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ROPES AND RAGS
by John R. Gilpin, Sr.

(Now In Glory)

t, "And Ebed-melech the
'-,thiopian said unto
Jeremiah, Put now these old
Nst clouts and rotten rags
Under thine armholes under
'Ile cords. And Jeremiah did
so. So they drew up Jeremiah
with cords, and took him up
°lit of the dungeon: and
Jeremiah remained in the
urt of the prison" (Jer. 38:

12, 13).
Jeremiah was the type of

John R. Gilpin, Sr.

,Preaeher who believed what he
'reached. Accordingly, he took

c'Irders from no one but God. He
21ldn't even preach lies for a
541 ticket even in time of great
ahonal distress.
L, Our text takes us back to the
1.411,..e, when Jeremiah was in dif-
ligity because of his preaching.
i;ae army of the king of Babylon
144 surrounded the city of
!et'usalem, and Jeremiah being

tsPired of the Lord knew thatkae City was going to fall into the
41s of the Babylonians.

aerefore, he urged the in-
IT°Itants thereof to surrender

ilk their lives might be saved.
ti 'Aurally, the men of war
:elared that Jeremiah was
weakening the hands of the peo-
ye, and accordingly, they had
111411 Put in prison. I do not mean

itt they put him into an or-

dinary prison, but rather they
put him in a dungeon filled with
mire. Even under normal cir-
cumstances he could not have
long lived in this place. Of
course, now in time of war, he
would doubtlessly be forgotten
and surely die from starvation.
However, God took care of

Jeremiah, for He had within the
palace one who was a friend to
Jeremiah. This was Ebed-
melech who was a Negro. Secur-
ing permission from the king,
Ebed-melech went to the
dungeon, and after instructing
Jeremiah to put old rags under
his arms so the ropes might not
cut his flesh, he lifted him with
ropes out of the dungeon, and
thus saved his life.
I realize that this is not a

familiar story, yet I believe that
in this much neglected portion
of God's Word, we will find a
remarkable illustration of salva-
tion by grace.

I. IT IS INTERESTING
TO NOTICE JEREMIAH'S
CONDITION.
To be sure, he was in a

dungeon. He had not always
been there. As we have noted,
because of his loyalty to God
and seemingly disloyalty to
Jerusalem, he had been cast into
the dungeon. So it is with the
sinner. Every man is a sinner,
yet man hasn't always been a
sinner. The third chapter of
Genesis tells the story of the fall
of the human family. When God
placed Adam in the Garden of
Eden he was perfect in every
particular, yet Adam sinned and
transgressed God's holy law,
with the result that he fell from
the position of holy perfection.
Just as Jeremiah had been cast
down into that dungeon, so man
fell from a position of holiness to
one of sin.
There was no light for

Jeremiah within this dungeon.
(Continued on Page 6 Column 21

PARTICULAR
REDEMPTION

„ bY Robert E. McNeill
As thou hast given him

RD°. wer over all flesh, that he
th'tlitld give eternal life to as
11;141Y as thou hast given

(John 17:2).
°rut all the doctrines of Grace
4-, the system of theology known
h'ithe five points of Calvinism, I
metleve the last one to be receiv-

i, or believed is our snippet,
4rticular Redemption. This

oas true in my own personal ex-
and it is true with the

Majority' of those who classify
4etliselves as Calvinists. There
l'e those whom we believe are
ithIconsistent that classify
'Il taselves as 4-point Calvinists.

eY will believe in man's total
e„ePravity, they believe in un-
Liti.clitional election, they
R.:11eVe in God's irresistible

and they most assuredly
tt: leve in the perseverance of
1.): saints, but they cannot bring
dietaselves to believe that God
4:4 Just for the elect, for a rem-

of the world's total popula-

ehY is this? If Particular
clo"eunption is The last of the
altbetrines to be accepted
-°11-gli it is usually listed right

at i. the midst of the five
er -"tents of the Calvinistic
reeed, there has to be a reason or
iiii48°As for it. I believe the most
hilrant reason is because the
ler,e itseli uses some universal
atn-'s in connection with the
itC, 

til
Iletnent which if not studiede light of the whole scope of

revelation, gives the defender of
Universal Redemption his so-
called "proof texts" that Christ
died for all men. The vast ma-
jority of those who believe in
Universal Redemption have
never made a study of the
restrictive passages of the Word
that inform us that Christ had a

(Continued on Page 3 Column 21
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ALL THINGS COMMON
by Ray Brown

Box 203
Cannelton, W. Va. 26376

Text: I Corinthians 3:21-23.
"Therefore let no man glory
in men. For all things are
yours. Whether Paul, or
Apollos, or Cephas, or the
world, or life, or death, or
things present, or things to
come; all are yours; And ye
are Christ's; and Christ is
God's." To get a brief introduc-

Ray Brown

tion here to what Paul is talking
about in the closing verses of
Chapter 3, we need to go back to
Chapter 1. Notice what he says
in verse 12, "Now this I say,

that everyone of you saith, I
am of Paul; and I of Apollos;
and I of Cephas; and I of
Christ. Is Christ divided? Was
Paul crucified for you? Or
were ye baptized in the name
of Paul?" They were looking to
him in leadership in the church
and there was a division in the
church. There was a division
among them because they were
lifting up these men and wor-
shipping them instead of God.
In Chapter 3, verse 5, "Who
then is Paul, and who is
Apollos, but ministers by
whom ye believed, even as the
Lord gave to every man? I
have planted, Apollos
watered; but God gave the in-
crease. So then neither is he
that planteth any thing,
neither he that watereth; but
God that giveth the increase.
Now he that planteth and he
that watereth are one: and
every man shall receive his
own reward according to his
own labor."
He that planteth and he that

watereth, Paul said, is nothing.
It is God that giveth the in-
crease. Paul says in I Corin-
thians 4:15 — "For though ye
have ten thousand instructors

(Continued on Page 8 Column 2)

VICTORY IN
CHRIST
by John Alber

Would you take your Bible
and turn with me to the
first epistle of John, chapter
one and verses eight through the
tenth verse. "If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not
in us. If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. If we say

•

John Alber
that we have not sinned, we
make him a liar, and his word
is not in us" (I John 1:8-10).
Then, would you take your

Bible and keep your finger in

(Continued on Page 9 'Column 1)

THE LORD HATH DONE
GREAT THINGS FOR US

by J.E. Pierce
Pastor, Grace Baptist Church

Bradenton, Florida
This is a high day for me to-

day, a great day and since it is
my anniversary it seems like I
ought to be able to do with it
what I please. What I have
pleased to do is to turn it into a
memorial service for my friends

rather than make it an anniver-
sary party.
My anniversary would be

worth nothing, would it not be
for the things I'll be able to br-
ing up and talk about concern-
ing my friends. As the Psalmist
said, while I was musing the fire
burned. You be sure of it, while
I was meditating and thinking

Naptist Examiner liulpit
A Sermon by Pastor Joseph M. Wilson

IF ARMIN IAN THEOLOGY BE TRUE
"For by grace are ye saved

through faith; and that not of
yourselves: it is the gift of
God" (Ephesians 2:8).
On occasion it is a good

teaching method to use reverse
psychology. Sometimes it is well
to prove and emphasize truth by
showing the absurdity of error.
The purpose of this article is to
illustrate the truth of sovereign
grace, by showing the
foolishness of Arminianism. We
stand in need of strong dealing
with Arminianism. Too long
have sovereign gracers evidenc-
ed a cowardly defensive attitude
toward Arminianism. Too long
have some sovereign gracers
walked hand in hand down the
road of compromise with Armi-

nians — opposing their
sovereign grace brothers who
stand strong for truth — bragg-
ing on the mighty deeds' of the
Arminians. Sovereign grace
believers must take a strong
stand for truth and against Ar-
minian heresy. We need to
endeavor to force the Arminian
to face the reality of what he
teaches. There are many Armi-
nians who are no doubt truly
saved people. However, many of
them live in sort of a dream
world, theologically speaking;
they do not realize the reality of
what they preach and the
necessary consequences thereof.
I have a hope that some of them
will (by God's grace) be made to
see what they really are

teaching, that they might be
brought to the glorious truth of
salvation by the sovereign grace
of God. Therefore, in our deal-
ing with Arminians, let us seek
to show them what they are real-
ly propagating, hold them to
this point, and pray God will
bless His Word to their giving
up of this awful heresy and em-
bracing His glorious truths.
We shall examine Arminian

theology and look to some
necessary results if this doctrine
be true. There are two major
contrasting doctrines as to how
men are saved. The sovereign
gracer — I rarely call him a
Calvinist anymore — believes
that there are five great Bible
(Continued on Page 2 Column 11

over all of the histories since I
came here, fire was kindled in
my bosom. I hope today that
when I have finished, it will kin-
dle in yours if it hasn't already.
Now I need to read three

passages of Scripture before we
begin. You'll find out why I
want to read these passages in a
little bit. Psalm 46, 124 and 126.
Let us read them in that order:
"God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help
in trouble. Therefore will not
we fear, though the earth be
removed, and though the
mountains be carried into the
midst of the sea; Though the
waters thereof roar and be
troubled, though the moun-
tains shake with the swelling
thereof. Selah. There is a
river, the streams whereof
shall make glad the city of
God, the holy place of the
tabernacles of the most High.
God is in the midst of her; she
shall not be moved: God shall
help her, and that right early.
The heathen raged, the
kingdoms were moved: he ut-
tered his voice, the ,earth
melted. The Lord of hosts is
with us; the God ofIlacob is
our refuge. Selah. Come,
behold the works of the Lord,
what desolations he hath
made in the earth. He maketh
wars to cease unto the end of
the earth; he breaketh the
(Continued on Page 10 Column 1)
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ARMINIAN
(Continued from Page 1)

truths which together set forth
how God saves sinners. Total
Depravity: that men are deprav-
ed in every part and faculty of
their being and totally dead in
sins and unable to save, or help
save, themselves. Unconditional
Election: that out of totally
depraved mankind, God has
been pleased to unconditionally
choose a number no man can
number, and predestinated
them to be the recipients of sav-
ing grace. Limited Atonement:
that Christ died only, died ef-
fectually, died savingly for the
elect, and that all for whom He
died will be saved. Irresistible
Grace: that the Holy Spirit ef-
fectually and irresistibly works
in each of the elect bringing
them to saving faith in Christ.
Perseverance: that all those
chosen by the Father, redeemed
by the Son, called by the Spirit
will persevere in faith and
holiness, be preserved by God's
power, and eternally saved.
Sovereign gracers believe that
these five doctrines are taught
clearly in the Bible, that they
are in perfect harmony, and that
they set forth the Biblical truth
of how God saves sinners.
In opposition to truth, there is

the Arminian teaching as to how
men are saved. The consistent
Arminian denies all the above
five doctrines. There are those
who are basically Arminian but
do not want to bear the shame of
their heresy. So, they pretend to
believe in salvation by grace and
pervert Biblical grace into their
own theory. They hold that the
saved are eternally secure. Some
pretend to hold the total
depravity of man, but do not
contend for it as the Bible
teaches. They do not even pre-
tend to believe the middle three
of the five doctrines of grace.
Arminians vary greatly among
themselves as to salvation, but
there is one essential thing that
brands them as Arminian no
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matter how they might deny the
term as applicable to
themselves. Arminians teach
that God graciously has done all
He can do for man, that God
does the same for every man,
but that the final and deciding
factor in salvation is the decision
and/or act of man. They say
God loves everyone. Christ died
for everyone. The Holy Spirit
tries to save everyone, but it is
all up to man whether or not
man will allow God to save him.
Arminians vary as to how

much they say God does for
every man in trying to save him.
But Arminians all agree that all
that God does, falls short of ac-
tually saving any man; that the
final step is man's. Restudy this
and see if it is not true and if it
does not mark and identify Ar-
minianism and Arminians. I
have in recent years had
sovereign gracers ask me, "what
is Arminianism?" Well, this is
my answer and it is the true and
proper answer. Now let us im-

Joe Wilson

agine that this Arminian
theology might be true. Let us
look at some things that would
be necessary consequences if Ar-
minian theology is correct.

If Arminian theology be true,
men are not saved by the grace
of God alone. It does not matter
how often the Arminians sing
"Amazing Grace." It does not
matter how long, often, or loud-
ly he says he believes in salva-
tion by grace. It simply is not
true and cannot be true that
men are saved by grace if they
are saved in the way Armi-
nianism teaches. Arminians
teach that the grace of God does
the same for all men. Arminians
teach (whether they admit it or
not) that all that God in grace
does for any man is insufficient
to actually save that man. They
teach that the grace of God does
the same for men who go to hell
as it does for men who go to
heaven. Now hold them to this.
Stick this sharp sword in them
and don't let them escape. Ar-
minians are harder to pin than a
worm on a fishing hook. They
will wiggle and squirm every
way. Nonetheless, what I say is
true, and if you know anything
about Arminians, you know it is
true. If they will be honest and
face up to what they teach and
practice, they must admit what
I have said. They do not believe
that men are saved by the grace
of God. They believe, teach,
and practice that God in grace
offers to save .every man. But
they teach that whether or not
man is saved depends — not on
the grace of God — but on the
decision of man. If Arminian
theology is true, we ought to
strike from our song books,
"Amazing Grace." If Arminian
theology is true, then grace tries,
grace offers, but grace does not
actually save.

If Arminian theology be true,
then salvation is dependent
upon man. This is the very heart
of Arminian theology. "You
must open the door." "let Jesus
come in, give your heart to
Jesus, come to the mourner's
bench and pray through." Yes,

the Arminian teaches that man's
decision is the determining fac-
tor. God has done His part, the
next move is up to the sinner.
One Arminian preacher said —
and they all teach — that salva-
tion is like checkers: God has
made His move and the next
move is up to you. I would like
to see a dead man in a checker
game. But do understand, and
do hold the Arminian to this
point: that according to his
teaching, salvation is up to man.

If Arminian theology be true,
man is not totally depraved,
man is not truly and really
spiritually dead. The Arminian
may deny this, but that does not
change the fact. Here is the
heart of the whole controversy.
We can settle the matter of how
men are saved by clearly
understanding the actual condi-
tion of the natural man apart
from a work of God's grace.
Since man is totally depraved
and unable to do anything to
save himself, and because man
is dead spiritually as the Bible
teaches (and as sovereign
gracers believe), then the only
way he can be saved is by
sovereign mercy and irresistible
power. If man is able of himself Now hear a parable. Once upon a time a Presbyterian preaehei

to repent and believe the was out with three of his elders. They were out on a lake fishing

gospel, if man has the power of from a boat. A storm came up suddenly and capsized the 
bos,t,

himself to receive Christ and be throwing the four into and under the water, getting them wet
 al,'

saved, then Arminian theology over. They manage to hold onto the boat and get safely to Ian°

is correct. If man can do this, Drying out by a fire, they began to talk. The preacher 
said, "Noo.

then he is not depraved and men we are really in a fix. We have all gotten wet all over. 
We WI

dead as the Bible declares The been immersed. We can be sprinkled Presbyterians no longer. Whe

Arminian will wiggle desperate_ will we do? They thought much on this matter, talking it over for,!

ly here and will contradict good while. Finally, the preacher said, "Well, we cannot be sprinhid

himself coming and going. He ed Presbyterians any longer, we will just start us a new church,
 an j

we will call it Reformed Baptists." Now, that is how the Refornieuwill say man cannot do this of
himself, but God must work and Baptists got started.

enable him to do it. Yet, the Ar- Well, maybe that is not how the Reformed Baptists got started,

minian will say that God works but it is as good a story as any 
one can give on the matter. I will 001,

in everyone, but that God's that Reformed Baptists are Immersed Pres
byterians. I do not kit°

work stops short of actual salva- how anyone can argue very much with that. They certainly are

tion, and that man himself must 

net
true Baptists. They are certainly more Presbyterian than Baptists,', ,
tee' sure that most of them would join with the Presbyterians before

make the final decision. Armi-
nians will teach what they call

they would join with a Sovereign Grace Landmark Missionary BalY
list Church. Ask one and see.

