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WILL MOST OF EARTH'S
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EVILS OF THE MOURNER'S BENCH
It is heretical to talk of an
altar of prayer. There are two
words for altar in the New
Testament. One refers to the
heathen altar spoken of in Acts
17:23. The other is found 23
times in the New Testament.
Twenty-two out of twenty-three
times it is used in the New
Testament, it refers to the altar
in the temple or in Heaven and
when the temple veil was rent
from top to bottom, everything
connected with that altar in the
temple was done away with.
The only instance in the New
Testament where the word altar
refers to believers is Hebrews
13:10. There it refers to eating.

There is not in the New Testament anything that looks like an
altar of prayer. All the talk
about "an altar of prayer" is
Romish and ritualistic.
Because of this, I want to call
attention to the evils of the
mourner's bench.
1. It magnifies a bench or
altar instead of magnifying
Christ. There isn't an instance
in the New Testament of an
altar of prayer. The Holy Spirit
knew all things and He tells of
folk being saved everywhere except at a mourner's bench.
2. The mourner's bench puts
mother or wife or a preacher as a
mediator between the sinner and

"REJOICING IN SALVATION"
by Ron Boswell
I'd like to consider with you
the Word of the Lord as found
in I Samuel 2:1, "And Hannah
prayed, and said, My heart rejoiced) in the Lord, mine
honor is exalted in the Lord;
my mouth is enlarged over
mine enemies; because I rejoice in thy salvation." I'd like
to consider with you as the Lord
leads, this statement found in
the first verse, "I rejoice in thy
salvation."
Now the first thing I'll have to
do here really is to sketch you a
picture of Hannah so that you
might understand how this fits
in with the Scriptures. Hannah
was married to a man and the
man had two wives. Now the
one wife had children, but Hannah didn't have any children
and so, the wife that had
children mocked Hannah and it
says in I Samuel 1:6, "and her
adversary," she wasn't just a
somebody that mocked Hannah, she was her adversary.
"And her adversary also provoked her sore, for to make
her fret, because the Lord had
shut up her womb."
Now we all have adversaries
and there is a natural enmity
between the devil's seed and the
seed of God. You recall with
Jacob and Esau that there was
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an enmity there. On the surface
it looked all right when Jacob
came back home after many
years and Esau greeted him and
everything looked okay, but if
you go down a few generations,
you'll find that one of his offspring, Amalek, was the first to
fight against Israel when they
came out of the land of Egypt.
So you see there's a natural enmity there. We all have adversaries and this woman had one
because she was a child of God
and I dare say, you've got
adversaries, and that I have.
This is a natural thing.
In the book of I Samuel
16:21-22 we find that King Saul
loved David at the first. It says,
"And David came to Saul, and
stood before him: and he loved him greatly; and he
(Continued on Page 5 Column 2)

Christ. It is as bad as
Catholicism. The Bible says
there is one Mediator between
God and man, the man Christ
Jesus. The song "Tell Mother
I'll Be There in Answer to Her
Prayer" has damned thousands;
because it has led them to go out
into eternity depending on
mother's prayers to save them
instead of depending on Christ.
Emotional women are called
upon to pray around the
(Continued on Page 3 Column 3)

BIBLICAL
ANSWERS
A little girl was asked by a
priest to attend his church, and
she refused, saying that it was
against her father's wishes. The
priest said she should obey him
and not her father. Immediately
the girl replied that the Bible
taught "Honour thy father and
thy mother." "But," said the
priest, "you have no business to
read the Bible." The girl
replied: "But the Saviour said,
'Search the Scriptures.' Said
the priest: "That was to the
Jews, not to children.""But did
not Paul say to Timothy,'From
a child thou hast known the
Scriptures?'"answered the girl.
Said the priest: "Timothy was
trained to be a bishop—taught
by the authorities of the
church.""Oh sir," said the girl,
"he was taught by his mother
and grandmother!" The priest
turned away discomfited, saying
that the girl had "enough Bible
to poison a whole parish."
—Gospel Witness

— asked the question, "Lord,
are there few that be saved?"
(Luke 13:23). Note the answer
that Jesus gave. He urges entrance through the strait
(narrow) gate of life, and indicates that the time of entrance
will some day be over. Moreover
He indicates the time when the
door of entrance will be closed.
That time will be "when the
Master rises up and closes the
door" (v. 25). When will that
be? We suggest that death
marks the time of a closed door.
No opportunity after death
strikes — none. The coming of
Christ will mark the time of a
closed door. Sinners in outbreaking rebellion will then face
the fate mentioned in II
Thessalonians 1:7-10.

ANOTHER SAYING OF
JESUS
In Matthew 7:13-14 Jesus
speaks of two ways, entered by
tions worth thinking about.
THE QUESTIONS ASKED two gates — a narrow and a
JESUS
(Continued on Page 8 Column 3)
The disciples — or rather one
ROY MASON

IN DREAMS ARE
DIVERS VANITIES
by Roy W. Snell
Charleston, W.Va.
Christendom has recently
been treated to a phenomena
among their ranks which I
would have declared impossible,
had I received advanced word or
knowledge of such an occurrence. The most amazing facet
of this "testimony" is that it has
received credence among a
sizable segment of many who,
otherwise, themselves give a
creditable testimony to the grace
of our God. Most, I will admit,
do not adhere to Baptistic
theology, doctrines and church
policy but do profess faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ — many of
these with lifestyles which do
not sully their profession and
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THE RAINBOW
"I do set my bow in the
cloud, and it shall be a token
of a covenant between me and
the earth"(Gen. 9:13).
I want us to go back to the
time of Noah as a basis for thi3
message. In this you have the
story of sin in all of its abhorrent
stages, and of God's destruction
of the human family in the days
of Noah. I don't know of any
portion of God's Word that is
much more interesting to read
than the sixth, seventh and
eighth chapters of the book of
Genesis which bring us the story
of the flood.
We think we have plenty of
sin today, and we do have, far
beyond any peradventure of a
doubt, beloved, the world is going to hell in high gear this very
hour. And yet, there had always
been plenty of sin in the days of
Noah. There was plenty of sin in

those days before the flood. The
Word of God tells us that that
civilization became so corrupt
that God finally determined to
destroy it from the face of the
earth.
Of all individuals who were
living in that day, there wasn't
but one that found grace in the
eyes of God—that was the family of Noah, including his wife,
his three sons, and their three
wives. These eight individuals
found grace in God's sight, so
that God determined to save
them and gave explicit directions to them concerning the
building of the ark. I am sure
that you recall that God told
them the size the ark was to be
made, and how many stories
that it was to have, the one door
that was to be put into the side,
and the one window that was to
be put into the top. Thus Noah

built the ark just like God told
him to build it. It took him one
hundred and twenty years to
build that ark and in that period
of time, he preached to those
who gathered about as he worked.
I'm satisfied that Noah was
mighty faithful to God in his
preaching in that one hundred
and twenty years. In fact, every
board he put into that ark was in
itself a testimony against that
ungodly civilization. Every time
that he drove a nail, it was a
testimony against the sinfulness
of his generation. Finally, the
ark was completed, the cargo
gathered, and the flood came.
The fountains of the earth were
broken up from beneath and the
heavens gave forth their rain
from above, until the whole
world was deluged for forty days
(Continued on Page 2 Column 1)

often may put some of us Baptists to shame. Nevertheless,
some of these sincere and kindhearted people have proven to
be exceedingly gullible when approached by a clever, convincing and charismatic character
with some of his miraculous visions. And all this in the name of
the Lord, so that one not rooted
and grounded in the Word,
simply does not dare even to
question such "heavenly"
manifestations in the light of
that word.
All of you thorough going
Baptists have already surmised
that I am writing in reference to
a "dream" more highly publiciz(Continued on Page 6 Column 3)

