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International Version Of New
The N.I.V. New Testament of

1978-1979 is a revision of that is-
sued in 1973, for which the Greek
text used was "an eclectic one"

. determined in accordance with
"accepted principles of New Test-
ament Textual Criticism," follow-
ing the "best current printed
texts of •the Greek New Testa-
ment." This is an echo of the in-
troduction to the Revised Standard
Version of 1946—"With the best
Will in the world, the New Test-
ament translator or reviser of to-
day is forced to adopt the eclectic
Principle—each variant reading
must be studied on its merits, and
cannot be adopted or rejected by
some rule of thumb, -or by adher-
ence to such a theory as that of
the Neutral Text." The weakness
of the New International Version
lies not in the adoption of the
eclectic principle, but in its appli-
cation. In this respect Matthew

Black's criticism of the Greek text

underlying the New English Bible

applies with equal force to the
N.I.V. as "vulnerable in its ap-
proach to the problems of the un-
derlying Greek text which forms
the basis of the translation. That
text has been established by the
translators as they go along, and
nothing is said about the principles
which guided them in their choice
of readings. It is doubtful if a
sound text can be established in
this way."

THE INFLUENCE OF 19TH
CENTURY TEXTUAL CRITICISM
In its approach to the Greek text
the N.I.V. illustrates the extent to
which modern textual scholars, at-
tempting to apply an eclectic prin-
ciple, have retreated from West-
cott and Hort's theories, while
holding on to their mistaken con-
clusions. Westcott and Hort omit-
ted 18 whole verses and enclosed
a further 29 verses in double
brackets as a mark of considerable
uncertainty. In the N.I.V. most of
these are omitted, or separated in

•I•••••

F.T.H. CONTINUES STORY
OF NEW GUINEA RETURN

By FRED T. HALLIMAN
Missionary To New Guinea

Dear Friends,
Greetings to each of you once

again in the name of our dear
Lord.

It hardly seems that I have been
in Papua, New Guinea exactly
one month as I write this. Surely,
I will be glad when the moment
comes that I have crossed the
great divide that separates time
from eternity when it will always
be the forever now or present.
There will be no more seconds,
moments, hours, days, weeks,
months and years. When I can go
right on serving my Lord in what-
ever capacity He chooses for me
Without the feeling that night is
going to overtake me before I
finish, or that the years are flying
by so fast I will soon be too old
to get done what I would like to
get done. Blessed thought! That
I can go right on without any wor-
ries of not having enough time to
finish any assignment He may
give or have lots of breaks if He
so chooses, but in any case having
a perfect knowledge that what-
ever it may be that then I will see
as I am seen.

Beloved, it has never occurred
to me until just now that faith is
like a small bud that passes
through various stages into a full
grown flower and in due time, the
finished fruit has developed. From
the bud to the finished fruit. there
comes various stages of trial's and
sufferings and it is so with us who
bave placed our faith in a sover-
eign God and not until we have
finally crossed the great divide
will we see the finished fruit in
all its glory. I have many friends
that read my articles in TBE that
are not saved. Dear friends, that
read this, that are yet lost with-
out Christ, common sense teaches

You that without the bud there is
no flower and without the flower
there is no fruit. Likewise, with-
out faith in the shed blood of
Christ there is no hope for you
and consequently no fruit that will
bring rejoicing in that great be-
yond. Our Saviour cursed the fig
tree because it bore no fruit. The
moment you place your faith in
Christ the bud will have been born
and the various stages, until the

finished fruit will of necessity

take place.

For the above I offer the follow-

ing text. "Shall I bring to the

birth, and not cause to bring
forth? saith the Lord: shall I
cause to bring forth, and shut the
womb saith thy God" (Isa. 66:9).
This text proves that what the Lord

causes to bud, He will see to it
that the finished fruit is produced.

I suppose before I write a ser-
mon instead of a mission report,

FRED T. HALLIMAN

I had better get started on the
report. The Lord is blessing in the
work here and one has to be here
to really see the progress being
made. The people are really grow-
(Continued on page 7, column 4)

Testament
some way from the rest of the
text, or accompanied by notes
which leave their authenticity in
some doubt.

In the 1973 N.I.V. New Testa-
ment the last twelve verses of
Mark were separated from the
rest of the text by a space, a line,
and a note—"The most reliable
early manuscripts do not have
Mark 16:9-20." The 1978 American
N.I.V. Bible changes the note to
read—"The two most reliable early
manuscripts," but the 1979 English
(Continued on page 5, column 3)

One Unusual
Experience

It was Charles G. Finney who
told this story. He was holding a
revival in Detroit. One night as he
started to walk into church, a man
came up to him. "Are you Dr. Fin-
ney?"
"Yes."
"I wonder if you will do me a

favor. When you get through to-
night, will you come home with
me and talk to me about my soul?"
"Gladly. You wait for me." Fin-

ney walked inside and some of the
men stopped him.
"What did the man want, Brother

Finney?"
"He wanted me to go home with

him."
"Don't do it."
"I am sorry, out I promised and

I shall go with him."

When the service was over, Fin-
ney started out the door. The man
was waiting, took his arm and
said, "Come with me." They walk-
ed three or four blocks, turned into
a side street, walked down an al-
ley, and at the second house the
man stopped. "Stay here a minute,
Brother Finney." He reached into
his pocket, pulled out a key, un-
locked the door, turned to the
preacher and said, "Come in." Mr.
Finney walked into the room. There
was a carpet on the floor, a mantle-
piece, a desk, a swivel chair, two
arm chairs. There was nothing else.
There was a kind of thin board par-
tition all around the room except
where the fireplace was. Finney
turned around. The man had lock-
ed the door, had reached into his
back pocket, had pulled out a re-
volver and was holding it in his
hand. "I don't intend to do you any
harm," he said. "I just want to ask
you some questions. Did you mean
what you said in your sermon last
night?"
"What did I say? I have forgot-

(Continued on page 8, column I

BY E. G. COOK — Birmingham, Alabama

CHAPTER X

We have been discussing the prophecy found in the letter

to the church at Thyatira. Now may we consider the prophecy

found in the letter to the church at Sardis. The word "Sardis"

means separation. This fact tells us plainly who is under con-

sideration in this letter. It is the churches that separated from

the Catholic Church in what is called the reformation. The

order in which these letters are given to us speaks loudly of

Divinity. It was not John who arranged these letters in the

order in which we find them. No two of them can be transposed

without completely wrecking the sequence of the picture. Every

letter must remain where our Lord put it, or else the picture

is completely ruined.
Ephesus, which means dearly beloved, speaks so clearly of

our Lord's precious churches in the days of the apostles, and

on up to the time of the first division of the churches in 251

A.D. So this letter would not fit in any other place in the church

age. Smyrna means myrrh and the prophecy in this letter speaks

so clearly of our Lord's true churches all through the awful

Dark Ages. So this letter could not be placed at any other time

in the history of the churches. Pergamos means exalted through

marriage, and how the prophecy in this letter to the church

at Pergamos does speak of the apostate churches who became

married to the Roman state in the days of Constantine the Great.

So there is just no other place that this letter would fit in.

Thyatira means a continual sacrifice. Who can deny that this

church represents the Catholic Church which developed from

the Pergamos type churches? There is no way that you can put

(Continued on page 3, columns 1, 2)

JUSTIFICATION: THE JUST
SHALL LIVE BY FAITH

JOE WILSON
Winston-Salem, North Carolina

"Behold, his soul which is lifted
up is not upright in him: but the
just shall live by faith" (Hab. 2:4).

Habakkuk is somewhat unique
among the prophets, but what a
wonderful and blessed message he
has. In the beginning of the book,
he is faced with problems which
try his faith. But he goes to God

JOE WILSON

and tells these problems to Him
and is caused to rest confidently
and trustingly in the Lord. Then in
chapter three, he is made to pray
and rejoice and praise God. The
way from the problems of chapter
one to the praise of chapter three
is by the faith of chapter two. Let
us look at this great Old Testament
verse on justification by faith and

......
Obe naptist -.Examiner 4)utfit

A Sermon by Milburn Cockrell

THE CHURCH AT SMYRNA
(Preached on

"And unto the angel of the
church in Smyrna write: These
things saith the first and the last,
which was dead, and is alive; I
know thy works, and tribulation,
and poverty, (But thou are rich)
and I know the blasphemy of them
which say they are Jews, and are
not, but are the synagogues of Sat-
an. Fear none of those things
which thou shalt suffer: behold,
the devil shall cast some of you
into prison, that ye may be tried;
and ye shall have tribulation ten
days: be thou faithful unto death,
and I will give thee a crown of

the Independent Baptist Hour October 28, 1979)

life. He that hath an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches; He that overcometh
shall not be hurt of the second
death" (Rev. 2:8-11).
Of all the seven letters dictated

by Christ and recorded by John,
the briefest is the one to the
Smyrna Church. •Not one word of
reproach is addressed to this wit-
nessing and suffering church. The
Lord Jesus spoke to them only
words of commendation and en-
couragement. She represented the
state of the church under the per-
secutions of the Roman Emper-

ors.
THE CHURCH (V. 8)

We know nothing as to the origin
and founder of the church in the
city of Smyrna. All we know for
certain is that there existed a
church there in A.D. 96 when this
epistle was written. Since Acts
19:10 says all Asia Minor heard
the gospel preached by the Apostle
Paul during the two years he was
at Ephesus, we may surmise Paul
could have been its founder. At
last it must have been in some
way cpnnected with the work of his
(Continued on page 2, column 2)

look at this great doctrine.

Habakkuk 2:4 is a great gos-
pel verse. In this we see another
example of the antiquity of the
gospel. My friend, the gospel did
not have its beginning in the days
of the New Testament. The gos-
pel by which we are saved is the
old, old story of Jesus and His love.
This gospel had its origin in the
eternal past in the heart and mind
and will of God. It had its revealed
beginning in Genesis 3:15, when
hard upon the heels of the entrance
of sin into the human race, the
blessed Lord came with the first
gospel promise ever made. The
Lord came down into the garden
and found the fallen man and
preached to him that one day there
would come One born the Seed of
woman who would gain, and more
than gain for God's own what they
had lost by sin, and would defeat
the devil. Yes, the gospel is an
old, old gospel and our text is just
one more example of its antiquity.

Then this text shows us the un-
changeableness of the gospel.
Some are so foolish as to think
that men were saved one way in
Old Testament days. and a differ-
ent way today, and some even
think a different way in days to
come. Not so, beloved. God's way
of saving His chosen people is
one and the same in every age.
Moses, and David, and Habakkuk
were justified by God-given faith
in Jesus Christ. And Paul and
Peter and you and I who are saved
are saved in the same way.

My text Habakkuk 2:4 is quoted
three times in the New Testament.
It is quoted in Romans 1:17, Gal-
atians 3:11, and Hebrews 10:38. Oh,
the depth and fulness of the prec-
ious Word of God! Someone has
said that it takes three books in
the N.T. to expound this one verse
in Habakkuk. But truly it will take
eternity to plumb the depth of
this one precious statement as to
God's saving of His people.

Note the contrast in our text.
Here are the only two ways: in
salvation and in life itself. There
is the way of pride lifting man up
and putting God down. There is
the way of faith which debases
man and exalts God. And all the
doctrines and acts of man will
come under one or the other of
these two headings. There is the
doctrine of salvation which exalts
the will, the decision, and the
works of man. Then there is the
Bible way which is justification by
God-given faith and exalts the
grace of God and the God of grace.
(Continued on page 3, column 1)
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Some folk never look up until they are flat on their backs.
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"79BRIEF NOTES
The Heritage Landmark Bap-

tist Mission meets at 10:45 a.m.
and 5:00 p.m. at the Charleston,
W. Va., YMCA located at the cor-
ner of Capitol and Lee Streets in
downtown Charleston. They also
have a radio program at 11:00
.a.m. each Saturday morning on
WEMM FM (108 on the dial). For
more information call Elder Dan
Stepp (304-923-0866) or write him
at 3405 Riverlane Dr., Charleston,
W. Va 25306.

* *

Elder Edward G. Graff, P.O.
fRox 36. Highway 4 E, Smithville,
Okla. 74957, is available for pas-
toral work wherever the Lord may
lead. His phone is 405-244-3898.

* *

The Sovereign Grace Baptist
Church of Birmingham, Ala., and
Pastor E. D. Strickland have a
radio program on station WDJC
FM each Sunday from 6:00-6:30
p.m.