common grace. They will say My son, Sam, was preparing a sermon outline. He was referrini
that God in grace does enough to the Reformed Baptists in one point. Now Sam is not a very go",
for man to enable him to receive typist. He accidently typed a "D" instead of a "R", so that 11
Christ and then leaves it up to outine read, "Deformed Baptists." He saw his mistake, and start;
man. One Arminian said: Man to changed it. Then, upon thinking it over, he decided to leave it
is born in reverse, God shifts he had typed it. He figured they were more "Deformed" tin'
him into neutral, then leaves it "Reformed". Well, this is certainly true. Not nice, but true.
up to man to go forward or The Reformed Baptists are deformed in many respects. They ne:
backward. Hurrah for Armi- deformed as to origin. They certainly were not started by JO° I
nianism! It leaves God a part, Christ. I suppose that they will admit this. I suppose that the nal°
but makes the grand prize go to "Reformed" would show that they are not churches that come,b'e
man, for it is all up to man in the succession from the times of Christ. In fact, it seems to me that w
final analysis. It is simply an name "Reformed" shows unbelief in the promise of Jesus Christl
undeniable fact that if Arminian perpetuate His church. If Jesus did keep that promise and de
theology be true, man is not in perpetuate His church, then man does not need to "reform" it. Yo'
the depraved and dead condi- their very name shows unbelief in the promise of Christ relative 0,

tion described in the Bible. His church.
If Arminian theology be true. They are deformed in their beliefs about the church. I feel stle,e 1

Christ did not die as a substitue that they will major on the so called Universal Invisible Churcli

and His death of itself has no and minor on a local church. I do not doubt but that they
saving value or power. The Ar- recognize many different brands of local churches (so-called) 851,e

minian will talk and profess to ing true churches. But I feel sure they will make most of their eni
believe in the substitutionary phasis on that great big invisible church, of which they will se',
death of Christ, but he does not every saved person is automatically a member. Now the main trnljo
and cannot believe in substitu- ble with this church is that it does not exist in the Word of God, ne1,1
tionary atonement. He can is a figment of man's imagination — or worse, much worse '
deceive himself, he can deceive believe the latter). 

bore in their place. Oh, the hor-
rible blasphemy of the Arminian
as to the death of Christ. How
the Arminian dishonors the
precious blood of Christ. The
Arminian atonement has no
more saving power of and by
itself, than the bloodless mass of
the Catholic, the bull and goat
blood of Old Testament ritual,
or the baptismal water of the
Campbellite. Now hold the Ar-
minian right here. Cut him
down with the Sword. Let him
be honest and face the reality of
what he is teaching. Let the Ar-
minian repent of his error, re-
nounce his heresy, embrace the
truth of limited and effectual
atonement; or let him at least be
honest enough to admit that he
does not believe that Christ died
as a substitute and does not
believe that the death of Christ
by itself has one ounce of sav-
ing power. The Arminian atone-
ment is like a wide bridge, large
enough for ten million worlds to

stand upon, but it is a bridge
that does not go all the wel
across the river into the glorio0
city of God. The sovereign grace
atonement; a limited and effee
tual atonement, is also like
bridge. It is just large enotigil
for the total number of the eleel
of God: no more, no less, n°
other. But it goes all the we,
across the river and brings into
Glory land all His elect. The Ar
minian atonement saves none;
except man adds the values el
his free will decision. The
sovereign grace atonement save°
with everlasting salvation all 10t
whom it was made. Now, which
is more honoring to God and te
Christ?

If Arminian theology be true:
the Holy Spirit cannot effectual'
ly bring a soul to Christ. He noll
only try. He can act the part of
high pressure salesman who
try to make a sale, can argil°
and plead, but can do'no more'

(Continued on Page 3 Column 1)

FROM THE EDITOR

others, he can speak one thing They are deformed as to their views of church government se:ide

out of one side of his mouth and their usage of a plurality of elders. Not that a church cannot 10

a contradictory thing out of the more than one elder — many do — but in their usage thereof in th'
4

other side, but he cannot hold church government.

his universal atonement and They surely are badly deformed in the area of Biblical Proph le

believe in substitutionary atone- Most of them, so far as I know, are Amillennial. In order 
to htle

ment. The word "substitute" this position, one must be very deformed on many 
portions a wto

means and demands that those Bible, and on methods used 
in interpreting the Word of God a5

for whom Christ died shall go the future. iot
free. I told a brother via the mail that I was not a Reformed Bap t

He asked me if that meant that I was an Arminian. I explained tP,AIf you say that Christ died for it did not mean that. The truth of the matter is that True BaptTe
man yet that man goes to hell, were teaching Sovereign Grace hundreds of years before Pio
then Christ did not die as the Reformed Baptists saw the light of day. I would like to hear fc°.de
man's substitute. Yonder is a some Reformed Baptists as to their origin. I suggest that they
ball game. One player is one of the newest babies among false churches that like to wear will
substituted for another player. Baptist name. At least it says something for our name that so ina if
Both players remain in the people want to wear it who have no real right thereto. I would surej
game? What will the official say suggest, and appreciate it if, the Reformed Baptists would n:,
to this? What are the rules of
substitution? When the 

themselves "Dunked Presbyterians." It would truly describe thee"
and be much nearer the truth than the name they now use. 

/01substitute goes in, the one They are deformed in that there is much of the Word of God td
substituted for goes out. This is they never preach. You know, a human body can become defor01 j
the very meaning of the word when one part keeps growing while other parts quit. The Refor onw
itself. Therefore, all of those for Baptists teach much Sovereign Grace, but they have not growno,
whom Christ died as their many other areas of Bible truth, thus they are, as my son Sant,,'01
substitute, must be everlastingly advertently typed "Deformed Baptists.'' I warn all of our kin°
saved from that which Christ Baptists to beware of such.



There is no Bible authority for believing there is any such thing as a little sin.
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ARMINIAN
(Continued from Page 2)

The final decision is all up to
Tan. Poor weak holy spirit of
Fie Arminian. He tries so hard,
nut mean old man won't let the
1101y Spirit have his way and
Poor Holy Spirit goes away from
the sinner door sad and
defeated because man won't let
the Godhead save him. Oh,
What blasphemy, oh, what
heresy is Arminianism! How
Artninianism dishonors the God
of the Bible! The Holy Bible
says of God "what his soul
desireth, even that he doeth,"
(Job. 23:13). The Arminian
declares that God desires to save
everyone, but man won't let
God have His way. The God
Pictured by \Arminian theology
18 a far different person from the
'od taught in the Bible.

If Arminian theology be true
there is no need for him to pray
f°r the lost as he presently
Preys. The Arminian will say
that if he believed in sovereign
'grace, he would not pray for the
TR. The truth of the matter is
that the sovereign gracer is the
eallY one who can scripturally,
and in harmony with what he
believes, pray for the lost to be
saved. Mr. Arminian, get off

for knees. Quit your praying
tor God to save souls. God can-
not do what you are asking Him
to do. Mr. Arminian, you
Preach one God and pray to
another. You preach that God
loves everyone. Christ died for
everyone. The Holy Spirit tries
to save everyone. You preach
that God does all He can do and
that it is all up to man. Why are
You praying for that lost soul?
What are you asking God to do?
According to your doctrine, God
cannot save that soul unless that
soul is willing to let God save
him. Mr. Arrhinian, quit your

done 
to your god who has

°one all he can do and can't do
anything else. Get up and run to
the sinner and fall down before

let God 
pray to him, beg him to

et God have His way; but never
again pray to God to save a soul
until you change your theology
Ind come to believe in the
4,1-mighty power of God to doWhatever He wants to do.
Thank God, Arminians are in-consistent. Thank God, they doPray to God, but understandthat if their doctrine were true,
'heir Prayers would be the ut-
most of foolish absurdity.

If Arminian theology be true,then God does not deserve anddoes not get all the glory in the
a,alvation of the sinner. If God
sloes not do it all, why should Heget all the credit? Remember,
Lkntlinianism teaches that manmust do a part or he will not besaved.

If Arminian theology is true,
.`".e,n no one — not one soul
71 ever be saved. Now, of
_uarse, if the Arminian theology

depravity were true, then
men might be saved.

dowever, if and since the Bible
etrine of man being totallydepraved and utterly dead isltttilee, then none can be saved by

the 1,-:rnlinian way which leaves
final act of decision up to

uWfll 
tan• Many times the Arminian

admit that God did the say--nig of his soul. The saved Armi-th% is more correct in his heart
in his head, praise God.aved Arminians will one dayPraise God that their theology

Was wrong. They will one dayPraise God for sovereign and„Lsaving grace, but do understandat saved Arminians were notSaved 
in the way they teach.

NWill 
one ever has, ever can, or ever,he saved the way Arminiansteach • All who are saved are say-

ed by the sovereign, uncondi-
tional, irresistible, and
everlasting grace of God. The
only hope the Arminian has, or
any one else has, of getting to
heaven is that Arminianism is a
false heresy, and sovereign grace
is the true doctrine of how men
are saved. If the unsaved man
could see his condition as it real-
ly is, and could have any con-
cern over salvation, he would
praise God for sovereign grace,
because he would know that this
was his only hope. The united
theology of the saved in Glory
will be the sovereign grace of
God. There will be no Armi-
nians in heaven. I believe there
will be those in heaven who were
Arminians on earth; but they
will know the truth then, they
will then be sovereign grocers.

Arminians are heretics on
how God saves. Arminianism is
heresy. Let us realize this and
take a bold uncompromising
stand for truth. Saved Armi-
nians are not saved because of
their doctrine, nor the way their
doctrines teach; but are saved in
spite of their doctrines.
What horrible consequences

would flow from Arminian
theology being true; but thank
God Arminian theology is not
true. God saves His people by
sovereign grace; God bless you
all.

PARTICULAR
(Continued from Page 1)

particular people in mind when
He gave His life a ransom for
many. It is easy for proponents
of universal atonement as well
as for those who believe in par-
ticular redemption to make of-
fhand appeals to a few texts, but
this whole matter as to the ex-
tent of the atonement must rest
upon what redemption or atone-
ment really means. When we ex-
amine the Scriptures we find
that the glory of the cross of
Christ is bound up with the ef-
fectiveness of its ac-
complishments. Christ redeem-
ed us to God by His blood, He
gave Himself a ransom that He
might deliver us from all iniqui-
ty.
The second reason why this

doctrine seems to be the last
received is because of the other
name by which it is known. Our
message title is "Particular
Redemption," but most of the
time this doctrine is called
"Limited Atonement.' Now it is
very easy to raise prejudice
against a doctrine by attaching
to it a disrespectful and
misunderstood title. Whether
the expression "Limited Atone-
ment" is good or not, we must
reckon with the fact that unless
we believe in the final restora-
tion of all men we cannot have
an unlimited atonement.

Everyone who professes to be
a Christian believes in a limited
atonement! Let me repeat —
everyone who says he or she is a
Christian will limit the atone-
ment! You will either limit the
power of the atonement or the
extent of the atonement and we
will attempt to prove this in the
course of our message. C.H.
Spurgeon says something along
the same line in his famous ser-
mon on Particular Redemption.
Listen to the famous Baptist
preacher, "We are often told
that we limit the atonement of
Christ, because we say that
Christ has not made a satisfac-
tion for all men, or all men
would be saved. Now, our reply
to this is, that, on the other
hand, our opponents limit it: we
do not. The Arminians say,
Christ died for all men. Ask
them what they mean by it. Did
Christ die so as to secure the

salvation of all men? They say,
'No, certainly not.' We ask
them the next question — Did
Christ die so as to secure the
salvation of any man in par-
ticular? They answer 'No.'
They are obliged to admit this,
if they are consistent. They say,
'No; Christ has died that any
man may be saved if' — and
then follow certain conditions of
salvation. We say, then, we will
go back to the old statement,
Christ did not die so as beyond a
doubt to secure the salvation of
anybody, did He? You must say
`No'; you are obliged to say so,
for you believe that even after a
man has been pardoned, he may
yet fall from grace and perish.
Now who is it that limits the
death of Christ? Why, you.
You say that Christ did not die
so as to infallibly secure the
salvation of anybody. We beg
your pardon, when you say we
limit Christ's death; we say,
'No, my dear sir, it is you that
do it. We say that Christ so died
that He infallibly secured the
salvation of a multitude that no
man can number, who through
Christ's death not only may be
saved, but are saved, must be
saved, and cannot by any
possibility run the hazard of be-
ing anything but saved. You are
welcome to your atonement; you
may keep it. We will never re-
nounce ours for the sake of it."
As usual Mr. Spuregon was ab-
solutely correct!
We wish to do three things

with our subject. We will at-
tempt to show that (1) Par-
ticular Redemption Explains An
Apparent Discrepancy; (2) Par-
ticular Redemption Honors
Christ's Death, and (3) Par-
ticular Redemption Exalts The
Plan and Purpose of God.

I. Particular Redemption
Explains An Apparent
Discrepancy.
The casual reader of the Bible

opens the Book and reads, I
Timothy 2:4 "Who will have
all men to be saved, and to
come unto the knowledge of
the truth." I Timothy 2:6 says,
"Who gave himself a ransom
for all, to be testified in due
time." Titus 2:11 informs us,
"For the grace of God that br-
ingeth salvation bath ap-
peared to all men." Hebrews
2:9 states, "...that he (Christ)
by the grace of God, should
taste death for every man." II
Peter 3:9. "...is long suffering
to us-ward, not willing that
any should perish, but that all
should come to repentance."
John 1:29 reads, "Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world"
John 3:16, "For God so loved
the world, that he gave his on-
ly begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth hin him
should not perish, but have
everlasting life." John 4:42.
"...know that this is indeed
the Christ, the Saviour of the
world." II Cor. 5:19, "...God
was in Christ, reconciling the
world unto himself," I John
2:2, "And he (Christ) is the
propitation for our sins: and
not for ours only, but also for
the sins of the whole world."
There are some other verses but
these will suffice to show that
this casual reader of the Bible
has come to the conclusion that
Christ died for everyone, he
classifies himself as a believer in
Universal Redemption. But
then on another occasion the
same reader picks up the Bible
and reads, "...the Son of man
came to not to be ministered
unto but to minister and to
give his life a ransom for
many." (Matthew 20:28). "So
Christ was once offered to
bear the sins of many."
(Hebrews 9:28). John 10:11.

"...the good shepherd giveth
his life for the sheep."
"Christ died for us" and "God
delivered him up for us all"
and the context certainly proves
that in these and like passages
the saints, the elect, the called of
Christ Jesus are the ones ad-
dressed. "...thou shalt call his
name Jesus: for he shall save
his people from their sins."
(Matthew 1:21). "As thou host
given him power over all flesh,
that he should give eternal life to
as many as thou hast given
him." (John 17:2). "I pray for
them; I pray not for the
world, but for them which
thou hast given me; for they
are thine." (John 17:9). Now
this casual reader of the Bible
has changed his min() — God
must be speaking about dying
and saving just a certain group,
now he is not so sure universal
redemption can be defended.
What about this apparent
discrepancy? Surely the Bible
does not contradict itself.
We honestly believe the only

way these two sets of Scripture
can be understood is in the light
of Particular Redemption. The
apparent universal terms can be
explained within the framework
of Limited Atonement, in other.
words, Christ died for all (the
elect), Christ is the Saviour of
the world (of believers), Christ
tasted death for every (son) but
the restrictive terms can never
be fully explained away by those
wilo hold to universal redemp-
tion. If a person approaches Ho-
ly Writ with prejudice, his mind
is closed against its teachings.
Someone has rightly said,
"Modern theology is largely
based upon the sound rather
than the sense of Scripture."
A.W. Pink wrote the truth

when he said, "The enmity of
the Serpent against the Seed of
the woman has been inveterate
throughout the ages, and
perhaps at no other point has-he
so persistently attacked the
glory of Christ as in the doctrine
of the atonement. While it is im-
possible for Satan to either undo
the finished work of the Saviour,
or to destroy any of its fruits, yet
he is permitted to misrepresent
it, and nowhere has his subtlety
been more exercised and
manifested than in the means
employed here. He has indeed
appeared as an "angel of light."
His very attempts to discredit
the atonement of Christ have
been made under the guise of
magnifying it, and that is why
he has succeeded in getting
many men reputed as "or-
thodox" to do some of his foul
work for him."
Which seems to have greater

tendency to exalt Christ: to say
that He died because He desired
and sought to make possible the
salvation of all mankind or to
say that He died only for God's
elect, the "little flock"? Which
seems to display the more His
compassion for sinners? Which
seems to bring out the more the
value of His blood: to say that it
avails only for the few? or to say
that its merits are so infinite that
every member of Adam's race
would be redeemed did he or she
put their trust in it? The very
fact that everyone of us would
answer the questions in the
wrong way until we are taught
aright from Scripture, not ,only
evidences the worthlessness of
carnal reasoning upon spiritual
things, but also shows to what
extent our minds can be duped
by Satan.