WHY NOT
TITHE?
Ignorance of the doctrine,
stinginess, selfishness, and
covetousness. These have more
to do with it than anything else.
Some withhold the tithe
because they are ignorant of the
Bible on this subject; others,
because they are backsliden;
others, because they are selfish;
others, because they are
covetous; others, because they
dislike the preacher; others,
because they say it gives the
church too much money and
pays the preacher too well;
others, because they think it is
paying as a matter of law and
not giving as a matter of grace.
The title is no more a law than
prayer or the free will offering..
for the law commanded both.
"Bring ye all the tithes into
the storehouse, that there may
be meat in mine house, and
prove me now herewith, saith
the Lord of hosts, if I will not
open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a
blessing, that there shall not
be room enough to receive it"
(Malachi 3:10).
—The Baptist Call
(USPS 042-340)

Doubt springs from the mind. Faith is the daughter of the soul.
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clouds may come across the
skies, and though, in the days to
come, water may fall in great
amounts in various places, but
never again will I destroy the
world with a flood of waters,
This, then, was God's sign to
Noah and to us that he would
keep his covenant that he made
with Noah of never destroying
the world again wth a flood of
waters.
Now, beloved, there can be
no clouds without a rainbow. To
be sure, we don't always see the
rainbow, as it isn't always visible to others only a few miles
hence. However, I repeat, there
can be no cloud without a rainbow and everytime a cloud appears in the sky, there will be a
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RAINBOW
(Continued from Page 1)

and nights with a flood of water
upon the earth. The stoutest
swimmer, the strongest beast,
the swiftest birds all perished in
that flood. The only ones that
were saved were those inside the
ark.
A little over a year after the
floodwaters began, Noah and
his family came forth from the
ark upon Mount Ararat and
began a new civilization with
God. I have in mind that it must
have been a glorious experience
when Noah stepped off the ark,
with the realization that there
wasn't any vestige of sin in the
world, with the realization that
his generation was gone. It must
have been a marvelous experience for this man to know
that God had cared for him and
blessed him through the days of
the flood and now he was starting a new civilization with the
nucleus that he had saved by the
ark.
Pretty soon God made a covenant with Noah. I read to you of
that covenant with Noah. I read
to you of that covenant in this
ninth chapter of Genesis. And
then, as a seal to this covenant,
signifying that God would keep
His promise unto Noah and his
family, God gave a new
phenomenon in the sky. Hitherto, they had known what the
sun, the moon, the stars were.
But now, Noah has a new
phenomenon in the sky, put
there especially for his benefit,
and for all succeeding generations as well—the rainbow,
which God gave us as a sign of
the covenant. God had said,
"Ill never again destroy the
world with a flood of waters."
You can rest assured, beloved,
that when the river comes up
and when it overflows its banks,
we'll never have another flood
like that in the days of Noah,
for, beloved, God hung a rainbow in the heavens as a sign to
Noah, tactically saying, when
you see a rainbow, that is an indication to you that though the

JOHN R. GILPIN
rainbow some place in the sky as
.well.
I have often read this Scripture and thought how that
clouds are symbolic of the dark
and tragic experiences of our
lives. Clouds come into the lives
of everyone of us. They came into the life of Joseph; clouds
came into the life of Jeremiah;
clouds came into the life of
David; and of Paul and of
Peter. Clouds come into your
life and into mine. Yet, beloved,
over the cloud always is the rainbow.

THE CLOUD OF GUILT IS
ARCHED WITH THE BOW
OF PARDON. Every individual within this house
stands guilty before God of sin.
"For ALL HAVE SINNED
and come short of the glory of
God"(Rom. 3:23).
"The scripture hath concluded ALL UNDER SIN"
(Gal. 3:22).
Surely, beloved, all stand
guilty in God's sight so far as
the tiuestion of sin is concerned.
Long ago, Nathan, the prophet,
stood in the presence of David,
lifted the accusing index finger
in his face and said as he pointed
at him, "Thou art the man."
Concerning the matter of sin
and concerning the matter of
guilt, God says to you and me,
"Thou art the man." It doesn't
Flake any difference what form
Or shape sin may take within
your experience, nevertheless,
beloved, you are a sinner. We
are all guilty in the sight of God.
Everyone of us from the day of
Adam down to this very hour,
stand guilty of sin.
It is that cloud of guilt, beloved, which keeps you tonight
from the Lord. Quite often when
I have preached, someone will
say, "Brother Gilpin, it seems
that you made theWord of God
so plain that I don't understand
why that every unsaved person
isn't saved." Well, I understand, brethren, why they are not
saved. It's that old depravity of
your heart that keeps you from
believing, sinner friend, it's that
guilt of sin within your soul that
keeps you from receiving Jesus
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER Christ as your Saviour.
JULY 18, 1981
"In whom the GOD OF
THIS WORLD HATH
PAGE TWO

