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Introduction:
"Precious" means very costly; accounted as of great price.
"Much more precious" means
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WHY I AM A MISSIONARY BAPTIST
by H. B. Taylor
INow in Glory)
In the last chapter of Matthew, verses 18-20, you will find
these words: "And Jesus came
and spake unto them saying,
All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth. Go ye
therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father,and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost:
Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am
with you alway even unto the
end of the world. Amen." My
text is found in Matthew 28th
chapter, and 20th verse,
"Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you."

Peter told us "to be ready
always to give an answer to
every man that asketh you a
reason of the hope that is in you
with meekness and fear." That
is a good reason why every Baptist here today ought to be able
at any time to give his reasons
for being a Baptist: and contrariwise, since the Master never
established but one church,
every man, who isn't a Baptist
ought to be able to give reasons,
good and sufficient to satisfy the
Lord Jesus at the judgment,
why he is not a Baptist. For if
the church that Jesus built was a
Baptist church, then no churches but Baptist churches are
churches of Christ and every
man will have to face the Lord
Jesus at the judgment and tell

"KNOWN BY THEIR FRUIT"
by Roy W. Snell
Charleston, W. Va.
A joker has noted that it is no
longer the vogue to place
steeples or crosses on the topmost parts of our church
buildings — it being much more
convenient to use weathervanes.
Now they can shift position
every time the wind blows from
a different direction. Permissiveness, the situation ethics,
New Morality and the current
rush into ecumenicalism,
separately or in corporation, all
have contributed to the shifting
sands of present day Christendom. Divorce, abortions, inerrancy of the Scriptures, deity of
Christ, ordaining of women to
the ministry, homosexual rights,
the social gospel, and now the
newer "political" gospel, along
with the increasing influx and
encroachment of secular
humanism, has created a
shambles and caused havoc in
much of that entity which
heretofore has regarded itself as
a "church."

In far too many instances
those who are wont to call
themselves children of God have
made of themselves objects of
derision and a laughing stock in
the eyes of the world. Except for
the Lordship of our Jesus and
the credibility of the Scriptures,
all the other cancerous aberrations listed above are "dirty
laundry," and the so-called
church of Christ has hung it out
for all the world to gloat over. If
the scorn and contempt of this
present world was the result of a
scriptural holiness on the part of
the professing church, then it
would be most commendable
and our precious Lord would
say; "Blessed art thou", but
such is not the case.
Almost without exception all
the known denominations are
engaged in internal bickering
or
and fighting over one, twocermost of those issues which
tainly must be an abominable
stench in the nostrils of our
Lord. Some, who considered
be
to
themselves
have
"fundamentalists"

THE BAPTIST
EXAMINER
Truly, this name must have
had origin from supernatural
thought.
It is an examiner, it examines
the man and God who made
man.
It examines sin and Devil for
its head.
It examines the sinner and his
Saviour.
It examines the Bible and
makes it plain.
It examines the infidel, for the
Devil or for God.
It makes a Christian examine
his heart and life.
It examines the security of the
believer and shows how saved
souls can not be lost.
It examines the power of God
and the weakness of man.
It examines Christmas and
shows where it came from, not
Christian but Pagan.
—L.E. Jarrell

Him why he joined some church
founded by an uninspired man,
instead of the one founded by
the Lord Jesus Himself. There is
(Continued on Page 5 Column 3)
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to hold in great honor; esteemed
very dear.
One of the simplest and most
rewarding of Bible studies is to
take one word and see how it is
used in different parts of the Bible. Today we are to consider
the word "precious," which
Peter used over and over in his
two Epistles. When someone or
something is precious, it means
that it is of great price or worth,
or they are highly esteemed. If
someone or something is
precious to me then he, she, or it