It takes but little reasoning to
come to the conclusion that if
you believe that Christ died for
all men then the success of
God's costly undertaking hinges
on the creature's will — if a sin-
ner will believe; but surely that

can never be the measure of
God's honor. Which exalts
Christ the more? which
demonstrates the more the value
and efficacy of His atonement:
that which effectually secures
the actual salvation of every one
for whom it was made? or that
which ends in the great majority
of those for whom He shed His
precious blood being eternally
punished in hell? Can you not
see it is Particular Redemption
although spoken against that is
more glorifying to the
Redeemer?
But someone keeps insisting,

"What about some of these
universal terms such as "all,"
"all men," "world" and "whole
world" that appear in connec-
tion with the atonement? If God
did not die for everyone why did
He use these words in connec-
tion with the atonement? God
knows the carnal mind! If
Primitive Baptists and Hyper-
Calvinists have perverted the
Scriptures the way they are writ-
ten now, with hardly any mis-
sionary emphasis, just think
what man would have done if
God has used "sheep," "elect,"
"called" or "his people" every
time the atonement was men-
tioned. I think these universal
terms can be easily understood if
you ask one simple question,
"Do they mean all without ex-
ception or all without distinc-
tion?" Those who believe in
Particular Redemption are not
talking about a pious few, but a
multitude that no man can
number out of every kindred,
tongue, people and nation. But
this multitude will still be
limited — they will be exactly
what our text in John 17:2 says
— those who have been given to
the Son by the Father.

II. Particular Redemption
Honors Christ's Death.
Right after I was saved there

was a verse that bothered me. It
was John 1:29 "Behold the
Lamb of God, who taketh away
the sin of the world." This was
before I knew anything about
theology or any interpretation of
the Greek word, "kosmos" for
our English word world. I asked
myself this question, "If Christ
took away the sin of the world,
why does anyone go to hell?"
Now that verse has bothered a
lot of people and some have at-
tempted to answer the question
thus. He merely took away the
guilt which attaches itself to the
world or human race through
the sin of Adam. Emory Ban-
croft adopts this view and goes
on to say, "no member of the
human race is lost because of the
guilt of Adam's sin, for that
guilt was completely and
perfectly removed by the death
of Christ."
Hold on a minute! If this

means "Adamic sin" and it was
taken away by the Lamb of God
so that no member of the human
race is guilty Of it, why does the
Bible say that the Gentiles or
nations are all under sin? Why
is it that the believer is bidden
not to continue in sin; nor to let
sin reign in his,body and that the
wages of sin is death? If Christ
took away the guilt of the
Adamic sin what about our
other sins? For it is a cinch that
even believers-still sin. Are these
sins not the result of Adam's
first sin? Universal Redemp-
tionists cannot bypass Romans 5
that easily. The guilt and
depravity of that first sin ex-
tends from root to branch to
fruit. If the Adamic sin is
removed, then so are all the con-
sequences brought about by that
(Continued on Page 4 Column 4)
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A preacher has serious moral charges brought against him

repeatedly. It seems certain that these are true though no church

has disciplined him over such. He has manifested no confession and

repentance. How should other individuals, preachers, and churches

treat this man? Especially as to using him in church services and as

to preaching with him on conference programs?

CLYDE T.
EVERW/4

108 Burdsall Ave
Ft. Mitchell. Ky.

41017

Deacon
Calvary

Baptist Church
Ashland, Ky.

In our courts, a man is inno-
cent until proven guilty. This
should also be true in church
matters. The Scripture tells us,
"Against an elder receive not
an accusation, but before two
or three witnesses" (I Tim.
5:19). Many a preacher's
ministry has been damaged by
"hear say" evidence against
him.
On the other hand, if there is

infallible proof that he is guilty
of the charges, then the church
of which he is a member is under
Scriptural command to
discipline him. In I Corinthians
5:1-13 we have instructions on
how to deal with those who are
guilty of moral sins. In this
chapter the church is told,
66
—put away from among

yourselves that wicked per-
son" (I Cor. 5:13). Verse thir-
teen also tells us that God judges
those whom the church has put
away.
How should other churches

treat this man? While it is true
that only the church of which
this man is a member can
discipline him, if it is a known
fact that he is guilty of the
charges brought against him, a
church would be very unwise to
use him in their services. They
can expect trouble by doing so.
Other preachers which are in-
vited to speak on the same pro-
gram as this one have no control
over either the host church or
the other speakers. But as we
are commanded to, "—be
ready always to give an
answer to every man that
asketh you a reason of the
hope that is in you with
meekness and fear: (I Peter
3:15), we are to "be ready
always" to give testimony for
our Lord at anytime, any place,
regardless of who else is on the
program. I think it would be
wrong for a preacher to refuse to
be on a program just because
such a one is also on the pro-
gram.

OSCAR MINK

1217 Dillon Dr.,
Texarkana, Tex

75501

PASTOR
Sovereign Grace

Missionary
Baptist Church
Texarkana, Tex.

75501

Whatever and how many the
charges brought against the
preacher, they are thus far ac-
cording to the question, un-
proven, and unchallenged by
the church of his membership.
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The allegations are yet in the
rumor state, and condemnation
by mere hear-say is contrary to
Scripture.
I Tim. 5:19, "Against an

elder receive not an accusa-
tion but before two or three
witnesses." The "witnesses"
from whom testimony is receiv-
ed in verifying the charges
against an elder, must
themselves have an
unimpeachable character.
Many God fearing pastors have
suffered much as a result of
preaching the truth as it is in
Christ. Regretfully, but oft
times carnal church members
become disgruntled with the
preaching of a sound pastor,
and a vindictive spirit is
developed in them. By this ill
spirit comes all kinds of efforts
to ruin the pastor. Those af-
flicted with a get-even attitude
kr aw they cannot gainsay the
pastor's preaching, so they
resort to an assasination of his
character.
Every N.T. church has the

right to determine who shall
speak for them, and if the
church or pastor believes their
church would be hurt by having
a certain preacher in their
pulpit, then that preacher
should not be asked to speak for
them. But let us remember, it is
the individual church who
decides the matter, and not any
given number of sister churches.
The extent of fellowship is the

prerogative of each church, and
the evidence as presented in the
question is not per-se sufficient
to cause a break in fellowship
with the preacher. But once his
church has brought charges
against him, and "In the
mouth of two or three
witnesses" established their
case (II Cor. 13:1) against him,
and the result being exclusion
from their membership; then it
behooves all sister churches to
honor that discipline, and refuse
to use the excluded person in
any public way in their services.

JAMES
HOBBS

At. 2, Box 182
McDermott, Ohio

45652

PASTOR
Kings Addition
Baptist Church
South Shore, Ky.

Before I could answer such a
question I would have to know
some more details. For instance,
who brought the charges? What
kind of proof did they have?
Why was there no discipline
brought? If these charges are
not made public except in the
church, where no action was
taken, how could we in other
churches know about these
things if there is no church ac-
tion and charges? Our church
invites a lot of preachers to
preach at various functions.
How are we supposed to know
such things if a church has not
disciplined him?

If such charges are proven to
be true then certainly he should

not be used, unless he has con-
fessed and asked forgiveness.
"Then came Peter to him, and
said, Lord, how oft shall my
brother sin against me, and I
forgive him? till seven times?
Jesus saith unto him, I say not
unto thee, until seven times:
but, until seventy times
seven." (Matt. 18:21, 22).
I'm curious about a statement

made in the question. "It seems
certain that these are true
though no church has disciplin-
ed him over such." How can it
seem certain if no proof has been
presented or no discipline
made? I have known preachers
who were charged with things
but no proof was offered. You
are going to find that God's
enemies are going to bring
charges against preachers
without proof. The majority of
times there are no truths to such
charges. "Marvel not, my
brethren, if the world hate
you" (I John 3:13).

I knew a preacher who had all
manner of charges made against
him. Our church investigated
these charges when he asked to
be received into our body. We
found that the charges were all
lies.

Until charges are proven and
discipline is used we have no
right to judge. "Against an
elder receive not an accusa-
tion, but before two or three
witnesses" (I Tim. 5:19).

SAM
WILSON

1490 North
Spring St.

Gladwin, Michigan
48624

PASTOR
Grace

Baptist Church
Gladwin, Michigan

Romans 13:8; "Owe no man
anything..."
There seems to me to be

several wrongs committed in
this question. Let us try and ex-
amine the wrongs and then
answer the question.

Let us first examine the
wrongs. 1. If the moral charges
are true, then the preacher is
wrong and should repent or be
disciplined. It is true that where
there is smoke there is usually
fire, but this is not always the
case. 2. If these charges are true
and no church has disciplined
him over them, then the chur-
ches have committed a great
wrong. It is the church's respon-
sibility to discipline all its
members, including the pastor.
It would seem a little bit
hypocritical to say you would
not fellowship this preacher for
his wrong, but you would con-
tinue to fellowship the church
that is in error. 3. In the last
place, those who spread this
rumor, whether it be true or not,
without going to this preacher
— they are wrong. You are
wrong to condemn this man
without at least showing enough
Christian love to go and talk
with this individual. You are
wrong in not showing proper
love and concern for this

brother, if you talk to others but
not to him. You are wrong to
put a host pastor of a Bible Con-
ference on the spot by saying
you will not preach with brother
so and so, because you heard
thus and so. If you have not
talked with him and the chur-
ches involved, then you are put-
ting your nose where it does not
belong. Even if he is wrong, so
are those who ridicule behind
his back and not to his face.
Now let me answer the ques-

tion about how others should
treat this man. A preacher is like
any one else and is prone to sin.
This is not to excuse it but to
show he should not be im-
mediately ousted for his crime.
He should be given the same op-
portunity to repent as any other
member. You ask, how should
others treat him? Go to him
about this matter; try to get to
the bottom of this matter; try to
get things worked out for the
good of all those who are involv-
ed. Treat him with firm love and
a desire that if the charges are
true, repentance and restitution
will be made.
So far as preaching on a con-

ference program with this in-
dividual, do as you see fit. If you
tell a host pastor you will not
preach with this man and have
not made an effort to find the
whole story out, then you are
wrong. There are many that I
would not use in my Church
that I would preach with at a Bi-
ble Conference. If I felt as if I
could preach there without com-
promising the truths of God's
Word, then I would preach.
In closing let me say this,

where there is a problem bet-
ween Christian brothers, there is
a Christian answer. I would
urge that all wrongs be cor-
rected. We need harmony in our
circles, not more division. May
God bless you all and this pro-
blem be resolved Scripturally.

PARTICULAR
(Continued from Page 31

sin. But if Christ only took away
the Adamic sin, then how are
our other sins atoned?
The only answer to John 1:29

is Particular Redemption. The
Lord Jesus really took away the
sin of the world, the sin of the
world of believers. The Bible
teaches these are two worlds.
The world of the ungodly (II
Peter 2:5) and the world of
believers (II Corinthians 5:19;
John 6:33). You see Particular
Redemption honors Christ's
death. it says that the death of
the Lord Jesus really saves.
That Christ actually died in the
believer's place! Since He died
inour place and paid the penalty
for our sins WE ARE SET
FREE: for payment God will
not twice demand; first at
my bleeding Substitute's hand,
and then again at mine. God is
not going to charge for the bill
twice. If Christ died for all men
without exception, then all men
are saved. How can anyone be
lost and go to hen for his sins if
Christ died for them, if He paid
for them and put them away.
But all men are not saved.
(Christ said so). Now if you are
under the opinion that this is not
a good interpretation of John
1:29 let me ask you a question.
Have you ever put John 1:29
right down beside John 9:41? If
John 1:29 does not teach Par-
ticular Redemption; if John
1:29 means Universal Redemp-
tion and Christ took away the
sins of everyone in the world,
then He must have been
mistaken when He said in John
9:41 — "Your sin remaineth."
When the atonement is made

universal its inherent value is
destroyed. If it is applied to all

men, and if some are lost, the

conclusion is that it make,

salvation objectively possible for

all, but that it does not actual!)
save anybody. According to the
Universal atonement theory, the
atonement has simply made it
possible for all men to cooperate
with divine grace and thus saNe
themselves, if they will. The
nature of the atonement settle

its extent! If it merely made
salvation possible, it applies to

all men. If it effectively secured

salvation it has reference only t°
the elect. That is why Dr. Ben'
jamin Warfield said, "The
things we have to choose bet.

ween are an atonement of high
value or an atonement of wick
extension. The two cannot g°
together." The work of Christ
can be universalized only 19,
evaporating its substance.
One of the great teachings 0f

Christianity is the substior

tionary death of Christ for the

sinner. Did you ever realize that
Particular Redemption is the
only teaching of the atonemeol
that truly makes the death °'
Christ substitutionary? If Christ
died for one man as much as for
another, which He must have

done if He made salvation possi'
ble to all men, then He died for
some that will suffer eternally irt
Hell. How could His death then

be substitutionary for them? „
By the term "purchase

Scripture signifies that Christ
procured for His people the se;
tual bestowment upon them 01
all those good things which fie
earned for them, which may ke.
summed up under "life,

salvation" and "eternal ill'
heritance." Now these blessings
were not purchased for His pecr
ple "conditionally," but 8IY
solutely, therefore we enjO
peace with God and the rem's'
sion of sins.

Another term used in conner
tion with the atonement is ralv
som. The best thing we could d°
here is to quote from a great
man of God, Dr. John Owe°
who was chaplain to Olivtl
Cromwell and vice-chancellor 01
Oxford University. "RedentlY
tion is the freeing of a man froco

misery by the intervention of s
ransom. Now when a ransom
paid for the liberty of a prisoner'
does not justice demand that he
should have and enjoy the liber
ty so purchased for him by
valuable consideration? If '
should pay a thousand poun&
for a man's deliverance fro"
bondage to him that detin°
him, who hath power to set Ii'
free, and is contented with the,
price I give, were it not injuriotl.
to me and the poor prisoner that

his deliverance be not ar
complished? Can it possibly he
conceived that there should be s
redemption of men, and those

men not redeemed? That a Price
should be paid, and the PLIJ;i
chase not consummated? Yet a'
this must be made true, and 111,;
numerable other absurdities, "
universal redemption 1/,(je

asserted. A price would be pa'
for all, yet few delivered;
redemption of all consummate 

yet few of them redeemed; the
judge satisfied, the jailer eoll,
quered, and yet the prisoner'
enthralled!"

III. Particular Redemptioo,

Exalts The Plan And Purp°61
of God.
Most church people have al!,

idea that the atonement of (w",c
Lord is some kind of a giganti‘,
universal, indiscriminate "gal
bag" from which men may Plc
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Wanted: A man who is as lenient to his neighbor's faults as he is to his own.
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SUBMIT OlJESTIONS ON ANY BIBLE SUBJECT
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Will we all be the same in heaven, or differ as to size, age, etc.?
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c of some other grain: But
giveth it a body as it hath

'`elised him, and to every
8ieetl his own body" (I Cor.
,4:37-38). The word is seed,
4110a in the Greek, means
egeny or offspring of God. To

seed is given His own body.
nis"ere can be two ways this

se "his own body" may be
1-5‘en. It can be used to refer
.4ek to the seed or offspring; or
Ci all refer to God. Now read I
nn 3:2. "Beloved, now are
the sons of God, and it

,P111 not yet appear what we
:,411 be: but we know that,
'Zen he shall appear, we
:1411 be like him; for we shall
:e him as he is." So this in
:ale measure explains that we
7,41,e to be like him or are to have
4:115 own body" in heaven. We
b! to experience this body by
Ts power to change. "Who
th-"411 change our vile body,
Zat it may be fashioned like
4:40 his glorious body, accor-
hing to the working whereby
tZ 5 able even to subdue all
f,'Igs unto him self." (Phil.
t'411. The word change means
t°11 tnake of another form. A form
at is probably not known to usat Ns time. It means to be

thttlatie anew. The word fashioned
w"

I
.eans having the same form

t th or to be conformed. We are
f° e made anew and will con-

to His body.
A Another point is that of age.
illgelessness is a part of God's
qattne. Time has no affect on
4,5d. Time was created by Him

There will be no timettiti heaven, so we will share in
aspect of God's nature.t whereby are given to us ex-

great and precious
t-nlises: that by these ye
g,ht be partakers of the

thytne nature, having escapedcorruption that is in the‘vi °rid through lust" (II Pet.
ar
so
il., God's eternal being will- De ours.

thThe 
covering of this new bodyI,

( 
at is to be ageless is one of

1P
"h. This  is indicated by the in-1
°
,ration of the Holy Spirit to0.1 °. "And though after my

C
worms destroy this body,

.,111 ttlY flesh shall I seeLEki:" (Job. 19:26). The earthlyb0"7,3' will be destroyed, the newY will be covered with an
p. 

4ernal flesh.
I believe that another145:Peet of our eternal body will?ne of knowledge. It will be aG riect knowledge of and about

k_"oo 
d first of all, then we willeaw those 
1111 that we knew on1 as well as being known.now we see through a

faess darklY; but then face ton°W I know in part; but

then shall I know even as also
I am known." (I Cor. 13:12).
There will be no strangers in
heaven.

