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If God guides, He will provide.

"ELECTION"
By JOSEPH C. WILSON, JR.

Toledo, Ohio

"BUT WE ARE BOUND TO GIVE
THANKS A L W AY TO GOD FOR YOU,
BRETHREN BELOVED OF THE LORD,
BECAUSE GOD HATH FROM THE BE-
GINNING CHOSEN YOU TO SALVATION
THROUGH SANCTIFICATION OF THE
SPIRIT AND BELIEF OF THE TRUTH"
—II Thessalonians 2:13.
The only sufficient revelation of the one

true God is the Bible. It is the only Book
that God Himself inspired, and therefore,
is the only completely reliable source of in-
formation about God. The God that is re-
vealed in the Bible ought to be preached.
The God of the Bible is the only God that
ought to be preached. There is far too little
Preaching today on the character of God.
,Let all who preach God's Word take heed
'that they preach the God of the Bible in all
Of His characteristics.

I. God, The Author of Election
• The Bible does reveal God as the elector.
The doctrine of election is — that God, in
tnercy and grace, of His own sovereign will,
before the world bega n, unconditionally
those unto salvation a great multitude of
individuals from among fallen mankind.
Someone may ask. "Where did you get a
doctrine like that?" Our answer is, "From
the Bible." The doctrine of election did not
originate with John Calvin or any other
lhan. Though many men have boldly be-
lieved and defended this doctrine, man did
hot originate it. It is a doctrine which is
clearly revealed in the pages of God's Holy

Word. The Bible repeatedly ascribes this
act of election to God. Neither man nor any
other creature has any part in it. When
this election took place, the only one in ex-
istence was the tri-une God, and therefore,
election is His act only. Our text tells us
that it is God who chose. There are many
other Scriptures which make it plain that
election is of God. Here are just a few of
them: (Mark 13:20; Luke 18:7; John 15:16;
Romans 8:33; Ephesians 1:3,4; I Thessa-
lonians 1:4).
This doctrine seems to be one of the hard-

est in all of God's Word for man to submit
to. It is a despised doctrine in the religious
world today. I realize that one may be
saved and yet, still not accept this doctrine.
Many of the Lord's people will disagree
with what I have to say about it. It is re-
jected as being cruel by the religious world.
Many people will accept God as creator and
sustainer, but when He is preached as the
sovereign elector of His people, then He is
rejected. There are several different theor-
ies of election. This is because many people
who will not submit to this doctrine as
God's Word teaches it, still must admit that
there is some kind of election. I will tell
you the best way to know which of these
beliefs is correct. Any theory of election
that does not give God all the glory is false.
If your doctrine takes glory that belongs to
God and tries to give it to man, then throw
it away.

Election is God's own prerogative. No
creature tells God what He can or cannot
do. No one tells the Almighty whether He
can or cannot elect.

"May not the Sovereign Lord on high
Dispense His favors as He will
Choose some to life while others die
And yet be just and Holy still?"

Yes, God is just and holy in all of His
ways. If God elects, then it must be right
arid good because God can only do what is
right and good. Election does not make
God cruel, but instead, it magnifies His
mercy. It is consistent with and magnifies
all of God's attributes. May God enable
every one of us to set aside our prejudices
and submit to the teachings of His Word.
Let us believe that God is who He says He
is, even if we cannot understand who He is.
Who are we to question His sovereign right
over His creatures.
Jesus said, "Is it not lawful for me to do

what I will with mine own?"—Matt. 20:15.
The objections that are raised against the

doctrine of sovereign election are not new.
The Apostle Paul, in speaking of this great
truth in Romans 9, anticipated one objection
that would be raised and answered this ob-
jection:
"Thou wilt say then unto me, Why cloth

he yet find fault? For who bath resisted
His will? Nay, but, 0 man, who art thou
that repliest against God? Shall the thing
formed say to Him that formed it, Why hest
thou made me thus? Hath not the potter
power over the clay, of the same lump to
make one vessel unto honour, and another
unto dishonour?"—Romans 9:19-21.

If it so pleased God, He could have saved
the whole human race since there isn't any
who can resist His will. The objection that
is raised is this, "Since God could save all,

why did He choose some to be saved and
not choose others? Why doth He yet find
fault?" The Apostle Paul does not go into
a great effort to justify God. It is not my
job or the job of any other preacher to try
and justify God. He does not need for us
to justify Him. He is just in all His ways,
and He giveth not account of any of His
matters. Paul simply asserts God's sovere-
ignty, and shows us the folly of questioning
Him. May God enable each of us to heed
these words. If we cannot understand, let
us not question.

II. Some Characteristics of God's Election
ELECTION IS UNTO SALVATION! Some

will say, "I believe that election has to do
with service. God chooses some men to spe-
cial service for him." It is true that God
chooses certain men for certain works, but
it is also true that God has chosen to save
a multitude of sinners from sin and all of
its effects. The Bible makes this plain to
all who are willing to read it and believe
it. Our text says that God chose these Thes-
salonians to salvation. That is exactly what
it means. The Bible says that we are chosen
"that we should be holy and without blame
before him in love" (Eph. 1:4). Is not this
salvation? We are told in Romans 8:29 that
we are predestinated "to be conformed to
the image of His Son." That is salvation!
Romans 9:23 tells us that the elect are "ves-
sels of mercy, which He had afore prepared
unto GLORY." That is salvation!
Election is God's initiative in salvation.

It is God taking the first step which makes
all the other steps in our salvation sure.

(Continued on page 7, column 1)

THE PROPER MISSIONARY

MANNER OF
PRAYER
By WILLARD WILLIS

Monroe, Ohio

"After this manner therefore
Pray ye: Our Father which art in
heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done in earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors. And lead us
I%ot into temptation, but deliver
Us from evil: for Thine is the

ELDER WILLARD WILLIS

kingdom, and the power, and the
Illory, for ever. Amen" (Matt.
8:9-13).

Our Lord, in the Scriptures
Miich are before us, takes us, in
a sense of speaking, by the hand
and instructs us as to the proper
nianner of praying. This fact
kows clearly that we can do
llothing without Him. The natural
11% receiveth not the things of

Spirit of God. We have turned
our own way and He must

Instruct us in His way; especial-
Must He teach us how to pray.
may recall from Luke 11:1nt our Lord's disciples asked

,41,1111 to teach them to pray effec-eee4y.

(euntinued en page 4, column 5)
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Halliman's Trip To Bougainville Continues
By FRED T. HALLIMAN
Missionary To New Guinea

Dear Friends:

Greetings to you again this week
as we attempt to take up where
we left off our journey last week
on the way to Bougainville. The
last article ended on a Thursday
after we had left the Mission Sta-
tion on Tuesday and we were still
at Lae. I had finished all my
business except a couple of things
by Thursday afternoon and had
made reservations for the flight
on down to Bougainville. In pre-
vious trips to Bougainville I have
always gone via Rabaul from Lae,
but now that New Guinea has its
own airlines, this has been
changed and now the route is
through Port Moresby.

I awoke on Friday morning to
a typical day here in the tropics.
A nice cool breeze was blowing
in from the ocean and it seemed

that every known species of trop-
ical birds had congregated just
outside of my window to sing.
Roosters crow in the early hours
of the morning but tropical birds
sing. I took another 15 minutes
just to hear the birds sing before
getting out of bed.

By about 8:00 a.m. I had fin-
ished with my breakfast, settled
my account where I had been stay-
ing and set out to finish my busi-
ness there before leaving at 11:00
a.m. for Port Moresby on my way
to Bougainville. By 10 a.m. I was
.at the airport, but as was men-
tioned in the previous article, time
means nothing here in New Gui-
nea. I didn't really expect to get
away on schedule. It was 11:30
when we finally boarded the air-
craft.

The flight from Lae to Moresby
only takes about an hour, depend-
ing on the type of plane, so by

12:30 p.m. I was in the airport
terminal at Moresby and went
directly to confirm my ongoing
flight to Kieta on Bougainville.
I was a bit annoyed when told that
all seats had been taken and that
I would have to go on "stand-by."
This means that you watt until
plane time, and if someone does
not show up, you just might be
fortunate enough to take their
place. I went into the waiting
lounge and asked the Lord that if
someone was merely going on a
pleasure trip to Kieta, to give
them a desire to stay another night
in Moresby so that I might get
a seat on the plane and be on my
way about His business. The flight
was scheduled for about 2:00 p.m.,
so I would have quite a while to
wait in any case.

Just a note about the plane serv-
ice here, now that the local people
(Continued on page 8, column 1)

7:34e naftist 'Examiner 71)utpit
A Sermon By Milburn Cockrell kftre.,,,dopmst

"THE WAYFARING PILGRIM"
"And Moses said unto Hobab,

the son of Raguel the Midianite,
Moses' father- in-taw, We are
journeying unto the place of which
the Lord said, I will give it you:
Come thou with us, and we will
do thee good: for the Lord hath
spoken good concerning Israel.
And he said unto him, I will not
go; but I will depart to mine own
land, and to my kindred. And he
said, Leave us not, I pray thee;
forasmuch as thou knowest how
we are to encamp in the wilder-

ness, and thou mayest be to us
instead of eyes. And it shall be,
if thou go with us, yea, it shall
be, that what goodness the Lord
shall do unto us, the same will we
do unto thee" (Num. 10:29-32).
The men named Raguel men-

tioned in our text was also -known
as Jethro (Ex. 2:18,21; 3:1). He
was the -father-in-law of 'Moses
(Judges 411). Hobab -was the
brother-in-law of Moses.
Sometime before this, Moses had

orevailed upon Hobab to act as

a guide to the Israelites who were
on their way to Canaan. Hobab
had sojourned among the Israelites
during the whole period of their
encampment at Sinai which was
near his own country.
Now that Israel was getting

ready to move out, Hobab wanted
to return -to his own country and
father's -house. Moses kindly in-
vited him to remain with them
for his spiritual benefit and for
his u•seful services as their guide.
(Continued on page 2, column 1)

THE GO OF
THE BIBLE
EXAMINED

By ROY MASON
Aripeka, Florida

1. The gods of the heathen are
many. The devil started the idea
of many gods. (See Geo. 3:5)).
The Egyptians had many gods.
(See Ex. 12:12). All of the
heathen nations have had numer-
ous deities. The Greeks had a
long list of them. They were
thought of as warring against
each other. Many nations have
made for themselves gods of wood
and stone. Some have praised the
gods of brass and wood and stone,
etc. (See Dan. 5:4,23).

2. The God of the Bible is one
God, manifested in three persons—
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. (See
Deut. 6:4).
3. What does God say about

the gods? (See Jar. 16:20; I Cor.
8:4; Psa. 96:5; Psa. 95:3).

gods:
facts about God and false

1. The god of the Mohamme-
dan is not the God of the Chris-
tian.

2. The god of the Christian
Scientist is not the God of the
Bible. (Their god is not a per-
son, but just a sort Of abstrac-
tion. Likewise the god of the
"Unity" people.)

3. The god of the Universalist
and the Unitarian and the Modern-
ist is not the God of the Bible.
(They deny the Trinity.)
The character of God cdntrast-

ed with that of pagan gods:
Many of the false gods of the

heathen have had human sacri-
fice offered to them. (Cf. Moloch.)
The worship of other gods, like
Diana, was celebrated by means
of prostitution. Such gods as Bac-
chus, the god of "booze" was
celebrated with an all night drunk-
en carousal. The gods of the
heathen have no morality. But
the God of the Bible is holy. Hab-
bakuk 1:13; Jno. 17:11; Jab. 34:10.
Many of the gods of the heath-

en are man-made, haud-rnaile
gods. They take a tree and make
(Continued on page 8, column 5)
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Dear Brother Cockrell,
The Baptist Examiner has come

to our home for 17 years. I would
feel lost without it. I thoroughly
enjoy reading it from cover to
cover.
I didn't know Bro. Gilpin per-

sonally but feel confident he is
resting peacefully, also feel con-
fident you are doing a great job
as editor and the great message
you preach in each edition.
I am spiritually blessed after

reading all the good messages you
print each week. We have no in-
dependent missionary Baptist
church close enough to attend, and
sorry to say, but we do not feel
like trying to worship with other
so-called churches. There is in
this part of the country an awfully
large space for a true church. If
a messenger was sent from God
to start a mission he would have
plenty of room.
I am sending ten subscriptions

and an order for your beautiful
cards, have used them before. I
pray God will continue to bless
you in your work. I am just a poor
sinner saved by grace.

Sincerely,
Mrs. Walter Sumner,
South Haven, Mich.

"Wayfaring Pilgrim"

(Continued from page one)
Moses had the cloud to show the
general route to be taken through
the trackless desert. He needed
Hohab to show him where to ob-
tain pasture, shade, and water.

