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Further Exposition Of Epistle Of James
By WILLARD WILLIS

Pastor Northland Baptist Church
Abington Road
Columbus, Ohio

"Go to now, ye that say, to day
Or to morrow we will go into such
a city, and continue there a year,
and buy and sell, and get gain.
whereas ye know not what shall
be on the morrow. For what is
your life? It is even a vapor, that
appeareth for a little time, and
then vanish eth away"—James 4:
'13,14.
Man is able to look into the

past. He is also able to look into
:the depths of the sea and even
cast his eyes upon the surface of
the moon. He. in fact, has written
numerous books about the events
of the past. such as the rise and
fall of great empires; however,
aside from the Word of God, he
can ne er be sure of what to-
morrow will bring; even though
it may only be a few hours away.

.It may even bring the death of
the writer. There is only one way
that we can see into the future
and that is by way of the Word
of our God. He is the only one

who has known the end from the
beginning, and from ancient
times the things that are not yet
done.

There are multitudes, however,
who plan for tomorrow as if they
knew it even as they know the
past. The fool spoken of in Luke
12:17 and 18 is a good example
of such a person. He planned to
tear down his barns and build
larger ones so thal he cOUld fully
enjoy the years which he thought
lay before him.

It, of course, is not wrong to
provide for the future, but it is
wrong to place our trust in that
which we have laid aside.

.". . . we will go into such a
city, and continue there a year
. . .

This statement reminds us of
Samson when he said, "I will go
forth and shake myself as at
other times." Those who have
this attitude may be said to pos-
sess carnal confidence. All confi-
dence is carnal if it does not have
the Word of God as a resting
place. We must have God's prom-
ise before we can be sure of any

The Intermediate State Of
The Unrighteous Dead

By MILBURN COCKRELL
Mantachie, Mississippi

This is my second discussion
Upon the intermediate state or the
middle life. T h e intermediate
State is the condition in which
the spirit exists between death
and the resurrection. Having giv-
en due consideration to the mid-
dle life of the righteous, it is fit-
ting that I discuss the interme-
diate state of the unrighteous.

A State Of Habitation

A lost soul at death goes im-
mediately to Hell and does not

. sleep or 7.o into purgatory: "The
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rich man also died, and was big.-
ied: And in hell he lift up his

eyes • • ." (Luke 16:22-23).
The word "Hell" in verse 23 is

a. translation of the Greek word
"Hades" which means "the un-
seen world." It is equivalent to
the Old Testament Hebrew word
"Sheol" translated "Hell." Before
the ascension of Christ, the soul
of both righteous (Ps. 16:10; 30:3;
Isa. 38:10) and the wicked (Num.
16:33; Job 24:19) went to Hades
or Sheol. But the Old Testament
makes it plain that there was a
difference in the conditions of the
departed spirits (Ps. 28:3).
Luke 16 is a picture of the Un-

derworld before the ascension of
Christ. The passage reveals how

Hades had two sections. First,
there was the abode of the right-
eous called "Paradise" or "Abra-
hams Bosom." Second, there was
the abode of the wicked called
by the Jews "Sheol" and by the
Greeks "Hades" and by us today
"Hell." The lost was separated
from the saved by a "great gulf
fixed" (Luke 16:26).

Since the ascension of Christ,
Paradise is in the Third Heaven
(II Cor. 12:1-4). Christ went to
the Paradise section of Hades
(Luke 23:43; Acts 2:27; Matt. 12:
40; Rom. 10:7; Eph. 4:9-10) and
obtained the keys of Hades and
death (Rev. 1:18). While there he
announced to the Old Te§tament
saints the completion of Iris work
of redemption at Calvary (I Peter
3:18-19; 4:6). When He ascended
up to Heaven, He took with Him
the band of Old Testament saints
who were confined behind the
gates of Hades (Eph. 4:8-9). Now
all the departed saints are in the
immediate presence of Christ (II
Cor. 5:8). But before the ascen-
sion of Christ, the souls of the
righteous went to the Paradise
section of Hades, not up to Heav-
en as they do today (John 3:13).

There has been no such change
(Continued on page 6, column 5)

thing. We may say that all other
resting places are nothing but
sand.
"Boast not thyself of to mor-

row; for thou knowest not what
a day may bring forth" — Prov.
27:1.
"0 Lord, I know that the way

of man is not in himself: it is not
in man that walketh to direct his
steps"—Jeremiah 10:23.

f 

. . for what is your life? It
is even a vapor that appeareth
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for a little time, and then
isheth away"—James 4:14.

The brevity of life is described
by many passages of Scripture.
We find from Isaiah 40:6 and 7
that life is compared to a flower,
and in Job 7:7 it is compared to
the wind. Life, in Job 13:25, is
comp.ared to a leaf and in Job
14:2 it is compared to :a shadow.
We may conclude, then, that the
journey through life is a very
short one; therefore, we should
be careful not to burden ourselves
with a lot of worldly luggage. I
read of a man who had $500,000.00
left over at the end of life's jour-
ney. This is what he didn't need
to complete this trip. It is satis-
factory to store UD for tomorrow,
but let us be careful not to store
up that which belongs to God.

`. . it is even as a vapor that
(Continued on page 6, column 3)
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By JOE WILSON, SR.
Tulsa, Oklahoma

"To the law and to the testi-
mony; if they speak not accord-
ing to this word it is because
there is no light in them"—Isa.
8:20.
What wonderful words these

are! They are printed on every
issue of TBE which goes forth.
Surely they are great words. And
surely TBE comes nearer to
speaking according to the law
and to the Testimony than any
paper printed by mere man.
This fact proves that there is
much light in TBE and in its edi-
tor, and in the church which
sends this paper forth. But not
so with many, for many do not
speak according to the Word of
God. This verse tells us why they
do not so speak. It is because the
light of God's precious truth is
not in them. I have an example
before me.

I have before me an article en-
titled: "What Do We Believe?"
This article is written by Keith
Shumate. He is pastor of Decatur
Baptist Temple of Decatur. Ill.
Mr. Shumate heads his article
with: "For I have not shunned to
declare unto you all the counsel
of God." Acts 20:27. Well, I can't
say that he does not declare any
of the counsel of God, but I can
surely say that •he does not de-
clare the whole of that counsel.
If there was ever a so-called
church and its pastor who are
filled with spiritual darkness, it
is this pastor and the pitiful ex-
cuse for a church that he pastors.
If ever a thing wore a name it

 ....•••••••

did not deserve, it is this organi-
zation wihch calls itself a Bap-
tist Church. This church is as-
sociated with the B.B.F. Well, we
can't expect much out of them af-
ter learning that can we? I have
never read a more blasphemous
and heretical article than this by
Mr. Shumate on the subjects with
which he deals. Would to God
that the man would be honest
enough to quit claiming to be a

JOSEPH M. WILSON

Baptist preacher. and the so-call-
ed church would be honest en-
ough to quit claiming to be a
Baptist Church.

Mr. Shumate says that he has
studied this matter for eight
years. I will say that if he has
studied that upon which he has
written for eight years, then he
(Continued on page 3, column 31

An Exhortation As To The
Use Of Good Commentaries

By C. H. SPURGEON
London, England

(1834-1892)

In order to be able to expound
the Scriptures, and as an aid to
your pulpit studies, you will need
to be familiar with the commen-
tators: a glorious army, let me
tell you, whose acquaintance will
be your delight and profit. Of
course, you are not such wise-
acres as to think or say that you
can expound the Scriptures with-
out assistance from the works of
divine and learned men who have
laboured before you in the field
of exposition. If you are of that
opinion, pray remain so, for you
are not worth the trouble of
conversion, and like a little co-
terie who think with you, would
resent the attempt as an insult to
your infallibility. It seems odd,
that certain men who talk so
much of what the Holy Spirit re-
veals to themselves, should think
so little of what He has revealed
to others. My chat this afternoon
is not for these great originals,
but for you who are content to
learn of holy men, taught of God,
and mighty in the Scriptures.

It has been the fashion of late
years to speak against the use of
commentaries. If there were any

'Obe naptist 'Examiner :Pulpit iA Sermon by Pastor John R. Gilpin lik.44.•44/40m.".414.a.~01/4

"FELLOWSHIP"
"That which we have seen and

heard declare we unto you, that

ye also may have fellowship with

us: and truly our fellowship is
with the Father, and with his Son
Jesus Christ."—I John 1:3.
"If there be therefore any con-

solation in Christ, if any comfort

of love, if any fellowship of the
Spirit, if any bowels and mercies,
Fulfil ye my joy."—Phil. 2:1.
May I say at the very outset

that I believe in a triune God:
God the Father, God the Son.
and God the Holy Spirit. I think

all three of them are very, very
definitely concerned as to our
salvation and our life in grace
after salvation. The Father chose
us, the Son died for us; the Holy
Spirit quickened us. The Father
predestinated us; the Son propi-
tiated us; the Holy Spirit regen-
erated us. What the Father did
was eternal; what the Son did
was external; what the Holy
Spirit did was internal. As I say,
I believe in a triune God.
These two texts talk about fel-

lowship with this triune God. In

I John 1:3, it says, "Truly our
fellowship is with t h e Father.
and with His Son Jesus Christ."
That is the first two persons of
the Godhead. In Philippians 2:1,
it says, "If any fellowship of
the Spirit . . ." There is fellow-
ship with the third person of the
Trinity. Putting these two verses
together, you find us in the light
of John's statement in I John 1:
3, seeking to have fellowship with
the triune God: the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit.
(Continued on page 2, column 1)

fear that the expositions of Mat-
thew Henry, Gill, Scott, and oth-
ers, would be exalted into Chris-
tian Targums, we would join I the
chorus of objectors, but the ex-
istence or approach of such a
danger we do not suspect. The
temptations of our times lie rath-
er in empty pretensions to novel-
ty of sentiment. than in a slavish
following of accepted guides. A
respectable acquaintance with
the opinions of the giants of the
past, might have saved many an
erratic thinker from wild inter-
pretations and outrageous infer-
ences.
Usually, we have found the de-

spisers of commentaries to be
men who have no sort of ac-
quaintance with them: in their
case, it is the opposite of famil-
iarity which has bred contempt.
It is true that there are a num-
ber of expositions of the whole
Bible which are hardly worth
shelf room; they aim at too much
and fail altogether; the authors
have spread a little learning over
a vast surface, nd have badly at-
tempted for the entire Scriptures
whit they might have accom-
plished for one book with toler-
able success, but who will deny
the pre-eminent value of suoh ex-
positions as those of Calvin, N,
Henry Trapp, Poole. and Bengt. .
which are as deep as they an
broad? and yet further, who can
pretend to Biblical learning whc
has not made himself familiar
with the great writers who spec:
a life in explaining some one sac-
red book?

