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A Divine And
Mysterious Change
By Evangelist T. O. Reese

(In Glory)

Text, John 3:3, "Except a man
be born again, he can not see
the kingdom of God."

Considering its vital and fund-
amental importance, I am sure
that Regeneration has not been
sufficiently emphasized. We might
differ with reference to what it
//leans to be "Born Again," or to
be Regenerated, but if we accept
the Bible as the Inspired Word
of God, we will all agree that
it is impossible to see or enter
the kingdom of God without this
change whatever it may be.
• You may see those great trees
on the Pacific Coast; but without
this change you will never see
the Tree of Life which grows
hard by the throne of God. You
may see the most beautiful rivers

,Of the earth; but without this
. change you will never see the
-River of the Water of Life, which
tingles its silver into the sea of

. glass mingled with fire. You may
• see the different countries, for
it may be your privilege to travel;
but without this change you will
never see that country, which
John Bunyan called "Beulah
Land." You may see the great
cities of this world; but without
this chan:ge you will never see
that city which "hath foundations
Whose builder and maker is God."
(Continued on page 6, column 3)
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it is because there is no light in them."—Isaiah 8:20
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Our annual Thanksgiving serv-

ices are less than a month away,
and we take pleasure in announc-
ing these services.

Elder Milburn Cockrell of Ful-
ton, Mississippi is to be our guest
speaker this year beginning on
Monday, November 19 and going
through SUnday, NOvernber 25.
Brother Cockrell is no stranger
to Calvary Baptist Church. He
has been a contributor to this
paper for many years. He has
preached at our annual Bible
Conference on a number of oc-
casions. He has conducted one
series of revival meetings for us,
and frankly, I doubt seriously if
any man has been before our
church who was appreciated more
by the membership for his
preaching.

Calvary Baptist Church and -her
pastor take the pleasure of invit-
ing you to attend these services.
If you live too far away, be sure
to remember us in prayer. Truly

THE GLORIOUS DOCTRINE OF . . .

SANCTIFICATION
GREAT MESSAGE PREACHED AT RECENT CALIFORNIA CONFERENCE

RICK PERDUE
Le Habra, California

"And the very God of peace
sanctify you wholly; and I pray
God your whole spirit and soul
and body be preserved blameless
unto the coming of our Lord Je-
sus Christ. Faithful is he that
calleth you, who also will do
u-" I Thessalonians 5:23, 24.

In verses 14-22 of this chapter,
We find our responsibilities as
children of God. Our text plainly
declares that our sanctification is
God's responsibility. We need to
be careful to distinguish between
the two. God's word does nat de-

RICK PERDUE

Pend on ours, but rather ours
depends on His. It is God's work
to sanctify us, that is to set us
apart from sin and unto Himself.

I. GOD SANCTIFIES

According to Ephesians 1:4, he
has chosen us to be holy and
Without blame. Christ came to
save His people from their sins,
Matthew 1:21. He did not come
to save them in their sins. If
Christ fails to separate His peo-
ple from their sins, then what
Other of His promises can we
depend upon. Not only does our
text declare that "Faithful is He
:that ealleth you, who also will do
It;" but Philippians 1:6 states
"that He which hath begun a
good work in you will perform

it until the day of Jesus Christ,"
and Philippians 2:13 says, "For it
is God which worketh in you both
to will and to do of His good plea-
Huse." He sanctifies us with His
blood (Hebrews 13:12). In Rev-
elation 1:5, we find that He has
"loved us, and washed us from
our sins in His own blood."

II. HE SANCTIFIES THE
WHOLE MAN

Although "He hath chosen us
in Him before the foundation
of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before
Him in Love:", it is begun in
our lives in regeneration. As Paul
said to Titus, "For we ourselves
also were sometimes foolish, dis-
obedient, deceived, serving divers
lusts and pleasures, living in mal-
ice and envy, hateful, and hating
one another. But after that the
kindness and love of God our
Saviour toward man appeared,
Not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but accord-
ing to His mercy He saved us,
by the washing of regeneration,
and renewing of the Holy Ghost:"
Though we were once sinners
by nature and habitual practice,
He -has called us unto holiness.
How can we that are dead to
sin live (or dwell) any longer
therein. "Whosoever is born of
(Continued on page 5, column 3)
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it would be a joy to have you in
fellowship for these services. We
rejoice for the privilege we have
of extending this invitation to
you.
Of course, you will recall that

on Thanksgiving morning at 8:30

MILBURN COCKRELL

we will have our regular Thanks-
giving service. I did not get to
attend last year due to the fact
that I was in the hospital. How-
ever, I am anticipating this year
to preach as usual. You may re-
call that I preached my first ser-

la&
BOUND
VOLUMES
We have, been glad through the

years to act as clearing agent for
our readers in helping them se-
cure bound volumes of this paper.
Many times folk Lail to get a
bound volume in the year that
it is published, and later they
wish they had. Occasionally, we
are able to help out in this re-
spect.

It so happens now we have one
copy of the bound volume for the
year 1969. If you are interested,
may I suggest that you contact
us immediately for I am sure
that when this appears in print,
we will have many requests for
it.
As of this date, we have not

yet gotten our bound volumes
for 1972. We are expecting them
momentarily and should have
them within a very short time.
A full announcement will be
made as soon as they are avail-
able.

mon on Thanksgiving in 1924.
With but two exceptions, (1960
and 1972 — sick both times), I
have preached on Thanksgiving
every year since.
Since I preached my first ser-

mon at the Thanksgiving season,
it is sort of an anniversary with
me. I am looking forward to
preaching again this year. My
message is prepared, and I am
ready for the occasion.
We invite our friends who live

near us to attend the services.
We certainly are praying that
God will give us a very gracious
meeting this year.
Thanksgiving is always a time

when we ask for a special offer-
ing for TBE. It is always needed
badly, and this year is no excep-
tion. It shall be our sincere
prayer that God will give to us
a most gracious offering, and that
we will have a glorious season of
fellowship and worship in these
Thanksgiving services.

411. 

Spiritualizers,
The Great Curse Of
This Modern Day
By MILBURN COCKRELL

Fulton, Mississippi

For centuries the theological
world has been at odds as to the
method to be employed in the
interpretation of the Bible. The
adoption of diff?.:•ent methods of
interpretation has -produced the
various religious denominations
and their variety of views. The
basic difference between religious
bodies arises from the adoption
of irreconcilable methods of in-
terpretation.

ALLEGORICAL METHOD

There seems to be an ever
growing number of theaiogians
and comment-'r ; who use the
allegorical method of interpreta-
tion. This method ignores rhe
literal sense and primary mean-
ing of a verse of Scripture. Ev-
ery word and event is made an
allegory of some kind, either to
escape theological difficulty or
to maintain certain religious
views.

Those who use this method do
not seek to interpret the Scrip-
tures. Rather they try to pervert
the true meaning of the Word
under the guise of seeking a
deeper and more spiritual mean-
ing. The allegorical method is a
spring board for the interpreter's
imagination. This method is
used by those who do not find
(Coninued on page 6, column 4)

HOW BAPTIST FAITH MISSIONS DISHONOR . . •

GOD AND HIS CHURCH
By JOE WILSON, SR. — GLADWIN, MICHIGAN

"Unto Him be glory in the church."—Ephesiaus 3:21.
This verse of God's Word in-

forms us of the proper place
where we are to give glory to
God. This verse does not stand
alone in setting -forth the Lord's
church as the place in which, and
through which, we are to serve
God in such a way as to properly
give.glory to God. Our Lord Jes-
us Christ established a Missionary
Baptist Church during His minis-
try on earth. He promised perpe-
tuity till His coming again to that
church. He authorized that
church, and only that church and
those descending from it, to do
His work in the world, in this
age. He baptized that church in
the Holy Spirit. He promised to
be with that'church in a special
way until the end of the age,
which age will end in the pre-
tribulational rapture of God's
children. And God gets glory out
of the work that is done in,
through, and under the authority
of that church. The verse which
heads this article forever elimi-
nates anything other than a true
church from being the place of
giving proper glory to God.
But, oh, what glory robbers we

have today. Who can number the
false churche s, the mission

-"C3be naptist "Examiner tflutpit
13•4100..40.0440.'"il A Sermon by Pastor John R. Gilpin VtraftwO/Ap•wit/u....ajp

"What is truth?"—John 18:38.
I might say that philosophers

through all ages have argued the
question as to what is truth. It
is one of those questions about
which there is a tremendous
amount to be said in every di-
rection.
It reminds me of the word

"good." I don't suppose y o u
would ever get through discus-
sing and arguing the meaning
of the word "good." You talk
about a good boy. You talk about
a good sermon. You talk about
giving a child a good sound

"TRUTH"
thrashing. You talk about a good
horse. Well, there is a tremend-
ous variation when applied to the
word "good."
I remember once in college, in

a philosophy class, that I spent
a whole half year meeting three
times a week, arguing the ques-
tion of the nature of goodness,
and at the end of that time I
found that we just barely had
begun to understand the first
principles so far as the word
"good" was concerned. There was
no end to it.
The same thing is true so far

as the word "truth" is concerned.
I don't suppose, if you discussed
it from every angle, and if you
took this text where Pilate ask-
ed the questibn as to what is
truth and analyzed th e word
"truth," that there would be any
end to the analysis, and that in a
lifetime you would be able to
completely master the meaning
of the word "truth."
Let me say briefly that I con-

sider the word "truth" to have
two meanings. There is, first of
all, the written truth of the Word
(Continued on nage 2. column 1)

boards, the schools, and the my-
riad of organizations that seek to
rob God of the glory that is due
Him in His church. When men
seek to do God's work in, under,
or through organizations other
than true churches, they are rob-
bing God of the glory that is due
Him in His church. •

I have before the the August
issue of "THE ALUMNUS." This
paper is put out by the Lexington
Baptist College Aiomni Associa-
tion. This college is located in
Lexington, Ky. Some time ago,
I re-iewed an article in "THE
ASHLAND AVENUE BAPTIST,"

JOSEPH M. WILSON

which is put out by this same
college or by its supporting
church. That article was one that
seemed to be defending the
Southern Baptist Convention. I
could see then, and can see now
no reason for a church that calls
itself independent, to publish an
article defending the Convention.
Now in "THE ALUMNUS," we
have an article extolling Baptist
Faith Missions. Such extolling of
man-made institutions is taking
the glory that belongs in the
Lord's church and giving it to
man's organizations. It is surely,
GLORY: OUT OF PLACE.

The following is a quote from
THE ALUMNUS: "Baptist Faith
(Continued on -na Fes a. column 1)
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the qualities of truth. Listen:
"For his merciful kindness is

great toward us: and the TRUTH
OF THE L 0 R D ENDURETH
FOREVER."—Psa. 117:2.
I insist, beloved, there is no

quality in all this world that re-
mains as enduring as truth. You
recognize the fact that we are
living in a changing world. Every-
thing about us is in a state of
change and fluctuation. Every-
thing about us is in a changing
status and we can truly sing the
old hymn which says:
"Change and decay in all about

I see
0 thou who changest not, abide

with me."
Truly, beloved, this world is

in a state of change, but the
truth endures. The truth never
changes.

I was thinking this afternoon
how this world has changed even

since I was a little boy. It used

to be that a boy would go doWn
to the seaside to watch shiPe
come in; now boys go out to the

airport to watch the ships come
down. It used to be that we
thought of this world as a verY
large place; now, in the last feW
years, we realize that the world
has shrunk perceptibly so far 80
size is concerned. We are living
in a world that is changing eyed
day.

