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JOHN DID NO MIRACLE
Elder FRANK ELLERKER

Hollywood, Florida

Miracles can never be offered
as evidence that a minister is
preaching the truth. Our Lord said
that John the Baptist was the
greatest of all the prophets, that
his ministry was characterized by
the power and spirit of Elijah,
Yet it is recorded in Scripture that
"John did no miracle: but all
things that John spake of this
man (Jesus Christ) were true"
(John 10:41).

'ERGON NOT SEMEION'
"If I do not the works (ERGA)

of my Father, believe me not. But
if I do, though ye believe not me,
believe the works: that ye may
know, and believe, that the Father
is in me, and I in him" (John 10:
37-38). The modern Pentacostalist
draws no distinction between
"Miracles" and "Works." He con-
veniently marries two statements
and uses them as a foundation
upon which to build a maze of
false doctrine. The word "Work"
is translated from the Greek
ERGON, while the word "Mir-
acle" is from the word "SEME-
ION." Works can include miracles,
but they are by no means one and
the same. In the tenth chapter of
John, our Lord appeals to His
works (ERGA), not His miracles
(SEMEIA), as the convincing reas-
on to substantiate His claims of

deity and eternality with the Fath-
er.
We do not believe in Christ be-

cause of the miracles He per-
formed, but rather we believe in
the miracles because of the power
which performed them. We must

bear in mind that miracles are re-
stricted in Scripture to God's sov-
ereign choice of "time," "place,"
and "design." Miracles were to be
an accompanying sign SEME1A

(John 20:30) to the nation of Is-

rael that Christ was Messiah.

When the messengers of John the

A FATHER'S
PRAYER

By DOUGLAS McARTHUR

Build me a Son, 0 Lord, who
will be strong enough to know

'When he is weak, and brave

enough to face himself when he
Is afraid; one who will be proud

end unbending in honest defeat,

and bumble and gentle in victory.

Build me a son whose wishbone

Will not be where his backbone

abould be; a son who will know

Thee and that to know himself is

the foundation stone of knowledge.

Lead him, I pray, not in the

path of ease and comfort, but

under the stress and spur of dif-

ficuities and challenge. Here let

him learn to stand up in the

storm; here let him learn corn-

Passion for those who fail.

Build me a son whose heart will

be dear, whose goal will be high;

a ass who will master himself be-

fore he seeks to master other

men; one who will learn to laugh,

Set sever forget how to weep;

one who will reach into the fu-

sture, yet never forget the past.

And after all these things are

his, add I pray, enough of a sense

of humor, so that he may always

be serious, yet never take him-

self too seriously. Give him hu-

mility, so that he may always re-

member the simplicity of true

greatness, the open mind of true

wisdom, the meekness of trtfe

strength.
Then I, his father, will dare to

whisper, "I have not lived in

vain."

Baptist ask our Lord. "Art thou he
that should come or do we look for
another?" Our Lord substantiates
His claims of Messiahship by ap-
pealing to the sum total of His
ministry, "Teaching," "Power,"
"Wonders" and "Signs." "Then
Jesus answering said unto them,
Go your way, and tell John what
things ye have seen and heard;
how that the blind see, the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised, to
the poor the gospel is preached"
(Luke 7:22). The Bible indicates
that a miracle is characterized by
"power" (DUNAMES1N), "wond-
ers" (TERASIN) a n d "signs"
(SEMEIONS.) Peter points to the
whole ministry of Christ when he
says, "Ye men of Israel, hear
these words. Jesus of Nazareth, a
man approved of God among you
by miracles (DUNAMESIN) and
wonders (TERASIN) and signs
(SEREIOIS) which God did by him

in tha midst of you; as ye your-
selves also know" (Acts 2.22).

It is contrary to Biblical expo-
sition and sound reasoning to re-
strict the ministry of Jesus Christ
to miracles alone. Our Saviour's
ministry was characterized by
teaching. Sometimes miracles
were wrought in conjunction with
that teaching, but His miracles
were no where identified as the in-

strument or vehicle which brings
an individual into a state of re-
generation or the exercise of re-
pentance toward God.