DAVID S.
WEST

Rt. 1, Box 271,
Cross, SC
29436

PASTOR:
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Missionary
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N.Charleston, S.0

"Beloved, now we are the
sons of God, and it doth not
yet appear what we shall be:
but we know that, when He
shall appear, we shall be like
him; for we shall see him as
he is." In this verse we learn
that we shall be like the Lord
Jesus Christ. That is, we shall
be like Him in that glorious
state. We shall be sinless. We
shall have a perfect body
without sin. We will then know
what it will be like to be a
perfect body without sin. We
will then know what it will be
like to be a perfect man. We
cannot know it in this life
because of the old depraved
nature. But then we shall know
for we will be like Christ. Like
Him in His sinless state; not
with the infinite knowledge, the
infinite wisdom or infinite
power, but a perfect man in
glory, joy and happiness:
As to being the size of Jesus,

we know nothing. As to stature,
I don't know if we will compare
to Jesus in size or not. I do not
believe that all saints will look
alike. I believe they will vary as
to size. I believe we will be like
we are here except for sin,
weakness or defects. I believe all
our hair will be restored. I do
not believe there will be bald-
headed people in heaven. God
will restore the hair they lost for
Christ said, "not an hair of
your head perish." We will not
all be the same as to age or size
or height.
There will also be differences

in rewards. Some will have
greater rewards than others.
Some Christians are more
faithful than others, and God
will reward each according to
his faithfulness to God, to the
church, to the faith that was
delivered to him. All this is
taught in the Bible. In such
Scripture as I Corinthians
3:13-15, "Every man's work
shall be made manifest: for
the day shall declare it,
because it shall be revealed
by fire; and the fire shall try
every man's work of what sort
it is. If any man's work abide
which he bath built
thereupon, he shall receive a
reward. If any man's work
shall be burned, he shall suf-
fer loss: but he himself shall
be saved; yet so as by fire."
A person told me just a few

weeks ago that he believed that
everyone would be the same age
as Jesus, thirty-three (33) years
old. I doubt that this will be
true. We will be like Him as to
glorification. I believe there will
be children in heaven. I believe
those who die in infancy will be
in heaven. I don't know how
God will arrange all this but I
know He will be able to do it, for

He is a God of endless mercy
and of infinite wisdom. He will
arrange everything to perfec-
tion. Though saints shall differ
as to rewards, all will be perfect-
ly satisfied. All will have endless
joy and peace and God shall
wipe all tears. David said in
Psalm 17: 15, "As for me, I
will behold thy face in
righteousness: I shall be
satisfied, when I awake, with
thy likeness."

DAN
PHILLIPS

Rt. 6, Box 611A
Bristol, Tenn

37620

PASTOR:
New Testament
Baptist Church
Bristol, Tenn.

Heaven is a place of perfec-
tion. In Heaven there will be
peace of mind, happiness, joy,
and everlasting contentment.
There will be no sad people
there as we often see today. In
this world in which we live,
many people have great pro-
blems which make them sad.
This touches the heart of others
and brings discomfort because
of their concern for their
fellowmen. This can sometimes
bring on a chain reaction and
cause others to worry. As Chris-
tians, we should be concerned
for others, was not Christ
Himself? We are to be Christ
like. In Heaven everyone will be
happy, so un-like the world. In
Revelation 7:16-17 we read,
"They shall hunger no more,
neither thirst any more;
neither shall the sun light on
them, nor any heat. For the
Lamb which is in the midst of
the throne shall feed them,
and shall lead them unto liv-
ing fountains of waters: and
God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes." This takes in
everything that would cure our
unhappiness. As to size the Bi-
ble does not say. I have said this
for years, and it is my opinion.
Surely there will be no babies
there. Now before you jump too
high, I'm not saying babies
don't go to heaven when they
die. What I'm saying is, I just
don't believe that there will be
little babies, some still-born or
small children that will require
older people taking care of
them. My conviction is, since
Christ was a mature person at
the age of thirty-three; and
when He reached that age, He
was called back to heaven. Just
maybe, everyone will be the
same age, the same size, the
same mind, the same color and
no difference of character,
therefore no room for
disagreements. A question may
arise whether we would know
the babies or young people if
they were of a mature age. I
heard Brother Wayne Cox say
one time when asked if we
would know each other in
heaven, "I know you now, and I
don't expect to know any less in
heaven." Paul seems to imply
that we will know each other in

Heaven. In I Corinthians 13:12
he says, "For now we see
through a glass darkly; but
then face to face: now I know
in part; but then shall I know
even as I am known." Beloved,
in heaven we will have perect
knowledge, we will have the
mind of Christ because we will
be like Him; and to have the
mind of Christ is to have the
mind of God who knew us
before He created us in Adam.
We will know everything there is
to know. I might add that I do
not think that we will look just
like Christ, or that all Christians
in their glorified bodies will be
male. As Christ's body in ap-
pearance was no different after
the glorified state, since He was
recognized by the church that
was waiting even though He
went in to the upper room
without opening the door. He
had the same appearance. I
think we will appear as we are
also and be recognized as in-
dividuals.

JAMES A.
CRACE

1862 St. John's Rd.
Ludlow, Ky

41016

PASTOR
Bethel
Baptist
Church

Ludlow, Ky.

I will try to answer this ques-
tion without confusing the mat-
ter, but there are some things
that must be cleared up first.
The Bible teaches that those

who die in the Lord (having sav-
ing faith in Him) that their soul
goes to be with the Lord, but
their body returns to the earth
from whence it came. (Ec-
clesiastes 12:7). In the earth it
shall lie until the return of our
Saviour in the air, at which time
He will raise the saints' bodies,
transforming them unto
glorified bodies like unto His
own. (I. Corinthians 15:49-58).
Their souls will be re-united
with their glorified body, before
the living saints are changed un-
to their glorified bodies. All the
saints then shall be taken up (I.
Thessalonians 4:13-17) to
Heaven with Christ while the
great tribulation period falls
upon the earth and its in-
habitants. Many of God's pro-
phecies will be fulfilled during
that time upon the earth and in
Heaven. At the end of the
tribulation period Jesus will
return to the earth itself with
His people and establish His
kingdom and rule and reign
with His saints for a thousand
years.

Therefore we shall be like
Him in that we shall have
glorified bodies of flesh and
bone and shall share in His
glory; I John 3:2; Romans
8:17, 18; Hebrews 2:10, 11;
12:28. We shall rule as He rules.
I. Peter 2:9; Revelation 20:4.
We shall share His inheritance.
I. Peter 1:2, 4; and His nature,
II. Peter 1:4. We shall enjoy His
perfect health, knowledge, and
age. But I believe we will all be
different as to our appearance. I-
admit I do not understand com-
pletely what we shall be like; as
the Apostle Paul said... "For
now we see through a glass
darkly; but then face to face;
now I know in part; but then
shall I know even as also I am
known." (I Corinthians 13:12).
He said we would know Him,
and I believe He shall know us.
We shall be known by our
names and our faces, and shall
recognize one another.
May God bless you.

PARTICULAR
(Continued from Page 41

them will be caught and others
will be lost. You even hear peo-
ple say, "If the evangelist would
have used a better illustration in
closing his message, or if we
would have sung another verse
or two of the invitation hymn
some sinner would have been
saved." The Bible says just the
opposite. We are told that God
has a plan and an eternal pur-
pose.
The blood of Christ is called

precious in the Bible and rightly
so. It was the highest price ever
paid for anything in this world.
Redemption cost the precious
blood of God's only begotten
Son. That blood was not spilled;
it was shed for sinners. Not one
drop of it can be wasted. I
remember years ago in New
York state hearing a family of
American Indians singing a
hymn that I was listening to for
the first time, and the words
went like this:
"And when the crimson flow,
Fell to the earth below,
It fell on me.
My eyes were opened wide,
I saw Him crucified, And
Knew 'twas for me He died
On Calvary."
I do not know if the author of

that hymn believed in Particular
Redemption or not, but truth is
surely in the hymn. Christ's
blood was not shed in vain, it
fell on all the elect, as our text
says — all that the Father has
given to the Son. God gave His
blood for the sheep and He sees
to it that they get His redemp-
tion. John 6:37 informs us, "All
that the Father giveth me
shall come to me; and him
that cometh to me I will in no
wise cast out."

If Christ's death was intended
to save all men, then we must
say that God was either unable
or unwilling to carry out His
plans. But since the work of
God is always efficient, those for
whom atonement was made and
those who are actually saved
must be the same people. No ra-
tional being who has the wisdom
and power to carry out his
plans, intends what he never ac-
complishes, or adopts plans for
an end which is never attained.
Much less would God whose
wisdom and power are infinite.
Work in this manner. We can
rest assured that if some men are
lost God never purposed their
salvation, and never devised and
put into operation means
designed to accomplish that
end.
The Lord Jesus Himself

limited the purpose-of the atone-
ment when He said, "I lay down
my life for the sheep." If
therefore, He laid down His life
for the sheep, the atoning
character of His work was not
universal. On s another occasion
He said to the Pharisees, "Ye
are not my sheep" and again,
"Ye are of your father the
Devil." Will anyone maintain
that He laid down His life for
these, seeing that He so pointed-
ly excludes them? Since the
work of God is never in vain,
those who are chosen by the
Father, those who are redeemed
by the Son, and those who are
sanctified by the Holy Spirit, or
in other words, election,
redemption and sanctification
must include the same (persons.
Christ declared that the elect
and the redeemed were the same
people when in the intercessory

(Continued on Page 6 Column 1)
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Do your best today and you will be able to do better tomorrow.

PARTICULAR
(Continued from Page 5)

prayer in John 17:9 He says, "I
pray for them: I pray not for

the world, but for those whom
thou hast given men." Surely
you do not think He would die
for those whom He would not
pray for do you?
But someone still insists, The

Bible says, "Whosoever will
may come." That's right and
the Bible also says, "whosoever
believeth shall have everlasting
life," and "whosoever calleth
upon the name of the Lord shall
be saved." There are many
statements like that in the Scrip-
tures. But they only confirm
what the Lord Jesus said about
the specific aim of His atone-
ment. They do not contradict
Him at all. Whosoever will, but
only those whom God has
chosen, and for whom Christ
died are given the will to come
and believe and be saved. Christ
not only has the gift for them,
He gives them the grace to
receive it. That's why Christ
said, "Many are called, but few
are chosen."
Did you ever think that

"whosoever will may come" is
the way the Saviour finds and
draws the elect out of the whole
human race? His call is like a
huge divine magnet: it draws
only those who have been
chosen; those who have been
magnetized; those for whom
Christ actually died. It is like a
shaft of light which is beamed
into a diamond mine: only the
real diamonds will sparkle;
everything else will be dead and
dark.

Conclusion
The Bible says in Matthew

26:28, "For this is my blood of
the New Testament, which is
shed for many for the remis-
sion of sins." Are you one of
the many? You say there is no
need of my being concerned
about my salvation, since you
say that only those for whom
Christ died will be saved."
Friend, how do you know that
you are not one of the many?
How do you know that Jesus
Christ did not pay a ransom for
your forgiveness? Have you seen
the Lamb's Book of LIfe? Do
you know the secret purposes of
God? As long as you are alive,
as long as you have heard this
gospel, as long as you are not
confined to the pits of hell there
is that possibilty that He died
for you! If you are hungry for
righteousness I can direct you to
Him! If you are thirsty for the
water of life you can go to Him!
If you feel your danger, and the
dread of the wrath of God, you
may flee to Him. Christ came to
call sinners to repentance! He is
a friend of sinners and came to
save them! What a joy to know
that sinners are going to be sav-
ed by Him and there is no
possibility for a failure in His
salvation. Let not Particular
Redemption discourage you but
rather encourage you to close
with Christ, and trust Him
alone as the only sufficient
Saviour for sinners.

Still someone argues, "I just
can't buy this teaching of Par-
ticular Redemption." Let me
close with some words of warn-
ing from the pen of Alexander
Carson, writer, pastor,
theologian. "If there be
anything plainly taught in Scrip-
ture, it is that the sacrifice of
Christ was made for those only
who shall eventually be saved by
it. If the wisdom of men cannot

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
AUGUST 24, 1985
PAGE SIX

reconcile this with their views of
what is right, let them be
prepared to dispute the matter
with the Almighty in the day of
Judgment."

Editor's Note: This is a great
message. I would just say that I
do not approve of the term
"Calvinism." I prefer that of
"The Doctrines of Grace."

ROPES
(Continued from Page 1)

Of course, it would have been
bad enough to be in prison, yet
it was far worse to be sunk down
in the mire without any light
within the room.
This, likewise, pictures the

unsaved, for every sinner- is in
total darkness. Listen:
"Having the understan-

ding darkened, being
alienated from the life of God
through the ignorance that is
in them, because of the blind-
ness of their heart" (Eph.
4:18).

This darkness on the part of
the sinner accounts for man's
refusal to come to Christ. The
Gospel seems so plain to those of
us who are saved. It would ap-
pear that everyone should
believe and be saved. Often after
preaching when no one has been
saved, some Godly Christian
will say, "You make the gospel
so plain that I just don't see why
no one was saved." What is
perfectly plain and obvious to a
child of God is but dense and
gross darkness to the sinner. He
can never see the things of God
until the Holy Spirit enables him
to do so, in fact, the sinner is
definitely blinded by Satan.
"In whom the god of this

world hath blinded the minds
of them which believe not,
lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine
unto them" (II Cor. 4:4).
Within this dungeon

Jeremiah had no food. In reali-
ty, had it not been for
Ebedmelech thinking of him, he
doubtless would have starved to
death within this dungeon. All
others had forgotten him and no
food was available for him.
A sinner has no spiritual food.

All he has to feed upon is the
things of the world and these do
not satisfy the soul. When the
prodigal son was in the far coun-
try beside the pig pen, he suf-
fered with hunger. So hungry
was he that he would have been
glad to eat the husks upon which
the pigs were feeding. Every un-
saved man is in a far country
away from God. Though he may
hunger for something better,
there is no food for him —
nothing to satisfy his soul until
he comes to Jesus.

Jeremiah had no firm stan-
ding within this dungeon. We
read that he sunk down into the
mire. What a pitiable condition
for a man of God to find himself
in such circumstances — wading
around in the mire about to die.

If there is any portion of the
Word of God which illustrates
the spiritual condition of the sin-
ner, it is this. No sinner is on the
solid Rock of Ages until he has
been redeemed. In fact, only
when he is saved, can he sing:
"On Christ, the solid Rock, I
stand; All other ground is sink-
ing sand."
Our Lord speaks of those who

build on sinking sands and also
on the solid rock. He said:
"Therefore whosoever
heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them, I will
liken him unto a wise man,
which built his house upon a
rock: And the rain descend-
ed, and the floods came, and
the winds blew, and beat

upon that house; and it fell
not; for it was founded upon a
rock. And every one that
heareth these sayings of
mine, and doeth them not,
shall be likened unto a foolish
man, which built his house
upon the sand; And the rain
descended, and the floods
came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house and
it fell: and great was the fall of
it" (Matt.7:24-27).
Every man ought to be

building for eternity, yet the un-
saved are building on sinking
sand which will fail the builder
in the hour of judgment.

Jeremiah's only prospect was
death. There was no hope for
him that he might live. In fact,
those who put him there realized
this was true and actually were
glad to thus get him out of the
way. It was their wish that he
would die, and all the prospect
he had was death.

Certainly spiritual death is
the only prospect which the sin-
ner has. "Then when lust hath
conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it is finish-
ed, bringeth forth death" (I
James 1:15). "For the wages of
sin is death: but the gift of
God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord." (Rom.
6:23). "Behold, all souls are
mine; as the soul of the
father, so also the soul of the
son is mine; the soul that sin-
neth, it shall die." (Ezek.
18:4). "Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the
world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all
men, for that all have
sinned." (Rom. 5:12).

II. GOD PROVIDED A
DELIVERER FOR
JEREMIAH. We read: "Now
when Ebed-melech the Ethio-
pian, one of the eunuchs
which was in the king's house
heard that they had put
Jeremiah in the dungeon: the
king then sitting in the gate of
Benjamin; Ebed-melech went
forth out of the king's house,
and spake to the king, saying,
My lord the king, these men
have done evil in all that they
have done to Jeremiah the
prophet, whom they have cast
into the dungeon; and he is
like to die for hunger in the
place where he is: for there is
no more bread in the city."
(Jer. 38:7, 9).

Jeremiah's deliverer was
Ebed-melech. His name means
"the servant from on high." As
such, he clearly presents to us
the Lord Jesus Christ, since
Jesus was such a deliverer. He
got down off His throne; He
took off His crown; He closed
the palace gate behind Him; He
left Heaven behind in order that
He might become our
Redeemer.
"For ye know the grace of

our Lord Jesus Christ,though
he was rich, yet for your sakes
he became poor, that ye
through his poverty might be
rich." (II Cor. 8:9).