Even the styles are changing.
Contrast the styles of fifty, sixtY
and seventy years ago with the
styles that are worn today. Yes'

terday as I was standing in the
door, an individual of the female

specie passed by most scantilY

(Continued on page 3, column l)
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"Truth"

(Continued from page one)
of God, and in the second place,
the Lord Jesus Christ is living
truth, truth personified. In the
book of Malachi we read con-
cerning written truth:
"The law of truth was in his

mouth, and iniquity was not
found in his lips: he walked with
me in peace and equity, and did
turn many away from iniquity."
—Mal. 2:6.
You will notice that Malachi

refers to the Word of God as the
law of truth, so I say that the
Bible, the Word of God, is writ-
ten truth.
Then so far as truth personi-

fied is concerned, I think that we
all agree that the Lord Jesus
Christ is truth personified. He is
the personification of truth. We
read:
"Jesus saith unto him. I am

the way, THE TRUTH, and the
life; no m'an cometh unto the
Father, but by me."—John 14:6.

In this verse Jesus says that He
is the way to God, He is the
truth about God, and He is the
life that God gives unto us, so
Jesus makes it clear that He
Himself is truth personified.

Notice again:
"And the Word was made

flesh, and dwelt among us, and
we beheld his glory, the glory as
of the only begotten of the Fath-
er, full of grace and truth." —
John 1:14.

I think if you will take Pilate's
question wherein •he ask e d,
"What is truth," you can answer
that question briefly and in a
way that will bless your own
soul if you will just remember
that the Bible is written truth
and Jesus Christ is truth person-
ified.

THERE ISN'T ANYTHING
THAT IS QUITE AS IMPORT-
ANT AS TRUTH.
Whether you look at truth from

Accident .
One who feels like apologizing for his religion needs to apologize for what he has.

• • Immortal . • . Until Work Is All Done
On Friday, October 12, I suf-

fered an accident on my farm.
I was working at my farm,

harvesting corn, when I suddenly
had a dizzy spell whereby I fell
off the tractor just in the front of
the large rear wheel. The tractor,
the corn picker, and the wagon
half filled with corn all ran over
me.
I was able to get my face

away from the large rear wheel
on the right side of the tractor so
that the tractor missed my head
but passed over my shoulders
and back with the result that
from my shoulders to my waist
I was bruised terribly.
Of course, it nearly crushed

me to death right there in the
field. In the providence of God,
one of the men who works for
me came out to the field in about
fifteen minutes, and found me
where I was lying. Immediately
he took me to the emergency
room of the hospital for X-rays.
examinations, and treatment.

After making a great number
of X-rays, the doctor said, "Mr.
Gilpin, you are a most fortunate
man. I know a little bit about
farming, and I know that all that
equipment that passed over your
body is exceedingly heavy. You
should have been killed be-
fore the last piece passed over
you, but instead you have no
broken bones — not even a frac-
ture. Other than the fact that
you will be exceedingly uncom-
fortable for the next few weeks,
you should get along all right."

Well, I can vouch for the un-
comfortableness, for the past
several days have been thus. Get-
ting in and out of bed has been
almost an impossibility. I haven't
had a real night's rest. I have not
been able to drive — Mrs. Gil-
pin has been •doing all of this
for me. However, by having some
exceedingly fine helpers work-
ing with me, we have managed
to keep everything moving just as
usual.
Before leaving the emergency

room at the hospital, one of the
doctor's assistants came over and
said to me, "There was surely
somebody riding that tractor
with you." Well, I know he was
right. Ever since the Lord saved
me, He has ,always been with me,
and I am sure He took mighty
good care of me on Friday, the
twelfth of October.
The Bible says that the angels

are ministering spirits sent forth
to minister for the heirs of salva-
tion. I have a feeling that the
Lord had a great number of His
angels under that equipment with
me that held it up to the extent
that I did not get the full weight
Of the equipment. Had this not
been true, God could have very
easily written "Finis" to my
life.
I don't understand how I could

have fallen under the tractor.
Neither do I understand how all
of this equipment could have
passed over me without literally
mashing my insides out. I cannot
understand what caused the
tractor to stop about one hun-
dred yards after it ran over me.
In fact, the whole thing is a mys-
tery to me.
We don't understand why such

an experience as this should
come, but this we know: God has
had His way and His purpose
and plan have been fulfilled. I
don't believe in accidents. I don't
think anything happens by
chance. I believe we live in a
world that is governed by an all
wise and powerful God and that
this entire event was planned,
purposed, and executed by the
Lord.
In this instance, I want, to

thank two people especially.
There is a young lady, who has
attended services with us for a
long time, that is still unsaved,
who is the X-ray technician at the
hospital. I never thought about
her being there until it came to
me when I heard them call her
name. As soon as she found out
that I was there she turned all

of her duties over to others.
When they came to ask her ques-
tions, she insisted that she was
busy taking care of me and only
gave them orders to proceed until
she could finish with me. Even
when they finished with me in
the X-ray room she went into the
emergency room and stayed with
me for sometime. This was cer-
tainly above and beyond the
call of duty. I surely thank God
for her today. I want you to pray,
that God shall save her. I feel
more obligated to her today than
ever before. Likewise, Elder
Owen Croy, who is a preacher
member of our church and an un-
usually good preacher at that, has
been an exceedingly great
amount of help to me. I want to
thank Brother Croy in a particu-
lar way for his kindness and for
his assistance in our work. He
has taken the burden off of me
on Sundays since this experience
took place.
When the wagon, which was

the third piece of equipment, had
cleared my body, I leaned back
on the ground and my first
thought was 'thank you Lord."
I never felt His presence more or
was more conscious of His good-
ness. I was sure that the wagon
was the last piece and that there
was nothing else to pass over me.
I don't think I could have stood
very much more. At the same
time, I was thankful that God had
had His way.
On the following Sunday,

Brother Halliman preached. Of
course, I wasn't there but I un-
derstand that he told the folk of
our church about the experience
and said that my living was a
miracle. I am sure that in this he
was correct. The more I con-
sider it and think about it, the
more convinced I am of the
truthfulness of Brother Halli-
man's statement.
We've had some wonderful

letters. I'd like to share them all
with you but this is impossible.
However, I must let you read

with me the letter from Bro. JO
Wilson, as follows:

"I, along with thousands of
others, am so grateful that
you were not critically in-
jured in the incident of late.
It just seems that the Lord
has some more work for you
to do. You surely must be a
tough old bird. It seems like
you just go on and on. But
we know it is the sovereign-
ity and providence of God,
and many of us are praying
that God will keep you with
us a long time to come. I
guess your enemies are won-
dering what on earth it is
going to take to get rid of
you.
Well, Brother, keep fight-

ing, and I know you will.
Your wounds are many, but
you have been and are a
great soldier, and we lesser
soldiers need you up front
for us. God bless you, yours,
and the work there. Pray for
us here."

I don't take space in TBE tO
tell you this so that you will
know how tough I am. I don't,
want you to call me "Mr. TuffS.''
I tell you this for one purpose:
that God might be glorified. I
have a feeling that I am todaY
living proof of the absolute sov-
ereignty of God in all things. I
rejoice even in my pain for Ille
goodness.
The fact that I am living todaY

is proof that the Lord is not
through with me yet. I have
always said that we are all Mr
mortal until our work is done.

I am sure that God has more
work for me, and I plan to keen
busy until He comes. I don't
know anything as to what He
has in store for me for the future,

but one thing is for sure: He
still has some work for me to do.

I plan to go on preaching the
truth and rebuking heresy wher-
ever I find it until the Lord Jesue
comes again.

the standpoint of the Bible or
whether you consider truth from
the standpoint of the Lord Jesus
Christ, there isn't anything in
this world that is quite as im-
portant as truth itself. We find
that Solomon says:
"Buy the truth, and sell it not."

—Prov. 23:23.
Truth is such an important

commodity to us that he tells us
that we are to buy it, and when
we have received it, it is not to
be sold, but rather it is to be held
on to forever.

Now some commodities y o u
might buy and resell them. Some
articles and commodities might
be bought for resale purposes.
Some articles and commodities
might be bought from the stand-
print of speculation, that you
might be able to make some
money relative to the sale and
the barter and the ,trading of
tha3e particular articles or com-
modities, but not so with truth.
The truth is so important that

......••••••••••••••, 
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Solomon would insist it is one
commodity that we are to buy,
and when we have it, we are to
hold it and keep it as a perm-
anent, personal possession from
then on.

Now that would tell us some-
thing of the importance of truth.
May I remind you that we
wouldn't know anything at all
about what a church was like if
it were not for the truth that is
written in the Word of God and
for the Lord Jesus Christ who
came and taught us when He was
here in the days of His flesh.
May I remind you that we
wouldn't know anything •at all
about salvation if it were not
for the truth that is recorded in
the Word of God ,and the truth
that Jesus Christ Himself gave
to us from His own lips when
He was living here in the days of
His flesh. I tell you, beloved, it is
important that we know the
truth, that we have the truth,
and, as Solomon says, that we
buy it and then don't sell it.
What is true of the church and

of salvation is true of every other
doctrine of God's Book, for we
would know nothing at all about
the great teachings that God
would want us to know if it were
not for the truth of His Word.
I tell you, there isn't anything in
this world as important as is
truth, whether it be written truth
of the Bible, or whether it be
truth personified in the Lord Je-
sus Christ. Your eternal life, not
only while here in this world, but
beyond this life, depends upon
the truth. I insist, there is noth-
ing in this world as important
as is the truth.

II
THERE IS NOTHING AS EN-

DURING AS IS THE TRUTH.
The Psalmist tells us some-

thing about how enduring are
0.411.......M.OV...•••••••••,•••••••••••••••••••••4111.
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One's religion never accumulales from laying !I away in cold slcrage.

"Truth"

(Continued from page two)
attired. I thought, what would
grandma have thought if she
Could come back and stick her
head out the door and see that
girl as she walked by. Beloved,
things have changed, and chang-
ed considerably.
I insist that we have a Book

that is not only important to the
extent that we are to buy it, and
Inaintain it, and hold on to it,
and never sell it, but we have
truth that is of an enduring na-
ture. Listen:
"Heaven and earth shall pass

itway, but MY WORDS SHALL
NOT PASS AWAY."—Mt. 24:35.
Mark it down, this old earth

is some day going to be moved
away, and the heavens are going
to change. We read that some of
these days God is going to ren-
ovate by fire the 'heavens and
the earth, but though the heav-
ens and the earth themselves are
changed, the Word of God
Changes not.
Beloved, truth has enduring

Qualities. Listen:
"For ever, 0 Lord, thy word

h settled in heaven."—Psa. 119:
89.

The truth is established for-
ever in Heaven. There is a copy
on file in the registry office in
the sky to the extent that the
truth of God's Word cannot be
destroyed. You might take your
bible and burn it. You might
gather every Bible in the world
and put them in a bonfire. You
!night go into every museum and
bring out the pieces of statuary
that refer to the Bible and de-
Strov them. You might go to the
Libraries and get the books that
aPeak the name of God and quote
the Bible, and you might destroy
every evidence of the Bible. You
tight get rid of the Word of God
So far as this world is concerned,
but even then you couldn't de-
stroy the Bible, because the Word
Of God says, "For ever, 0 Lord,
thy word is settled in heaven."
teloved, there is a copy, I say
in the registry office of the sky
that can't be destroyed.
The truth is enduring.