BLINDED THE MINDS of his works from the beginning comprehend here. Ah, brother,
I'm glad God is on His throne
them which believe not, lest of the world"(Acts 15:18).
about
tonight. I'm glad that the things
all
knows
Surely, he
the light of the glorious
that
I have not been able to underslife
of
mysteries
The
the
you.
is
gospel of Christ, who
image of God, should shine you haven't been able to unders- tand, some day He'll make
tand, the things that have been plain. I'm glad, brethren,
unto them" (II Cor. 4:4).
deep that you couldn't tonight, that over the cloud of
the
is
so
world
this
of
God
The
devil. He blinds the minds of the fathom, the problems you mystery that hangs over your
unsaved, so that they cannot see couldn't solve, the enigmas that life and mine from day to day, is
nor understand the things of are beyond your comprehension arched the bow of God's proGod. And it is only when God — God has known all about vidence — that He is providentears the blind from the eyes of them, so that over and above the tially leading, guiding and directhe unsaved man, that he is able cloud of mystery is arched the ting you and me from day to
to see and know spiritual bow of God Almighty's pro- day.
Take Jacob as a good examprecepts. Brother, listen, that vidence. As the song says:
in this respect. His sons
mysterious
ple
a
in
cloud of guilt keeps you, "God moves
been what he had wanted
hadn't
way
Lord.
the
tonight, from
them to be. They had been a terI remember reading some His wonders to perform,
time ago of a young woman who He plants His footsteps in the rible disappointment to that old
patriarch. His beloved Rachael
was blind from birth. She.had a sea
had died, Joseph had been sold
loving, kind father who had very And rides upon the storm.
down into Egypt and Jacob
solicitously and very kindly
mines
unfathomable
mourned for him, thinking that
in
Deep
the
through
all
her
of
care
taken
he
skill,
was dead, Simeon had been
neverfailing
Of
days of her life. Finally, as a
bright
His
held
captive in Egypt, the sons
up
treasures
He
was
young girl of twenty, she
came back and reported that the
operated upon and when the designs,
price of grain had raised and it
operation was proven successful And works His sovereign will.
was
needless for them to return
from
removed
and the bandages
hek eyes, she saw her father for As fearful saints, fresh courage to the land of Egypt unless Benjamin would return with them,
the first time. She said, "And to take;
for the man in charge of the sale
think I had this wonderful The clouds ye so much dread
shall
of food had told them not to
and
mercy,
big
with
Are
father all this time and I never
come back unless they brought
saw him before." My brother, break
the younger brother with them.
it's the cloud of guilt that keeps In blessings on your head.
Then, it was that Jacob, looking
you from seeing the most
feeble
by
back across these dark days,
Lord
the
not
Judge
that
father
heavenly
wonderful
said, "Joseph is not,Simeon is
any individual might ever im- sense,
not, and ye will take Benagine. If it were not for that But trust Him for His grace;
jamin away: all these things
cloud of guilt over your soul Behind a frowning providence
are against me" (Gen. 42:36).
tonight, you would see how He hides a smiling face.
But, brethren, Jacob was
wonderful our heavenly Father
wrong. A little while later he
and our Saviour, Jesus Christ, His purposes will ripen fast,
out there and saw that
hour;
every
Unfolding
stood
really is.
But, brethren, in spite of the The bud may have a bitter taste, train of wagons coming from the
south—from Egypt. But what is
fact that you stand guilty and But sweet will be the flower.
this? Here they are coming
keeps
that that cloud of guilt
back, bringing food, bringing
you from the Lord, in spite of Blind unbelief is sure to err,
bringing Benjamin,
Simeon,
that, above that cloud of guilt is And scan His works in vain,
bringing news that
therefore
interpreter
own
His
is
God
But
pardon.
God's
of
bow
the
Joseph is still alive. Thus it was
And He will make it plain."
Listen:
that he learned the sequel of
"Christ died for our sins"(I
Brother, sister, there has life's little experience thus far. It
Cor. 15:3).
"Verily, verily, I say unto never been a mystery in your life never was true that Joseph was
you, He that believeth on me that God hasn't known about. not. It never was true that Sihath everlasting life" (John There has never been a cloud of meon was not. It never was true
mystery that has come over your that all these things were against
647).
Beloved, above and beyond experience that hasn't been ar- him. He learned then that "all
the cloud of guilt that rests over ched with the bow of pro- things work together for good
your soul tonight is the bow of vidence. In the book of Revela- to them that love God; to them
God's pardon which arches over tion, we have a remarkable who are the called according
to His purpose."
the guilt of your life. Oh, I'm Scripture in this respect:
Oh, brother, sister, there is
glad, tonight, that I can talk to
"And after this I looked,
you about a Saviour who died and, behold, a door was open- hardly a home here that has not
for your sins. I'm glad that I can ed in heaven: and the first had sorrow in these days that I
tell you that in spite of all the sin voice which I heard was as it have been your pastor. There
of your life, I can give to you a were of a trumpet talking with has hardly been a home here but
remedy in the person of my me; which said, Come up what has had griefs and hearRedeemer, Jesus Christ. In hither, and I will show thee taches, and I have been called to
spite of all the sins of your life, things which must be your home on numerous occain spite of all the guilt there is hereafter, and immediately I sions for various sorrows to try
within your experience, in spite was in the spirit: and behold, to bring some comfort as God's
of the fact that that guilt keeps a throne was set in heaven, man to you. Brother, let me tell
you, and has kept you away and one sat on the throne. you tonight, I have the best
from God all these years, I'm And he that sat was to look news in this world for you. Over
glad that I can tell you that upon like a jasper and a sar- the cloud of mystery is arched
beyond the cloud of guilt, there dine stone: And there was a the bow of God's providence.
is the bow of God's pardon RAINBOW ROUND ABOUT Some day every problem will be
THE THRONE, in sight like made plain.
resting over you.
unto an emerald"(Rev. 4:1-3).
III
II
Here in this life you have
OF never seen a complete rainbow.
THE
THE CLOUD OF SORROW
CLOUD
MYSTERY IS LIKEWISE All that you and I see has been IS ILLUMINED WITH THE
ARCHED BY THE BOW OF only half of a bow stretching BOW OF COMFORT. I've
GOD'S PROVIDENCE.In our from horizon to horizon, but, often thought how that Adam
lives, there is much that is when John saw our Lord sitting .went weeping from his paradise,
mysterious. You don't unders- upon the throne he saw a green while you and I go weeping
tand half that comes into your rainbow all the way around — toward our paradise. God drove
life. I'm wondering as I look as a complete circle around the him out of the Garden of Eden.
backward tonight across the throne of God,
He went weeping from it. You
twenty years that have passed
What does it tell us? What and I go weeping toward our
since I first became your does the complete rainbow paradise. This old world is a
pastor—I'm thinking tonight of mean? Why, my brother, there world of sorrow. I'm positive
the many experiences that have is so little of this life that you that though you may veneer this
been beyond my mental com- and I can understand. There are world with a thin coat of
prehension. I'm glad to say I mysteries of life we do not com- gaiety—that you may be able by
don't understand. Surely, that prehend. But, some day, artificial means to keep others
has been true of you, beloved. brethren, we will understand. from knowing the sorrow within
In your life there is much that is Now we see the bow stretched your heart—from time to time
mysterious. You can't unders- across the sky from horizon to sorrows steal over your soul like
tand it at all. It's beyond your horizon—half a bow at best, the water over the sands of the
little puny, finite conception. now we understand only half of sea. Brother, sister, the cloud of
However, beloved, this cloud of what comes into our life, but sorrow is illuminated with the
mystery which settles down when we stand in the presence of bow of God's comfort. Listen:
"Blessed are they that
about you is ,arched with the God we will see the complete,
glorious bow of God's eternal rainbow round about the mourn, for they shall be comthrone, and you will understand forted- Matt.5:4 I.
providence. Listen:
iContinaed tin Page 3 C.Imun I I
"Known unto God are all fully the mystery you failed to