ONLY SOJOURNERS

Notice the words of Moses in
verse 29: "We are journeying unto
the place of which the Lord said,
I will give it you." Is not this the
case with all of God's children?

How clearly these words picture
the Christian life as a pilgrim-
age. God has chosen us out, of
the ;world, just like He chose

,
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What the hub is to the wheel, Christ

Israel. We, like Moses and Israel,
are journeying. We by God's
grace and power have left the
house of bondage and a life of
misery and fruitlessness. At pres-
ent we are passing through the
wilderness of this world, still ly-
ing in the lap of the evil one.
This world is a lonely land with
many dangers and sorrows. Often
our pathway is rough and steep.
As David said: "I am a stranger
in the earth" (Psa. 119:19).
I FEEL LIKE TRAVELING ON
When Pharoah asked Jacob his

age, he replied: "The days of the
years of my pilgrimage are an
hundred and thirty years: few and
evil have the days of the years of
my life been, and have not at-
tained unto the days of the years
of the life of my fathers in the
days of their pilgrimage" (Gen.
47:9).
Jacob called his life on earth

a pilgrimage, he looked upon him-
self as a wayfaring pilgrim. He
confessed that he was a stranger
in this world, and a traveler
toward another world. A hundred
and thirty years seem but a few
days in comparison with the days
of eternity, the eternal God and
the eternal state.

Believers in this age are for-
getting that they are pilgrims. The
early Christians considered them-
selves wayfaring pilgrims. Peter
wrote to the scattered Christians
of the first century: "Dearly be-
loved, I beseech you as strangers
and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly
lusts, which war against the soul"
(I Pet. 2:11). If we are to follow
our Savior and these primitive
'Christians, we also must be strang-
ers and pilgrims on this earth.
In I Peter 1:17 we are urged to

"pass the time of your sojourning
in fear." Observe, Christians are
to look upon themselves in this
world as pilgrims or sojourners,
as strangers in a distant country,
passing to another, to which we
properly belong.
The poet so well said:

"This world is not my home,
I'm just a passing through.

My treasures are laid up
Somewhere beyond the blue;

The angels beckon me
From Heaven's open door,

And I can't feel at home
In this world any more."

HEADED FOR HIGHER
GROUND

Just as Moses and the Israelites
mere traveling to a better country,
so are we. We also are journey-
ing to a land of promise. Like
Phillip Nolan, we are a man with-
out a country in this world of sin,
suffering, and sorrow.
We have no permanent residence

in this old world: "For here have
we no continuing city, but we seek
one to come" (Heb. 13:14). Sin,
sinners, and death will not per-
mit us to continue long here. David
declared: "For we are strangers
before thee, and sojourners, as
were all our fathers: our days on
the earth are as a shadow, and
there is none abiding" (I Chron.
29:15).

"Our citizenship is in heaven"
(Phil. 3:20, improved translation).
That is where our home, sweet
home, really is. Our treasures
are there. Our Savior is there.
Our departed brethren are there.
We are born from above and
long to be there. God's children
are homesick for Heaven.

The wayfaring pilgrim is head-
ed toward the Celestial City. He
is traveling toward the Father's
house of many mansions (John
14:1-3). Be is looking for "a build-
ing of God, an house not made
with hands, eternal in the heav-
ens" (II Cor. 5:1). The Apostle
John give a full description of
this wonderful city to which he
is going in Revelation 21. Again
the poet said:

"I'm satisfied with just a cottage
below.

A little silver and a little gold.
Don't think ;me- poor or deserted

or lonely„ ,
I'm not discouraged, I'm Heaven

bound;
I'm just a pilgrim in 'search of a

is to the Bible, it revolves around Him.

Our Beloved Pastor and Editor, Now in Glory

THE MOST FAMOUS TRIAL IN HISTORY
(Read Luke 22:63-23:38).

Going back across the years
that you can remember, there
have been a number of most fa-
mous trials that have been held.
I rather imagine that because of
the newspaper and radio publicity
that was given to it, the most fa-
mous trial that you can remember
was that of the Lindberg kidnap-
ping trial. I am satisfied that
there is none other that you can
recall that has been more famous
than the one that I have mention-
ed, yet, beloved, though that is
true of our day, the most famous
trial and the one longest remem-
bered is one that happened two
thousand years ago — the trial of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

As you well know, in any trial
there is the prisoner, there are
the judges, and there are the wit-
nesses. There are certain things
which characterize the trial. There
is the verdict that is rendered,
and there are those who are con-
cerned as to the outcome. I want
to show you that everyone of those
factors is present in this the most
famous trial of all days — the
trial of the Lord Jesus Christ.

THE PRISONER — JESUS
CHRIST.

If you and I would identify Him,
beloved, it wouldn't be necessary
that we go to the Rogue's gallery.
It wouldn't be necessary for iden-
tification that we observe thumb-

prints of criminals of days gone
by for comparison. It wouldn't be

necessary that we examine other

Bertilon measurements of like

criminals. Rather, beloved, We
would turn to the writings of the

Word of God to identify this pris-

oner — the Lord Jesus Christ.
In Matthew I, He is referred

to as Jesus — Emmanuel — "God
with us."
He is identified again when the

Father spoke from the skies, saY'
ing:
"This is my beloved Son, III

whom I am well pleased" (matt.

3:1f7).I you would like to identifi

Him, then see John the BaPtist
(Continued on page 3 column 1)

city,
I want a mansion, a harp and

a crown."

JOURNEY BY FAITH

When Moses spoke to Hobab,
he had never seen the land of
promise. Upon the bare word of
God he believed it to be a good
land, a land flowing with milk
and honey. Since he believed
God, he was pressing on toward
the land of promise. His faith
made him journey toward Canaan.
Moses was like Abraham. The

writer of Hebrews says of Abra-
ham and Sara: "These all died in
faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them
afar off, and were persuaded of

NOTICE
All of those :who live in the

state of Kentucky must pay
state tax when purchasing a
book as of October 1, 1975.
This is 5 cents on the dollar.
This applies to all who live
in the state of Kentucky only.
Those in other states who
order by mail do not have to
pay state tax. Please keep this
in mind as you purchase books .
from us.

them, and embraced them, and
confessed that they were strang-
ers and pilgrims on the earth. For
they that say such things declare
plainly that they seek a country.
And truly, if they had been mind-
ful of that country from whence
they came out, they might have
had opportunity to have returned.
But now they desire a better
country, that is, an heavenly:
wherefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God: for he bath
prepared for them a city" (Heb.
11 : 13-16 ).

None of us living today have
been caught up into the third
Heaven as was Paul and John.
By faith these future hopes are
made a present reality. By faith
we see the land of promise (Heb.
11:1). To the Corinthians Paul
wrote: "For we walk by faith, not
by sight" (II Cor. 5:7).

Faith is for this world, while
sight is reserved for the next.
Faith is the sphere in which we
walk, and not the visible presence
of God. Our walk by faith gives
us courage and comfort in the
troubles of life and the hour of
deatn.

The Christian pilgrim looks,not
upon the temporal things which
p,a5s,„. away, but upon the eternal
things which endure (II Cor. 4:18).
He seeks those things which are
above, where Christ sits on the

right hand of God (Col. 3:1-2). He
lays up for himself treasures in
Heaven.

NOT CONCERNED
WITH THIS WORLD

Moses was not concerned with
the wilderness, but about Canaan.
His only concern of the wilder-
ness was to get safely through it
to the land of promise. The soon-
er the journey was over, the bet-
ter he would like it.
What a lesson to us! We are

like foreigners traveling through
a country that is not our own.
If a citizen of America was going
through England or Europe, he
would expect to abide by the laws
of those countries. He would cer-
tainly not be trying to regulate
their affairs for them. Christians
are in the world, but not of it.
Very few believers realize the

position they are supposed to take
toward this present world. Noth-
ing is more important in the life
of a child of God than that he
know his relationship to this pres-
ent evil world.
How silly it would be for some-

one who was staying in a motel
for a month to spend his time
beautifying that dwelling place
when he is soon to live a lifetime
in a mansion. But so many spend
their time building a mansion here
and forget all about the one up
above. These people are guilty
of trying to make an appearance
before others. Most professed
Christians say they are too busy
to serve God.
When driving around in my car,

I often admire the beautiful houses
of people in this modern age. But
often the thought comes to me:
What kind of house will they have
in Heaven? Will they have one
at all? Will their dwelling be with
everlasting burning in eternity?

Christians need to remember
their pilgrim attitude and beware
of the ostentation of living. If
some believers took two-thirds of
the money that they put into a
mansion dawn here, and invested
it in sending the gospel to a lost
world, they would have a finer
mansion in glory.

PERSECUTED AND DESPISED

There lay ahead of Moses and
his people many hardships. Peo-
ple who saw this great company
coming would despise and perse-
cute them in their journey. Local
people always have a dislike for
foreigners.

Christians are foreigners in this
world: they are always persecuted
by the world. Profane history,
church history, and present day
ekperienee confirrif the truthful-
nes. -;orthis §tattctrierif. The nibie
says: "Yea, and all that will live
godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution" (I Tim. 3:12). The

afflictions of the righteous are

many (Psa. 34:19), and it is
through much tribulation that we
enter into the kingdom of God
(Acts 14:22). The Lord's people
are hated by all nations for
Christ's sake, and they are a sect
everywhere spoken against (Acts

28:22).,
For the first few hundred years

of the Christian church, God's peo-
ple were persecuted by pagans,

priests and popes. During the

Dark Ages the mother of harlots

used fire, the rack, imprisonment,

banishment, confiscation, a d
slander on the "followers of Jesus

Christ. Nevertheless, the old 040
of Zion sailed on in spite of dtio"
goon, fire, and sword. When the
Protestant Reformation came
about, the little flock of Christ

was seve 1 y persecuted unto

death by the reformers.

These great old Baptists gladlY

gave their lives before they would

renounce their faith in the Lamb

of God. They poured out their blood

in rivers, and they dyed the snolg
with crimson. Even in modern

times these pilgrims of God are

sealing their testimony with their
blood in Communist China and
Red Russia. All this persecution

proves that God's children are

strangers and pilgrims on this

earth.

ANXIOUS FOR OTHERS
TO COME ALONG

Moses told Hobab, "Come thou

with us, and we will do thee good:
for the Lord has spoken good con-

(Continued on page 6, column 3)

BRIEF NOTES
If any church in the Lakeland,

Fla., area needs a pastor or one
to fill in while the pastor is awaY,
Brother Norman R. Collins i5

available. His phone is 813-683.-

5122 Lakeland, Fla. He is a mem'
her of Ahave Baptist Church Of
Plant City, Fla.

Brother James Hobbs, pastor

of the King's Addition Baptist
Church, South Shore, Ky., will

hold a weekend meeting at the
Grace Baptist Mission in Hazard,

Ky., October 24-26. Brother RaY

Hiatt, the pastor of this mission,

invites everyone to attend this

special meeting. The evening

services will be at 7:30, with

services held at the regular time

on Sunday the 26th of October. If

you would like more information

about the meeting, you may con-
tact ',Bro. Hiatt_, at 606-436-4229,

Broflier Hobbs will also be preach-

ing on the MESSAGE OF GRACE

television program at 8:30 a.n1.,

Oct. 26.



There are no crown wearers in heaven who were not cross bearers here below.

Most Famous Trial

(Continued from Page Two)
is he stood on the shores of the
Sea of Galilee, as he lifted his
finger and pointed at Jesus, say-
ing:
"Behold the Lamb of God, which

laketh away the sin of the world!"
(John 1:29).

If you would identify Him, then
listen as the angel of God spoke
to Mary, His mother, before that
Be was born, yea, even at the time
that He was conceiVed, when the

angel said:
"Fear not, Mary; for thou hest

ftund favor with God. And, be-
hold thou shalt conceive in thy
Womb, and bring forth a son, and
Shalt call his name Jesus. He
Shall be great, and shall be called
the Son of the Highest; and the
Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David: And
he shall reign over the house of
Jacob for ever; and of his king-
dom there shall be no end" (Luke
1:30_33).

Notice that He is called Jesus,
the Son of the Highest, and it is
Said of Him that of His king-
dom there shall be no end.
If you would like to know who

this prisoner is, then hear Jesus
Himself, when He said:
"I and my Father are one . .

file 'Father is in me, and I in him"
(John 10:30-38).