will bring about certain reactions!
(1) My thoughts will be full of
that person or thing.
(2) I will cherish and guard
that person or thing.
(3) I shall dread any thought
of harm or loss coming to that
person or thing.
(4) I will find it almost impossible to live without that person or thing.
What is it that fills Peter's
mind and that he cherishes and
guards? As we read these two
Epistles we will find a number
of references that speak
about the precious Person of the
Lord Jesus Christ and the
various things that become
precious to us when we believe
on Him. Why is the Lord so
precious to believers? It is
because of all that He is in His
glorious Person. But it is also
true to say that He is precious to
believers because of the blessings that He bestows upon
them. Let us therefore meditate
upon the precious things that
become ours when we come to
know Him, the Precious One
Himself, as our Saviour and
Lord. Why is Jesus precious?
I. Notice I Peter 1:18-21.
Here he tells us that the Lord is
precious because of the blood he
has shed for us.
The expression "the blood"
(Continued on Page 5 Column 1)

IS THIS YOU?...

BILL AND HIS PA WAS
WITH YOU IN SPIRIT
by F. C. Flowers
Last Sunday Pa did not go to
church. He went to the farm,
looked over the prospects for a
crop, then drove out to a
neighbor's home in the afternoon. That night, he said he was
tired, and did not go to church.
But you ought to have seen Pa
the next day when he met the
pastor on the street. Pa was as
friendly and sociable as any man
you ever saw. He couldn't be
nice enough to the pastor. After
talking awhile the pastor said:
"Brother, we missed you greatly
yesterday at the services. I trust
none of you were sick at home."
"Well we are not exactly
well," said Pa. "We all have
colds, but I reckon we might be
worse."
"I missed you at Sunday
School, and in the preaching

Oitt Vaptist Examiner Pulpit

service, and I was a bit uneasy
about you," said the Pastor.
"I was disappointed in not being able to be with you, but I
assure you that I was with you
in spirit," said Pa in his most
cordial way.
The Pastor again expressed
his regrets, and they parted.
When we were at home, Pa
noticed that I had not split
enough wood Saturday to do
several days and he got after me.
"Son, didn't I ask you to split
enough wood Saturday to last
this week. And I see you have
not done it. How often shall I
have to correct you for leaving
off your tasks before they are
done? You will never amount to
much if you are so neglectful in
your duties."
I guess it was mean in me,
and I know I didn't mean to be
saucy to Pa, but I couldn't help
saying it: "Pa , I am sorry I did
not finish the job you gave me,

A Sermon By John R. Gilpin

"REGENERATION"
Text, John 3:3, "Except a
man be born again, he can not
see the kingdom of God."
Considering its vital and fundamental importance, I am sure
that Regeneration has not been
sufficiently emphasized. We
might differ with reference to
what it means to be "Born
Again," or to be Regenerated,
but if we accept the Bible as the
Inspired Word of God, we will
all agree that it is impossible to
see or enter the kingdom of God
without this change whatever it
may be.

trees
You may see those great
but
Coast;
Pacific
the
on
will
you
change
without this
never see the Tree of Life which
throne of
grows hard by the
the most
see
God. You may
beautiful rivers of the earth; but
without this change you will
never see the River of Water of
Life, which tingles its silver into
the sea of glass mingled with
fire. You may see the different
countries, for it may be your
privilege to travel; but without
this change you will never see
that country, which John Bu-

nyan called "Beulah Land."
You may see the great cities of
this world; but without this
change you will never see that
city which "hath foundations
whose builder and maker is
God."
THE NECESSITY OF
REGENERATION
First, I will discuss the
necessity of Regeneration. This
necessity grows out of the fact of
sin. Man's condition before God
is unspeakably bad. Several
terms or ideas are used to
ii
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REGENERATION
(Continued from Page 11