The best commentators, afte:
all, are those who have written
upon only one book. Few men
can comment eminently well up-
on the whole Bible; there are
sure to be some weak. points in
colossal works; prolixity in so
vast an undertaking is natural,
and dullness follows at its heels
— but a life devoted to one of
the inspired volumes of our price-
less Bible, must surely yield
noble result.

Commentaries are called "dead
mens brains" by certain knowing
people, who claim to give u=
nothing in their sermons bui
(Continued on page 7, Column 5')
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"Fellowship"

(Continued from page one)

WE HAVE FELLOWSHIP
WITH ONE ANOTHER.

I don't know of anything in this
world that is any sweeter than
the fellowship that God's people
have with one another. Can you
tell me where you would rather
be than in Calvary Baptist Church
this morning? Let's just be honest
and frank. Is there any place that
you would rather be this morn-
ing than in this church? I can
say to you, so far as I am person-
ally concerned, I can think of no
place, nor group, nor individual
that I would rather be with, than
to be right here with this group
of individuals who are meeting
together in the worship of the
Lord. That is fellowship with one
another.
We read:
"But if we walk in the light,

as he is in the light, we have
FELLOWSHIP ONE WITH AN.
OTHER."—.I John 1:7.

I repeat, I do not know of any-
thing that is any sweeter than
the fellowship that God's people
can have than with one another.
Every once in a while I am
thrown with a group of world-
lings. Maybe I'll have to spend
some period of time in their com-
pany. I can say to you frankly,
I never get the pleasure that I
get out of the fellowship that I
have with the people of God.
Through the years there have
been times that I have been with
people relative to business. I have
been with political groups. I have
been with people of various edu-
cational circles. Never was thete
a time that I had the fellowship
that I have with the people of

the Lord.
I remember a few years ago

when I was entertained in a
home of a rather large family.
One of the sons said to me, "It
is amazing how we can have fel-
lowship with one another here in
our home. Some of us that know
the Lord are a whole lot closer
to each other than the balance
that don't know Him."
How true that is! You can look

back over your own home maybe.
You can probably think of some-
body in your home that doesn't
know the Lord, or some friend
of yours who doesn't know the
Lord. It is good to know them,
but I tell you, it is mighty sweet
to have fellowship especially with
those that know the Lord.

II
WE ARE NOT TO HAVE FEL-

LOWSHIP WITH UNBELIEV-
ERS.
In the sense of trying to have

fellowship with unbelievers, we
find that this is positively con-
demned, and definitely forbidden
in the Word of God. Listen:
"Be ye not unequally yoked to-

gether with unbelievers: for what
fellowship hat h righteousness
with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with dark-
ness?
And what concord hath Christ

with Belial? or what part hath
he that believeth with an infi-
del?
And what agreement hath the

temple of, God with idols? for ye
are the temple of the living God,
as God hath said, I will dwell in
them, and walk in them; and I
will be their God, and they shall
be my people.
Wherefore come out from

among them, and be ye separate,
saith the Lord, and touch not the
unclean thing, and I will receive
you, And will be a Father unto
you, and ye shall be my sons and
daughters, sai th the Lord Al-
mighty."—II Cor. 6:14-18.
You will notice in the first part

of this great passage of Scripture
that it says we are not to be
"unequally yoked together with
unbelievers." He then asked the
question, -"For what fellowship
hath righteousness with unright-
eousness?" In other words, we
are not to have fellowship with
unbelievers who know not the
righteousness of the Lord Jesus
Christ.
I think you know by personal

experience that there is not much
fellowship to be had with unbe-
lievers. If you are a child of God,
you can't have fellowship with
those who are unbelievers.

Take, for example, the home
life. If you are married to one
who is unsaved, you know that
there cannot be any fellowship.
There just isn't fellowship to be
had in a case of that type.

I often say that I wish it were
possible that I never had to marry
one who was a saved person to
one who was unsaved. I have of-
ten said that I wish it were pos-
sible always to be sure that peo-

A Lifetime Possession . . .

THE CAMBRIDGE CAMEO BIBLE

SAMPLE
TYPE FACE

BOUND

IN

REAL MOROCCO

Leather Lined

ONLY

14.00
Available In Black, Red, or Blue

13 .1 am Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end, the
first and the last.

loch. x.8.
x ver. 7.
.y Turr.4.8.
,Mt. 19. 17.

—ORDER FROM—

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH BOOK STORE
ASHLAND, KENTUCKY 41101

ple knew the Lord when they
got married.
I think also of the question of

a Christian being a member of a
fraternal order. I have often said
that it is wrong for any man who
is a child of God to be a member
of a lodge of any type. When you
seek to be so, you are asking to
have fellowship with unbelievers.
Certainly, the Word of God

would condemn such, for it says
that we are not to be "unequally
yoked together with unbelievers."
Then he immediately asked the
question, "For what fellowship
hath righteousness with unright-
eousness?" I tell you, beloved, a
child of God cannot have fellow-
ship with the world.

III
WE ARE NOT TO HAVE FEL-

LOWSHIP WITH FALSE DOC-
TRINE.
We read:
"And have no fellowship with

the unfruitful works of darkness,
but rather reprove them."—Eph.
So much is at stake that the

Apostle Paul gives us two com-
mands in this verse. He says,
"Don't have any fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness."
At the same time, he tells us, to
the contrary, to reprove them.

This verse covers a tremendous
territory. You think about the

NOTICE!
FOR INFORMATION ABOUT
SECRET SOCIETIES, SECTS

AND CULTS

write for list of Books, Tracts
and Pamphlets (and s ample
copy of the Christian Cyno-
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NATIONAL
CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION
850 West Madison Street
Chicago, Illinois 60607

preachers of this world today in
the light of this verse of Scrip-
ture — "Have no fellowship with
the unfruitful works of darkness."
You think about the churches of
this world. You think about the
doctrines that are preached in
those churches. Is it any wonder
that the Apostle John, in Revela-
tion 3, refers to these false
churches as "synagogues of Sa-
tan?" I tell you, Paul says to us
that we are to "have no fellow-
ship with the unfruitful works of
darkness."
Beloved, as surely as there is

a God in Heaven looking down
upon us this morning -- as surely
as He sees you and me here with-
in this church building, we are
not to have fellowship with false
churches, false preachers and un-
saved church members. We cer-
tainly are not to seek to have
fellowship with them.
I think about the union meet-

ings that some churches enter in-
to. I think about the fact that
there are some churches who go
contrary to the Word of God and
try to have fellowship in union
meetings. For example, we read:
"MARK them which cause di-

visions and offences contrary to
the doctrine which ye have learn-
ed; and AVOID them." — Rom.
16:17.

Notice, we are not only to mark
them, but to avoid them. Some
people go contrary to that and
seek to have fellowship with
these false churches. They seek
to go into union meetings, union
revival meetings, and union serv-
ices of various types. I know of
churches right here in Ashland
that enter into union Thanksgiv-
ing services, union Easter Sun-
rise services, and union Key 73
services. I think of them, and I
say to you, in the light of these
Scriptures, it is wrong. God says
that we are to have no fellowship
"with the unfruitful works of
darkness."
I think particularly of Key 73.

I don't know whether you realize
what it is or not, but Key 73 is
an effort on the part of the Na-
tional Council of Churches to get
all the churches of the world to-
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A Sound Baptist Church In
Lexington Plans Conference

The New Temple Baptist Church of 2750 Richmond Road,
Lexington, Kentucky is planning a Bible Conference for the
first weekend in May — May 4, 5, and 6.

I do not know all the speakers yet nor do I have a copy
of their program. We will make mention of this before the
time for the conference.

This little announcement is just to tell that such a con-
ference will be held. The Lord willing, I plan to speak on
Friday night, May 4. We will tell you about the balance of
the speakers later. Begin now to make your plans to be in
attendance.

gether into the National Council.
That is the primary effort of it.
Of course, they deny that and
they say that Key 73 is an effort
on their part to get all the church-
es interested in a soul-winning
campaign. Of course, if you can
get together in a soul-winning
campaign in one year, 1973, it
would be an easy thing in 1974
to have something else, and in
1975 or '76 to get everybody to-
gether into one organization. That
is what they ultimately hope to
do.

I say that Key 73 is the same
thing as we had in the McGuffey
Reader 'years ago, in the story of
the camel's nose. Do you remem-
ber the camel that got cold on
the outside of the tent? He asked
the man if he could just put his
nose inside. He would be so happy
if he could get the end of his
nose warm. When the master
granted permission, he then said,
"There's plenty of room in the
tent, so how about me putting my
head all the way in so my head
won't be cold?" Of course, there
was plenty of room there, and
the master granted permission.
Pretty soon he said, "There's still
plenty of room here in the tent.
Let me step inside with my front
feet so I can get them warm."
When that permission was grant-
ed, it wasn't long until he asked
that he might come in all to-
gether. When he got in, the mas-
ter said, "Well, we are crowded
in here." The camel said, "If we
are, you can get out. I am per-
fectly comfortable and I plan to
stay."
I think Key 73 is nothing in the

world but the "camel's nose." It
is an effort to get everybody to-
gether in the National Council of
Churches.

God deliver Baptists! God de-
liver true believers from such a

conglomerate mess and such a
conglomeration as that of the or-
ganization of the National Coun-
cil of Churches, with all the va-
rious tenets, creeds and beliefs
that are exhibited and taught and
have become a part of the Na-
tional Council. So I say, beloved,
we are not to have fellowship
with false doctrine.

IV
WE ARE TO HAVE FELLOW-

SHIP WITH WORLD-WIDE MIS-
SIONS.
The Apostle Paul talks about

having fellowship with the gos-
pel, for he says:

"I thank my God upon every re-
membrance of you, for YOUR
FELLOWSHIP IN THE GOSPEL
from the first day until now."
—Phil. 1:3,5.
Paul was thankful that this

group at Philippi had had fellow-
ship in the gospel from the first
day that they were saved until
now.
Do you remember how this

church at Philippi came about?
Do you remember that Paul went
to Philippi and out to the river's
bank? There was a crowd gath-
ered together that they might
pray. It was legal for them to
pray there at the river bank. Paul
went there — and do you remem-
ber the first person who was sav-
ed? It was Lydia, a seller of pur-
ple. Do you remember who be-
came the second charter member
of that church? I think in all
probability it was the Philippian
jailer. I am not positive of that,
but at least he was one of the
early ones. He was saved, if you
remember, in one night's .time
when he cried out and said,
"What must I do to be saved?"
The Word of God says that Paul
and Silas answered and said:
(Continued on page 3, column I)
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Prayer is nal the overcrewding of god's reluctance; i is the faking hold of god's

"Fellowship" a minister. That was my minis-
try. That was a ministry that was
given to me, that I should be a

(Continued from page two) minister of the Lord Jesus
"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ."

Christ, and thou shalt be saved."
—Acts 16:31. 