Jeremiah's deliverer was a
black man — an Ethiopian. Be-
ing of another race naturally it
would be said of him that there
was no beauty in him.

Surely we would think thus of
our Lord Jesus Christ, since no
one sees any beauty in Him until
the individual is saved. The pro-
phet declared this to be true
eight hundred years before His
birth.
"For he shall grow up

before him as a tender plant,
and as a root out of a dry
ground: he hath no form nor
comeliness; and when we
shall see him there is "no
beauty that we should desire
him." (Isa. 53:2).

When the Jews built the
tabernacle in the wilderness,
they placed within a wealth of
beautiful curtains and wonder-
ful furniture overlaid with gold,
all of which was worth a sizeable
fortune. The outside coverings_ _
of the tabernacle were of
badgers' skins, which, when ex-
posed to the sun, the wind, and
the rain, surely offered anything
but an inviting appearance to
the tabernacle. Looking at it
from the outside one would
never have dreamed of the
wealth and beauty there was
within. Surely looking at the
Lord Jesus before one is saved,
he would never realize how
marvelous and how wonderful is
our Lord.
Ebed-melech, in order to

deliver Jeremiah, came forth
from the presence of the king.
He asked permission of the king
in order that he might save
Jeremiah out of the dungeon,
and when the permission was
granted he came forth im-
mediately from the king's
presence unto Jeremiah.
So it is with our Lord Jesus.

When He came to save us, He
came forth from the presence of
the King of kings — even God
Himself. How wonderful it is to
know that as Jeremiah's
deliverer came forth from the
king, in like manner our
deliverer, our Saviour, and our
Redeemer, also came to us from
our King.
"Let this mind be in you,

which was also in Christ
Jesus: Who, being in the form
of God, thought it not rob-
bery to be equal with God:
But made himself of no
reputation and took upon him
the form of a servant, and was
made in the likeness of men:
And being found in fashion as
a man, he humbled himself,
and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the
cross." (Phil. 2:5-8).

III. IT IS INTERESTING
TO NOTICE THE MANNER
OF DELIVERANCE WHICH
JEREMIAH EXPERIENC-
ED.
Jeremiah couldn't deliver

himself. Sunk down within the
mud, within this dungeon, he
couldn't climb out. There was
nothing that he could do
whereby he might deliver
himself from this pit.
Beloved, there just isn't

anything that the sinner can do
to deliver himself from the con-
dition of sin and thus set his feet
on the solid Rock of Ages. Our
Lord says to any that would thus
try to effect their own redemp-
tion:
"Verily, verily, I say unto

you, He that entereth not by
the door into the sheepfold,
but climbeth up some other
way, the same is a thief and a
robber." (John 10:1).
The sinner may clothe himself

with his righteousness and may
try by his morality, good deeds,
and righteousness to save
himself, yet in the end every lost
man will find that this will not
suffice. This is what the Word of
God tells us again and again.
"But we are all as an

unclean thing, And all our
righteousnesses are as filthy
rags: and we all do fade as a
leaf; and our iniquities, like
the wind, have taken us
away." (Isa. 64:6).
"Therefore we conclude

that a man is justified by faith
without the deeds of the law."
(Rom. 3:28).
"Not by works of

righteousness which we have
done, but according to his
mercy he saved us, by the
washing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost."

(Titus 3:5).
Years ago, I remember read'

ing how some Africa°,
savages received the Prince at
Wales on one of his visits. El,:
cept for the tall silk hats whic°
they wore, they were entirelf
nude, yet they came to meet
their king riding in Ford care'
with rings in their ears and tit tail
noses. We laugh as we thin'
what a ludicrous and ridiculous

picture they presented, yet ac'
tually they were well dre
gentlemen in comparison le
man's best efforts to make hile
presentable to God.
Not only is it true thil

Jeremiah couldn't climb out
the dungeon, he couldn't 4011
part way out.

Certainly every unsaved n1!
is just as helpless. Some tali
about waiting until they are hoe
ter to come to Jesus:. May Yl,.e
remember that the invitation P
for us to come:

"Just as I am, without nne
plea, But that Thy blood 0,
shed for me, And that Thou bit':
dest me come to Thee, 0 Lan"
of God, I come! I come!" A

While the majority of unsavr,
folk realize that they can't full
save themselves, they believe

somehow that salvation is a IniC
ture of grace and works and tile/
if one does the best he can nje
shall be saved. Let me renii!
you, beloved, that salvation 16
not such a mixture.
"Even so then at this pre.

sent time also there is a re°
nant according to the election
of grace. And if by gr$ce.
then it is no more of worlco'

otherwise grace is no more
grace. But if it be of worlkn'
then it is no more grace,:
otherwise work is no incr
work." (Rom. 11:5, 6).

Salvation is by grace alone.2,
is by grace through faith, Pi'
nothing minus nothing.
"For by grace are ye salted/

through faith; and that riot I

yourselves; it is the gift °
God: Not of works, lest al
man should boast." (Ephi
9).

It was just a simple provisi°
which Ebed-melech used td°
deliver Jeremiah — ropes
rags. The rags were to be Ple
under the arms to protect W.
flesh and with the ropes he "Iv
to be pulled out.
God's plan of salvatie:

through the ages has beeno
matter of utmost simplicity.
the days of Moses, God told
snake-bitten Jews to make a gets;
pent of brass which would hej
them of their serpent bites. 1:1
they needed was but to lookl
it. This was but a simple P117;1;
sion, which of course, told the
of Jesus as Saviour. .he
"And as Moses lifted up P",

serpent in the wildertieno"'
even so must the Son of Is
be lifted up: That whosoe*ed
believeth in him should 0,

perish but have eternal life'
(John 3:14, 15).
On the night of the

Passover when Israel
redeemed out of Egypt, qv
told each family of Jews to
lamb, catch its blood in a 1316
and then sprinkle that he15,e
with a bunch of hyssop on
side posts and on the lintel of ref
door. All they needed to do elyi
to take God at His Word. Tiled
was to be a simple exercise of
faith. This is all that God asked
us today. If the ropes and
were but a simple provision

°rJersmiah's deliverance,
much more can we say that °;.;
is a simple provision wherebY
are saved. Listen: nut'
"And brought them i do

and said, Sirs, what must
to be saved? And they 57
(Continued on Page 8 Column l'
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The one who nurses grief is not any wiser than the one who feeds a tiger.
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"The word of the Lord
came again unto me, saying,
Son of man, say unto the
prince of Tyrus. Thus saith
the Lord GOD; Because thine
heart is lifted up, and thou
hast said, I am a God, I sit in
the seat of God, in the midst
of the seas; yet thou art a man,
and not God, though thou set
thine heart as the heart of
God" (Ezek. 28:1, 2).
Tyre, according to the

Previous chapter, was blessed
With every good thing. Her cof-
fers were full and running over.
She was like the rich man who
had such an abundance that he
decided to tear down his barns
and build larger ones. One
would think that all of Tyre and
her ruler would have bowed
before the God of Heaven and
earth and praised Him for all
the gifts He had bestowed upon
them. The very opposite
however was true. The prince of
Tyre, in fact, heaped all the
honor and the glory upon
himself. He, due to his abun-
dance, lifted up his heart and
even announced that he was a
god. His people, no doubt,
honored him as if he were a god.
That which we are observing

here is the action of Satan
himself as he works in and
through an earthly king. Satan's
goal has always been to be like
God. He therefore uses every
means available to him in ac-
complishing his goal. He goes
Up and down in the earth seek-
ing whom he may devour and he
certainly did a lot of devouring
in Tyre. The king of Tyre
foreshadows the Beast which is
yet to come — the Beast who
will be the puppet of Satan
(Dan. 7:8, Rev. 19:20). Satan
.had deceived the king of Tyre
into thinking that he was a god.
The true God, however, inform-
ed him that he was just a man
who is subject to all the
weaknesses, diseases and death
to which all other men are sub-
ject.
May each of us see from the

above how great a deceiver the
devil is. He is so great in his
ability to deceive that he was
able to convince the king of Tyre
that he was a god. Satan is still
in the business of deceiving peo-
Pie. He even has people believ-
!rig that they can earn their way
into heaven, that they can savethemselves from the wrath of
God which is yet to come. He
has also deceived multitudes in-to believing a multitude of lies
relative to the Holy Scriptures.
You may recall from Acts
12:2-23 that Satan, at anotherti▪ me in history, caused those ofTyre to believe that Herod was
God • • "Behold thou art wiser
than Daniel; there is no secret
that they can hide from thee"
(Ezek. 28:3).
The king of Tyre was a

brilliant fellow, having beenmade brilliant by Satan. The
Beast which is yet to come willalso be brilliant, since he tooWill also have been given
supreme intelligence by Satan.
Satan's goal, of course, is to lifttiP himself by using humanity ashis tool. "With thy wisdomand with thine understandingthou hast gotten thee riches,and hast gotten gold andSilver into thy treasures: Bythy great wisdom and by thytraffick hast thou increasedthy 

riches, and thine heart islifted up because of thyriches" 
(Ezek. 28; 4, 5).Satan, by giving superior in-telligence to the king of Tyre,
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deceived him into thinking that
he was something which he was
not. Satan had enabled the king
to make all the right moves. He
had made him a great manager
and a great motivator. The king
had become a very shrewd per-
son. He, in fact, as the result of
his intelligence, had gotten
riches, yea, he had filled his cof-
fers with gold and silver. It
turns out that the king of Tyre
was not near as wise as he
thought himself to be. He, in
fact, had he been wise, would
have been familiar with that
which the following passage
teaches:
"Every good gift and every

perfect gift is from above, and
cometh down from the Father

Willard Willis

of lights, and with whom is no
variableness, neither shadow
of turning" (James 1:17).
The following passage should

also be noted in regard to the
king of Tyre.
"Charge them that are rich

in this world, that they be not
highminded, nor trust in
uncertain riches, but in the
living God, who giveth us
richly all things to enjoy" (1
Tim. 6:17).
"Therefore thus saith the

Lord GOD; Because thou hast
set thine heart as the heart of
God; Behold, therefore I will
bring strangers upon thee,
the terrible of the nations:
and they shall draw their
swords against the beauty of
thy wisdom, and they shall
defile thy brightness. They
shall bring thee down to the
pit, and thou shalt die the
deaths of them that are slain
in the midst of the seas"
(Ezek. 28:6-8).
The fact that the king of Tyre

set his heart as the heart of God,
shows clearly, as we previously
noted, that he was a puppet of
Satan. The following passages
show clearly that the king's
thinking was in harmony with
that of his father the devil.
"For thou hast said in thine

heart, I will ascend into
heaven, I will exalt my throne
above the stars of God: I will
sit also upon the mount of the
congregation, in the sides of
the north: I will ascend above
the heights of the clouds; I
will be like the most High"
(Isa. 14:13, 14).
The historical record shows

that all the kings of Tyre were
puppets of Satan in that they all
believed that they had descend-
ed from the gods. The king
before us even "set his heart as
the heart of God"; that is, his
innermost thoughts and feelings
were that he had done it all; that
he was second to none in any
field. He even believed, accor-
ding to Ezekiel 28:3, that there
was "no secret" that could be
hidden from him. Those who
climb as high in vain thoughts as
this king did are sure to fall. It is
as stated in the following
passage: "Pride goeth before
destruction, and an haughty
spirit before a fall" (Prov.
16:18).
The king of Tyre was to be

_
I'm reminded that our Lord

Jesus became a man and died as
a man dies. He, however, could
have called upon an army of ten
thousand angels had He chosen
to do so. The king of Tyre, on
the other hand, had no one to
call upon when the time for his
fall and death arrived. He died
as any other man dies. God's
Son died and went into the
grave, but after three days and
nights He shook off His death
garments and chains and came
forth a victor. The king of Tyre,
on the other hand, is still chain-
ed by the chains of death.
"Thou shalt die the deaths

of the uncircumcised by the
hand of strangers: for I have
spoken it, saith the Lord
God" (Ezek. 28:10).

It was not that the king of
Tyre was to die a death, but he
was to die "deaths"; that is, he
was to die a temporal and eter-
nal death. He, in fact, was to die
as the "uncircumcised" die, or
those who are not in the cove-
nant relationship with God.
"Moreover the word of the

LORD came unto me, saying,
Son of man, take up a lamen-
tation upon the king of Tyrus,
and say unto him. Thus saith
the Lord GOD; Thou sealest
up the sum, full of wisdom,
and perfect in beauty. Thou
hast been in Eden the garden
of God; every precious stone
was thy covering, the sardius,
topaz, and the diamond, the
beryl, the onyx, and the
jasper, the sapphire, the
emerald, and the carbuncle,
and gold: the workmanship of
thy tabrets and of thy pipes
was prepared in thee in the
day that thou wast created.

brought down by the Almighty,
but God's means in bringing
him down was to be the Babylo-
nians, or, as verse seven states,
"I will bring strangers upon
thee." The Babylonians, in
verse seven, are called "the ter-
rible of the nations." They, no
doubt, were given this title
because they were known and
feared for their cruelty. You
may recall from a previous study
that they killed the king's sons
before his eyes and then they
proceeded to cause him to be
blind. A close study of Ezekiel
30:11 shows clearly that the
Babylonians were definitely the
"strangers" who were to be
brought against Tyre.
The death of the king of Tyre,

according to verse eight, was to
be the same death as those "that
are slain in the midst of the
seas." This kind of death was
one which did not receive a pro-
per burial. The burial of the
king would not have the pomp
and splendor which the previous
kings had enjoyed.
The Babylonians were to

"draw their swords against
the beauty" of the king of
Tyre's wisdom. They, in other
words, were to destroy all of
those beautiful things which had
been brought about as a result of
the king's superior wisdom.
Those beauties which were to be
destroyed were the king's
palace, treasury, city, navy, ar-
my, etc. These were the things
which made him illustrious and
glorious as a "god" on the
earth. These were the things he
gloried in as his "brightness"
(v. 7).
"Wilt thou yet say before

him that slayeth thee, I am
God? but thou shalt be a man,
and no God, in the hand of
him that slayeth thee" (Ezek.
28:9).

Thou art the annointed
cherub that covereth; and I
have set thee so: thou wast
upon the holy mountain of
God; thou hast walked up and
down in the midst of the
stones of fire. Thou wast
perfect in thy ways from the
day that thou wast created, till
iniquity was found in thee. By
the multitude of thy merchan-
dise they have filled the midst
of thee with violence, and
thou hast sinned: therefore I
will cast thee as profane out of
the mountain of God: thou
hast walked up and down in
the midst of the stones of fire.
Thou wast perfect in thy ways
from the day that thou wast
created, till iniquity was
found in thee. By the
multitude of thy merchandise
they have filled the midst of
thee with violence, and thou
hast sinned: therefore I will
cast thee as profane out of the
mountain of God: and I will
destroy thee, 0 covering
cherub from the midst of the
stones of fire. Thine heart was
lifted up because of thy beau-
ty, thou hast corrupted thy
wisdom by reason of thy
brightness: I will cast thee to
the ground, I will lay thee
before kings, that they may
behold thee. Thou hast defil-
ed the sanctuaries by the
multitude of thine iniquities,
by the iniquity of thy traffic;
therefore will I bring forth a
fire from the midst of thee, it
shall devour thee, and I will
bring thee to ashes upon the
earth in the sight of all them
that behold thee. All they that
know thee among the people
shall be astonished at thee:
thou shalt be a terror, and
never shalt thou be any more"
(Ezek. 28:11-19).
We, as a rule, are not allowed

to observe that which motivates
people to commit evil. We see
only the results. The passages
before us however take us back
behind the scenes. They take us
into the very command post of
Satan. This fact is made very
evident from verse fifteen where
it is stated that "thou wast
created." People, since Adam
and Eve, have been born rather
than created. The reference
therefore is to Satan, Satan who
had made the king of Tyre his
puppet and the kingdom of Tyre
his headquarters on the earth.
We, if we could see behind the

scenes today, would see a
similar command post as that
which is before us. It, in fact, is
as stated in the following
passages:
"For we wrestle not against

flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness
in high places" (Eph. 6:12).
"Be sober, be viligant;

because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion,
walketh about, seeking whom
he may devour" (I Peter 5:8).
"Again the word of the

LORD came unto me, saying,
Son of man, set thy face
against Zidon and prophesy
against it, and say, Thus saith
the Lord GOD; Behold, I am
against thee, 0 Zidon; and I
will be glorified in the midst
of thee: and they shall know
that I am the LORD, when I
shall have executed
judgments in her, and shall
be sanctified in her. For I will
send into her pestilence, and
blood into her streets; and the
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wounded shall be judged in
the midst of her by the sword
upon her every side; and they
shall know that I am the
LORD. And there shall be no
more a pricking brier unto
the house of Israel, nor any
grieving thorn of all that are
round about them; that
despised them; and they shall
know that I am the Lord
GOD" (Ezek. 28:20-24).