describe him - "the transgressor of the law," "the
man,"
unrighteous
"unbelievers," "sinners," "lost"
and many other terms equally as
strong. The Bible teaches that
"all have sinned and come short
of the glory of God";'that man
by nature is "dead in trespasses
and in sin"; that "the whole
land head is sick and the whole
heart is faint"; that "out of the
head is sick and the whole heart
proceed evil thoughts, murders,
adulteries, fornications, thefts,
false witness, blasphemies";
that "all we like sheep have gone
astray; we have turned every
one to his won way." The picture of the unregenerate heart is
indeed a black an awful picture
to look upon.
THE CONDITION OF
REGENERATION
Secondly, I shall point out the
conditions of Regeneration. But
before doing so, permit me to
say: No external ordinance, action nor institution comes between the soul and God as a condition of salvation. And that
man, whosoever he may be, who
would attempt to put anything
he can do between the soul and
God, as a condition of salvation,
is a dangerous teacher to follow!
But what are the conditions of
Regeneration?
L Hearing the Gospel. "So
then faith, corneal by hearing, and hearing by the Word
of God"(Rom. 10:17). "For I
am not ashamed of the Gospel
of Christ for it is the power of
God unto salvation to every
one that believeth" (Rom.
1:16; also Rom. 10:13-15). By
Gospel Paul means that we have
sinned; that God loved us and
gave His Son to die for us; that
He was buried; that He came
out of the grave, and that He is
now at the right hand of the Majesty on High making intercession for us.
2. Conviction for sin. We do
not hear much about conviction
today, but on the day of
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
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toward our Lord Jesus Christ. It
is repent or perish! It is turn or
burn! But what is meant by
repentance? Repentance is not
penance. Repentance means:
(a) Knowledge of sin's guilt.
Do you realize that you have
fallen short of God's white standard? Do you realize that you
have "missed the mark?" Are
you aware that you are a lost
sinner in God's sight? This is
the first element in repentance.
(b) Sorrow for sin's acts.
Sometimes we are overtaken in
our sins and then we get very
sorry. This is not repentance.
God is holy, just and pure, and
therefore hates sin. I have sinned and by so doing I have
brought grief and pain to His
great loving heart. And now in
my heart I am sorry. This is
repentance.
(c) The abandoning of sin's
ways. If a man is a profane
swearer and repents, it means
that he gives up his profanity. If
a man is a drunkard and
repents, it means that he gives
up his drunkenness. The kind of
repentance his wife wants and
that God demands, is quitting
repentance. Repentance is not
only a heart broken on account
of sin, but a life broken from
sin! Repentance is declaring
unending warfare on sin!
Repentance is, "the response of
the awakened soul to the call of
God to forsake sin."
IThe righting of sin's
wrongs. There are many things
which the sinner in his wild and
reckless life has done, that can
never be corrected. But so far as
it is possible he must right sin's
wrongs. He must do some
"stripe washing."
4. Heart faith. Read carefully
the following: Acts 16:32; John
3:36; 5:24; 6:47. Also read,
Rom. 10:9-11. A preacher who
did not, believe in "heart-felt
religion remarked, as he placed
his hand level with his ears,
"religion does not affect a man
below the ears." An old colored
preacher hearing of the remark
said, "He ought to have said,
not as I knows of, it doesn't."
When you believe in the
crucified and risen Christ as
your personal Saviour, you are
saved - saved on the spot, saved NOW."He that believeth on
the Son HATH everlasting life."