I ask you, beloved, who is this
Prisoner at the bar? Who is this
Irian Jesus, the Son of the High-
est, Who is on trial for His life?
What had He taught? What was
His teaching? Was He a Commu-
rnst? Was He an Anarchist? Had
He made an insurrection against
the government? Was He in re-
bellion to Roman authority? Had
He sought to overthrow the gov-
ernment or any other form of
government?
Beloved, to all of these ques-

tions, the answer must be a nega-
tion. Nay, the Lord Jesus Christ
Was no Communist. He had never
been a member of any subversive
Party. He had never taught con-
trary to the real-existing govern-
bent. Rather, He had taught that
inan was a helpless being in the

sight of God — so helpless that

he couldn't turn to God unaided
bY the power of the Lord. Listen:
"No man can come to me, ex-
Pt the Father which hath sent

the draw him; and I will raise
him up at the last day." (John
6;44).

Jesus also taught that men were
elected and chosen of the Father
before the foundation of the world
Unto salvation, for we read:
"All that the Father giveth me
hall come to me; and him that
cvmeth to me I will in no wise
east out" (John 6:37).
Jesus taught that salvation was

hnlY in Himself. Hear Him when
lie said:
"I am the bread of life: he that

cometh to me shall never hunger;
and he that believeth on me shall
never thirst" (John 6:35).
Jesus hadn't left room for sal-

vation to be found any place else
Other than in Himself, for He said:

"I am the door, by me if any
Man enter in, he shall be saved,
a•rld shall go in and out, and find
Pasture" (John 10:9).

Jesus had also taught that when
inert are saved, they are positively
6e'cure in Him. Listen:

"And I g:ve unto them eternal
life; and they shall never perish,
neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand. My Father, which
gave them me, is greater than
all; and no man is able to pluck
them out of my Father's hand"
(John 10:28,29).

What had Jesus taught, be-
loved? He had shown that the
e-Xternals of religion meant noth-
ing. He had laid bare the sham
hYPocrisies of the multitudes. He
had shown that the externals of
iseligion as held by the Phari-
8ees and the Sadducees, were
Worthless. Though they had re-
ligion in the head, though they
bad said long prayers daily,
though they had great religious
creeds and oaths, though they

•`. • 411..11,41,

Is "THAT"
IN THE BIBLE?

Who gave a priest a suit of
clothes every year?
Micah, Judges 17:10: "And Mi-

cah said unto him, Dwell with me,
and be unto me a father and a
priest, and I will give thee ten
shekels of silver by the year, and
a suit of apparel, and thy victuals.
So the Levite went in."

were tithe-payers, and though they
held to the externals of religion,
He had shown them that this
meant nothing unless the heart
had been cut by the Spirit of God,
and conviction had begun, which
led unto conversion in Him.
What else had this man Jesus

taught? He was the one who
spoke those Beatitudes. He was
the one that told that wonder-
ful story of the good Samaritan.
He was the one who had given
to the world the story of the
prodigal son who had gone astray
and had come back to the father's
house.
Beloved, if this was what He

had taught, I ask you, what had
He done? Surely, in His teach-
ings there is nothing whereby He
should be tried. Surely, if these
were His teachings, there is
nothing in these whereby He
should be guilty of even being
a subject of trial, to say noth-
ing of being brought to death.
What had He done? Is He a
criminal? Had He been a delin-
quent from youth? Was there a
tinge and a taint of moral delin-
quency that had been in Him from
the time of His birth that had
grown and had been augmented as
the days passed by? Had He had
a criminal complex all the days
of His life? No, beloved, just the
contrary, for we read concerning
Him:
"For he hath made him to be

sin for us, WHO KNEW NO
SIN; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him" (II
Cor. 5:21).
"Forasmuch as ye know that

ye were not redeemed with cor-
ruptible things, as silver and
gold, from your vain conversa-
tion received by tradition from
your fathers; But with the pre-
cious blood of Christ, as of a
lamb WITHOUT BLEMISH and
WITHOUT SPOT" (I Pet. 1:18,19).
"For such an high priest be-

came us, who is holy, harmless,
undefiled, separate from sin-
ners, and made higher than the
heavens" ,(Heb. 7:26).
This prisoner, Jesus Christ, is

no adulterer, nor murderer, nor
thief, nor criminal. He has
uever violated the moral law
of God, to say nothing of the
civil law of man. If you would
identify this one who has been
brought to the bar of justice,
you would say that He is Jesus
Christ. God in the flesh, with-
out sin, without stain, without
moral blemish, without spiritual
imperfection — Jesus Christ, the
son of the Highest.

II

THE WITNESSES.
What a contrast to the prisoner

are these witnesses! How truly
these witnesses characterize the
average witnesses that go to
court today. Listen:

"Now with the chief priests, and
elders, and all the council,
sought false witness against
Jesus, to put him to death; But
found none; yea, though many
false witnesses came, yet found
they none. At the last came two
false witnesses, And said, This
fellow said, I am able to destroy
the temple of God, and to build
it in three days" (Matt. 26:59-61).

The chief priests had hired men
to become false witnesses to
testify against Jesus. Jurispru-

dence of Jesus' day was different
to that of today. An indictment
now must be found by a grand
jury, but an indictment in Jesus'
day was found if two individuals
could testify to the same thing
concerning the prisoner. That
was why it was they were trying
so desperately to get two wit-
nesses whose words were not
antagonistic and contradictory the
one to the other. They were try-
ing to get an indictment against
Jesus so that He could be brought
before a Roman tribunal for trial.
Hence, thee high priests—these
Jewish conspirators—tried their
best to get two witnesses who
would tell the same thing, that
Jesus Christ might be brought to
trial.
The Word of God tells us, be-

loved, though many false wit-
nesses c a in e, yet they couldn't
find two individuals who would
testify to the same thing concern-
ing Jesus Christ. These were the
witnesses at the trial of Jesus.

III

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
TRIAL.
There were 'certain things

that stood out about this trial
of Jesus that made it famous.
It was characterized by the
MOCKING that entered into it,
for in actuality the trial of
Jesus was mockery from begin-
ning to end. Listen:
"And Herod with his men of

war set him at nought, and
mocked him, and arrayed him
in a gorgeous robe, and sent him
again to Pilate" (Luke 23:11).
That, beloved, took place in

the courtroom of Herod in the
fifth trial that the Lord Jesus
Christ underwent. When He was
thus being tried for the fifth
time, they put a purple robe on
His back, a crown of thorns upon
His brow, and a scepter of reed
in His hand. They bowed their
knees to Him and said, "Hail,
King of the Jews." They mocked
the Son of God.

Beloved, that hand ought to
have held, and will some day
hold, a scepter of iron whereby
the nations shall be broken
asunder. On that lustrous brow
where the crown of thorns was
worn that day, some day the
most lustrous diadem of all the
ages shall shine. The knees that
were bowed in mockery that day
will some day bow, as every
knee in the world, not in mock-
ery, but in submission to the
Lord Jesus Christ. Beloved, they
mocked my Lord and the very
things wherein they mocked
Him will rise up against those
that come unsaved to the judg-
ment bar of God.
This trial was also character-

ized by CRUELTY. When Jesus
was in the courtroom of Annas
for the first of the six trials
that He underwent, He was
brutally assaulted by the high
priest.
"And when he had thus spok-

en, one of the officers which
stood by struck Jesus with the
palm of his hand, saying, An-
swerest thou the high priest so?
Jesus answered him, If 1 have
spoken evil, bear witness of the
evil; but if well, why smitest thou
me? Now Annas had sent him
bound unto Calaphas the high
priest" (John 18:22-24).

If you would see the cruelty
of that trial, see Him, beloved,
in His second trial when He is
led from the courtroom of An-
nas over to the courtroom of
Caiaphas, where He is abused.
"Then the high priest rent his

clothes, saying, He hath spoken
blasph.my; what further need
have we of witnesses? behold,
now ye have heard his blasphemy.
What think ye? They answered
and said, He is guilty of death.
Then did they spit in his face,
and buffeted him; and others
smote him with the palms of their
hands, Saying, Prophesy unto us,
'Continued on page 4, columu 3)
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A REVIEW OF REFORMED
BAPTIST ECCLESIOLOGY

By R. L POUND II
P.O. Box 34, Shelby Center, Memphis, Tennessee 38134

On John Thornbury's Treatise

"THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH"

Dear Brother T:
I am sorry that I have to take so long with your first few

words, but you have left me with no other choice because of the
many errors which you presented in your first two chapters.
Before going further into my review, I must make some remarks
for my brethren who may be troubled about the secondary or
figurative meaning of ekklesia or church. After these few re-
marks thereon, I will continue with my notices of the first two
chapters.

Many have supposed that the figurative meaning of ekkle-
sia is the universal, invisible church. This is the error of Re-
formed Baptists. Some Landmark Baptists who are not skilled in
these matters have failed to understand this definition. To those
who do not go far into historical theology, this is a common
error, but it is an error.

The secondary, figurative or ideal meaning of ekklesia is
expressed as the whole number of the elect from all ages, or
the whole number of all the churches, or the whole number of
members from all the local, visible churches. Sometimes this is
also known as the collective usage of the term church. We have
no better explanation of what this meaning is not and what it is
than from two cases given by that great Landmark Baptist of
Louisville, the olden times editor of The Western Recorder, T. T.
Eaton. The following are taken from Ben M. Bogard's Pillars of
Orthodoxy, Louisville, Baptist Book Concern, 1900; pages 194-
197:

DEFENSE OF THE PHILADELPHIA CONFESSION
OF FAITH

By T. T. Eaton

The Philadelphia Confession of Faith is not re-
sponsible for the wild interpretations put upon it, any
more than the Bible is responsible for the same thing.
That Confession is a venerable and, in many respects.
a noble document, and we hope the wild interpreta-
tions some are seeking to put on it will not bring it
into disrepute.

The attempt is made to make it appear that the
Philadelphia Confession declares that Christ built "the
universal invisible church" on the Rock, which "uni-
versal invisible church" should exist in all ages; and
also that this Confession opposes the view that Bap-
itsts have existed in every age since the Apostles. This
is a gross and a groundless misrepresentation of that
venerable document. It says:

"The Catholic or universal church which, with
respect to the internal work of the Spirit and truth of
grace, may be called invisible, consists of the whole
number of the elect that have been, are, or shall be
gathered into one under Christ, the head thereof, and
is the spouse, the body, the fullness of him that filleth
all in all."

Let this language be noted. The Romanists claim-
ed that their heirarchy was "the Catholic or universal
church," and these Baptists in Philadelphia contra-
dicted that claim by declaring that only "the whole
number of the elect that have been, are, or shall be
gathered into one" can rightly be called "the catholic
or universal church." It takes all the elect of all ages
to make "the catholic or universal church." Of course,
then, the little fraction of them alive at any given time
cannot be called the church. Of course, then, this church
cannot exist in every age, because its material, except
a part of it, and perhaps a very small part, had not
come into existence when our Baptist fathers adopted
that language. If the world shall continue ten thousand
years longer, the last man saved will be part of the
"universal church," which this document declares to
be composed of "the whole number of the elect that
have been, are (A.D. 1742.—Ed), or shall be gathered
into one," etc. To talk about all the elect as existing
through all ages, is ridicuonsly grotesque. It is likely
that only a small fraction of them have even yet (A.D.
1899) come into existence; and certainly those born
since 1742 could not have continued in existence be-
fore that date. What, pray, have men born in the 20th
century to do with resisting the "gates of hell" in the
10th century? Let it be remembered that, according
to the Philadelphia Confession, it takes all the elect
of all ages to make "the catholic or universal church" —
not the part of them alive in one age.

Let it be noted also that this Confession makes
(Continued on Page Five)
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"Is it right for a person to be a member of a church five or
six hundred miles away when there is a New Testament church
just twenty down the road that is preaching and teaching the
truth? Should a person join the closest New Testament church
to him or do other considerations besides doctrine and practice
enter into the placing of one's membership?"

PAUL
TIBER

PASTOR,

NEW TESTAMENT

BAPTIST CHUF CH

9272 Euclid-Chordon

Road

Kirkland, Ohio

Under the conditions described
in the question the obvious answer
is, "No, it is not right."
Unless one can reasonably be

in attendance at the regular serv-
ices of his church, he should not
locate his membership there —
except, of course, if it happens to
be the closest Scriptural church
to him, then that would fix his
choice.
I am acutely aware that there

are some Baptists who place their
memberships hundreds of miles
away from where they live while
there are Scriptural churches
much closer, and that the pastors
of these churches make very little
or no effort to direct these "dis-
tant" members to a closer church
— but no amount of rationaliza-
tion can justify such carelessness.
Their motives must be suspect.
Of course, a Baptist should be a

Member of the closest (or at least
one that is reachable) New Testa-
ment Church. Doctrine, practice
and spirituality are the proper
criteria — there should be no oth-
ers.
"Not forsaking the assembling

of yourselves together as the man-
ner of some is"—Hebrews 10:25.