III

TRUTH HOLDS A PATHETIC
POSITION SO FAR AS THIS
WORLD IS CONCERNED.
We read:

"Truth is fallen in the street."
--Isa. 59:14.
I think if you will read this

Closely, you will see somewhat
the idea of an individual in the
onddle of the street, with folk
Shooting from one side to the
Other and the individual is caught
In the crossfire, and shot down in
the middle of the street. Isaiah
n that truth ha s suffered

entnewhat in that fashion. Truth
la fallen in the street.
One Arminian denies election

and predestination. While an-
Other goes further in his heresy
arid denies the security of the
8aved. Truth surely suffers in
the crossfire of these two groups
'Of Arminian heretics.

One group of heretics say the
church is universal and visible,
while another says it is tmiversal
but invisible. And all the while,
Jesus' church—the local church—
the only organization Jesus ever
had, suffers between the on-
slaughts of these two groups of
truthhaters.

It is surely pathetic as to the
pOsition truth holds today within
this world.
I insist that there is mighty

little of the truth that is being
preached today. I don't believe
that there is very much of the
truth of God's Book that is being
given out in this world at the
present time. We hear from peo-
ple all over America who tell
us how hard it is to find a place
to go to church where they can
hear the Word of God preached,
who tell us how they go to
church and yet go away without
having their souls fed from the
Word of God. They hear all about

holds and occupies in this present
time.
A man was telling me some-

time ago how he walked 3 miles
to services from out in the coun-
try and when he got there he
found that the pastor was going
to speak on some trivial, foolish
subject. He said that there was
absolutely no reference to the
Word of God, that the Bible
wasn't discussed, that the pastor
never read a text from the Bible,
that he never quoted it, and he
never opened it. In fact, he even
left the Bible lay on the stand
and didn't even have a Bible be-
fore him when he stood in the
pulpit.
I say to you, beloved, truth

is surely fallen in the street. You
can read in the book of Amos
that it says there is going to come
a time when there will be a fam-
ine in the world—not a famine
for bread, but a famine for the
Word of God. I believe that we
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the points of standard of excel-
lence. They can hear all the rules
given whereby the church might
try to attain to those standards
of excellence. They can hear all
the rules given whereby t h e
church might try to at t ain to
those standards, but to hear the
Word of God is a different matter
in the average church.

So I say that truth today is
truly fallen in the street. Just
'as it is pictured here as being
Icaught in the crossfire and shot
down in the middle of the street,
so with the Arminians shooting
from one direction to the other,
and the universal church crowd
doing likewise, truth is surely
fallen in the street today. I know
of nothing that is as pathetic as
to think of the position that truth
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are living in that day right now.
I think with modernism and fem-
inism and the Arrninianism arid
Universal Churchism on every
hand, that we have truly a fam-
ine relative to the Word of God
right now. There are mighty few
places where you can go today
whereby you hear the Bib le
taught in its purity. I tell you,
beloved friends, truth is fallen
in the street today.

I think about the letters that
come tc us from week to week.
I tell you, time and time again,
my heart bleeds as I read the
letters that we receive from peo-
ple scattered all over America
who have no place to go to
church, who have no opportunity
to hear the Word of God, and
the only thing they have for their
spiritual edification other than
the Word of God is THE BAP-
TIST EXAMINER and the mes-
sage that it carries. Brother, sis-
ter, listen to me, truth is surely
fallen in the street today.

neath the house is the pillar, and
beneath the pillar is the ground.
So if you start at the bottom
and come up, you have t h e
ground, you have the pillar or the
foundation, and then you have
the house. Now the Apostle Paul
tells young Timothy that the pil-
lar and the ground that holds up
the truth is the church of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
In other words, just as the

house doesn't stand out in space,
but rather is upheld by the pil-
lars and the ground beneath
those pillars, so, beloved, the
church is the pillar and the
ground that supports and upholds
the truth.
I tell you, there wouldn't be

'any truth in this world if it were
not for the church of the Lord
Jesus Christ that preaches it.
That is why it is I insist we are
not to compromise the truth in
any wise at all. That is why it is
that I insist that God's people
are, to take a firm uncompromis-
ing stand against Modernism, and
Arminianism, and Feminism, and
Lodgism and against all the isms
of this world. We are to take a
stand against all these for one
reason—a church's business is to
be the ground and pillar that sup-
ports the truth, and if we are
going to support it, we haven't
any reason or time to compro-
mise relative to the Word of God.
I am ready to grant you that

it would be a whole lot simpler if
we would compromise the Book.
I am ready to grant that so far
as I am concerned, I would have
had a lot more pleasant things
said about me if I had compro-
mised the Book. I am satisfied
that there would have been far
more love manifested toward me
if I had compromised the truth.
I come badk to this fact, under-
neath the truth is the church, and
just as the pillar and the ground
support the house, so the church
supports the truth, and it is our
business to uncompromisingly,
itmweveringly, unf a 1 t eri ngly
stand for the teachings of God's
Book through His church.
I tell you, beloved, a church

needs to realize this more and
more every day. In these days
when compromise is so apparent
and when people are so given
over to the denial of the Word of
God, we need to realize that our
business as a church is to give
the truth unto this world. Listen:
"Brethren, if any of you do

err from the truth, and one con-
vert him; Let him know, that
he which converieth the sinner
from the error of his way shall
save a soul from death, and shall
hide a multitude of sins."—James
5:19,20.

Notice James tells us that we
as a church are to take that man
that has erred from the truth, and
we are to convert him or turn
him around, and get him on the
right path so far as the truth is
concerned.

Notice again:

"But SPEAKING THE TRUTH
in LOVE, may grow up into him
in all things, which is the head,
even Christ."—Eph. 4:15.

Notice, Paul insists upon the

Iv

THE CHURCH IS TO UP-
HOLD THE TRUTH.
We read:

"But if I tarry long, that thou
mayest know how thou °ugh/est
to behave thyself in the house of
God, which is the church of the
living God, the pillar and ground
of the truth."—I Tim. 3:15.
Here is a house in the process

of construction. But you don't
build a house in midair. You don't
have a house standing out in
space. Rather, beneath that house
is a pillar, and then underneath
that pilhr is the ground. We call
the pillar the foundation today,
but it is all the same thing. Be-
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fact that we are to speak the
truth in love. He doesn't say any-
thing about speaking with a fork-
ed tongue. He doesn't say any-
thing about speaking deceitfully.
He doesn't say anything about
speaking hypocritically or in a
compromising manner, but rath-
er he says that we are to speak
the truth. When he says t h e
truth, he means everything that is
recorded within this Book. He
doesn't mean for us to pick out
the portions that are pleasing to
the fancy of man, but we are
to take the Book and preach the
truth in love.
Then the prophet Zechariah

likewise tells us how a church
is to give the truth to the world,
for he says:
"Speak ye every man the

truth to his neighbor."—Zech. 8:
16.
Who lives near to you? Who

do you come in contact with each
day? Who do you work by day by
day? Well, that is your neighbor.
In other words, the person that
is nearest to you, that you have
dealings with, that you have the
opportunity to talk with, that in-
dividual is your neighbor, and
the Word of God says that you
are to speak every man the truth
to his neighbor.
I come back to this fact and I

say that the church is to uphold
the truth. Our business as a
church is to give the truth to
this world. I -think the majority
of churches in this world today
have gotten to the place where
they are trying to go along with
the world rather than run con-
trary to the grain of the world.
That, 'beloved, is not the proper
attitude. The proper attitude of
a church is to give the truth out
regardless of whether people like
it, accept it, or want it. Our busi-
ness is to give the world the
truth of God's Word.

It is a whole lot easier for a
man to preach a universal church
than for him to preach that Je-
sus established a missionary Bap-
tist church when He was here
in the days of His flesh. It would
be a great deal easier, and would
make us far more popular, if we
would tell people that everybody
in this world who is saved is in
the church, and that these local
churches don't amount to any-
thing at all. But, beloved, that
is not our position. Our position
as a church is to tell the truth
relative to the church.

The same is true when it comes
to the matter of women keeping
silent in the church. The Word
of God is plain on it. Listen:

"Let your women keep silence
in the church: for it is not per-
mitted unto them to speak."—
I Cor. 14:34.

Beloved, if God didn't mean
what He said in this Scripture,
pray tell me, why didn't God
say what He meant? If God didn't
know what He was talking about,
why didn't somebody tell Him
what He was talking about be-
fore He made that awful blunder
of writing I Corinthians 14:34?
I tell you, beloved friends, it is
our business to preach what the
(Continued on page 4, column 4)
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"Please comment on the so-called 'Faith Promise Missions'
offerings, complete with signing of pledge cards, etc. This is
above and in addition to the tithe and in addition to any special
needs offerings which may arise."
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I personally do not recommend
this method of securing finance
to carry on the work of the Lord
in this world. The Arabia Baptist
Church does not ask her members
to give "Faith promises," mission-
ary offerings or sign pledge cards.
The program for financing the
Lord's work is clearly revealed
in the' Scriptures, and I do not
find one incident where they
signed cards or gave faith prom-
ises, but the Scriptures reveal
that the members of the church
are exhorted to bring into the
storehouse (treasury of the
church) their tithe and offering
on the first day of the week.
• "Now concerning the collection
for the saints, as I have given
order to the churches of Galatia.
even so do ye"—I Cor. 16:1.
Thus, the membership are com-

manded to bring in of their mon-
ey as the Lord hath prospered
them in order to manifest their
love for Him, and also to mani-
fest their concern and interest in
the carrying out of the commis-
sion given by the Lord to His
body, the church, to go into all
the world and make disciples.
Not only do we show forth our

love for Jesus and His church,
but we also are giving thanks to
Him who has enabled us to earn
our livelihood, thus keeping body
and soul together. When I give
my tithes and offerings, I am say-
ing to my Father, "Thank you
Lord, for enabling me to earn my
bread so my physical body might
have strength to labor for You,
and now I give my portion of in-
come so that Thy body (the
church) may work in Your field
(world) for the salvation of those
whom Thou has resurrected from
a state of spiritual death that they
may be well fed and grow in
grace and knowledge of Jesus
Christ.
"But grow in grace, and in the

knowledge of our Lord and Sa-
viour Jesus Christ. To him be
glory both now and for ever.
Amen"—II Peter 3:18.

Many give because they sign
a pledge card or they have given
promises, but our motive should
be because of our love and con-
cern for the things of the Lord.
To me in some eases, perhaps not
in all, the signing of pledge cards
would cause one to give with the
wrong motive, and thus lose the
reward that would have been
theirs had they given it to mani-
fest their love for the Lord.

Faith promises and pledge
cards could also be the means
of one taking to himself the
praise that belongs only to Jesus.
By that statement, I mean that

some would boast of the amount
they have pledged, rather than
Praising Him who hath in His
mercy and kindness, is not de-
termined by the denomination on
the bill given, rather it is based
upon the percentage of what we
earn. This is very forcibly taught
by our Lord when He revealed
the amount given by the widow.

"And he looked up, and saw
the rich men casting their gifts
into the treasury. And he saw
also a certain poor widow cast-
ing in thither two mites. And he
said, Of a truth I say unto you,
that this poor widow hath cast
in more than they all: For all
these have of their abundance
cast in unto the offerings of God:
but she of her penury hath cast in
all the living that she had" —
Luke 21:1-4.