You now should do your duty by
joining the church and being
baptized, and living a consecrated and useful life from
love and appreciation and not
from fear of Hell. Now that you
have life you ought to "grow in
grace." You have life, "let your
light shine." You have believed,
you have faith, "add to your
faith" the other Christian
graces.
OF
NATURE
THE
REGENERATION
Third, we will consider the
nature of Regeneration.
Negatively:
1. The renunciation of error
and the apparent taking hold of
truth, is not regeneration.
Simon Maigus, the Sorcerer,
had renounced error and seemingly had taken hold of truth,
but as a matter of fact had not
believed to the saving of his
soul. For Peter said: "Thou hast
neither part nor lot in this matter; for thy heart is not right in
the sight of God" and "thou art
in the gall of bitterness, and in
the bond of iniquity."
2. Reformation is not
regeneration. There has been
too much preaching like this,
"quit your meanness and join
the church but not quit their
meanness, and some have quit
their meanness but have not
quit their meanness but have not
joined the church. Regeneration
guarantees reformation, but
reformation is not regeneration.
You owe at the store, one hundred dollars, and you resolve to
begin to pay cash henceforth.
Will beginning to pay cash settle
the old account? Will that
satisfy the merchant? Suppose
you could quit your meanness
and never from this time commit
another sin or do another
dishonorable deed - how about
the old record with its blackness
of sin? It must be settled. It
must be covered by the blood of
Christ, and His righteousness
must be placed to your credit.
3. A loud profession is not
regeneration. There is a vast difference in profession and possession. Judas Iscariot had made a
loud profession. But ie had
never been in possession of
salvation. He was a "devil,"
"the son of perdition," and went
to "his own place." He fell from
his Apostleship, but not from

Grace.
4. Culture is not regeneration.
Christians are not turned out
like wagon spokes from a factory. We enter the kingdom by
the second birth. We do not
grow up into grace. We are saved by grace, and should grow in
grace. Growth is the law of all
healthy life. The most cultured
person on earth, without
regeneration, will on the Judgment Day, hear the words,
"depart ye cursed I never knew
you," just as certainly as the
most vile will hear them. We are
to first "make disciples" and
then to teach them.
5. Morality is not regeneration. If anybody could have
been saved without the "new
birth," it would have been
Nicodemus. He, was moral,
cultured, refined and not only
that, he was an inquirer. But
Jesus looked this splendid
gentleman in the eye and said,
must be born again." And
this is the "must" of Jesus. It
stands like the laws of the
Med( s and Persians "unalterable." It stands like the
mountain peak rooted in the
earth, its top lost in the blue
Heaven. "YE MUST BE
BORN AGAIN." A man may
be honest, honorable, and
upright in all his dealings with
his fellow men, and not be a
redeemed man. Even a corpse
"
ye