ROY
MASON

RADIO MINISTER

BAPTIST PREACHER

Aripeka, Florida

No, I positively do not believe
that a person should have their
membership in a church hundreds
of miles away when there is a
good Scriptural church close by.
Some persons like a far-off mem-
bership because it gives them
plenty of time to read the Sunday
morning paper and to go fishing.
Just suppose there is no near-by
church that is fully in accord with
what one believes, and suppose
they are unable because of health
or other conditions to attend the
church to which they belong. Even
then, they ought to attend a place
of worship, so as to let it be known
that they believe in God and wor-
ship Him.

Some who know me will say,
"Don't you belong to a church
fifty miles away?" Yes, I do. I
have been a member and pastor
of a church in Tampa, Florida un-
til the time of my retirement. The
church asked if I would continue

to conduct its radio work, thus I
am still the radio preacter of that
church, and, moreover, I drive
down to Sunday School and church
each Sunday. On some occasions,
I have attended services of a near-
by Baptist church.

If a person can find no Scrip-
tural church anywhere close to
where they live, they are fully
warranted in uniting with a church
that is located at a distance, but
this should never be done as an
easy way of excusing oneself from
church attendance. Sometimes, it
is possible for us to egotistically
think that there just isn't anybody
in our whole region that is as
orthodox and as spiritual as we
are. There may be a number of
people living around us who are
just as good as we are. It would
be a good thing to invite some
such people to our home and get
them to worship God with us. If
there isn't a good church nearby,
why not do some teaching and
preaching and start one?

JAMES
HOBBS

Rt. 2, Box 182

McDermott, Ohio

PASTOR

Kings Addition

Baptist Church

Couth Shore, KY.

This question is one that cannot
be answered with a yea or a nay.
There are several things that
would have to be considered in
this respect.
When you say "preaching and

teaching the truth," I assume that
you are talking about the doc-
trines of grace. Along with that
we must consider church truths
and truths about prophecy. For
instance, I know some brethren,
that I love dearly, who preach
most of the truth that I believe.
However, they do not hold the pre-
trib, pre-millennial truth that I d6
and I could not be a member of
that church. I can, and do, fellow-
ship with them, but they know that
I do not agree with them on this
matter.
Oftentimes we have brethren

who hold such strong views on
certain things that they become
hyper on that view. It would be
difficult to belong to a church in
some cases. If •a church does not
support missions, I would con-
sider belonging to another church.
I would find it difficult to belong
to a church, where there was no
love among the brethren.

Yes, there are some instances
where a person could be justified
in belonging to a church some dis-
tance away. I think that every
effort should be made to start a
work in the area where the per-
son lives under such cases. The
person who belongs to 'a church
some distance away should attend
as often as possible and work in
411.••••••••••••••••.**-
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every way that he can to support
the church, in prayer, service and
tithes.
"Not forsaking the assembling

of ourselves together, as the man-
ner of some is; but exhorting one
another; and so much the more,
as ye see the day approaching"
(Heb. 10:25).

E. G.
COOK

701 Cambridge

Birmingham, Ala.

PASTOR

Philadelphia

Baptist Church

Birmingham, Ala.

Regardless of what I may say
on this subject I know of no Scrip-
ture that would back me up. It is
true that Hebrews 10:52 says:
"Not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together." But this
seems to be talking to church
members who have no real reason
for their not attending the church.
I am not saying, however, that
this should not enter into the mat-
ter of determining where a person
should have his membership. All
things being equal he should have
his membership' in the church
nearest to him I would think. But,
just as there are no two leaves
on a huge oak tree exactly alike,
there are no two Baptist' churches
that are alike in every Way.
We have a member who lives

more than six hundred miles away
from this church. He knows of no
church in his city that he can fel-
lowship with. And though there are
a number of Baptist churches
nearer to him than we are who
preach and teach what we do, he
seems to want to have a part in
the mission activities of this
church. There are different things
that enter into the matter of de-
ciding where you want to have
your membership. And I know of
iio Scr,pture that would condemn
a person for having his member-
ship far from him if there is no
church in his vicinity.

SIX

Most Famous Trial

(Continued from page three)
thou Christ, Who is he that smote
thee?" (Matt. 26:65-68).

If you would see the cruelty,
notice the third trial when He is
brought before the Sanhedrin.
"And the men that held Jesus

mocked him, and smote him. And
when they had blindfolded him,
they struck him on the face, and
asked him, saying, Prophesy, who
is it that smote thee? And many
other things blasphemously spoke
they against him" (Luke 22:63-65).

If you would see the cruelty
whereby our Lord was treated,
then go back to the preaching
of Isaiah and see how Isaiah had
prophesied this cruelty. Listen:
"I gave my back to the smiters,

and my cheeks to them that
PLUCKED OFF THE HAIR: I
hid not my face from shame and
spitting" (Isa. 50:6).
"As many were astonished at

thee; his visage was SO MAR-
RED MORE THAN ANY MAN,
and his form MORE than the
sons of men" (Isa. 52:14).

Beloved, there was never a man
more bruised than the Lord Jesus
Christ. His form was marred
more than any man. If you had
known Jesus Christ, you wouldn't
have recognized Him as the Son
of God when His sixth trial came
to an end. The beard had been

-
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Good intentions will not help a man on his way if he takes the wrong road.

plucked from His face. He had
been whipped in the courtroom
until His back was a mass of gore
and blood. Thorns had pierced
His flesh until the blood had run
down His precious head. Cruelty
characterized His trial.
Likewise SUBMISSION charac-

ized His trial — the submission
on the part of Jesus Christ. Can
you imagine any individual being
able to stand mockery and cruelty
such as we have read, and at the
same time, being submissive and
not retaliating against it? The
Word of God tells us how our Lord
was submissive.
"Then said Jesus unto him,

Put up again thy sword into his
place; for all they that take the
sword shall perish with the sword.
Thinkest thou that I cannot now
pray to my Father, and he shall
presently give me more than
twelve legions of angels?" (Matt.
26:52,53).
Oh, how submissive was our

Lord when He came to die! .He
was so submissive to the will of
God that even though He could
have called to His rescue better
than sixty thousand angels, He
spurned their offer. Rather, He
suffered and suffered submissive-
ly to the will of God.

Mockery and cruelty charac-
terized this trial from the stand-
point of God. Froni the stand-
point of God, it is characterized
by the submission of Jesus Christ
—willingly submitting to trial and
crucifixion for your sins and
mine.

• Iv

THE VERDICT.
Pilate handed dawn his verdict

very briefly, when he said:
"I am innocent of the blood of

this JUST PERSON: see ye to it"
(Matt. 27:24).

Herod likewise gave his ver-
dict. Listen:
"And Pilate, when he had called

togei.her he chief priests and the
ru!ers and the people, Said unto
them, Yet have brought this man
unto me, as one that perverteth
the people; and, behold, I, having
examined him before you, have
found no fault in this man touch-
in9 those things whereof ye accuse
him; No, nor yet Herod; for I
sent you to him; and, lo, NOTH-
ING WORTHY OF DEATH is done
unto him" (Luke 23:13-15).
Do you want to know more of

the verdict, beloved? Then listen
to the man who has betrayed Jesus
into the hands of the chief priest,
the man who is humanly respon-
sible for the agony that He under-
went, when he said:
"I have sinned in that I have

betrayed the INNOCENT BLOOD"
(Matt. 27:4).
The two judges who had the

right of death, and the power
of life and death in their hands,
and the man who sold Him into
their hands for trial, declared
Him innocent. That was the ver-
dict concerning Jesus.

V

INTERESTED PERSONS.
No man ever went to trial but

what somebody was interested in
the outcome of the case. Who
is interested in this, the most
famous of all trials in history?
Those Jews were interested.

Jesus had laid bare their hypoc-
risy, time and time again. They
wanted revenge. They wanted to
see Jesus out of the way.

Pilate's wife was also interested
in the outcome of the trial, for
we read:

"When he was set down on the
judgment seat, his wife sent unto
him, saying, Have thou nothing
to do with that just man; for I
have suffered many things this
day in a dream because of him"
(Matt. 27:19).

The Centurion was interested in
the outcome of the trial. This
was the man who after the trial
was given the task of crucifying
Jesus—the man who drove the
nails into the palms of His hands
and into His flesh and feet. Look
at him as he finishes his task,
when he said:

"Now when the centurion saw
what was done, he glorified God,

saying, Certainly this was a right"

eous man" (Luke 32:47).
Who else is interested in this

trial? Look, beloved, at that

man who was supposed to die.
Three thieves had been sentenced
already. One of those thieves had

an opportunity to escape death.
The crowd clamored for the blood

of Jesus. That third thief, Barab-

Las, heard them as they said,
"Don't release that man Jesus,"
and when asked whom they should

release, they answered, "Barab•
has." Barabbas was interested
in knowing whether he would go
on that cross or whether Jesus
v,,as going to take his place on
the doss.
Beloved, may I remind yee,

you ought to have the same
terest in the crucifixion of Jesia
Christ that Barabbas had. YOU

ought to be concerned just the
same as Barabbas as to whether
you or Jesus is going to pay your

sin debt.
VI

THE PUNISHMENT.
Three times Pilate begged for

the life of Jesus, and three tiineS
the crowd clamored for lliS
death. Ultimately, as you well
know, they. led Him to CalvanY
and there He was crucified.
I ask you, beloved, why wne

He thus treated? Why did Ile
die? The Word of God tells 115:
"For I delivered unto you first

of all that which I also received,

how that CHRIST DIED FOR

OUR SINS according to the
Scriptures" (I Cor. 15:3).
That is why we sing:

"Amazing grace! How sweet the

soThat
suanvde, d a

wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,

Was blind, but now I see."

Beloved, that trial, the most
famous trial in history, came 0
a close by the Son of God being

nailed to the Cross, and vvhell

He was nailed there, it was fg
all your sins and mine. The

punishment should have been mull
but thank God, He bore it, 0
save you and me from a Devill
Hell.
May CiDd bless you!

The Proper Manner
(Continued from page one)
"And it came to pass, that, a5

He was praying in a certain place,
when He ceased, one of His dis"
ciples said unto Him, Lord, teach
us to pray, as John also taught
his disciples to pray" (Luke 11:1).

"Our Father which art in heal'
en" is a dynamic way to begle
our prayers, since it points Or

hearts and minds upward 01
makes our prayers a very personal

matter. It is not "our God which
art in heaven," which, of course,
is true, but it is "our Father

which art in heaven." We, when,

we think of the word "Father,

think of one who loves us and
one who is very concerned With
our well being. We think of one
Who would drive one thousand
miles and more to be where We
are if we needed him. I have
reference, of course, to our earth'
ly father. Our heavenly Father,
on the other hand, loves uS

a million and more times °Vet
that which our earthly father IS
capable of loving us. Our hens"'
enly Father, in fact, in JestIS
Christ, died for us. We, if we
are ever prone to question 1111
love for us. should cast our eye
of faith upon His bleeding bodY

at Calvary. We can then snY
with John:
"Behold what manner of 10v:

the Father has bestowed upon vs
(I John 3:1).

We are also to take special note

of the word "our" in "our Fel"
er." We. in other words, are t°
include others in our prayers.

We are not to think that we are

spreading the request too thin

when we say "our." Our God ID
not limited to one or two. Ile
call supply the needs of one
lion as easily as He can suPlil
the needs of one person. We are

(Continued on page 5. column 2)
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ADAM'S
RIB

*RITTER BY A WOMAN

AND FOR WOMEN

l'HE DEVIL, A ROARING LION

"Be sober, be vigilant, because
Your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seek-
io9 whom he may devour" (I Pet.
1:8).

Christian women often act as if
the devil is not a real being.
e v e been lulled to sleep with

Lile cartoons of a man in a red
Silit with horns and a tail and a
Pitchfork in his hand. We've heard
,.8() many jokes about the devil and
II,ts antics that we fail to realize
`Qo true picture that the Word of
God gives us concerning him. Our
text tells us we are to be sober
aild to be vigilant. Sober means
'to be calm, serious, temperate,
°Is steady." • Being sober is not
°1113.7 temperance in meat and
,drink. but in all things pertaining
Lie the flesh and the world. Vigi-
'ant means "to be watchful, wide
awake, alert, attentive." These
re the two admonitions we are
given concerning the devil who is
Ilet our friend, but is our enemy

our adversary.
When we over-indulge in any

tieshly desire, it has a tendency
t us to sleep. It is like eating

a-huge meal and then wanting to
take a nap afterwards; this is the
verY thing that we are warned
gainst. We are to be sober and
Laen to be vigilant. The only Way

can be vigilant or watchful
'S to keep wide awake that we

itlight not be dull of hearing and
11 of seeing in connection with

'trigs concerning the devil.