God looks not to the quantity of the gift but to the quality of the giver.
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a
how many homes there are
This text of Scripture gives to represented here where the
us a message of comfort from death angel has come in these
BIBLE STUDY LESSON
the lips of our Lord Jesus past twenty years. I've thought
By WILLARD PYLE
Christ.
how many of you have passed M
"Come unto me, all ye that through sorrow on account of
Pastor — First Baptist Church of Naples Pork, Florida
U
labor and are heavy laden and death. I'm glad that that cloud
a
I will give you rest. Take my of death is illumined with the rayoke upon you and learn of diant bow of hope. Brother, it
me, for I am meek and lowly gives me joy tonight to know
VERSE 3
the sun and the moon in the firPsalm 8:1-9
of heart and ye shall find rest that there is a hope that shines
"When I consider." The
Intro. The exaltation of the mament; He set the rainbow in
for your soul" (Matt. through even death itself. Long
ago Job asked the question:
glory of God is visible in all of the cloud, which carries great child of God is to properly
10:28-29).
"If a man die, shall he live His creation, and is the para- significance, but He set His evaluate this world and God's
Oh, listen, tonight, brother,
mount theme in the Holy Scrip- glory in the Person of the Lord wisdom and providence in
sister, that cloud of sorrow is il- again" (Job 14:14).
A little later he answered his tures. Therefore, it is to occupy Jesus Christ above the regulating its movements. Prolumined with the bow of comthe pre-eminence in the chur- heavens." To think, we will see per consideration will produce
own question when he said:
fort. As the song says:
"I know that my redeemer ches of the Lord Jesus Christ; this glory one day (John 17:24)! proper conversation.
"From every stormy wind
"Thy heavens." This is our
liveth and though after my "unto Him be glory in the We have, and will benefit from
that blows,
From every swelling tide of woe skin worms destroy this body, church by Christ Jesus this glory. When Christ was Father's world!
"The work of Thy fingers."
yet in tny flesh shall I see throughout all ages" (Eph. born of a virgin, we beheld His
There is a calm, a sure retreat
3:21). May the people about us glory (John 1:14). When He was God is the Designer, the
'Tis found beneath the mercy God"(Job 19:25-26).
The Psalmist David said:
ever hear us speak forth the transfigured on the mount, we Engineer, the Sculptor, the
seat."
"Though I walk through wonderful works of God (Acts again beheld His glory. (Matt. Painter, etc., etc., of this
Thank God, tonight, there is
17:1-5), and after His ascension, universe. A blessed study innever a sorrow—there is never a the valley of the shadow of 2:11).
we beheld His glory (Rev. deed, is the fingers of God, the
VERSE I
grief that comes, but that you death, I will fear no evil for
"0 Lord our Lord." The 1:12-17). So His glory is "above everlasting arms, the eyes, ears,
will find a comfort for it at the thou art with me. Thy rod and
thy staff, they comfort me" outcry of a heart of love and the heavens" in intensity and mouth, and feet of God.
mercy seat of God.
"The moon, and the stars.”
Whenever I think of this,, I (Psalm 23:4).
faith. Not only an acknowledg- extensity.
The Psalmist is undoubtedly
Paul, in the New Testament ment of God's universal
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"Which Thou hast ordainfive sparrows sold for two The sting of death is sin; and presses not only the greatness of and amazing that God raises up
This universe is Goded."
graciousness
weak
the
the
law.
also
the
and
needy,
but
is
the
poor
God,
farthings." The sparrow was an the strength of sin
to be used of God to
ordained,
the
outyea,
even
and
lowly,
which
God,
and
But
God.
to
of
be
thanks
Palestine,
in
diet
of
article
His
declare
glory and to further
in
and
Thy
works
world,
of
this
casts
is
"How excellent
so cheap was it that you could giveth us the victory through
This is true also of
His
purpose.
but
to
both
will
them
reality,
do
and
of
to
Lord
our
Jesus
present
Cor.
far(I
Christ"
A
one
Name."
for
buy two sparrows
or His good pleasure (I Cor. His people, as we have seen in
realized
not fully
thing and if a man would buy as 15:55-57).
Brother, sister, I'm glad acknowledged by many. 1:27-31). David was disdained verse 2, also (John 15:16).
much as two farthings worth,
VERSE 4
the cloud of death is il- However, this expression is pro- by the giant because he was a
tonight
exan
in
throw
would
the seller
of
is
bow
man?" We need to
"What
nature.
radiant
in
the
phetic
youth,
with
but
by
God's power and
tra sparrow. That little sparrow lumined
man. His
examine
has
scripturally
God
loved
earth."
a
lost
the
all
you
providence,
"In
won
David
the
vicHave
hope.
the
to
little
amounted to so
or formation (Gen.
buyer and so little to the seller one? Look back across your life, redeemed unto Himself a people tory. The most mighty men of creation,
1:26, 27; 2:7, 21-23), his fall
— yet Jesus said, that the spar- have you lost someone who was from every kindred, and tongue, the army of Nebuchadnezzar
3:1-7) and its results
(Gen.
(Rev.
the
Hebrew
threw
three
nation
who
to
and
and
precious
dear
and
people,
near
ground
and
the
to
fall
row couldn't
3:9-18), as well as his
(Rom.
without the Father in Heaven you? That one, beloved, that 5:9). This was done through the children into "the exceeding
(Gen. 3:15) and its
recovery
were
consumed,
hot"
furnace
Jesus
one
Lord
the
Christ—that
of
Jesus
in
ministry
if
died
Brother,
knowing all about it.
little who fell asleep in Him—that Christ, as seen in the expression while the three Hebrew children results (Eph. 1:3). As David
that
sees
God
of this
sparrow as it ceases in its flight one will rise again with Him "by Thy blood," and ac- were saved. It is sad to see the views the magnitude
as
an inman
sees
he
universe,
the
depending
by
in
time
day
of
complished
our
day
churches
that
in
And
day.
it
some
and
still,
become
and its wings
dust.
of
speck
significant
Spirit
and
Holy
of
using
appearance
the
ministry
on outward
falls—if God sees the sparrow beyond life's little day, in the
"And the son of man, that
and takes note of its falling, world beyond this one, you'll see the gospel. Therefore the Name strength, as well as human
Thou
visitest him?" The King
surely God takes note of you. that the cloud of death is il- of Jesus is being, and has been wisdom, to carry on the work of
of
glory
coming to the peasant's
of
bow
3:17).
radiant
in
God (Rev.
proclaimed, beginning
Why, He says that even the lumined witlrthe
How glorious are the
house!
thine
of
utter"Because
unto
the
and
Jerusalem
are
hope.
hairs of your head
of
God in mercy (Luke
visits
He
that
come
God,
most part of the earth (Acts 1:8). enemies." Thank
Someday you and I will
numbered. If God sees every
Jesus visited the
79)!
1:78,
the
we
strength
ordained
our
if
so
this
has
His
sense,
in
Name
And
place
hair that falls from your head, down to the same
house of Zacchaeus and
(Eph.
enemies
all
all
to
we
face
to
excellent
when
is
need
The
believers.
and
God,
omnipotent
tarries,
the
Lord
surely God
brought salvation (Luke
takes note of every sorrow that depart; I'm glad for His pro- excellency of His Name is found 6:10-17).
19:1-9).
full
the
and
9:6
Isaiah
extent
still
unmightest
in
thou
even
"That
you,
with
mise, "I'll go
comes into your life.
VERSE 5
7.
in
verse
seen
is
Name
the enemy and the avenger."
of this
to the end.
hast made Him a
this!
thou
"For
ponder
of
The
were
enemies
Israel
put
to
need
we
How
every
Thank God, brethren,
HE LEADETH ME
the angels,
than
glory
to
when
lower
little
silence
they
saw
Thy
the
"Who hast set
In pastures green, not always, cloud that comes into your life is
Him with
crowned
bast
set
wall
and
God
finished
heavens."
(Neh.
6:15,
the
16).
illumined in some manner by above
sometimes,
Keep in
honor."
and
glory
kindsinner
in
God. That cloud of guilt,
He who knoweth best
to the
reference
a
is
this
mind,
friend, is arched over with God's
3. The first parable the
ness leadeth me,
2:9;
(Heb.
Jesus
Christ
Man
of
Master gave was the parable of Philip. 2:5-9). Therefore,
In weary ways where heavy bow of pardon; that cloud
mystery is arched with God's
the sower. The good ground
shadows be —
(Continued from Page 11
humiliation of
hearer represents those who are because of the
Out of the sunshine warm and providence; that cloud of sorrow
man
exaltation,
His
and
Jesus
mourner's
insult
of
bench.
They
bow
the
with
illumined
saved. He heard and understood
is
soft and bright
a
receive
shall
elect),
(God's
God
by
disobeying the Scrip- and received the Word. Men
Out of the sunshine into comfort and the cloud of death
he
position
the
,
hundred-fold
says
ture,
plainly
when
radiant
the
Bible
the
and women whose main stock in
is made bright with
darkest night—
occupied before the fall.
those prayI oft would faint with sorrow hope of life beyond death. I'm that He will not hear Word.(Ps. trade is dying testimonies and
VERSES 6, 7, 8
His
ing
who disobey
pathetic stories damn many and
glad that God hung the rainbow
and affright
madest him to have
"Thou
Zech.
3:22,
I
66:18,
John
Noah
that
to
do not save any. Philip took
Only for this, I know He in the sky as a sign
over the works of
dominion
convertime to teach the eunuch until he
there would never be another 7:11-13). All so-called
holds my hand.
Thou hast put all
feelhands;
Thy
by
up
worked
devastation of the earth by a sions that are
understood the Scripture. That
his feet: all
under
So whether in the green or flood of waters. I'm glad that it ings and sob-stuff are spurious. is how men are saved. things
yea, and the
oxen,
the
and
sheep
by
except
desert land,
is a sign to us tonight that God is No man is saved
Understanding the Word is
I trust, although I cannot on His throne, taking care of truth. "If the truth shall make essential to the salvation of any beasts of the field; the fowl of
understand.
you free, ye shall be free in- sinner. The average mourner's the air, and the fish of the sea,
His own.
whatsoever passeth
hilltops
the
on
So whether
Let me ask you a question in deed." The mediation of Christ, bench is a regular babel or and
the paths of the
through
is
mothers,
of
prayers
the
not
high and fair
closing. Do you know Him? Is
bedlam. Even an honest in- seas." This, in its greatest and
has
God
sinners.
sunless
I dwell, or in the
understand
He your Saviour?" "Acquaint what saves lost
sense, will transpire.in
in- quirer cannot
valleys
now thy self with him and be respect to Christ and His
in a confusion like fullest
anything
reign of Christ,
millennial
else.
and to nothing
the
Where the shadows lie
that.
at peace"(Job 22:21). The only tercession
will reign with
saints
His
when
is
there!
What matter, He is
4. The contention of the
way you can know Him
WHY BE A BAPTIST?
Him.
Wherever He leads me I can through His Son. Listen: "No
mourner's bench crowd is that it
Conclusion: "0 Lord our
By H. B. TAYLOR, SR.
safely go,
takes tears to save. It isn't so. Lord, how excellent is Thy
man cometh unto the Father
I
hereafter
blessed
the
And in
The publican, the thief, the
but by me"(John 14:6).
name in all the earth!" A high
shall know
woman at the well, Saul of Tar- note of praise to crown any serMay you be irresistibly drawn
Why in His wisdom, He hath to Him now!
*Plus Postage—See Page 8
sus, Matthew and a host of
If you want to know why you should be others shed no tears. Faith vice or any day!
led me so."
a Baptist, or why others are Baptists,
Brethren, listen, that cloud
to write to Bro.
RELIGIOUS BOOKS AND
saves, not tears. Weeping will (EDITORS NOTE: If you would like
Pyle expressing your apprecistion for the lessons or
you will find the answer in this book.
with
illumined
is
, BIBLES
of sorrow
runs
that
not
save.
water
The
ask him questions about his exposition of the Scripture
Very strong for the doctrines of the
the bow of God's comfort.
his address is Rt. 22. Boo 1155. Fort Myers. Flo
no
will
eyes
out
of
a
Most Books Discounted
sinner's
God.
of
Word
33%81.
waters
—Order From—
more save him than the
Send for FREE Catalogue.
IV
of baptism.
THE CLOUD OF DEATH CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Calvary Baptist Church
5. The gospel that saves is a THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
BOOK STORE
IS ILLUMINED WITH THE
gospel of grace. The gospel of
JULY 18, 1981
look Store
P.O. Box 71
RADIANT BOW OF HOPE. I
in
gospel
the,
truly
as
is
tears
THREE
11
lox
PAGE
P.O.
sat here, tonight, as I was Ashland, Ky. 41101 (006)321-2012
Ashlend, Ky. 41161
SI
Column
4
Page
on
(Continued
waiting to preach and I thought
(Continued from Page 21