*

Does anyone have a copy of the
October 20, 1973 TBE that they
would be willing to give away? If
you do, please send it to Mrs. Ken-
neth Cox. General Delivery, Mead-
ow Creek. W. Va. 25977.

*

Elder Ronald L. Dotson is avail-
oble for pastoral work wherever
the Lord may lead. He can be
reached at the Veteran's Medical
Center Mon.-Fri. from 6:00 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. It is building 6, ex-
tension 380 and the number is 614-
773-1141.

*

Elder Howard Sheppard, 6412
25th Ave., East, Tampa, Fla. 33619
is available for preaching appoint-
ments since his doctor:: has given
him the okay. His phone is 813-621-
2872.

* * *

Often we receive a colored pic-
ture for TBE. Our readers know
that our paper is black and white,
not in color. Hence all colored
pictures are useless to us. All pic-
tures which go in our paper must
be a glossy black and white with a
light background. Please do not
put a paper clip on the picture as
it harms the picture. We ask that
our readers please bear this in
mind.

Church At Smyrna
(Continued from page one)

missionary team.
As to who the pastor of the

church was when this letter was
penned is not certain, but it prob-
ably was Polycarp. Irenaeus, who
knew him, said he was pastor of
the church in A.D. 108. We do
know that Polycarp suffered
martyrdom under Marcus Aurel-
ius in A. D. 169. He told the pro-
consul at his trial he had been a
Christian 86 years. This would
place his conversion in A.D. 82
and make him about 28 or 29 years
old at the time this epistle was
written. Both Tertullian and Euse-
bius affirm he was pastor of this
church. Thus there is good reason
to believe the angel of the Smyrna
Church to whom John wrote was
Polycarp, himself a disciple of
the Apostle John.

THE CITY (V. 8)
The city of Smyrna dates from

about 1500 B.C., having been found-
ed by some piratical Greeks. It
was located some 40 miles north
of Ephesus at the mouth of a
small river, Metes. It was one
of the most beautiful Greek cities
ever erected. Smyrna was at the
head of the gulf of Smyrna,
where the hills of Asia Minor ran
down to the blue waters of the
Aegean Sea. The gulf of Smyrna
reached back into the inland of
Asia Minor for about 35 miles.
Ships could enter •that harbor and
dock to load and unload cargo.
This made Smyrna a celebrated
commercial center in the days of
John.
Smyrna received its name from

her traffic in the Balsam herb for
which it was world famous. It
was the port of the fragrant per-
fume Myrrh. The same Greek
word translated Smyrna in Revel-
ation 2:8 of our King James Ver-
sion is also translated "Myrrh"
in Matthew 2:11 and John 19:39.
This perfume had a sacred use
in Old Testament times (Ex. 30:23)
and was used as a love perfume
in Solomon's day (S. of S. 1:13;
Prov. 7:17).

In the city oi smyrna was what
was called the Golden Street. It
began at the seasial..at the har-
bor, and ran the length of the city
up to the 'Acropolis on Mount

The Sovereign Grace Baptist
Church in East Moline, Ill., and.
Pastor Charles Empey have an
opportunity to purchase a church
building with the help of some
sister churches. The price is $35,-
000 with a down payment of $10,-
000 with a monthly payment of
$181 per month. Send offerings
to: Donald R. Pankey. 1039 Mead-
own Lance, Colona, Ill. 61241.
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WHAT ABOUT IT?
Almost daily we receive inquiries about a sound church in a

given city of the U.S.A. or even foreign countries. Our independent
Baptist people are constantly on the move. Our pastors need to know
where other churches of like faith and order are. Other Baptist
groups have directories; we have nothing. Hence we often lose our
people who move away from the old home church. This is not good.
Our preachers talk about having a directory, but to this day nothing
has been done to get one printed.

There are many problems to doing this. Who would put such a
book together? Would he not be subjected to the worst sort of criti-
cism as to whom he listed or did not list? What doctrines would a
church have to believe to qualify to go in the book?

While I do not want to affirm that I have all the answers, I do
believe I have a workable program. Each church to be listed would
be required to believe in the local church to the exclusion of the uni-
versal, invisible church and to hold to the doctrines of grace. There
would be no other requirements. Each church would pay Something
like $5 to have their name and information about their church listed.
This would leave it up to each church as to whether it wanted to
be listed or not. The directories would be free. I, for one, would
like to see such done.

Realizing the many prejudices and personal 'disagreements which
exist among our people, it is almost with serious reservations that
I dare to suggest such a thing. But could it be that Sovereign Grace
Independent Missionary Baptists could lay aside their personal pride
and numerous prejudices and produce such a directory? Are we too
busy fighting each other to care for such a book?

What do you as a reader of TBE think of this idea? Would yeu
want your church to be listed? The editor would appreciate hearing
from you concerning this matter. Send no money. No directory is
yet to be published. I am merely inquiring into the possibility of such
a project.

Based upon your response I will at a later time announce in TBE
if we here shall attempt such a preject. I will not be able to answer
all the letters I may receive about this, but I will seriously consider
all suggestions, criticisms, etc.

Georgi Vins is a Russian Baptist who

dares to live for Christ at the cost of

family, acceptance, money, ffatdorn,

and health.

This book shows what It is like to be
a true Baptist in Russia. It is a modern
book of martyrs and heroes of the
Baptist Church. You will be happy to
find that the Russian Baptist agrees
with us in doctrine. This is the most
factual, up-to-dote report of Baptist
sufferings in print. Order today.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
BOOK STORE

P.O. Box 71 Ashland, Ky. 41101

Pagos, where stood the temple of
Zeus. At the beginning of this
street, near the sea, was the gor-
geous Greek temple to the goddess
Cybele. Farther up was the beau-
tiful temple to Apollo. Still far-
ther up, there was the temple to
Aesculapius and the temple to the
goddess Aphrodite. Along this
same street was a monument to
Homer, the Greek poet who was
born in Smyrna.
Smyrna was known in John's

day for its famous hill which had
a crown of buildings encircling it,
a most magnificent sight to be-
hold from its harbor. There was
a citadel situated on the hill called
"The Golden Lined Palace."
Heathen temples adjoined the pal-
ace. These buildings were said to
have girdled the hill and glittered
like a crown. Hence Smyrna was
sometime called "the crown
city." The citadel itself was called
"the crown of Smyrna." The city
still exists today and is now
called Izmin, the Turkish cor-
ruption for Smyrna. It has a pres-
ent population of about 275,000
people.

THE CHRIST (V. 8)
The description of Christ is two-

fold and very suggestive. The two
natures of Christ can be seen in
these titles or attributes: "These
things saith the first and the last,
which was dead, and is alive."
Jesus Christ is the first cause and
the last end of all things-the eter-
nal Jehovah (Isa. 41:4; 44:6; 58:
12). Christ is the origin of all
things. He is before and prior to
all things. He is the chief in im-
portance, in order and in dignity.
He was before all things and by
Him all things consist.

Consider the title "the first."
Jesus Christ did not begin when
He was born in Bethlehem some
1900 years ago. Ile existed in the
beginning as the self-existent One:
"In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God" (John 1:1).
The eternal Son of God was active
"from the days of eternity" (Mic.
5:2 margin). Jesus Christ, the
Second Person in the holy Trinity,
always existed. He never came
into being; there was never a
time when He did not exist. He is
an eternal Being.

Christ is not only "the first" but
also"the last." As "the first" He
is before all time and above all as
.sopreme. As "the last" 119 is after
all, dosing all up, for He is the
consummation of all things. He in
the end of time will complete what
He purposed to do in eternity.

How practical these attributes of
Christ must have been to the suf-
fering Smyrna Church. These
Christians were undergoing the
most frightful persecutions. When
Christ said, "I am the first," He
declared that all things had their
origin in Him. Nothing happened
to them by chance. The terrible
trials through which this church

was passing were not unknown or
unforseen to Christ. He planned
the experiences of their lives and
nothing could happen to them but
what His grace permitted.

How cheering the saying: "I am
the last." When all other human
comforters were gone, Christ
would remain at the side of this
little church until their last ex-
tremity (Isa. 43:2). Christ would
never leave them nor forsake
them. He would be with them until
the end of life, the end of time
and in eternity to come. The last
sight they would see would not
be sorrow, sickness, suffering, sin
or Satan. It would be Jesus Christ
their Saviour. He would keep them
till the river rolled its waters
at their feet, and then He would
bear them safely over, where the
loved ones they would meet.

The speaker said He became
dead and was alive to die no more.
How consoling these words! It
was as if Christ said: -1 have
been through what you are suffer-
ing on account of your faith and
fidelity. Death did its worse to
me. Nevertheless, I live-I con-
quered it-I ;have the keys of
death and Hades-I died to abolish
death. I am a living Saviour. Don't

fear what man may do unto you.

He can only kill the body. Don't be

afraid. I will land you safe on
Heaven's shore."

THE COMMENDATION (Vs. 9-10)
"I know thy works." This is

Christ's uniform method of intro-
ducing these epistles. In each
case it implies the intimate ac-
quaintance of the Head of the
church with all that pertained to
the activities of His body. This was
a working church. Their goodii•
works proceeded from the in-
fluence of the gospel, flowed from
love to Christ and were produced
by a sense of redeeming grace.
The church at Smyrna performed

these good works under very un-
favorable circumstances, which
greatly enhanced their value.

"I know ... thy tribulation ..."
The word "tribulation" suggests

the threshing-rollers of the Rom-
ans, those heavy stones which
ground wheat and forced blood

out of grapes. This word indicates
confinement within narrow limits.

It points to the pressure their en-

emies exerted upon them by per-
secution, affliction and oppression.

These Christians suffered be-

cause they insisted on the worshiP

of one God in a city where they
worshipped many gods.

"I know . .. thy . . . poverty."
Their tribulation had probably

produced their poverty. These

dedicated "Christians had exper-

ienced real poverty. It Cost them

something to be a Christian. Their

material goods had been confis-

cated. They had been reduced to

an inferior position because of

their loyalty to Christ. What has

your loyalty to Christ cost you?

Jesus Christ was not unacquaint-

ed with poverty. He was born to

poor parents in a stable. He own-

ed no house and had no place to

lay Ills head. He was buried in

a borrowed tomb. Our Saviour

became poor for the sake of His

people II Con 8:9). Hence Christ

was eminently qualified to •syrnpa-

thize with the church at Smyrna.

Smyrna was a poor but rich
church: "I know ... thy ... pov-

erty (but thou art rich)." Their

wealth was spiritual. So far as

treasures in Heaven were con-

cerned this was a millionaire

church. Only spiritual wealth will

abide. "The Christian owns all

Heaven. He walks its streets, not

as a foreigner but as owner. The
mansions, the angels, the tree of

life, the streets of gold, the gates
of pearl, Christ, God-are his. The

mansion is his home; the angels

are his companions; the tree of life

is his shade and nourishment; God

is his Father and Christ is his

Brother. The Christian is 'rich to-

ward God' " (CHRIST'S LAST

MESSAGE TO HIS CHURCH, p.

104).

"I know the blasphemy of them

that say they are Jews." The

church at Smyrna suffered the re-

proach of the Jews. They were

(Continued on page 5, column 1)
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The boy will bear watching who calls his mother "the old woman."

The Lord's Church

(Continued from Page One)
tire letter to Thyatira before the one to the church at Pergamos,

sfutPly because the one in Pergamos is the church at Thyatira

ut- embryo. Now Sardis means separation. You could not have

thse Protestant churches coining out of something that did not

Yet exist. So it was absolutely essential that Sardis follow Thya-

tirill The Protestant churches had to have a Catholic Church to

come out of. So we see that each one of these letters was placed

In its proper place by the Master Architect. And none of them

Would fit in any other place.

The Catholic Church claims to be the oldest church in

tire world. I am perfectly willing to admit that she is the oldest

religious organization in all the world. She had her beginning

at Babylon in the days of Noah's renegade great-grandson, Nim-

rod, but she was known through all those centuries of time as

Babylonian Mysticism. During all that time her priests were call-

ed pontifex, and her high priest was called pontifex maximus: But

after the apostate churches represented by the church at Pei--

gall-los had been excluded from the fellowship of the Lord's

true churches, and after those churches had become married

to the state, the Babylonian Mysticism merged with those church-

es, and the result was the Catholic Church. So today the new

P°Pe, John Paul I has as his official titIe, pontifex maximus,

Which means that he is head over the Catholic Church, or the

head over Babylonian Mysticism, whichever way you wish to say
it. They are one and the same thing. There never was a Catholic

PoPe until 606 A.D. when the Roman Emperor Phocas appoint-

ed Boniface III as the universal bishop over all of that kind

of churches. The word ;"catholic" means universal. So with the

aPpointing of Boniface III as universal bishop you have the

first Catholic popc. That is not what we hear on every side.