One, from a study of scrip-
ture, will observe that Tyre and
Zidon are linked together just as
Sodom and Gomorrah are link-
ed together. Note Luke 10:14 as
an example: "But it shall be
more tolerable for Tyre and
Sidon at the judgment, than
for you." Zidon, then, the sister
city to Tyre, followed in the
steps of Tyre and brought God's
wrath upon their own heads.
Tyre, as the result of her sins,
was to "be judged in the midst
of her by the sword upon her
every side" (v. 23).
We know from the history of

Zidon that God's orders were
definitely carried out. Zidon, in
fact, was conquered by the Per-
sians and was under their rule
for three hundred years. The
people revolted against the Per-
sians in 35 B.C. The result was
that the king of Persia marched
against their city. History in-
forms us that forty thousand of
the inhabitants of Zidon locked
themselves in their houses and
proceeded to burn their houses
rather than fall into the hands of
the king of Persia. We also
know from history that the com-
bined fleets of Turkey, Austria
and England bombarded the ci-
ty of Zidon in 1840. It becomes
obvious that God kept His word
relative to His sentence upon
Zidon.
"Thus saith the Lord GOD;

When I shall have gathered
the house of Israel from the
people among whom they are
(Continued on Page 8 Column 1
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It is only when God honors us that we are truly exalted.

EZEKIEL
(Continued from Page 71

scattered, and shall be sanc-
tified in them in the sight of
the heathen, then shall they
dwell in their land that I have
given to my servant Jacob.
And they shall dwell safely
therein, and shall build
houses, and plant vineyards;
yea, they shall dwell with con-
fidence, when I have executed
judgments upon all those that
despise them round about
them; and they shall know
that I am the LORD their
God" (Ezek. 28: 25, 26).
We have been reading how

that God promised to destroy
the Ammonites, Moabites,
Edomites, Philistines, Tyrians
and Zidon. We have observed
how God kept His word and
brought these nations to nought.
We now come to a contrast in
that Israel is to be regathered
and delivered. God, then, when
He ceases to judge the nations,
will re-establish the Jews in their
own land.
May we keep in mind, in clos-

ing, that unbelief for a time has
fallen upon Israel so that we
Gentiles could enjoy the benefits
of God's salvation. It is as stated

,in the following passage: "And
80 all Israel shall be saved...
Even so ha% e• these also now
not believed, that through
your mercy they also may ob-
tain mercy. For God bath con-
cluded them all in unbelief,
that he might have mercy
upon all" (Rom.11:26, 31-320.

ROPES
(Continued from Page 61

Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be sav-
ed, and thy house." (Acts
16:30, 31).

It is rather interesting to
notice that the rope was long
enough to reach Jeremiah and
that it was strong enough to
pull him out. Accordingly it was
not long after Ebed-melech
secured permission to deliver
Jeremiah until The prophet of
God was standing upon dry
ground.
How I do thank God that the

Gospel of Jesus Christ is just
like the rope. It is long enough
to reach every man in his sin and
it is strong enough to pull him
out.
Paul was a great sinner, yet

he found the Gospel abundantly
sufficient for his salvation.
"This is a faithful saying,

and worthy of all acceptation,
that Christ Jesus came into
the world to save sinners; of
whom I am chief." (I Tim.
1:15).
The woman of Samaria was

likewise noted for her sins, yet
she found the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ able to save.
After she had received Jesus she
became so enthused that she left
her water pot and went into the
city inviting all to come see
Jesus.
"Come, see a man, which

told me all things that ever I
did: is not this the Christ?"
(John 4:29).
Rahab the harlot was one of

the Old Testament sinners who
found the Gospel of our Lord
abundantly able to save. We
read:
"By faith the harlot Rahab

perished not with them that
believed not, when she had
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received the spies with
peace." (Heb. 11:31).
In closing, may I urge you

who like Jeremiah are struggling
in the mire of sin — with
spiritual death your only pro-
spect — may I urge you to
receive the Lord Jesus Christ.
May you receive Him.
"But as many as received

him, to them gave he power to
become the sons of God, even
to them that believe on his
name." (John 1:12).
May God bless you!

ALL
(Continued from Page 1)

in Christ, yet have ye not

many fathers: for in Christ
Jesus I have begotten you
through the gospel." He said I
am your spiritual Father and I
am speaking to you as a father
speaks to his children. in
Chapter 4, he confirms what he
is talking about in verse 6 & 7
and what to do about it. "And
these things, brethren, I have
in a figure transferred to
myself and to Apollos for
your sakes; that ye might
learn in us not to think of men
above that which is written,
that no one of you be puffed
up for one against another.
For who maketh thee to differ
from another? And what hast
thou that thou didst not
receive? now if thou didst
receive it, why dost thou
glory, as if thou hadst not
received it?" This is talking
about the gifts and the things
they possessed in the church.
Paul is talking about a figure
transferred to himself and to
Apollos. That means the fact
stated is designed to change its
application from Paul and
Apollos to the things which were
going on in the church. Paul
said to get your eyes off of him,
off of Apollos, off of Cephas,
and get your eyes upon the mind
of Christ and the things taking
place in the church. He is
stating that there are terrible
things going on in the church
that should not be. That one
man is being elevated above
another; or one pastor above the
other. The word "differ" as us-
ed in verse 7, means fashion,
manner of life, and action. Paul
said I want you to change your
manner of life and the actions in
your life. In other words, that
all things are yours in common
here. We have all got things in
common. We have one law, one
faith, one baptism, and one
Lord's Supper. We are all in a
unity in the local body of Christ.
The hand cannot say to the foot,
"I have no need of thee." As
stated in I Corinthians 12:15, if
something happens that the foot
does not function, it puts a hard-
ship upon the hand. Paul is talk-
ing about putting hardships
upon the body of Christ.
What I am talking about here

is the unity of all things in com-
mon. We are blood washed,
spirit filled, spiritually baptized
believers in the New Testament
Church. One is not above the
other. We are all one in Christ
Jesus. One cannot say to the
other, I have no need of you.
Paul says, "Therefore let no
man glory in men." There are
some ministers that are jealous
of others. Some can preach doc-
trines better than others some
better in Revelations than
others, some have more of a gift
of preaching than others. God
gives each one a gift and a
measure of grace. We are not to
be jealous of others. We are not
to lift one up against another. In
I Corinthians chapter 4, verse
17: "For this cause have I sent

unto you Timotheus, who is
my beloved son, and faithful
in the Lord, who shall bring
you into remembrance of my
ways which be in Christ, as I
teach every where in every
church." Paul said he was not
teaching any different there
than he taught in any other
church. He said his beloved son
Timothy brings you remem-
brance of his ways which are in
Christ.
In Galatians 4:18, "But it is

good to be zealously affected
always in a good thing, and
not only when I am present
with you." To find no fault in a
good cause. In verse 19, "My
little children, of whom I
travail in birth again until
Christ be formed in you."
What's he saying? My relation-
ship to you is not merely of one
zealous accord in you, but more
than that. I am a father as a
father is to his children. In other
words, how could we dispute
Christ being formed in you that
you might live in Christ, that
you might think nothing but
Christ, that you might glory in
nothing but Christ?
Why do we have all things in

common? What do we have?
For all things are yours in com-
mon whether Paul or Apollos or
Cephas or the world or life or
death or of things present or
things to come, all are yours in
common and you are Christ's
and Christ is God. We are in
Christ and Christ is in God. In
other words, He is God as in the
everlasting covenant. But He
was wedded into the eternal
Word, that He took union with
Himself as a second person of
the Godhead and He was the
God man of the everlasting
covenant. He was God's federal
head for His elect people.

Let's look at some of the
things we have in common. Well
one, the world. We have all
things in common with every
saint of God. The world belongs
to Him. Did you ever think
about that? This old world
belongs to you. Old Satan is only
here for a little while. God is go-
ing to take it away from him.
Christ purchased and paid for
this old world on the cross of
Calvary. God is going to redeem
it one day and this world will
belong to the saints of God. It is
part of our inheritance from
God. We have that in common.
I do not own any more of it than
you do. We also all have our
share of the persecutions and
tribulations of this world. All of
God's people suffer. Paul wrote
to Timothy and said, "All ye
that live Godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution." If
you are not suffering troubles, if
old Satan is not hounding you,
then I am telling you brother,
examine yourself. Some say that
old Satan is bound in the bot-
tomless pit. What do you think
about that? Brother, I don't
think so. How in the world can
he be in the bottomless pit when
he is tempting me, when he is
giving me such a hard time? No,
he is not bound. The Bible says
that he that loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him.
I am talking about the world
system, if you love the world
and the sins of this world, then
the love of the Father is not in
you. That is what the book of
John tells us in Chapter 2. Do
you know that there are a lot of
Christians today that are ab-
solutely wedded to this old
earth? They are like old Lot
was. Why? Because he was
lusting after the world. The big-
gest mistake he ever made was
when he left Abraham. Listen
dear people, you can be deeply
hurt by the world system. But

we all have it in common, you
suffer the things of the world;
you are tried and tempted by the
sins of the world and so am I.
We have to live in this world, we
have that in common. We have
to bear it and put up with it.
The world is judging me and

the world is judging you. One
day we are going to judge the
world. What do you think about
Jesus in John 13? He said He
knew that His hour had come
and that He might depart this
world and go to the Father.
When Christ tabernacled and
lived upon the face of this old
earth, what a terrible place it
was in the heart of Christ.
One thing we should all have

in common is looking for Him to
come and deliver us from the
presence and power of this old
world and the power of Satan.
We should look for redemption,
redemption of the body. Yes, we
all have these things to suffer. It
is good sometimes that we are
put in the arena with Satan to do
combat through the Lord Jesus
Christ. Just like steel that is put
in great bridges, they test them
first. The more we are tested
and tried, the better we shine
forth the glory of God.

This old world is nothing but
a big old canker. Just like a big
red apple that looks good on the
outside, but inside is a worm
eating away everything inside of
that apple, and it will decay and
dry up. In Galatians 6:14, "But
God forbid that I should
glory, save in the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom
the world is crucified unto
me, and I unto the world."
The word "cross" here is used
literally. The instrument used
that He might suffer. The world
is a malefactor judged and
damned and doomed and nailed
to the cross. God is going to
judge it. It's not only that the
world is crucified unto us, but
that we are crucified unto the
world. Therefore, the world
does not see anything in us that
they desire to have. The world
hates what is in our hearts and
that is Christ. Jesus said the
world hated me before it hated
you. They don't hate you per-
sonally, it's Christ in you, the
hope of glory, your testimony,
your shining light. It is Christ
showing forth in your face that
they hate and despise. Brother,
we should let people know the
joy we have in our hearts, that
we have the lord Jesus Christ.
Brother, let them see it! This
world is the worst, terrible,
filthy, rotten thing that ever
was. The love of this world is
not in the believers heart. The
love in his heart is in Christ at
the right hand of the father.
That is where our new nature is.
Our affections should be there
also.

We all have all things in com-
mon in the world. You have a
life and that life is what you
make it. We cannot escape this
environment that we are in, but
we can better ourselves. We can
live a life above reproach. We
can live a life that will be pleas-
ing and that will bring glory and
honor to the Lord Jesus Christ.
We have that in common.

Sometimes it is easier to die
than it is to live. That is what
Paul is talking about in the book
of Philippians. "For me to live
is Christ and to die is gain."
Many times it is easier to die
than to live and face the sins and
tribulations of this life. We have
spiritual life and life everlasting.
All things are ours. Things God
has provided for us in the world.
Life and death are equally ours.
We don't know if we will face
death. In Psalms

116:15, it talks about the death
of a saint being precious in the
sight of God. And in I Kings it
talks about the death of a saint
being costly. God looks upon it
as precious. In Psalm 45:9, God
looks upon it as honorable.
When we die in Christ and when
we take our last breath, we are
ushered into the presence of
Jesus Christ and He takes us in-
to the presence of God. In
Psalm 36:7, it talks about the
death of a saint as excellent. Ex-
cellent is something that is
perfect, something that cannot
be added to or taken away from.
We are talking about in the sight
of God. We are not to fear death
because He has defeated death
and the grave. Some say they do
not want to leave their loved
ones, or that they have a lot of
friends they don't want to leave.
Listen Brother, leave your
friends here and say good morn-
ing to the greatest friend you
ever had, the Lord Jesus Christ.
He is the greatest friend we ever
had or will have.
He gave us these wonderful

things that we might share these
things in common. So let's not
talk about one another because
we have all things in common.
God predestinated all things to
His praise and glory. Like Peter
wrote and said to think it not
strange when fiery trials come
upon you to try you. Think it
not strange that you are the only
person. Like Elijah said, he was
the only one serving Him. He
said they tore down your alters,
and kilted your prophets. They
are seeking my life, and he had
run with three days journey in
the wilderness. He was running
from Jezebel, a woman. He took
his eyes off our God. What saith
the Scriptures? The Lord said,
"I have seven thousand men
that haven't bowed their knee

to the image of Baal." Oh yes,
we are not the only ones serving
God. We are not the only ones
that God has designed and
perfected things in our life.
Don't sit and cry and say,
"Look at me. Why am I going
through a thing like this? Why
me?" Brother, it is hard not to
do this. We have no right to ask
God "why" about anything.
God does as He pleases. He
doesn't have to get our permis-
sion about anything. Who do we
think we are? Just thank God
that He saved us. In I Peter
5:9-10, "Whom resist stedfast
in the faith, knowing that the
same afflictions are ac-
complished in your brethren
that are in the world. But the
God of all grace, who bath
called us unto his eternal
glory by Christ Jesus, after

that ye have suffered a while,
make you perfect, stablisb,
strengthen, settle you." Our
afflictions are to bring great con-
solation and strength to us. If

you have experienced things of

the world in your life, you can
go to other people that are suf-
fering and be a great comfort to

them. You can be a great con-
solation and help. When the

Lord Jesus Christ comes and the
Holy Spirit says "come up
hither," who is going to go?
Every born again believer is go-

ing to go. It does not make anY
difference if he is in the church

or not. If he has been washed iii

the blood of Jesus Christ and he
is Spirit filled, he is going to be
called up to meet the Lord in the
clouds of glory in the air.
It is all going to be in cony

mon. In I Thessalonians 4:14,

"For if we believe that Jesie
died and rose again, even so
them also which sleep lo

(Continued on Page 9 Column 11



Those who have the care of children ought to keep very close to God.

ALL
(Continued from Page 8)

Jesus will God bring with
him." Those who believe and
have their faith centered and
settled in the Lord Jesus Christ
will be raptured. It is important
to know that you are saved and
have this thing settled. We are
Ping to share Jesus Christ corn-
ing back and taking us out of
this old world. We are all going
to stand at the judgment seat of
Christ. Everyone of us is going
tO give an account of what we
have done in the body whether it
be good or bad at that day. We
are not going to be judged in the
b. ody of Christ as some say, but
in the body we have now. We
cannot be judged in the body we
have then because it will be a
glorified body. Jesus Christ is
not there to be judged. How can
we be judged in His body. He
has already been judged for sin.
This is going to take place in the
portals of glory. Then we are go-
mg to be in that mighty army
that comes down and makes war
Upon the anti-christ. The

church and the elect angels wille the only ones that will be on
White horses and come with
Christ. We are going to be there
and see him destroy the anti-
christ. We are going to see Him
take Satan and drop him into
the bottomless pit. We are going
to see Him when He takes Satan
out of there and destroys him
and casts him into the lake of
bre where the false prophet and
the beast have been for 1000
Years. We are going to see the
White Throne Judgment. We
are going to see all those that
denied Christ and trampled the
blood of Jesus Christ. We will
See those that persecuted us and
did all manner of evil against
Us. Then God is going to purify
the earth and we are going to
dwell and live among this earth
eternally and forever. We will
all share in it. We will share in
an things and it ought to make
us close and draw us closer
together and make us love one
another more. It ought to make
tis respect one another more in
thile grace of God. We should
. ave unity and close fellowship
In our heart toward all of God's

1;eop1e. We should worship the
`-'reator and not the creation. I
Pray that this message may in

way bless and help you.
mss you all.

VICTORY
(Continued from Page 1)

f)14rSt John, but turn with me to(St

six and verse one and
'nte the following words of the

pgreat evangelist, the Apostle
;1,441. "What shall we say

Shall we continue in
e411, that grace may abound?
'51:1 forbid. How shall we that

Itre dead to sin, live any
°flger therein?" (Rom. 6:1-2).