EXAMINE THE SOURCE
Scripture makes it abundantly

clear that Satan and his cohorts

Elder FRANK ELLERKER

have been performing miracles
for thousands of years now. When
Almighty God sent Moses to se-
(Continue-1 an pdge 3, column 1)

-THE DUTY OF PRAYER
ARTHUR W. PINK

(1886 - 1952)

"Men ought always to pray, and
not to faint" (Luke 18:1).

In these words the Lord Jesus
emphasized an aspect of prayer
which is very rarely contemplated,
and little understood. The Saviour

ARTHUR W. PINK

here shows us that prayer belongs
to the realm of oughtness. Prayer
is something more than a blessed
privilege, it is a pressing duty. It
is not optional, but obligatory. It is

*—*—*—* it—mr *—Z *-1*. * —11E-1X—*—W *—* *

naptist
X X—X—X X

not only a channel of grace, but a
binding responsibilty. And this, not
simply when we feel in the mood,
but "always"!

The Old Testament shows plain-
ly that one cause of God's punish-
ing the wicked is their prayerless-
ness: "Pour out Thy wrath upon
the heathen that have not known
Thee, and upon the kingdoms that
have not called upon Thy name"
(Ps. 79:6) Daniel ascribes the
evil which came upon the Jews as
partly due to their neglect of pray-
er: "All this evil is come upon us:
yet made we not our prayer before
the Lord our God, that we might
turn from our iniquities, and un-
derstand Thy truth. Therefore
hath the Lord watched upon the
evil, and brought it upon us: for
the Lord our God is righteous in
all His works" (Dan. 9:13-14). Who
then can doubt that God's chest-
enings today, both in individual
Christians and of churches, is due
to the same cause! He changes
not, neither do the principles of
His righteous government.

God requires that we should ac-
knowledge our dependence upon

(Continued on page 7, column 4)

THE LORD'S CHURCH
BY E. G. COOK — Birmingham, Alabama

CHAPTER XIV

Before closing our study of the Lord's church may we

look at some of the doctrines that belittle and casts a reflection

upon her. First, I wish to study one of the false doctrines that

so many Baptists have fallen for. Protestants must have it in

order to justify their existence, but Baptists have absolutely no

need for it. Still it has become very popular among Baptists in

the last few years. During the first some two hundred years of

the church's history there just was no place for a universal in-

visible church. It was not so much as dreamed of during that

time. There was only one kind of church during that time in

church history. But as time went on, and old Satan got involved

in the church building business, this God-dishonoring, abomin-

able thing came on the scene. The Catholic Church claims to be

the oldest church in the world. And many Baptists who have not

been taught the truth concerning the Catholic Church have

fallen for their lie. In fact, so many Baptists in high places

teach this damnable thing either through ignorance, or else

through their hatred of the truth.

As much as we have come to love the word "church" be-

cause of the meaning that we give to it, it is pathetic that it

ever came on the scene. Every person you meet will readily tell

you that he knows what the word means. But when you ask for

a definition, one gives you one thing, another gives another

thing, and still another wilt give you an altogether different

meaning. That is why the old devil wanted this word in the

ecclesiastical vocabulary. He knew there was just no way for

hint to twist the word that our Lord and His disciples used in

(Continued on page 3, columns 1, 2)

THE KING JAMES VERSION
By Homer A. Kent. Jr., Pres.
Grace Theological Seminary

and Grace College
Winona Lake, Indiana

The King James Version, trans-
lated in A.D. 1611 and "Author-
ized" by the king of England to be
read in the churches of his realm,
has blessed the hearts of millions
of English readers. The present
century, however, has witnessed
the production of scores of new
versions, and the end is not in
sight. Some of these are rather
casual, one-man efforts, more
paraphrase than translation, but
others are major undertakings
performed by groups of outstand-
ing scholars (many of them thor-
oughly evangelical) with the bene-
fit of extended consultation and
generous financing.

Partly because of this bewilder-
ing array of new translations,
there have recently appeared
tracts, pamphlets, and even a few
books vigorously defending the
King James Version and practical-
ly anathematizing all others as
liberal plots to undermine the
Word of God. Some Christians are
led to imagine that the King
James Version possesses a sanct-
ity that makes it unique among
the others. A brief review of the
situation would seem to be in or-
der.