Lven most encyclopedias start with Peter and list more than

two hundred and sixty popes. But Peter never was in Rome.

lie did not have even one of the pope's characteristics. He never

heard of a pope, because there was no such thing in his day.

Peter was not the kind of man that would have people bow

down to him and kiss his dirty toe.

We, who are living in these very last days of the church

age, have a great advantage over our forefathers when it comes

to. interpreting the prophecy found in the seven letters to the

seven churches in Asia. My grandparents were teenagers when
tbo Southern Baptist Convention was hatched out in Augusta,

Georgia, December 27, 1845. I was teaching school when the

Cooperative Program had its beginning in 1925, but still there

are those who really believe that the convention churches are

the old kind of Baptists. Some even seem to think that Inde-

Pendent Baptist churches have just come into being in the last

few years, but they are the same kind of churches as the one

at:Jerusalem was in the days of our Lord's earthly ministry. In

113/.430 years on the' earthI have seen so much of the prophecy con-

cerning Christendom come to pass before 'myvery eyes that I have

be'en forced to discard some of my theology that I learned in my

Younger days. When prophecy has been fulfilled that is, when it

hafi become history anyone should be able to see what the

Prophecy meant.

But in spite of the ever changing history of Christendom,

°or Lord's true churches have at all times been in the world.

Onr Lord meant what He said when He said in Matthew 16:18,

The gates of hell shall not prevail against it." The teaChing that

the Baptist Church sprang from the Church of England is pure

(Continued on Page 6, Columns 4 and 5)

Justification .
(Continued from page one)

Let us look at the meaning of
jastification. The Philadelphia Con-
feSsion of Faith has a great chap-
ter on this subject. As I am writ-
ing this away from home, I am un-
able to give you this definition. I
suggest you order a copy of this
gDeat book from the Calvary Bap-
List Church and read this chapter.
we might be helped to understand
justification by comparing, and es-
Deeially, by Contrasting it with re-
g.eneration, sanctification, a n d
glorification. Justification relates
to our standing before God and de-
clares that we stand before Him
as not guilty of any one sin and
as if we had always done all that
(=od could require one to do. Re-
generation is that instantaneous
Work of the Spirit which imparts
bivine life to the individual, and
that life is characterized by re-
Pentance and faith. Sanctification
is that progressive working of
the Holy Spirit by which the be-
liver is changed more and more
jute the image of the Son of God,
and is made to grow in grace and
in the knowledge of Jesus Christ.
Glorification is that instantaneous
act of the power of God whereby
the believer is altogether trans-
formed into the image of Jesus

Christ and is glorified forever-
more.

Justification is a legal term and
it relates not to our relationship
with God but to our standing be-
fore God. Justification in its com-
pleteness involves pardon or for-
giveness. God, for Christ's sake
and on the basis of Christ's death
for our sins, regards the believer
as cleared of all guilt before the
throne of God. So it is true that
justification means 'just as if I
had never sinned', but it means
more than that. Justification fur-
ther looks upon the believer as
if he had always been perfectly
righteous in God's sight. In other
words, justification is God's dec-
laration concerning the believer
in Jesus Christ: that he stands be-
fore God as if he had never sinned
and as if he were perfectly holy
and righteous before the Lord.
Let us now look at man's need

of justification. And I might im-
mediately see that this is man's
foremost and greatest need. All
other so-called needs of man pale
into insignificant nothingness when
compared with this "one thing
needful." We see this need when
we look at the totally depraved
condition of man. Man is born in
sin and conceived in iniquity. He
goes astray from the womb speak-
ing lies. He drinketh iniquity like
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Amos 5:14-20
Intro.: Intermingled in the des-

cription of the backslidden condi-
tion of Israel we find exhortations.
to return to the right way of God,
by forsaking "the sin which doth
so easily beset us" and worship-
ping God "in spirit and in truth"
and establishing judgment in the
gate.

VERSE 14 .
"Seek good." This is the only

possible admonition to a child of
God in any place and under any
condition. So this is true regard-
less of the attitude and actions of

water. Oh! what a filthy, abom-
inable, vile, and loathsome being
is man. In fact, every man at his
best state is altogether vanity and
all his righteousness is filthy rags
in God's sight. So, what is such a
creature's most important need9
Why, that he be rid of his filthy
garments of sin, that he be washed
white and clean, and that he be
clothed upon with fine garments of
incomparable whiteness. In other
words, that he be justified. Man
needs justification because of his
many deeds of sin which have in-
curred great guilt before the
thrice holy God. What calculating
device of man can add the total of
the sins of one man? His desires
are unclean. His thoughts are
wicked. His words are like the
venomous poison of the deadly
serpent. His actions are dyed
through and through with the
crimson of terrible guilt. He needs
to be cleared of all guilt before
the courtroom of the sovereign
and holy God of Scripture. That
is what he needs and that is what
justification is.
Then look at the absolute holi-

ness of God and see man's need
of justification. Our God is of
purer eyes than to look upon in-
iquity. How can man that is born
of woman be just before such a
holy God. Man's greatest need is
an absolutely unblemished right-
eousness that will pass the eyes
of fire of our God. Unless man has
such, he will never enter God's
Heaven of blessedness, glory,
peace, and love. He needs this
most of all and this is what justi-
fication provides. Ere we close
this division of our subject, let us
look at the total and utterly help-
less condition of man. His total in-
ability. He cannot do 'anything to
atone for even the least of his mul-
titudinous sins. And he is unable
to perform even one work that is
acceptable to God. Oh, how lost
and helpless is man! Oh, how he
needs this unspeakable blessing of
justification!
Now let us look at what consti-

tutes the grounds upon which God
will justify a man. Oh, how im-
portant it is that we be very clear
and very sure as to this! To begin,
I will say that nothing done by
man or within man is or can be
the grounds of his justification. It
is not the good works of man.
We are informed in Galatians 2:
16: "Knowing that a man is not

justified by the works of the law,

but by the faith of Jesus Christ,

even we have believed in Jesus

Christ, that we might be justified

by the faith of Christ, and not by

the works of the law: for by the

works of the law shall no flesh be

justified." What a great Scripture
is this! The unsaved man cannot
perform a good work for all he does
is defiled by sin. And if he could,
those good works would not atone
for past sin.

The ground of justification is
not the work of the Spirit with-
in us. This is an important work,
and a part of the totality of our
salvation. But what the Spirit
does within us is not the ground
upon which God justifies. In fact,
the ground upon which we are
(Continued on page 4, column 3)

others.
"And not evil." There was a lot

of activity both religious and

practical, but it was contrary to
the Word of God. Sad to say,
many times people feel because
they are doing something God is
pleased.
"That ye may live." Paul des-

cribes true living in Galatians
2:20 and anything short of this is
merely existing and usually results
in losing your life or wasting your
life as a child of God (Matt. 16:24,
25). Look closely at I Corinthians
11:30.
"And so the Lord, the God of

hosts, shall be with you." This goes
back to the thought in 3:3 "Can
two walk together, except they be
agreed?" in order to have the
kind of fellowship described in I
John 1:3, there must be faith and
practice. Study John 13:8-10.
"As ye have 'spoken." Because

Of their sin God had spiritually
departed from the temple and they
knew it not (I Sam. 4: 21:22;
Judges 16:20). In the New Test-
ament this would be described as
the candlestick being removed
(Bev. 2:5). Any professed Chris-
tian or church which boasts of
God's presence with them in this
sense, while living in disobedi-
ence, is sadly mistaken.

VERSE 15
"Hate the evil." The attitude of

showing n o tolerance towards
evil and to stand in opposition to
it is to be the position of God's
children. To have no fellowship
with it (Eph. 5:7, 11).
"And love the good." To prefer

it above everything and to make
it the daily practice of your life.
"And establish judgment in the

gate." Here is the practical appli-
cation which evidences the atti-
tude of the heart. (Read James 2:
14-18).

"It may be that the Lord God
of hosts will be gracious unto the
remnant of Joseph." Although
judgment cannot be averted on
the nation of Israel as a whole be-
cause of sin, it is possible God will
bring a revival among the faith-
ful few. This is a consoling
thought in this dark -age in which
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we live.
VERSE 16

__"TherefOre the Lord, the God of
hosts." Notice vividly the exhalt-
ation of the Almighty God. How
this needs to be emphasized in this
shallow age- Of human exaltation.
"The Lord, saith thus." Judg-

ment is again acknowledged as
certain and not merely as a possi-
bility.
"Wailing shall be in all streets."

Because sin was in all the 'streets,
so wailing shall be in all streets
(Gen. 19:4).
"And they shall say in all the

highways, Alas! Alas; And they
shall call the husbandman to
mourning and such as are skillful
of lamentations to wailing." What
a sad day when national mourning
will be On such a large scale that
there will not be enough profes-
sional mourners! It would be sim-
ilar to us having to use inexperi-
enced undertakers or funeral di-
rectors.

VERSE 17
"And in all vineyards shall be

•wailing." Even the normal places
of joy will be places 'of sorrow.
Consider the multitudes of places
of amusement in our day, for they
too shall turn to places of mourn-
ing.
"For I will pass through thee,

saith the Lord." Israel would re-
member when God passed through
the land of Egypt with the death
angel and before this with the
many plagues, and would there-
fore know the results of God's
visitation. One day God will pass
through the United States in judg-
ment; yea through all nations
(Rev. 6:17).

VERSE 18
"Woe unto you that desire the

day of the Lord." Many were
mocking the words of the prophet
and were saying in irony, "we de-
sire the day of the Lord." They
were in the same class as those re-
ferred to in II Peter 3:3-6. Amos,
no doubt was looked upon by Is-
rael like Noah. However I also be-
lieve there were many who, be-
cause Of the blindness of sin, really
felt like an era of Utopia was
about to begin and, like the dis-
ciples in Acts 1, thought the Lord
was about to restore the kingdom
to Israel and destroy all of their
enemies, but they were deceiving
themselves because they were liv-
ing a hypocritical life.
"To what end is it for you?"

However, the exact opposite was
about to take place. Instead .of
peace and prosperity, there would
be captivity and suffering.
"The day of the Lord is dark-

ness, and not light." Instead of
brightness and joy, it will be dark-
ness and gloom. There will be pain
and fear.

VERSE 19
"As if a man did flee from a

lion, and a bear rnet him; or went
into his house, and lealted his hand
on the wall, and a serpent bit
him." Amos ilustrates by showing
why they thought the day of the
Lord would bring blessings, it real-
ly would only brin,-5, great 'calami-
ties. To flee from chastening
without repenting brings only fur-
ther chastening or judgnient.

VERSE 20
"Shall not the day of the Lord

be darkness, and not light? even
very dark, and no brightness in
it?" Can anything else be expected
in the light of the eXisting con-
ditions?
Conclusion: May this lesson

serve to bring the Lore's people
to an evaluation of our profession
and practice.
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"In the light of Matthew 5:3847 should a Christian partici-
pate in war?"
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In Malachi 3:6 our Lord says,
"I am the Lord, I change not."
And as I recall our Lord told His
people in Old Testament times to
utterly destroy some of His enem-
ies. So why would He be opposed
to having His people utterly des-
troy the Russians, or others who
deny there is a God.
Matthew 5:38-47 is not dealing

with war against God's enemies as
I see it.

JAMES
HOBBS

It. 2, Box 122
McDermott, Ohio

PASTOR
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Baptist Church
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You are confusing Christ's
teaching concerning a Christian
attitude and actions with his re-
sponsibilities in this world. If a
saved person is in war or at home
he should not have hatred or mur-
der in his heart. When he must
fight for his country he is not kill-
ing because of anger, hatred, or
revenge, he is protecting his home,
his family and his country. "Sub-
mit yourselves to every ordinance
of man for the Lord's sake; wheth-
er it be to the king, as supreme;
or unto governors, as unto them
that are sent by Him for punish-
ment of evildoers, and for the
praise of them that do well. For
so is the will of God, that with well
doing ye may put to silence the
ignorance of foolish men" (I Peter
2:13-15).