I say to you, beloved, we ought
to have fellowship with world-

From that humble beginning of wide missions.
this church at Philippi, with Ly- The church at Philippi had had
dia as a seller of purple and the
Philippian jailer, they had fellow- 

fellowship with the gospel from
the first day of their experience.

ship with Paul in the gospel from These folk at Ephesus, when Paul
the very first day. Lydia said to
Paul, "If you find me faithful, 

wrote to them, referred to the
fact that these individuals were

You and Silas come into my home having fellowship with him. He
and make it your home while you said that it was his desire to make
are here within this town." In-- all men see what is the fellow-
other words, they had fellowship ship of the mystery.
in the gospel from the first day I tell you, beloved, to me it is
of their salvation. Paul is refer- a glorious thing that we can have
ring to that as he writes to this fellowship in world - wide mis-
church at Philippi. He is refer- sions. I don't know anything that
ring to the fact that from the very gives me more joy than the joy
beginning of t h e i r experience of fellowship in world-wide mis-
they had fellowship with him in
the gospel. 

sion work. I am thankful for our
Brother Halliman. I am thankful

What does it mean to have fel- for our Brother Burket. I am
lowship in the gospel? Simply thankful for the fact that THE
this: it means that if you are hay- B A P T I S T EXAMINER has a
ing fellowship in the gospel, you world-wide ministry. I tell you,
are praying for that missionary when Paul prayed here saying
and you are supporting that mis- that he was made a minister, I
sionary. In other words, you are think how that I also am made
Praying for, supporting and help- a minister of world-wide inii-
ing that missionary to carry on
his work. That is exactly what 

sions. W•hen Paul says that he
wants all men to have fellowship

the church at Philippi was doing in the mystery, I say the same
So far as Paul was concerned, thing to you. I thank God for
We find Paul referring to the the privilege we have of having

same thing in a little different
terms: Listen: 

fellowship with world-wide mis-
sions.

"And to make all men see what V
Is the fellowship of the mystery."
—Eph. 3:9. 

IN ORDER TO HAVE THIS

What is the mystery he is talk-
FELLOWSHIP, ONE MUST BE

kg about? Scofield and most of 
CALLED OF GOD.

the Arminian heretics of today 
You can't have this fellowship

b
SaY that the mystery that 

Pauly joining a church. You can't
have this fellowship by being

refers to was the mystery of the baptized. I have often thought to
Church. That is not so, for Paul
said: myself, I wish it were possible

"How that by revelation he that men could be saved by be-

Made known unto me the mys-
ing baptized. I would never get

terY: (as I wrote afore in few out of the baptistry if that were

Words, Whereby, when ye read, true. 
If I believed that a man

ye may understand my knowl- could be saved by being baptiz-

edge in the mystery of Christ)
Which in other ages was not
tnade known unto the sons of
men, as it is now revealed unto
his holy apostles and prophets by
the Spirit; That the Genfiles

ed, I would have you out here
recruiting folk every hour of the
day and bringing them to me
that I might baptize them. Be-
loved, men are not saved by bap-
tism. They are not saved by

Should be fellowheirs, and of the works. 
How are they saved? To

same body, and partakers of
have this fellowship with the

his
Promise in Christ by the gospeLord, 

you have to be called ofl.
God. Listen:---Eph. 3:3-6. "God is faithful, by whom yeWhat is the mystery? Paul says

that the mystery is that of world-
were called unto the fellowship

Wide missions, of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord."
—I Several things in the Bible are 

Cor. 1:9.

referred to as mysteries. A mys- Isn't it wonderful to know that

rY doesn't mean something that He is faithful. We may not be

You can't understand, but it faithful to Him, but He is faith-

Means something that you don't ful to us. As a church, we may

Understand until it is revealed not be faithful to Him. As indi-
to you, viduals, we may not be faithful

For example, consider the sec- to Him. But thank God, He is

ret fraternal organizations. They 
faithful to us.

kave what they call their mys- As the song says:

series, or the things that they
"low that the people on the out-
side are not supposed to know.
It has to be revealed to you in
order for you to understand.
The Apostle Paul says that

there is something he has in mind
here that is a mystery. It was
Something that had to come by
revelation. What was it? The
rnYstery of world-wide missions.
There would be people saved out
Of both the Jews and Gentiles.
Paul said, "Whereof I was made

11114.1,21Mamnimanemamensimmemesummy 

"He has never broken any
promise spoken;

He will keep His promise, I
know."

Notice, Paul says that a faith-
ful God calls us unto fellowship
with His Son. I say to you, to
have this fellowship, one must be
called of the Lord.

I can't have fellowship with
you and you can't have fellow-
hi with  ATs p me unless you an er to you as the days go by, to
have been called of the Lord. the extent that you will have

more and more fellowship as you
continue in the doctrine of the
apostles.
May God bless you!THE BONDAGE OF
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decrees of God are: 1. The decree foreknew some would accept
to create. 2. The decree to permit Christ and predestinated them.

the fall. 3. The decree to provide The verse says there are some
salvation for all. 4. The decree to whom God foreknew (not knew
apply salvation to those who be- something about them, for that
lieve. He then says that this would include everyone), and
places him, theologically, as a that God predestinates these.
sublapsarian. The word "sub" Mr. Shumate says: "Since man-

means under, below, or after. The kind is hopelessly dead in tres-
word "lapse" means fall. The passes and sins and can do noth-
question of these different theor- ing to obtain salvation, God gra-

ies is that of the relationship of ciously restores to all men suffi-
God decree to elect and repro- cient ability to make a choice in
bate to His decree, to permit the the matter of submission to Him,

fall of man. The sublapsarian is In His foreknowledge He per-
the same as the infralapsarian. ceives what each one will do
They believe, that in the logical with this restored ability, and
order, God decreed to permit the elects men to salvation in har-
fall of man, and then out of fall- mony with His knowledge of
en mankind, God decreed to elect their choice of Him."
some and reprobate others. Un- I think I am going to be sick!
derstand that this does not mean This man claims to be a Baptist,

and his church (?) claims to bethat God elected in time, but re-Buy This Greatest of All Boolui

On Church Truth For 
fers to the order in the mind of Baptist. No man ever uttered a
God of these decrees. Mr. Shu more unscriptural and un-Baptis-

$3.50 tic statement. Shumate knows  mate is a far cry from being a
that the Bible teaches total de-sublapsarian. He does place his

When we come together and have belief in election after the fall, pravity. So, he tries to pretend
an opportunity to sit down and
talk about things of mutual inter-

to believe that. He then inventsbut he has God providing salva 

eat, why is it that our hearts burn 
a doctrine for which there is notton for all, which is no part of

within us? Why is it that we have 
the decrees of God. one word of Bible proof. He
Here is Mr. Shumate's defini_ makes up out of his own heretical

joy one with another? I'll tell
tion of election. "By election we mind the doctrine that God gra-

you. We have been called of the mean that sovereign act of God ciously gives man enough ability
Lord. ihHbh to choose and then leave it up ton grace whereby e chose n
Do you remember those dis- 

i 
man. One of his like-mindedC

ciples on the roadway going to 
Christ Jesus for salvation all 

Emmaus after the resurrection of 
those whom He foreknew would brethren expressed this doctrine

Christ, when Christ drew near accept Him:" Now, have you ever as: "Man, by nature, is in re-

them and talked with them? seen anything so absurd, here
ti. verse, but God puts man in neu-

cal, and unbaptistic, and unscrip- tral, and leave it up to man to
They said:
"Did not our heart burn with-

tural? And it took Mr. Shumate mshift the gears." Mr. Shuate's

in us, while he talked with us by
eight years of study to come up doctrine here is assumption pure

the way, and while he opened
with this! Wow! I don't know and simple. He says this is taughtto 
h in Titus 2:11, but Titus neverwhy this heretic wants to mix up

us the scriptures?"—Luke 24:32.
I tell you, beloved, if you are 

heard of such a thing, and cer-t,he w o rds "sovereign" and
tainly never taught it. This is a

God's grace" with 
sovereign, but He 

his works salvation
saved, when you are with God' classic example of Arminian tac-
people, your heart burns within

theory. God is
can't do anything except as He tics. They see that the Bible uses

you as you have fellowship one certain terms. They do not believe

God for this, but I say

foreknows what man will do. Mr.
with another. Oh how I thank what the Bible teaches by those

first of all, in order to have this

Shumate's "sovereign" god has
to you, terms. They don't want to behis hands tied by the mighty will  

fellowship, you have to be call 
branded as unbelievers in theof man. God must wait -until hecalled

of the Lord. You can't have it un-
finds out what man will do be.. Bible. So, they invent a doctrine,
fore God can decide what He name it with a Bible name, and 
wants to do, and God can't do anyless God has called you. then say that is what the Bible

If you are saved, 
CONCLUSION means by the term, Mr. Shumatedifferently than what man lets

Y ought 
- 

to do everything within v 
him do. Mr. Shumate's "grace" is a rank unbeliever in the Bib-

power to he in fellowship with 
our
- is a grace that does according to heal doctrine of total depravity

God's people and to continue in 
man's will and man's faith. Mr. and election, and all his deceitful

fellowship with the people of 
Shumate talks about "sovereign" tricks will not cover up this fact,

_ except for those who are as blind
i
and "grace," but he does not be

God. There ought to be on your h'tthWdfGd.eve a word o it. as 
part a very definite effort to ever The word "foreknow" has been Mr. Shumate says: "In the
be in fellowship with God's peo-
ple

explained according to Scripture, minds of some people, election is
and God's church of which

you are a member, 
by sovereign grace written ,so a choice that God makes for

We read: 
many times. Yet, Arminian here- which we can see no reason, and

"And they CONTINUED STED-
tics continually pervert this word which we can hardly harmonize
to uphold their free-will heresies. with His justice. We are asked

FASTLY in the apostles' doctrine Foreknowledge is God's eternal to accept the theory of uncondi-
and fellowship, and in breaking knowledge of His elect in love. tional election as true but unex-

2:42. 
of bread, and in prayers."—Acts God knows His people in love as plainable in spite of the fact that

His own, and in a way which He the persistent demand of the
This is a reference to the first does not know the non-elect. And heart is for a theory of election

church at Jerusalem. On the day God thus kno Ars them from eter- that harmonizes . ." Now read
of Pentecost, three thousand souls nity. Mr. Shumate evidently can- that quote 

again.. 
 Certainly, the

were saved and were baptized, not read that Romans 8:29 Joc!s natural heart demands that Godand it says concerning them that not tell us "what" God foreknew, explain His actions. We will let"they continued stedfastly in the but "whom" God foreknew. He Mr. Shumate explain to the na-apostles' doctrine and fellowship." is certainly guilty of adding to tural and depraved heart of man,
As I have often said, you cannot and perverting the Word of God but we will just take God at His
have the apostles' fellowship un- when he says that Romans 8:29 Word. The Bible certainly teaches
less you have the apostles' doe- means that God elected those that election is a choice that God
trine. As a basis for that fellow- whom He foreknew would accept makes for which we can see no
ship, you have to have the doc- Christ. The verse tells us that: reason. When we look at our-
trine of the apostles. 'Whom He foreknew, He also did selves, our choices and actions
Might it please God to help predestinate to be conformed to wrought by the flesh, we see no

you as a saved person to walk the image of His Son." Mr. Shu- reason why God should have
with the Lord, to have fellowship mate says that means that God (Continued on page 5, column 3)
with God's people, to continue to
have fellowship with God's peo-
ple, and may the apostles' doc-
trine become sweeter and sweet

Eight Years

(Continued from page one)
must be one of those of whom
Scripture says:
"Ever learning, and never able

to come to the knowledge of the
truth"—II Tim. 3:7.

