catholic Church
is the mother or grandmother of
all Protestant churches. Yet. Bap-
tists are not and never were,
Protestants. Baptists did not ori-
ginate in 1609, and neither is
Catholic Christendom the oldest
church.
I desire to categorically aver

and unconditionally assert thit
Baptist Churches were establish-
ed in the days of the Lord Jesi is
during the time of His ministry
in the country of Palestine. With
Jesus as their Founder, and the
Bible as their textbook, Bar-Ai-A
Churches have existed since the
day of Jesus' memorable utter-
ance, "I will build my church,
and the gates of hell shall i•ot
prevail against it."—Matthew 16:
18.
Ypeij and Dermout, eminent

historians of the Dutch Reform-
ed Church, say: "The Baptists
may be considered as the only
Christian community that has
stood since the days of the apos-
tles, and as a Christian society
has preserved pure the doctrines
of the Gospel THROUGH ALL
AGES."

Alexander Campbell, who h t-
ed Baptists perhaps more th-i
any man within the past cent',
wrote: "The sentiments of Bap-
tists and their practice of bap-
tism FROM THE APOSTOLIC
AGE to the present, have had a
continued chain of advocates, and
public monuments of their exis-
tence in every century can he
produced."
Robert Barclay, a Quaker his-

torian, says of Baptists: "We
shall afterward show that the
rise of the Anabaptists took place
PRIOR to the reformation of the
Church of England, and there are
also reasons for believing that on
the continent of Europe, small
hidden Christian societies, who
(Continued on page 3, column 5)



Don'I judge a thing by the way i looks lo you bul by the way il looks lo god.

The Baptist Examiner
The Baptist Paper for the

Baptist People

JOHN R. GILPIN Editor

Editorial Department, located
in ASHLAND, KENTUCKY,
where all subscriptions and com-
munications should be sent. Ad-
dress: P. 0. Box 910, zip code
41101.

Published weekly, with paid
circulation in every state and
many foreign countries.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
One year $2.00; Two years ;3.50
Five years   $7.00; Life   $25.00
CLUB RATES: 15 or more each $1.50

When you subscribe for others or
secure subscriptions   each $1.50

BUNDLES: 10 to 50 copies to one address
$10.00 for each 10 yearly; 60 to 100
copies to one address, $9.00 for each
10 yearly.

FOREIGN: Same as in the United States.

PLANNING TO MOVE? Notify us three
weeks In advance The Post Office does
not forward second class mail and they
cnarge us 10c for each "change of ad-
dress" notice. Please save us this ex-
pense.

Entered as second class matter

MAY 9, 1961, in the post office
at Ashland, Kentucky, under the

act of March 3, 1879.

"Blot Out...Wicked
„

(Continued from page one)
comes to an end and a new
year begins to dawn, there is
more whiskey, beer, wine, Vodka,
and gin sold over New Year's
holiday than any other compar-
able season of the year. One man,
who is a Catholic friend of mine
said, "Oh, no, I never drink at
Easter, my Lord's saddest hour.
I couldn't think of catering to
the flesh at the Easter season."
He said, "The same is 'true at
Xmas. When I think about Jesus
being born, I couldn't drink at
Xmas." "But," he said, "watch
out when New Year's comes. I
pull out all the stops so far as
I am concerned. That is the time
to cut loose."

Starting a New Year, we ought
to start it thinking about God,
but as this Catholic friend said,
"To me that is the time to pull
out all the stops and have a
big time."

Beloved, I can stand here and
give you multiplied illustration
after illustration to say to you
that we are living in a very, very
wicked age. But I needn't do
'that. You know it by reading the
newspapers. You know it by
watching television. You know
it by the radio. You know that
today the world is going to Hell
in high gear, and when I say
going to Hell, I mean exactly
that, for the end of the wicked
age is Hell. Listen:

"The same shall drink of the
wine of the wrath of God, which
is poured o-ut without mixture
into the cup of his indignation;
and he shall be tormented with
fire and brimstone in the pres-
en of the holy angels, and in the
presence of the Lamb: And the
smoke of their torment ascendeth
up for ever and ever: and they
have no rest day nor night, who
woship the beast and his image,
and whosoever receiveth the
mark of his name." — Rev. 14:10,
11.

"And whosoever was not found
written in h book of life was

GRACE AND MERCY.
Jesus said:
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon

me, because he hath anointed me
to preach the gospel to the poor;
he hath sent me to heal the
broken - hearted, to preach de-
liverance to the captives, and re-
covering of sight to the blind, to
set at liberty them that are
bruised, to preach the acceptable
year of the Lord. And he closed
the book."—Luke 4:18-20.

If you will notice, Jesus was
then in the synagogue at Nazar-
eth. He went into the synagogue,
as the Word of God says, as His
custom was, and on this partic-
ular Sabbath Day He stood up
to read, and this is what He read.
Now where was it that the Lord
Jesus read? Of course you know
that it was not in the New Testa-
ment, because it hadn't been
written. It had to be the Old
Testament. And what did He
read. Listen:
"The Spirit of the Lord God

is upon me; because the Lord
hath anointed me to preach good
tidings unto the meek; he hath
sent me to bind up the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captives, and the opening of
the prison to them that are
bound; To proclaim the accepta-
ble year of the Lord."—Isa. 61:
1, 2.

If you will notice, that is where
Jesus stopped. In Luke 4:19, He
said, "To preach the acceptable
year of the Lord." Then He closed
the book, stopping right in the
middle of the verse. The last
part of Isaiah 61:1, 2, says: "To
proclaim the acceptable year of
the Lord, and the day of ven-
geance of our God," but Jesus
closed the book at the end of
that expression, "to preach the
acceptable year of the Lord."
Why? Because this isn't the d'ay
of vengeance of our Lord. This
is the day of grace. This is the
day of mercy.
Why doesn't God blot out this

world? In the days of Lot, God
blotted out that civilization
around the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah because of their sin-
fulness. In the days of Noah, God
brought a flood that wiped out
of existence a world that had
nearly as many people in it as
this world has today. Why doesn't
God blot out of existence today
the people of this world? I will
tell you why. This is the day of
grace and mercy.
Jesus said, when He went into

the synagogue, "The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he
hath anointed me." He mention-
ed certain things He was to do,
and the last thing that He men-
tioned was "to preach the accep-
table year of the Lord," and He
Closed the book. Right then and
there, He closed it because this
is not the day of vengeance with
God. It is the day of mercy. This
is the day of grace.

Notice again:
"Now is the accepted time; be-

hold, now is the day of salva-
tion." — II Cor. 6:2.
Beloved, this is the day of sal-

vation. This is the day of grace.
This is the day of mercy.
Every once in a while when

two armies are engaged in bat-
tle, they will cease fire and with-
hold their hostilites for a time
being, thinking that maybe a
peaceful settlement might he
found for the war. It may be only

cast into the lake of fire." —
a temporary truce. It may be

Rev. 20:15.

I repeat, beloved, we are living
in a world today that is filled
with strife and iniquity of all
kinds, and at the end of this
wicked age is' a lake of fire, and
Hell. In view of this, I ask, why
doesn't God blot out the wicked
today. If the world is wicked, if
the world is going to Hell in
high gear, and if ultimately there
is a Hell awaiting the unsaved,
then why doesn't God blot out
the wicked today? I have five an-
swers to this question.

GOD DOES NOT BLOT OUT
THE WICKED TODAY BE-
CAUSE THIS IS THE DAY OF

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER

NOVEMBER 21, 1970

PAGE TWO

only one that will last for a few
hours or a few days, but never-
theless it is a truce for a time
being. The hostilities cease and
the fighting is withheld, hoping
for peace on each side.

Beloved, that is exactly what
God has done today in behalf of
those who are unsaved. God, I
say, has seen to it that the day
of vengeance of the Lord is still
yet to come. There is a tempor-
ary armistice, a temporary truce,
a temporary peace in behalf of
the unsaved.

Lost man, lost woman, why
doesn't God blot you out? Why
doesn't God cast you into Hell
today? I will tell you why. Be-
cause God in His mercy has
granted that this shall be a day
of grace and a day of mercy. God
is willing for His elect to be gar-
nered in.
For one, I will say that I am

awfully glad that God is waiting.
If God hadn't waited for me, oh,
what might have been the out-
come! Thinking about it from
your standpoint, aren't you glad
that this isn't a day of ven-
geance? You who are saved, as
I am, know that if God had cut
you off before you were saved,
it would have been a Devil's Hell
for you, but thank God, He is
letting the wicked go on, because
this is a day of grace and mer-
cy.

II

GOD DOES NOT BLOT OUT
THE WICKED TODAY BE-
CAUSE HE IS NEVER IN A
HURRY.
You and I get in a hurry some-

times. Usually we get into trouble
when we get in a hurry.
I was in a home sometime ago

and the grandmother got in a
'hurry to give a grandchild a
piece of fried chicken before the
meal began and the grandmother
ended up in the hospital with a
broken leg hurrying to get the
grandson a piece of fried chicken
before the lunch began.
We get in a hurry, but God

doesn't. Listen;
"Because sentence against an

evil work is not executed speed-
ily, therefore the heart of the
sons of men is fully set in them
to do evil." — Eccl. 8:11.
Why do men go on in evil?

Why do people persist in evil?
I will tell you. Because God just
takes His time. God is never in a
hurry. God's sentence against an
evil work is not executed speed-
ily, and therefore the wicked go
right on in their sin.
I will imagine it this way:

Here is a boy who is quite ob-
streperous and he does things
that are wrong. In the early
Morning, his mother promises
him: "Because of what you have
done, I am going to give you a
whipping. I haven't time right
now, but I am going to give you
a whipping because of what you
have done." He may think for a
few minutes about it and then
forget about it. He may think
that his mother has forgotten
about it too. He thinks in all
'probability that his mother has
forgotten all about that whipping
and goes on through the day for-
getful of it. But before night
comes, his mother gets out the
switch and she dresses him down
from one end to the other. She
wasn't in a hurry. She got to it
in her own time.
God is never in a hurry to

send the wicked to Hell.
I heard of a school teacher

sometime ago that on the last
day of school observed one of
her boys doing something that
was' wrong and she didn't have
time to whip him then. She said,
"I will get you next year when
school starts." On the first day of
school she paddled him before
she did anything else. I guess he
forgot it in the sumrnertime, and
thought she would too, but she
didn't.

Beloved, listen, God doesn't get
in a hurry. That teacher could
wait all summer. God can wait
a long time too. Ultimately, God
is going to blot out the unsaved.

III
GOD DOES NOT BLOT OUT

THE WICKED TODAY BE-
CAUSE THIS IS THE DAY OF
REPENTANCE.
God is just winking at your

sin today and allowing you to go
on in your sin, because this is the
day of repentance. Listen:
"And the times of this ignor-

ance GOD WINKED at: but now
commandeth all m e n every
where to repent: Because he hath
appointed a day, in the which
he will judge the world in right-
eousness by that man whom he
bath ordained; whereof he hath
given assurance unto all men, in
that he hath raised him from the
dead." — Acts 17:30, 31.
What is God doing now? He is

just winking at your sin. Un-
saved man, unsaved woman, re-
member this, He looks at you
and winks. He looks the other
way. He just lets you, go ahead.
He just lets you, as an unsaved
person, do as you please today. I
say this, the unsaved today are
free to do as they please. God is
just allowing the unsaved to go
their merry way and to run their
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wicked course. He is winking at
sin. He commands the wicked
now to repent because He has ap-
pointed a day in which He is
going to judge them.
I say, beloved, God doesn't blot

out the wicked right now. He
doesn't blot out the wicked in
this present day, because this is
man's day for repentance. Listen:
"But after thy hardness and

impenitent heart treasurest up
unto thyself wrath against the
day of wrath and revelation of
the righteous judgment of God."
—Rom. 2:5.