As we read all through the Scrip-
tures we see that God shows clear-
ly that His people are to obey even
in the matter of war. Israel had
to drive the people out of the
promised land. Joshua led Israel
in many battles including the bat-
tle of Jericho. Now, please don't
tell me that that is different from
today, war is war regardless of
where it is. The fact remains
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that we are being told to defend
and if necessary take the land that
God has given us. When some of
them disobeyed in destroying the
enemy God rebuked them. "And
Samuel said, Hath the Lord as
great delight in burnt offerings
and sacrifices, as in obeying the
voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey
is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams"
II Sam. 15:22. Read the entire
chapter).
The Bible does not condone those

who refuse to fight on the grounds
of being a conscientious objector,
because it teaches just the oppo-
site.

11.11111. 0.4111.
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This passage is given to pre-
vent passionate and vengeful re-
taliation against the offending
party. The Mosaic law, "Tooth
for a tooth, and eye for eye,"
was given to hold the remon-
strants in check. But in the days
of Christ the Jews were flaunting
this law by exacting more than
equal restitution, and it is for
this reason Christ teaches it is
better to give the other cheek to
the offender than to go beyond
the suffered offense in retalia-
tion. It is better for the Christian
to suffer great insult at the hand
of his persecutor, rather than be
the means whereby his persecutor
is caused to suffer the least of-
fense.
This rule of turning the other

cheek is not an absolute or pos-
itive law, but is the general teach-
ing of Christ regarding personal
offenses. Christ Himself on the oc-
casion of being smitten on the
cheek did not turn the other
cheek, but mildly and firmly re-
buked the offender (John 18:22,
23). Paul, being insulted in this
manner did not strike back physi-
cally, but remonstrated by telling
the High Priest Ananias that God
would smite him in due season
(Acts 23:2,3). The saint is to do
everything in his power this side
of a compromise of God's Word
to avoid personal violence. This
does not mean they are not to
expose error and evil, but that
they are not to be so possessed of
the martyr's spirit as to become
reckless and expose themselves to
undue danger.
The teachings of Christ in this

passage could only in an indirect
way refer to war, and cannot in
the view of other scriptures be
used as a prohibition against con-
scription, or all wars. While it is
true, there are some unjust wars
fought, nevertheless wars are in-
evitable, and some are fought to
keep infidelistic nations, such as
contemporary Russia, and Nazi
Germany of the early forties from
imposing their God-defying laws
and philosophies upon free and de-
cent societies. To construe this
passage, and use it to condemn
war under all circumstances
would be to destroy all moral gov-
ernments in the earth, and bring
anarchy to full bloom. Jesus never
condemned the profession of sol-
diering, and I am confident Cor-
nelius did not resign his commis-
sion upon his conversion. Jesus
said of one centurion, "I say unto
you, I have not found so great
faith, no, not in Israel" (Lk. 8:9).
The Christian's first allegiance
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is unto God, and no other allegi-
ance is to take preeminence over
his duty to God, but it is possible
to "Fear God, Honor the King"
at the same time (I Pet. 2:17).
"Let every soul be subject unto
the higher powers. For there is no
power but of God; the powers that
be ordained of God" (Rom. 13:1).
See also verses 2, 3, and 4 of Rom-
ans 13.
Freedom of religion as provided

by the U.S. constitution does not
mean that the religionist is free
to obey or disobey the govern-
ment. A citizen is to obey every
law Of government except those
which contravene the laws of God,
and it is utterly impossible to
prove from scripture that all mili-
tary service is wrong, or that to
fight a war to save lives, pre-
serve decency, and to guarantee
the freedom of worship is wrong.
(Christ said, "Render therefore
unto Caesar the things that are Cae-
sar's and unto God the things that
are God's" (Matt. 22:21). That is
tantamount to saying, Pay your
tithes to the church, and your
taxes to the government. We are
to follow this up with prayer "For
kings, and for all that are in auth-
ority . . ." (I Tim. 2:2), and we
are to speak out against any mis-
use of the tithe or the tax.
The same argument used

against military service and war,
could be used with equal force
against law enforcement agen-
cies, and their suppression of
crime. In this end of the age there
is a lot of corruption in govern-
ment, and it is without doubt that
most of our wars are motivated
by human greed. Then, too, there
are some corrupt law enforce-
ment officers, but where would
we be without our military and po-
lice forces? While we are to love
our neighbor as ourselves, we are
as a government under obligation
to deal with our neighbors accord-
ing to law when he or she mur-
ders ten or one of our other neigh-
bors. Liberty does not do away
with law, nor does love do away
with justice. God loved His Son,
but under the penalty of His peo-
ple's sin He bruised His Son on the
cross of Calvary.

‘331&
Justification . . .

(Continued from page three)
justified becomes in a sense also
the ground upon which the Spirit
works within us.
The ground upon which God

justifies is the work Of Jesus
Christ. That and that alone is
what God looks at in the great gos-
pel blessing of justification. Theo-
logians often divide the work of
Christ on this earth into His active
obedience and His passive obed-
ience and I consider this a Scrip-
tural distinction. The active obedi-
ence of Jesus Christ is t h e
sum - total of that perfect life
which He lived upon the
e a r th. He did always those
things which pleased His
Father. He never once sinned in
desire, thought, word, or act. And
He is the only one who ever lived
on the earth of whom this can
be said. But please understand
that He did not come into this
world and live this perfect life
for himself. He needed that not.
But He •lived as our substitute,
as truly as He died as our sub-
stitute. He lived as our represent-
ative head. His passive obedi-
ence is that suffering He under-
went on Calvary's cross whereby
the Father poured out upon His
own Son the total of the deserved
Hell of all the elect of God. The
Father punished the Son as the
Son bore our sins in His own body
on the tree.
This twofold work of Christ

meets the twofold requirement
for man to be saved. Man's sins
must be satisfactorily atoned
for. And man must have a per-
fect righteousness which will meet

the standard of God. These are
provided for in the work of the
blessed Saviour.

It might help us here to look
at the Bible doctrine of imputa-
tion as it applies to our subject.
The sins of the elect were im-
puted to Christ. That is, the guilt
of them was charged to Him and
the Father looked on the Son as
if He were guilty of the total num-
ber of the sins of all the elect,
and Christ was punished for those
sins. Punished to the fullest de-
mand of the law 'of God. There
was no easing up, but the price of
awful suffering was paid in full.
The righteousness of Christ: His
totally perfect and absolutely holy
life is imputed to the believer and
he is accepted by and before the
Father in Jesus Christ. II Corinth-
ians 5:21 tells it so well, "For He
hath made Him to be sin for us,
who knew no sin; that we might
be made the righteousness of God
in Him."
Now, what are the means of

justification? How does the sinner
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come into the possession of this
marvelous blessing? Oh, how im-
portant and essential it is for us
to be clear and Biblical here!
Again, it is not by the works of
man. Romans 3:28 tells us,
"Therefore we conclude that a
man is justified by faith without
the deeds of the law." We are
justified by faith in Jesus Christ.
Again and again the Bible tells us
this glorious truth.
Let us consider what is involved

in that faith in Jesus Christ by
which one is justified before God.
One must realize that he is lost
and undone and without any ac-
ceptable righteousness before God.
Oh, how hard it is for man to
receive this truth. Really, it takes
the effectual power of the Holy
Spirit to convince one that he is
totally undone and helpless before
God. But this is involved in and a
part of saving faith in Jesus
Christ. Man must be brought to
"cast his deadly doing" down. To
part with his own rags of fancied
good, and to flee to the Saviour.
In saving faith one must believe
the facts of the gospel. These facts
involve: Who Jesus is, and what
Jesus did. One must believe that
Jesus Christ is God Almighty,
born into the human race by way
of the virgin birth. One must be-
lieve in the Deity and in the per-
fect humanity of Jesus Christ.
Then one must know and believe
what Jesus did. That is, that
Jesus lived a perfect life, Jesus
died on the cross a substitution-

ary death for our sins, and praise
God, Jesus rose from the dead.
Then saving faith involves the
trusting of Jesus Christ as one's
own personal Lord and Saviour.
This constitutes saving faith.
Now, please understand that

faith does not save: faith is not .
our Saviour. Faith itself is not ,
counted to us as our righteous'
ness so that it becomes our right--
eousness. But faith brings us to
Christ, faith lays hold on Christ,
faith receives Christ. Faith is
trusting Jesus Christ as one's
personal Lord and Saviour and
trusting what Jesus did for one's
own salvation.
Now we need to understand two

more things about this Wonderful
and saving faith. We need to knoW
that it is the gift of God (Eph.
2:8). It is not something that the
natural unsaved man has of his
own, and it is not something man
can produce. A man could create,
out of nothing, ten million worldS
as easily as he can produce saving
faith. Faith is the gift of God. And
this faith is the work of the ir-
resistable, almighty, creative pow-
er of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit
puts forth His power and with the
gospel, works within the soul this
miracle Of saving faith.
Now let us note some things

about this wonderful gospel bless-
ing of justification. Note that it
is the act of God; declaring the
believer clear of all charges and
having a perfectly righteous
standing before God. This justifi-
cation is not a process, but is the
declaration and act of an instant
of time. The publican who entered
the temple lost and undone and
looked to the propitious mercy of
God, which was the same as
trusting the Saviour and His sac-
rifice, went down to his house
justified, while the Pharisee,
trusting in his own fancied works
of righteousness went away lost
and undone.
Lot us state that justification

is once for all, and never can
and never needs to be repeated.
Note that justification is perfect
and complete to every believer.
There are no stages, degrees, or
variations in the blessing of justifi-
cation. The babe in Christ, new-
born, just now the recipient of jus-
tification is as justified as the
aged saint who has spent many
years of faithful service to the
Lord. There are stages and vari-
ations in the sanctification Of the
justified one, but justification from
the first moment of reception by
faith is as perfect and complete as
it will ever be. Yea, the saint who
has crossed the river and has '-
been many years (earth time)
in glory is no more justified than
the weakest babe who has been
brought to faith in Jesus Christ. •
Justification is eternal. Hebrews
10:14 tells us that, "He hath per-
fected forever them that are sanc-
tified." We who are justified have ,
an eternally perfect standing
before God. Praise the Lord!
Let me state that justification

is a fundamental doctrine of the
Bible. None can even begin to
be a sound Bible believer who is
wrong 'on this cardinal doctrine.
And note that justification is the
heart and power of the gospel.
Read Romans 1:16-17. See that the
gospel is the power of God unto
(Continued on page 5, column 5)
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A man looking for trouble never has to look very far.

Church At Smyrna

(Continued from Page Two)
sneered at by those who claimed
the exclusive privileges of being
followers of God. Such wickedness
brought contempt upon the very
name they bore. This body of
religious pretenders, who railed
against the church, were in the
sight of Christ "the synagogue of
Satan." The same crowd would a
few years later demand the violent
death of Polycarp, the aged pas-
tor of the Smyrna Church. It is
said that the Jews gathered the
fuel to burn Polycarp.

Satan is a counterfeiter. Just as
sure as there is the true church of
Christ there is also the church of
Satan. The Prince of Darkness has
his own churches, ministers, mem-
bers, creeds, doctrines and ver-
sions of the Bible. This Evil Strat-
egist is spreading "isms" through-
out the world. All heresy is a
part Of Satan's plan to steal
souls.

The Evil One is the accuser of
the brethren. He is a vilifier, a
traducer, a false accuser of the
saints. Those who engage in gos-
sip, blasphemy, vilification are
members of the synagogue of Sat-
an. Gossip had broken the hearts
of the members of the suffering
church in the city of Smyrna.
'Christ did net promise ex-

emption from suffering to this
church. Rather, He said: "Fear '
none of those things which thou
shalt suffer." They had already
suffered, and they were about to
suffer more. Christ exhorts this
church to be brave, to be manly
and to endure the suffering set
before them. Christ does not de-
liver from suffering, but He has
promised to be with His churches
in suffering.

"Behold the devil shall cast
some of you into prison, that ye
may be tried." No doubt men did
this casting into prison, but Satan
was the real instigator of it. The
Prince of Darkness is the real
source of the spirit of persecution.
Behind the passions and prejudices
of men and their persecutions lies
the malignity and malice of the
Devil. Kings, magistrates and
Popes, when they become persecu-
tors, become the instruments of
him who is the accuser of the
brethren and the murderer from
the beginning.