ought to be clean. Any man who works." We are to "work out
claims to be decent ought to be our salvation" - work it out in
honest and honorable. But he its splendid fulfillment, to its utmay be all that and not be a termost results. But we cannot
Christian. The rich young ruler work out our salvation in the
asked, "Good Master, what sense of meriting it. 0-u-t
shall I do to inherit eternal doesn't spell for!
life?" Jesus answered, "Why
"I would not work my soul to
callest me good? None, is good
you
-if
save
save one, that is God"
For that my Lord hath done;
admit that I am good you say
that I am Divine, that to keep But I would work like any slave,
For love of God's dear Son."
the commandments, and several
7. Church membership is not
were named, and he said, "All
Joining the church
from
my
regeneration.
kept
I
these things
youth up." Jesus replied, "Yet will not an more make a man a
lackest thou one thing?" What Christian than going into a
was the "one thing?" It was not garage will make a man an
desire, reverence or character. automobile. The church is not
Jesus knew that he had not ac- the Saviour, but it is the home of
cepted Him as Master. He the saved. It is God's plan for
struck at the very heart of the your life, that you should join a
matter. He lacked that quality church, that you should
of soul that comes from knowing associate yourself with His people. For a man who claims to be
God through Christ.
6. Good works will not save. a Christian, to say he can live as
Good works have nothing to do well out of the church as in it, is
with salvation, but with to reflect on the wisdom of Him
rewards. We are saved by grace who founded the church, loved
through faith and rewarded for it and gave Himself for it.
"I love Thy church, 0 God;
what we do. Salvation is not a
Her walls before Thee stand,
reward, it is a GIFT. "The gift
Dear as the apple of Thine
of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord." (Rom. eye,
And graven on Thy hand.
6:23). See also John 10:28.
For her my tears shall fall;
"Therefore we conclude that a
For her my prayers ascend;
man is justified by faith without
the deeds of the law" (Rom.
To her my cares and toils be
3:28). "But to him that worketh given,
not, but believeth on Him that
Till toils and cares shall end."
justifieth the ungodly, his faith
8. Baptism is not regenerais counted for righteousness" tion. "Baptism is essential to
(Rom. 4:5). But someone may those things for which it was
ask, are we not saved partly by given, for Christ does not give
grace and partly by works? Let commands foolishly." But bapPaul answer: "And if by grace, tism is not essential to salvation.
then it is no more of works: Some have claimed that Baptists
otherwise grace is no more believe in "baptismal remisgrace. But if it be of works, then sion," but as a matter of fact we
it is no more grace: otherwise believe the exact opposite. We
work is no more work" (Rom. believe it is impossible to be
Scripturally baptized until you
11:6). Some would sing are saved. Bible baptism, as we
"Jesus paid a part
believe, "Is the immersion of a
And I a part, you know;
believer lone who is already savSin had left a little stain,
We washed it white as snow." ed)into water, by the proper adBut no!
ministrator." Baptism does not
"Jesus paid it all,
procure, but declares. It shows
All to Him I owe,
in picture what has taken place
Sin had left a crimson stain, in the heart. President Weaver,
He washed it white as snow." of Mercer University, put it
"For by grace are ye saved thus: "Baptism presents a trinithrough faith; and that not of ty of truths. 1. Historical Chrisyourselves: it is the gift of tianity-the death, burial and
God: not of works, lest any resurrection of our Lord are
man should boast. For we are dramatically represented in the
His workmanship, created in burial, and resurrection of our
Christ Jesus unto good Lord
are
dramatically
works"(Eph. 2:8-10). It is im- rpnrpqpnipd in the burial and
possible to do any good works burial, and resurrection from
until we are saved. "What shall water; 2. Experimental Chriswe do, that we might work the tianity-the experience of the
works of God?" Jesus answered believer once dead in sin and
and said unto them, "This is now alive through faith in Jesus
the work of God, that ye Christ, rising from a watery
believe on Him whom he hath grave to walk in newness of life;
sent"(John 6:28-29). And there 3. Prophetic Christianity-the
is no contradiction between Paul Christian's hope of a resurrecand James. They agree ab- tion from the dead after the
burial of the body i• n the grave."
solutely.
MERITORIOUSLY, we are Baptists have always and
saved by Christ, IN- everywhere believed in "blood
STRUMENTALLY, we are before water and Christ before
saved by faith. EVIDENTIAL-. church, and God's Holy Spirit
LY, we are saved by works. Or, first of all in the conviction and
in other words, we show by our conversion of the sinner." Bapworks that we are saved.
tist have no disposition to
There are those who would change that old song.
sing:
"There is a fountain filled
"Amazing works how sweet with blood,
the sound,
Drawn from Immanuel's
That saved a wretch like me; veins,
I once was lost but now I am
Andl sinners plunged beneath
found
floo ,
Lose all their guilty stains."
Was blind but now I see."
But no!
"
Tlo'here is a fountain filled
"Amazing grace how sweet
,
ift)hrawater,
terfr
the sound.
from the city's main,
That saved a wretch like me
And sinners plunged beneath
I once was lost but now I am
thatflood,
Losea
found.
all their guilty stains."
Was blind but now I see."
If I should hear a man who
No, there is no contradiction
whatever between Paul and claims to be a Baptist say: "You
James. Genuine faith will must be baptized in order to be
manifest itself in good works. "I saved, or you cannot be saved
will show thee m3 faith by my
(Continued on Page 3 Column
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Some folk are so Scripturally ignorant that they think the mercy-seat of today is a piece of furniture.