What is He doing, unsaved
man? In your impenitence, with
your lack of repentance, you are
treasuring up unto yourself
wrath against the day of wrath.
This is a day of repentance, but
if you don't repent, just like a
man hoards his money, just like
a man hoards his possessions that
he has, you are just hoarding up
God's wrath, you are treasuring
it up into the day of wrath —
unto the day when God is going
to pour out His wrath upon you.
Now is the day of repentance
for you.

IV

HE DOES NOT BLOT OUT
THE WICKED TODAY BE.
CAUSE GOD IS GIVING OP-
PORTUNITY FOR HIS ELECT
TO BE SAVED.

Aren't you glad that God didn't
blot you out back yonder twenty
or thirty years ago? Suppose God
had blotted you out when you
were 10 to 12 years old? You
would have gone to Hell. As it
is, God allowed you to go on
until many of you have come to
a knowledge of Jesus Christ as a
Saviour. God is giving opportu-
nity for all of His elect to be sav-
ed. Listen:

"The Lord is not slack concern-
ing his promise, as some men
count slackness; but is longsuf-
fering to us-ward, not willing
that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance."
— II Pet. 3:9.

The Arminians like to take this
passage of Scripture and say
that God is trying to save every-
body. Listen, beloved, God
doesn't try to do anything; God
just does what He wills. Just re-
member this: God doesn't try to
do anything; He does what He
wills. The Arminians are all
wrong when they say that God
is trying to save people. This
verse doesn't say that. This verse
is talicing about the "us-ward."
Who ' are the, "us-ward?" Go
back to the first verse of this
chapter and it says:
"This second epistle, beloved,

I now Write unto you; in both
which I stir up your pure minds

••••

by way of remembrance."

Who is He 'talking to? Saved
people. He is talking about the
elect of God. What does it say?
It says that God is giving every
opportunity for His elect to be
saved.

Let's look at it from the stand-
point of an illustration. God told
Noah that the world was going
to be destroyed with a flood of
waters. I don't think 'that there
had been a drop of water fall on
the earth prior to the flood. There
had been a mist go up from the
ground to water the earth, but I
don't think there had ever been
one drop of water fall out of the
heavens. God said, "Noah, you
preach, and you tell them that I
am going to send a flood. That
ought to startle the people, be-
cause there has never been such
a thing." The people went on in
their wickedness. In their sin,
they went on and on and on for
years and years, until 120 years
rolled by. I guess they looked at
Noah's ark and laughed about it.
I guess the people said, "Poor old
Noah; poor old preacher." They
made fun of him. They went
their merry way and had a good
time and forgot all about the
warning, but when God got
ready, the world was suddenly
cut off. What did God do for
120 years? God gave an oppor-
tunity for His elect to be saved.
How many were saved? Noah, his
wife, their three sons and their
wives — eight in all.

We get mighty discouraged
sometimes when we think about
how few are saved. I get awfully
discouraged myself. I am sure
that I could speak for many and
many a preacher all over the
country who tell us how dis'-
couraged he gets because there
are so few saved under his min-
instry. Noah went for 120 years,
and counting himself, there were
only eight people saved. When
God destroyed the world, there
were only eight people saved in
all that civilization — a civiliza-
tion, nearly as great as our civi-
lization, and with a population
about as great as in our world
today. There were only eight
people saved out of it all.

Listen, beloved, God gave an
opportunity for all of His elect to
be saved in the days of Noah
and suddenly the world was cut
off. This is what God is doing to-
day. Why doesn't God blot out
this world? Why doesn't God blot
you out? Why does God allow
you to go on and have a home,
and a job, and an opportunity to
make a living? Why does God
allow you the blessings that you
have in this world? Why does
(Continued on page 3, column 1)
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,'Blot Out. . . Wicked" says, "The day of vengeance of
our God."

Oh, you that are unsaved, may
I say to you out of a heart that
is burdened for you in view of
your lost condition — may I say
to you, you need Jesus Christ aS
your Saviour. This is the day of
good tidings. This is the day
when God is allowing you an
opporttunity to be saved. But
some of these days, the day of
vengeance is going to come. Lis-
ten:
"For yourselves know perfect-

/y that the day of the Lord so
cometh as a thief in the night."
—I Thess. 5:2.

Mark it down, Jesus Christ is
coming. The day of vengeance is
coming. The day is coming when
unsaved people are going to be
punished for their sins. Why
doesn't God blot them out today?
I have given you five reasons.
Oh, might I point you to Calvary
and say to you that God's anti-
dote for sin is Calvary. Jesus
Christ died on the cross to pay
your sin debt. May you receive
Him today and be saved.

May God bless you!

Blessed Experience

(Continued from page two)
God give you all the blessings
that He does? I will tell you
why. God is giving an opportun-
ity for all of His people to be
saved.

V
GOD DOES NOT BLOT OUT

THE WICKED TODAY BE-
CAUSE THE WORLD'S CUP OF
INIQUITY IS NOT YET FULL.
We read:
"But in the fourth generation

they shall come hither again: for
the iniquity of the Amorites is
not yet full." — Gen. 15:16.
God was talking to Abraham.

He said, "Abraham, I • am just
waiting for the Amorites to fill
up their cup of iniquity, and
when their cup of iniquity is fill-
ed, I am going to destroy them.
It will be 400 years yet." Beloved
It was. The Jews went down into
Egypt and stayed for 430 years,
and when the Amorites's cup of
iniquity was filled, the Jews came
back out of the land of Egypt
and God destroyed the Amorites,
hip and thigh. God's Word tells
us how that Joshua came into the
Central part of the land of Pales-
tine and conquered it, then swung
northward and swung southward
and split the country into three
parts and conquered it, and de-
stroyed it, and killed the inhabi-
tants. Oh, the most merciless
slaughter of human beings that
you could ever read about took
place in that day when men and
women, boys and girls, little
children and babes were killed
at God Almighty's command!
Why? The cup of iniquity was
full. God said, "It is time now to
put an end to them."

Why doesn't God blot out the
wicked? God is just waiting for
this world's cup of iniquity to be
filled.

Every once in a while some
child gets a little bad in the ser-
vices and I'll see some mother or
father warn that child. But that
child keeps on getting worse and
Worse, and that mother or father
will start for the door. The child
says, "I will be good. I will be
good." But the day of judgment
has come; it is too late then.
Ndthing but a spanking will do.
The day of judgment has arrived.

Beloved, that is exactly the
way that God is dealing with the
unsaved today. As that mother or
that daddy just allows that child
to go so far and then takes the
child out and spanks him, God is
saying to us today that the
world's cup of iniquity is filling
up and some of these days, when
the world's cup of iniquity is
filled, God is going to deal with
the world just exactly like God
dealt with the Amorites back
yonder a long time ago.

CONCLUSICN

In Isaiah 61:2, it says that He
is going "to proclaim the accept-
able year of the Lord," and when
Jesus read that in the synagogue
at Nazareth, He stopped right
there. But the next phrase says,
"and the day of vengeance of our
God."

This isn't the day of vengeance
of our God, but the day of ven-
geance of our God is going to
tome. The Devil is having his
inning now. This is his inning.
Mark it down, the Devil is run-
ning rampant today. He is lead-
ing unsaved people astray today.
He is having his way. This is the
Devil's inning, but some of these
days the last part of Isaiah 61.2
is going to be fulfilled, which

(Continued from page one)
in general about these truths, and
after a short while she returned
to Rocky Mount. Three weeks
later, this dear sister was with
us again in the services and again
visited with us briefly after the
service. She was greatly disturb-
ed about church doctrines and
about what she should do in this
matter. From the start, I had my
convictions about what she should
do, but I at no time pressed them
upon her. At this second visit, I
did tell her that if she could not
find peace in staying in her pres-
ent church affiliation, that she
ought to consider coming with
us where she could be a member
and support what she believed
even though she could only at-
tend about once a month. This
dear lady will testify that, at no
time, did I pressure her or be-
little her preacher in any way.
Her former pastor is a very fine
preacher in many respects and
one of the most able teachers of
Grace I •have heard. He does not
believe, and does not pretend to
believe what I believe about the
Lord's church. I admire and re-
spect this man and his stand for
what he believes. He and I just
do not agree on the doctrines of
the church, and sister James from
her early attendance upon Broth-
er Simmons ministry, from her
childhood training, from TBE,
and as she and I believe, from the
teaching of God's Word believes
as I do about the church.
Well, things went on like this

for a long period of time. Sister
James would visit with us on
occasion and at times would stop
by our house for brief visits. My
wife and I visited with her on
one occasion. I told her what my
convictions were as to what I
should do in such a situation., but
insisted that she must be led of
the Lord and do what she want-
ed to do in the matter. I have
finally learned to leave the mat-
ter of getting new members in
the hands of the Lord. I know
that if God does not bring folk
to our church, they will not last.
We are a ridiculed, hated, and
persecuted people. Folk who do
not come to us because they are
sure God is leading them will not
be able to bear the pressure. Oh,
how I desire new members! How

many there are around here who
ought to be with us — they have
no excuse for being anywhere
else. If they ever do what they
should, if they ever stand as they
should for what they believe the
Bible teaches, they will be with
us. I desire them. I long for them
as members in our church. But
I leave it in the hands of God to
bring them.

At times I thought Sister James
was ready to join with us. At
least once she left home with that
intention, and then did not. At
times I felt that she would never
join with us, but just visit occa-
sionally. I was willing to leave it
like that and be her friend right
on. I did request that our mem-
bers and other dear friends pray
for her that God would show her
what to do, and give her grace to
do it. At times it seemed she
was fairly well satisfied; at times
she seemed miserable. She wrote
and called us on occasion and
visited our services at times. I
prayed about it and left it with
the Lord.
Then it 'happened. Praise God.

On the second Sunday of this
year, Sister James presented her-
self as a candidate for member-
ship in Grace Baptist Church in
whatever way we desired to re-
ceive her. We talked with her as
we do with all who present them-
selves as candidates and then our
men recommended h e r to the
church which gladly received her
as a member. We received her
pending a letter, but upon in-
vestigating as to the organization
of the church of which she had
been a member and their prac-
tice as regards alien immersion,
we learned that we could not re-
ceive her by letter and so set a
time for a Baptismal Service.

of soul in staying where she
was, and so after much soul
searching (I am sure), after much
hesitation and indecision, she felt
that she must obey God and put
her membership in a church that
believed and practiced as she be-
lieved the Bible taught.
I would not say as to what fi-

nally pushed her to this decision.
Her church did not believe as she
did about the church. The univer-
sal church theory was pushed in
that church. (And a man should
push what he believes). I think
that Christmas in her church may
have been the thing that finally
pushed her to a decision to stand
for what she believed. Be that as
it may, she had made her deci-
sion believing that God was lead-
ing her.

Now we know that is hard
for her. We know that she will
be the object of ridicule. We know
that being in services so seldom
will be hard on her. We know
that the sacrifice of a 300 mile
round trip to attend services will
be hard. But I wish you could
read her letter to me after her
baptism. How she rejoiced in God
leading and enabling her to make
this move! How she rejoiced in
her membership with us! How
she rejoiced in her experience of
baptism! We thank God for this
dear sister. We value her as a
member of our church. We know
that when we meet, we pray for
her, and she is thinking of, and
praying for us.

On Feb. 15th, it was my great
spiritual joy to bury our dear
sister in tile watery grave of bap-
tism, and into the membership
of Grace Baptist Church. How it
blessed my heart! I had talked
with her, prayed much for her,
and requested others to pray for
her, and now our prayers were
answered, and we praised God for
this.