1\1°w, beloved, does not the
PFecious eternal Word of God
five to us here in these two dif -
:rent texts, a paradox? Yea,
tilere does seem, at least on the
f°13en surface, that these two dif-
ferent sections of Holy Writ are
je,lehing contrary to each other.
i "0 not even know at this point
ittl tittle, if in my limited
iMwiedge of the sacred Scrip-

ftil‘res, I can properly harmonize
"ese two thoughts. Therefore, I
ww°11Id pray to God that He
14°.111d give unto this preacher
.-415 divine insight and wisdomtO this very important sub-
tet, and that you would also be
inc'st kind and gracious in hear-
g Toe Out before you pass judg-

e ent• At the same time, if you
an add anything to my

understanding of this present
dilemma, any and all help
would be most appreciated.
What is the normal Christian

life? What can we expect out of
those folk who have claimed
that they have been made alive
by the work of the Holy Spirit of
God? Because we have been
born-again and therefore made
accepted in the Beloved, should
the believing sinner continue to
live in sin that the wonderful
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
may abound that much more in
our life? That question almost
does not deserve an answer in
light of what the Apostle Paul
wrote here to the church at
Rome. But with the rise of so
many different groups and the
false teachings of today that the
Christian can have and should
be able to live apart from sin in
his life, this question must be
addressed and thus, deserves to
be answered in light of the Holy
Bible.
Several things must be

answered in light of what we
know is the total picture of
God's Word with regards to this
subject matter. This is a very
important question and
therefore it does deserve our at-
tention. Will you give unto me
some of your precious time as I
attempt to lay a proper and
Biblical foundation? For one to
understand what is being writ-
ten, he must first understand
what God has done for the
believing sinner. The book of
Romans is talking about our
"so-great salvation" and then
how it has come about. God is
the One who has justified
(declared righteous) the believ-
ing sinner, and that by His eter-
nal matchless grace. On that ac-
count, the apostle is asking the
question, now that we are
redeemed folk, should we con-
tinue in sin? Paul answers that
question in the strongest way he
knew how, "God forbid"
(Romans 6:2). Now, the Apostle
John is not even talking about
the same subject matter as was
Paul, rather, he is much more
interested in the way a believing
sinner should handle sin in his
life when it presents itself. Fur-
thermore, the apostle would
have everyone to know that
there is never a time in the life of
the believing sinner that he is
able to totally remove his sin
nature or tendency to sin.
In light of what we know to be

fact (truth), the Holy Writ of
God does not ever teach con-
trary to itself. On that one ac-
count alone, we must look at
this subject matter before us as
agreeing in all parts. Romans
six is perhaps one of the greatest
known sections of Paul's writing
on the subject of the believer's
eternal position in Christ Jesus.
Thus, for one to understand that
truth, he must understand what
the apostle is not saying. The
Apostle Paul is not talking
about our character or our pre-
sent conduct as Christians. The
apostle is not saying that we are
dead to the influences of sin or
the love of sin. Nor, does the
apostle imply in his statement,
"dead to sin," that the believ-
ing sinner is no longer under the
power of sin in his day by day
walk of faith. In light of what
the Apostle Paul wrote in the
seventh chapter of Romans, and
what the Apostle John has writ-
ten in our text, it becomes very
obvious that the believing sinner
has a spiritual war going on
within him at all times.
Then, what does the Apostle

Paul mean by the statement in
verse two of Romans six? "How
shall we that are dead to sin,
live any longer therein?"
(Rom. 6:2). It is obvious that
the Apostle is talking about be-
ing dead to the guilt of sin. Fur-

thermore, the apostle is talking
about the same thing in verse
ten of this same chapter. Our
Lord Jesus Christ died to the
guilt of sin — to the guilt of His
own people's sins, which He had
taken upon Himself on the cruel
wicked tree of Calvary. Thus,
our Lord Jesus Christ having
been delivered by God the
Father from the guilt of sin, —
He is not dead to it — freed
(Romans 6:7) justified. That is
our position in Christ Jesus.
What does all this mean then?
The guilt of our sins, which has
previously separated us from
Almighty God, now has been
once and for all cancelled. We
can and do enjoy His wonderful
and most glorious favour and
thus, the eternal blessings that
belong to us in Christ Jesus have
been and are effected.

It must be understood that we
are not saying or implying that,
because of our glorious position
we can live any old way that we
want! God forbid. One who has
been redeemed (justified) has no
right whatsoever with that base
attitude. On the other hand, we
are not saying either, that a
believing sinner never commits
sin or falls into sin. But we are
bold to say that a believing sin-
ner will not continue to live as he
formerly lived, in sin and
ungodliness. Here we are often
misrepresented by those who
hate our doctrine. We should
never give them reason to
believe that we think so.
What has our God done with

our sin? If you are saved, then
you are said to be redeemed. If
that be the case, then what I
have to say will apply to you,
but never to the lost world.
Beloved, God has forgiven you
— Ephesians 1: 7 and thus He
has made you accepted in the
Beloved. God is the One who
has removed your sin — Psalm
103:12. Therefore, He will never
bring up your sin in judgment,
seeing that the Lord Jesus
Christ has paid the full price
thereof. Beloved, once again it
must be understood that we are
speaking concerning our most
wonderful and glorious position
that is in Christ Jesus. The Bi-
ble has made it very clear and
we need to recognize this one
great truth -- you have been
freed from the guilt of sin. Now,
how in the world can you or any
believing sinner expect to live a
victorious life in Christ Jesus?
No way! Now, don't misunders-
tand what I am trying to say
here, for in no way are we im-
plying that the child of God
should give up and say it is
useless to try and live for God.
The Apostle Peter wrote these
words, "But grow in grace,
and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ" (II Peter 3:18). The
New Testament seems to say
and teach that the Christian
walk is one of continual and per-
sistent growth in the knowledge
and understanding of what we
know to be revealed truth. Fur-
thermore, the New Testament
tells us that the believing sinner
never gets rid of his old sin
nature and therefore, it is con-
tinually operative in man.
Nevertheless, when the

believing sinner can come to the
realization that Almighty God
has removed from him the guilt
of sin, he can then deal more ef-
fectively with his day by day
walk with the Lord. Thus, the
Christian must know and
understand that all sin that has
been confessed before God, has
literally been forgiven and
forgotten by God. But, even
much more than this, when a
believing sinner does sin — and
he will — he must recognize the
worth and the value of God's
Word and in so doing, simply

confess his sin. The Word of
God is so clear — plain and sim-
ple. The child of God who has
confessed his sin to the Father,
can know that it is all under the
blood. You see, the Bible makes
it very practical to us. We all
will sooner or later find
ourselves in need of confessing
our sin. We are said to be "dead
to sin" and I am more convinc-
ed than ever, that when the
believer reckons this great truth
to himself, he can then begin to
live unto Almighty God. There
is no way under the sun that
anyone can ever begin to live for
God until he learns this one
great lesson — the guilt of sin
has been taken care of in the
person of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Now that you have reckoned

a truth to be so, what is next?
How are you going to live the
rest of your life? Will or can this
truth make a difference in your
life? Inasmuch as our Lord has
cancelled our guilt, you and I
have been redeemed from the
curse of the law. Therefore,
there are no obstacles in the way
to prevent us from approaching
God and asking Him to help us
as His dear children in this
delicate situation. This does not
mean that the Christian does not
have some responsibilities. He
most certainly does. Read
Romans 6:11-16 and see what
the Apostle has to say about
your daily walk.
"Likewise reckon ye also

yourselves to be dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God
through Jesus Christ our
Lord" (Romans 6:11). Several
things need to be noted here in
our text: (1). First, that the
believing sinner needs to reckon
(count, compute or to take into
account) the Scriptural fact that
he is effectually dead to sin —
dead to its guilt; and (2). That
by the very same means
whereby he has been made free,
he is to consider himself as alive
unto God in the person of the
Lord Jesus Christ. As Mr.
Haldane implies, "unless we
keep in mind that we are dead to
sin, and alive unto God in Jesus
Christ our Lord, we cannot
serve Him as we ought: we shall
otherwise be serving in the
oldness of the latter, and not in
newness of spirit." Most, who
would consider this verse and
others that are similar, would
show their true colors — for
therein, they would insist that
man can, on his own, live a vic-
torious Christian life. But when
considering what they have to
say, it immediately becomes
very obvious that it has been
and is tainted with the evil doc-
trine of Arminianism. Never-
theless, when the believing sin-
ner comes to the realization that
in Christ Jesus his sins were
crucified with Him, and thus
nailed to His cross, he then
begins to look at things
somewhat differently. Then,
and only then, can he realize
that the law has no more claim
over him. Why? Because he is
dead to (freed from) its claim.
Thus, because it no longer has
the power to condemn him, the
believing sinner can in turn take
his energy and in so doing mor-
tify sin. Beloved, until you
reckon this great truth, no sin
will ever be crucified in your
heart or in your life. Mr.
Haldane is absolutely correct,
for when he implies that the
believing sinner only opens
himself up to further unbelief
when he does not see himself as
being perfectly dead to sin in the
Lord Jesus Christ. In reality,
when the believing sinner does
not see himself as "dead to
sin," he is allowing self to be
placed into more importance
than the Lord of Glory.
"Let not sin therefore reign

in your mortal body, that ye
should obey it in the lusts
thereof" (Rom. 6:12). Again,
one must not forget what we
have already noted to be fact
(truth). The Apostle Paul is pro-
ceeding on the grounds that the
believing sinner has the
knowledge that his sins have
been forgiven. Thus the apostle
strongly exhorts the believers to
abstain from sin. Sin is here
mentioned as or viewed as king.
There is no way the believer
should ever allow sin to rule in
his life as sovereign. We already
have realized that the believing
sinner has a two-fold nature,
that sin is still a law in his
members, but that does not give
him an excuse to permit sin to
rule his heart and life.

"Neither yield ye your
members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin: but
yield yourselves unto God, as
those that are alive from the
dead, and your members as
instruments of righteousness
unto God" (Rom. 6:13). Just in
the event one did not unders-
tand what the apostle was talk-
ing about in verse two or verse
twelve, the warning is spelled
out loud and clear here.
"Neither yield," leaves us with
the general idea of presenting
one's self to another. Paul would
have us to recognize that we
have no business of donating our
members to gratify the lust of
the flesh. The Christian can not
afford such practices. Why?
Because in so doing, he has
caused his body to sin and thus
obeyed a sovereign that will only
bring sorrow. God would have
the believing sinner to yield
himself up to Him — God
Almighty. Yea, Holy Writ
would have us to understand
that God expects His blood-
bought redeemed children to
give themselves up to Him, and
that without any reservations.
Our life is not even to be con-
sidered dear unto any one, but
Almighty God.
"For sin shall not have

dominion over you: for ye are
not under the law, but under
grace" (Rom. 6:14). When the
believing sinner has reckoned
and come to the full and com-
plete knowledge of his state —
"dead to sin," then he can yield
himself unto God. But there is

• no way that a child of God can
ever expect to have any victory
in Christ if he does not first
realize that his sin has been
dealt with on the cruel wicked
cross of Calvary in the person of
Jesus Christ. But when he
reckons that truth, he will also
realize that in one sense of the
word, he has already (posi-
tionally) been raised from the
dead. Beloved, the believing sin-
ner has been given spiritual life
and that life is in Christ Jesus.
Wherefore, as the dead lost sin-
ner naturally presented this
members unto sin and
unrighteousness, the Word of
God tells us who have been
made alive (Ephesians 2:1) to
present our bodies (members) to
Almighty God.
Thus, when the apostle im-

plies that sin shall not have
dominion over the believing sin-
ner, it is because of the fact that
they are not only dead to the
guilt of sin, but for the very
reason that with our sins being
pardoned — they no longer have
power (hold) over us. Beloved,
do you see that great fact? The
effect or curse of the law no
longer has its poweeover the
believer. How? The law could

(Continued on Page 10 Column 1)
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only condemn and that it did.
The law revealed and still does
today the awful need of sinful
man. For without the law, man
would have never realized his
need. For the believing sinner,
whether in the Old Testament
period of time or the New Testa-
ment period, he is not under the
demands of the law, but Divine
Grace. The law was only used
of God to reveal unto the believ-
ing sinner his lost fallen condi-
tion before God Almighty. If
you please, "the law was our
schoolmaster to bring us (the
elect of God) unto Christ, that
we might be justified by
faith" (Galatians 3:24). Now,
stop for just one moment and
think back to your own salva-
tion. Was it not after God first
revealed unto you how awful a
sinner you were? That was the
way it was in my case. God used
the preaching of ten weeks on
"The Ten Commandments" to
get my attention so far as a need
was concerned. There was no
doubt in my mind twenty-six
years ago of my unworthiness,
but today that guilt has been
totally removed because of the
work of God done in my heart
and the acknowledgment of
that work thereof. I have
nothing in myself to add to my
standing before Almighty God.
"What then? shall we sin,

because we are not under the
law, but under grace? God
forbid. Know ye not, that to
whom ye yield yourselves ser-
vants to obey, his servants ye
are to whom ye obey; whether
of sin unto death, or of obe-
dience unto righteousness?"
(Rom. 6:15-16). The Apostle
concludes his argument by
simply saying, the one who has
received the free pardon of sin
(the who has been justified) by
faith and that without works,
does not and will never be fur-
nished a license to sin or to live
in sin. There are far too many
verses of Holy Scriptures that
teach us that the believing sin-
ner is to present his life unto
God, and that is only his
reasonable service — Romans
12:1-2. Beloved, we are to live
unto God and that because we
are His. It is not a wish, but a
command. Just as with the na-
tion of Israel, blessing and judg-
ment come when the believing
sinner reponds accordingly.
Blessings when he walks with
the Lord and judgment when he
sins. But don't forget, when we
do sin, and we will, God is there
to forgive us and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness (I John
1:9). Thus, when we do sin and
we will, one can have the full
assurance that when that sin has
been confessed, it can and
should be forgotten and that
because God has so forgiven and
forgotten. May the Lord take
these simple words and bless
your heart, but even more so,
give you victory!

GREAT
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bow, and cutteth the spear i
sunder; he burneth th
chariot in the fire. Be still,
and know that I am God: I
will be exalted among th
heathen, I will be exalted in
the earth. The Lord of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is
our refuge. Selah." "If it had
not been the Lord who was on
our side, now may Israel say;
If it had not been the Lord
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who was on our side, when
men rose up against us: Then
they had swallowed us up
quick, when their wrath was
kindled against us: Then the
waters had overwhelmed us,
the stream had gone over our
soul: Then the proud waters
had gone over our soul. Bless-
ed be the Lord, who bath not
given us as a prey to their
teeth. Our soul is escaped as a
bird out of the snare of the
fowlers: the snare is broken,
and we are escaped. Our help
is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth."
"When the Lord turned again
the captivity of Zion, we were
like them that dream. Then
was our mouth filled with
laughter, and our tongue with
singing: then said they among
the heathen, The Lord bath
done great things for them.
The Lord bath done great
things for us; whereof we are
glad. Turn again our captivi-
ty, 0 Lord, as the streams in
the south. They that sow in
tears shall reap in joy. He that
goeth forth and weepeth,
bearing precious seed, shall
doubtless come again with re-
joicing, bringing his sheaves
with him."
I want to use as my subject

the words found in verse three of
the last Psalm that I read. "The
Lord hath done great things
for us; whereof we are glad."
Now referring to these Scrip-
tures, if it had not been for the
Lord Who is on our side, then
the proud waters had gone over
our soul. You can be sure, my
friend, of that. Indeed those of
you who know, who have been
here these many years and know
that we have waded some deep,
dark waters in our time, and yet
in spite of it the waters did not
overwhelm us. At other times,
we were able to stand on the
bridge of God's amazing pro-
vidence and watch the troubled
waters flow by. They did not
overwhelm us. We have stood
looking down from that perch in
Providence and have seen those
troubled and darkened waters
turn clear as a beautiful stream
that reflected the glory of
Almighty God; and we have
learned by experience that our
God was in each of those ex-
periences, no more in one and
no less in the other, for we have
learned that our afflictions work
for us as the Scriptures declare.
"While we look not at the
things which are seen, but at
the things which are unseen:
for," saith God's Word, "the
things which are seen are tem-
poral." So by faith we could
look away from what we - saw
before our eyes and believe the
Word of God and learn by ex-
perience that all things do work
together for good, though
adverse they may seem. They
seem to work adversely at times,
yet we believe God that they
work together for good to those
who put God first in their lives.
Now in spite of the predic-

tions that were made in the past,
for I remember, sitting back
yonder in this building one day
someone got aggravated with
me. He got up and stomped out
and he said, "The doors will be
closed on this place in less than
six weeks." I said, "My brother,
if you are right, I would rather
they closed tonight for if God is
not in it, the sooner it goes out of
business, the better." But they
have opened every Lord's day
since those many years ago.
An old preacher said to me as

I preached the Word of God
about thirty years ago in his
church (I was pastor here then),
"You'll not be able to preach
like you do. You can't preach
that loud, can't rant and rave.