ATION
REGENER
(Continued from Page 2)

new creature; old things are
passed away; behold all things
without baptism," I would feel are become new." New
like taking a piece of sandpaper thoughts, new hopes, new joys,
and rubbing the name Baptist new opportunities and new
off of him.
possibilities! The things I once
BIBLE STUDY LESSON
I have told you what loved I now hate, and the things
By WILLARD PYLE
regeneration is not. Now I shall I once hated I now love.
try to tell you what it is.
Abe Mulkey, the once wellPastor - First Baptist Church of Naples Park, Florida
Positively:
known evangelist, was stan1. It is a Divine change. ding on the street corner in a
"Which were born, not of blood, western town, and a man who
nor of the will of the flesh, nor of had known him years before
the will of man, but of God." I came up and said: "Mr.
Psalm 16:1-6
Christ, we must begin at Moses
can lift myself by my bootstraps, Mulkey, I am glad to see you."
"And to the excellent, in
Intro: The center and cir- and then all the prophets and all whom is all my delight." We
just as easily as you can save Mulkey replied, "You are
yourself by anything you can do mistaken in your man." The cumference of the Word of God of the Scriptures and expound can readily see why He is
aside from two things - repen- man started off saying, "I beg is the story of the Lord Jesus them (Luke 24:27). So in this precious to the believer (I Pet.
tance toward God and faith in your pardon." He gave Mulkey Christ. "In the volume of the Psalm we see Christ Jesus the 2:7); but the wonder is, how
Jesus Christ. It would be just as a second look and said, "You Book it is written of Me" Lord and Christ Jesus the man could we be precious to Him!
easy for a river to reverse its cur- can't fool me, I know you. This (Heb. 10:7); "they are they in His relationship to God and We are His purchased possesrent-turn around and flow up is Abe Mulkey." Mulkey smiled which testify of Me" (John in His relationship to His peo- sion (Eph. 1:14). Jesus,
the channel as for a man to save and said, "No, the Abe Mulkey 5:39); "To Him give all the ple. We also have an application "having loved His own"(John
himself by anything he can do, you knew is dead. I was at his prophets witness" (Acts in portions of this Psalm which 13:1) should cause our hearts to
is David and rejoice.
except repent of sin and believe funeral, I saw him buried. This 10:43). Therefore if we are to get tchaen,..aind
do describe
ntsinvEi
VERSE 4
in Christ. But I have seen that is new Abe Mulkey; redeemed a true and complete picture of
general.
"Their sorrows shall be
thing take place-I stood at the Abe Mulkey." "Our man is
"Preserve me,0God." The multiplied that hasten after
mouth of the Apalachcola crucified with Christ; neverRiver, Florida, and saw that theless, I live; yet not I but His Word? Now visit with those doctrine of the preservation of another god." It is folly indeed
who believe in the absolute the saints is a glorious doctrine to turn from the wells of salvagreat navigable river turn Christ liveth in me."
squarely around and flow back
sovereignty of God and discover taught throughout the Word of tion to the polluted waters of
up the channel. But only when
how many of those are concern- God. God is the Author and this world. Those who have run
the Gulf of Mexico sets its tide
ing themselves with those Finisher of our faith (Heb. greedily after the error of
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Too, it is clear that this par- ed Him from the dead" (Gal. not free: Have I not seen the of the church. The apostolic of- were inspired by the Holy Spirit.
Lord?" (I Cor. 9:1).
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tenth chapter of Matthew for in- apostles plus Paul, many of non-technical sense. In this built upon the foundation of distinct from the other offices of
struction to go forth. Thus, this whom God used and inspired to sense, all the saved are apostles. the apostles and prophets, the church, and due to the
wrong application of Scripture, finish the writing of the canon of In the sense that we are sent by Jesus Christ Himself being qualifications and the manner of
as to dispensation, is often made the Holy Scriptures, including God to do a mission in the the chief cornerstone" (Eph. calling to the office, they could
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An apostle in the N.T. must fice. The very nature of the named in the Scripture; if this
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So, in this, it is very obvious need for the office of prophecy, did have miraculous powers and the Apostle John, for one of the mentioned in the letter to the
that such deluded people are including the need for prophecy, gifts. He must have seen the requirements of apostleship church of Ephesus. Any one
miracles, etc., except as further Lord Jesus Christ in person. was, the person filling the office who claims to be an apostle tolisted in Acts 12:28 and other Now, there are no such in- must have seen the corporeal liv- day would have to be classed
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER scriptures regarding such offices dividuals on the earth today. ing Christ after His resurrection with these,"which say they are
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as Pastor and deacons, as func- Our Lord is not appointing from the grave (Acts 1:21, 22). apostles, and are not,and hast
apostles today. There are none
Matthias succeeded Judas, found them liars:" (Rev. 2:2).
tional offices, as needed.
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MISSIONARY