WHAT DO WE MEAN
BY INSPIRATION?

Evangelical Christians use the
word "inspiration" in a special
sense in relation to the Bible. The
term is drawn from 2 Timothy
3:16, "All scripture is given by in-
spiration of God." Most scholars
recognize that this translation is

axaminer lutjt/
A Sermon by Milburn Cockrell 0.043.43„facKle,ctit

THE CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA
(Preached

"And to the angel of the church
in Philadelphia write; These things
saith he that is holy, he that is
true, he that hath the key of Dav-
id, he that openeth, and no man
shutteth; and shutteth, and no
man openeth; I know thy works:
behold, I have set before thee an
open door, and no man can shut
it; for thou hast a little strength,
and hast kept my word, and hast
not denied my name. Behold, I
will make them of the synagogue
of Satan, which say they are Jews,
and are not, but do lie; behold, I
will make them to come and wor-

on the Independent Saptest Hour November

ship before thy feet, and to know
that I have loved thee. Because
thou hast kept the word of my pa-
tience, I also will keep thee from
the hour of temptation, which shall
come upon all the world, to try
them that dwell upon the earth.
Behold, I come quickly: hold that
fast which thou hast, that no man
take thy crown. Him that over-
cometh will I make a pillar in the
temple of my God, and he shall go
no more out: and I will write
upon him the name of my God,
and the name of the city of my
God, which is new Jerusalem,

23, 1979)

which corneth down out of Heaven
from my God: and I will write
upon him my new name. He that
hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches"
(Rev 3:7-13).
The church at Philadelphia was

the opposite of the church at Sar-
dis. The Lord Jesus had no com-
mendation for the Sardis Church,
and nothing but commendation for
the Philadelphia Church. The
Church in this lesson was a strong
and sound church in the first cen-
tury. It might be considered an
(Continued on page 2, column 1)

inadequate, but the word is so
firmly entrenched in our theolog-
ical language that the Only course
open is to explain its special mean-
ing. A very literal rendering would
be, "All Scripture is Godbreath-
ed." Alva J. McClain expressed it
this way: "To say that all Scrip-
ture is inspired of God is to say
that all Scripture is the direct pro-
duct of the creative breath of
God."

When speaking of "inspiration"
regarding the Bible, we use the
term in two ways. The first of
these is indicated in 2 Timothy 3:
16, which describes the Scriptures
themselves as "given by inspir-
ation of God." What was "God-
breathed" was actually written by
the Biblical writers. Technically
speaking, this quality of inspir-
ation applies only to the original
documents (that is, the auto-
graphs), not to any Copies made
from them nor to any translations
made of them. All subsequent cop-
ies or translations are "inspired"
(Continued on page 6, column 2)

PRE-TEENS
AND DRUGS

A Denver girl took an unknOwn
drug at school and went berserk.
She was taken to a neighborhood
health center; but finding the
place unbearable, she crashed
through a window and fled. Her
mother and doctors followed her
home and found her in the bed-
room perched atop the dresser,
hysterically pleading with her
mother to kill her.
The girl is a nine-year-old

student at an elementary school!
Police and school authorities say

that drug use in grade schools is
on the increase. Elementary chil-
dren often smoke grass out of
curiosity. By the time they reach
junior high they are hooked.
One veteran officer declared, "It

used to be quite a bust if you
would catch a guy with one mari-
juana cigarette. People used to
spend time in the penitentiary for
having one marijuana cigarette. It
wasn't until the professional pers-
on's kid got involved with the stuff
that the laws got more lenient.
Now it's overwhelming. Every-
where you go the kids are using
it—concerts, sp'orting events, right
on down to the grade schools."
Recent government research es-

timates more than 4 million Amer-
ican youths between 11 and 17 use
marijuana regularly. In far too
many schools the 3 R's are "Read-
in', Ritin', and Reefer.-
God help us!

—Baptist Times
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Phfladelphia Church
(Continued from page one

'ideal church," or a church "high-
ly favored" by Christ. Others
would call it "the church of broth-
erly love," .seeing this is the
meaning of the word "Philadel-
phia."