Another reason for my opposi-
tion to faith promises and pledge
cards is we are not to let our
left hand know what our right
hand doeth. Read Matt. 6:3. But
by faith promises and signing of
pledge cards, we make known to
the whole body (church) what
we are doing. Therefore, I am
opposed to any other way of se-
curing finance than that which
is revealed in the Scriptures;
namely, bringing into the church
as the Lord has prospered us.

E.G.
COOK

701 Cambridge
Birmingham. Ala.

BIBLE TEACHER

Philadelphia
Baptist Chinch

Birmingham, Ala.

edge of His love for us. In other
words, if we know very little
about God's love for us, we have
very little love for Him. And if
we have very little love for Him
we had rather buy popcorn and
peanuts with the Lord's money
than to give it to the church
where it can be used to carry
out the commission He has given
to His church.
So many Baptist pastors seem

to be concerned about raising
more money than the pastor be-
fore them did. But _my concern
is, are we in the Lord's will, do-
ing that which is well-pleasing
in His sight. He is the One who
says, "The silver is mine, and
the gold is mine," Hag. 2:8. So I
just leave the matter of financing
the work up to Him. I fully be-
lieve He can do it through His
people who love Him enough to
give freely and cheerfully. I also
believe they are the ones who
will be blessed in their giving. If
someone wants to let others take
care of the giving, let him re-
member, others get the blessing
from the Lord.

One great troub le with the
world today is that people are
too prone to talk about some-
thing they know nothing about.
This is the first time I have seen,
or heard of this so-called Faith
Promise Missions. So that dis-
qualifies me when it comes to
discussing it. But, if it means
putting pressure upon someone
in order to get them to give to
the work of the Lord, I'm "agin"
it. I am convinced that asking
people to sign pledge cards is an
abomination in the eyes of God.
And I sure do not like it my-
self.

I firmly believe that my duty
as pastor of Philadelphia Baptist
Church is to instill in them a
love for the Lord, and for the
ministry He has laid before us.
And this I can only do by teach-
ing them who He is, what He
has done for His people, what
He is doing for them, and what
He promises to do for them in
the future. If that does not prove
to them that God loves His peo-
ple with a love that transcends
our poor finite minds, then I am
at my rope's end. "We love Him,
because He first loved us," I Jno.
4:19. And our love for Him is in
direct proportion to our knowl-
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I have never heard of the
"Faith Promise Missions," but I
know what the answer is. The
answer is a resounding "no" to
any and all pledge card requests
or any offering that is asked of
the people apart from the tithes
and offerings in the church. I
don't care how good the purpose
or intent of such requests might
sound, it is contrary to the Word
of God and therefore wrong.
God has given to His church

the means of supporting itself.
This has been the same method
that was given Abraham before
the law, to Israel under the law,
and now the church in this dis-
pensation. It is the method of
tithes and offerings. We are to
give 10 per cent of our possessions
and anything above that is our
offering. We are not to "pledge"
ourselves in this respect, it is to
be as the Lord prospers.

Not only does God teach us to
tithe, He teaches us how and
where. It is to he given to His
house. "And the priest the son
of Aaron shall be with the Le-
vites, when the Levites take tith-
es: and the Levites shall bring
up the tithe of the tithes unto the
the House of our God, to the
chambers, into the treasure
house" (Neh. 10:38). This is to be
done faithfully. "Then Hezekiah
commanded to prepare chambers
in the house of the Lord; and
they prepared them and brought
in the offerings and the tithes
and the dedicated things faith-
fully . . ." (II Chron. 31:11,12).

God's method. This will pay all
the expenses of the church, send
missionaries and pay pastors.
What more do you need?

ROY

MASON

RADIO MINISTER

BAPTIST PREACHER

Aripeka, Florida

I am not competent to discuss
this question, for I am not ac-
quainted with the mission pro-
ject .mentioned.

Vgt

"Truth"

The last book in the Old Testa-
ment tells us to bring them into
the storehouse. "Bring ye all the
tithes into the storehouse, that
there may be meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith
the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open you the windows of heaven,
and pour you out a blessing, that
there shall not be room to re-
ceive it" (Mal. 3:10). '

We are told that we should
give our tithes and offerings on
the first day of the week. "Now
concerning the collection for the
saints, as I have given order to
the churches of Galatia, even so
do ye. Upon the first day of the
week let every one of you lay
by him in store, as God hath
prospered him, that there be no
gatherings when I come" (I Cor.
16:12).

No pledge cards, no special
gatherings, simply putting your
tithes and offerings in the church
on the first day of the week is
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(Continued from page three)
Word of God says. It would make
us much more popular with the
world if we did otherwise, but a
church's business is to give the
truth to the world.
On the matter of salvation I

think the majority of people to-
day like to be fooled. I say it
frankly, I think the majority of
people like to be fooled. Barnum,
the greatest of show business,
said, "There is a new sucker
born every minute." His idea was
that people like to be fooled, and
basing his show business on that
philosophy, he took a little one-
horse show and built it into a
multi-million dollar enterprise in
the Barnum-Bailey Circus.

Listen, beloved, I believe what
Barnum said was true not only
as to show business but it is
just as true in religious circles
—people like to be deceived. I
think people, in the realm of sal-
vation, like to have folk say, "Oh,
you are a good man. You are a
wonderful fellow, and you just
keep on doing the best you can
and you will go to Heaven after
while." Beloved, the preacher lies
when he speaks thus. There is
not a hope that a man will be
saved by doing anything at all
himself. Beloved, salvation is by
grace through faith, without any
works on the part of man, and it
is the church's business, I say,
to preach the truth so far as sal-
vation is concerned.
Beloved, there is nothing that

is as important as truth. There
is nothing that endures like the
truth. It is a pathetic position
that the truth has come today in
that it is fallen in the street. Be-
loved, it is the business of the
church to uphold the truth and
to present the truth unto the
world.

V

IT IS T H E CHRISTIAN'S
BUSINESS TO LEARN THE
TRUTH SO THAT HE CAN PRE-
SENT IT UNTO THE WORLD.
We read:
"Study to show thyself approv-

ed unto God, a workman that
needeth not to be ashamed, right-
ly dividing THE WORD OF
TRUTH."—II Tim. 2:15.
The Bible is the word of truth,

and we need to learn how to
rightly divide the word of truth.

Do you realize that some of the
Bible was written to the Jews,
and to the Jews only? Do you
realize that some of it was writ-
ten to unsaved people, and to un-
saved people only? Do you realize
that some of it was written to
saints of God and only to the
saints of God? Beloved, the ma-
jority of people just take a Scrip-
ture out of its context, awaY-
from its setting and misapply it
and misinterpret it. That which'
was spoken to the church they
often preach to the unsaved, and
they take what was said to the
unsaved and apply it to the saints
of God. I tell you, beloved, a
child of God needs to learn the
truth so he can divide it in the
sense of knowing what part ap-
plies to the Jew, and what part
applies to the Christian, and what
applies to the unsaved man.
I heard a fellow, who is, gen-

erally speaking, a good Baptist
preacher, preach over the radio,
from Hebrews 2:3, which says,
"How shall we escape, if we ne-
glect so great salvation," and he
applied that to the unsaved and
said that the unsaved man had
better be careful because there'
was no escape for him if he ne-
glected to be saved. Now there
is not a word of truth in that.,
Hebrews 2:3 was never -written
to unsaved people. Hebrews 2:3,
was spoken only to the saints of,
God.
We have another example in

Revelation 3:20, which says:
• "Behold, I stand at the door,
and knock."
Every Arminian preacher in

the world has the Lord Jesus
Jesus Christ standing at the
heart's door of a sinner, knocking
to gain admission, but, beloved,
that Scripture was never written
to a sinner. It is a misapplication
of the Word of God to apply it
to a sinner. Revelation 3:20 was
spoken only to the saints of God
and declares that Jesus Christ is
standing outside His church try-
ing to get in. The world at large
has crowded into the church to

the extent that Jesus Christ /S
crowded out, and now the Son of
God is on the outside knocking
to gain admission. Brother, sister,
I tell you, it is pathetic to see
the way in which people misaP-
ply the Word of God.
I heard a preacher some feW

years ago take I John 1:9- and
make the biggest mess of preach-
ing I ever heard in my life.
John 1:9 says:
"If we confess our sins, he iS

faithful and just to forgive us oul
sins, and to cleanse us from all

unrighteousness."

This preacher took this passage
of Scripture and said that all an
unsaved man needed to do was
to confess his sins and the Lord
would save him.

A few days after that I was
in a sick room, and a preacher Of
quite a little renown, came in
that sick room, in the hospital.
He didn't seem to pay any atten-
tion to the fact that I was there
visiting, but he came in and mo-
nopolized the conversation that I
was having with this man who

was lying there dying on the bed.
He- said to this man, "Now if you
want to be saved, all you have
(Continued on page 5, column 2)
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"CONTENTMENT"
"For godliness with content-

ment is great gain."—I Tim. 6:6.
One of the besetting sins of the

godly woman is discontent. If you
doubt that statement, try an ex-
periment with me. For the next
week, listen to the conversation
of your Christian friends. You
will hear complaints of an un-
concerned 'husband and thought-
less children. The weather is too
hot, too cold or too rainy. The
"furniture is falling apart and the
appliances won't work. The car
is a junker and the carpeting is
Worn out. There isn't enough
money to go around and prices
are too high. I'm not appreciated
at my job and some inferior is
promoted ahead of me. I don't
have a thing to wear and the kids
always need shoes, etc. When we
Murmur and complain, we make
ourselves unhappy and it also af-
fects o u r family. Discontent
leads to murmuring — then to
envy — and on to covetousness
which is idolatry.
Our text starts out with godli-

ness. Only the godly can be con-
tent. There is no contentment
outside of Christ. That's why the
unsaved are hurrying from one
fleshly pleasure to another, seek-
ing peace. Contentment is not to
be found in the things of the
World. The Apostle Paul knew
this to be true. ". . . for I have
learned, in whatsoever state I
am, therewith to be content."
Phil. 4:11. Paul was in prison at
the time he wrote that. He had,
in the past, been used to many
luxuries as he was a man of high
Position and wealth. Contentment
is not a natural act. It must be
learned. In Christ, he had learned
to be content with whatever the
Lord was pleased to send his Way.

Discontent is very contagious.
Have you ever noticed how one
Woman can air the faults of her
husband, and soon the other wo-
man will be doing the same? One
Woman finds fault with her pas-
tor and another will say, "And
besides that, he . . ." And so it
goes. Before you know what has
happened, there is an epidemic.
The best way to avoid this is to
be vaccinated with godliness. For
When this epidemic is spent, it
leaves in its wake, heartache and
Putrifying sores and deep scars.
Paul goes on instructing young

Timothy:
"For we brought nothing into

this world, and it is certain we
tan carry nothing out." (Shrouds
have no pockets). Job worded it
about the same when he said:

"Naked came I out of my moth-
er's womb, and naked shall I re-
turn thither: the Lord gave, and
the Lord hath taken away; bless.
tod be the name of the Lord." —
Job 1:21.