PRECIOUS

before everyone has heard it once?
With millions dying in sin, why should anyone hear the Gospel twice

QUESTION:—When did
priests work a "racket" with
offering-money?
ANSWER:—In the days of
King Jehoash, Second Kings
12:4-7 (Moffatt's translation is
preferable here). - "Jehoash had
ordered the priests that all
sacred monies paid into the temple of the Eternal, the money
each man was assessed to pay,
and the money which he contributed of his own accord, all
must be taken by the priests, by
each priest from his own
customers, and devoted to the
repair of any dilapidations to be
found in the temple.' But even
when King Jehoash had reached
his twenty-third year, the priests
had not repaired the dilapidations of the temple. So kind
Jehoash summoned Jehoiada
and the other priests.'Why have
you not repaired the dilapidations of the temple? he asked
them. Instead of accepting
money from your customers,
hand it over for the repair of the
temple.'"

else. If it isn't in the Bible it isn't
Baptist doctrine: if it is Baptist
doctrine you can find it in the
Bible. Our orders tell us to go
and preach the Gospel to every
creature: that's why we are Missionary Baptists. A member of
this church or any other Baptist
church who doesn't believe in
missions or who doesn't do
something for missions is a
hypocrite and disobedient to the
last orders of the Head of this
and every other Baptist church.
The Bible tells us that "Jesus
made and baptized disciples" —
and His orders to us are to "go,
make disciples" and then baptize them. "Disciples were called Christians" at Antioch. A
disciple is a Christian. The Oxford Bible in Matthew 28:19
gives these words as the literal
translation, "teaching all nations, or making Christians of
all nations." Jesus baptized
none but disciples or Christians.
He commanded us to baptize
none but disciples or Christians.
For that reason Baptists baptize
no infants, no seekers, no sinners, no probationers, nobody
except those who claim to be
Christians; because Jesus, the
founder of the first Baptist
Church, did not baptize
anybody but disciples or Christians. He left us an example and
told us to walk in His steps.
That is why Baptists are
sticklers for regenerated church
membership. Jesus started us
that way and told us to "observe
all things whatsoever He commanded."

Jesus walked sixty miles to be
immersed in the river Jordan by
the first Baptist preacher. That
explains why Baptists are
sticklers for immersion and for
Baptist baptism. They were
started that way and the Master
told us to do as He said. The Bible, our guide-book, makes baptism so clear and plain that
anybody can read it out of the
Book, if he wants to. That is
why so many of the common
people are Baptists. I could tell
you this morning, if I had the
time, how that when there were
no Baptists in Germany, J. G.
Oncken was made a Baptist by
reading the New Testament,
and started to England to find a
Baptist preacher to baptize him.
I. N. Yohannon, a Persian, converted under a Presbyterian
Missionary, read the New
Testament and came from Persia to New York to get Baptist
baptism. In the island of Cuba,
Diaz became a Baptist from
reading the New Testament.
That is why in the state of
Parihyba, Brazil, men converted under a Presbyterian
Missionary and made Baptists
by reading the New Testament,
sent for a Baptist preacher in
Pernambuco to come up and
baptize them. Baptists take the
Bible as it reads and don't try to
explain it away. The Bible says
that John was baptizing in Enon
near to Salem because there was