THE CHURCH (v. 7)
The time of the founding of this

church is as unknown as is its
founder. Most likely the church at
Philadelphia was the fruit of the
missionary labors of Paul or some
of his co-workers. All we can be
certain of is the existence of a
Sound church there in A.D. 96
when Christ sent this epistle to
them.
History records that the Phil-

adelphia Church outlasted t h e
other six. Title historian Gibbon
;speaks of "Philadelphia alone"
surviving "by prophecy or by
eourage.•' Christians are still
found in 'hi; old city today who be-
long to the Greek Church. I am
told there is a bishop of Philadel-
phia as well as several churches.

THE CITY (v. 7)
The city of Philadelphia was lo-

cated 15 miles from Smyrna and
28 miles southeast of Sardis. It
was situated in the plain of Her-
mits about midway between the
river of that name and the termin-
ation of Mount Tmolus. The city
was on a hill surrounded with four
flat summits. The country, as
viewed from this hill, was magni-
ficent — gardens and vineyards
were at the back and sides of the
town and before it one of the most
beautiful and extensive plains of
Asia.
The city of Philadelphia was

fotmded in 140 B.C. by the king of
Pergamo.s, Attalus Philadelphus
11, from whom it received its
name. In 133 B.C. the city passed
into the hands of the Romans. It
continued a center oft Christianity
longer than all the other towns of
Asia Aliner. It was finally overrun
by the Turks in A.D. 1392 by the
conqueror Bajazat. Today it still
exists as a Turkish town under the
name of "Allah Shelley," which
means "the city of God." This is
a significant fact when you recall
the promise made to the church:
"I will write upon him . . . the
name of the city of my God."
Philadelphia was well located
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where three great countries joined
together. The lands of Mysia and
Lydia and Phrygia all bordered at
Philadelphia in the apostolic age.
It was "an open door" for trade
on the main road from Smyrna
to the cities of Phrygia. The city
was "a key" to the trade of ex-
tensive regions. Attalus establish-
ed the city to spread the Greek
language and culture to the wild
tribes of interior Phrygia.
The city of Philadelphia was lo-

cated on a flat summit Of a vol-
canic mountain range. Consequ-
ently, the inhabitants were often
subjected to earthquakes and vol-
canic eruptions. After one of its
severest earthquakes in A.D. 17,
the Roman emperor, Tiberius Cae-
sar, rebuilt it like he did Sardis.
In gratitude for this kindness,
Philadelphia renamed their city
"New Caesarea," the new city
of Caesar. The character Of the
emperor so deteriorated that the
people soon regretted the change.

THE CHRIST (v. 7)
The description of Christ in each

of these letters is adapted to the
condition of the church. The Speak-
er addresses Himself to them thus-
ly: "These things saith he that is
holy, he that is true, he that hath
the key of David, he that openeth,
and no man shutteth: and shufteth
and no man openeth."

First, Jesus Christ is called
"holy." This means that His per-
sonal character is essentially
"holy." This epistle belongs ap-
propriately to God, Who alone is
holy (Rev. 15:4). In this term we
behold essential Diety being at-
tributed to the Lord Jesus Christ.
He is that Holy Thing born of a
virgin (Luke 1:35), and the Bible
often ascribes holiness to Him
(Acts 2:27; 3:14). Even in His
human nature He is perfectly
exempt from the least moral taint,
being "holy, harmless, undefled,
and separate from sinners" (Heb.
7:26).
Second, the attribute of truth is

applied to the Saviour. This epi-
thet, like the preceding, is appli-
cable only to the Father, Who only
is true (John 17:3). Here truth is
applied to Christ since Ile is the
expressed image of the Father
(Heb. 1:3). The perfection of truth
is applied to Christ in the New
Testament (John 1:9, 14, 17; 8:40,
45; 14:6; 18:37; I John 5:20). In the
Bible Christ is called the "true"
Bread, the "true" Vine, the "true"
Light, etc.

Third, Christ is said to have
"the key of David." This express-
ion is taken from Isaiah 22:22.
Evidently, what was said of Eliak-
im in the reign of King Hezekiah
is true of Jesus Christ. Elialrim,
a type of Christ, had all the af-
fairs of the kingdom put under his
management. Even so, all auth-
ority and power is vested in the
hands of Jesus Christ. He has pow-
er over all flesh and all authority
on earth and in Heaven. He opens
the kingdom of Heaven to all who
believe. His gospel; He bars the
door of admission against all who
would climb up some other way.