Surely, no man was ever more
ignorant of the truth on the sub-
jet about which Mr. Shumate
writes in this article.
Mr. Shumate reveals his ignor-

ance of theological terminology
right away. Mr. Shumate says
that he believes the order of the
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In the ninth chapter of Romans
we have a perfect picture of elec-
tion. It shows that God not only
elected or chose a nation as seen
in many Old Testament passages,
but He also chose individuals.
We have two groups in verses

21-24 which show this very
clearly. The vessels unto honour
(vs 21) are the vessels of mercy
(vs. 23) whirih include Jews and
Gentiles. "And that he might
make known the riches of his
glory on the vessels of mercy,
WHICH HE MATH AFORE PRE-
PARED UNTO GLORY, even us,
whom he hath called, not of the
Jews only, but also of the Gen-
tiles?" (Romans 9:23,24).
The Bible is very emphatic

with the teaching of what is
known as the doctrine of elec-
tion. Let us remember that the
very name "God" means the Su-
preme Being. He works all thinks
after the counsel of His own will.
If we try to teach a Supreme
Being and try to say He is help-
less in anything we lower Him.
This we must not do.
There are some who are ap-

pointed to stumble at God's
word. "Unto you therefore which
believe he is precious: but unto
them which be disobedient, the
stone which the builders disal-
lowed, the same is made the head
of the corner, and a stone of
stumbling, and a rock of offence,
EVEN TO THEM WHICH
STUMBLE AT THE WORD, be-
ing disobedient.: WHEREUNTO
ALSO THEY WERE APPOINT-
ED." (I Peter 2:7, 8). In fact, in
Jude, verses 12 and 13 we are
told that some have a reserva-
tion. Speaking of false teachers
these verses say: "These are spots
in your feasts of charity, when
they feast with you, feeding them-
selves without fear: clouds they
are without water, carried about
of winds; trees whose fruit with-
ereth, without fruit, twice dead,
plucked up by the roots; raging
waves of the sea, foaming out
their own shame; wandering
stars, TO WHOM IS RESERV-
ED THE BLACKNESS OF
DARKNESS FOREVER."

The Lord Jesus tells us that
there are some who are not
sheep. "... I told you, and ye be-
believed not: the works that I
do in my Father's name, they
bear witness of me. BUT YE BE-
LIEVE NOT, BECAUSE YE ARE
NOT OF MY SHEEP, as I said
unto you." (John 10:25,26).

My friends, we must remember
that even our repentance is a
gift of God. "Or despiseth thou
the riches of His goodness and
forbearance and longsuffering;
NOT KNOWING THAT THE
GOODNESS OF GOD LEADETH

THEE TO REPENTANCE?" (Ro-
mans 2:4). In fact we are told
even more. "For God hath not
appointed us to wrath, but to ob-
tain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ, who died for us, that,
whether we wake or sleep, we
should live together with him."
(I Thessalonians 5:9, 10).
As we can see, then, the ves-

sels of wrath fitted to destruction
are all those who have not been
chosen to obtain salvation. The
vessels of mercy or honour are
those whom He has called.
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Romans 9:22-23 are parts of an
answer to a question asked by
the Holy Spirit in verse 14 where
He asked, "Is there unrighteous-
ness with God?" The Holy Spirit
foreknew that man would object
and charge God with becoming
unrighteous in loving one and
hating another. He (Comforter)
had revealed to the church at
Rome that God loved Jacob and
hated Esau, He also told them
that God's love and hatred was
not based upon something within
either Jacob or Esau, either good
or evil. Rather His love and hat-
red was according to His purpose
of election for He had determ-
ined to love one and hate the
other before they were born.
"(For the children being not yet

born, neither having done any
good or evil, that the purpose of
God according to election might
stand, not of works, but of him
that calleth;) It was said unto
her, The elder shall serve the
younger. As it is written, Jacob
have I loved, but Esau have I
hated." Romans 9:11-13.
In verses 15-21, the Spirit fur-

ther reasons with us explaining
why God is righteous in loving
Jacob and hating Esau. In these
verses. He speaks of Pharaoh and
how God raised him up to do
what he did by making known
that it is not of him that willeth,
but God who showeth mercy. He
then reveals God's power over
all mankind by likening it to a
potter who has the power over
the clay to make one vessel unto
honor and another to dishonor.
Thus, the Spirit through Paul
taught the church at Rome the
doctrine of reprobation, which is
the teaching that God ordained
sin and sinful men to reveal His
characteristics of love and hate.
I am aware that many teach

that God is merciful, good, loving
and that He isn't willing to show
forth His wrath in condemning
men into Hell, but the chapter
and verse under discussion re-
futes such a theory. Verse 22
says, "What if God, willing to
shew his wrath." Brethren, He is
definitely willing to show forth
His wrath, not only is He willing,
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but He also tells us the purpose
of His willingness, which is "To
make His power known." There-
fore, sin and sinners were fitted
(predestinated) by God to mani-
fest His wrath and to make
known His power in destruction
of those whom He predestinated
to destruction so that all may
know that God is not unright-
eous to love one and hate an-
other. The cross of Jesus Christ
with all of His suffering is a
manifestation of the wrath of
God. He (Christ) was made to cry
out, "My God, my God, why hath
thou forsaken me?" and "I
thirst." This, brethren, was under
the wrath of God as a just judge.
Christ was brought to the place
of destruction (death) in order to
make known God's power in
condemnation of sinners.
"Yet it pleased the LORD to

bruise him; he hath put him to
grief: when thou shalt make his
soul an offering for sin, he shall
see his seed, he shall prolong his
days, and the pleasure of the
LORD shall prosper in his hand."
Isa. 53:10.
Verse 22 reveals God's wrath

and hatred against those whom
He has predestinated to destroy.
Verse 23 reveals His love and
mercy toward those whom He
prepared (predestinated) unto
glory. I would have you notice
that it was God who did the fit-
ting in verse 22, and it was God
who did the preparing in verse
23.
Verse 22 is God's answer as to

those who are the objects of His
wrath. Verse 23 is His answer to
those whom God has elected unto
Salvation and thus are the objects
of His love. Though men may
object to God's right to do what
He wills with His own, yet He is
the sovereign of the Universe,
loving whom He pleases and hat-
ing whom He wills to hate, for
man's will cannot turn aside the
will and desire of God, neither
can man by his power make that
straight which God hath made
crooked.
"Consider the work of God: for

who can make that straight,
which he hath made crooked? In
the day of prosperity be joyful,
but in the day of adversity con-
sider: God also hath set the one
over against the other, to the end
that man should find nothing aft-
er him." Eccl. 7:13-14.
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In order to get the significance
of this passage one should go
back and read the context. In-
deed one should always examine
the context when dealing with a
difficult passage.
Note that Paul has been telling

about God's arbitrary choice of
Jacob in preference to Esau. He
makes plain that back behind
His choice was nothing good or
bad that either had done. (v. 11).
God had elected Jacob to hold
first place and to be the leader
of Israel, and what he brought
to pass was in order "that God's
purpose according to election
might stand." (v. 11). God is
Boss. He is the absolute Ruler,
but oh how men do hate to ad-
mit this. Their attitude is, "But
that all doesn't seem right to me."
Let's stop and ask the question,
"Who establishes what is right or
wrong?" Who are we, little puny
creatures, to sit in judgment on
the purposes and works of God?
Paul knowing the tendency of
man to sit in judgment on God
and His works, says, "Is there un-
righteousness with God? God for-
bid." (v. 14).
Then Paul quotes God's Word

to Moses, "I will have mercy on
whom I will have mercy." Paul
knowing the evil minds of men
41•••••••••••••••• ••••••••••../..11....../...11.4•••4
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knows that they will criticize the
Almighty by saying, "Thou wilt
say unto me, why doth He yet
find fault? For who hath resisted
His will?" Paul's answer to that
is, "Shall the thing formed say
to Him that fainted it, Why hast
thou made me thus?" Then he
goes on to say, (v. 21) that just
as the potter has the right to
mold the clay to please him, so
God has the right to make hu-
man beings as pleases Him. Ar-
rogant man doesn't like this idea,
but he can't do anything about
it. He may growl and grumble
and cuss, but God goes right on
having His way.
That brings us to the verses

asked about by the questioner.
Paul says that God deals in wrath
and makes his power known as
relates to those whom he has put
up with a long time ("endured
with long suffering"). These are
they who by their wicked actions
have invited the wrath of God.
They are "fitted to destruction."
(v. 22). Have they fitted them-
selves to such destruction through
their wickedness? Why have they
gone such a way? My own belief
is that they were not ordained to
eternal life. All such persons go
into sin and refuse every mercy
of God. No person apart from di-
vine election will ever turn unto
Christ.
God not only reveals his wrath

and makes known his power in
dealing with the sinful and wick-
ed non-elect, He also "makes
known the riches of His glory on
the vessels of mercy, which he
had prepared uno glory." (The
elect from all eternity in other
words).
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In one way I am sorry that we
are called upon to discuss this
subject. No one wants to make
enemies. But in another way I
am thankful for this opportunity.
It is like one of our students in
our correspondence Bible School
said concerning a course she had
just finished. She said that by
studying the lessons enough to be
able to answer the questions she
had learned much more than she
would have from just reading
them. So it is with me in this
case, and especially so since I
know that many of our Lord's
saints will jump on what I have
to say with all four feet, so to
speak.
When I try to figure out why

so many of the Lord's own peo-
ple flatly deny, and actually hate
the doctrine of reprobation. I go
back in my own life a few years
and being to analyze my own
reasons. I soon find that I was
guilty of what God accused some
others of in Psa. 50:21 when He
said, "Thou thoughtest that I was
altogether such an one as thy-
self." It is just natural for us
to want to pour God into a mold
of our own making. And when
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we find He does not fit our mold
we are prone to start trimming
on Him rather than altering our
mold. Please remember, if I am
talking about you, I talked about
myself first. I am fully convinced
that when we object to the doc-
trine of reprobation we do it sim-
ply because we think He should
not do a thing like that. There
is no objection if we say God.
just passes the wicked by and
they fit themselves for destruc--
tion. But there is not a word said
'here about the vessels of wrath
fitting themselves for anything.
Rather it says they are fitted to
destruction. These vessels of
wrath are in the passive voice
here. So for anyone to change it,
and say they fit themselves to
destruction, it would be like tak-
ing the sentence "John shot a
rabbit" and saying John laid his
gun down for a moment and the
rabbit shot itself. To be sure it
fits our way of thinking better
to say the vessels of wrath fitted
themselves to destruction.
But in Isa. 55:8 we read, "My

thoughts are not your thoughts,
neither are your Ways my ways,-
saith the Lord." When we once
see the truth of this statement
we will stop trying to think what
God should do, and • what He
should not do, and start looking
in the Book to see what He does,
and what He does not do. In Prov.
16:4 we read. `The Lord hath
made all things for Himself: yea,
(or yes) even the wicked for the
day of evil." This verse says
plainly that the Lord made the
wicked for the day of evil. Do
you believe that, or do you pre-
fer to trim it just a little before
you accept it?