Paul also says in v. 8, "And
having food and raiment let us
be therewith content." If all we
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have is food and clothing we are
to be content. It doesn't take a
house, car, family, luxuries, mon-
ey, etc. Perhaps this is because
that is all the Lord Jesus had.
Food and clothing. He didn't have
a place to lay His head. Is the
servant greater than her Master?
And yet, which of us doth not
have more, much more than just
food and clothing? Let us not
complain against God that He
has not done well by us. Is it not
true the L o rd has blessed us
bountifully? "Let your conversa-
tion be without covetousness;
and be content with such things
as ye have: for He hath said, I
will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee"—Heb. 13:5.

VS.
"Truth"

(Continued from loge 4)
to do is to confess your sins," and
he quoted I John 1:9. Beloved,
that is the biggest lie that a man
could ever preach. Who was this
Scripture-written to?. You don't
have to wonder, for I John 5:13
tells us who it was written to.
Listen:
"These things have I written

unto YOU THAT BELIEVE on
the name of the Son of God."
This Scripture was written to

people who knew they had eter-
nal life, yet that man stood there
in that room and told this un.sav-
ed fellow that all he needed to
do was just confess his sins, land
the Lord Jesus Christ would save
him.
Beloved, I say to you, the truth

needs to be understood. We need
to study it so that we will be able
to rightly divide the Word of
Truth and apply what is written
in behalf of the church to the
church, so we will not make a
miserable mess in trying to
preach the Word of God.

VI
A KNOWLEDGE OF THE

TRUTH BAIN GS SPIRITUAL
FREEDOM UNTO THE UNSAV-
ED MAN.
We read:
"And ye shall know the truth

and the truth shall make you
free."—John 8:32.
What is it that frees an unsaved

man from the guilt of sin? What
is it that brings freedom to a
slave that is enslaved by sin?
What is it that takes an indivi-
dual who is completely given
over to the flesh, sets him free
and removes all fear of Hell, so
that the fear of Hell is gone and
the individual stands completely
freed from the fear of Hell? Be-
loved, there is just one thing that
will do it, and that is, "Know
the truth, and the truth shall
make you free."
Beloved, error doesn't free you.

You may be honest and sincere in
believing error, and the preacher
may be 'honest and sincere in giv-
ing you error, but error will not
free you from sin, and error will
not free you from the terror of
sin, nor the bondage of sin.
Here is a man who is on the

tenth floor of a hotel building.
He decides he will ride down on
the elevator. He steps over into
the empty elevator shaft think-
ing there is an elevator there,
and he falls ten floors to his
death below. He was sincere. He
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thought t here was an elevator
there. He didn't know he was
stepping into an open elevator
shaft, but death results just the
same. Sincerity doesn't save you.
Here is a man who gets into an
unseaworthy boat to cross to the
other side of the Ohio River. He
thinks the boat is seaworthy. He
thinks the boat will hold 'him
afloat, but the boat is unseawor-
thy. He is sincere about it, but he
goes down to the bottom of the
river just the same.
I tell you, beloved, because a

man believes in error, because a
man believes a lie, because a
preacher preaches to him a lie
and he accepts it, though he is
sincere, and though the preacher
may be sincere, he will still go
to Hell. Beloved, there isn't any-
thing in this world that will free
you from the bondage of sin, nor
will free you from all of the fear
of Hell, except the truth, which
the Word of God declares will
make you free.

CONCLUSION
I ask you, are you depending

on what somebody else has told
you? Are you depending on what
some individual has taught you?
Are you depending on what moth-
er or father or some preacher
may have told you? I tell you,
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beloved, there is only one thing
to do and that is to lay aside all
the preconceived notions and
ideas you have and just take
what God says within His Word.
The Bible says to be free, you
have to know the truth, and if
we know the truth, the truth will
make you free.
David said:
"I have chosen the way of

truth."—Psa. 119:30.
After all I have said to you

about the importance of truth,
and after all I have siaid in try-
ing to magnify the truth, I would
to God that you go out of this
place, and like David, say, "I
have chosen the way of truth."
Beloved, the way of error will

bring you to Hell. The way of
error will not bring salvation to
you. The way of truth is all that
will bring salvation and freedom
to your life.

Might it please God to enable
you to lay aside the errors, and
to lay aside the 'heresies that
have been given to you through
the years gone by, and may you
choose the truth as God gives you
grace to do so.
May God bless you!

V.S

Sanctification

I Continued from page one
God does not commit sin; for His
seed rernaineth in him: and he
cannot sin, because he is born
of God." I John 3:9. That is to
say that the truly born again per-
son cannot continue to habitually
practice sin, because His seed re-
mains in him. Paul sheds more
light on this when, speaking in
Romans 8:23 of the hope of the
resurrection, he says that we,
having the first fruits of the spir-
it "groan within ourselves, wait-
ing for the adoption, to wit,
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the redemption of our body." It
is the new nature within that
keeps us from continuing in sin.
Though we cannot live above
sin, that within us will not permit
us to continue therein.
Sine we cannot live above

sin, we need a daily cleansing
from it. This is the lesson which
Jesus taught His disciples when
He washed their feet. Though
they were clean and needed not
to be washed all over, they did
need their feet washed. This too
is accomplished by our Lord Jes-
us Christ. The means He uses
are the Word: "Sanctify them
through thy truth: thy Word is
truth," and the H o 1 y Spirit
"But we all, with open face be-
heading as in a glass the glory of
the Lord, are changed into the
same image from glory to glory,
even as by the Spirit of the
Lord." The question may arise:
"What if one doesn't read the
Bible or follow the leadership
of the Spirit?" The Bible an-
swers: "For if we would judge
ourselves, we should not be judg-
ed. But when we are judged, we
are chastened of the Lord, that
we should not be condemned with
the world." The purpose of chas-
tisement is not punishment for
our sins (Christ bore that on
the cross), but for our profit:
"that we might be partakers of
His holiness." Hebrews 12:10.
It will accomplish its purpose:
"Now no chastening for the pres-
ent seemeth to be joyous, but
grevious• nPvPrtheless afterward
it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of
righteousness unto them which
are exercised t he r eb y." Not
"should yield," but "yieldeth."

The Bible also says that we've
been chosen in the furnace of af-
ifliction, Isaiah 48:10. Holiness,
which is the end of sanctifica-
tion, is perfected in us by the
trial of our faith. "Wherein (that
is: in our living hope) ye greatly
rejoice, though now for a season,
if need be, ye .are in heaviness
through manifold temptations:
That the trial of your faith, be-
ing much more precious than of
gold that perisheth, though it be
tried with fire, might be found
unto praise and honour and glory
at the appearing of Jesus
Christ." I Peter 1:6,7. It is evident
that Job believed this from his
statement in Job 23:10: "But He
knoweth the way that I take:
when He hath tried me, I shall
come forth as gold."

in the midst of a people of un-
clean lips: for mine eyes have
seen the King, the Lord of hosts"
Isa. 6:5. Yet, when he was made
to realize that he was sanctified
(v. 6.7), he could, with confidence
in the One who had sanctified
him, say: "Here am I; send me"
(v. 8). Nehemiah, upon receiving
news of the condition of Jerusa-
lem, "sat down and wept, and
mourned certain days, and fasted,
and prayed before the God of
heaven." Did he lament because
of the sins of the rest of Israel?
No, he said "we have sinned
against thee" Neh. 1:6. On and on
we could go with Bible examples
of a realization of one's own un-
worthiness, but may this suffice
for now.

III. EVIDENCES OF
SANCTIFICATION

As sanctification is wrought
in us, evidence can be seen. We
will have a deep sense of our
own unworthiness. A self-right-
eous attitude is the evidence of
spiritual blindness and a lack of
sanctification. Paul said in Ro-
mans 7:18: "For I know that
in me (that is, in my flesh)
dwelleth no good thing." Realiz-
ing this, he cries out: "0 wretch-
ed man that I am! who shall de-
liver me from the body of this
death?" 7:24. But far from being
in despair, He answers His own
question: "I thank God through
Jesus Christ our Lord." Isaiah,
when he was brought nigh unto
God, cried out: "Woe is me! for
I am undone; because I am a
man of unclean lips, and I dwell

Along with realizing our own
unworthiness, there is a growing
hatred for sin, the flesh and the
world. Are we not commanded:
"Love not the world, neither the
things that are in the world. If
any man love the world, the love
of the Father is not in him. For
all that is in the world, the lust
of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is
not of the Father, but of the
world." I John 2:15,16. When
Job, who had defended himself
to his so-called friends, was spok-
en to by the Lord, he could only
repay: "Behdld, I am vile; what
shall I answer thee? I will lay
mine hand upon my mouth." Job
40:4. Later he said: "I abhor my-
self, and repent in dust and
ashes." Job 42:6. We are com-
manded not to be unequally yok-
ed together with unbelievers.
but why? Because "what fellow-
ship hath righteousness with un-
righteousness? and what com-
munion hath light with darkness:
And what concord hath Christ
with Belial? or what part hath
he that believeth with an infidel?
And what agreement hath the
temple of God with idols?" II
Corinthians 6:14-16.

There is a direct relation be--
tween our increasing hatred of
sin, the flesh and the world with
a growing interest in the means
of grace. Mary had chosen that
good part which could not be
taken away, when she sat at Je-
sus' feet and heard His Word,
Luke 10:38-42. Peter says that
if we have tasted that the Lord
is gracious, well lay aside "all
malice and all guile, and hypo-
crisies, and envies, and all evil
speakings" and "as new born
babes, desire the sincere milk
of the word, that ye may grow
thereby" (I Peter 2:1-3). The man
that professes Christ, yet has lit-
tle desire to know more about
Him, needs to examine his expe-
rience by the Word of God.
As we love not the world

neither the things that are in
the world, we have an increasing
love of heavenly things. We need
to measure our experience with
the charge that Paul gave the Co-
lossians: "If we then be risen
with Christ, seek those things
which are above, where Christ
sitteth on the right hand of God.
Set your affection on thin gs
above, not on things on the
earth." Colossians 3:1, 2. Our
lives will prove that we seek a
country not of this world, as
(Continued on page 6, column 1)
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Sanctification

(Continued from page 5)
the saints (sanctified ones) of
old. "These all died in faith, not
having received the promises,
but having seen them afar off,
and were persuaded of them, and
embraced them, and confessed
that they were strangers and pil-
grims on the earth. For they that
say such things declare plainly
that they seek a country. And
truly, if they had been mindful
of that country from whence
they came out, they might have
had opportunity to have returned.
But now they desire, a better
country, that is, an heavenly:
wherefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God: for he hath
prepared for them a city." Only
when your minds are fixed on
things above can you "Lay not
up for yourselves treasures up-
on earth, where moth and rust
cloth corrupt, and where thieves
break through and steal: But lay
:up for yourselVes treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor
rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves do not break through nor
steal: For where your treasure
Is, there will your heart be also."

CONCLUSION

God sen,ctifies the whole man.
He saves not only from the guilt
and penalty of sin, but also from
its dominion. And, thanks be to
God, He will finally save us from
the very presence of sin (the
body of this death). Though "it
doth not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like
Him; for we shall see Him as He
is," I John 3:2.

May the Lord add His bless-
ings.

Joseph Wilson

(Continued from nage one)
Missions has one of the most out-
standing mission works in South
America and is well known in
Brazil and Peru for their Baptist
stand on the doctrines of God's
Word."