EVILS

$1"

Slalatains•WW

To grieve over sin is one thing; to repent is another.
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A man and woman are living together without marriage. They
decide to get married. Should a preacher perform the ceremony for
them? Should the preacher make any demands upon them: such as
that they confess their wrong and not live together any more until
after the ceremony before he will marry them?
JAMES
HOBBS
Rt. 2, Box 182
McDermott, Ohio
45652
PASTOR
Kings Addition
Baptist Church
South Shore. Ky.

I would not unless they confessed their wrong and
separated until they were legally
married.
We have too many people today who condone such actions to
the point that marriage has lost
its proper place and importance.
Living together without proper marriage is sin and cannot
be condoned for any reason at
all. "Thou shalt not commit
adultery " (Exodus 20:14).
"But whoso committeth
adultery with a woman
lacketh understanding: he
that doeth it destroyeth his
own soul" (Proverbs 6:32).
OSCAR MINK
219 North Street
Crestline, Ohio
44827
PASTOR
Mansfield
Missionary
Baptist Church
Mansfield, Ohio
44906

A man and a woman living
together as husband and wife
without being married, are
either unsaved or terribly ignorant of the Scriptures regarding fornication. Not only
should they decide to get married, but the preacher should do
all in his power to decide, for
"marriage is honourable in
all," even the unsaved. As to
the preacher's function in
weddings we have not the
benefit of biblical precept or
example, neither is there prohibition against God-called
preachers officiating at weddings of qualified persons.
So, if the persons in question
desire to get married and are
qualified, I see no reason why
the preacher should not perform the ceremony.
As to the preacher making
demands, prerequisites, and
fixing unalterable conditions
to be met by the marriage candidates, such as confession of
their sin of fornication, and
demanding a clear promise
from them that they will abstain therefrom until after the
ceremony, may do more harm
than good. Their sin is open
before all people, and asking
to be married, is in a sense
confession of the sin. The
minister should preach Jesus
unto them before the wedding, during the wedding and
after the wedding if possible.
He should highlight the
awfulness of the sin of fornication and adultery,and admonish them to practice self
••
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control and to cease from fornication. The minister should
labor to make them acutely
aware that sexual intercourse
is congruous to the married
state only, and only in this
state can it subserve their
relationship. The minister
may labor to get commitments from the marriage
candidates for the interim,
but not to be satisfied with
commitments short of absolutes could serve to prolong
the shameful state 9f fornication,and cause the candidates
to think that marriage is
strictly legal, and will add
nothing more to their present
relationship than a piece of
paper with a seal on it. A man
and woman living together
without the benefit of marriage, are as a rule, already on
the defensive, and to approach such a delicate situation with a pharisaic attitude
would be unwise on the
minister's part. Let every
minister be honest with
himself, and not compromise
any of his convictions, but let
him approach such a difficult
situation with meekness,
much prayer, and a sincere
desire to help those who have
decided to morally correct
their defiled bed.
CLYDE T.
EVERMAN
108 Burdsall Ave.
Ft Mitchell, Ky.
41017
Deacon
Calvary
Baptist Church
Ashland, Ky.