In Rom. 9 we see God's sov-
ereignty in regard to both His
elect and the reprobate. Here we
see Him hating Esau even before
he was born. Certainly our na-
tural way of thinking about thip
would lead us to the conclusion
that God should not have hated
this poor boy even before he was
born. But let us remember that
His thoughts are not our thoughts.
So who are we little "nitwits" to
be trying to tell God that His
ways are wrong? In verse 11 we
(Continued on page 5, column 2)
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"UNDISCIPLINED"

"There is a generation that cur-
Seth their father, and doth not
bless their mother." (Prov. 30:
11).

I suppose every generation
thinks the new one is worse than
the last one. The other day a
couple of college girls were over-
heard lamenting the morals of
the girls coming out of high
school. Sounds as if the genera-
tion gap is narrowing. The poiot I
Want to make is that the Scrip-
tures say there is a particular
generation that will curse their
father and will not bless (honor)
their mother. Is it possible that
the "now" generation is the very
one spoken of in the Bible?

The movies, television and mag-
azines encourage our youth to
despise their parents and family
life. They elevate to a place of
dignity such despicable sins as
cursing, adultery, divorce, homo-
sexuality, incest and murder. In
our state universities across the
country our tax dollar is paying
the salary of such men as Jerry
Rubin. It is a known fact that
Mr. Rubin lectures to the youth
encouraging them to kill their
Parents. This, says Mr. Rubin, is
the only way they can be free of
authority since our parents are
the symbol of authority from the
time we are born. Yes, there is a
generation that curses their
father and doth not bless their
mother.

It is comforting to know that
children from Christian homes
are spared a great deal of this
filth. And yet, we see some of it
rubbing off on us. Discipline is
'very lacking in many Christian
homes. It is almost a taboo sub-
ject to speak of pastors and dea-
eons having their children in sub-
jection. And certainly it is not a
requirement for those offices. We
may make excuses but the Word
of God remains the same. Not
Only are we told to discipline our
children but we are given several
examples of what happens when
We don't.

The Lord cursed Eli and his
family forever because Eli re-
fused to restrain his sons. "For I
have told him that / will judge
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his house forever for the iniquity
which he knoweth; because his
sons made themselves vile. AND
HE RESTRAINED THEM NOT"
(I Sam. 3:13). This may sound
harsh hut it reveals the Lord's
thoughts concerning lack of dis-
cipline. Eli knew what his sons
were doing and restrained them
not.
David also failed to discipline

his children and they all suffered
from it. The Bible has this sad
commentary on David and his
son, Adonijah, "And his father
had not displeased him at any-
time in saying, 'Why hest thou
done so?' " (I Kings 1:6). Al-
though David was a man after
God's own heart, his children
brought him much grief. One of
his daughters was raped by one
'of his sons. Both Adonijah and
Absalom turned against their
father and schemed to take his
kingdom from him. Absalom
'murdered Ammon, David's eldest
living son, because of incest with
Tamar. Imagine, if you will, the
heartache and grief this would
bring if it happened in your fam-
ily. And yet, tht is the harvest
we reap when sowing permissive-
ness.
Discipline begins in the cradle.

Perhaps this is because our chil-
dren come from the womb speak-
ing lies (Ps. 58:3). A large part
of this disciplining and training
is the responsibility of us mothers
since we spend the most time
with them in their developing
years. Last week a woman was
bragging how she never spanked
her children. Three days later she
was asked to come to school be-
cause her son was involved in
massive vandalism. She blamed
his associates, his teacher and the
school, but she never once accept-
ed any of the responsibility.

"The rod and reproof give wis-
dom; but a child left to himself
bringeth his mother shame." —
(Proverbs 29:15).

As mothers, let us use the short
time we have with our children
advantageously. Let us teach our
children to respect their parents,
teachers, and government. Should
the Lord be pleased to save them
they will be able to receive the
authority of Jehovah without
question. If they are not Saved,
their life will be more pleasant
while they are here and we, as
mothers, will be spared much
heartache.

The Forum

oney your god, 11 will plague you

lieve he was the most powerful
man in the world. This is the
kind of man God likes to get
hold of. Had .he been a weak-
ling God's power would not have
shown up so well in His dealings
with him. Had Pharaoh given in
without a struggle and had he
let the children of Israel go, the
world would not have learned
about God's great power. All
those miracles would not have
been performed for the world to
see. And there would have been
no occasion for God to drown
him and all his host in the Red
Sea. So God kept hardening his
old heart and, therefore, kept
him resisting until all the plagues
had been brought upon Egypt,
and he and his host had come to
the place God had appointed for
their destruction.

It is possible that about 99 per-
cent of us have the wrong con-
ception as to why God perform-
ed all those miracles in Egypt.
Most people seem to think that
God had to do all these miracles
in order to get the Children of
Israel out of Egypt. But if you
read, and believe Prov. 21:1 you
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learn that all this took place in
order "that the purpose of God
according to election mi g ht
stand." Since God had elected in
the eternity past to love Jacob
and to hate Esau, He did not need
to wait and see what kind of boys
they would be.

God's dealings with Pharaoh is
the clearest example of reproba-
tion that I know of in the entire
Bible. I, like you, have heard
it preached that Pharaoh first
hardened his own heart, and then
God hardened it. That sounds
pretty good to our natural way
of thinking. But the first men-
tion of this hardening his own
heart that I know of is in Ex.
8:15. However, God says in Ex.
4:21 and in 7:3 that He will hard-
en Pharaoh's heart. And in Ex.
7:13 we are told that the Lord
hardened Pharaoh's h ear t. So
we see that all this took place
before he hardened his own
heart in 8:15. We find that we
are told seven times (Ex. 7:13,
9:12, 10:1, 20, 27, 11:10, 14:8) that
the Lor d hardened Pharaoh's
heart, and seven is the number
of completion.

Now why did God do all this?
In Rom. 9:17 we read, "For the
Scripture sa i th unto Pharaoh,
Even for this same purpose have
I raised thee up, that I might
show my power in thee, and that
my name might be declared
throughout all the earth." In Ex.
9:16 God had said all this to
Pharaoh. In all probability this
Pharaoh was the most powerful
ruler in all the world at this
time. You see, this all took place
almost 900 years before the time
of Nebuchadnezzar. So this
Pharaoh had every reason to be-
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drags God from His throne, ties
His almighty hands with the
cords of the free-will of man, and
leaves God helpless before the
throne of • man.

It is too bad that Paul did not
have Mr. Shumate to teach him.

Then Paul would not have had
to say: "Nay, but who art thou,
0 man, that thou repliest against
God?" Rom. 9:20. Further, if
Paul had Shumate to instruct
him, Paul would not have had to
say: "How unsearchable are his
judgments, and his ways past
finding out!" Rom. 11:33. And
Paul had been dealing with the
very subject of which Mr. Shu-
mate talks. Well, isn't this a won-
derful thing? What Paul could
not search and find out, Mr. Shu-
mate comes along nearly 2,000
years later, and explains to us.
My, my, how much smarter is

our Mr. Shumate than the apos-
tle Paul! And he learned it all

in eight years!

will have to admit that God
could have softened old Phar-
aoh's heart just as easily as He
hardened it. That being true, God
could have brought these peo-
ple out of Egypt leisurely by the
way they had gone down there.
God did not have to part the
Red Sea in order for Jacob and
his family to get into Egypt. And,
no doubt, they started out the
same way their forefathers had
come in. But in Ex. 14:1-2 God
had them turn and go another
way. He had fitted Pharaoh and
his host for destruction. Now' the
time had come for them to be
destroyed, so He makes Pharaoh
think he can still stop the Israel-
ites from leaving Egypt. In real-
ity God did not open up the Red
Sea just to let His people out of
Egypt. As we have already said,
they could have gone out the
way they came in had God want-
ed them to. So the prime pur-
pose in His. opening up the Red
Sea was to lure old Pharaoh and
his host to the place He had be-
fore determined was to be the
place of their destruction. If all
this does not prove the doctrine
of reprobation, I do not know
what would.

Rom. 9:18 says, "Whom lie will
He hardeneth." Let's believe it
just because the Bible says it.
And let us stop trying to measure
God with our yardstick. Truly
the doctrine of reprobation is a
hard saying, who can believe it?

\tO\

Eight Years

(Continued from page three)
chosen us. Of course, "good old
Mr. Shumate" is different from
us, for he can see in his own
free-will choice the reason his
Arminian god chose him. Broth-
er, right here is the total reason
that men fight election. It goes
against the pride of man and
leaves him nothing to glory in.
But Mr. Shumate and his thing,
like a church, are going to have
something to glory in, even if it
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Mr. Shumate says: "God has
limited Himself by the choices
of man." Poor little god, how
pitiful you are, tied up and lim-
ited by the choices of man. Broth-
er, I tell you one thing. The
God of the Bible, and the god of
Mr. Shumate are two entirely
different beings. The. God of the
Bible "worketh all things after
the counsel of His own will,"
"Doeth according to His will in
armies of heaven and among the
inhabitants of the earth," "What-
soever His soul desireth, even
that He doeth," and on and on
we could go. The god of Mr.
Shumate is limited by the choices
of man. What a difference! Two
more different beings could hard-
ly be imagined.
Mr. Shumate tries to prove his

heretical doctrine by the Justice
of God. He says that it would be
partial in God to select some from
the multitude of men and do
something for them that He re-
fuses to do for others. Well, sure
it is partial, who ever said it was
not? It was partial to choose Is-
rael from among the nations of
earth. It was partial to open the
Red Sea for Israel to go through
and then drown the armies of
Egypt in the same sea. It was
partial to save some of fallen
mankind and to never save even
one of the fallen angels. It is par--
tial to allow some to be born
where they come into constant
contact with the gospel, and oth-
ers to live and die without ever
hearing it. It was partial to burn
up the men who threw the three
Hebrews in the fiery furnace and
then preserve the three in the
flaming furnace. It was partial
to preserve Daniel in the lion's
den and then let the lions destroy
Daniel's enemies, It was partial
to "put a difference" between
Egypt and Israel in the "little
tribulation" of the judgments on
Egypt.