Consider if you will for a mo-
Inent, the way the Word of God
describes Satan to us. He is "as

roaring lion." The lion walks
Softly and very quietly while he is
1,''alking his prey, but the moment

is ready to pounce upon it, he
lives a loud roar. This is what the
rord of God is telling us, the
'evil is as a roaring lion, walking
415out seeking whom he may de-
vour; so, he is ready to devour us
at the first opportunity.

Consider a situation where per-
ualis a circus lion is on the loose
aild circling your house. He is

pared and hungry and his roar is
rocious. Your child is asleep

l'ith the window open, the front
or is slightly ajar, the radio

'Iterrupts its programming to
/varn people that the lion is a man-
h _4ting animal. What do you do?

you sit down with a sandwich
ii44(1 a magazine and act as if the
O 5 not there? No, you close all
the doors and windows, barri-

s'ading every place that he might

Zek to enter. Pull the drapes, soWon't see you; turn off the fire
Iti'der the stew pot, so he won't
en get a whiff of food cooking.
011 would listen to the radio warn-

and take every precaution
:LeY suggested. Why then do we
"egleet the warnings God gives us
oc.0fleerning the devil? We leave
eeors and windows wide open and
1;ft' put up a sign, "Enter here."
e e cannot claim ignorance be-
atise the Bible says: "For we are

(,.." ignorant of his devices" (II
Or 2:11).

)4,9rie of the doors that we leave
ti cie open and in which the devil
e,lights to enter is through our
Ifildren. Maybe we are deceived
17eause of our love for them. May-

Wee are confused on just what
tee Lord expects out of us con-
•Ning our children, ,but often-
t ttles the devil uses our children
Iv° get to us. We will see godly

:L10/111en who delight in serving the
11,..41 and they themselves dress

.1.,,a7Oestly and yet when you look
their little girls', you'll find

aeeir dresses hitting them up
t eluid their bottoms way, way
1114. short. We find mothers 'w-

itting their children to partici-

pate in things at school — danc-
ing, the holy days, and this type of
thing — permitting their children
to participate in things ihat they
themselves would never dream of
doing. In this way the devil gets
an opening into our homes and
into our lives, and uses our chil-
dren against us and to hinder our
service for the Lord.
Another open door the devil

comes in, and it seems sometimes
we put the welcome mat at the
door, is our marriage relationship.
Our marriage is to be a picture
of the Lord Jesus Christ and His
bride, His church; therefore, when
we find ourselves fussing with our
husbands, when we find inter-tur-
moil and strife within the mar-
riage relationship itself, we are
showing forth a terribly bad pic-
ture. It is just like saying that
Christ is fussing with His bride.
Whatever our differences, surely
they cannot be so terrible that
they cannot be worked out in a
calm, sensible, reasonable man-
ner. Often the wife forgets what
her true relationship with her hus-
band is.
"The wife hath not power of her

own body, but the husband: and
likewise also the husband hath not
power of his own body, but the
wife. Defraud ye not one the oth-
er, except it be with consent for
a time, that ye may give your-
selves to fasting and prayer; and
come together again, that Satan
tempt you not for your inconti-
nency" (I Corinthians 7:4-5).
We see that the Word of God

answers all of our questions, real-
ly, and supplies all of our strong-
holds that we need to keep the
devil from making an entrance
into our lives.
May it please the Lord to make

us aware that the devil is really
our enemy and that he does seek
to, literally, devour us. Whenever
he attacks our children, he gets
to us. When he attacks us, he gets
to our husbands. Everybody in our
family is affected each time some-
one in the family is attacked by
Satan. May our prayer be today
that we would soberly, vigilantly
guard against Satan.

10.1

The Proper Manner
(Continued from page four)

limited in the number we can
feed at our tables, but there is
no limitation which can be placed
upon "our Father." Let us there-
fore pray for others by beginning
our prayers with "our Father."
The words. "which art in heav-

en," should enable us to direct
our prayers proPerly. Heaven is
above us in every sense of the
word. It is also the place of
perfect holiness. It is the place
in which it is said of our Lord
Jesus that "He lifted up His eyes
to heaven."
"Hallowed be Thy name."
You will note that this is the

first request that is set forth in
this prayer. We are to learn
that no request- is to be made of
God until we are in the proper
frame of mind. That proper frame
of mind being to establish that
God is our Father and that His
throne is in Heaven — the place
of the utmost purity. We, after
we are in the proper frame of mind
and heart, are then to proceed
by expressing adoration to Him.

It is to be noted that the re-
quests which follow are seven in
number, being divided into three
and four. The first three are con-
cerning God Himself while the
last four' are for ourselves. God,
however, must always come first
in our thoughts, desires and pray-
ers.
"Hallowed be Thy name."
God's great name must remain

God's great name no matter what
the cost may be to us. It must
be "hallowed be Thy name," even
though I must suffer with intense
pain and even death. We have,
in John 12:27.28. our Lord setting
an example concerning what we
are to mean when we say "hal-
lowed be Thy name."
"Now is My Soul troubled; and

what shall I say: Father, save Me
from this hour: but for this cause
came I unto this .hour. Father,
glorify Thy name."
Our Lord, in other words, said,

in essence "Hallowed be My
name, •no matter what the cost
may be to You."
"Thy kingdom come: Thy will

be done in earth, as it is in heav-
en."
We see, then, that the first re-

quest, "hallowed be Thy name,"
has to do with God's honor, while
the second and third requests set
before us the means whereby He
is to be honored. •
"Thy kingdom come and Thy

will be done" mean that our king-
dom and will must conform to His.
If His kingdom will come, then
ours 'must go, for God's thoughts
and ways are vastly different from
ours (Isa. 55:8.9).
"Give us this day our daily

bread."
This request is the first of those

which relate to our own needs.
That which preceded this request
was Him, Him, Him; now, we are
privileged to look to ourselves;
and the fact that we .must ask for
our daily bread, makes it obvious
that it is not due us. We, in Adam
forfeited all our rights to God's
blessings. We must now beseech
our Father to be merciful to us
and give us our daily bread. He,
if He dealt with us according to
our sins, would withhold all food
and water. Let us, therefore, re-
joice because of the fact that He
does not deal with us according
to our sins.
"He hath not dealt with us

after our sins; nor rewarded us
according to our iniquities" (Ps.a.
103:10).
"And forgive us our debts, as we

forgive our debtors."
Our debt is that we owe obe-

dience to God. We owe obedience
to His every command. We, how-
ever, fail day by day and need
to ask Him to "forgive us our
debts."
The word "as" should be noted

and weighed very carefully as we
.ponder the Scripture which is be-
fore us. It is "forgive us our
debts AS we forgive our debtors."
Are you a forgiving person? If
you are not, then how can you
pray effectively? It is obvious
that God expects us to forgive
others before we ask Him to for-
give us.
"And lead us not into _tempta-

tion."
The word "temptation" has ref-

erence to trials and troubles —
trials and troubles such as Paul
and Jab experienced — trials and
troubles like those described in the
11th chapter of Hebrews. You
will recall that even our Lord
prayed for the cup to pass from
Him. He, however, bowed to the
Father's will. We, in like man-
ner, may pray, "lead us not into
temptation." We, however, should
add, "not my will, but Thine be
done." Paul, in fact, prayed three
times for the removal of the thorn
from his flesh, but he bowed to
the Father's will and became con-
tent with his affliction. The thorn,
of course, worked for Paul's good.
"But deliver us from evil."
All temptations (trials a n d

troubles) are not evil in them-
selves. We know how that our
Lord was tempted by the Devil.
He, in fact, was led into the wild-
erness by the Spirit for the very
purpose of being tempted (tried).
He, however, was not overcome.
We, in like manner, by the grace
of Gad, will find that trials have
not been a cause for evil thoughts
and deeds. We will find that the
trials of hunger have not caused
us to steal or the trial of pain has
not caused us to doubt God's good-
ness toward us.

"For Thine is the kingdom, and
tAhmeepnorr, and the glory;forever.

The end result of our prayers is
(Continued on ,page 6, column 1)
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not the slightest hint that Christ meant this "catholic
or universal church" when He said: "On this rock I
will build my church." Matt. 16:18, is not quoted at all.

This "universal church" is "invisible" only "with
respect to the internal work of the Spirit." It will be
visible when it is "gathered into one." Of course, the
internal work of the Spirit is invisible.

. There is also in this entire Confession not the
slightest suggestion that there has been a day since
the Apostles when there were no Baptists in the world.
On the contrary, all that is said on the subject as-
sumes their continued existence. But since that was not
then a matter of dispute, the document is not very full
on that point. Thomas Crosby had just issued his great
history in which he distinctly claimed, and argued at
length to maintain the claim, that Baptists had con-
tinued in the world from the Apostles to his day; and
these Baptists in Philadelphia took for granted that
this was generally admitted among their brethren, and
needed not to be specially declared. Nevertheless, this
Confession does say:

"The purest churches under heaven are subject
to mixture and error, and some have so degenerated
as to become no churches of Christ, but synagogues of
Satan; nevertheless, Christ always hath had, and ever
shall have, a kingdom in this world, to the end there-
of, of such as believe in him and make profession of
his name."

In spite of the fact that. "the purest churches un-
der heaven are subject to mixture and error," and
some have gone so far astray as to become "synagogues
of Satan," yet all of the churches have not thus gone
astray, but "Christ always hath had and ever shall have
a kingdom in this world, of such as believe in him and
MAKE PROFESSION OF HIS NAME," i.e., of pure
churches which do not become "synagogues of Satan."

Again this Confession declares:
"A particular church, gathered and completely 0 r-

ganized according to the mind of Christ, consists of
officers and members; and the officers, appointed by
Christ to be chosen and set apart by the church so
called and 'gathered for the peculiar administration of
ordinances and execution of power and duty which he
entrusts them with, or calls them to, to be continued
to the end of the world, are bishops, or -elders, and
deacons."

Then there have been, according to this docu-
ment, particular churches "gathered and completely
organized according to the mind of Christ," "for the
peculiar administration of ordinances," etc., in all ages;
since "according to the mind of Christ" they were "to
be continued to the end of the world." And yet we are
asked to believe that the Philadelphia Confession is
opposed to the idea of the continuity of Baptists
through the ages since the Apostles!!!!
Dr. T. T. Eaton was a Landmark Baptist and when the

Southern Baptist world was upset by Whitsittism, following the
death of Dr. J. R. Graves, Dr. Eaton became the leading de-
fender of the faith. Brother T. should have studied his authori-
ties a bit more before claiming them all as Reformed, Univer-
sal Church Baptists. Brethren, if you will turn to page 168 of
Brother T's treatise on the church, you will find Dr. Eaton's
statement used to prove that Landmarkism is wrong. Note this
well — here is another great historical blunder, using a Lant-
mark Baptist to disprove Landmarkism. Dr. T. T. Eaton's own
words here should prove our point and show that Brother T.
simply did not know or care about the validity of historical
authorities. The following is from My Church, by J. B. Moody,
the 1974 edition, pages 68-72:

I desire to disseminate and perpetuate the fol-
lowing editorials in The Western Recorder, by Dr.
T. T. Eaton. The one followed the other in The Re-
corder.

ECCLESTA IN MATT. XVI, 18.
Editor of The Western Recorder: Will you not

give, briefly and clearly, your reason for believing that
the word ecclesia, in Matt. xvi, 18, means the local as-
sembly?

Fraternally,
• A Constant Reader."

Most readily. We have seven reasons, but here we
will take space for only three, either of which we be-
live to be decisive.

1st. It is conceded . that, according to the usage of
classic Greek, the word ecclesia means a local assembly.
It is also.eoneecled that it means the'S'arne thing accord-
ing to .the usage Of the Septuagint, - which is the Greek
version of the Old Testament, in use in Palestine in the
time of Christ. Can it be believed that our Lord, in

(Continued on Page Six)
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The Proper Manner

(Continued from page 5)
to be for the glory of God. This
is the target at which we are to
aim. We, of course, will not miss
the target if we pray in accord-
ance with the instructions our
Lord has given us.
Most people, at one time or an-

other, purchase a kit of something
which requires that they must
assemble it. Some, however, neg-
lect to read the instructions and
the result is that they make a
mess of that which is to be as-
sembled. May we not make the
same mistake relative to our pray-
ers. May we read our Lord's in-
structions very carefully. Let us
not lean to our own understand-
ing regarding any part of our Fath-
er's Word.
"For Thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen."
The kingdoms of earth are only

"fly by night" kingdoms. They
perish with using. They are here
today and gone tomorrow. They
say "hello" and "goodbye," but
to our Father's kingdom there is
no end. Let us then be wise and
put our money in a heavenly bank
rather than an earthly one, yea, let
us seek those things which are
above.