"Ye shall have tribulation ten
days." Both the tribulation and
the days are literal here. "Ten
days" is a definite number and
must be taken in its literal sense,
so far as the primary meaning is
concerned. The suffering was cer-
tain but it was of a limited dur-
ation. All Christian suffering is
brief 'when compared to eternal

THE SOVEREIGNTY
OF GRACE
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glory which will never end. Thank
God! all griefs of God's sending
have an ending.
"Be thou faithful unto death."

It does not read "until death."
but "unto death." The meaning is
that death must not cause them
to waver in their faithfulness to
Christ. Loyalty to Christ is every-
thing. Christ must be magnified in
our body, whether by life or by
death (Phil. 1:20).
The pastor of the Smyrna

Church was Polyearp. He took
seriously His Master's words.
When brought before the procon-
sul in Smyrna and asked to blas-
pheme Christ, he answered, "Four-
score and six years have I served
Christ, neither hath He ever
wronged me at any time; how
then can I now deny my Saviour
and King?" The Proconsul then
urged him to swear by the for-
tune of Caesar: to which he re-
plied, "That the Christian re-
ligion taught obedience to the
civil governors, but to swear by
Caesar's fortune out of vain glory
he must decline." He was then
threatened with wild beasts, fire
and torments; he, however, stood
unmoved, saying, "You threaten
me with fire, which shall last but
an hour and is quickly quenched;
but you are ignorant Of the ever-
lasting fire of the day of judg-
ment, and of those endless tor-
ments which are reserved for the
wicked! But why do you delay?
Appoint me what death you
please."
Such confidence confounded the

Proconsul, who was amazed at
such a display of courage in an old
man. They sentenced him to the
flames. In the midst of the fire, he
thus addressed his prayer to
Heaven. "0, God! the Father of
thy beloved Son, Jesus Christ, and
through whom we have received
the knowledge of thee! 0 God,
the Creator of all things, upon
thee I call, thee I confess •to be
the true God; thee I glorify. Oh!
Lord, receive me and make me a
partaker of the resurrection of
thy saints, through the merits of
our great High Priest thy beloved
Son, Jesus Christ, to whom with
the Father and Holy Spirit be hon-
or and glory for ever, Amen."
Polycarp was faithful "unto
death." Praise God!
How such courage and faith

shame us today! It is wrong to
parade our religion, but it is crim-
inal to hide it, too. Christ does
not need soft and flabby Chris-
tians. He needs people with firm-
ness and backbone. Seeing there
are so many who speak against
Christ, surely those who believe
on Him should not be afraid to
speak up and for Him.
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"I will give thee a crown of
life." Suffering here is followed by
glory hereafter. He who gives up
his life for Christ shall be given a
crown of life by Christ—a triumph-
ant immortality! This crown, like
other rewards of encouragements,
is given personally by Christ: "I
will give." This will be a literal
crown upon the head of the mar-
tyr, who won in the battle of life.
Such a person shall have a crown
which will by far Outstrip the
crowned city of Smyrna!

COMFORT (V. 11)
The letter closes with a promise

to the Overcomer: "He that hath
an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches; He
that overcometh shall not be hurt
of the second death." The promise
is to those who should gain the
victory in the persecutions which
would come upon them. The over-
comer would not give up his Chris-
tian profession although opposed
and persecuted. 0 Lord, please
give such Christians today!
Jesus said the overcomer "shall

not be hurt of the second death."
The second death must be that
which follows the death of the
body, which is the first death. The
second death is the death of the
spirit—absolute exclusion of the
spirit from God and the enjoy-
ment of His presence (Rev. 20:6,
16; 21:8). Physical death cuts off
from this life; the second death
cuts off from eternal life. Death
puts an end to all hopes here;
the second death ends all hopes
for ever. The death of the spirit is
to never see Heaven, never enjoy
eternal life, and never share the
glories of the saints' rewards.

Our fathers, chained in prisons 'dark,

Were still in heart and conscience free;

How Welt would be their children's fate,

Faith of our fathers! holy faith!

We will be true to thee till death!

6oraintis.:

The overcomer who dies for
Christ is sure to be delivered from
a more fearful death—the death of
the spirit. Beyond the grave there
is no power that can harm the
overcomer. Happy martyrs! The
first death shall not hurt you;
and the second shall have no pow-
er over you!

International Version

(Continued from page one)
usage edition repeats the more
misleading 1973 note—"The most
reliable . . •" In fact the manu-
script evidence for the authenticity
of these verses is overwhelming.
Professor W. R. Farmer's mono-
graph on these verses published by
Cambridge University Press in
1974 evaluates the evidence, ex-
amines the vocabulary and style of
these verses, and argues for their
inclusion. Referring to Canon C. R.
Gregory's statement that "these
verses positively do not belong to
this Gospel, positively have no
right to be in the New Testament,"
Professor Farmer wrote, "The
evidence, upon examination, does
not justify such statements."
Many of the footnotes give the

readers a misleading impression of
the full implications of the text-
ual evidence. In Matthew 6:13 the
closing words of the Lord's pray-
er are relegated to the margin ac-
companied by a note—"Some late
manuscripts — for yours is the
kingdom and the power and the
glory for ever. Amen." The reader
is not informed that most uncial
manuscripts, including "W" of the
5th century, most cursives, most
ancient versions, including repre-
sentatives of the Old Latin, Syriac,
Coptic, Gothic, Armenian Ethiopic
and Georgian, the Diatessaron,
Didache and Apostolic Constitu-
tions,- covering the period from the
2nd century to the 7th, all have the
disputed passage.

"A CONTEMPORARY
TRANSLATION"

The fore-runner of the whole pro-
ject was "A Contemporary Trans-
lation" of John's Gospel published
in 1969, and some of the changes
made in this Gospel during further
revision for the 1973 New Testa-
ment were quite significant. In
J'ohn 1:13-15 the Contemporary
Translation differs from the King
James Version in 31 details of
translation and 10 of punctuation.
The same three verses in the New
Testament of 1973 and the Bibles
of 1978 and 1979 differ from the
Contemporary Translation in a fur-
ther 16 details, including 9 of trans-
lation. In verse 13 "will of the
flesh" became "human intention"
in 1969, and "human decision" in
1973; but in verse 14, where the
Contemporary Translation had
"the Word became man," the N.I.
V. has "flesh" as in the K.J.V. In
the same verse the 1969 Gospel
read "the only Son from the Fath-
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er," which the 1973 New Testament
changed to "the one and only
(Son), who came from the Fath-
er." In verse 15 "He existed be-
fore me" in the Contemporary
Translation was changed back in
1973 to "He was before me" as in
the K.J.V.
The New Testament of 1973 has

been subjected to quite extensive
revision before being incorporated
in the Bibles of 1978 and 1979, and
there are about 400 changes in de-
tails of translation, and a further
275 in the footnotes, and 8 in the
subheadings. Many of these are
not of much significance, but some
are of considerable importance,
as will be seen from the examples
which follow.

DIFFERANCES IN TEXT AND
THE U.S.A. AND U.K. EDITIONS

TRANSLATION
In several passages the English

usage edition of 1979 does not agree
with the American edition of 1978,
either in text or in translation. In
Romans 10:11 "He who believes in
Him" (1973) becomes "Everyone
who trusts in him" (1978,79), but
in the same verse "will not be
put to shame" becomes "will nev-
er be put to shame" in 1978, and
"will not be disappointed" in 1979.
In II Corinthians 4:14 "present us
with you" (1973, 1978) becomes
"bring us with you" in 1979. Read-
ers of the 1973 N.T. and English
usage Bible of 1979 will find in 2
Thessalonians 1:2. "from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ,"
but readers in the U.S.A. will find
these words relegated to the mar-
gin in their 1978 edition.
In Hebrews 2:10 "the Pioneer of

their salvation" (1973) was chang-
ed back to "Author" in 1978, but is
again "Pioneer" in the 1978 Bible.
In Hebrews 12:2 "pioneer" in 1973
became "author" in both Bibles.
In Revelation 4:6 "Also before the
throne," in 1973 New Testament
and U.S.A. Bible, becomes "also
in front and behind the throne" in
the English usage edition.

CHANGES IN THE RENDERING
OF VERBS

Although the N.I.V. New Test-

ament of 1973 had many advocates
who were convinced of its great-
er accuracy in such matters, the
Bibles of 1978 and 1979 introduce
many changes in tenses of verbs.
In the following examples the 197s.
rendering is given first:
Mark 1:10—torn open—being torn

open; and descent= descending.
Luke 2:28—now dismiss (imper-

ative)— you now dismiss (in,.
dieative).

Luke 4:23—that you did — that
you do.

John 4:52—had gotten better got
better.

Acts 18:25—knowing only =though
he knew only.

Romans 4:7—whose offenses have
been forgiven—whose trans-
gressions are forgiven.

Romans 6:13—who have returned
(active)—who have been
brought (passive).

Ephesians 1:13—when you believ-
ed—having believed.

Colossians 2:10—you have this
fulness—you have been given
this fulness.

I Thessalonians 4:14 — those who
sleep—those who have fallen
asleep.

SOME PARAPHRASES
OF 1973 MODIFIED

Many passages in the New Inter-
national Version are paraphrased
rather than translated, but in some
instances the more extravagant
paraphrases of 1973 have been
modified in the American and
English Bibles.
Matthew 1:18—before they began

to live together=before they
came together.

Matthew 16:22—Perish the
thought!—Never!

Luke 22:25—are given the title
Benefactor — call themselves
Benefactors.

John 10:26—you do not belong to
my flock—you are not of my
sheep.

Acts 9:34—arrange your things—.
take care of your mat (1978);
tidy up your mat (1979).

I Corinthians 12:8—the ability to
speak with wisdom—the mes-

(Continued on page 6, column 1)

Justification . . .

(Continued from page four)
salvation. But wherein lies its sav-
ing power? "Because therein is
revealed the righteousness of God
from faith to faith." It is because
the gospel reveals how unrighteous
man can have a righteousness
which will avail before God—it is
because of this that the gospel has
saving power.
Are you justified before God?

How much more important this is
than "what some man thinks of
you." What difference does it make
how we stand with man? Some,
am sure. But what is this com-
pared to• "how do I stand with
God?" if you are justified, re-
joice therein. The Psalmist said,
"My tongue shall talk of thy right-
eousness all the day long" (Psa.
71:24). Oh, let us rejoice in and
praise God for, and talk to oth-
ers about this righteousness which
we have in Jesus all the day long.
Then, let us live clean lives to His
glory. Then let us be faithful wit-
nesses of this glorious gospel unto
others. It may be God will use us
in introducing others to this glor-
ious gospel blessing. God bless you
all.
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Arrested growth in a child is a tragedy; in a Christian it is a disgrace.

International Version

(Continued from page 5)
sage of wisdom.

James 1:12—the victor's crown, the
life . . e=the crown of life.

SOME K.J.V. RENDERINGS
RESTORED

A press 1.-elease in 1969 explained
that "many of the archaic forms
of English are being eliminated
• . One example concerns the
Ark of the covenant carried by
the children of Israel . . . The
translators feel th a t 'ark' no
longer conveys to modern minds a
reasonable picture of the object
. . . We tried using the word
'chest,' but decided that could be
confusing too. We still haven't ar-
rived at the word we want."
Eventually they decided that the
word used in the K.J.V. was the
best after all, and in the N.I.V.
"chest" is used for only three of
the 186 occurrences, and "ark" is
used for the rest.
The press release of November

1968 drew attention to a problem
in John 8:38, where the K.V.J.
reads, -Ye do that which ye have
seen with your father," meaning
that they were following their fath-
er, the Devil. The Contemporary
Translation reads, "You then must
now do what you hear the Father
telling you," meaning God 'the.
Father. A footnote mentions that
the opposite reading was possible.
The'N.T. of 1973, and the Bibles of
1978-79 restore the K.J.V. render-
ing and put the alternative in a
footnote.

Other examples of K.J.V. rend-
erings restored are:

Matthew 2:15—I called my son out
of Egypt—Out of Egypt I called
my son.

Matthew 4:2—forty days and
nights ==forty days and forty
nights.

Matthew 8:12—grinding of teeth--
gnashing of teeth.