I am sure that you can appre-
ciate the plight of this dear soul.
She lives 150 miles from Wins-
ton-Salem. She had been a mem-
ber of her present church for
several years. Her pastor was an
able preacher and very faithful
to the doctrines of Grace. All her
close spiritual friends attended
this church. Her family left the
matter entirely up to her, but
they would not desire to come
with her in this step. Her son,
Brent, has been most kind in
driving her here to the services
she has attended. He is a fine
young man and we are praying
much for him. Every argument of
human reason and logic was
against her moving her member-
ship so far away. She was used
to faithful attendance at church
and did not want to be able to
be in services only about once a
month. I am sure that these ar-
guments would have much
weight with anyone in such a
situation. Further, she stood alone
in Rocky Mount in her position,
and being a woman could not
start a mission of any kind. (May
God be pleased eventually from
this beginning to develop a sound
church in or near Rocky Mount).
It was for these reasons, and be-
cause I do not practice it, that I
did not urge her to move her
membership with us. But in
spite of all the arguments —
in spite of the seeming absur-
dity of making a move — this
dear sister could not find peace

Brethren, it is a shame, but it
is a truth that -the doctrines we
preach and for which The Bap-
tist Examiner stands are not
being preached today. It is sad
that a woman must journey so
far to be a member of a church
that preaches these truths. Yet
this is a fulfilling of the Word of
God. So I am sad that this dear
sister must make a move like
this, and, at the same time, I re-
joice that God has made her will-
ing, and enabled her to do so.
Here is my conviction, without

any qualifications, that folk
ought to be members of churches
that stand consistently for the
truths of God's Word. That if
God has shown you these things
as true, you are automatically ob-
ligated to get in a church that
stands for them. YOU DO NOT
NEED ANY FURTHER LEAD-
ING. The fact that God has shown
you the truth is all the leading
you should need.
I am convinced that a person

should put his or her member-
ship in a true and sound church
no matter what their attendance
can or cannot be. How the ex-
ample of this dear sister should
not put many people to shame.
There are folk in and near Wins-
ton-Salem who say that they be-
lieve just what we stand for at
Grace Baptist Church and yet are
members of no churches or be-
long to organizations that are
diametrically opposed to what
these folk say that they believe.
I feel that some want to remain
in the big churches, some do not
want to bear the reproach, some
do not want to be under author-
ity or obligation, and some are
not willing to make the sacri-
fices. God bless you, Sister James.
May He be with you greatly and
use you to His glory. May your
example be used of God to cause
others to be obedient to God in
the great matter of church mem-
bership. God bless you all.
I wrote the above article sev-

eral months ago, and laid it aside
undecided whether to send it in
or not. It became misplaced, and
recently discovered. I send it
along at this late date, hoping it

will be a blessing to those who
read it. Several months have
passed. Sister James has been a
wonderful blessing to our church.
Her faithfulness in attending and
giving, her radiant Christian ex-
perience, her zeal for the things
of the Lord have encouraged and
challenged us all. Sometimes,
when I see her come in, I could
almost weep for her and for the
sacrifices she must make in be-
ing true to what God has taught
her, but surely, God will richly
reward her for all this. She will
not be a loser by her faithfulness
to the Lord.

It was our joy and delight that
she was able to attend the Con-
ference this year with others
from our church. How she thrilled
at this wonderful experience and
I am sure that she was a bless-
ing to all who met her there.
Brother Elvis Gregory was bless-
ed in meeting her as she drove
300 miles to be in one of the
services in our recent revival
here. One of our members re-
dently remarked how that being
around Sister James made her
feel so small. Truly, this wom-
an has been a tremendous bless-
ing to Grace Baptist Church and
to every member thereof. Pray
for Sister James, that God will
greatly bless her. That He will
feed her soul on those long trips
each three weeks or so, to be in
our services. That He will use her
testimony in her home and town
to the glory of God. That God
might, if He sees fit, establish
some day, a true and sound
church closer to her, although we
would weep to lose her.
May God use this article to

cause others to follow this ex-
ample and to bless the readers
thereof. God bless you all.

Letter To Life

(Continued from page one)
have held many of the opinions
of the Anabaptists, have existed
from the times of the apostles.
In the sense of the direct trans-
mission of Divine truth, and the
true nature of spiritual religion,
it seems probable that these
have a lineage or succession
MORE ANCIENT than that of
the Roman Church."

John Clark Ridpath, doubtless-
ly the greatest historian the
world has ever produced, (a
Methodist by denominational con-
viction), said: "I should not read-
ily admit that there was a Bap-
tist Church as far back as 100 A.
D., although without doubt there
were Baptist churches then, as
ALL CHRISTIANS were then
Baptists."

Mosheim, the outstanding Lu-
theran historian, said: "Before
the rise of Luther and Calvin,
there lay secreted in almost all
the countries of Europe, persons
who adhered tenaciously to the
principles of the modern Dutch
Baptists . . . the origin of Bap-
tists is lost in the remote depths
of antiquity . . . the first century
was a history of the Baptists."
Zwingli, a Presbyterian co-

laborer with John Calvin, said:
"The institution of the Anabap-
tists is no novelty, but for 1300
years has caused great trouble
in the church."

Even Cardinal Hosius (Cath-
olic), president of the Council of
(Continued on page 5, column 1)
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"Is it right for a Baptist, who is saved and a member of a
New Testament Church, to belong to the Masonic Lodge?"

ROY

ASON

RADIO MINISTER
BAPTIST PREACHER
Aripeka, Florida

I must confess that I am a
.."Mason," but it is not my fault,
I was born that way. But while
my name is Mason, I do not be-
long to the Masonic Lodge, nor
do I believe that a Christian and
church member should belong.
The same thing goes for any sec-
ret oath bound order. I could
give many reasons for saying
this, but will only give a few:

1. The Bible prohibits a Chris-
tian from yoking lap with any or-
ganization composed partly of
unsaved people. 2 Cor. 6:14 says,
"Be ye not unequally yoked to-
gether with unbelievers, for what
fellowship hath righteousness
with unrighteousness . . ."

2. The Masonic Lodge in their
burial service make no difference
et all between saved and unsav-
ed. According to their ritual all
go to "the great lodge above."
Personally, I won't join with an
organization in a funeral where
I preach one thing and they
preach another with their ritual
at the grave.

3. Lodges, the one mentioned,
and others, take the time and
money and service that a Chris-
tian ought to bestow on the
Lord's work.

4. No reward will be received
from God. for service rendered
in a lodge. Why not work and
serve where it will count for
something for eternity?

••••••••••••••

E.G.
COOK

C 1 Cambridge
Birmingham, Ala.

BIBLE TEACHER

Philadelphia

Baptist Church
E,mingham, Ala.

I will answer this question by
telling you why I could never
be a Mason. In the first place,
the masonic organization is a
religion pure and simple. In fact,
it is the only religion in the
world that can, and does embrace
all the Other religions. You never
see a Methodist joining a Pres-
byterian Church and still retain-
ling his membership in the Meth-
odist Church. You never see a
Baptist maintaining membership
in a Baptist Church and at the
same time maintaining member-
ship as a Mohammedan. But you
do see them all flocking to the
masonic lodge and still holding
on to their membership in some
other religion. I maintain that
the Masonic Lodge is a religion
because they do use portions of
the Scriptures in their rituals.
And I saw with my own eyes the
Masons as they committed a dead
man's spirit to God some seventy
two hours after his spirit had
already gone to the wherever it
was going. No organization other
than a religious organization
would concern itself with the
eternal destiny of a man's spirit
even in this unscriptural way.

.410.*••••••••••
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Then I could never be a Mason
because my Lord could never be
one. If the Masonic Lodge were
to accept the Lord Jesus Christ
into their membership, the Jews,
the Mohammedans and half the
professing Christians would drop
the lodge as if it was a hot po-
tato. Nat only would my Lord be
unwelcome in person. He is not
allowed in their use of the Scrip-
tures. When they use a Scrip-
ture like Rom. 5:1 or 16:27 they
must stop before they say
"through Jesus Christ our Lord"
for fear of offending those of
other religions. Then they would
have to refuse to accept Him into
their membership because He re-
fuses to speak anything in secret,
Lsa. 48:16. So when they leave
Jesus Christ out, they have noth-
ing left that I want.
And then I could never be a

Mason because I do not have the
time. Being a Baptist is a full
time job. You can take your
Baptist teachings along with you
on your secular job. But if you try
that with your Masonic teachings
you may get your tongue cut out
by the roots. So I prefer to be a
part of an organization that even
urges you to proclaim their
teachings everywhere you go. I
tried being a Civitan several
years ago. I soon found that my
duties as a Civitan conflicted
with my duties as a Baptist too
much. So now I am just a Bap-
tist.

JAMES
Hosss

Rt. 2, Box 182

McDermott, Ohio

RADIO SPEAKER
and MISSIONARY

Kings Addition
Baptist Church

South Shore, Ky.

Brethren, I realize that while
we are living in this world it
may become necessary for us to
belong to various organizations
relating to our secular jobs. I am
not going to contend with those
who are against such organiza-
tions, but I very definitely say
that we must not associate our-
selves with lodges or organiza-
tions outside of those mentioned
above. Especially should we not
belong to a religious organization
other than a Missionary Baptist
Church. The Masonic Lodge is an
Inter- or Non-Denominational or-
ganization. We cannot have any-
thing to do with their organiza-
tion.

Let me remind you that the
Lord Jesus Christ gave us only
one organization. He started the
church and gave His church the
commission to preach, teach, and
serve Him. Along with this fact,
we also are taught that we must
live a separated life. We are now
the servants of righteousness.
"Being then made free from sin,
ye become servants of righteous-
ness." (Romans 6:18). If we are
servants of righteousness we can-
not belong to an organization of
people who disobey God by join-
ing false churches.

There is a very clear passage
of Scripture relative to our as-
sociation with unbelievers or the
disobedient. "Be ye not unequal-
ly yoked together with unbeliev-
ers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteous-
ness? And what communion hath
light with darkness? And what
concord hath Christ wtih Belial?
Or what part hath he that believ-
eth with an infidel? And what
agreement hath the temple of God
with idols? For ye are the temple
of the living God; as God hath
said, I will dwell in them, and
walk in them; and I will be their

God, and they shall be my peo-
ple. Wherefore come out from
among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing; and I will receive
you, and will be a Father unto
you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, saith the Lord Al-
mighty." (I Corinthians 6:14-18).
This passage shows us that we
are not to be a part of the world
in any way. Christian men and
women have no business marry-
ing a person who is not saved.
Christian people have no business
associating with those who teach
or stand for false doctrines, and
churches have no business keep-
ing false teachers within the
membership.

The Bible also tells us to purge
ourselves from dishonorable
Christians. "But in a great house
there are not only vessels of gold
and of silver, but also of wood
and of earth; and some to honour
and some to dishonour. If a man
therefore purge himself from
these, He shall be a vessel unto
honour, sanctified, and meet for
the master's use, and prepared un-
to every good work." (II Timothy
2:20,21).

If we as God's people spend the
time that we should reading His
word, praying, witnessing, and
serving God through His church,
we won't have time to waste in
these other organizations.