It is not only that His is the
kingdom, but His is also the
"power." God has demonstrated
His power on•numerous occasions.
Creation itself was a marvelous
demonstration of His great power.
We may add that the preservation
of the earth is a continual demon-
stration of His power. This fact
is brought out clearly in Job 8:11:
"Can the rush grow without

mire? Can the flag grow without
water?"
God's power is not only demon-

strated in creation and preserva-
tion, but it is also demonstrated
in government. The Devil walks
the earth seeking whom he may
devour, but God restrains him.
God's power is also demonstrated
in judgment, for when He smites,
there is none who can resist Him.
The great flood is an excellent ex-
ample of His power in judgment.
We may add that His power was
demonstrated in a marvelous way
at the Red Sea and in Sodom and
Gomorrah. We may safely add,
then, that no prayer is too diffi-
cult for Him to answer. He, in
fact, is able to do "exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask
or think, according to the power
that worketh in us" (Eph. 3:20).
"And the glory forever. Amen."

(Matt. 6:13).

The word "glory" has to do with

honor. Great honor is due Him
whose kingdom and glory are ever-
lasting. The honor we place upon
men will fade away like a frost
when the warm sun falls upon it,
but the honor (glory) we give to
God will be credited to our ac-
count so that we will receive an
eternal reward for every recogni-
tion we make relative to His
greatness.
We see from the Scriptures be-

fore us that prayer is a means
for us to declare that God is God.
Prayer, in f a c t, acknowledges
God's power for it declares that
God is able to supply our needs.
Prayer acknowledges that God is
wise, in view of the fact that we,
in our prayers, acknowledge that
God knows what to give and how
much to give. One writer said:
"No prayer is too hard for Him

to answer. There is no need too
great for Him to supply. There
is no passion too strong for Him
to subdue. There is no temptation
too strong for Him to deliver us
from and no misery too deep for
Him to relieve."
"For if ye forgive men their

trespasses, your heavenly Father
will forgive you: but if ye forgive
men not their trespasses, neither
will your heavenly Father forgive
your trespasses" (Matt. 6:14,15).

Let us point out first of all the
Scriptures before us are dealing
with fellowship rather than rela-
tionship. Our relationship with
God is not in question, since the
Scriptures before us refer to Him
as "our Father." We sin when we
fail to forgive others and the re-
sult is chastisement, that is, if we
fail to confess our sins. God, how-
ever, is still our Father — our
Father who will chasten us if we
fail to confess our sins.

"For they (earthly fathers) ver-
ily for a few days chastened us
after their own pleasure; but He
for our profit, that we might be
partakers of His holiness" (Heb.
12:10).

We, then, are to forgive others
if we expect our Father to forgive
us for trespasses. We, on the
other hand, are not to forgive oth-
ers if our action would be a means
of condoning evil-doing. Our Lord,
in fact, has set down rules which
are to govern us relative to forgiv-
ing others. His rule requires
first of all that we seek out the
wrong doer privately and in the
spirit of humility. We are to try
to persuade the evil-doer to repent
of his sin against God and our-
self (Matt. 18:15). We, of course,
are to forgive him if he repents.
This fact is made obvious from
Luke 17:3,4:
"Take heed to yourselves: if thy
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brother trespass against thee, re-
buke him; and if he repent, for-
give him. And if he trespass
against thee, seven times in a day,
and seven times in a day turn
again to thee, saying, I repent;
thou shalt forgive him."
These Scriptures make it ob-

vious that repentance on the part
of the offender is necessary be-
fore we forgive him. We, how-
ever, even if he or she does not
repent, are not to stop praying
for the offender. We, in fact, are
to pray for our enemies.
"But if ye forgive not men their

trespasses, neither will your Fath-
er forgive your trespasses" (Matt.
6:15).
This Scripture is a parallel to

Matthew 7:2 and Proverbs 21:13.
"For with what measure ye

judge, ye shall be judged; and
with what measure ye mete, it
shall be measured to you again"
(Matt. 7:2).
"Whoso stoppeth his ears at the

cry of the poor, he also shall cry
(Continued on page 8, column 4)

"Wayfaring Pilgrim"

(Continued from page two)
cerning Israel" (Num. 10:29).
Those of us who are bound for

the heavenly Canaan should invite
and encourage our friends to go
along with us. This is a day of
good tidings. We do not well to
hold our peace (II Kings 7:8-10).
The coming of others into the joys
of salvation does not curtail, but
enlarges our own inheritance of
blessing. If others join us, we shall
have no less treasures of the cov-
enant. Instead, we shall have a
more abundant entrance into our
heavenly inheritance.
There are many like Hobab, who

are only friendly visitors, they at-
tend church, but they have not
decided to come with us to the
Celestial City. We see them on
the job or in our homes. It is our
duty to bid them to come with us.
Let us tell them: "Come; for all
things are now ready" (Luke 14:
17). May we say to them: "Be-
hold, now is the accepted time;
behold, now is the day of salva-
tion" (H Cor. 6:2). No man can
come to Christ except the Father
draw him (John 6:44), but this
does not lessen our obligation.

A BLESSING TO OTHERS

Moses told Hobab: "If thou go

with us, yea, it shall be, that what
goodness the Lord shall do unto

us, the same will we do unto thee"

(Num. 10:32).
What a privilege to have fel-

lowship with those who have fel-

lowship "with the Father, and

with his son Jesus Christ" (I John

1:3). The family of God is a

spiritual brotherhood with great

joys and privileges. Those who

are invited into it ought to respond
by saying: "We will go with you:
for we have heard that God is
with you" (Zech. 8:23).

HELPING OTHERS

Moses told Hobab how he could

be a great blessing to them, if

he would consent to come along.
Israel needed the geographical
knowledge of Hobab. He could be

a great assistance to them in

their wilderness travels.

Multitudes of men in the world

today might be a great help to
the cause of Christ, if only brought
into full sympathy with the Lord
and His people. In seeking to
witness to lost souls, let us not
attempt to belittle the gifts of
those who may not see as we do.
It would be well to point out to
them, as Moses did, haw their
time, talents, and treasures could
be helpful to the work of the king-
dom of God. Christianity and the
church make useful men more
useful. Look what a grand effect
the conversion of Saul had upon
the early church!

HOBAB'S REFUSAL

Hobab's reply to Moses at first

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER

OCTOBER 11, 1975

PAGE SIX

•••••••••

A Review of Baptist Ecclesiology

(Continued From Page Five)
using this word for the first time, would, without any

explanation, give it a meaning entirely different from

what it would be understood to mean by those to whom

He spoke? It is not ingenuous for a teacher, without a

word of explanation, to use words to his pupils with a
meaning entirely different from what they understood

the words to have. Christ knew that the Disciples would

understand Him to mean a local assembly by His use

of ecclesia. Knowing that, He used the word to them,
without a word of explanation. To charge Him with

using the word with an entirely different meaning is
to charge Him with disingenuousness, and this is not

to be considered for a moment.
2nd. The usage of our Lord Himself compels us

to believe that He meant local assembly when He said:

"On this rock I will build my church and the gates of
hell shall not prevail against it." Christ used the word

ecclesia, so far as the record tells us, just 22 times. We

will set aside for the sake of argument, this passage,

Matt. xvi, 18, as doubtful, and look at the 21 passages,
to determine our Lord's usage of the word. Whatever

that usage is, must be applied to this passage. In Matt.

xviii, 17, Jesus says: "Tell it to the church, but if he
neglect to hear the church." This is the local assembly.

In Rev. I, II and III Christ uses the word ecclesia 18

times, e.g., "the seven churches," "to the angel of the
church at Ephesus," etc., and in every one of these cases

there can be no sort of question that He means the

local assembly. It is Christ that says this, because the

one who told John to write what is here recorded, says

of Himself: "I am he that liveth and was dead, and be-

hold I am alive for evermore, and have the keys of

hell and of death." Again, in Rev. xxii, 16, we read:
"I Jesus, have sent mine angel to testify unto you these

things in the churches." Certainly here ecclesia means

the local assembly.
Thus in every one of the 21 instances in which

Christ uses the word ecclesia, there can be no question

that He meant the local assembly. The probabilities,

therefore, are twenty-one to nothing that He meant

local assembly in Matt. xvi, 18 — the passage which, for

the sake of the argument, we set aside as doubtful. A

probability of twenty-one to nothing is a certainty.
Hence, it is certain that Christ meant the local assem-

bly when He said: "On this rock I will build my
church."

3rd. Christ, in Matt. xvi, 18, promised to build His

church, which certainly was very dear to His heart.

He did not promise to build but the one. If He meant

anything else than the local assembly, then we have

this result, viz: He promised to build His church and

then never made the slightest reference to it after-

wards; but in speaking on the subject of church twenty-

one times, He, in every case, referred to something en-

tirely different from what He promised to build. That

He should speak twenty-one times about the church

He did not promise to build, and never made the slight-

est allusion to the church He did promise to build, is

simply incredible. Can there be a reasonable doubt that

the church Christ spoke of twenty-one times, and the

only one He did speak of, is the church He promised

to build?
These are three of our reasons, each one of which,

by itself, we think is decisive. We have four others we

will not now give. "A three-fold cord is not easily

broken."
(Continued Next Week)

was: "I will not go; but I will
depart to my own land, and to my
kindred" (Num. 10:30).

Mine own land is often prefer-
red to God's land of promise.
"Mine own little plot to the king-

dom of God and His righteous-
ness," is the cry of the worldly
man. The pursuit of the things
of this visible world take pri-
ority over the invisible world. The
magnetic virtue of this earth pre-
vails with most people above the
attractiveness of Heaven.

The final reply of Hobab is not
given in the text. I would hope
that his silence gave consent to
Moses' last invitation. I trust
that Hobab, a son of Abraham's
loins by Keturah, became an heir
of Abraham's faith. There is an
indication that he did accept
Moses' invitation as the Kenites
are mentioned in the land of Ca-
naan in later years (Judge 1:16;
I Sam. 15:6). Judges 4:11 reveals
that Hobab was a Kenite as well

as an Midianite. It was not,‘,
common for there to be an 07:4
lapping of the ancient t17
(Judg. 8:22-24; I Chron. 2:55/.0t

What is your excuse for riA,

journeying with the Christian 1:$

grims? Some say: "I'll 0;
later." "I don't like the C01;
pony." "I'm afraid I can't 0,1

out." "I'm satisfied where I 51130.4
The excuses are numerous a_dj

varied, but they are foolish
soul destructive. ,g1;

I, like Moses of old, ask Yva-a

"Won't you come and go alonbi

The path is rough and steeP,
golden fields lie out before

Come with us and it will be to

everlasting good." I cannot

swer for you. But, my friencl'i
am going whether you conletio

not. I am too near home W t
back now. I am nearer to He
today than I was yesterday. 1,

"Thy statutes have been !ilor

songs in the house of my pile

age" (Psa. 119:54)



Taking the way of least resistance, leads us to the place of least importance.

"Election"

(Continued from page one)
,d did not take one step and leave every-
'g else up to man. He did not just give
fl a chance but He made salvation sure

'en He chose His people. If there were no
etion, there would be no salvation. Man's
l'n, depraved state renders him unable

C• hoose God. I ,believe that if one can see
'k!e• condition of man as revealed in the
Zriptures, then that one must see that elec-
r is necessary for any sinner to be saved.
L'ml by nature is ,at complete enmity with
God of Heaven (Rom. 8:7,8). He de-

. 'Pises God and despises God's law. He will

• tver come to God's Son in repentance and• of His own will (John 5:40). Every
1Sn in his fallen, sinful condition is totally
‘leriated from God and totally unprofitable

' God. Therefore, if one of Adam's race is
'er saved, then God must do the saving
„Hill first to last. Man will net choose God,
God must choose man, or man will per-
forever.