As the Bible is silent as to the
role a preacher plays in the marriage ceremony, it is impossible
for me to give a Scriptural
answer to this question. Much is
said in the Bible about marriage
and is approved by God,
"Marriage is honorable in all,
and the bed undefiled: but
whoremongers and adulterers
God will judge" (Heb. 13:4).
No where in the Scripture is it
stated who is to perform the
ceremony. Before a preacher
can perform the ceremony he
must be licensed by the state, so
in a sense he is an agent of the
state as well as a servant of God.
As it is right for the couple to
get married, and they so desire,
I see no reason why the preacher
should not perform the
ceremony. The fact that they
want a preacher to perform the
ceremony rather than say, a
Justice of Peace, may show that
they have some respect for the
things of God. The preacher, in
performing the ceremony, may
have an opportunity to witness
to them.
I know that many preachers
would refuse to perform the
ceremony and that is their
privilege. Many preachers are
very selective of the couples for
whom they perform the
ceremony. I heard of one
preacher who would perform the
ceremony only for members of
the church of which he is pastor.
I know of a couple who wish to

marry, but their pastor will not
perform the ceremony because
one of them has been divorced.
He could be a contributing factor in causing them to sin by not
performing the ceremony.
As to making demands upon
the couple, I doubt that it would
have much effect and could
cause them to change their
minds as to getting married. I
think my father-in-law, a Baptist preacher, had the best
method when he told a couple,
who were living together
without marriage, to get married at once. They came to him
and he performed the marriage
ceremony for them. They lived
the remainder of their lives as
husband and wife.
JOSEPH M.
WILSON
Route 3
1450 Old Hollow
Road
Winston, Salem
N.C. 27105
PASTOR
Grace Baptist
Church
Stanleyville, N.0

"Marriage is honourable in
all, and the bed undefiled:
but whoremongers and
adulterers God will judge"
(Heb. 13:4).
A man and woman living
together without marriage are
living in whoredom. There is absolutely no Biblical or moral difference between two living
together without marriage and
sex by prostitution. All who are
living like this should be immediately jailed for their crime
against society. Nice boys and
girls do not do this. There is no
difference between the whore,
prostitute and the man who pays
for their services and those who
live together without marriage.
Those who live together
without marriage are publicly
showing their disregard for
God's holy law and for the
sacredness of the marriage vows
and the marriage bond. Now, if
such do decide to get married,
surely this is a step in the right
direction, and their getting married is far beyond their present
condition.
Now, I believe (and it is my
practice that if such would come
to me and ask that I marry
them), I would demand that
they confess before God
Almighty and let me know that
they truly believed they had
been doing wrong in living
together without marriage. I
would demand that they do not
live together any longer until
after the marriage ceremony.
Even then, I would rather they
would get someone else to marry
them. I feel that for them to live
together without marriage last
night, get married today, and
live together tonight in marriage
is a dishonoring of the
sacredness of marriage as taught
in the Bible.
Now, if a couple had lived
together like this, then God saved them and they realized how
wrong they were. If they
separated from one another,
then asked me to marry them,
on these conditions, I would be
happy to perform the ceremony.
Personally, I ,feel that for me
to join together in marriage two
who were living together right
up to the time of their marriage

would be to condone what they
had been doing. People who live
like this can and should get married. But they should realize and
admit that they had been living
in great sin before God, and
should be willing to stay apart
until a marriage was performed.
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water as the Campbellite gospel,
which they call the gospel in
water. Neither one of them ever
did or will save a lost sinner.
6. The mourner's bench
magnifies seeking Christ instead
of receiving Christ. Christ is
HANSFORD
seeking the sinner. He waits for
HOLMES
the sinner to receive. The whole
506 Bream St
mourner's bench theory is
Charleston, W Va.
wrong. Christ's work is a finish25312
ed work and the preacher is
representative,
Christ's
LAYMAN,
beseeching
the
sinner to receive
TEACHER
Christ. II Corinthians 5:18-21.
and
What would you think if you
WRITER
had provided a sumptuous feast
and announced that all things
Such living together is con- are ready, and invited
trary to the known will of God, whosoever will to come, and
Who, most certainly, did not some one should begin to mourn
originally make and appoint the and wail and run around seekuse of the human body for for- ing and begging something to
nication. Hence, God provided eat? The whole mourner's
marriage as a remedy against bench system is a slander of the
such sin.
finished work of Christ.
Consequently, God inspired
7. The mourner's bench
Paul to write to "the church of belongs to a gospel of works and
God...at Corinth" that "the has the idea that a man has to
body is not for fornication, seek and do penance and get
but for the Lord;and the Lord better and then when he gets
good enough, he may finally get
for the body"(Cor. 6:13).
So, in this consideration, the the Lord Jesus in the notion of
body was prepared in God's saving him. It is a gratuitous
council and covenant, even slander of God's free and abounbefore creation, as an exemplar ding grace.
of His purpose in Christ. Too,in
8. The mourner's bench is
this, the human being was made another gospel from that Paul
after the image of God for the preached. (Gal. 1:6-8; II Cor.
glory of Christ to be a member 11:2-3). Paul preached Christ's
of His body, in having been finished work; they "plus" the
redeemed by Him for His ser- work of Christ with man's
vice
in
imputed prayers and tears and penance
His
righteousness and holiness.
and works.
Hence, "the body is for the
9. The mourner's bench
Lord; and the Lord for the gospel is Arminian and not
body" (I Cor. 6:13), as pre- Pauline.
ordained in the council of God,
10. Mourner's bench gospel
and provided in His covenant of is wholly a gospel of "confidence
grace that Christ in the fullness in the flesh." The feelings
of time, would come to "save belong to the flesh. Paul "had
His people from their sins" no confidence in the flesh", but
(Mt. 1:21). All of this, then, depended wholly on the Spirit,
militates against the sin of for- not on feelings.
nication.
11. The mourner's bench
To this end, then,"God hath gospel is no gospel. The gospel is
both raised up the Lord, and received by faith, not by feeling.
will also raise up us by His Justification is by faith, not by
own power" (I Cor. 6:14).
feeling. Sanctification is by
Therefore, Paul appropriately faith, not by feeling. Eternal life
asked the questions: "Know ye is received by faith, not by feelnot that your bodies are the ing. The Holy Spirit is received
members of Christ? Shall I, by faith, not by feeling. Sonship
then, take the members of is received by faith, not by feelChrist, and make them the ing. No man would ever know
members of an harlot? God he had the blood except by
forbid. What? Know ye not believing the Word. "Faith
that who is joined to an harlot comes by hearing (not by feelis one body? For two, saith ing) and hearing by the Word
He,shall be one flesh"(I Cor. of God"(Rom. 10:17).
6:15, 16).
12. The mourner's bench
Please take note that this last manipulators and the Campof a series of questions is very bellites are exactly alike in a
seriously solemn, since it in- good many ways. One of the
volves the whole of God's elect chief ways in which they are
people, as chosen in Christ, and alike is that both of them make
given to Him by the Father (in. salvation to depend upon some
6:37), as being redeemed by bodily act. The bodily act the
Him, and in union with Him as mourner's bench folk depend on
members of His body of His is, not baptism like Campflesh and of His bones. Then, in bellites, but is kneeling or shakthis consideration. "shall I then ing hands or beating them in the
take the members of Christ, back or some other bodily acts. I
and make (them) the members have heard them again and
of an harlot?" Then Paul add- again come out in the open and
ed, "God forbid," which tell those engaged in altar work
signifies, no doubt, that to do to get them up and get them to
so would be a most absurd, doing something. That makes
indecent, abominable, and salvation depend on the activity
detestable thing, that the of the body. Salvation is wholly
bodies of the saints, as of the Lord, and men are saved
members of Christ, should be by believing with the heart, not
joined in carnal copulation by bodily acts.
with an harlot.
13. Talking about altar,
Therefore, my answer to Catholics
have
altars;
the query as to whether a Episcopalians have altars;
minister should perform the Methodists have altars; the
ceremony for them,is one big Masons have altars; the heathen
resounding "No!"
idolaters have altars; Holy
However, for their con- Rollers have altars, but there
sideration, this may be a good are no altars in New Testament
opportunity for the minister churches. A throne of grace, not
to minister the Word of God an altar of prayer, is the Bible
to them.
(Continued on Page 5 Column I)