AUSTIN
FIELDS

PASTOR,

Arabia Baptist
Church

Arabia, Ohio

No, it is not right for a Bap-
tist to be a member of the Ma-
sonic Lodge. There are many
reasons why a Baptist should not
be a member of this lodge, but
the primary one is, they are at
extremes as to the only begotten
Son of God. All true Baptist
Churches contend that the only
way of approach unto God, is
through the precious blood and
name of Jesus Christ, whereas
the Masons purposely omit the
name of Jesus in their rituals,
yet lay claim to worship of God.
In defending their (Mason's)

position they apologetically say,
"It is not wise for us to Mention
the name Jesus, lest we offend
some of our members who do
not 'believe in the Son of God."
Thus if a true Baptist were to
affiliate himself with this lodge
he would of necessity have to
compromise the name of Jesus,
and to do so he would be guilty
of denying the Lord as was the
Apostle Peter, for he cannot take
Him with him as he endeavors
to worship with the Masons. He
must leave Him at the door. Our
Lord clearly defines for us the
things necessary for the wor-
ship of God when He said, "God
is a Spirit; and they that wor-
ship Him must worship Him in
spirit and in truth." Jn. 4:24.

Masonic Lodges do not have
the Spirit (Comforter) or the
truth, for in omitting the name
of Jesus Christ, they omit Him
who is the truth and the only
way to God. Let us listen as
the Comforter very emphatically
expresses this truth.
"That all men should honour

the Son, even as they honour the
Father. He that honoureth not
the Son, honoureth not the Fath-
er which hath sent Him."—Jn.
5:23.

"Whosoever denieth the Son,
the same hath not the Father;
but he that ackncrwledgeth the
Son, hath the Father also." —
I Jn. 2:23.
Furthermore God has decreed

that there cannot be true wor-
ship outside of His church. It is
in the church where Jesus meets
with His hungry and thirsty chil-
dren to satisfy their needs. Here
again the Masonic Lodge takes
to herself authority which God
never gave her, for she teaches
a better way of life, based upon
morals, free will or salvation by

POPERY
A Gigantic Swindle of The Devil

By ROBERT BROWN

Robert Brown (1820-1905) was a solicitor in Hull
and leader in an assembly of Christians who believed
in the S.G.A.T. teachings and Doctrines of Grace. He
was author of many books.
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3. By what means they were consolidated and
extended.

4. Why all believers in the Scriptures should op-
pose this system.
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works. Therefore her doctrine is
another method to bring to
naught the atoning sacrifice of
Jesus Christ for the sins of His
people.
"Unto Him be glory in the

church by Christ Jesus, through-
out all ages, world without end,
Amen." Eph. 3:19.
From this verse it becomes ap-

parent that the only place of true
glory is in the church. Therefore
all the work necessary to build
up the cause of Christ can be
done by and through a New Test-
ament Church. Thus a Baptist
who belongs to a Masonic Lodge
should not hope to be reward-
ed for any good works that he
might perform on the authority
of any other institution outside
of a true Baptist Church.

"And behold, I come quickly;
and my reward is with me, to
give every man according as his
work shall be." Rev. 22:12.
I have heard some say, "It

would be advantageous to any
man to belong to the Masons,
for all Masons pull together, thus
his prestige and acquaintances
would be enlarged. These would
be of great assistance in acquir-.
mg more of this world's goods."
I would remind you Baptists
who think that you can get along
better in this world by joining
the Lodge the words of the Spirit,
"What shall we then say to these
things? If God be for us, who
can be against us?" Rom. 8:31.

Nowhere do we read that we
are to flash a lodge pin in order
to acquire wealth or escape a
trying experience; rather we are
taught to trust in the Lord, for
He is "our refuge and strength
a very present help in trouble."
Therefore it is my belief that it
would be wrong, sinful and dis-
graceful for a true Baptist to be
a member of a Masonic Lodge.

Christ ...Cross

(Continued from page one)
Revelation, Chapter 2. You know
the Lord Jesus Christ had some-
thing against the Ephesian
Church and He said, "You have
lost your first love" and then
commanded that church to repent
and do her first works with a
threat that if they did not, He
would come and remove His
candlestick out of its place. He
did hot say that He would mere-
ly remove the candlestick, but
that He would remove the can-
dlestick out of its place.
I believe that in God's economy

every New Testament Church oc-
cupies a unique position and if
that church gets out of line or
refuses to assume its responsibil-
ity, then the Lord will remove
that church from its position and
put one in, because the ranks
will be filled.

I believe also that every child
of God occupies a unique posi-
tion in God's economy and if we

do not assume the responsibility
that belongs to each of us, then
God will remove us, and put us
on the shelf, and put someone in
our place that will assume that
responsibility. The responsibility
that I have particular reference
to is the proclamation of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ on the part
of the churches, and the personal
witnessing on the part of indi-
vidual Christians, to every per-
son that we encounter.
I believe that if I know Jesus

Christ as my kinsman redeemer,
I should delight in telling others
the gladsome story of how Jesus
Christ redeems men. This eve-
ning let us notice that Jesus
Christ and the Cross is the Hope
of the World.
In our text, the Apostle Paul

declares that Jesus Christ is the
power of God. I take the position
that Christianity Must stand or
fall in the Person of Jesus Christ,
and Jesus Christ is the Person
of this hope. He is the hope of the
hopeless.
I am going to say a number of

things about the person of Jesus
Christ. I realize that we need to
discuss; we need to preach; we
need to exalt; we need to tell the
people how that Jesus Christ died
for our sins; that He was buried
and the third day arose again.
But we also need to tell them
that in order for Him to die He
must also live. I believe, there-
fore, in the complete and entire
substitutionary death but I also
believe in the substitutionary life
of Jesus Christ as well. I not only
believe that Jesus Christ died
for my sin but I also believe, and
teach, that He lived for me and
that the righteousness which He
wrought out is the very right-
eousness that God demands, and
that the law demands, but that
the law cannot confirm. So when
we are saved, we have the as-
surance of sins forgiven and of
having been redeemed. Then, of
course, we have the righteousness
of God and this is what the law
demands. We read:

"That the righteousness of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who
walk not after the flesh, but after
the Spirit."—Rom. 8:4.
Jesus Christ, as I have already

said, is man's only hope. He is
the power of God. I want us to
notice His life as well as His
death this evening. Both are ab-
solutely necessary. I believe that
Jesus Christ had a nature that
was divine. That is, He was di-
vine. He was God.
He was "God manifested in the

flesh" and this is a tremendous
mystery. "And without contro-
versy great is the mystery of god-
liness: God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen
of angels, preached unto the
Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up into glory."
I Timothy 3:16.

On the other hand, I believe He
actually lived in a human body
and that He suffered in the flesh
(Continued on page 5, column 2)
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"I will take no bullock out of thy house ror he goats out of thy folds. For every beast of
the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills."—Psalm 50:9,10.

Letter To Life

(Continued from page 3)
Trent, December 13, 1545 to De-
cember 4, 1563, said: "Were it
not for the fact that the Baptists
have been grievously tormented
and cut off with the knife during
the PAST 1200 YEARS, they
would swarm greater than all the
reformers . . . £1 the truth of re-
ligion were to be judged by the
readiness and boldness of which
a man or any sect shows in suf-
fering, then the opinions and
persuasions of no sect can be
truer and surer than those of the
Anabaptists, since there have
been none for the 1200 YEARS
PAST that have been more gen-
erally punished or that have been
more cheerfully and steadfastly
undergone, and have offered
themselves to the most cruel sort
of punishment than these people."
"Crossing the Centuries," edi-

ted by William C. King, having
as associate counselors, editors,
collaborators a n d contributors
such as: Cardinal Gibbons, Rom-
an Catholic; Bishop John H. Vin-
cent, Methodist; President Theo-
dore Roosevelt; President Wood-
row Wilson; W. H. P. Founce
(President of Brown University);
Albert Bushnell Hart, Ph.D., L.
L.D., Litt.D., head of the History
Department of Harvard Univer-
sity; George B. Adams, M.A., Ph.
D., Litt.D., of Yale, and many
more such famous men, says: "Of
the Baptists it may be said that
they are not reformers. These
people, comprising bodies of
Christian believers known under
various names in different coun-
tries, are entirely distinct and in-
dependent of the Roman and
Greek churches, and have an UN-
BROKEN CONTINUITY OF EX-
ISTENCE F R 0 M APOSTOLIC
DAYS DOWN THROUGH THE
CENTURIES. Throughout this
long period, they were bitterly
persecuted for heresy, driven
from country to country, disfran-
chised, deprived of their proper-
ty, imprisoned, tortured and slain
by the thousands; yet they swerv-
ed not from their New Testament
faith, doctrine and adherence."
My dear sir, while I quoted

from several of the world's great-
est historians, I could quote from
dozens of others if space permit-
ted. None of these quoted were
Baptist, yet all of them agree that
Baptists have existed since the
days of the apostles, and that the
path traveled by Baptists through
the ages has been one of martyr-
dom and suffering. Surely Bap-
tists can say with the poet:
"Through many dangers, toils

and snares
We have already come;

'Tis grace hath brought us safe
thus far,

And grace will lead us home."

Please do not misunderstand
me, sir, I do not mean to say
that none but Baptists are sav-
ed. Really many so-called Bap-
tists are unsaved. Church mem-
bership will save no one. Instead,
all who have trusted Jesus Christ
as Saviour and have been washed
in His blood (Revelation 1:5) are
sure of Heaven. This is so, re-
gardless of church membership
and baptism. In fact, if he has
neither church membership nor
baptism, yet in his heart has re-
ceived Christ as his Saviour, that
one will go to :Heaven when he
dies, for he has nothing to go
to Hell for, since Christ has al-
ready suffered his Hell on Cal-
vary.

Though we thus believe as to
salvation, we also insist that the
church that Jesus built was a
Baptist Church.
With every good wish to you

in the New Year, and praying
that God shall open your eyes
to the truth of church history, I
am,

Yours most sincerely,
JOHN R. GILPIN, Editor
The Baptist Examiner,

Ashland, Kentucky

Christ . . . Cross

(Continued from page 4)
and that He was tempted as a
man — that He was not tempted
according to Matthew 4 and Luke
4 as God, but that He was tempt-
ed as a man. In James 1:13 we are
told that "God cannot be tempt-
ed, neither tempteth He any
man."
Therefore, Jesus was tempted

as a man. Jesus Christ was so
human that He could go to Ca-
naan and Galilee and enjoy the
wedding festivities that were tak-
ing place but at the same time
He was so divine that when the
wine was exhausted, He turned
the water into wine. See John 2.
I believe with all of my heart

that the water was not just dis-
colored, but that the water actu-
ally became wine, and that it was
intoxicating wine. If you study
that passage closely enough you
will note that the governor was
complimented by the guests on
the fact that he had saved the
best for the last. Now the reason
for that custom, was that in the
beginning you were supposed to
take the best wine and become
slightly intoxicated and the gov-
ernor of the feast could pawn off
on them the bad wine and they

LORD
of life. She became so
and overjoyed at having L.
face to face with a sovereign Gaeu
that she forgot her errand and
left her water pot and went back
into the city and said:
"Come, see a man, which told

me all things that ever I did: is I
not this the Christ?"—John 4:29.
Jesus Christ revealed to this

poor lost and alienated sinner
something that He had never re-
vealed to another human being
and He did this when she said to
Him:
"I know that Messias comeih,

which is called Christ: when He
is come, He will tell us all things.
Jesus saith unto her, I that
speak unto thee am He." — John
4:25,26.
He did not tell it to the priest,

to the kings or nobles but He re-
vealed His Messiahship to this
lonely and lowly woman of Sa-
maria.
I say again that Jesus Christ

is man's only hope and this poor
woman came to this well to get
the water that quenches man's
natural thirst, but Jesus Christ
revealed who He was, and who
He is. He gave her the water of
life and she went on her way re-
joicing.

wouldn't know the difference.
Therefore, they complimented
him and gaid have saved the
best for the last.