But then our God is a partial
God. There are those whom He
has chosen and predestinated,
not for anything in them, but ac-
cording to His own pleasure. He
was partial in choosing them.
Christ was partial in dying for
them and not others. The Holy
Spirit was partial in effectually
calling them, and not others. The
doctrine of par tiality runs
throughout the Word of God

from Genesis to Revelation. The
man who cannot see partiality in
God is a blind man who cannot
see one of the clearest truths of
God's Word.
"The Lord had respect unto

Abel and to his offering, But un-
to Cain and to his offering he
had not respect." Gen. 4:4,5.
You see the Bible starts right

off with the doctrine of God's
partiality to His chosen ones.
When the Bible says that there
is no respect of persons with God,
it means that God chooses and
predestinates of His own uncon-
ditional will, and not accorckng
to something in the person. We
sovereign gracers believe that
God is not a respecter of persons
and unconditional election proves
it. Mr. Shumate believes that God
is a respecter of persons and that
God does show respect to the
choice and actions of persons, and
that God elects according to re-
spect of persons.

When Mr. Shumate talks of
this doctrine as God "refusing"
to do something for others, he is
teaching that there is something
in man that desires salvation and
God refuses to give it to man. We
believe, with the Bible, that there
is nothing in man that desires
salvation, and so there is no re-
fusing on the part of God. This
is just a deceitful lie of Mr. Shu-
mate's, designed to prejudice peo-
ple against the truth.

Mr. Shumate says that uncon-
ditional election will not' inspire
missionary activity. Well, Paul
believed it, and he was a pretty
good missionary. The great mis-
sionary minded men of God since
that day believed in uncondition-
al election. Mr. Shumate does not
know what he is talking about
in spite of his eight years of
study. The doctrines of sovereign
grace are great incentives to
evangelistic and missionary ac-
tivity. It kept Paul going in Cor-
inth, when he was tempted to
leave. Acts 18:10-11. Mr. Shumate
is here slandering some of the
greatest missionaries who ever
lived. Fred Halliman is being
greatly used of God on the mis-
sion field, and he is a firm be-
liever in unconditional election.
Mr. Shumate says: "The view

we have here expounded (of elec-
tion) has fewer objections than
any other, and best commends it-
self in the light of what we kricm
of the righteousness and holines,
of God on the one hand, and ot
human responsibility on the oth-
er." Well, pat yourself on the
back, Mr. Shumate. What a great
man you are. This view has one
objection against it that forever
destroys it. Mr. Shumate's view
is completely contrary to the
Word of God. It is the invention
of a heretic. The trouble with
Mr. Shumate is that he knows so
little of the character of God, and
that is why he spews forth his
heresies.
In seeking to answer objections

to his heresy, Mr. Shumate says:
"Jesus plainly says to some of
the Jews, 'ye will not come to
me that ye might have life' (John
5:40), clearly implying that they
could come if they would." But,
when Jesus said that they would
not come, what is the use of say-
ing they could if they would'
(Continued on page 6, column 1 )
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(Continued from page 5)
The whole trouble with man is
not that he can't come to the Lord
if he wanted to, but that man, by
nature does not want to come.
God must give the desire and
will to come to Jesus. Tell me,
Mr. Shumate how people are st,v-
ed who won't come even though
they could come if they would?
And all men by nature, not just
some Jews (as Shumate implies)
will not come to Jesus of them-
selves. Boy, eight years of study
for that!

Mr. Shumate explains (?) Acts
13:48 by saying, "the Jews by
their own choice rejected the
message." But the verse tells us
that those of the Gentiles who
were ordained to eternal life be-
lieved. Mr. Shumate tells us that
the Jews rejected. That is true,
and it is also true that the Gen-
tiles who were not ordained to
eternal life rejected the message.
But Mr. Shumate has not touched
the question of the fact that God
teaches that ordination to eter-
nal life precedes and is the cause
of men believing. If a man ever
dodged a verse, Mr. Shumate
dodges this one. Of course, he ad-
mits in his article that this is a
difficult objection to his doctrine.
I should think it is.
Mr. Shumate says. "It would

seem strange if God should call
upon all men everywhere to re-
pent . . . when only some men
may receive the gift of repent-
ance." Why strange? God has the
right to command men to repent.
God would be untrue to His holi-
ness if He did not command men
to repent. But God's gifts are His
own to do with as He sees fit.
Mr. Shumate, where did you get
your repentance? Did God give
it to you, or did you manufacture
it in the workshop of your dead
and depraved nature? Come on
now, 'fess up, If you have repent-
ance, God gave it to you. He does
not give it to everyone, for ev-
eryone does not have it. Here are
some facts, Mr. Shumate. It is a
fact that some men have repent-
ance, and some men don't. Now,
either this repentance is a gift of
God or it is a work of man. If
it is a gift of God, then God gave
it to some and not others for all
do not have it. If it is a work of
man, you can have it, for it will
not save from hell. Mr. Shumate,
it does not take eight years of
study, it just takes submission to
the Word of God. But then, that
is a gift of God in itself.
Here is a good one. It would

be funny if it weren't so sad. Mr.
Shumate says: "We are not saved
because we are elect: but we are

elect because we are saved." He
uses three exclamation marks to
emphasize this. Well, he has em-
phasized his stupidity and ignor-
ance of the Bible. The Bible
speaks of "ordained to eternal
life," "Chosen to salvation" and
other like statements. But Shu-
mate makes salvation to precede
election and to be the cause of
election. Well, it takes a blind
man to make a statement like
that, and it takes a blind so-call-
ed church to follow such a blind
leader. I would say that the blind
members of Decatur Baptist
Temple, have followed their blind
pastor, and have fallen into the
ditch of rebellion to the truth of
the Bible. If there are any folk
in his organization who are sav-
ed and have their eyes open to
the truth, I would suggest that
they immediately "run — not
walk" to the nearest exit, and get
out of this heretical organization.
I would say that the church
should get rid of the pastor and
call a man who believes the truth,
but I imagine that if there was
any hope left for such an organi-
zation, they would never have
called such a heretic in the first
place, or would have gotten rid
of him before now.
I would say to any folk in this

organization th at believe the
truth, they don't have to remain
as such. There is a true church
not too far away in Windsor, Ill.,
pastored by my good friend,
Wayne Gregory. Get out of what
you are in, and go visit Wayne
Gregory and his fine folk at the
Windsor Baptist Church. You
will hear the precious truths of
the saving grace of God, accurate-
ly, ably, and Scripturally ex-
pounded. It is a sin to listen to
the tommyrot and heresy of Mr.
Shumate, when there is a preach-
er not many miles away like
Wayne Gregory.

Mr. Shumate has more of the
same in his article. He next tries
to disprove the effectual call of
the Holy Spirit to the elect of
God. Then, he blasphemes and
besmirches the death of Christ
by saying it was for all men who
ever have or will live on the
earth. But I am tired of such
heresy. It makes me sick, so I
will stop here. Mr. Shumate is a
heretic on the doctrines of sav-
ing grace. His church is heretical
on them.

Brother pastors: A question,
please. Should we who believe
the truth, recognize Decatur Bap-
tist Temple, with its pastor put-
ting forth such heresy, with their
opiposition to the truth, as a true
church of Jesus Christ? This
should be a matter of serious
consideration for every sound

Send TBE FREE!
TO A YOUNG PREACHER

pastor and sound church. Are or-
ganizations which fight and op-
pose the doctrines of grace, true
churches of Jesus Christ, and is
their baptism to be received? I
mean, no matter how they were
organized, and no matter what
they believe about the church
and the ordinances, can they op-
pose the Word of God on how
God saves sinners, as this man
has in this article, and still be
true churches of the Lord Jesus
Christ? I think not!
God bless you all.
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appeareth for a little time, and
then vanisheth away."

I have read that every time we
breathe, someone is dying. Some
one said, "The earth is a stormy
sea whose every wave is strewed
with the wrecks of mortals that
perish in it." Another person said,
"We m eet one another, salute
one another, pass on and are
gone."

It is not only true that people
pass on, but many great places
have done the same. I, in fact,
have read that Ephesus, which at
one time was the Metropolis of
Asia, was crowded with buildings
as large as our capitol building
in Washington. I'm told that Eph-
esus now looks like a neglected
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graveyard. Antioch is another
city that has vanished away. This
city, when Paul preached there,
was a great Metropolis. There,
in fact, was a three mile long
street that stretched across the
length of the city. At every cor-
ner of this street stood carved
statues to commemorate the great
men of the city — men whom
we have never heard of. There
was, however, one great man in
this city that we know very well.
His name is Paul. There, how-
ever, were no carved statues to
commemorate him, but his name
still lives on because it is record-
ed in the infallible Word of God.
You may remember that it was
in Antioch that the disciples were
first called Christians.
We, since men and places are

vanishing away, should follow
Abraham's example and look for
a city "whose builder and maker
is God."

For ye ought to say, If the
Lord will, we shall live, and do
this or tfutt"—James 4:15.

This verse declares with a loud
voice that our God is sovereign,
and that He is not a far off spec-
tator to the affairs of man. Man
may make big plans, have an
abundance of worldly means to
see his plans to their end, but if
his plans are not according to
God's will, they are doomed to
failure.
"There are many devices in a

man's heart; nevertheless, the
council of the Lord, that shall
stand"—Proverbs 19:21.
One of the devices in a man's

heart is that he shall have world-
ly prosperity and his children
shall not lack for any thing. The
device in his heart is that he and
his family shall not lack for good
health and all the blessings of
life all their days. His device is
that he shall live to a ripe old
age. It is these devices that the
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Lord often times frustrates. We,
rather than enjoying prosperity
and good health, are often times
subjected to grief, afflictions and
even death. The dearest objects
of our affections are, in many
cases removed from our midst.
The children of some become
great burdens when it was
thought that they would be a
great blessing. They b ecome
thorns in the sides of some rather
than a comfort to their hearts.
God's will shall be done, no

matter what man's will shall de-
termine. This fact has been dem-
onstrated again and again in the
Holy Scriptures. You, for exam-
ple, will recall how Joseph's
brethren willed to banish Joseph,
but Gad also had a will and His
will prevailed. You will also re-
call the evil wills of Haman and
Saul and how God's will prevail-
ed over theirs. These men and
others found that which is record-
ed in Jeremiah 20:7 to be very,
very accurate.
"Thou art stronger than I, and

hast prevailed."
God, in overthrowing our plans,

is not being mean to us, but his
actions are the actions of a lov-
ing Father who is stripping us
of self. His purpose is to teach us
that we are not to build our nest
in an earthly tree, since the trees
are all to be cut down with fire.
His purpose is to teach us to set
our affections on things above
rather than on the earth, since,
as James says, ". . . for what is
your life? It is even a vapor,
that appeareth for a little time,
and then vanisheth away."
Let us not become too involved

with a vapor, but let us build up-
on Christ, our everlasting por-
tion.
"But now ye rejoice in your

boasting; all such rejoicing is evil"
—James 4:16.
The "boasting" here referred to

occurs when a man says that he
"shall live and do this or that,"
but doesn't consider whether or
not his plan is within God's will.
His boasting is "evil" because it
declares that God is not really a
sovereign God, but only a spec-
tator to the affairs of man. God,
in other words, is left out of man's
life when He should be the cen-
tral most point of his life. We
have many projects going on in
this country at this very time in
which God is not even considered
or mentioned. This is the height
of "boasting" and will receive its
"jest recompense of reward."
We must conclude that the fall

of man has turned him upside
down in that he is proud of that
which he should be ashamed of
and hates that which he should
love.
"Whose end is destruction, and

whose God is their belly, and
whose glory is their shame, who
mind earthly things"—Phil 3:19.