No one is so much alone in the world as a man who denies God.
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form of sound words. All who
speak of an altar of prayer put
works of the flesh somewhere,
somehow, in the place of the
finished work of Christ. Altars
belong to ritualists and formalists. They speak the
language of Judaism—not of
Calvary. When Jesus cried "It
is finished", and the temple
veil was rent from top to bottom, everything that an altar
typified was fulfilled and done
away with. The Book of
Hebrews is full of proof of that.
The only time an altar is spoken
of in New Testament worship is
Hebrews 13:10. There it is
spoken of as a place to eat, not a
place to pray. Altar work was a
shadow, and in Colossians
2:13-17, Paul shows all shadows
had been done away. Paul
plainly says in Hebrews 13:10
that all who do altar work have
no right to the Lord's table.
Altar work belongs to types and
shadows and so had to do with
the unfinished work of Christ
and that meant all altar work
was dead.
14. The mourner's bench
legalists, like the Baalites in Elijah's day, think that they are
heard for their noise. "Cry
louder" is their call. Make more
fuss. Beat them on the back;
perhaps the demons may be
driven out that way. God pity
such perversions of the gospel of
grace.
15. In conclusion, may I give
one more testimony to the
finished work of my adorable

Lord? Preach Jesus and His
finished work if you want men
saved. The Holy Spirit delights
to honor Jesus as we hold Him
up. Anywhere that men see and
receive Him, they are saved. No
sort of manipulations, no altar,
no bench, no prayers, no tears,
no works, no penance, no
church, no ordinance, no hitting
the trail, no "anything" between
the soul and Christ. Preach Him
and the Spirit will reveal Him.
Paul found Him on the road, the
thief found Him on the cross,
the publican standing in the
temple, the woman at the well,
Zacchaeus up a tree, and Matthew at his business. Take Him,
and ignore the mourner's bench
and all other works of men.

'REJOICING
(Continued from Page 11

became his armourbearer and
Saul sent to Jesse, saying, Let
David, I pray thee, stand
before me; for he hath found
favour in my sight.- You
know, at first, when the children
of God are among the lost,
they're loved and they're
respected because they are
wholesome, different, but after
a while, they are hated and
that's a principle that's true.
Later on, we'll find that King
Saul who loved David so much
and that sent to his father and
we find in I Samuel 18:11 it
says, "And Saul cast the
javelin; for he said, I will
smite David even to the wall
with it." He hated him. When a
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M. L. Moser, Jr., A STUDY GUIDE TO THE BOOK OF
REVELATION, VOL. 1. 85.95
This spiral bound book is published by Challenge Press of
Little Rock, Ark., and is the first of an anticipated three
volumes. It is an outline of messages which Pastor Moser has
preached in a verse-by-verse study of the Book of Revelation.
The messages themselves are available on cassette from
Challenge Press.
The first three chapters of Revelation are considered in this
first volume. Each of the seven churches are dealt with in a
separate chapter and in the case of Thyatira, women are given
an additional chapter. "The vision of the Lord in Glory" and
"the Book as a whole, with definitions of the basic viewpoints
toward study of it are given, also.
This volume would be of benefit to anyone making a study
of the Book of Revelation. Ministers could easily borrow from
the outlines in preparing sermons dealing with Revelation or
escatology. We shall look forward to the other two volumes in
the ,T-t.
Martin Paul. THE UNEQUAL YOKE Challenge Press, 1981
$2.25.
The Unequal Yoke spoken of in the title concerns the linking of fundamentalism and liberalism. It deals with the subtle
way that liberalism has of inserting just a bit of doubt to the
teachings of the Bible.
The story is presented as if the author were the soul of a
dollar. He comes into possession of a widow who donates him
to the church and he eventually is owned by a young
ministerial student planning to be a missionary. He gives up
his identity with the dollar when the student buys a liberal
book and transmigrates to the book.
Subjects such as liberal views on the Bible, the person and
work of Christ, separatism and evolution are all discussed and
refuted. It presents the liberal view of unionism for what it
really is and liberal religious universities for what they are and
what harm they can do.
Parents and students alike should read thispowerhouse of
information on "come out and be ye separate.
Koch, Kurt - OCCULT ABE distributed by Kregel $7.95
This book was published in 1978, as Satan's Devices. It
discusses in layman's language various occult movements,
ideologies, and practices of today. The book is, in the main
section, arranged in alphabetical order from acupuncture to
yoga. It discusses rock music, the queen of black witches,
parapsychology, divining rods, spiritism, Kathryn Kuhlman,
etc.
Effects of occult movements and devices are discussed
under such headings as emotional disorders, frequent suicides,
ghosts and poltergeists. results from sins of sorcerv, etc.
Deliverance froln occult practices and power is discussed.
Case histories are recounted and the author's experiences with
various kinds of possession and demonology are set forth. The
means of avoiding contamination with the occult are explained.