Now, as I said, I do not know
why the Ashland Avenue Baptist
Church, in two of the publica-
tions of itself or its school has
sought to give that glory to man-
made institutions, which proper-
ly belongs to the Lord's churches.
But I certainly take issue with
this statement relative to the
mission board known as Baptist
Faith Missions. This article was
called to Brother Gilpin's atten-
tion by my good friend, Frank
McCrum, and Brother Gilpin sent
it to me for a review. Some of
the things I will say are suggest-
ed by Brother McCrum, and pos-
sibly the whole article could have
been much better written by this
great preacher.

I ask the question as to how
our Lord and His churches did
mission work for the hundreds of
years before there was a Baptist
Faith Missions, or a mission board
of any kind for that matter? Our
Lord started the first Missionary
Baptist Church. He gave it and
churches descending from it, 4
mission program. Those churches
carried on that mission program
for hundreds of years without
"the outstanding mission works"
of mission boards. To hear the
boards talk today, one could won-
der how God ever got along with-
out them, and what would hap-
pen to mission work today if the
boards should cease. Now does it
not seem a wonderful thing that
our Lord managed so well for so
long without what is today deem-
ed to be so important as to be
well-nigh indispensable? I ask if
mission hoards and their advo-
cates and supporters consider
their way of doing things supe-
rior to the way established by
our Lord. I ask if they think their
way of doing things is really
pleasing to the Lord, when it does
away with His way of doing
things. Mission board supporters
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To pul more hears in yotzr religion,
better start finding some answers
to some embarrassing questions,
or they better stop supporting
mission boards, because some day
they might be asked these same
questions by the Lord who start-
ed His church and committed to
her His mission program.
I would like to ask who has

the title to the property pur-
chased with money given to Bap-
tist Faith Missions? Does this
property belong to one or more
of the Lord's churches, or does
it belong to a Michigan incorpo-
rated organization known as Bap-
tist Faith Missions? I speak not
of personal property of the mis-
sionaries, but of property to use
in mission work.

I would like to ask how an or-
ganization is a "faith" organiza-
tion, when it is supported by
pledged support of many church-
es, and those churches are con-
tinually urged to give more sup-
port, and other churches are con-
tinually urged to support this
work?
I would like to ask how an or-

ganization can be "Baptist" when
its very existence is contrary to
the beliefs and practices of sound
and strong Baptist churches, as
well as contrary to the practice
of Baptists for hundreds of years?
Brethren, this organization might
be a missions organization, but
it is not a "faith" organization,
and it is not a "Baptist" organizia-
tion.
BFM is an organization created

by men. It is not one started by
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is not
under the authority and control
of any one of the Lord's true
churches. Its missionaries are un-
der its authority and control (one
might say at its mercy) and not
properly under true churches of
Jesus Christ. This organization is
anti-Scriptural in that it is against
the Scriptural method of doing
mission work. Scripture is quite
clear that the commission was
given to the true churches of
Christ — that missionaries are to
be sent out under the authority
of true churches—that this auth-
ority cannot be delegated to un-
Scriptural organizations such as
mission boards — that no human
authority is to intervene between
the missionary and the authoriz-
ing church. The missionary is an-
swerable to God and to the auth-
orizing church, and that's all.

I would like to know how THE
ALUMNUS can tell us that BFM
is well known in Brazil and Peru
for its Baptist stand. The truth
is that BFM is un-Baptistic in
its very existence. It does not
stand for Baptist doctrine, but
against Baptist doctrine. For Bap-
tist doctrine is that God's work
is to be done by God's churches
and God is to get glory in His
church.

Many attempts nave been
made, and made by very able
men, to justify the existence and
activity of BFM. But all such at-
tempts have been singular fail-
ures. When a thing is un-Scrip-
tural and anti-Scriptural, then it
becomes an impossible task to
justify it. Why do not men who
are basically fine and mostly very
sound men cease attempting to
justify that which cannot be jus-
tified, stop their support of it
immediately, and begin to do mis-
sion work in the way that is set
forth in the Word of God? I do
wish so much that the brethren
who support BFM would give
most serious thought to finding
some clear Scriptural support for
it or to stopping their support. I
would ask every reader of this
article to come to this personal
decision: "I will satisfy myself
that BFM is well justified by the
Word of God, or I will support it
no longer."

Years ago, when I was just
coming into church truth, I was
led by a pastor whom I greatly
admired, to start supporting
BFM. I did this for a few years.
Then, Bro. Gilpin came out in
TBE with a series of articles on
mission boards. I met this pastor
friend who had led and encour-
aged me in the support of BFM.
I asked him, "How do we answer
Gilpin on mission boards?" He
replied to me that there was no
answer, that Gilpin was right on

you
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mission boards. Now I do not
know how he reconciled this
statement with his supporting
and leading me to support BFM.
I do not know if he continued to
support BFM. I do know that his
frank and open admission that
there was no way to answer Gil-
pin on mission boards forced me
to a new study of the subject,
and eventually led to my drop-
ping the support of mission
boards of any kind. I would like
to ask mission board supporters
this question: How do you answer
those who oppose mission boards?
Brethren, find an answer, find a
good one, or stop your support
and do mission work as God's
Word teaches — under the auth-
ority of a true church of Jesus
Christ. God bless you all.

st%

Regeneration

(Continued from page one)
The Necessity of Regeneration

First, I will discuss the neces-
sity our Regeneration. This neces-
sity grows out of the fact of sin.
Man's condition before God is
unspeakably had. Several terms
or ideas ara used to describe
him—"the transgressor of the
law," "the unrighteous man,"
"unbelievers," "sinners," "lost,"
and many other terms equally
as strong. The Bible teaches that
":all have sinncd and come short
of the glory of God"; that man
by nature is "dead in trespasses
and in sin"; that "the whole head
is sick and the whole heart is
faint"; that "out of the heart
proceed evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, fornications, thefts.
false witness, blasphemies"; that
"all we like sheep have gone
astray; we ha:re turned every

one to his own way." The picture
of the unregenerate heart is in-
deed a black, and awful picture

to look upon.

The Condition of Regeneration

Secondly, I shall point out the
conditions of Regeneration. But
before doing so, permit me to say:
No external ordinance, action nor
institution comes between the
soul and God as a condition of
salvation. And that man, who-
ever he may be, who would at-
tempt to put anything he can do
between the soul and God, as a
condition of salvation, is a dan-
Igerous teacher to follow! But

what are the conditions of Re-

generation?

1. Hearing the Gospel. "So then
faith cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God."—
Rom. 10:17. "For I am not
'ashamed of the Gospel of Christ
for it is the power of God unto
salvation to every one that be-

lieveth." Rom. 1:16: also Rom.
10: 13-15. By Gospel Paul means
that we have sinned; that God
loved us and gave His Son to
die for us; that He was buried;
that He came out of the grave.
and that He is new at the right
hand of the Majesty on High
making intercession for us.

2. Conviction for sin. We do
not hear much about conviction
today, but on the day of Pente-
cost men were cut to the heart
and ,cried: "Men and brethren,
what shall we do!" You cannot
get a man to ask the question,

must have more religion in yerm heart.

"What must I do to be saved?"
until you can get him to realize
that he is lost! The supreme need
of the age and of the hour is for
deep, pungent and overwhelm-
ing conviction to seize upon the
hearts of men. Men must realize
that there is something to be
saved from!

3. Repentance toward God.
Ministers have almost ceased to
preach repentance. John's first
text was, "Repent ye for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand."
Then Jesus came and put i t
stronger, saying, "Except ye re-
pent ye shall all likewise perish."
Paul preached repentance toward
God and faith 'toward our Lord
Jesus Christ. lit is repent or per-
ish! It is turn or burn! But what
is meant by repentance? Repent-
ance is not penance. Repentance
means:
(a) Knowledge of sin's guilt.
Do you realize that you have
fallen short of God's white stand-
ard? Do you realize that you
have "missed the mark"? Are
you aware that you are a lost
sinner in God's sight? This is the
first element in repentance.
(b) Sorrow for sin's acts.

Sometimes we are overtaken in
our sins and then we get very
sorry. This is not repentance. God
is holy, just and pure, and there-
fore hates sin. I have sinned and
by so doing I have brought grief
and pain to His great loving
heart. And now in my heart I
am sorry. This is repentance.
(c) The abandoning of sin's

ways. If a man is a profane
swearer and repents, it means
that he gives up his profanity. If
a man is a drunkard and repents,
it means that he gives up his
drunkenness. The kind of repent-
ance his wife wants and that God
demands, is quitting repentance.
Repentance is not only a heart
broken on account of sin, but a
life broken from sin! Repentance
is declaring unending warfare
on sin! Repentance is, "the re-
sponse of the awakened soul to
the call of God to forsake sin."

(d) The righting of sin's
wrongs. There are many things
which the sinner in his wild and
reckless life has done, that can
never be corrected. But so far
as it is possible he must right
sin's wrongs. He must do some
"stripe washing."

4. Heart faith, Read carefully
the following: Acts 16:32; John
3:36; 5:24; 6:47. Also read, Rom.
10:9-11. A preacher who did not
believe in "heart-felt religion"
remarked, as he placed his hand
level with his ears, "Religion does
not affect a man below the ears."
An old colored preacher hearing
of the remark said, "He ought to
have said, not as I knows of, it
doesn't." When you believe in the
crucified and risen Christ as your
personal Saviour you are saved
—saved on the spat, saved NOW.
(Continued on page 7, column 1)
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Spiritualizers

(Continued from page one)
in the Bible the opinions they
have adopted as long as they
interpret the sacred book ac-
cording to its literal sense.

ORIGEN

The allegorical method is of
long standing in the history of
Christendom. This system of in-
terpretation was introduced by
Origen of Alexander, Egypt, in
the third century. This rnan,
enchanted by Platonic philoso-
phy, invented mystic theology.
He believed the Scriptures should
not be interpreted literally. They
were to be interpreted in the
same allegorical manner the Pla-
tonists explain the history of the
gods. He alleged the words of
the Scriptures were absolutely
void of sense. To him the true
meaning of the Word was to be
sought in the mysterious and
hidden sense. In consequence of
this belief, he resorted to all
sorts of errors that a wild and
irregular imagination could bring
forth.

Origen's books are filled with
the chimerical method of ex-
plaining the Bible. He engaged

In the most outlandish fancy as
he tiod his devious path. This
spiritualizer ignored the literal
sense of the Scriptures at the ex-
pense of Divine truth whose
simplicity is discernible through
the cobweb veil of allegory.

It is regrettable that many of
that day followed in his steps
like Hippolytus. His train of
followers in our time is legion
and ever increasing with the
passing of time. This is so be-
cause religious leaders prefer
the beliefs of fallible men to the
unerring dictates of the Divine
Word. The leading commenta-
tors and religious writers of our
time hold to the chimerical meth-
od of explaining the Bible.

THE EVIL OF THIS

The danger of spiritualization
of the Word is that it does not
interpret the Scriptures at all.
It only makes it possible in some
way for the interpreter to pre-
sent all manner of speculation.
Another great danger of this
method is that it would give us

an inspired interpreter, rather
than an inspired book. This sys-
tem takes away the authority of
the Bible, leaves us without any
means by which the conclusions
of the interpreter may be tested,
reduces the Bible to what seems
reasonable to the interpreter,
and, as a result, makes true in-
terpretation of the Scripture im-
possible.