I want you to notice another
thing. Jesus was so human that
He grew weary at sea. According
to Mark, He grew so weary that
He went down into the hinder
part of the ship, and went to
sleep. His body was tired.. He
was exhausted and thus He went
to sleep. His divinity was seen
when the storm began to rage
and the waves began to mount
higher and higher until they got
into the ship. It is a fearful thing
for a ship as small as that one
was, to be in the sea. It says that
one of the disciples went down
and awoke the Master and asked
Him the question "Carest thou
not that we perish?" Mark 4:38.
Jesus, of course, reprimanded

them for their lack of faith and
stood on deck and lifted the
hands that were soon to be nail-
ed to Calvary's cross and spoke
peace to the raging storm. The
waves quickly and immediately
subsided and became still. I say
therefore this evening that He
can still the raging storm at sea.
He can still the raging storm in
the hearts of lost and alien sin-
ners. He can calm the fevered
brow. He can speak peace to the
troubled mind and to the troubl-
ed heart. Every person that has
been saved, first became rather
disturbed and often times emo-
tionally upset. The Word of God
is preached and suddenly they
dome to see themselves as being
helpless, hopeless, lost and on
the road to Hell. A storm begins
to rage in their hearts. This storm
engulfs their entire being until
after awhile, perhaps days, I've
seen men when they have been
forced to cry out, "What in the
world can I do?"
I have always tried to be hon-

est with people and tell them the
absolute truth. I have taken the
Word of God and read John 6 to
them. I have suddenly seen the
storm that was reflected in their
faces (because faces are the mir-
rors of human hearts) become
calm and the turmoil all vanish,
and they suddenly became still
and quiet because Jesus Christ,
the divine Son of God, had spok-
en peace to their troubled souls
and had given them the assur-
ance that they belonged to Him.
Jesus was so human He sat

down on Jacob's well. He was
weary from His long day's jour-
ney — traveling the dusty roads
of Judea; climbing the mountain
sides and leaving His footprints
upon the sands of time. This man
was God manifested in the flesh,
and yet being so human He sat
down and was resting on the

Jesus Christ was so human that
He stood in the garden where
Lazarus' body reposed and the
saddest verse in the Bible is
where we are told that He wept.
When God's people have been
beaten down into the dust of the
earth, and despondency has grab-
bed hold of their hearts, and they
have been made to cry out in
their hopelessness, and in their
despair because a loved one has
passed away, Jesus Christ whisp-
ers peace to them and calms
them. God speaks to the hearts of
His people when they are in deep
sorrow. You notice that Martha
and Mary, the sisters of Lazarus,
were weeping and the neighbors
and friends were weeping and it
says in verse 35 "Jesus wept."
This one little verse containing

only two words has resounded
around this earth and has been
a comfort in the storitit' of life.
It has calmed the raging storms
that often times breaks our hearts
and our souls.
Every tear that has fallen from

an eye of a child of God, Jesus
Christ has seen. Jesus has looked
down from His heavenly home
and looked upon everyone of
those tears. Jesus sees us in our
worst moments and in our best
moments because Jesus Christ is
our constant companion. He is
our sufferer. He is our divine
helper. Jesus Christ is our bless-
ed kinsmen redeemer and under-
stands all of our sorrows and all
of our troubles.
Let me tell you this evening,

here stands a preacher that speaks
out of bitter experience. I have
been beaten down time after
time. Sometimes young preach-
ers don't think of the preachers
who have been preaching for 30
or 40 years as ever having trouble
and sorrow. Brother, I've had it,
I know what it means to suffer.
I know what it means to be beat-
en down until I reach up with
hands that seemingly cling to the
very garments of the divine Son
of God, and beg for mercy, and
for divine assistance, and never
let go like Jacob of old, until God
blesses me.

And so there in the silent city
of the dead the tears of Jesus
trickle down His face and sparkle
like diamonds in the sun, and
they fell upon the ground in that
sacred place, and forever hallow-
ed and sanctified t h e place
where they fell, for here were
the tears of the Redeemer. He
was so divine, bless God, that
He stood there and said, "Lazar-
us, come forth." And Lazarus
arose from the dead and walked
out of that grave and Jesus said,
"Loose him and let him go." You
can readily see that Jesus Christ
is the power of God.
You know Jesus was so human

on Calvary's cross. He was then
drinking the last bitter dregs of
the wrath of Almighty God, and
I'll tell you every sin, of every

Eld. Fred T. Halliman
Missionary To
New Guinea

cou..
Him wa,
ape and
elect practice
ife or shall ever
Christ took His people
Calvary's Cross according to .1._
hew 27:46.
He cried out with a loud cry,

"My God, my God, why hast thou
forsaken me?" Jesus Christ was
tasting death for His people. He
was bearing His people's sins.
The earth had been cloaked in
darkness. The sun had gone down
at the noon hour and the quiet-
ness could almost be heard, but
there came that one cry from
Calvary's Cross, "My God."

It is heart rending when you
think how the Creator of this
universe according to Col. 1:15
made the world for Himself, and
nothing consists without Him,
and yet He died like a common
criminal upon the cross. He cried,
"My God, why hast thou for-
saken me." He was so divine in
the blackness of that hour when
that old thief who had expe-
rienced the repentance that God
gave, said, "Lord remember me
when thou comest into thy king-
dom." Luke 23:42 and Jesus said,
"Today shalt thou be with me
in paradise."
Jesus was so human that He

cried out upon the cross, "I thirst"
and they gave Him vinegar mix-
ed with gall to drink and He
refused to drink it. He was so di...
vine that He dismissed His own
spirit. In Luke 23:46 He said,
"Father, into thy hands I com-
mend my spirit."
Fellowship had been temporar-

ily severed. It had been interrupt-
ed but was now restored because
Jesus Christ had paid the debt.
He met the fierce demands of the
law. He paid the debt for every-
one of His people. He had paid
for their sins and so now fellow-
ship is restored. "Father, into thy
hands I commend my spirit."
Thus the ground of our hope is
in the death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ.
Without Calvary we would

have no hope. The Apostle Paul
said in Ephesians 2:12 and 13 that
without Christ men have no hope.
I tell you the masses of this earth
have no hope. Even the elect of
God that does not •have the as-
surance of salvation within him-
self, has no hope because you
cannot know that you are an
elect of God until you believe.
Election is unto faith according
to II Thess. 2:13. Election is unto
obedience. I Peter 1:2. Election is
unto holiness. Ephesians 1:4. No
man has a right to say that he is
an elect of God who lives in open
rebellion against Him. I say to
you, no man has any hope until
he knows Jesus Christ as his
personal Kinsman and Redeemer
or until the Son of God has been
crowned in his heart as the King
of Kings and the Lord of Lords.
Without Calvary justice could
never have been satisfied. Jesus
died in satisfying the justice of
God. You and I could go to Hell
and live throughout the endless
ages of a never-ending eternity,
but we could never satisfy justice.
Jesus satisfied the justice of God,
meeting the fierce demands of
the law of God, and satisfied it
all, and in doing so, satisfied Him-
self.

In Isaiah 53:11, you will notice:
"When He shall see of the tra-

vail of His soul, He shall be satis-
fied." Notice this. I tell you the
sword of divine justice was
sheathed when Jesus Christ died
upon Calvary's Cross but it was
all gory and red with the blood
of the Son of God as it pierced
His side. God said, "I am satis-
fied," and Jesus said, "I am sat-
isfied." And you and I when we
stand in His presence will also
say, "We are satisfied."
Without Calvary, there could

(Continued on page 6, column 5)
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Those who have not experienced a "second birth" shall experience the "second death."

E lodge. This is a selfish obligation.
Compare it with the obligation of

1 the church of Christ. Compare it
1r with the attitude which is con-
tinually presented to us in the

- Word of God, not merely to re-
frain from giving offense to those
whom it is decidedly to our ad-
vantage to protect, but to love
our enemies and to do good to
them that hate us and persecute
us, and pray for them that de-

,1 spitefully use us.

T The Lodge Is Anti-Christian

Again, in conduct and propa-
ganda the lodge is ANTI-CHRIS-
TIAN. Now, I realize that there
) are many lodge members, and
• :nany who are not members, who
say that this is not true, "for,"
say they, "is not one of the requi-
sites for membership in these
mdges a belief in God? Do they
not require the candidate to ex-
press his belief in God?" The an-
swer is that many of them do,
and the committee which is ap-
pointed to call upon the candidate
to examine him as to his fitness
for membership asks the ques-
tion, "Do you believe in God?"

( But what God do they mean? Do
E they mean the God of the Bible
( or some other god?

This is a most important con-
sideration, and one which I
should like to emphasize at this
point. To the man or woman who
has not been Scripturally taught,
the name of God used in connec-
tion with a movement or a so-
called religion is apparently all

1\

Secret Societies profusely used and in some of
the degrees, even the name of
Christ that it renders the whole

(Continuea from page one) conception of both God and of
swear that I will keep the secrets Christ, but we find such a wrong
of a companion . . . sacred and procedure akin to blasphemy.
Inviolable." Here no crime is ex-
:epted. This is simply wicked be- Masonry's Use of the

• ,Tond expression. In other degrees Scriptures

the candidate is compelled to take Let me give you an example.
1 an obligation that he will not In probably the best known of
f harm the relatives or women the secret orders extant today, I
members of the families of the refer to Masonry, the name of

Christ is deliberately stricken out

from the Scripture passages used
in the rituals, where the name of
Christ occurs in the Bible in those
passages. This is also true of most
other lodges. In the charge to be
read at the opening of one of the
degrees the following Scripture
passage is given, "If so be ye have
tasted that the Lord is gracious,
to whom coming, as unto a liv-
ing stone, disallowed of men, but
chosen of God, and precious, ye
also, as lively stones, are built
up a spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up sacrifices,
acceptable to God. Wherefore
also it is contained in the Scrip-
tures, etc." This is a quotation of
I Peter 2:3-6, but please notice
that the words "by Jesus Christ"
which occur in the Bible are
omitted in the lodge ritual. It is
not a misprint; this passage is
printed in this mutilated form in
other rituals and not only that,
but we are assured in a note on
one of the passages that it is
printed in this form purposely,
for it says, "The passages are
taken with slight modification,
from the second chapter of the
First Epistle of Peter."

Is it a "slight modification" to
take out the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ from Scripture pas-
sages where it occurs? The name
of Jesus Christ is deleted. We im-
mediately see the terrible omis-
sion when we realize that the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ is
the only name in which is salva-
tion.

that is necessary, in many cases,
to stamp that movement or that Another example is found in

one of the other degrees, where IIreligious belief as a good one. But 
a study of the Word of God re- Thessalonians 

3:6 is quoted, "Now

veals to us that merely the use of we command 
you, brethren, that

the name "God" is not all that is ye 
withdraw yourselves from

necessary. For example, there is every 
brother that walketh dis-

orderly and not after the tradi-the God of the Pantheists, who 
tion which he received of us." Thesay that God is found in the uni- 

verse as a whole and that there words "in 
the name of our Lord

is no God other than the dombin- Jesus 
Christ," are omitted in the

ed forces and laws manifested in ritual. 
It originally reads, "Now

the existing universe. This, you we command 
you, brethren, in

see, is a conception of God quite the 
name of our Lord Jesus

different from that which the Christ, that ye 
withdraw your-

selves" etc. And then the use ofScripture portrays, for Scripture 
sets forth a God who is a Person; II 

Thessalonians 3:12, "Now them
that are such we command andthat is, who has the attributes of 

personality, who thinks, who exhort that 
with quietness they

hears, who feels, who sees, who 
work, and eat their own bread."

loves, who speaks. Here again the words "by our

Then there is the God of the 
Lord Jesus Christ" are omitted
in the ritual.