child of God is among the lost,
at first, they are loved and
respected, later they're hated.
The children of God and the
children of the world do not love
each others company. The Bible
lets us know that when the
children of Israel went out. It
says the Egyptians were glad
that they went. They didn't love
each other's company.
This was the case of Hannah.
Notice again that she was provoked by her adversary at the
time when she went to worship.
In verse 7 it says, "and as he
did so year by year, when she
went up to the house of the
Lord, so She provoked her;
therefore she wept, and did
not eat." It would seem like
that this child of God when she
went to the place where she
should have haven and
rest—even to the house of God,
it was where she was attacked
the most. So it is with many here
and, if you would be honest and
if we were to have a discussion, I
believe that some of you could
say that that's been our experience. That there's been
times that you've come to the
house of God that the adversary
has attacked you the most and
made you sore in heart, made
you feel bad. That's the way it
was with Hannah. Now Hannah
felt this thing. It wasn't
something that She wasjust able
to cast aside. It was something
that burned in her soul. She felt
it. It says in verse 10, "And she
was in bitterness of soul, and
prayed unto the Lord and
wept sore."
Now Hannah went to the only
source of help there was. That
was the Lord Himself. There
was nobody else that Hannah
could go to. It was not good to
go to her husband because he
was powerless to help. It was
not good to go to Eli, the priest,
because he could do nothing.
The only person that could help
Hannah was the Lord Himself.
So Hannah went and in the
words of the Scripture, she
poured out her soul to the Lord.
Now then, Eli, the high
priest, as passing by, observed
this woman and her mouth moved, but she didn't say any
words. She prayed in her heart
to the Lord. It isn't the outward
words that we need, but it's in
the heart. Well, then, Eli looked
and he thought something is
wrong here. She may be drinking, and maybe she just happened to wander into the house of
God and was sitting there in a
drunken stupor. He went up
and rebuked Hannah and Hannah said, in verse 16, "Count
not thine handmaid for a
daughter of Belia; for out of
the abundance of my complaint and grief have I spoken
hitherto."
Now Hannah wanted a child
so bad she said this to God. She
said "Lord, I want a child so
bad, more than life itself, I want
a son. But if you give me a son,
I'll turn around and I'll give him
back to you." Isn't that a
wonderful thing? She said, "If
you'll just give him to me, I'll
turn around and give him right
back to you. Eli answered her
then, in verse 17, and he said
this, "Then Eli answered and
said, Go in peace: and the
God of Israel grant thee thy
petition that thou hast asked
of Him."
Now this was the Word of the
Lord coming from Eli and Hannah believed the Word of God,
because in verse 18 is recorded
her faith. Listen to it, "and she
said, Let thine handmaid find
grace in thy sight. So the
woman went her way, and did
eat, and her countenance was

no more sad."She believed the
Word of God. She didn't have
the promise, but she believed
that she would have it and she
was no longer sad.
So then, everything happened
like Eli said. She had a son. She
named him Samuel and when
the child was weaned, she took
Samuel to Eli, the priest, and
she said, I'm going to give him
to you and he can serve the Lord
all the days of his life. You can
raise him up in the temple. He
will be God's son and I'll come
see him once a year. So once a
year she'd come to see him.
Now, you can't outgive God. If
you give God anything. God is
going to give more back to you.
God won't be indebted to you
and me. He doesn't need that.
So Hannah couldn't outgive the
Lord. She gave God all that she
had which she loved so much.
The Bible says, "For them
that honor me, I will honor,
and those who despise me
shall be lightly esteemed."
That's the scriptural principle
and it applied to Hannah. Just
as the name of Job is known
throughout the world because he
honored God. Even Khrushchev
who was an atheist quoted from
the book of Job. Many people
know of Job in China. Many
people know of Job in Japan.
Throughout the world his name
is known because he honored
God, but no body could name
Job's wife, because she
dishonored God. She cursed
God and died. Hannah honored
God.
Then the Bible says in I
Samuel 2:21, "And the Lord
visited Hannah." This is afterwards."So that she conceived,
and bare three sons and two
daughters." God gave five for
one. Now if you'll read it closely, you'll find that there is nor
time lapse there. She had a
multiple birth. Five at one time
and they all lived. Three sons
and two daughters plus she still
had Samuel, whom she saw on
occasion. Now this was the
Hannah that's in the text. Of
course, it was necessary to explain to you a little bit about
Hannah so that you might
understand the text. It says, "I
rejoice in thy salvation."
Now the first thing I want you
to notice about this is that Old

Testament salvation was real.
Now some people believe that it
was all form—all ceremony, but
here we find that it was
something that occurred in the
heart. In the beginning of the
verse it says, "my heart rejoiceth," it was an inward
thing. It was real. She felt it and
she rejoiced in His salvation.
There's a lot of people behind
stained glass windows, coming
to Sunday School and they have
nothing on the inside. Do you
know the Lord Jesus Christ
spoke about the last days and
He said that He sowed seed.
And the Scripture says that
"while men slept his enemy
came and sowed tares among
the wheat." Now the tares looked like the wheat, but it doesn't
have anything on the inside.
When it is fully grown, there's
nothing there. Hannah had
something on the inside. The
people who have nothing on the
inside regard the church,
teaching Sunday school and
supporting the church the same
as they would the PTA,or some
service organization. They
regard it as a good cause. They
never go home and in the
privacy of their home, "rejoice
in His salvation."
Now if you want to know if
you've got the real thing, try
yourself with this text. Do you
ever go home, when you're

alone (anybody can seem to worship God in church and sing
hymns and get caught up in
other people's feelings), but
when you go home, when you're
all alone, when there's nobody
but you, do you ever come to the
place where you have to rejoice
because God has saved you?
"His salvation." Have you ever
had that experience? Being
alone and "rejoicing in His
salvation." This is biblical.
In the book of I Peter 1:6,
"Wherein ye greatly rejoice
though now for a season, if
need be, ye are in heaviness
through manifold temptation." Even in the midst of
manifold temptations the apostle writes to the Christians and
he says "rejoice." Why are they
rejoicing? They are rejoicing in
salvation and, then again, in
I Peter 1:8."Whom having not
seen, ye love; in whom,
though now ye see him not,
yet believing, ye rejoice with
joy unspeakable and full of
glory." He is saying that the
Christian rejoices because he is
saved and if he doesn't do that,
he isn't saved. There are some
people here that know what I'm
talking about. They know what
it is. They know they're not
perfect, but they know that
there's times when they rejoice
in His salvation.
Now, then, the next thing 1
want you to notice about this is
that it was God's work. "I rejoice in thy salvation." Hannah explained it like this in her
own words in verse 8, it says,
"he raiseth up the poor out of
the dust and lifteth up the
beggar from the dunghill to
set them among princes and
to make them inherit the
throne of glory." Now here is
somebody that was in the
dunghill. That's a place where
nobody wants to be. Imagine
the worst possible slime and
pollution. You know these
chemical companies over across
the river, I don't know what it
is, but it looks like a bunch of
sludge that comes out of those
chemical plants. Now if you can
imagine stuff like that and you
being in the middle of that,
that's about the way it is. Hannah is saying that he lifts people
up out of the dunghill. The beggar is the person that doesn't
have any works, the beggar is
the person that doesn't have
anything.
The Bible says that Jesus
came into the world to seek and
to save that which was lost.
Jesus never shed one drop of
blood for the self-righteous. He
only saved the lost and unless a
person is willing to take their
place with the lost, they can't be
saved. God has to make them
that way. You know there is far,
far more hope for the prostitute
to be saved, for the drunkard to
be saved than for the selfrighteous Sunday school teacher
who doesn't have the grace of
God in them. There is more
hope, because the Bible lets us
know that He only came to seek
and to save that which was
lost—the sinner. The one who
has nothing to gain, the one who
is bankrupt of all works, the one
who cannot be baptized and
trust in that, who has no experience, has nothing at all. The
person who is totally helpless
before God, is the one that can
(Continued on Page 6 Column 1)
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It is not what we take up but what we give up that makes us rich.
Our Lord is not only sovereign pearances of One in human
she almost got into some serious
pay
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trouble, but she agreed
but He is also omniscient and he likeness whom we feel is none
because
product
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for
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have the completed canon of incarnate form. From this we
will
Jesus
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