Since it is distinctly said He has
"the key of David," we must also
see in this that Christ has the
crown rights to the throne of David.
This authority He will assume
when the seventh trumpet shall
sound (Rev. 11:15-17), although He
shall not actually sit upon the
throne of His glory until He comes
in His glory (Matt. 25:31). When
Christ returns to the earth He
"will build again the tabernacle
of David, which is fallen down"
(Acts 15:16).

Christ possesses the highest ad-
ministrative powers over His king-
dom and His churches. He does
not share this right with some
earthly church clergy. Peter did
open up the kingdom of Heaven
to the Gentiles by using the keys
Christ gave him, hut Peter left the
door open. If any church on earth
errs in binding and loosing. Christ
overrides their error in human
judgment. He can veto !heir de-
cision. No church or individual can
Open what Christ shuts, nor shut
what He opens.

THE COMMENDATION (v. 8)
The commenlation is given in

verse S: "I knew thy works; be-
hold, I have set before thee an
open door, and no man can shut it:
for thou hast a little strength, and

hast kept my word, and host not
denied my name."
Philadelphia was the church of

"the open door." This door was
not Christ as some have supposed,
seeing He is said to open the door.
This was the door of opportunity
and service, a field of usefulness.
It was not a door of escape. Rath-
er, it was an entrance to a larger
life and a great work for Christ.
The great Head of the church
would have these people to be-
come a missionary base for the
spread of the gospel.
The church did not need to pray

for Christ to open for them some
doors of service. These doors were
already open. It was the business
of the church at Philadelphia to
enter the door Christ had already
opened. Let us not pray for God to
open some doors Of service for us.
Instead, let us pray for God to
open our eyes to the doors which
are already standing wide open.
Let us go in haste through these
doors, for some doors are begin-
ning to close largely due to our
own inactivity.
"Thou hast a little strength."

The language used seems to sug-
gest this church was feeble in

MARTYRS MIRROR
By

THIELEMAN J. VAN BRAGHT
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spiritual life and maybe small in
number. Feebleness is no barrier
in Christ's work. All too many
times strength is a barrier. Isaiah
40:29 declares: "He giveth power
to the faint; and to them that have
no might he increaseth strength."
Christ told the Apostle Paul: "My
grace is sufficient for thee: for my
strength is made perfect in weak-
ness" (II Cor. 12:9).
"Thou ... hast kept my word."

The reality of Christian strength is
manifested by Christian fidelity.
The Philadelphia Church had not
repudiated the Word of God. They
had not gone after modernism.
Any church which loves Christ
obeys and protects His written
Word. Jesus Christ said: "He that
hath my commandments, and
keepeth them, he it is that loveth
me . . . If any man love me, he
will keep my words" (John 14:21,
23). God grant that our modern
churches be like the Philadelphia
Church. How important that we to-
day obey and protect the Word, es-
pecially in a time when so many
are mutilating The Bible and des-
troying men's faith in its auth-
ority.

"Thou . . . hast not denied my
name." When the members of the
church at Philadelphia were
brought before cruel magistrates
in times of persecution, they were
called upon to renounce the name
of Christ publicly. In such awful
times the members of this church
refused to deny or disown the
Person and work of Christ. They
were not ashamed to confess Him
before men even if it meant ridi-
cule or death.

THE CONFIRMATION (v. 9)
Christ promised to cause their

enemies to see how much value
He placed upon this faithful
church: "Behold, I will make
them of the synagogue of Satan,
wtech say they are Jews, and are
not, but do lie; ballot 1, I will make
them to come and worship before
Thy feet, and to know that I have
loved thee."

The enemies of this church were
evidently a Jewish synagogue
which bitterly opposed them. They

were Jews in profession, but not
in practice. They claimed to be
Jews, but they had not the faith
in Christ that Abraham had (Rom.
9;6). They were called "the syna-
gogue of Satan," for all opposition
to the Lord's church is from the
Prince of Darkness. One day these
false teachers will be made to
worship before the feet of -this
church. One day the Lord will vin-
dicate His people and the truth
they have preached. What a glor-
ious privilege New Testament
Baptist churches will have when
all false churches will be made to
recognize them as the bride of
Christ and to worship before their
feet!