Mohammedan — Allah — a God
whose only prophet was Moham- The lodges, therefore, only rec-

med. This is not at all the Scrip- 
ognize a Supreme Being in the

tural conception of God. There is 
universe. The Mohammedan, the

the God of the Buddhist, the God
of the Theosophist, the God of the
Confucianist, the God of all of
the false religions which is not
the God of the Bible.
The God of the Bible is the God

;vho is revehled in saving power
alone in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who came to earth in the flesh,
taking upon Himself the form of
the servant and becoming obedi-
ent unto death, even the death of
the cross, where He shed His pre-
cious blood, bearing in His own
body our sins, becoming our sub-
stitute, dying in our place, that
He might bring us to God, that
He might reconcile us to God. It
is not sufficient, therefore, to say
that we believe in God, or in a
God, but the question is, what is
our conception of God? We must
believe in God as revealed in the
Scripture, in ne person of the
Lox d Jesus Christ. We must be-
lieve in the Triune God — God
the Father, God the Son, and God
the Holy Spirit, yet one Godhead.
Three persons, yet one. We must
believe in not merely a God who
creates but the Lord Jehovah who
redeems.

When we investigate the ritual
and tenets of the secret orders,
we find that the name of God is
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the light of God's revealed plan.
Failure to do this only leads to
all kinds of error.

The whole structure of lodge
procedure is built upon the er-
roneous teaching of the "univer-
sal fatherhood of God" and the
"universal brotherhood of man"
(Jno. 8:44); and the necessity for
salvation alone by grace through
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
(Ephesians 2:8,9) is entirely ig-
nored. It is true that there are
many Christians in the lodges,
but they do not belong there.
They are disregarding the Scrip-
tural injunction "be not unequal-
ly yoked together with unbeliev-
ers" (II Corinthians 6:14-18).
Some claim that these secret or-
ders are not religious but the fact
nevertheless remains that most of
them are so regarded, and were
so regarded by the founders of
the orders and by those who have
authority in them.

Jew, the Christian are all on
equal footing in the lodge, and if
the Mohammedan, the Jew and
the Christian are worshipping in
a manner true to their faith this
is an absolutely impossible situa-
tion.

The Lodge and the Bible

The question is often asked, in
defense of the lodge, "Do they not
use the Bible? Do they not quote
from the -Bible regularly, and is
not the work of the lodge found-
ed upon the Bible? It is only
necessary to reply that the Uni-
tarian uses the Bible, but he de-
nies the Lord Jesus as Saviour.
The follower of Eddyism uses the
Bible, but it is so completely dis-
torted and so impossibly inter-
preted as to render it absolutely
null and void so far as its power
is concerned. Satan, when he
tempted the Lord Jesus, quoted
Scripture, but he used it in an
erroneous way. It is not enough
to quote Scripture and it is not
enough to take portions of Scrip-
ture entirely out of their context,
and so distort them and so ap-
ply them as to prove a false belief
or establish an unscriptural
teaching. If we take one portion
of Scripture here and one por-
tion there, taking them entirely
out of their setting historically
a n d prophetically, combining
them as we see fit, that is handl-
ing the Word of God deceitfully
(II Cor. 2:17; 14:2). We must read
Scripture and understand it in

One cannot believe in the re-
ligion of these secret orders and
at the same time be a true be-
liever in the Christian faith. They
are absolutely opposite. For ex-
ample, I cannot believe John 1:
12, "To as many as received him,
to them gave he the power (or
the authority) to become the sons
of God, even to those that be-
lieve on his name," and still be
lieve in the universal fatherhood
of God and the universal broth-
erhood of man, which teaches that
God is the Father of every man.
There are two opposite beliefs.
I cannot believe that I am saved
only by grace through faith in
the Lord Jesus Christ, and still
believe in the religion of the
lodge which teaches that we are
saved by character and good
works.

In some of the higher degrees
of Masonry the name of Jesus
Christ is used, but investigation
will reveal the fact that salvation
through the Lord Jesus Christ
is not taught, in the Sdriptural
method, but rather salvation by
an entirely different method. If
these degrees are studied in the
light of Scripture, it will be found
that the use of the name of Jesus
Christ is very subtly introduced
but not to teach salvation by
grace through faith in His shed
blood.

Lel! 27' ..FZ

given outside the jurisdiction of
a court: Matthew 5:34-37, "But I
say unto you, Swear not at all;
neither by heaven, for it is God's
throne; neither by the earth, for
it is his footstool; neither by
Jerusalem, for it is the city of
the great King. Neither shalt thou
swear by thy head, because thou
canst not make one hair white or
black, but let your communica-
tion be, Yea, yea; Nay, Nay; for
whatsoever is more than these
cometh of the evil one."

The Religion of the Lodge is
Unitarian

There are many more things
which might be said concerning
this question, but in conclusion,
I should like to make a few brief
quotations from a pamphlet, writ-
ten by Elijah Alfred Coyle, a Uni-
tarian minister and at one time
also Worshipful Master of the
Masonic lodge in Marietta, Ohio
and called "The Relation of the
Liberal Churches and the Fra-
ternal Orders." This pamphlet is
published for free distribution
by the American Unitarian Asso-
ciation, in Boston, Mass.

It might be well to state that
the Unitarian belief is that which
denies the doctrine of the Trin-
ity—they believe that God exists
only in one person. This Unitar-
ian belief, of course, denies the
Saviorhood of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the doctrine of the
Holy Spirit in its Trinitarian as-
pect.
This Unitarian writer says,

after giving a short sketch of the
origin of the Unitarian movement
in this country:

"It is becoming more and more
clear to me as the facts relating to
the subject are brought out, that
the fraternities (and undoubtedly
he means the fraternal orders and
lodges) and churches called 'Lib-
eral' have been working along
parallel lines; but, because the
one puts the chief emphasis upon
the fatherhood of God and there-
fore emphasizes theology, while
the other puts the chief emphasis
(Continued on page 7, column 1)

We cannot obey the commands
of the Lord Jesus Christ and be-
long to these secret orders. In
Matthew 5:14-16 we read, "ye are
the light of the world; let your
light so shine before men that
others may see your good works
and glorify your Father which is
in heaven." Organized secrecy
does not even permit its members
to pass on to the world these
things which they receive. They
are put under the most horrible
oaths ever to conceal and never
to reveal them. If they have the
truth, it should be given to as
many as possible and r.ot be con-
cealed from those outside the
lodge.

Listen to another command of
the Lord Jesus in respect to oaths

tbs4

Christ . . . Cross

(Continued from page five)
not have been an empty tomb.
Without an empty tomb man is
without hope. The Apostle Paul
said in I Cor. 15:17, "If Christ be
not raised, your faith is vain."
And in the next verse He said
"Then they also which are fallen
asleep in Christ are perished."
Then in the next verse He said,

"If in this life only we have hope
in Christ, we are of all men most
miserable." I Cor. 15:19. But then
in verse 20, He raises to the
heights and says, "But now is
Christ risen from the dead, and
become the firstfruits of them
that slept."

There came a time when the
women went to visit the tomb
and there the angel sat and said,
"I know whom ye seek. Ye seek

Jesus of Nazareth. He is not here.
He is risen as He said." And Jes-
us burst asunder the powers of
death, arose triumphant and vic-
torious over Hell and the grave
and said, "I have in my hands
the keys of death, the keys of the
grave, and the keys of Hell, I am
alive forever more." He lives to-
day. I know that He lives because
He lives within my heart. With-
out Calvary there could not have
been an empty tomb.
In Romans 1:4 He was "De-

clared to be the Son of God with
power according to the spirit of
holiness, by the resurrection from
the dead."
He conquered death. He over-

came death. He made a laughing
stock of Hell. He conquered death
and arose from the dead. I tell
you, I have a hope in the resur-
rection. When they take this old
carcass of mine out to the silent
city of the dead I don't want the
preacher to stand there and try
to eulogize. I want him to say
that here is a man that died be-
cause of sin. Sin is a thing that
brought both physical and spirit-
ual death into this world, but I
also want that man to tell the
people there is going to come a
day when the divine Son of God
is going to call for Wayne Cox
and I am going to rise from the
grave. I am going to look back to
that yawning chasm that once
contained all that was mortal of
me and I am going to shout the
gladsome song, "Oh, grave, where
is thy victory? Oh death, where
is thy sting?" I am going to rise
to meet the Lord in the air. I
Thess. 4:13-17.
Jesus Christ is going to reign

on this earth one of these days
until the last enemy has been
destroyed. The whole earth has
been redeemed by Jesus Christ.
He bought this earth and paid
for it. He is going to come one
day to claim it. He is going to
claim it and He is going to purge
it. He is going to purify it and
He is going to reign until the last
enemy has been destroyed. You
know death is an enemy. I hate
death. Death is a terrible thing.
Death is an awful thing and
leaves a vacuum in the heart of
those who have lost loved ones.
But Jesus is going to reign until
the last enemy is destroyed. I
Cor. 15:26 says, "The last enemy
that shall be destroyed is death."

He is going to banish every foe.
He is gcring to destroy every ene-
my. He is going to hand back
this old earth to God as perfect,
actually, or more perfect, having
reclaimed more than Adam ever
lost. You and I are going to stand
before Him. We are going to take
what few crowns or rewards that
we may have and gently lay them
at the feet of Jesus Christ and
we're going to sing the gladsome
song, "To God Be The Glory."

Are you saved tonight? Do you
know Jesus Christ? Is He your
hope? Do you know Him? Really
know Him? I believe that every
soul that is saved knows Jesus.
Do you know Him?



The sure cure for depression is praise.

Eld. Wm. C. Burket
Missionary To
Navajo Indians

WM. C. BURKET

Send your offerings for the sup-
port of Brother William C. Bur-
ket to:
Navajo Missions
c/o Calvary Baptist Church
P.O. Box 910
Ashland, Kentucky 41101

Be sure to state that the offer-
ing is for the mission work of
the Navajo Indians. Do not say
that it is for missions as this will
only be confusing since we have
other mission works.

Write Brother Burket frequent-
ly. His address is:

Elder William C. Burket
208 E. Tycksen Street
Farmington, N. M. 87401
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Secret Societies

(Continued from page 6)
upon the brotherhood of man,
and therefore emphasizes social-
ogy, they have not realized that
they were occupying practically
the same ground. (Please notide
that statement especially, to the
effect that the Liberal churches
and the fraternal orders, because
of the similarity of their purposes
and standards, have been occupy-
ing practically the same ground).
They have not therefore always
supplemented each other's work
as they should do. Evidences of a
better understanding are now ap-
pearing and there is promise that
real cooperation will ensue. I
have often thought in recent
years that I should like to organ-
ize a Sunday School class and use
a textbook the Monitors of our
leading fraternal orders and show
the members of those organiza-
tions the logic of the principles
to which they in their lodges are
pledged. Nearly all of those Mon-
itors have, as their very heart,
the `fatherhood of God,' the
'brotherhood of man,' immortal-
ity, and salvation by character
(Please note that), principles very
familiar to every Unitarian Sun-
day School scholar who has been
properly taught in the fundamen-
tals of our faith. There are lodge
men who, in the churches, sub-
scribe to the doctrine that 'we are
accounted righteous before God
only for the merit of our Lord
and Saviour Jesus Christ, by
faith, and not for our own works
or deserving' and enthusiastically
join in the singing of hymns in
which that idea is embodied.
Then in their lodge meetings they
just as enthusiastidally assent
to the following declaration: 'al-
though our thought, word, and
action may be hidden from the
eyes of men, yet that All-Seeing
eye, whom the sun, moon and
stars obey, and under whose
watchful care even comets per-
form their stupendous revolution,
pervades the inmost recesses of
the human heart and will reward
us according to our merit.' A lit-
tle child, once his attention is
called to the matter, ought to be
able to see that it is impossible to
harmonize the creed statement
here quoted, with the declaration
taken from the Monitor of one
of the greatest and most effective
secret orders, and found in sub-
stance in the liturgies of nearly
all the others. If we are account-
ed righteous before God only for

the merit of our Lord and Sa-
viour Jesus Christ by faith, and
for our own works or deservings,
then it cannot possibly be true
that the All-Seeing eye pervades
the inmost recesses of the human
heart and will reward us accord-
ing to our merit. One of these
declarations excludes the other."
And so we find another confir-

mation of the fact that the re-
ligion of the lodge is Unitarian,
and while the name of God is
used it is not the God of the Bi-
ble — the God revealed as the
Father, the Son — the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the Holy Spirit.
As chaplain in the Masonic

lodge, I offered the prayers of
the lodge and heard many others
offered, but never once in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ.
His name is excluded. Certainly
it must be very plain that a true
believer in Jesus Christ can have
no fellowship in that kind of or-
ganization.