Mark 2:2—preached to them —
preached the word to them.

Mark 6:52—their minds are closed
=their hearts were hardened

Luke 2:19—in her mind = in her
heart.

John 9:25—I do know one thing--
one thing I do know.

John 15:13—No one has greater
love= Greater love has no one.

2 Corinthians 7:1—let us strive for
perfection—perfecting holiness.

The translation would have been
much iinproved if. fhi.4 process of
restorinY appro,priate and meaning-
ful renderings of the K.J.V. had
been taken much further, but the
revision of the 1973 New Testament
for the 1978-79 Bibles was often in
the opposite direction, eliminating
K.J.V. renderings' which had sur-
vived.. In Matthew 12:20 "quench"
is replaced by "snuff out"; in Luke

8:32 "a herd of many pigs" be-
conies "a large herd of pigs"; in
John 6:41 "to murmur against him"
becomes "to grumble." In John
6:69 "the one whom he has sent" is
abbreviated to "the one he has
sent," and similar changes are
made in many other passages.

EXAMPLES OF
INCORRECT TRANSLATION
In several passages the New

International Version do es not

correctly convey the meaning of
the Greek. In I Peter 2:9 the
Greek is very accurately rendered
in the Authorized Version "receiv-
ing the end of your faith." The
N.I.V. reads "receiving the goal
of your faith," but while English
usage is familiar with "aiming
for a goal," and "scoring a goal,"
and "achieving a goal," there is no
place in English for "receiving a
goal," and the expression is mean-
ingless. In Acts 17:9 the Authorized
Version correctly says that when
the rulers "had taken security of
Jason and the other, they let them
go," meaning that Paul and Silas
were released when Jason and the
other brethren had provided "se-
curity," presumably a sum of
money, as a pledge that Paul and
Silas would not return and cause
any further trouble. The American
edition of the N.I.V. reads, "Then
they made Jason and the others
post bond and let them go," and
this conveys the meaning reason-
ably well for American readers,
but in changing the American
idiom for the English edition the
correct meaning has been lost.
The text now reads, "Then they
went bail for Jason and the others,
and let them go," which implies
that the officials provided the
security, whereas in fact they
demanded it. "Bail" is the se-
curity given for the temporary re-
lease of an accused person. If the
translators wish to use this idiom,
it should be made clear that Jason
and the others "went bail" for
Paul and Silas. This is certainly
not the meaning conveyed by the
present rendering in the N.I.V.

In Galatians 5:25 "keep in step
with the Spirit" does not provide
a true English equivalent of the
Greek expression, which reads in
the A.V. "Let us also walk in the
Spirit," and in the Revisions of
1881 and 1901 "walk by the Spirit."
The meaning is that in all our con-
duct and testimony our steps must
be taken by the help and guidance
of the Spirit. "Keep in step" is
not an appropriate idiom in this
context.

EXAMPLES OF INCONSISTENCY
IN TRANSLATION

The verb "evaggelizo" to preach
the Gospel occurs 52 times in the
New Testament, and the noun
"evaggelion" 73 times, making a
total of 125, of which 40 occur in
the Gospels and Acts, and 19 out
of the 40 are rendered "good news"
in ,the N.I.V. From Romans to
Revelation the same Greek works
occur 85 times, of which only 2 are
rendered "good news" in the
N.I.V.

Other inconsistencies are found
in Luke 15:23 "fattened calf" in
the King James Version be-
comes "fatted calf" in the Eng-
lish usage edition, which neverthe-
less has "fattened calf" in verses
27 and 30. In Luke 16:32 "handed
over" is changed to "turned over,"
but "handed over" survives in
Luke 22:6 and 24:20. In Acts 23:23
"at the third hour" is changed to
"at nine tonight," but in Luke 23:
43 we still find "at the sixth hour
and at the ninth hour." In II Corin-
thians 5:10 "due him" is changed
to "due to him," while in Romans
12:3 the change is made the other
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Is "THAT'
IN THE BIBLE?

Question:

WHO WAS STRUCK BARREN
FOR REBUKING HER HUSBAND
FOR INDECENT EXPOSURE?
Answer:—Michal, First Sam-

uel 18:27 and Second Sam-
uel 6:14, 20, 23.—". . . And Saul
gave him (David) Michal his
daughter to wife : . . "And David
danced before the Lord with all
his might; and David was girded
with a linen ephod . . . And Mich-
al the daughter of Saul came out
to meet David, and said, How glor-
ious was the king of Israel to-day,
who uncovered himself to-day in
the eyes of the handmaids of his
servants, as one of the vain fel-
lows shamelessly uncovereth him-
self! . . . Therefore Michal the
daughter of Saul had no child
unto the day of her death."

way, from "the grace given to me"
to "the grace given me."

ENGLISH LITERARY STYLE
One of the early press releases

quoted a spokesman for the Com-
mittee on Bible Translation as say-
ing, "The new translation will em-
ploy language which will communi-
cate to the man on the street, but
which at the same time will be
well chosen from a literary point
of view." Reference was also made
to "a top-flight English stylist"
who would make suggestion and
criticisms. Another news release
in April 1969 stated that "members
of so me of New York's ghetto
youth gangs are being asked . . .
to inform the Bible scholars . . .
whether their language is up to
date and speaks clearly to modern
mankind . . . If we want the Bible
to span the _generation gap, and if
we want it to speak to the un-
churched, we must use contempor-
ary English, and that is what is
being done. "

MORE
DIFFICULT VOCABULARY
Many modern versions tend to

replace the simple short words of
the Authorized Version with more
difficult words, and the New Inter-
national Version does so in hun-
dreds of places. The following 20
examples are all found in the Epis-
tle to the Hebrews:

A.V.
1:2 worlds
1:3 brightness
10:26 — image
— upholding
— purged

1:4 better than
2:3 spoken
2:10 are
4:3 mixed
4:15 be touched
5:7 he feared

N.I.V
universe
radiance
representation
sustaining
provided
purification
superior to
announced
exists
combine
sympathize
his reverent
submission

5:10 called designated
5:13 unskillful not acquainted
6:6 put him to subjecting him
7:16 endless indestructible
8:13 old obsolete

10:26 wilfully deliberately
10:27 looking for expectation
11:5 see death experience death
11:22 departing exodus

In none of these instances does
the more difficult vocabulary of
the N.I.V. make for greater clar-
ity Or accuracy. In some cases the
N.I.V. has the simpler word: as
in Hebrews 10:32 "received the
light" for "illuminated," but the
more difficult words are very nu-
merous.

Further examples are: final con-
dition (A.V last state); reimburse
(A.V. repay); every supporting lig-
ament (A.V. joint); transcends all
understanding (A.V. passeth). In
all t hes e instances, and many
more, readers young and old would
find the vocabulary Of the Author-
ized Version easier than that of
the N.I.V. In some places the N.I.
V. Bible has restored the A.V.
rendering where the New Testa-
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The Lord's Church
(Continued from Page Three)

unmitigated blasphemy. And those who teach such heresy will
have to answer to our Lord for having belittled and bemeaned
His precious church. Matthew 16:18 has stood through the cen-
turies, and it is still standing like the Rock of Ages. Man may
beat hiabrains out ,,against that precious S,cripture,. but when„,.,
he has done that, Matthew 16:18 still stands without so much
as a dent in it.

Finally, after the centuries of darkness, ignorance, and
slaughter of millions of our forefathers, we can see an altogether
different kind of churches coming out of the old monster called
the Catholic Church. In many ways these churches differed from
their mother, the old Babylonian whore. But still it was easy,
because of the striking resemblance, to tell from whence they
came. For instance, their man-made, God-dishonoring mode of
baptism stood out like a sore thumb. Their robes and idol gods
which they brought out with them were, and still are, an abomi-
nation in the eyes of Almighty God. Some of their doctrines
border on the truth, but their practices are nothing but Baalism
and Nicolaitanism, both of which God hates. It is true that they
came out of Catholicism, but they did not come out far enough.
They did not even think of coming into our Lord's true church.
es which were already in the world. In fact, the Lord's churches
would not have accepted them with their home-made baptism
and their heathen gods.

In the letter to the church at Sardis we read, "Thou hast a
name that thou livest, and (but) art dead." In the eyes of the
world the fact that these churches had come out of the corrup-
tion and filth connected with the Catholic Church made them
look as if they had spiritual life. But our Lord who could look
on the inside of them said they were dead. This simply means
that Protestantism had no spiritual life in it. That may sound
like a hard doctrine, but our Lord is the One who said it. And
He is the One who knows whereof He speaks. So if I say that
the Protestant churches have spiritual life in them in order to
please someone, I lie, because the •Lord says the are dead,
and a dead thing has no life in it at all whatever. That is true
whether it be a church, or a spiritually dead sinner, for neither
a dead church nor a dead sinner can do anything pleasing to
God. A dead church or a dead sinner does not have faith which
according to Ephesians 2:8, is a gift of God. "And without faith
it is impossible to please God" (Heb. 11:6).

If the people who came out of Catholicism had left all the
old heathen doctrines and practices in the Catholic Church
where they belonged, and had they taken their Bible as their
sole source of faith and practice, they would not have stopped

(Continued on page 8, columns 4, 5)

ment of 1973 introduced a more
difficult word. Acts 10:7 is an ex-
ample, "one of his military aides"
becomes again the simple "sold-
ier" of the Authorized Version.

AMERICAN COLLOQUIAL
USAGE

In preparing the English usage
edition the revisers have overlook-
ed a number of expressions in
which the American translators in-
dulged in the freedom of more col-
loquial speech than would normal-
ly be found in an English transla-
tion. Examples are: "brag about
the law" (Romans 2:17,23); "right
there" (Rom. 7:21); "super-Apos-
tles" (II Cor. 11:5); "who cut in
on you" (Gal. 5:7); "a cover-up"
(I Peter 2:16); "he grabbed him"
(Matt. 18:28); "right now" (Mark
6:25). Some of these have a dis-
tinctly American flavor, and do
not enhance a version intended for
English readers. In some instances
such Americanisms which were in
the 1973 New Testament have been
changed, as in Mark 5:42 "she
stood right up" (1973) becomes
"immediately" in the 1979 Bible.
"Let's go" in Mark 1:38 becomes
"let us go." In John 8:25 "Who are
you, anyway?" is changed to "Who
are you?" In Romans 12:16 "Don't
be proud . . Don't be conceited,"
become "Do not be proud . . . do
not be conceited." There is scope
for many more improvements of
•this kind.

COLLOQUIAL ABBREVIATIONS
In the four Gospels there are 135

occurrences of 23 different collo-
quial abbreviations such as
"aren't, didn't, wasn't, I've, we've,
let's, etc." Sixty-two of these are
used by the Lord Jesus Christ in-
cluding about twenty attributed by
HMI td Other people in His para-
bles. In the use of these abbrevia-
tions there is an element of incon-
sistency that has no parallel in
the Greek. For instance, the angel
of the Lord said to Joseph, "Do
not be afraid" (Matt. 1:20); and
the angel said to the women at the
sepulchre, '"Do not be afraid"

(Matt, 28:5); but Jesus says
"Don't be afraid" in Matthew 9:
31; 14:27; 17:7; . and "Do not be
afraid" in Matthew 28:10 after His
resurrection. There is no indica-
tion in the Greek that Jesus was
less formal than the angel on these
occasions, or more formal after
His resurrection. A distinction is
introduced in t h e translation,
which has no warrant in the orig-
inal.

THE N.I.V. OFFERED AS A
"STANDARD VERSION"

The news releases issued by the
promoters make it clear that it
is their aim "to produce a trans-
lation which will be used as a
standard v ersio n in churches
throughout America and in any
English-speaking churches abroad.
Only with One version in common
use in our churches will Bible me-
morization flourish, will those in
the pew follow in their own Bibles
the reading of Scripture, will uni-
son readings be possible, will Bible
teachers be able to interpret with
maximum success the Biblical text
Word by word and p hr a se by
phrase to their students."