Spiritualizers say the terms
Israel, Jacob, Judah, Mt. Zion,
and Jerusalem symbolize the
church. This whole idea is ridi-
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It is this heresy of spiritualiz-
ing the Scriptures that has caus-
ed trouble in Calvary Baptist
Church of recent date. How blind
can men be!—J.R.G.

culous since the church was un-
known to the Old Testament
saints. None of the Old Testament
writers wrote to the church.
They wrote to Israel. To apply
what was written to Israel to the
church and to say this is the pri-
mary reference is to misapply
the Holy Scriptures.

Most passages of Scripture
contain a primary meaning, a
practical application, and a pro-
phetic revelation. The primary
meaning must always be present-
ed before making a practical ap-
plication or teaching the pro-
phetic revelation. To fail to give
the primary meaning and to
present the practical application
or prophetic revelation as the
actual teaching of a text is to
wrest the Bible to the destruc-
tion of its truths. Some will
spiritutailize a passage and say
that their spiritual mystery
which they have invented is the
primary meaning. This is "han-
dling the word of God deceit-
fully" (II Cor. 4:2). It is to turn

men's ears away from the truth
to the cunningly devised fables
of a disordered imagination.

PROPHECIES
SPIRITUALIZED

Perhaps no portion of the Word
has suffered more at the hands

of spiritualizers than the prophe-
cies of the Bible. An example
of this is Revelation 20:1-3:
"And I saw an angel come down
from heaven, having the key of
the bottomless pit and a great

chain in his hand. And he laid

hold an the dragon, that old
serpent, which is the Devil and
Satan, and bound him a thousand

Pears, and cast him into the bot-

tomless pit, and shut him up.
and set a seal upon him, that

he should deceive the nations
no more, till the thousand years
should be fulfilled: and after

that he must be loosed a little
season."

, Some say the chain and the
binding of Satan is not literal.
They interpret this to mean
Satan is bound to the believer
by the preaching of the gospeL
Strange as it may seem, they
admit the terms Heaven, angel,
Satan, bottomless pit and nations
are not figurative! But to make
(Continued on page 8, column 3)
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Regeneration

(Continued from page 6)
"He that believeth on the Son
BATH everlasting life." You now
should do your duty by joining
the church and being baptized,
and living a consecrated and use-
ful life from love and apprecia-
tion and not from fear of Hell.
Now that you have life you 'ought
to "grow in grace." You have
life, "let your light shine." You
have believed, you have faith,
"add to your faith!' the other
Christian graces.

The Nature o-f Regeneration

Third, we will consider the na-
ture of Regeneration. Negatively:

1. The renunciation of error
and the apparent taking hold of
truth, is not regeneration. Simon
.1Vfaigus, the Sorcerer, had re-
nounced error and seemingly had
taken hold of truth, but as a
matter of fact had not believed
to the saving of his soul. For
Peter said: "Thou has neither
Part nor lot in this matter; for
thy heart is not right in the
sight of God" and "thou art in
the gall of bitterness, and in the
bond of iniquity."

2. Reformation is not regenera-
tion. There has been too much
preaching like this, "quit your
meanness and join the church."
Some have joined the church but
have not quit their meanness,
and some have quit their mean-

One who never offends anyone by his religion has no

ness but have not joined the
church. Regeneration guarantees
reformation, 'but reformation is
not regeneration. You owe at the
store, one hundred dollars, and
you resolve to begin to pay cash
henceforth. Will beginning to pay
leash settle' the old account? Will
that satisfy the merchant? Sup-
pose you could quit your mean-
ness and never from this time
commit another sin or do an-
other dishonorable deed — how
about the old record with its
blackness of sin? It must be set-
tled. It must be covered by the
blood of Christ, and His right-
eousness must be placed to your
credit.

3. A loud profession is not re-
generation. There is a vast dif-
ference in profession and posses-
sion. Judas Iscariot had made a
loud profession. But he had never
been in possession of salvation.
He was a "devil," "the son of
perdition," and went to "his own
place." He fell from his Apostle-
ship, but not from Grace.

4. Culture is not regeneration.
Christians are not turned out like
wagon spokes from a factory. We
enter the kingdom by the second
birth. We do not grow up into
grace. We are saved by grace,
and should grow in grace.
Growth is the law of all healthy
life. The most cultured person on
earth, without regeneration, will
on the Judgment Day, hear the
words, "depart, ye cursed, I never
knew you," just as certainly as
the most vile will hear them. We
are to first "make disciples" and
then to teach them.

5. Morality is not regeneration.
If anybody could have been sav-
ed without the "new birth," it
would have been Nicodemus. He
was moral, cultured, refined, and
net only that, he was an in-
quirer. But Jesus looked this
splendid gentleman in the eye
and said, "Ye must be born
again." And this is the "must"
of Jesus. It stands like the laws
of the Medes and Persians—"un-
alterable." It stands like the
mountain peak rooted in the
earth, its top lost in the blue
Heaven. "YE MUST BE BORN
AGAIN." A man may be honest,
honorable, and upright in all his
dealings with his fellow men, and
not be a redeemed man. Even
a corpse ought to be clean. Any
man who claims to be decent
ought to be honest and honor-
able. But he may be all that and
not be a Christian. The rich
young ruler asked, "Good Mas-
ter, what shall I do to inherit
eternal life?" Jesus answered,
"Why callest thou me good? None
is good save one, that is, God"—
if you admit that I am good you
say that I am Divine, that I am
God. He was then told to keep
the commandments, and several
were named, and he said, "All
these have I kept from my youth
up." Jesus replied, "Yet lackest
thou one thing." What was the
"one thing"? It was not desire,
reverence or character. Jesus
knew that he had not accepted
Him as Master. He struck at the
very heart of the matter. He
lacked that quality of soul that
comes from knowing God through
Christ.

6. Good works is not regenera-
tion. Good works have nothing to
do with salvation, but with re-
wards. We are saved by grace
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through faith and rewarded for
what we do. Salvation is not a
reward, it is a GIFT. "The gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord." Horn. 6:23. See
Jn. 10:28. "Therefore we conclude
that a man is justified by faith
without the deeds of the law."—
Rom. 3:28. "But to him that
worketh riot, but believeth on
Him that justifieth the ungodly,
his faith is counted for righteous-
ness."—Rom. 4:5. But someone
may ask, are we not saved partly
by grace and partly by works?
Let Paul answer: "And if by
grace, then it is no more of
works: otherwise grace is no
more grace. But if it be of works,
then it is no more grace: other-
wise work is no more work."—
Rom. 11:6. Some would sing—

"Jesus paid a part
And I a part, you know;

Sin had left a little stain,
We washed it white as snow."

But no!

"Jesus paid it all,
All to Him I, owe,

Sin had left a crimson stain,
He washed it white as snow."

"For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of God:
not of works, lest any man should
boast. For we are His workman-
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ship, created in Christ Jesus unto
good works."—Eph. 2:8-10. It is
impossible to do any good works
until we are saved. "What shall
we do, that we might work the
works of God?" Jesus answered
and said unto them, "This is the
work of God, that ye believe on
Him whom he hath sent."—John
6:28-29. And there is no contra-
diction between Paul and James.
They agree absolutely.

MERITORIOUSLY we are sav-
ed by Christ. INSTRUMENTAL-
LY we are saved by faith. EVI-
DENTIALLY we are saved by
works. Or, in other words, we
show by our works that we are
saved.

"Amazing works how sweet the
- sound,

That saved a wretch like me;
I once was lost but now I am

• found,
Was blind but now I see."

But no!

"Amazing grace how sweet the
sound,

That saved a wretch like me,
I once was lost but now am

found,
Was blind but now I see."

No, there is no contradiction
whatever between Paul and
James. Genuine faith will mani-
fest itself in good works. "I will
show thee my faith by my
works." We are to "work out our
salvation" — work it out in its
splendid fulfillment, to its ut-
termost results. But we cannot
work out our salvation in the
sense of meriting it. 0-u-t doesn't
spell for!

"I would not work my soul to
save

For that my Lord hath done;
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religion worth having.

But I would work like any
slave;

For love of God's dear Son."

7. Church membership is not.
regeneration. Joining the church
will not any more make a man

a Christian than going into a
garage will make a man an auto-
indbik. The church is not the
Saviour, but it is the home of
the saved. It is God's plan for
your life, that you should join a
church, that you should associate
yourself with His people. For a
man who claims to be a Christ-
ian, to say he can live as well
out of the church as in it, is to
reflect on the wisdom of, Him
who founded the church, loved it,
and gave Himself for it.

"I love Thy church, 0 God;
Her walls before Thee stand,

Dear as the apple of Thine eye,
And graven on Thy hand.

For her my tears shall fall;
For her my prayers ascend;

To her my cares and toils be
given,

Till toils and cares shall end."

8. Baptism is not regeneration.
"Baptism is essential to those
things for which it was given, for
Christ does not give commands
foolishly." But baptism is not es-
sential to salvation. Some have
claimed that Baptists believe in
"baptismal remission," but as a
matter of fact we believe the
exact opposite. We believe it is
impossible to be Scripturally
baptized until you are saved.
Bible baptism, as we believe, "Is
the i,-rimeTsibn of a believer (one
who is already saved) into water,
by the proper administrator."
Baptism does not procure, but
declares. It shows in picture what
has taken place in the heart.
President Weaver, of Mercer
University, put it thus: "Bap-
tism presents a trinity of truths.
1. Historical Christianity — the
death, burial and resurrection of
our Lord are dramatically rep-
resented in the burial and resur-
rection from water; 2. Experi-
mental Christianity—the experi-
ence of the believer once dead
in sin and now alive through
faith in Jesus Christ; rising from
a watery grave to walk. in new-
ness of life; 3. Prophetic Chris-
tianity—the Christian's hope of a
'resurrection from the dead after
the burial of bhe body in the
grave." Baptists have always and
everywhere believed in "blood
before water and Christ before
'church, and God's Holy Spirit
first of all in the conviction and
'conversion of the sinner." Bap-
tists have no disposition to
change that old song:

"There is a fountain filled with
blood,

Drawn from Immanuel's veins,
And sinners plunged beneath

that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains."

To:

"There is a fountain filled with
water,

Drawn from the city's main,
And sinners plunged beneath

that flood,
Lose all their guilty stains."

If I should hear a man who
claims to be a Baptist say: "You
must be baptized in order to be
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saved, or you cannot be saved
without baptism," I would feel
like taking a piece of sandpaper
and rubbing the name Baptist
off of him.

I have told you what regen-
eration is not. Now I shall try
to tell you what it is.

Positively:

1. It is a Divine change. "Which
were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God." I can
lift myself by. my bootstraps, just
as easily as you can save your-
self by anything you can do aside
from two things—repentance to-
ward God and faith in Jestr-
Christ. It would be just as easy
for a river to reverse its current
—turn around and flow up the
channel, as for a man to save
'himself by anything he can do.
except repent of sin and believe
in Christ. But I have seen that
thing take place—I stood at the
mouth of the Apalachicola River.
Florida, and saw that great navi-
gable river turn squarely aroune
and flow back up the channel.
But only when the Gulf of Mex-
ico set its tide against the river's
current. And I have seen men
who were full of scoff and jeer,
and defiant of God, under the
preaching of the Gospel, repent
believe and be saved on the spot
They dashed down their chain
'and marched out into light ane
liberty, but only when the great
flood tide of the Holy Spirit
came and set His power againsi
(Continued on page 8, column r
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Regeneration

(Continued from page seven)
the natural tendency of the hu-
man heart, and enabled them to
turn to Christ who also can save.
Go thou who thinkest thou canst
do aught to change human na-
ture, and change the Ethiopian's
blackness into snowy whiteness
— go and remove the spots from
the leopard's skin — go bind the
clouds and bid the winds howl
to the music and the waves dance
in chorus, but after thou hast
done all this, even then thou
mayest not hope to save a soul
from sin and Hell. I can take a
tallow .candle and bore a hole
through an oak board, just as
easily as you can save a soul
from sin, by any power except
the power of the Holy Spirit.