The Christian an Example
to the World

I am aware of the fact that
there are many ministers, and
leading Christian laymen who
are members of these lodges, but
that fact only proves more con-
clusively the danger of this kind
of thing and the subtlety with
which it operates. Satan clothes
himself as an angel of light and
many times deceives Christian
people. He seems to delight in
entangling believers in these
compromising situations so that
their testimony is dulled or com-
pletely nullified.
Oh, that these Christian lead-

ers, who are involved in these
unchristian affiliations, might
come to realize the tremendous
responsibility resting upon them
in furnishing the incentive and
setting the example by their as-
sociation in these orders, to so
many people, who, looking to
them for leadership, are taken
into the lodges, thinking that it
must be all right because these
Christian men and women are in
them.
I plead with Christian men and

women who may read this, who
are members of lodges, to come
out from among them. The need
today is for separated Christians,
Christians who will not compro-
mise, Christians who are willing
to be called narrow and bigoted
for the sake of the Lord Jesus;
Christians who are willing to suf-
fer persedution if need be, rather
than jeopardize their testimony.
We have the Lord Jesus Christ,
What need we more for this world
or for eternity? We have the
Holy Spirit dwelling in us as
believers and we do not need
these worldly institutions for our
profit or for our advancement.
"What concord hath Christ with
Belial, or what fellowship hath
he that believeth with an unbe-
liever?"
As a Christian, what answer

will you give to the question
which the Lord Jesus one day
must ask you: "How could you
as a follower of me, swear in an
oath to maintain allegiance to an
organization and a system which
rejected me, your Saviour and
Lord?" We cannot serve God and
Mammon, either we will be abso-
lutely true to the Lord Jesus,
or we will forsake our allegiance
for something which compromises
or rejects Him.
May God grant that many,

reading these lines, may heed the
warning against this false system
of religion, this snare and coun-
terfeit of Satan.

`&`w\

Human Ego
(Continued from page one)

tism. Paul saw the situation and
he said with reference to a
whole group of people, "Every-
man seeketh •his own, and not
the things of Jesus Christ."
(Phil. 2:21).

Old human ego—SELF—play-
ed a big part with the disciples
of Jesus. At-the last supper a
quarrel broke out among them
as to who was the greatest. "I
think I am the greatest . . I
think I am the big one of the
bunch" — that was the attitude.
What About Old Ego Today?
It is very pronounced. We see

it in the Ministry, and often

HERE IS A DEATH THAT IS . . .

PRECIOUS TO THE LORD
T. L. GRIFFIN

Tuscaloosa, Alabama

"Precious in the sight of the
Lord is the death of his saints."
—Psalm 116:15.
Much of the 116th Psalm is

praise and gratitude to God for
Ills glorious blessings to His peo-
ple, but the text which we have
chosen is looking directly from
God's side concerning one of His
own, as he passes into the Lord's
presence from out of the vale
of the flesh.
Note the words — IN THE

SIGHT OF. In the text we notice
that a dying saint is an object
of special notice unto the Lord.
In fact, this passage is one of

preachers do not recognize that
self is put first. Why do preach-
ers become stooges of their de-
nomination? Why do they put
up with things that they know
are not right? Why do they go
ahead 'helping to support insti-
tutions that are filled with mod-
ernism and inf idelity? The
answer is simple. They know that
if they don't cry loyalty to the
denomination and to all that is
fostered by it, they will be brand-
ed as disloyal and will be hind-
ered from rising in the ministry.
They won't get the prestige of
places on "boards" and "commit-
tees," etc. Also they will be hind-
ered from obtaining good pastor-
ates. The interest of self — place
— power   honor — prestige
— these are at stake, and rather
than risk the interests of self, the
Lord's interests are betrayed. De-
nominations have gone infidel
because of enough of that sort of
thing. Baptists are becoming a
servile people, dominated by the
denomination, because of that
very thing.
Ego The Big Thing In Churches
Many church members don't

realize how big a place their self-
ish old ego plays. Everything is
okey dokey until something
comes up in which they are led
to feel slighted, then they sud-
denly go sour and they are ready
to cause a church fuss or else
they will pull out and move their
membership. Over what? Hurt
ego. "My feelings have been
hurt!" So what? We have seen
people go and join a church that
practiced things they didn't be-
lieve — that was run unscrip-
turally. We have seen people
leave a church in which they be-
lieved. Why? Just because their
feelings had been wounded about
something or other. In other
words, they subordinated the
truth and the right for the sake
of a ruffled and bruised ego.
We have seen church members

go along for several years back-
ing the preaching that hit other
people and saying "Amen." Then
one day the preacher happened
to step on their pet sin or fail-
ing, and oh boy—! They couldn't
take it. "The very idea of talk-
ing about something that I am
guilty of!" "Why that singles ME
out for rebuke."
We have seen people serve in

office, then suddenly they up
and resigned. It had come to
them that somebody had criti-
cized them about something or
other and they cculdn't bear the
thought. Of course Jesus was
crucified and many of the fol-
lowers of Christ have been mar-
tyred, but oh horrors of horrors,
how awful that somebody should
criticize ME! "Let Jesus bear
the cross alone — a pin prick of
criticism has nearly killed me."
The egotists who in reality

serve self under the guise of
Christians are disgusting. All of
us are disgusting when we wilt
down before anything that hurts
our human pride. It shows that
SELF is the big thing — not
Christ and His cause and the
souls of men and women. Ego —
self — human pride — feelings
are back behind most church
troubles. What is needed is a
backyard crucifixion of SELF,
such that we can take some criti-
cisms, reproaches, and even kicks
and cuffs for the sake of the
Lord whom we love.

many comforting and blessed
passages of Holy Scripture con-
cerning that event we know as
dearth.
"God is our refuge and

strength, a very present help in
time of trouble."--Psalm 46:1.
"When thou passest through

the waters, I will be with thee."
—Isaiah 43:2.
What is it that makes the death

of God's saints to be precious in
His sight?

Their very persons is precious
to Him, so certainly their death.
They in the very first place were
precious as they stood in God's
sight in the covenant of grace,
to be represented in their surety.
This grace was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began.
Read II Timothy 1:9, 10.
"The Lord hath appeared of

o/d unto me, saying, Yea, I have
loved thee with an everlasting
love, therefore, with loving kind-
ness have I drawn thee."—Jer.
31:3.
"Unto him that loved us and

washed us from our sins in his
own blood."—Rev. 1:5.
"Now before the feast of the

Passover, when Jesus knew that
his hour was come that he should
depart out of this world unto
the Father, having loved his own
which were in the world, he
loved them unto the end." —
John 13:1.
"But God, who is rich in mercy,

for his great love with which he
loved us."--Eph. 2:4.
"Even when we were dead in

sins, hath quickened us together
with Christ (by grace are ye
saved)."—Eph. 2:5.

It is a glorious truth that God's
saints were so precious to him
that He gave His Son to ransom
them. Therefore, they do not even
belong to themselves, for they are
bought with a price. (I Corinth-
ians 6:19, 20). They are so pre-
cious to Him that nothing can
separate them from the love
which is' in Christ Jesus our Lord
(Romans 8:35, 39).

II

The death of a saint is pre-
cious to the Lord, because death
is 'the termination of the saint's
sorrow and suffering. It is true
that many times saints suffer in
the sojourn of the flesh. Here at
this point is a good place to use
the inspired words of the great
Apostle Paul:
"For I reckon that the suffer-

ings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in
us."—Ram. 8:18.
While I do not believe that

the saint at death enters into all
that Heaven will hold for him,
it is indeed a glorious truth that
this event does terminate the
saint's sufferings because he goes
to be with the Lord. Read II Cor-
inthians 5:8.
His already perfeoted spirit is

immediately released from the
earthly house. Read II Corinth-
ians 5:1.
The saint goes into a state of

(blessed consciousness never to
be separated from the presence
of the Lord, yet awaiting the
resurrection which will produce
his perfect glorified body fash-
ioned like unto Christ's glorious
body. Read Philippians 3:20,21.

A saint's death is precious in
God's sight, even in this experi-
ence of passing into the unseen
so far as the natural side is con-
cerned. The Lord further displays
His sufficiency. In fact, in the
sufficiency of God's grace, there
is a three fold sufficiency: First,
saving grace. Second,living grace.
Third, grace for our dying hour.
Oh, how helpless and needy is
even a saint in the hour of death,
but even in this hour, God's Word
speaks to His saint.

In Isaiah 41:10 we read:
"Fear not, for I am with thee,

Be thou not dismayed, for I ain,
thy God, I will strengthen thee,
yea,' I will uphold thee with the
right hand of my righteousness."

Eld. Fred T. Hallimar
Missionary To
New Guinea

FRED T. HALLIMAN

Send your offerings for ti
support of Brother Fred T. Hal
man to:
New Guinea Missions
c/o Calvary Baptist Church
P.O. Box 910
Ashland, Kentucky 41101
Be sure to state that the offei

frig is for the mission work o'
New Guinea. Do not say that i4
is for missions as this will on]
be confusing since we have all( -
mission works.

Write Brother Halliman fr,
quently. His address is:
Elder Fred T. Halliman
Sovereign Grace Baptist Missic
Koroba Free Bag, via Mendi
Territory, Papua. New Guinea

"Yea, though I walk throur
the valley of the shadow of deal
I will fear no evil, for thou a
with me, thy rod and thy sta
they comfort me."—Ps. 23:4.
In the light of these promis.

of God to His saints, we shoul
never think of a saint's death r
hideous or horrible but as pre
cious in God's very sight.
"The sting of death is sin, am

the strength of sin is the law:
—I Car. 15:56.
Yes, there is still sin in t1"

flesh of a saint of God, and Gc
may in His own wise purpo
permit many a saint to suff
even for extended periods
time. Certainly, the sting of dea'
is to be dreaded, but look on
verse '57. Here we are told:
"But thanks be to God, w"

giveth us the victory through o
Lord Jesus Christ." — I Cc.
15:57.
In fact, the 15th chapter (

I 'Corinthians is one of the gre
chapters of the Bible. As ti
Apostle Paul is moved upon L
the Holy Spirit in this portio
of Divine revelation, this char.
ter presents to us the Gospel
verses one through four. Her.
we find that Christ died for our
sins, that He was buried, and tha4
He rose again the third day ac
cording to the Scriptures. In 11,
mans' 4:25, we are also told tha
"Christ was delivered for our o
fenses, but was raised again f‘
our justification." The death r
Christ is so important as to o
salvation that it cannot be ove
'emphasized, but the res'urrecti,
of Christ is the foundation fa
[upon which Christianity is bui
This is noted in I Cor. 15:12-2
Let's take note carefully here
verse 19 which says:
"If in this life only we ho'

hope in Christ we are of all m'
most miserable."
Christ also said in John 12:2
"Verily, verily I say unto yo

Except a corn of wheat fall in
the ground and die it abide'
alone, but if it die, it bringez
forth much fruit."
Here Christ is emphasizing

necessity of His death. Certain'
He was already in possession I
power to exercise mastery ov
death as He had proven in thr
recorded cases. First, the raisi)
of Janus' daughter (Matt. 9:1
26). Second, the widow's son

..(Continued on page 8, ,column '
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Belie? lo go lo Heaven in rags than lo Hell in robes?
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CONCERNING THE LABOR DAY WEEK-END CONFERENCE
AT CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH OF ASHLAND, KENTUCKY

THOUGHT MESSAGES
WERE FROM GOD

The messages were from God
— the singing was heavenly
the food fit for a king. May the
God of all grace enable Calvary
Baptist Church to continue this
Conference "til He comes."