However, there are serious ob-
stacles to the general adoption of
this version, in which there are
many hundreds of omissions and
alterations in the text. The adop-
tion of the N.I.V. by congregations
and individuals who continue to
use the Westminister Confession
of Faith as their "doctrinal bas-
is," and who instruct young people
with the aid of the Larger and
Shorter Catechisms, is likely to
lead to the amendment of these
standards to conform with the new
version. The proof texts in the Con-
fession of Faith and Catechisms
are all from the King James Ver-
sion. A representative list of just
20 verses in which there are omis-
sions or other alterations in the
N.I.V. would involve 22 changes in
the Scripture texts accompanying
the Confession of Faith. 32 in the
Larger Catechism, and 12 in the
(Continued on page 7, column 3)



Selfishness with much can do little, -bit love with little can do much.
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THESSALONIKI, Greece (EP).
Thousands of people have been
holding all night vigils in and out-
side a Greek Orthodox church here
where an icon of the Virgin Mary
has been reported to be "weep-
ing." Many of the people, attract-
ed by the report, believe that a
"miracle" has taken place.
Some scientists who have ex-

amined the painting think that the
"tears" on the face of the Virgin
Inay be a result of a drying-out
process in the wood of the icon.
Meanwhile, some newspapers

here have condemned the priests
of the church for placing extra
collection boxes in and around the
church to collect funds from the
Pious people who come to see the
painting.

* * *

WASHINGTON (EP) — The Bap-
tist Joint Committee on Public
Affairs has voted to support a law-
suit filed by the American Bap-
tist Churches in the U.S.A. and
the American Civil Liberties Un-
ion against the city of Philadelphia
for its announced intention to pay
for a costly altar where Pope John
Paul Ii celebrated mass on Octo-
ber 3.
Controversy over the Philadel-

phia portion of Pope John Paul's
U.S. visit erupted when Mayor
Frank Rizzo announced the city
would pick up the whole tab for
expenses incurred, including the
large altar where the Pope cele-
brated mass before hundreds of
thousands of participants and spec-
tators. Two Philadelphia taxpay-
ers, including American Baptist
minister Mary Anne Forehand, fil-
ed suit in a federal district court
challenging the use of public mon-
ey for the altar.

While voting to give its staff au-
thority to lend -all appropriate
support" to the lawsuit, the Bap-
(fist Joint Committee action also
expressed a welcome to Pope John
Paul and acknowledged specifical-
ly the appropriateness of spending
Public money for all necessary
Public •safety precautions during
the visit.

* * *

NEW YORK (EP)—The names
of men convicted of patronizing
Prostitutes will be broadcast by
the city-Owned radio station,
WNYC, on a new program called
the "John Hour," says New York
City's Mayor Edward Koch. He
said the broadcasting of patron's
names will be similar to the early
American practice of subjecting
lawbreakers to public display and
scorn by placing them in the wood-
en devices called stocks.
"That was a deterrent because

Who wants to be in stocks," May-
or Koch said. -But we're not al-
lowed to put people in stocks any-
more. So instead, what I'm go-

ing to do is to focus public at-
tention by putting their names in
stocks—meaning reliorting them
on the radio and hopefully the
newspapers will put their names
iIi stocks by putting them in
Print."

* *

MOSCOW (EP) — What do you
do in an officially atheist country
When a growing number of your
Youthful citizens begin openly to
display various Christian sym-
bols?
Call it a "craze," and urge a re-

newed anti-religion campaign.

Komsomolskaya Pravda, mouth-
Piece of Komsomol, the Commu-
nist Party youth organization in
the Soviet Union, took note recent-

ly of what it called "the craze
among our young people" to wear
crucifixes around their necks and
to sport Jesus T-shirts.

The Komsomol paper said that
Young boys and girls questioned
about their latest "religious" pro-
clivity replied that they were
told, "Everybody wears them. It's
the latest fashion."

In a revealing comment the
Communist youth organ, noted
that "churchgoing is spreading

among the young" in the USSR.

This, said the paper, calls for

yet another campaign "to dis-

I:1

suede the young from doing so."
* *

WASHINGTON (EP) — Charles
A. Trentham, the twice-divorced
pastor of President Carter's
church, is involved on a con-
troversy with his board of deacons
which voted against reviewing his
contract when it expires next Feb-
ruary. The 27-11 vote of the board
of deacons must be ratified by
the congregation as a whole before
the recommendation can take ef-
fect. A congregational meeting to
discuss the matter has been sched-
uled for Nov. 28.

Bill McBeath, chairman of the
board, was reported to have dis-
sented vigorously when the vote
was taken. He offered his own
resignation, saying he could not in
good conscience present the rec-
ommendation to the congregation.
But only eight deacons would
agree to accept Mr. McBeath's
resignation.
The vote followed a recommend-

ation by the deacons' pastoral staff
committee that the 60-year-old
pastor be terminated. Reasons
cited included his two divorces
and what the committee described
as his "prior judgment by be-
coming involved •with a young
woman of the congregation who is
also divorced" and who reportedly
came to him for counselling.
Trentham told Baptist Press,

the news service of the Southern
Baptist Convention, that the 26-
year old woman in question "nev-
er sought and never received coun-
selling" from him. "I am not a
philanderer," he declared. Frank
McAnear. moderator of the con-
gregation, told the Washington
Post that "no one has ever ac-
cused him (Trentham) of any vio-
lation of morals." He supported
the pastor's denial of improp-
riety.

* * *

SANTA BARBARA, Calif. (EP)
—"We are going back and picking
up on a biblical practice that's
been largely forgotten in today's
church—discipline," Peter Gill-
quist, presiding bishop of the
Evangelical Orthodox Church, told
a group of pastors here last week.
"Years ago, the Presbyterians

used tokens for admitting only the
faithful to communion, the Meth-
odists had tickets, the Roman
Catholics practiced excommunica-
tion, and most denominations de-
frocked errant clergy. But we've
somehow forgotten in our time
what the Scriptures teach about
Church discipline."
Mr. Gillquist went on to say

churches in the new denomination
have had to excommunicate some
persistent offenders in sins rang-
ing from adultery to deliberate and
repeated factiousness. Asked how
the penitents have responded, Mr.
Gillquist said it ranged from genu-
ine repentance to increased rebel-
lion and even retribution.
Mr. Gillemist further noted that

many churchmen and pastors
have applauded and officially hon-
ored their courage to discipline
those who sin. "The place we're
catching the flack is from free-
floating independents with no
real commitment to the historic
Church, and from a few self-ap-
pointed cult-busting types who
quiver any time they hear the
word 'authority.' "

*

WASHINGTON (EP) — Though
the church is a "polite captive
of the state, it shows signs of
breaking away from dogmas and
practices which separate it frqm
human need, a Detroit congress-
man told participants in a Relig-
ious Liberty Conference,

U.S. Rep. John Conyers Jr.. D.-
Mich., said he has "serious
doubts" that the church in the
United States is independent. If
that is true, he went on, "it follows
that it is exceedingly difficult to
go as far as it wants" in changing
the status quo.

* *

CINCINNATI (EP) — "We did
our best," said Uganda's Cardinal
Emmanuel Nsubuga, but prudence

placed some limits on church pro-
tests against the bloody excesses of
deposed Uganda leader Idi Atnin.
Mare vigorous local and foreign

opposition to actions by the Idi
Amin regime might have made a
bad situation worse, he said. Even
the cardinal's protest against dese-
cration of the blessed Sacrament by
Mr. Amin':s soldiers drew a virtual
death threat. "Those leaders, if
they are fanatics, they go on with
their plans. You cannot stop
them."
Cardinal Nsubuga was in Cincin-

nati on a U.S. tour to raise funds
for the rehabilitation of Uganda.
Uganda needs millions immediate-
ly for medicine, clothing and blank-
ets, and foOd following the civil
war which drove Mr. Amin from
power this year. Looting and kill-

iug continue, even as the second
post - Amin civilian government
tries to consolidate its power, he
said. No one can be sure whether
Amin followers or Tanzanian liber-
ators are the villians, he added.

* * *

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla. (EP)
—A Southern Baptist pastor and
his wife. Richard and Marilyn
Douglass, were shot to death Oct.
15 during what may have been a
robbery of their rural home near
Okarche, about 20 miles north-
west of Oklahoma City.
The Douglasses were both pro-

nounced dead at the scene. Their
two teen-aged children underwent
surgery in Oklahoma City. Leslie,
a 13-year-old daughter, and Beooks,
a 16-year-old son, were listed in
"stable condition" at Deaconess
Hospital in Oklahoma City.
According to unconafirmed re-

ports by a deacon of Putnam City
Baptist Church, Douglass, pastor
of the church since 19:2, appar-
ently answered the door about 8
p.m. at his home. Two men asked
for assistance. It's not known
whether the men asked to enter
or forced their way in, the deacon
said.

All four family members were
bound and gagged. Mr. and Mrs.
Douglass were shot in the head.
Leslie was shot two or three
times and Brooks once. Leslie
managed to get loose and untie
her brother. The two drove to a
physician's home in ,Okarche ,
where the doctor notified auth-
orities, police confirmed.
The Do.oglasses are former

Southern Baptist missionaries to
Equatorial Brazil. Appointed in
1968, they were language stud-
ents in Campinas, 1969-70. From
1970 until their resignations in
1972, they did evangelistic work in
Belem, Para, Brazil. Douglass,
43, an Oklahoma native, was a
graduate of Oklahoma Baptist Uni-
versity and Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary. He was
pastor of churches in Oklahoma,
Wyoming and Texas before mis-
sionary appointment.

We,

International Version
(Continued from page six)

Shorter Catechism.
The N.I.V.. however, is not a

denominational Bible, but is pre-
sented as a truly ecumenical pro-
ject. The preface explains that the
inclusion of participants from An-
glican. Assemblies of God. Bap-
tist, Christian Reformed, Church
of Christ, Evangelical Free Luth-
eran, Mennonite, Methodist, Naea-
retie, Pres.byterian, Wesleyan, and
other churches "helped to safe-
guard the translation from sectar-
ian bias." Two of the news releas-
es also stated that criticism
Would be inviSed from outside
scholars — "By no me a ns will
these be confined to Protestant
scholars. Jewish and Roman Cath-
olic scholars and even atheistic ex-
perts will be invited to give us
their criticisms.''
The preface affirms that all who

actnally worked on the translation
acknowledged "the authority and
infaribility of the Bible as God's
Word in written form." but no mm-
Lion is made of. the inspiration
which underlies the authority and

An important statement was
made in the news release issued
in April 1969: "For many years
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those who hold a high view of the
Bible have failed to put forth an
all-out effort to give to English
readers a translation of the Bible
which represents the best docu-
mented text, the most accurate
translation, and the best literary
style for effective communication.
It is the aim of the Committee to
work for these results." The new
version does not satisfy these cri-
teria. The text underlying the N.
I.V. is not "the best documented
text," for in many passages it has
the support of only a small minor-
ity of the manuscripts. The trans-
lation is not "the most accurate,"
for m any passages are para-
phrased rather than translated.
The version is not in the best
style f o r communication, for in
many instances the simple vocab-
ulary of the K.J.V. has been re-
placed by more difficult words,
and there are other literary de-
ficiences. In these and other re-
spects the translation falls short
of its aims.
(QUARTERLY RECORD of Trin-

itarian Bible Society, July-Aug..
1979).

Hallirnan Continues
(Continued from nage one,

ing in grace now and are able to
detect and steer clear of heresy.
This was put to a test while I (v.as
away. Several years ago one of
the then young Christians left this
area for the coast and has spent
several years working around the
coastal areas and about 5 years
in one place. At the place where
he had spent 5 years, a Jehovah
Witness started paying him vis-
its and soon had the fellow coming
over to his house for Bible study.
Just before I left last April to
come home, this fellow came
back to this area to stay and I
noted that he was pretty well con-
taminated with the J. W. heresy.

Soon after I left, this fellow
started to Nvork on several of the
preachers here trying to promote
this heresy, but he was soon told
that what he was trying to teach
them was not according to the
Bible, therefore it could not be
Baptist Doctrine. As soon as I got
back, they told me about it and
while they did 'not know what
brand of heresy it was, they knew
that it was heresy. The fellow
did not even get off first base in
trying to teach these preachers
this heresy for they detected that
it was not truth right away and
simply told him to stop his at-
tempts to change them.
Just today, another fellow was

in my house talking about what
he called the Protestant Baptist
where he had been working for
several years. He said he got so
hungry for church fellowship and
preaching that he decided to try
the Baptist Church in the coastal
town where he was working. This
(Baptist Church) was started by
the Australian Baptist Union even
worse, if posAbe, than the South-
ern Baptist Convention of Amer-
ica. He was telling me how they
would try to coax him to take the
Lord's Supper (Communion to
them) with them, and Ne.v when
he would refuse, that they would
even resort to embarrassing
tactics to try to persuade him,
but he stood firm and refused al-
though he was the only professing
Christian, whether Baptist or not,

Missionary To
New Guinea

Ed. Fred T. Hailimcra

FR111) 1. etAa....iMAN

Send your otterings for the sup-
port of Brother Fred T. Hallimaa
to:
New Guinea Missions
c/o Calvary Baptist Church
P. O. Box 71
Ashland, Kentucky 41101
Be sure to state that the offer-

ing is for the mi,sion work
New Guinea. Do not say that 11
is for missions as this will only
be confusing since we have atlas
mission works.
Write Brother Halliman fre-

quently. His address is.