. khank God, for His election, for without
the whole human race would have gone
'Jell. God, in mercy and grace, chose to

some and it is impossible for just one
He chose to perish. In Romans

411e Apostle Paul is discussing the sad plight
1 t he Jews of that day who had rejected
he2tis Christ as the Messiah. Paul shows,
to7ever, that this rejection was not total,
some of the Jews had trusted Christ,

a Whom Paul was one. Now to what is this
t:tYibuted? Why is it that most of the Jews
'te?ected Christ while some of them re-
lved Him? Let Scripture give the answer:
4Even so then at this present time also
re is a remnant according to the election
)9race"—Romans 11:5.
44 was God's sovereign election which re-

seven thousand from bowing the
0 to Baal in the time of Elijah. It was

s sovereign election which caused a
ku'llant of the Jews to receive Christ as
:ssiah. It is God's sovereign election which
ktloses any man of any nation to be saved
4 Inaris 9:23,24). Any sinner who is ever
4ved is saved because God chose him to
t14 saved. In our text we find the Apostle
1441 contrasting the Thessalonian Christians
[1, 11 a different group of people. He tells us
k7t there are some who will "be damned
4;10 believed not the truth, but had pleas-

unrighteousness" (II Thess. 2:12).
hat is it that makes these saved Thes-

leqlhians any different from others who will
potdananed? We find that the difference is
th ill the Thessalonians themselves, but a
4',,erence that God has made. The very
giv't verse says, "BUT we are bound to
4 6 thanks alway TO GOD FOR YOU,
40e,,thren beloved of the Lord, BECAUSE

hath from the beginning chosen you
tilLs,alvation through sanctification of the

and belief of the truth" (II Thess.
'13).

tet us notice that election is not salva- But I do acknowledge that every sinner
Io n, but is unto salvation. When God chose who goes to Hell gets exactly what he de-
save a multitude of sinners, He also serves! Let me ask this question: Would
c the means whereby they would be not God have been just if He had sent the

pl4M. The text informs us what these whole human race to Hell? I believe all
"Cii4ils are. We are chosen to be saved true Christians would answer yes to this.
htiii‘l:logh sanctification of the Spirit and But then some will turn around and tell
4:6f of the truth." All of the elect at some us that God is unjust if He sends some of

in their life are going to be set apart the human race to Hell, while He choosesuy

40 the Holy Spirit in regeneration and to save others. This, surely, is not good
If light to believe the truth of the gospel logic. If God is just to send all of the race

sti5 Christ. Election assures this tak- to Hell, He certainly is just in sending some
4'0Place. If you are elect, then you will be of that race to Hell! The fact that He par-

to repent of your sins against God dons some doesn't make Him unjust in pun.
trust in Jesus Christ as your Saviour, ishing others. The fact that He pardons

!lotietinie in your life. God will break your some shows that He is merciful as well as
,h4tY heart and bring you to acknowledge just. See how this truth magnifies the mercy
Will You are a Hell-deserving sinner. He and grace of God!
1/4hm show you the all-sufficiency of the fin- Why did God choose some and not others?
4),,seci work of Christ and bring you to rely The only answer is that it pleased Him to
ii)1;1131etely on Jesus for salvation. A per- do so. I know not why this great God chose

asked me once, "What if God elected to save me while millions of others die in
ako to be saved tomorrow night, and I their sins. I do not know why He chose me,
.lktlid die tonight?" Well, I must admit but I will praise Him that He did. Every

toy would be quite a situation. But what person, instead of denying this doctrine
of god would allow himself to be put ought to be humbly praising God for it!Vet' 41,!1,ell •a situation as that? Certainly, not God, of the same lump of fallen humanity

klod of the Bible! The God of the Bible has chosen some to be vessels of mercy,
t„ in His hand the life and breath of while others are vessels of wrath (Rom.
41iY living thing. One does not die until 9:21-23).

is ready for him to die. We may rest ELECTION IS UNCONDITIONAL. By this
iii.4.ted that if God has purposed to save we mean that God's election of individuals

tomorrow night, he will be was not based on any conditions that they
tomorrow night. God will bring all of would perform, or anything that God fore-if,ect to the appointed time and place saw in them. We do not know why Godheir salvation, chose whom He chose, but we know that

t me ask you this most important ques- He chose them unconditionally. He didn't
tpit:„.1-lave you been born again by the choose because of any difference He saw

11 1,` of God? Have you seen yourself as in men, because there is no difference in
pless sinner? Are you clinging by faith men by nature. All are totally depraved be-

Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour? No fore God. He did not choose any man be-
has any reason to speak of himself as411ig elect if he has not experienced true

1)y, version. You do not know your election
tio at mere fancy or mystical feeling. It is i
44 30Inething that you are supposed to wait

Yy::T'or life to find out if you are included

kt4:S444411, 
not have tovvait until we die to

Or , election. We- may know, here on

e do 

tole if we are one of God's elect. I was-once
hliesoniething to this effect by a man: "I

ve there is a certain number that is
g to be saved, and if you are in that

g.

øtl

number you will go to Heaven." Yes, there foreknew would believe, etc." It only says
is a certain number, but if you wait until that "Whom He did foreknow, them He
you die to find out if you are in that num- also did predestinate." A study of the words
ber, I fear that you will learn that you are "know" and "foreknow" in the Bible will
not. Peter admonishes us to "give diligence reveal to us that for God to foreknow some
to make our calling and election sure." We one is to love them beforehand, and have
may know our election only by our calling. His affections set upon them (Jer. 1:5). In
Has God called you to salvation in His Son? Matthew 7:23, Jesus says to a certain group
Has He performed a work of grace in you? of people, "I never knew You." Certainly,
If not, then you have no proof that you are He knew everything there was to know
elect. A man doesn't live a life of sib and about them, ,but He had never loved them
rebellion against ,Christ, and then die and or known them as His own people.
find out that he was elected to be saved. God didn't choose to save me from my
If God has chosen you in eternity, He will sins because of anything He saw in me.
call you in time. If a man lives and dies He chose me and every other one of His
rejecting Jesus Christ, it is certain that God elect, because it was the good pleasure of
hasn't chosen him to salvation. His will (Eph. 1:4,5). That God's election is
ELECTION IS PERSONAL. Many say: unconditional is made clear by the example

"I believe that election only has to do with of Jacob and Esau. God didn't choose Jacob
the Jews." It is true that in the Old Testa- because of anything in him that wasn't in
ment God chose Israel as His own nation. Esau, but it was "that the purpose of God
But the Bible is clear to any who will study according to election might stand, not of
this with an open mind that there is an works, but of Him that calleth." When God
election of individuals to salvation. "God chose Jacob, we are told that the children
hath from the beginning chosen YOU to were "not yet born, neither having done any
salvation." Paul is speaking here to Thes- good or evil" (Rom. 9:11). How plainly this
salonians, and this is a Gentile city. God shows us that it was an unconditional
did not choose certain groups to be saved, choice, not with a view to anything in Jacob
but He chose individuals. All of these mdi- or Esau. Faith and good works are the
viduals together make up His elect family, fruit of election, 'and not the cause of
John wrote a short epistle to "the elect election. A man is not elected because He
lady." This is certainly a personal, indi- believes, but He believes because He is
vidual election. God said, "Jacob have I elected. The Bible order is election and pre-
loved, but Esau have I hated." This is destination as the cause, and then repent-
speaking of these men individually and not ance and faith as the effect (Acts 13:48).
just the nations that came from them. The doctrine of unconditional election

It is pure and sovereign mercy that God does not make God a respecter of persons,
chose any of Adam's race to be saved. If though many will bring this objection to the
He had chosen only one man to be saved doctrine. When it comes to election and
and sent the rest of the race to Hell for salvation, God cannot be a respecter of per-
their sins, He would have been just. Had sons because there is nothing in any per-
He chosen to save all the human race ex- son for God to respect. Again, I emphasize
cept for one man, and sent that one man that there is no difference in men by na-
to Hell for his sins, He would have been ture, because all have sinned and come
just. It is evident that God was not pleased short of the glory of God. When God chose
to choose all to salvation, or all would be to save certain individuals, it was without
saved. Since there are many who are justly any respect for anything in those individ-
suffering in Hell now, and more will be uals. So, election only proves that God is
there eventually, then it is plain that God not a respecter of persons. On the other
did not choose all. But someone will object, hand, the doctrine of conditional election
"How could God choose some to be saved does make God a respecter of persons. If
and leave others to suffer for their sins? God looked down through time and saw
Would not this be unjust?" Paul anticipates who would repent and believe, then God
this objection and answers it in Romans 9: is a respecter of persons. He chose to save
"What shall we say then? Is there un- an individual because of something in that

righteousness with God? God forbid. For individual, that another person didn't have.
He saith to Moses, I will have mercy on If this is not respect of persons, then what
whom I will have mercy, and I will have is it? The only election that makes God
compassion on whom I will have compas- not a respecter of persons is unconditional
sion. So then it is not of him that willeth, election.
nor of him that runneth, but of God that God is perfectly just in choosing some to
showeth mercy"—Romans 9:14-16. eternal life, while He leaves others in their
Many say they cannot understand how a sins. No non-elect sinner has any right to

just God could choose some and not others, complain to God. I don't know too many
To this we answer first, "Who art thou that sinners who are complaining because they
repliest against God?" But is God doing might not be elect, do you? It appears to
any injustice to the non-elect? No, God me that they are enjoying their sins, and
never did any injustice to any human be- they want no part of God's precious Son,
ing! Hell is an awful place. I am concerned and the salvation that is in Him! Men do
about many who are on their way there, not go to Hell because of election, but be-

cause they are sinners against a Holy God.
No sinner in Hell will raise any complaint
against God, because God didn't choose him
to be saved. He will be compelled to ac-
knowledge to his own shame that he is
in Hell because of his own choice. He chose
to sin, he loved his sin, and so he now must
suffer the due reward for his sins. A sinner
may use this truth as an excuse to sin now,
but He will not have any excuse when he
stands to be judged by the Almighty! The
sinner will use any excuse now that he can
find to continue in his sins.
God's election is eternal. He chose His

own before the foundation of the world (II
Tim. 1:9; Eph. 1:4). It is impossible to point
to a definite time and say, "Here is when
God started loving His elect people." His
love is from everlasting to everlasting. The
love of God for me had no beginning. He
always has loved me, and He always will.
Nothing I did caused Him to love me, and
nothing I can do will cause Him to keep
loving me or stop loving me. Praise God
for electing love!

"Deep in the everlasting mind
The great mysterious purpose lay,
Of choosing some from lost mankind,
Whose sins the Lamb should bear way.

Them, loved with an eternal love,
To grace and glory He ordained;
Gave them a throne which cannot move,
And chose them both to means and end."

III. Effects of This Doctrine
This electing God ought to be preached!

Some say that they believe it, but it ought
not to be preached. It should be kept a
secret, they think. Well, God can keep a
secret if He wants to. If He had wanted this

cause He foresaw that that man would to stay a.secret, why is it revealed through-
choose Him, though many people would out His Word? Whatever is revealed in
have us believe this. If this were the case, God's Word ought to be preached. When
t would not be God doing the choosing any- God was on this earth in human flesh, He
way, but man. The Bible teaches that it is preached these glorious truths of sovere-
God who chooses. The Bible does teach that ignty in salvation. Election is a profitable
election is based on foreknowledge (Roitn doctrine, just as all Scripture is profitable
8:29; I Pet'' 1:2):' "See," some will _say,, for us. 7hisoctrine will produce good ef-
this prove4 that Ged'fotresaw who would fects where it is -preached and believed

repent and believe and therefore chose from the heart.
them." The Bible doesn't even imply such ELECTION PUTS GOD IN HIS PROPER
a thing. Nowhere does it say, "Whom He PLACE! It exalts and magnifies Him and

gives Him the glory that He deserves. The
primary reason for God's election is "The
praise of the glory of His grace" (Eph. 1:6).
He who preaches and believes election is

- putting God on the throne where He be-
longs, We had better preach a God who is
on the throne, because He is on the throne
whether we preach it and believe it or not.
The God of the Bible is not the defeated God
that we hear about so much. If sinners re-
ject the gospel and go to Hell, it does not
mean that God's eternal purpose is defeated.
In John 6:6, Jesus said that there were
some that "believe not." But He did not
go on to tell them that God had done all
He could and they wouldn't let Him carry
out His purpose. He said: "All that the
Father giveth me SHALL come to me, and
him that cometh to me I will in no wise
cast out" (John 6:37). God the elector, is to
be reverenced and respected, because He
is a God who does as He pleases. He is not
at the disposal of man, but rather man is
entirely at His sovereign disposal. He can
and does save sinners according to His own
will.
ELECTION PUTS THE SINNER IN HIS

PLACE. He is entirely at the mercy of God.
Proud man says: "I'll get saved if I want to
by my own free will." Election says that
man will be saved if God pleases and when
God pleases. Salvation is not in the hands
of the sinner, it is in the hands of the exalt-
ed Christ! This doctrine may be used of the
Holy Spirit to humble proud sinners. It will
show the man his complete and utter de-
pendence on God. We need not forbear to
preach election for fear that some sinner
will hear it, and it will cause him to turn
away from Christ. Election doesn't stop
sinners from being saved. It stops them
from going to Hell. Election is good news
for sinners; Someone says, "That doctrine
of election leaves sinners no hope." But it
is actually the only hope that sinners have.
Oh, sinner, if a merciful God has chosen to
save many, you may be one of them. Re-
pent and come to Christ!
Election does not contradict "Whosoever

will," and it does not conflict with inviting
sinners to come to Christ. It is a lie and
gross misrepresentation of the doctrines of
sovereign grace, which says that we believe
that a sinner may come to God repenting
and begging for mercy, and then God sends
that sinner to Hell because he is not one of
the elect. We believe no such thing. If a
sinner repents and comes to, Christ, HE
WILL BE SAVED! "Whosoever will, let
him take of the water of life freely." He
who comes to Christ need not fear that he
will be turned away because he is not elect.
If you are willing to come to Christ, then
you are elect. Because you are elect, God
has made you willing in the day of His
power (Psa. 110:3). Your freely choosing
Christ is proof positive that He has chosen
you before the world began. No sinner has
or ever will come to Jesus and found out
that he is not elect.
ELECTION PUTS THE SAINT IN HIS

PLACE. Oh, that God would continually
teach us in our souls this precious doctrine.
If this truth is learned rightly, it will pro-
duce holiness in believers. The elect are
chosen to be holy (Eph. 1:4; Rom. 8:29).
If we aren't continually being set apart
from the world and conformed into the
image of God's Son, then why say we are
elect? There are certain characteristics
that God's elect are to manifest (Col. 3:12).