2. It is a mysterious change.
"The wind bloweth where it list-
eth, and thou hearest the sound
thereof, but canst not tell whence
it cometh, and whither it goeth;
so is every one that is born of
the Spirit."—John 3:8. There are
many things we cannot under-
stand or explain, and yet we
know they are facts. The ox
grazes yonder in the meadow.
The grass is taken into his stom-
ach, and by processes we cannot

explain, is turned into blood,
flesh and bone. We have nothing
to do with the HOW of regen-
eration. I cannot tell you just
how I was saved, but I know I
am saved. When I was a bare-
foot boy in the mountains of
old North Carolina, in a log
church, while they were singing,

"I am coining to the cross,
I am poor and weak and blind."

I repented of my sins; I believ-
ed in Jesus Christ as my Saviour,
and in the twinkling of an eye
I was saved. Saved for time and
eternity. There was no great
demonstration, but a deep peace
came into my soul that abides
there and will abide after the
crush of worlds. God kindled a
flame in my heart that night
which the poisonous breath of
Hell can never blow out.

"0 happy day that fixed my -
choice,

On Thee my Saviour and my
God."

3. It is a universal change. "If
any man be in Christ, he is
a new creature; old things are
passed away; behold all things
are become new." New thoughts,
new hopes, new joys, new oppor-
tunities and new possibilities!
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to see you." Mulkey replied, "You
are mistaken in your man." The
man started off saying, "I beg
your pardon." He gave Mulkey
a second look and said, "You
can't fool me, I know you. This
is Abe Mulkey." Mulkey smiled
and said, "No, the Abe Mulkey
you knew is dead. I was at his
funeral, I saw him buried. This
is new Abe Mulkey, redeemed
Abe Mulkey." "Our old man is
crucified with Him." "I am cru-
cified with Christ; nevertheless,
I live; yet not I but Christ liveth
in me."

Spiritualizers

cannot
agree among themselves. Of this

 — passage Daniel Whitby said: "...

after the fall of Antichrist there
shall be such a glorious state of
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(Continued from page 6)
the chain and binding of Satan
literal is more than their doc-
trine can stand, so they spiritual-
ize to escape theological difficul-
ty. Plausible and pretty as this
interpretation is, it is not God's
Word, but a substitution of men's
fancies for it.
Commenting upon Revelation

20:4-6 about the first resurrec-
tion, Matthew Henry says: "They
were in a civil and political sense
dead, and had a political resur-
rection; their liberties and priv-
ileges were revived and restored"
(Matthew Henry's Commentary,
Vol. VI, p. 1180).
Those who take Revelation 20:

4-6 literally have no difficulty
in seeing that a literal resurrec-
tion of the saints is that of which
John speaks. Only a disordered
imagination can make it what
Matthew Henry did. Such per-
nicious treatment of God's Word
makes it an apocrypha rather
than an apocalypse.
These spiritualizers

dead. . ." Mr. Whitby too would
make the Bible a book of fancies
and myths rather than a revela-
tion of God's will and purpose.

Still others hold the first res-
urrection to be a spiritual rising
from the grave. This theory also
would make an end to signifi-
cance in language, and wipe out

  the definite testimony of the
Scriptures as to anything.

Literalists all agree that there
are different bodily resurrections
under consideration in Revela-
tion 20:4-6, yet spiritualizers are
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disagreed among themselves. This
should be enough to convince
even the gainsayers that the lit-
eral and realistic method is to
be preferred to the pictorial and
figurative. How can spiritualizers
claim the "one faith" of which
the Bible speaks when their
weird spiritualizations contradict

  each other?
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peace, when the word of the
prophet shall come to pass, then
shall the prophet be known, that
the Lord hath truly sent him"
(Jer. 28:9). If prophecy had a
spiritual fulfillment, then we
would think even a true prophet
was a cheat and an impostor.
"When a prophet speaketh in the
name of the Lord, if the thing
follow not, nor come to pass, that

for subs is the thing which the Lord hath
not spoken, but the prophet hath

  spoken it presumptuously: thou
shalt not be afraid of him" (Deut.

  18:22).
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In Genesis 15:14-15 there is a
prophecy concerning the deliver-
ance of Abraham's seed from
Egypt. In Exodus 12:34-37 we
see the literal fulfillment of this.
In I Kings 13:2 there is a pro-
phecy about a child being born
of David's family named Josiah.
In II Kings 23:15 we see the
literal fulfillment. Elijah pro-
phesied of a drought in the
region of Ahab in I Kings 17:1.
I Kings 18:41 gives the literal
fulfillment of this prophecy. Mi-
cah the prophet declared Christ
would be born in Bethlehem of
Judah (Micah 5:21. Luke 2:4-7
is the literal fulfillment of these
words.
History has recorded the literal

fulfillment of the prophecies
about Ninevah (Nah. 1:3), Baby-
lon (Isa. 13-14), and Tyre (Ezek.
26:4-5). It was said Egypt would
become a base kingdom (Ezek.
29:14-15), and this has literally
collie to pass. It was predicted
the sceptre would depart from
Judah (Gen. 49:10), and we
know this is literally true. The
remembrance of Amalek has been
utterly put out from under Heav-
en as predicted (Num. 24:20).
In the light of such literal ful-

fillments how can Amillennalists
say that certain prophecies have
a spiritual fulfillment? Where
is one prophecy in all the Bible
that has a spiritual fulfillment?
Is it not a terrible insult to the
prophets to apply their prophe-
cies about Israel's future to the
church and plead a spiritual ful-
fillment? Back behind such fool-
ishness must be a lack of faith
in the prophets, their writings,
and the Lord of prophecy. There
is no excuse for making the
prophecies about the Millennium
and Israel of "private interpreta-
tion" (II Pet. 1:20). Those who
do this are guilty of wresting
the Scriptures (II Pet. 3:16).

SPIRITUALIZING
AMONG BAPTISTS

The growing trend among
sovereign grace Baptists to spirit-
ualize the Scriptures is alarming
to this writer. Some have gone
crazy over the church. They can
almost find it in every verse in
the Old and New Testaments.
Even historical a nd practical
matters are symbols of either
the true church or the Great
Whore. They further say that
the only sin you can commit is
a doctrinal sin: that is, to teach
heresy. They say you can do
nothing good for God except to
teach the truth.

Unless there is a speedy re-
turn to the historic Baptist posi-
tion of a literal interpretation
of the Word, there is soon to be
an insurmountable obstacle to
fellowship among the brethren.
No one man is an infallible in-
terpreter of the Holy Scriptures.
Let us follow what the Bible
says and has been understood
to say for centuries by our Bap-
tists fathers. Let us beware of
the wild and weird fancy of
some one who claims new light
on certain verses.

When some simple-hearted folk
are exposed to some of these
new doctrines and unheard of
views so far as Baptist history
is concerned, they say, "Boy, this
fellow is deep." If this neo-or-
thodoxy is deep, then I for one
prefer the shallow old paths of
my Baptist fathers.

Some preachers and churches
are carried about of every wind
of doctrine. Each time some pro-
minent preacher buys a new book
Or comes up with a new hypo-
thesis, they immediately revise
their articles of faith and swallow
this new theory hook, line, and
sinker without any question or
searching of the Scriptures.

MERIT OF LITERAL METHOD

In direct opposition to the al-
legorical method of interpreting
the Bible, there is the literal
method or the grammatical-histo-
rical method. This method gives
each word the basic meaning it
would have in normal usage. It
permits the Bible to say what it
means and to mean what it says.
I do not hesitate to state that

I am a Biblicist. I employ the
grammatical-historical method ;n
interpreting the Bible. There are

a number of reasons I do this.
The Bible was written in the

language of man for his under-
standing (Rom. 15:4; Deut. 29:
29). To arrive at the true mean-
ing of the inspired Word, we
must interpret it by the rules
that govern human language. If
a man is not able to understand
the Bible by a literal interpreta-
tion, then it is not a revelation
to man unless the Author gave
the race a commentary to in-
terpret it.
The Golden Rule of Bible in-

terpretation is said to be this:
When the plain sense of Scripture
makes common sense, seek no
other sense; therefore take everY
word at its primary, ordinary,
usual, literal meaning unless the
facts of the immediate context,
studied in the light of related
passages and axiomatic and fun-
damental truths, indicate clearlY
otherwise.
The greater part of the Bible

makes sense when interpreted
literally. Much of the modern
spiritualizing makes no sense and
makes the Bible contradictorY
and foolish. The interpretation
of one spiritualizer is often over-
thrown by the next spiritualizer
who comes along.
The literal method is in har-

mony with the verbal inspira-
tion of the Bible which hok1S
God inspired the words, not just

the thoughts, of the writers. An
honest spiritualizer would admit

he believes God just inspired

his supposed mystical meaning
since he does not literally be-
lieve what is written. He seekS
in a sly manner to take fronl
and add to the Bible so as to
make it teach his preconceived
theory.
The Bible says: "The imagi-

nation of man's heart is evil

from his youth" (Gen. 8:21)•
Thus I do not trust men who
are "vain in their imaginations"
(Rom. 1:21) to imagine the sup-
posed mystical meaning of the
Bible. The literal method checks
the imaginations of man.

LITERAL METHOD
EXPLAINED

We literalists do not deny that
the Scriptures contain parables,
types, allegories and symbols. We
hold that each passage must be
taken literally as long as it makes
sense. 'When the passage demands
a secondary meaning, we readilY
yield to it.

We shill contend that the sym-
bols depend for their very ex-
istence on previous literal mean-
ing of terms. In other words.
fitgureg of speech reveal literal
truths. What is literally true in
one realm, with which we are

familiar, is brought over literal-

ly into another realm, with
which we may not be familiar,

in order to teach us literal truthS
of an unfamiliar nature.

Permit me to illustrate what

I am talking about. For example,

when I read in John 1:6: "There

was a man sent from God, whose
name was John," these terms are

to be taken properly and phys-
ically. On the contrary, when

the Bible says of Jesus: "Be-
hold, the lamb of God," it i 5
clear that the word "lamb" is

not used in its literal sense.

If I read in the Bible that

Jesus wept (John 11:35), I am
to receive this statement liter-
ally and seek no other meaning.
But if I read that there was a
"woman clothed with the sun,
and the moon under her feet,
and upon her head a crown of
seven stars" (Rev. 12:1), I know
this is a symbol, not a literal
fact for no such woman is known
to man.

No passage is figurative unless
it contains a figure. Nearly all
figures are somewhere explained
in the Scriptures. Ezekiel's dry
bones are the whole house of
Israel (Ezek. 37:1-14) and his
two sticks are Judah and Israel
(Ezek. 37:15-28). Daniel's beasts
are kingdoms (Dan. 7:23) and
the horns of the beast are kings
(Dan. 7:24). John's stars and
angels in Revelation 1 are pas-
tors and churches. John's manY
waters in Revelation 17 are "peo-
ple, and multitudes, and nations,
and tongues."