Eld. and Mrs. Milburn Cockrell,
Dorsey, Mississippi.

HEART BLESSED
BY CONFERENCE

Once again our hearts have
been blessed to be here at the
Conference. Many of the mes-
sages have been wonderful, but
especially the one on justifica-
tion by Bro. Wayne Cox. Thanks
again for making this possible.

Eloise Howard,
Strongsville, Ohio

BROUGHT CLOSER TO
THE THRONE OF GOD
My impressions are that the

Conference brings the Christian
closer to the throne of God than
any other thing on this earth. I
believe this because the Wonder-
ful, All-powerful, All-sovereign
God has been exalted and the
Saviour of my soul glorified. It

has rejoiced my heart to hear of
the most precious subjects my
ears have ever heard; and the
sweetness and purity of His
Word. My cup is truly full and
running over with blessings.

Katny Jackson,
Lexington, Ky.

FIRST TIME, BUT
EXPECTS TO COME BACK

This is my first visit to the
Conference and I just thank the
Lord for giving me a chance to
hear these great speakers speak
the true Word of God. I hope to
be able to come back, the Lord
willing.

Geraldine McClain,
Beaverton, Michigan

MESSAGES CAME
FROM SPEAKER'S HEARTS

I do feel this Conference has
been one wherein the messages
preached have truly been that
which came from the heart of
each speaker. There was not an
over-lapping, which I feel has
been true in the past. I really
have been encouraged through
this Conference. All who attend-
ed this Conference must have
been blessed of the Lord. Surely

SAY, BAPTIST FRIEND
How about sending ten "subs" for ten

of your Baptist friends who need the Truth
this paper stands for?

TEN SUBS $10.00
IN ADDITION, WE WILL RENEW YOUR OWN FREE!

(No less than ten "subs" accepted at this price.)
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GIVE US READERS
We Will Give Them The Truth

Calvary Baptist Church has made
us welcome and the food was the
best quality. The place we stayed
could not have been better. How
good to be here and meet the
many friends and fellowship again
around the blessed finished work
of our Lord and Master!

Gene Hensley,
Kansas

ENJOYED THESE
CONFERENCES

I have enjoyed this years' Bi-
ble Conference. It has been a
blessing to be here. I hope we
can come next year. This has
been the third Conference I've
attended and I have enjoyed
them all.

Mary Toll
Riverdale, Maryland

SOUL REFRESHED
AND REVIVED

I thank God for this Conference
and the great refreshing and re-
vival that came into my soul.
Many of the messages made me
to rejoice in my Sovereign Sa-
viour's love and mercy toward
me. Thank you Bro. Gilpin and
Calvary Baptist Church for this
great Conference that my family
and I were able to attend. By
God's grace and mercy we hope
to be able to come again next
year. May God richly bless you.

Mrs. James Schafer,
Houston, Texas

THINKS CONFERENCE
AN IDEAL PLACE

This is the ideal place to go to
get the ample amount of food,
both physical a n d especially
spiritual. I thank God for the lo-
cal, New Testament, Independ-
ent Baptist Church — Calvary
Baptist Church — as well as the
pastor and not forgetting the
Baptist Examiner. It is certainly
beautiful to have fellowship with
the brethren of like faith and
practice.

Eld. E. W. (Bill) Hall.
Orlando, Florida

WANTS CONFERENCE
TO CONTIVUE

I thank the Lord from whom
all blessings flow. I enjoyed all
the good things He had in store
for us. This 1970 Conference
especially supplied spiritual food.
May the Lord look deep into our
hearts, and we like Peter will
surely go out and weep bitter
tears over our sins. I trust that
the Lord will permit the con-
ferences to continue till Jesus
comes.

Jim & Wanda Fredericks
Texarkanna, Texas

SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS
BEYOND EXPECTATION

This Christian fellowship
around Christ and His Word is
beyond words of expression. How
wonderful it is to be able to for-
get the cares of the world for a
few days and think wholly about
my Lord and His goodness to us.
The food and accommodations
are perfect for our needs of the
flesh, and God's spiritual bless-
ings beyond our expectation in
this Bible Conference. Praise God
to be . . . "accepted in the Be-
loved."

Ruth P. Hall
Orlando, Florida

EVEN A TEXAN
SAYS WORDS FAIL TO
DECRIBE CONFERENCE

The Calvary Baptist Church
Bible Conference was without
doubt the greatest meeting of
this type that I have ever attend-
ed. The hospitality was superb.
Some of the most cordial people
to be found are at Calvary. The
facilities were very comfortable.
In fact, they were very nice. The
meals were delicious. The best
of all was the fellowship we en-
joyed in our risen Lord. Each
service was rich in spiritual food.
This was my first time to attend
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so I had the privilege of meeting
many new friends. I trust they
shall develop into long - time
friendships. I seem to be ramb-
ling, but words fail me to de-
scribe the blessings I received
from the meeting.

Eld. James Schafer,
Houston, Texas

CONFERENCE, HER BEST
BIRTHDAY PRESENT

There's no way I can express
my feeling. I have never been to
a service like this in all my life.
This is my first year and I hope
it won't be my last. I just want
to thank Bro. Gilpin for starting
such a wonderful service for
saved people to come and wor-
ship the Lord. My sixteenth
birthday was during the Confer-
ence this year and it was the
best birthday present anyone
could have given me. I hope ev-
eryone got the blessings that I
did. I just wish there was some
way to show my appreciation,
but the only thing I can say is my
cup is over-flowing and I hope
I can come again.

Debbie Jackson,
Lexington, Ky.

WORDS CAN'T EXPRESS
HER FEELINGS

There are no words in any
language that could express my
feelings about this Conference.
We have attended other Confer-
ences before which turned out to
be board campaigns, only to get
churches into their organization.
Never have I seen and heard Jes-
us Christ lifted up like He has
been here. I'm thankful to God
my six children had the privilege
to sit through it, also. I feel so
indebted to Calvary Baptist
Church and Bro. and Sister Gil-
pin for the good food and lodg-
ing, but I could never, never re-
pay for the spiritual food I have
received.

Gladys Jackson,
Lexington. Ky.

PRAISES GOD FOR
BIBLE CONFERENCE

We praise God for a great Bible
Conference and for very safe
traveling. "His mercy endureth
forever." Mary Ann, Beth Ann
and I wish to thank you and Cal-
vary Baptist Church for a very
gracious time. We sure heard
some very good preaching. I have
heard you do some great preach-
ing, but never any better than
this one on Angels. All our folk
greatly enjoyed themselves. May
God bless you and the church in
His grace and mercy.

Cletus Snyder,
Winston-Salem, N. C.

ANTICIPATING
NEXT YEAR

I have really enjoyed being
here. I will be back next year if
the Lord's willing.

Wm. Darrell Jackson,
Lexington, Ky.

LOOKING FORWARD
TO NEXT YEAR

May God bless you and Calvary
Baptist Church in your Annual
Bible Conference that I was
privileged to attend this year. I
shall never forget the wonderful
fellowship and sermons on great
Bible truth. I am looking forward
to being at the Conference next
year.

John E. Cooper,
Columbus, Miss.

A BLESSING
BEYOND DESCRIPTION

I know that many people were
impressed with the excellent
lodging and delicious food, and
so were we, but the preaching,
singing and sweet fellowship was
a blessing beyond description. If
one had the Scripture references
used in all the messages of the
Conference, he would be able to
follow through to a successful
study of the entire Bible. I would
recommend to every reader of
TBE to prepare a study outline
as each message as published in
the paper. I am sure that every
Christian left the Conference

with a purpose to put into prac-
tice many of the things seen and
heard while there.

Eld. Hiram Lumpkin,
Leesville, La.

Precious To The Lord

(Continued from page seven)
the city of Nain (Luke 7:11,
15). And third, Lazarus being
raised (John 11:38, 44). Just as
noted in verse 24 of John 12,
Jesus said, "Except a corn of
wheat fall into the ground and
die, it abideth alone but if it
die, it bringeth forth much fruit."
You can place a grain of corn,
or wheat, in a glass jar and it
will never bring forth another
grain, but plant it in the soil
where God has placed the virtue
to cause life, and many grains
of fruit is the result. So Christ
used this work of nature to pro-
duce life, to show that only God
can cause spiritual life. When
Christ died, His life was not
taken, He gave it (John 10:18).
Death did not conquer Christ,
He conquered death. He met it
on its own battle field and emer-
ged victorious and when He was
raised, His people stood with Him
(Revelation 1:18), (I Cor. 15:23).
Christ's victory over death's do-
main was a pledge or guarantee
of the same for His people or of
the much fruit to follow as He
said in John 12:24. "Afterwards,
they that are His at His com-
ing," as is the wording in I Cor.
15:23. Surely therefore it is Scrip-
tural to think of the preciousness
of the death of God's saints from
this point of view, as to how we
stand represented in Him before
God.

IV
The death of a saint is precious

in God's sight because he is at
home with the Lord.
Jesus said in His high priestly

prayer:
"Father I will that they also

whom thou hast given me, be
with me where I am, that they
may behold my glory, which thou
has given me, for thou lovest
me before the foundation of the
world."—John 17:24.
The Apostle Paul also was in-

spired to say:
"For to me to live is Christ,

but to die is gain."—Phil. 1:21.
It, therefore, is a gain to a saint

to depart in death, even though
because of natural ties we sor-
row over the loss of those dear
to us.
As we noted before, I do not

believe that a saint enters at
death into the full and complete
possession of all that God has
prepared for those redeemed by
the grace of His Son, but into a
blissful paradise of sweet con-
sciousness while yet awaiting
Christ's second coming and the
resurrection. As Christ spoke
those words in John 17:24, He
certainly was anticipative of His
people entering into His presence,
and surely as each saint enters
His presence He sees another part
or portion of the travail of his
soul. We read:

"He shall see of the travail of
his soul, and shall be satisfied.
By his knowledge shall my
righteous servant justify many,
for he shall bear their iniquities."
—Isa. 53:11.

In conclusion, let us say in
the face of this pointed passage
that the Saviour of sinners will
be completelY satisfied as He be-
holds the travail of His soul, be-
cause He did not shed His blood
for haphazard guesses, with noth-
ing certain in purpose, but for
a great multitude given Him in
the covenant of redemption to
be of the chosen out of Adam's
fallen race.

As each of us lay down the
earthly house, and enter the
presence of the Lord we are of
a certainty precious to Him, be-
cause God purposed that He
would be honored and magnified
in those saved by the grace of
His Son.

"That in the ages to come he
might show the exceeding riches
of his grace in his kindness to-
ward us through Christ Jesus."
—Eph. 2:7.