Election will produce genuine humility.
How is it that we can be filled with pride
and yet claim to believe this most humbl-
ing truth. He who continually walks in pride
hasn't learned this doctrine as he ought to.
This truth leaves man absolutely no grounds
for boasting. It teaches that "Salvation is
of the Lord" from first to last, and man
shall have none of the glory. Let us medi-
tate on this truth often, and it will cause us
to lie in the dust and give thanks unto God
for His mercy. "Not unto us, 0 Lord, not
unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for
thy mercy and for thy truth's sake"—Psa.
115:1.

Oh, that God would teach each of us per-
sonally this truth. God chose me! Why me?
I ought to be in Hell, but God Himself
chose to save a worm like me! How sweet
this doctrine is when it grips our souls! It
is not a cold, hard, dry doctrine. Let us not
preach it as such. It is not just something
to argue about — it is something to rejoice
in. It is truth that ought to bring down our
hard hearts and often bring tears to our
eyes.

"Pause, my soul! adore and wonder!
Ask, 0 why such love to me?
Grace has put me in the number
Of the Saviour's family;
Hallelujah!

Thanks, eternal Love, to thee!"

Dear child of God, if you have hitherto
not believed this truth, then submit now to
the teachings of God's Word. Let us mag-
nify the Lord together for His sovereign
mercy that has made us His sons. One day
all the' redeemed will how before the throne ,
of the majestic tri-une God and praise Him
for His free eternal grace that saved our
Hell-deserving souls!



God will not look you over for medals, degrees, or diplomas, but for scars.

Halliman Reports
(Continued from page one)

have taken over all aspects of the
air service except the actual fly-
ing of the planes. Thank the Lord
we still have Australian pilots. To
begin with, there is a shortage of
planes and seemingly daily the air
traffic increases which continues
to aggravate the situation. In
many instances a plane is double
booked, and there are all kinds of
chaos., and confusion then, as to
who gets to go on the plane. Bag-
gage marked for Port Moresby is
just as likely to wind up in Hong
Kong as it is Moresby. However,
these are some of the things one
has to endure when living in a
developing nation.
At 10 minutes to 2 we got an

announcement that due to tech-
nical problems there would be a
delay in take-off time for Kieta.
At 2:30 another announcement to
the same effect was made. At
3:00 p. m. we were told that prog-
gross ,was being made and hope-
fully the plane would be ready
for take-off by 3:30. I was get-
ting overly anxious to know what
any position was in regard to get-

41.+•••••• ••••••••••••••e 

ting on the plane, so I went to
the desk to make inquiries, and
just as I walked up to the desk
they called my name. Someone
had cancelled their reservation,
so I was allotted a seat. I had
time to go back to the waiting
lounge and have another prayer
to thank the Lord before we were
due to take off.
We finally got under way about

3:45. The flight from Moresby to
Kieta was uneventful other than
our daylight almost ran out on
us before we got there. Just about
10 minutes out of Kieta we ran
into a tropical rainstorm. By the
time we got the airstrip located
and touched down, it was already
getting dark.

Not knowing when I would ar-
rive at Kieta, I had not made any
reservations for a place to stay
for the night, so when I started
to the town from the airstrip I
told the airport bus driver to
stop at the first place where there
was a hotel and I would start
from there. I was confident that
the Lord had a room reserved for
me somewhere, but just as sure
that it would be up to me to find
it.
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The bus driver was a likeable
sort of fellow and said that he
would drive me around and wait
for me until I found a place to
stay. In about half an hour we
came to a hotel and I went in to
see if I could get a room for the
night. I was told that all rooms
had been taken, and then I asked
if they might know where I could
get a place to stay. Before the
lady could reply to my question
the telephone rang and cut our
conversation short. She was on
the phone less than a minute when
she hung, up and said to me, "I
now have a room for you." I
did not ask her about the partic-
ulars but I think I can rightly
assume that someone called up
and cancelled their room for the
night. I went back to the bus for
my luggage, and as soon as I had
signed the register, I. went to my
room and had another season of
prayer to thank the Lord for in-
tervening on my behalf the second
time in a single day. Beloved, do
you think those two phone calls,
the one at Moresby about the can-
celling of the plane reservation
and the one here at this hotel,
which obviously was a cancella-
tion on this room, to be mere
"luck" or coincidence. Well, to
some this might serve as a satis-
factory answer, but to one that
serves a sovereign God, Who
knows the end from the beginning,
it was the bringing about of events
in time to accomplish what He had
already determined would come to
pass from all eternity. That plane
seat and hotel room had been re-
served for me long before time
ever began. For me to get theni
was a simple act of God to cause
the names to be changed on the
register.
After breakfast on Saturday

morning, I went to the office to
make inquiries about a school
teacher that had lived here on
the Mission Station, but had been
transferred to a town, about 10
miles from Kieta, called Arawa.
This town, along with another One
by the name of Punguna still an-
other 10 miles further on, are
towns that have developed in the
last five years as a result of a
large copper mine at Punguna.
Most of the mining personnel live
at Arawa, and along with every-
thing else, there are schools
there. This man had been trans-
ferred to teach in one of the
schools. Ali I knew was his name
and the school where he taught,
but that got me started on the
right track and within a couple of
hours I had located his house and
went to visit him. Since the
hotel where I had spent the night
on Friday was rather expensive,
I went there with my luggage and
all, expecting to spend the night
with him. However, it did not
take me long to discover that
he only had a single bed and
that would hardly serve the two
of us. He asked me to make my-
self comfortable while he did a
bit of scouting around. After
about an hour he came back and
said that an English couple, who
Were friends of his, had a nice
air-conditioned cabin down by
the seashore, and they had in-
vited both of us to spend the night
with them.
Before long the lady and her

little girl came to get me while
my friend would join us later op
in the day The husband is a great
boat enthusiast and insisted that
I must take a boat ride with him
out in the bay. Since he weighed
about 250 pounds, I looked at him
and then at the small fiberglass
boat, and wondered if it was real-
ly predestinated that I take a ride
with him that afternoon. I final-
ly decided that it must be, so I
hopped in the boat, and he and
his wife gave a huge push and
the boat took off with the man
hanging on. He finally managed
to get his 250 pounds in the boat,
but I was having to jump from.
one side to. the other to balance
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the boat to keep it from capsiz-
ing. He soon hoisted the sail but
there was hardly any breeze, so
after a few minutes he asked me
if I would mind rowing for a while.
At first I did not understand

why the Lord had brought me and
this man together in the first
place, and now both of us were
sitting in a boat hardly large
enough for one man, and I was
at the power end of the boat row-
ing out farther and farther in
the bay. He suggested that I
might rest for a while and he
would try the sail again. I shipped
the oars and then decided that I
would make the best of what
looked like a good opportunity to
witness to this man. I don't
know how much he believed of
what I told him, but he was cer-
tainly a good listener, even to
the extent that he soon forgdt
about his sail, and after several
minutes I noted that we were
slowly drifting back towards the
shore. Before we hardly realized
it, two hours had gone by and
we were almost back where we
had started from. We brought
the boat the rest of the way to the
shore, and after getting out I felt
that my part had been accom-
plisheal and that I would go in and
rest for a while.
While at this " other friend's

house, I had talked to him about
the possibility of getting on down
to the south end of the island
where our mission work was. I
asked if he knew of any way of
getting down there before thh
Tuesday plane service down that
way. He said at present he did
not. . However, during the course
of the afternoon, he had come
across some folk that hid chart-
ered a plane to take them to a
place within • a mile of where I
ltanted to go. He arrived at the
seashore cottage aoout 4-00 p.m.
and said, "I don't know how things
have been going with you on this
trip up to now, but the Lord is
sure taking care of viol while you
are here. Not only has He given
you a good place to stay for the
night at no cost but He has pro-
vided a way for you to get to your
destination tomorrow morning."
Regarding the plane charter

mentioned above, someone had de-
cided on Saturday that they could
not go for some reason, so they
had cancelled out on the flight.
The man who had chartered the
plane was looking for someone to
fill the seat when my friend
turned up just at the right time
to secure the seat for me. Would
you call that another piece of
"good luck" or coincidence. Be-
loved, you may call it whatever
you wish, but only God could
work out thine so perfectly as
this. Not even a Mission Board
secretary could even come close
to getting things done like this.
Beloved, the God of miracles is
still living and He is still perform-
ing miracles.

Needless to say this bit of good
news made me enjoy my stay with
my new friends that night even
more. This man that I was stay-
ing with works for the copper
company at Punguna, and so
that night he and his wife took
the school teacher and myself
out to dinner at the company
mess. The meal was served
smorgasbord Style, and I don't
think I have ever seen so much
food put on one table in my whole
life time. One could go back as
many times as they felt lake it —
I felt like going back only one
time. As I enjoyed the wonder-
ful meal, I could not help but
ti muse over the text in Psalm
27:35: "I have been young, and
now am old; yet have I not'seen
the righteous forsaken, nor his
seed begging bread." The Lord is
good to His people!

The Proper Manner
•
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himself, but shall not be heard"
'Prov. 21:13).

It beh•ir Pq obvious that many

sindc,re never reach God's
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Missionary To
New Guinea

FRED T. HALLIMAN

Send your offerings for the slialv
port of Brother Fred T. Halltow
to:

New Guinea Missions
do Calvary Baptist Church
P.O. Box 910
Ashland, Kentucky 41101

.FferBe sure to state that the 0— t
ing is for the mission work °It
New Guinea. Do not say that
is for missions as this will °rill,
be confusing since we have 0tbe'
mission works.

Write Brother Halliman frP

quently. His address is:

Elder Fred T. Halliman
Sovereign Grace Baptist Missi°11
P.O. Box 19, Koroba, via Men'
Papua New Guinea.

throne of grace and the reason Pe
because we have not forgiven
one who trespassed against tia.

I desire to point out that th0,5e

believers who have not been
turally baptized into the Lora,:
church are walking in disobel
ence. You are failing to hear 0,
heed His Word. You theref°L"
need to confess your sin and
scripturally baptized so that rui
prayer life will not be hinderea.
The Lord's church (Baptist)
most precious to Him and you oalia,
not help from being out of felle

ship with the Master if you igli°re
His precious body — the church.

The God of the Bible

(Continued from page one)
a god out of a part of it, ailz
furniture out of the rest of
But the God of the Bible
no maker. He has ever existeo

(Ex. 3:14). He is the living G0iii
while the heathen gods are 0
alive. (Ser. 10:10).

•God is a Spirit. (See jno. 4:

24). That is, He is not a 111,3;
terial being such as we are, 11''

ible to the eye. Men are Prf;
hibited from making images aa,'
serve as a likeness to God.
Ex. 20:4). Catholicism violate"

this.

But God can manifest Hints-,
in visible form. (See jno. 1:32'e

He has revealed Himself in t1/4
form of an angel. (See Gen. 16:"
10,13).

God has revealed Himself ft1113:
and fhially in the person of JoSti:,
Christ (ffeb. 1:1-3; Jno.
Col. 2:9).

Why did man need a revel9t1aa°11

of God such as was furnished 7,

Jesus Christ? Because by 10P.ti
mg upon, seeing, observing all
beholding God as manifested
human form, humanity could get

a more definite conception of ltdia
God is like.

The greatness of God:

We need to realize how insaaig'
nificant and puny we are and
great and holy God is. If We ut

this, we shall be .more rever6°
in the use of God's holy nartted:

and :concerning the things of 04/ d
We are not dealing with triftilla;
things when we deal with
things of God.
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