THE CONSOLATION (v. 10)
An outstanding compliment is

given the Philadelphia Church in
verse 10: "Because thou hast kept
the word of my patience, I also
will keep thee from the hour of
temptation, which shall come upon
all the world, to try them that
dwell upon the earth." This is an
exhortation to patient continuance
in well doing. By keeping the
Word which enjoined patience,
they could be certain Christ would
keep them out of the universal
trials coming upon the earth.
The time of world-wide trial re-

ferred to is the Great Tribulation.
No local suffering could be said
to"come upon all the world" and
"to try them that dwell upon
earth." Furthermore, a search of
church history fails to reveal any
special visitation of Christ to the
church at Philadelphia in times
past. Therefore, the time of which
Christ speaks must be the Great
Tribulation. Even if there were a
minor fulfillment in the history
of the Philadelphia Church, it
would not preclude the complete
fulfillment reserved for the end'
time. Can Christ not keep His
churches out of the Great Tribu-
lation if He so desires? Has Christ
not clearly expressed His desire to
do So here? The words of Christ
in this passage teach a pre-trib
rapture; they prove Christ will not
merely deliver His churches from
the trial but from the period of
time in which the trial Occurs.

THE CROWN (v. 11)
Verse 11 demonstrates t h e

means by which Christ is to deliv-
er His churches from the period
of world-wide suffering. 'they are
to be delivered out of the Great
Tribulation by the Rapture and
the Judgment Seat of Christ: "Be-
hold, I come quickly: hold that
fast which thou hart, that no man
take thy crown." This is the
speedy and unannounced coming
of Christ from Heaven. Nothing
promotes a church's steadfastness
in the goad profession of Christ's
name any more than the thought
that His coming is at hand.

Those who do not waver in their

Christian profession are to be
crowned by the returning Christ.
The Philadelphia Church was ex-
pected to hold fast to Christ's
Word, Christ's name, Christ's pa-
tience and Christ's coming. To
desert any of these would be to
lose their crown (Col. 2:18; II,
John 8). Our rewards are cons,
nected with Chris't' e return. They
are contingent upon our holding".
fast—our unflinching loyalty to the
faith and unswerving devotion to
Christ. The truth taught here is
that by negligence in duty we may
deprive ourselves of the glory
which we might have obtained if
we had been faithful to the Sav-
iour.

THE COMFORT (v. 12)
The promise to the overcomer is

seen in verse 12: "Him that over-
cometh will I make a pillar in the
temple of my God, and he shall
go no more out: and I will write
upon him the name of my God,
and the name of the city of my
God, which is new Jerusalem,
which cometh down out of
heaven from my God; and I will
write upon him my new name."
There are two great promises here
and a threefold inscription.
First, I see that Christ promised

the overcomer that He would
make him "a pillar in the temple"
of His God. It was customary with
nations in ancient times to erect
pillars or columns in honorable
memorial of their heroes. Absal-
om, the son of David, in the Old
Testament built a pillar with his
name Linen it (II Sam. 18:18). The
practice is seen in the Grecian
fable of "the pillars of Hercules."

King Solomon built a magnifi-
cent temple in Jerusalem which
was supported by numerous pill-
ars (I Kings 6-7), but these pillars
were insufficient to protect it
against the Chaldeans and the
Romans. But it shall not be so
with those in the Christian church.
They shall form a permanent part
of the heavenly temple: "He shall
go no more out." The Christian
conqueror is to have an honorable
memorial in God's temple above.
Those who are pillars of the
church 'on earth (Gal. 2:9) shall be
pillars in the heavenly sanctuary.
Their high position is a fixed and
eternal one; they shall not be
moved!
Second, Christ promised a three-

fold inscription: "I will write upon
him the name of my God." The
overcomer will wear the brand of
Heaven; he will bear in his body'
the marks of God's ownership. To
be branded with the Divine name
will be a public testimony to an'
gels that the overcomer belongs to
God. Revelation 22:4 says: "And
they shall see his face; and his
name shall be in their foreheads."

The overcomer is to have the
(Continued on page 5, column 3)
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