ELDER FRED T. HALLIMAN
Sovereign Grace Baptist Mission
P.O. Box 19, Ko.oba, via Mendi
Papua, New Guinea.

that would net join in and eat
with them. He also said he was so
embarrassed at times at this
Protestant Baptist Church that he
would have to get up and leave
due to the women taking over the
services.

Beloved, the above seems to be
pretty good evidence to me that
my preaching and teaching here
has not been altogether in vain.
It should be an encouragement to
you also that support this work,
that what you are supporting is a
Baptist work and that while these
folk may otherwise be primitive
and for the most part ignorant
bush people, when it comes to the
Word of God, they are not "ignor-
ant -brethren." In a number of
cases in Paul's letters to the vari-
ous churches he would start off
by saying, "I would not have you
to be ignorant brethren concern-
ing . . ." etc., etc. Beloved, I am
happy to report that among other
thing s the churches here are
growing in grace and the know-
ledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Another thing that I am happy
to report about is the apparent fine
progress being made by the Bible
School on the Mission Station. The
School is operating as a full-time
school averaging about 32 hours a
week in actual class-room work.
They have a test each week to
keep tab on their progress. We
are planning on qule an expansion
of the school by the starting of
1980. And while our plans are
nothing like complete at this writ-
ing, it is quite possible that we
will operate the school beginning
(Continued on page 8. column 3)

READY AT LAST!
We are happy to offer our readers the new release

of Joe and Kathy Martinez on tape or record. Here
are some songs which are true to the Word of God and
Sung bv two people who believe the doctrines our paper
has taught for tnany years. The songs are as follows OD
side 1: "Jesus- Christ, the Lord of Glory," "Oh, Give

Thanks Unto the Lord," "The Captain of My Son1,"
"Love the Lord," "The Good Shepherd," and "Vessel

of Honor." On side 2 the songs are: "Gotta Get a Move
On," "Until That Glorious' Din..." "I'll Take Mv Cares

to Jesus." "The Gospel," and "Tis Sweet to Die."

33 RPM Record   $5.00

Cassette Tape   $5.00

"Kv. residents, please add state sales tax, plus postage

ORDER FRONI

Calvary Baptist Church Book Store
P. 0. BOX 71 — ASHLAND, KENTUCKY 41161



The more prayerful a man is, the more practical his religion will be.

shoulders shook him, and said, "0
son, what a black story you have
to tell! But God says, "The blood
of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from all sin.' "
The man said, "Thank you, very

92.7 much. Pray for me, I am coming
1130 to church tomorrow night."
101.7 Finney went about his business.
1530 The next morning about seven o'-
1060 clock the saloon man started across
1540 the street out of his office. His
1060 necktie was awry. His face was
962: dusty and sweaty and tear-stained.

He was shaking and rocking as
though he were drunk. But let us
go back to that room. He had tak-
en that swivel chair and smashed
the mirror, the fireplace, the desk,
and the other chairs. He had
smashed the partition on each side.
Every bottle and barrel and bar
mirror in that saloon was shat-
tered and broken up. The sawdust
was swimming ankle-deep in a
terrible mixture of beer, gin, whis-
key, and wine. In the gambling es-
tablishment the tables smashed,
the dice and cards were in the fire-
place smoldering. He staggered
across the street, walked up the
stairs of his home, and sat down
heavily in the chair in his room.
His wife called the little girl. "Mag-
gie, run upstairs and tell Daddy
breakfast is ready." The girl walk-
ed slowly up the stairs. Half afraid,
she stood in the door and said,
"Daddy, Mamma said breakfast
was ready to come down."
"Maggie, darling, Daddy doesn't

want any breakfast."
That little girl didn't walk; she

just flew down the stair. "Mamma,
Daddy said, 'Maggie, darling,' and
he didn't"
"Maggie, you don't understand.

You go back upstairs and tell
Daddy to come down." Maggie
went back upstairs with the mother
following her. The man looked up
as he heard the child's step, spread
his knees out, and said, "Maggie,
come here."
Shy, frightened, in a tremble,

the little girl walked up to him.
He lifted her, put her on his knee,
pressed his face against her breast
and wept. The wife standing in the
door, didn't know what had hap-
pened. After awhile he noticed her
and said, "Wife, come here."
He sat her on his other knee,

threw his big man's arms around
those two whom he loved, whom
he had so fearfully abused, low-
ered •his face between them, and
sobbed until the room almost shook
with the impact of his emotion.
After some minutes, he con-

trolled himself, looked up into the
faces of his wife and girl and
said: "Wife, daughter, you needn't
be afraid of me any more, God has
brought you a new man, a new
Daddy home today."
That same night that man, his

wife, their child, walked down the
aisle in the church, gave their
hearts to Christ, and joined the
church.
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(English time)

Ceiear Channel t319 metres

Watts:
3000 FM
2500 AM
3000 FM
1000 AM
10000 AM
1000 AM
2500 AM
50000 AM

Unusual Experience
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ten."
"You said, "The blood of Jesus

Christ cleanses us from all sins."
Finney said, "Yes, God says so."
The man said, "Brother Finney,

see this revolver? It- has killed
four people. It is mine. Two of
them were killed by me, two of
thern-by my bartender in a brawl
in my saloon. Is there hope for a
man like me?"
Finney said, "The blood of Jesus

Christ cleanseth us from all sin."
The man said, "Brother Finney,

another question. In the back of
this partition is a saloon. I own it.
We sell every kind of liquor to any-
body who comes along. Many,
many times I have taken the last
penny out of a man's pocket, let-
ting his wife and children go hun-
gry. Many times women have
brought their babies here and plead
with me not to sell any more booze
to their husbands, but I have driven
them out and kept right on sell-
ing. Is there hope for a man like
me?"
Finney s a i d, "God says, 'The

blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin."
"Another question, Brother Fin-

ney. In back of this other partition
is a gambling joint, and it is as
crooked as sin, as crooked as Sat-
an. There isn't a decent wheel in
the whole place. It is all loaded and
crooked. A man leaves the saloon
with some money left in his pocket,

and we take his money away from
him in there. Men have gone out of
that gambling place to commit sui-
cide when their money and per-
haps entrusted funds were all gone.
Is there any hope for a man like
me?"

Finney said, "God says, 'The
blood of Jesus Christ his Son clean.
seth us from all sin.' "
"One more question, and I will

let you go. When you walk out of
this alley you turn to the right
toward the street and you will see
a two-story brown stone house. It
is my home. I own it. My wife is
there, and my 11. year - old child,
Margaret. Thirteen years ago I
went to New York on business. I
met a beautiful girl. I lied to her.
I told her I was a stock broker,
and she married me. I brought her
here and when she found out my
business it broke her heart. I have
made life a hell on earth for her. I
have come home drunk, beaten
her, abused her, locked her out,
made her life more miserable than
that of any brute beast. About a
month ago I went home one night
drunk, mean, miserable. My wife
got in the way somehow, and I
started beating her. My daughter
threw herself between us. I slap-
ped that girl across the face and
knocked her against a red hot
stove. Her arm is burned from
shoulder to wrist. It will never look
like anything decent. Brother Fin-
ney, is there hope for a man like
me?"
Finney got hold of that man's
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1980 in two languages, i.e. English
and Neo-Melinesian, with quite an
increase in enrollment.
We want to build up a good li-

brary of sound Baptist books for
the school. If any of you have a
book or books that you would like
to give for this library, then
please send them on. If you do
this, make sure you have the

Zip Code
book or books either Registered

  or Insured. Any .kind of a book
will do, just so long as it is a

  basically sound book. There will no
doubt be duplications, but that
won't make any difference as in
that case we will give out the ex-
tra ones to individuals after
the school library has been stocked.
If you haven't any books at all to
send and still want to do so, I sug-
gest that you buy one or more

  from the Book Store operated by
Calvary Baptist Church or from

Zip Code_   some other source of your own
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GIVE US READERS
We Will Give Them The Truth

Some of you that read this
might work where they make ball
point pens that you could get very
cheap that could be used for our
school here—both red and either
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The Lord's Church
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until they had been immersed into one of the hated Anabaptist
Churches of that day. But we must not forget that all this had
been predestinated. What would have happened to the prophecy
found in the letter to Sardis if all those people had been int.
mersed into the Lord's churches? We must remember that God
said in Isaiah 46:11, "I have spoken it, I will also bring it to
pass." He had spoken the prophecy found in this letter, so now
it was His responsibility to see to it that it be fulfilled. He had
said those churches would come out dead, and that is just ex-
actly what they did. How can a dead thing bring forth a living
thing?

We hear a lot of squawks out of the founders of Protestan-
tism on the subject of justification by faith, but not even a tiny
squeak on the subject of our identification with Christ in His
death, burial, resurrection and ascension. We see a lot of baptis-
ing being done by them, but never very much water. Verse 2 of
this letter really means that God has not found anything finished':
that these churches started. They had made a wonderful start'
when they came out of Catholicism, but they had never finished
anything that they had started. Therefore, they are just plain re•
jects. Our Lord threatens to come upon them as a thief, but in
I Thessalonians 5:4, He tells His people that His coming will not
mertake them as a thief. The reason for that is that His people
are looking for Him to come at any time. It just may he that
His coming may be as a thief to our post-trib brethren, simply
because they are not looking for Him to come at any moment.
According to the REDBOOK magazine of August 1961. 56 per-
cent of the young preachers in the seminaries did not believe in
the Virgin Birth, 71 percent did not believe in a real Heaven
or a real Hell, 98 percent did not believe in the innnortality of
the soul, and 99 percent of them did not believe that our Lord
is coming back to this earth. Most of those young preachers of
that day are, no doubt, pastors of churches today. So what are
they preaching? Then our Lord says to the church at Sardis,
"Thou host a few names even in Sardis which have not defiled
their garments." Even though these few saints are in the dead
churches, He says, "I will not blot out his name out of the
book of life." How wonderful!

(Continued next week)

black or blue ink. Some may have
access to cheap exercise books or
any other equipment that could
be used in a school of this type.
Whatever you have and want to
send or would want to get
and send, then do so and we will
put it to use here.

It might be that some individual
or church would want to buy a
class-room or one of the two or
more dormitories that we expect
to put up—maybe a desk or sev-
eral, a black board, a lamp and
kerosene for our night classes, a
box of chalk, some firewood to
help keep the students warm at
night (it gets cold here at night
and fire is needed), some rice to
supplement their diet, especially
until we can get sort of self-suf-
ficient by way of food. Perhaps
some cooking pots to cook the
food in, maybe a blanket for a
student to help keep warm as they
sleep, a shovel for a student to
use in making a garden instead of
a digging stick.

Beloved, it is quite obvious that
you would not be buying a class-
room, dormitory, desk and a host
of these other things listed, and
sending them here. However, if you

would like to buy any one or sever-
al of these things and do not want
to bother about sending them, we
can either make or buy any or all
of them here in P.N.G., if we have
the necessary funds. If the Lord
gives you a special burden to
have a part in this Bible School
and you either cannot or would
not want to purchase it back
there, just send any amount that
you desire and designate what
you wish your money used for,
i.e. a stick of fire wood, a bag of
rice, a class-room, etc., etc., to
Calvary Baptist Church and they
will send it on to me and I will
use the money as you wish. If you
do not want to do any of these
and just want to send something
for the school to be used for what
I feel that is necessary for the
school then I'll do my best to use
the funds for whatever I feel the
school needs the most at the time
the money is received.

There are many other things
that we could report on at this
time, but we feel that we have
taken up enough space in the
paper and will have another
article for you real soon. May the
Lord bless each of you.

CALVARY

P.O. Box 71
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able now   $5.95
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