"Therefore to him that knoweth
to do good, and doeth it not, to
him it is sin"—James 4:17.

A wise person will use his or
her knowledge, that is, they wil
do that which they know to be

1

right. A person who knows to do
good, but doesn't do good, can-
not be said to be wise, but very
foolish. A person who knows that
the temperature is going to drop
to zero, is very foolish if he fails
to put anti-freeze in his radiator.
We all know that life is only a

vapor, but if we ignore our
knowledge and sink our roots
deeply into this world, then we
are very foolish; yea, we have
sinned, because we have failed
to hear God's Word and make
preparation for the world to
come.
"And that servant which knew

his Lord's will, and prepared not
himself, neither did according to
His wilL shall be beaten with
many stripes"—Luke 12:47.
There are those who know to

do good, in that they know they
should leave a particular false
church they are in, and join a
church that preaches the pure
Word of God. We may say that
the verse before us certainly ap-
plies to these people. It may be
said that they know to do good,
but are failing to do what they
know to be right. Those in this
class will one day find themselves
in the same class as the "foolish
virgins" which are spoken of in
Matthew 25. These foolish vir-
gins did not lose their salvation,
but they did fail to be included
in the Bride of Christ. The Lord,
in Matthew 25:12, said to them,
"I know you not." The Lord knew
them as His children, but He did
not know them as His Bride. They
knew to do good, but did it not,
therefore, they missed the great-
est reward of all — they missed
being in the Bride of Christ.
Beloved, your life is only a

"vapor," therefore, I admonish
you to hear and heed the Scrip-
tures during the few days or
years you have left. The Word of
God is all that will last, there-
fore, don't cling to that which
will melt like ice cream.

Intermediate State

(Continued from page one)
made of the abode of the un-
saved. The term Hades can only
be justly applied to the state of
the unsaved between death and
the resurrection since the ascen-
sion of Christ. The English word
Hell is now equivalent to the
Greek word Hades, for Hades is
the place of the disembodied
spirits of lost people.
The rich man went to the Hell

section of the Underworld. His
soul went to a dark, obscure,
miserable place, far from the
righteous, where the souls of
wicked men are confined.
The Scriptures furnish abund-

ant evidence that the souls of all
the unsaved have gone and are
now going to this place. "The
wicked shall be turned into hell,
and all the nations that forget
God" .(Psa. 9:17). Solomon said of
the harlot of Proverbs 7:27: "Her
(Continued on page 7, column 1)

— ----- An Exposition

of

Hebrews

By

A. W. PINK

Now Printed in One

Volume of
over 1300 pages

$9.95

This is the most thorough and the most complete
exposition of Hebrews ever printed. Packed with ser-
mon material.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH

P. 0. BOX 910, ASHLAND, KENTUCKY 41101



Take all the Bible you can on reason and the rest by faith.

Intermediate State

(Continued from page 6)
house is the way to hell, going
down to the chambers of death."
The Lord is said to cast the soul
of the dead Assyrian King and
his host down to Hell. Ezekiel
31:16-17 declares: "I made the
nations to shake at the sound of
his fall, when I cast him down
to hell with them that descend
into the pit . . . They also went
down into hell with him unto
them that be slain with the
sword; and they that were his
arm, that dwelt under the shadow
in the midst of the heathen."

Korah and his rebels went to
Hell: "But if the Lord make a
new thing, and the earth open
her mouth, and swallow them,
with all that appertain unto them,
and they go down quick into the
pit (Sheol); then ye shall under-
stand that these men have pro-
voked the Lord" (Num. 16:30).
Numbers 16:33 is the fulfillment
of this prophecy: "They, and all
that appertained to them, went
down alive into the pit (Sheol),
and the earth closed upon them:
and they perished from among
the congregation." The word "pit"
in these two verses is "Sheol."

The Lord Jesus warned the in-
habitants of Capernaum: "And
thou Capernaum, which art ex-
alted to heaven, shalt be thrust
dOwn to Hell" (Luke 10:15).

A State Of Companionship

The departed spirits of the lost
seem to join other wicked spirits
already in Hell. Ezekiel 31:27

Speaks of the allies of the Assyr-
ian going down "with him" into
Hell. After Lucifer is brought
down to Hell, other wicked spir-
its of men are said to look upon
him. "Yet thou shalt be brought
down to Hell, to the sides of the
Pit They that see thee shall nar-
rowly look upon thee, and con-
sider thee, saying, Is this the man
that made the earth to tremble,
that did shake kingdoms" (Isa.

14:15-16).
What a garbage can Hell will

be! All the scum of the earth
Will be there in one vast group.
There will be idolaters, adulter-
ers, fornicators, drunkards, infi-
dels, revilers, murderers, liars,
sorcerers, extortioners, modern-
ists, liberal theologians, scoffers,
hypocrites, lost preachers, and un-
converted church members! This
Will be a horrible crowd to be
With for eternity!

When a saint dies, his spirit
goes to be with the Lord. When
a sinner dies, his spirit goes to
be with the hypocrites. Jesus
said of the evil servant: "And
shall cut him asunder, and ap-
Point him his portion with the
hypocrites: there shall be weep-
lug and gnashing of teeth" (Matt.
24:51). In death the unbeliever's
soul is cut off from the body.
The body is sent to the grave to
be a prey for worms, and the
soul is sent to Hell to be a prey
for wicked men. The wicked serv-
ant had his portion with the hyp-
ocrites. They are all inmates in
the same prison. Some who will
eq

not go to church with the hypo-

crites will spend an eternity in

Hell with them!

Someone might object by say-

ing, "There was no one with the
rich man in Hell. This means the

wicked will have no one with
whom to ha v e companionship."
But we can no more assume there

was no one with the rich man
than we can assume there was
only Abraham and Lazarus in
Paradise. We know there were
other people in Abraham's Bosom,
and other Scripture seems to indi-
cate the wicked will be "with the
hypocrites."

A Place Of Torment

Of the rich man in Luke 16 it
is said: "And in hell he lift up
his eyes, being in torments . . ."
In verse 24 he cried, "I am tor-
mented." Concerning his condi-
tion Abraham said in verse 25:
"Thou art tormented." In verse
28 the rich man expressed his
fear of his five brothers coming
to what he termed "this place of
torment."

The disembodied wicked are in
the utmost misery arid 'anguish
possible. This endless and remedi-
less torment will be increased and
completed at the resurrection.
When Paul mentioned "tribula-
tion and anguish, upon every
soul of man that doeth evil"
(Rom. 2:9), he must have had
reference to the suffering of the
wicked in Hell.

A Place Of Fire

The rich man said: "I am tor-
mented in this flame" (Luke 16:
24). Nothing is any more painful
to the human body than fire.
Likewise, nothing can describe
the miseries and agonies of the
damned than fire.

If we believe the Bible, we
must believe there is a literal

burning Hell. Jesus Christ said:
". . . whosoever shall say, Thou
fool, shall be in danger of hell
fire" (Matt. 5:22). In Matthew 13:
42 the angels are said to cast the
wicked "into a furnace of fire."
The Beast worshippers are said to
be "tormented with fire and brim-
stone" in Revelation 14:10. I be-
lieve the testimony of God's Word
about a literal burning Hell for
the souls of the wicked between
death and the resurrection. I
have little time to spend with
religious infidels who believe
otherwise. I believe the time is
swiftly approaching when they
will have a very sudden and fiery
conversion to my position.

This fire is what makes all the
torments for those in soulish bod-
ies in Hell. The great heat of the
fire will produce insupportable
thirst. So great a thirst that the
inhabitants of Hell would do any-
thing for a drop of water to cool
their tongue. They will cry and
beg for even one drop of water.
The rich man in the fires of Hell
said: "Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send Lazarus,
that he may dip the tip of his
finger in water, and cool my ton-
gue; for I am tormented in this
flame" (Luke 16:24). But even
this will be denied those who suf-
fer there, for in Hell it is vain
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to expect the least drop of mercy!

A Place Of Misery

Nothing will aggravate the mis-
eries of the wicked more than the
sight of the happiness of the
righteous. Of the rich man it is
said: "And in hell he lift up his
eyes, being in torments, and see-
th Abraham afar off, and Lazar-
us in his bosom" (Luke 16:23).
In Luke 13:28 Jesus Christ said:
"There shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth, when ye shall
see Abraham, and Isaac, and Ja-
cob, and all the prophets, in the
kingdom of God, and you your-
selves thrust out."

For those in Hell to see the
righteous in Paradise afar off will
make Hell Hell. This will be a
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tormenting sight, a frightful pic
ture, a painful view! The sight
of Lazarus in happiness made the
rich man's misery all the more
grievous.

The misery of Hell is so great
that there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth because of the
awful pain. In Matthew 13:50 the
wicked are said to be cast "into
a furnace of fire: there shall be
wailing and gnashing of teeth."
In Matthew 25:30 the unprofitable
servant is said to be cast into
"outer darkness: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth."

A Place Of Remembrance

Abraham said to the rich man:
"Son, remember that thou in thy
lifetime receivest thy good things,
and likewise Lazarus evil things:
but now he is comforted, and
thou art tormented." (Luke 16:
25). The memories of damned
souls will add to their torment
and make the flame hotter.

Nothing will put more oil to
the flames of Hell than: "Son,
remember." In this life sinners
are asked to remember their
Creator, but they will not! Their
misery in Hell will arise from a
"Son, remember," to which they
cannot turn a deaf ear. One of
the chief torments of Hell will
be the remembrance of what was
enjoyed and what was done in
this world. Think of an eternity
where there will be nothing else
to do but burn in fire and re-
member a wasted life.

A Place Of Punishment

II Peter 2:9 reveals the disem-
bodied spirits of the wicked are
now undergoing punishment. I
read from the American Standard
Version which is to be preferred
here: "The Lord knoweth how to
deliver the godly out of tempta-
tion, and to keep the unrighteous
under punishment unto the day
of judgment."