much water there (John 3:23).
Baptists believe what the Bible
says and hunt "much water,"
when they go to baptize. The Bi-

ble says that Jesus came to the
Jordan to be baptized of John
(Matt. 3:13). That is why Baptists go to the water instead of
bringing the water to the candidate. The Bible says Jesus was
baptized in Jordan (Mark 1:9).
That is why Baptists baptize in
water instead of putting water
on the candidate. Years ago
Bro. A. J. Preston met a prominent Presbyterian Judge in the
city where he was pastor at that
time, who said to him, "Have
you seen the Birmingham morning paper? Did you read where
De Witt Talmage immersed a
man in the River Jordan the
other day?" Bro. Preston said:
"Judge, I want to ask you one
question. How is it that when
you read in a daily paper that a
Presbyterian preacher in the
19th century baptized a man in
the River Jordan, you say he immersed him: and then when you
read in the Bible that in the first
century a Baptist preacher baptized the Lord Jesus in the River
Jordan, you deny that He was
immersed?" The Presbyterian
Judge has not answered him yet.
The Bible says that Philip and
the eunuch went down into the
water (Acts 8:38). That is why
Baptists do it that way today.
The Bible describes baptism as
a burial and resurrection (Rom.
6:3-4). That is why Baptists insist that immersion only is baptism. The Bible says that Jesus
after His baptism came up
straightway out of the water
(Mark 1:10). It takes "much
water," "going to the water,"

"going into the water, a burial
and a resurrection and a
"coming out of the water" to
make a Bible baptism. That is
why Baptists will not have any
other kind. There isn't any other
kind in the Bible and Baptists
will not accept for doctrines the
commandments of men (Matt.
15:9).
The Bible says: "Every one
of us shall give an account of
himself to God"(Rom. 14:2).
For that reason Baptists have no
godfathers or godmothers or
sponsors and do not believe in
any proxies in religion. We do
not baptize babies nor believe in
infant membership because that
puts a preacher or a priest or an
ordinance or a church or a
sacrament between the soul and
God; and the Bible says,"There
is one Mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus"
(I Tim. 2:5). Baptists believe
that infant baptism is a sin
against God and against little
children; because it takes away
from the child the privilege and
duty of obeying Jesus for itself
in baptism after it has repented
and believed in Christ for life
and salvation. Because Baptist
churches take the Bible as their
only rule of faith and practice,
they are the only churches that
in all their history have never
connected salvation with baptism, either for infants or adults;
but have always contended that
salvation is essential to baptism
rather than baptism being essential to salvation. God's order is
(Continued on Page 7 Column 5)

MISSIONARY
(Continued from Page 5)

4:1). His mission was set forth in
these words: "Jesus made and
baptized more disciples than
John." His mission was the
same kind of a mission that
Baptists have always had. John
was a Baptist because his mission was to make and baptize
disciples. Baptists are the only
folk on earth who are still working at that kind of a mission —
who make men disciples then
baptize them and baptize
nobody else except disciples or
Christians. John the Baptist
baptized Christ and all the
twelve apostles and Christ's
church is built on them, "Jesus
Himself being the chief corner stone" (Eph. 2:20). Since
the material for the church Jesus
built was ready made by a Baptist preacher it was Baptist
material and the church
organized out of it was a Baptist
church. The church that Jesus
called "My church was
therefore a Baptist church. To
that church He gave His marching orders — (Matt. 28:
18-20). His marching orders are
His program for that church and
every other Baptist church until
He comes again. His orders are
very explicit: "Go ye therefore
and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy spirit:
teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am
with you alway, even unto the
end of the world." Baptists are
comanded to teach all things the
Lord Jesus has commanded:
they are not commanded to
teach anything He hasn't commanded. That is why I say Baptist doctrine includes all things
commanded and taught and
practiced by Christ and His
apostles and excludes everything
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