A Place Of No Relief

Those in Hell cannot get out
by their own strength. They can-
not get out and to either Para-
dise or earth. Abraham told the
rich man: "And beside all this,
between us and you there is a
great gulf fixed: so that they
which would pass from hence to
you cannot; neither can they pass
to us, that would come from
thence" •(Luke 16:26). No saint in
Paradise can come to the aid of
a wicked soul in Hell. No priest
or pope can pray one out of this
place. The decree of God has fix-
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ed an impassable gulf which all

the world cannot unfix. This

leaves the miserable creatures in
Hell to an unchanged condition

which all eternity cannot remedy.

The state of departed souls which

are lost is fixed by an irreversible

and unalterable sentence.

No Purgatory For Anyone

According to Roman Catholic
belief, purgatory is a state in
which persons who die in the
friendship of God but without
having fully made amends for
their failings must atone for them
by suffering before being admitt-
ed into Heaven. Catholics believe
these sufferings are lessened by
the offering of prayers and
masses by the priests or pope.
They appeal to II Maccabees 12:
43-46 and Matthew 12:32 to prove
this doctrine.

This doctrine has caused some
uneducated people to believe that
the church sells salvation for
money. It has enslaved the peo-
ple to the priesthood, and it is one
of the primary sources of income
Of the Roman Catholic Church by
which she builds costly cathe-
drals, monasteries, convents and
wineries.
This doctrine makes God a re-

specter of person since a rich
man who dies can leave more
money for prayers and masses
and so pass through purgatory in-
to Heaven sooner than a poor
man. The Bible says: "For there
is no respect of person with God"
(Rom. 2:11). If the priest or pope
has the power to terminate the
suffering of a soul in purgatory,
why does he not do it willingly
and without money? The Bible
says: "Freely ye have received,
freely give" (Matt. 10:8).
The Bible says nothing about

such a place as purgatory. This
is no midway station between
earth and Heaven. Such a belief
is not Christian at all. It is pre-
Christian and it originated among
pagan religions long before the
time of Christ or the New Testa-
ment church.
Our sins are not cleansed by

the fires of purgatory, but by the
blood of Jesus Christ. "The blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from all sin" (I John 1:7). You
can be a son of Abraham accerd-
ing to the flesh and go to Hell,
like the rich man did in Luke 16.
You can be a church member and
be baptized like Judas was and
still go to Hell. Men go to Hell
because of their sins, and the only
remedy for sins is the blood of
Jesus Christ. You do not need the
prayers of some earthly priest!
You do not need some preacher
to put you in the water of bap-
tism to try to find Christ! You
need to contact the blood of
Christ which only can atone for
your sins. Romans 3:25 says
Christ is set for to be a propitia-
tion through faith in His blood.
You need a personal encounter
with the Lord Jesus Christ which
can only come through repent-
ance and faith.
This message was for the bad

people! Boy, I am glad it was
not about me. I certainly do not
want to go to Hell!
But it may be this message

was to you and you failed to real-
ize it. Have you ever come to see
yourself a sinner? Do you know
the time and the place when God
saved you by His grace? You may
think you are not so bad. But re-
member Hell is for the unbeliev-
ers. There will be some good folk

Mar 

there who rejected Christ and

went to church. They were not
drunkards or murderers, but they

were Christ-rejectors! But they

all will go to Hell alike! How is
it with your soul?

"&scsl.

Commentaries

(Continued from page one)
what they pretend the Lord re-

veals direct to themselves. Yet

these men are by no means orig-

inal, and often their supposed in-

spiration is but borrowed wit.
They get a peep at Gill on the
sly. The remarks which they give
forth as the Spirit's mind are
very inferior in all respects to
what they affect to despise, name-
ly, the mind of good and learned
men.
A batch of poems was sent me

some time ago for The Sword
And The Trowel, which were
written by a person claiming to
be under the immediate influence
of the Holy Spirit. He informed
me that he was passive, and what
was enclosed was written under
the physical and mental influence
of the Spirit upon his mind and
hand. My bookshelves can show
many poems as much superior to
these pretended inspirations as
angels are to blue-bottles; the
miserable doggerel bore on its
face the evidence of imposture.

So when I listen to the sense-
less twaddle of certain wise men
who are always boasting that
they alone are ministers of the
Spirit, I am ashamed of their
pretensions and of them. No, my
dear friends, you may take it as
a rule that the Spirit of God does
not usually do for us what we
can do for ourselves, and that if
religious knowledge is printed in
a book, and we can read it, there
is no necessity for the Holy Ghost
to make a fresh revelation of it
to us in order to screen our lazi-
ness.
Read, then, the admirable com-

mentaries. Yet be sure you see
your own minds too, or the ex-
pounding will lack interest.

Here I call to mind two wells
in the courtyard of the Dogan's
palace at Venice, upon which I
looked with much interest. One
is filled artificially by water
brought in barges from a dis-
tance, and few care for its insipid
contents; the other is a refresh-
ing natural well, cool and deli-
cious, and the people contend for
every drop of it. Freshness, na-
turalness, life, will always at-
tract, whereas mere borrowed
learning is flat and insipid.

Mr. Cecil says that his plan
was, when he laid a hold of a
Scripture, to pray over it, and to
get his own thoughts on it, and
then, after he had so done, to
take up the ablest divines who
wrote upon the subject, and see
what their thoughts were.

If you do not think and think
much, you will become slaves
and mere copyists. The exercise
of your own mind is most health-
ful to you, and by perseverance,
with divine help, you may expect
to get at the meaning of ever un-
derstandable passage. So to rely
upon your own abilities as to be
unwilling to learn from others,
is clearly folly; as to study others
as not to judge for yourselves is

— (From Commenting
and Commentaries).
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ATTENTION CHURCH MEMBERS

A

PAYCHECK PROTECTION PLAN

that truly protects you and your family

$28.57 OR $14.28 A DAY

WHEN YOU ARE HOSPITALIZED

FOR COVERED ACCIDENT OR SICKNESS

FOR AS LOW AS $3.00 PER MONTH

Stanaard Life and Accident Insurance Company's
"Paycheck Protection Plan" offers you as a sub-
scriber one of the finest Hospital Income Plans that
is available.
Why do you need a hospital income plan? Because

when you are hospital confined, you need money to
take care of sudden unexpected expenses.
Our new Paycheck Protection Plan will help offset

these extra expenses at a small cost that every
subscriber can well afford.
The age of each family member to be insured

determines his premium.
ACT NOW—You may return your policy within

ten days for a full refund if you are not 100%
satisfied.

MONTHLY PREMIUMS

Age $28.57 a day $14.28 a day

18 through 49 $ 6.00 $3.00

50 through 65 8.00 4.00

66 through 74 10.00 5.00

75 through 90 15.00 7.50

Each Child
0 through 17 1.70 .85

Children's Benefit is 50% of Adult Benefit

9 IMPORTANT QUESTIONS ANSWERED THAT TELL YOU HOW STANDARD LIFE'S PAYCHECK
PROTECTION PLAN GIVES THE PROTECTION YOU AND YOUR FAMILY NEED

1. HOW DO I JOIN THIS PROGRAM?

Just complete the application form below
and mail it with one month's premium to
the address shown.

2. WHAT IF I AM OVER 65?

Even if you are over 65, this plan pays you
cash — directly to you to spend as you
wish — in addition to Medicare and any
other insurance you may have.

3. HOW LONG WILL I BE PROTECTED?

You will be paid the daily benefit you
select when you are hospitalized, for as
long as 365 days for any covered sickness
or accident.

4. IS YOUR COMPANY LICENSED IN
MY STATE?

YES; Standard Life and Accident is li-
censed, and conforms to all state laws.

5. WHEN DOES THE COVERAGE
BECOME EFFECTIVE?

Accidents are covered from issue date.
Sickness first manifested more than 14
days after issue date is covered. Surgery
due to sickness is covered after the policy
has been in force for six months. Cancer,
tuberculosis, heart disease, appendicitis,
hernia, gall bladder, kidneys, disease af-
fecting or involving the female generative
organs are not covered during the first
six months. •

S. WHAT IS NOT COVERED BY THE
POLICY?

Policy does not cover war or any act of
war; intentionally self-inflicted injuries;
mental conditions or disorders; dental work;
cosmetic surgery; pregnancy; venereal dis-
ease or syphilis; use of intoxicants and
narcotics, or confinement in a government
hospital. Conditions that existed prior to
your policy effective date are covered after
two years.

7. HOW WILL I PAY THE PREMIUMS
AFTER THE FIRST MONTH?

Within 30 days after you receive your policy,
we will send you a premium notice. You
may then pay one, three, six or twelve
months premiums as you wish. However,
you will save money if you pay other than
monthly.

8. HOW DOES THE MONEY-BACK
GUARANTEE WORK?

Examine the policy in the privacy of your
home, show it to your doctor, friends or
attorney. If not completely satisfied, return
in 10 days for a full refund.

9. WILL MY PREMIUMS BE INCREASED
WHEN I GO INTO A NEW AGE
BRACKET?

NO; after the policy is issued, your pre-
mium will not be increased because of
advancing age.

REMEMBER, NO SALESMAN OR AGENT WILL CALL. DO NOT DELAY— FILL OUT AND MAIL
THE FORM TODAY.

Make all checks or money orders payable to:
Standard Life & Accident Insurance Company

MAIL TO: STANDARD LIFE AND ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY,
P.O. BOX 25097, OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73193

APPLICATION FOR PAYCHECK PROTECTION PLAN
To: Standard Life and Accident Insurance Company

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73193

Gentlemen: I am enclosing $ . in payment for one month's insurance for your
Hospital Income Plan (Form 915). Check one: E$28.57 a day ID $14.28 a day

My full name is

Street or RFD No

City State Zip

Date of Birth: Mo Day Year Age

I also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my
family listed below: DATE OF BIRTH

FULL NAME (Please Print) MO. DAY YEAR AGE

1

2.

3

4.

5
List additional names on separate sheet and enclose with this application blank.

To the best of your knowledge and belief, have you or any person listed above ever
had high or low blood pressure, heart trouble, diabetes, cancer, arthritis, or tubercu-
losis or have you or they, within the last five years, been disabled by either accident
or illness, had medical advice or treatment, taken prescribed medication for any con-
dition, or been advised to have a surgical operation?

Yes D No u

If so, give details stating persons affected, cause, date, name and address of attending
physician and whether fully recovered.

List health insurance that you or any member of your family listed above has in this
or any other company.

Name of Company Daily Hospital Benefit (if known) Year Issued (if known)

Date Signature
FORM DMA-K BE3 8-2317

Mail your check or money order to:
STANDARD LIFE & ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73193

IMPORTANT — Please Answer Every Question