You won't be able to continue if
you do." Well, the last verse of
that story is that he is dead and
the fellow who stomped out is
gone, and who's here? Guess
who is here still ranting and rav-
ing?

It has been a long journey and
a difficult one since I first drove
up that dirt road. Oh, it was
dirt. You look out there, but I
remember what it was. I drove
up a dirt road out here. This was
a sandhill. If you believe not
what I say, you get out there
and dig down and you'll find
sand almost as white as your
pocket handkerchief. We had to
haul top soil in here in order to
get sand spurs to grow. There
was nothing but pine trees and
palmetto bushes and here's
where we started. We had not
the money to buy rock to mix
with cement. We hauled shale
from the beaches. They'd pro-
bably have put us in jail if they
had known it, but we hauled
shale from the beaches in order
to make the piers that went
under this house. Brother Alvin
King would pour four of them in
one day. That was all we could
get money enough for. Four lit-
tle piers with some little
homemade forms we made. I
still have them. We made the
piers when we couldn't buy a ce-
ment pier. It was a difficult, dif-
ficult time.
We bought an old building,

an Army barracks, for $200. I
took it down piece by piece and
the men hauled it down here on
Domino Orange picking trucks.
We reassembled it. You might
not recognize it, but this is the
building that you are seated in
today.
Now what I want to do today

is give tribute to whom tribute is
due. The Scriptures say in
Romans 13:7: "Render
therefore to all their dues:
tribute to whom tribute is
due; custom to whom custom;
fear to whom fear; honour to
whom honour." As I read a
while ago Psalm 46, 124 and
126, it said, "If it had not been
the Lord who was on our
side.." I am well aware of what
Abraham Lincoln said during
the days of anti-slavery when so-
meone asked him if he believed
that God was on their side.
Abraham Lincoln said, "I care
not whether God is on our side,
I care whether or not we are on
God's side." And yet in spite of
the way Abraham Lincoln turn-
ed it around, the passage I read
to you said, "If it had not been
the Lord who was on our
side..." so I'm going to stick
with the text there. We would
not have made it, had it not
been for the Lord.
Now, on April 9, 1947 about

38-39 years ago, a group of six
people met. Six baptized
believers read this Psalm
46:7-11, "The Lord of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is
our refuge. Selah. Come,
behold the works of the Lord,
what desolations he bath
made in the earth. He maketh
wars to cease unto the end of
the earth; he breaketh the
bow, and cutteth the spear in
sunder; he burneth the
chariot in the fire. Be still,
and know that I am God: I
will be exalted among the
heathen, I will be exalted in
the earth. The Lord of hosts is
with us; the God of Jacob is
our refuge. Selah." These six
baptized believers petitioned the
pastor of the Main Street Bap-
tist Church, Lakeland, Florida
and the pastor of Mt. Zion Bap-
tist Church in Webster, Florida,
asking those churches if they
would come and help them
organize into a New Testament
church. So J.M. Parrish, who

was the pastor of the Main
Street Baptist Church in
Lakeland, and R.C. Davidson,
who was pastor of Mt. Zion
Baptist Church in Webster, met
with them on this day. R.C.
Davidson led them in a word of
prayer, opening the services and
reading to them the articles of
faith they adopted at that time.
J.M. Parrish delivered the
charge to the church, taking his
text from Timothy, as you might
have imagined.
When the church was fully set

up, they called a pastor who re-
mained with them one year and
three months and went
elsewhere. He resigned on
January 9, 1949. Those six peo-
ple who were charter members
of the Grace Baptist Church
that began that day, September
9, 1947, were: Brother Myers
and his wife, his son, Charles,
Alton King and his wife,
Juanita, and Mrs. Mary
Williams. These were the six
people who constituted this
church in its inception, four of
whom are dead and gone; others
are scattered elsewhere.
When Brother Myers resign-

ed, Brother W.B. Davidson, the
pastor of Calvary Baptist
Church in Tampa, whom they
had notified that they were
without a pastor, spoke to me
about this work here. He said,
"It is a little work. It has only
begun. They are meeting in the
Oddfellows Hall. They do not
have a building. They do not
have a pastor." He said, "I
would like for you, if you feel in-
clined to do so to go down there
and preach to those people." So
I did exactly that. I came down
in January of that year and
preached, and in February the
church called me to be her
pastor. My letter arrived here on
April 17, 1949.
As I told you, they had no

building. They had something
in the neighborhood of $50 in a
building fund, meeting in the
Oddfellows Hall, but to our
amazement and with nothing to
work on, the following
December 4th, we were in this
building and held the first
dedication service. Brother
Myers and others were invited
to the anniversary or the
homecoming service, at which
time he, along with other
preachers, challenged me to
launch out on faith and to give
up my job to come on the field
full time, and here I am. It
always amazed me why he
didn't try, but you know it is
always easier to get other
preachers to do what I did. I
almost starved to death, but I
did it anyway. I don't regret a
day of it not one day of it.

I've learned, as I told you
before, that God is in the troubl-
ed waters no less and no more
than when the waters run clear
and beautiful, and you can see
the reflection of His glory. So it
was a small beginning.
I'm reminded of the Scripture

in the book of Zechariah 4:10
where Zerubbabel began the
work of the restoration of the
temple. "For who has despis-
ed the day of small things?"
Five hundred years B.C. and as
they thought about it, how in-
significant and how little were
the men who were employed to
do the job they despised. The
day of small things. But you
know what God said in that
same text: "Ye shall see the
plummet in the hand of
Zerubbabel." You don't use
the plumb-bob to lay the foun-
dation. You use the plumb-bob
to make sure the walls are
plumb, to make sure the
building is straight. He said,
you despise the day of small
things. He said, you are going to

see him with the plummet in his
hand. Oh, what a blessing, what
a blessing, the day of small
things.
There was another small

beginning of which I am well
aware. How in A.D. 33, just
before our Lord died, He in-
stituted His church. Then we
are told that He summoned
them up on a mountain to meet
Him in Matthew 28:16-20,
"Then the eleven disciples
went away into Galilee, into a
mountain where Jesus had ap-
pointed them. And when they
saw him, they worshipped
him: but some doubted. And
Jesus came and spake unto
them, saying, All power is
given unto me in heaven and
in earth. Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: Teaching
them to observe all things
whatsoever I have command-
ed you: and, lo, I am with yoU
alway, even unto the end of
the world. Amen."
That was an insignificant

beginning, too. My friends, the
Lord Jesus built His church
when He was on this earth and it
was constituted of eleven at that
time. He gave them the commis-
sion to go into all the world, and
no one on earth would have
believed that they could have
done it, but they have and they
will. He said, "...lo, I am with
you alway, even unto the end
of the world."
Indeed, it is God's way to use

insignificant things. It is God's
way to begin with little beginn-
ings. I can sight you to another;
an old man with some boys is
how God started the nation of
Israel. Yet in spite of the fact

that they have been slaughtered
by multiplied millions, sixty
million fo them by the Germans
alone, plus the other multiplied
billions of Jews that have been
slaughtered; still today there is
the nation Israel that God
started with one old man and his
sons.

It is God's way, my friends,
that no flesh should glory in His
sight. Indeed I Corinthians
chapter one declares that God
did not call the wise, the mighty,
and the noble to His Works. He
chose the foolish things, weak
things, the base things, the
things that were despised, and
then the things that are not, as if
speaking of nonenities. His
reason was that no flesh should
glory in His presence.
Now, when God called me to

preach and this church called
me as its pastor, I surelY
qualified. Now that sounds
presumptious, doesn't it? Not
you were listening to what I
said. In as much as God chooses
nonenities, God chooses base
things, God chooses weak

things, God chooses despised
things, God chooses foolish

things, God doesn't choose th,e
noble things. God doesn t
choose the mighty things:
Therefore, I qualify. That 9
God's way.
I came here as a boy, and

that's a fact. I came here as
boy, driving a two-tone green
Buick. Now, I mean, I was ur
town. It had two carburetors'
Now I needed a car with tor°
carburetors on it like I needed/
freight train. But that is how
came here. Driving a 190
Buick two-tone, two carburetor;

on it, shaped like a torpedo, so,
it should have been torpedoed'
that is a fact. Now I'm driving!
1984 Buick, the one the char 
bought me. So I came here dri,q.
ing a 1941 Buick and now I 111/
driving a 1984 Buick, then

(Continued on Page 11 Column I)



The fall of Lot's wife shows that it is about as bad to look back as it is to go back.

GREAT
(Continued from Page 10)

must have been here forty-three
Years or forty-four. I came here
as a boy, my friend, you believe
It, a boy in a lot of ways. When I
came here I thought Florsheim
was something you polished
floors with; today I'm wearing a
pair of them. My children
bought them for me. What a
blessing that I have children
who remember that I bought
them new shoes while I wore
shoes that I bought at the Good-
will while I pastored this
church. Many of them were not
too good though they may have
come with good-will. Like
Brother Sledd said, when people
gave him clothes, he appreciated
it, he only wished they wouldn't
wear them so long before they
gave them to him.

, Now then, during this time
we have lived, we have learned,
we have labored, we have loved,
we have longed and looked for
His appearance. It hasn't all
been bad. We have climbed
mountains together and breath-
ed the good thin air of God's
amazing grace, but we have also
walked together slowly through
the valleys of Baca. This Scrip-
ture speaks about the valley of
Baca, the valley of tears. At
times we have hud-
dled together as a little
group leaning one upon the
Other for needed strength. Oh,
Yes, my friend, we have stumbl-
ed, we have staggered and we
have fallen, but we have struggl-
ed to our feet again every time,
never surrendering neither
sword nor shield; for the Lord
hath done great things for us,
and we are glad.

I said the Lord has done great
things for us as is true in every
text of God's Word. Great is the
imagery here, for you know the
Word "great" that is used where
says, "The Lord hath done

great things for us," is the
Hebrew word "gadal." God
hath done "gadal" for us. That
Word means to twist and by
twisting to weave each strand
Ingether. Oh, my friend, God
has done some great things for
ns. But usually when you think
f God doing something great it

is just all of a sudden, bingo,
and there it is. But here is a
Word that teaches that the way
Pod does great things at times is
°Y twisting and weaving
t?gether little strands, one with
the other. God has surely done
that for us.

You've heard me say manytunes that we have lost sight of
the way things really are. You
See words are definitions. We
"ave decided that words need
definitions. That's not the truth.
Words are definitions. They are
descriptions of conditions that
Previously existed. So the words
iv.‘.'ere definitions of a situation
ring described. Now we have
`Qst sight of the fact that the
,wcbrd was the description ortiefinition and now we must
define the word. Sound crazy to
Ir011? It won't. Hang on. in
Isaiah 40:31, "But they that
wait upon the LORD shall
Penew their strength; they
8hall mount up with wings as
illtgles; they shall run, and not
e weary; and they shall walk,"nd not faint." Wait on the

wonder what that word
ra, ns? Well, let's run get arefinition. No, run back and
(Ind out what the word is
Zscribing. The word "wait"'‘Icans to bind together bytwisting. Now, isn't that
strange? God hath done great

things while we waited on the
Lord. Waiting on the Almighty
to weave together the unravell-
ing and confusing strands of life
and responsibilities and yet He
said "wait on the Lord." I'm
just giving you some examples of
imagery here now. "Great"
things, that word itself means to
bind together by twisting. In
Isaiah 41:1 it says, "Keep
silence before me" and there
He uses the word "charash"
which means to strive or
engrave. How could the word
silence ever be associated with
an engraver? Well, my friend,
an engraver does not build by
hammering and sawing. An
engraver works with a tool that
doesn't make a sound. So the
word silence was a word that
was invented to describe what
the engraver was doing. Now we
define it in a dozen other ways.
My friend, God is doing softie
engraving.

In the book of Psalm 25 David
prayed, "teach me, 0 Lord,
and lead me." The imagery
there is beautiful for the word
that he uses, "teach," is a word
that means goad. A goad and
the rod was the oriental incen-
tive for teaching. So David was
saying, "0 Lord, use the rod on
me." "Goad me into obedience
to thy will, lead me."

All of us want God to lead us
and teach us, but I wonder if
you want this kind of leading.
The words David used when he
said "lead me," is a word that
means to tread, to string a bow
by treading on it. Stress, put
stress on the bow string so as to
put purpose and direction on
that arrow. Not many of us
want God to work our bows, but
I'm going to tell you, my friend,
before the bow string was taut
and the arrow has purpose and
direction, God must put stress
upon your life. So he said,"Lord
string my bow." "God hath
done great things for us."
While we waited on the Lord to
bind and twist together, while
we waited on the Lord to
engrave and write, while we
waited on the Lord to goad us
and put stress on our bow str-
ings, all the while we stood still.
As they read that first day when
this church began, "Be still and
know that I am God." That
word means to slacken, just turn
loose, my friend, but it also
means to mend by stitching.
These are the great things that
God hath done for us while we
waited, while we kept silence,
while we stood still. You see, we
have been criticized for being
still, we have been criticized for
waiting, we have been criticized
for not jumping up and running
around to get all the big things
done that big people think ought
to be done. Yet all the while the
Scripture was calling upon us to
wait upon the Lord, to stand
still before the Lord and to keep
silence. God hath done great
things for us, twisting us, weav-
ing us, binding us, goading us,
treading upon our bows to make
the strings taut and mending us,
while He was engraving us to
make a work of His own. Great
things, indeed, great imagery
here. God said, "I will be ex-
alted among the heathen, I
will be exalted in the earth."
He said in verse 10, "I am
God."
He has indeed bound us

together. He has plaited His
own cord, twisting us and weav-
ing us in His own design. "Great
things," I realize, is a relative
term. You see, the measure of
success is not determined by
where you are but where you
came from. There are a lot of
people that don't know that. I'm
not saying that I'm smart, I'm

saying success is not measured
by where you are, it is where you
came from, my friend. So, often
time when you look down your
nose at another child of God and
think that he has not made pro-
gress as you have, you must not
judge unless you know exactly
where he came from. There are
Christians now who seem so far
ahead of this fellow back here,
but what they don't know is that
this poor fellow began way back
there, and these started from up
here. Remember that the
measure of success is not deter-
mined by where you are, but
where you came from. The
evidence of growth is not
numerics, but character.

If a plant is growing, what
happens to it? It turns into two
plants? Foolishness! A plant
that is growing and developing
and maturing does not turn into
two plants. It is the enlargement
of one plant that we call growth.
Oh, how we have been able to
grow some together! You see,
but we have groaned together
and we have grown together. I
have seen the old wheat,
members of my church, tassel
and turn white in this field. But
I'll tell you something else, my
brother, I have not only watch-
ed the old wheat in this field
tassel and turn white, but I have
lived to see their offspring burst
through the furrows behind
them to take their places down
through the third and fourth
generation. I've seen it right
here and it reminds me of the
words of John when he said, "I
write unto you, old men
because you have known Him
from the beginning. I write
unto you young men, because
you are strong and have over-
come the wicked one. I write
unto you little children
because your sins are
forgiven and you know the
Father." So, the old men have
been with them from the beginn-
ing and the young men who are
strong, have been raised up as
victors to overcome the wicked
one, and the little children,
whose sins were forgiven and
who also knew the heavenly
Father: faithful men. The Apos-
tle Paul said, "The things that
thou heard of me among
many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men."

I think one of the best things
this church ever did was twenty-
nine years ago. Twenty-nine
years ago in the month of May,
this church in a regular con-
ference, voted to make Brother
Dallas Cumbie and Brother
Hoyt Taylor deacons in this
church and subsequently they
were ordained. I was just think-
ing that if the combined service
of these two men and myself
were put together we'd go way
past a century; about 110 or 115
years. "I write unto the old
men, not because they are old,
but that ye have known Him
from the beginning." John's
talking because John had been
with Him and had handled Him
and touched Him, and he was
talking about being with Him
since He was here. These two
men all those many years, way
over a hundred years of service
rendered to the Lord, if you
were to count us together.
Now then, like I said, things

are not easy. God is raising up
young men and I'm glad, and
strong men. Just like I've said,
I've seen the old wheat tassel
white and seen their offspring
burst through the furrows
behind them. We have been on
the radio here for twenty-seven
years, and I was on one uptown
before there ever was one here.
The first Sunday that that radio
station went into business, I was
in business on the air there.

Although we have been on that
radio station every Sunday mor-
ning for twenty-seven years, not
once in those twenty-seven years
has there ever been a request for
one thin dime. We have never
asked for a dime. And in all the
years I have been pastor of this
church I have never once hinted
of any personal need. I have
never yet suggested or hinted
that I needed a raise in salary.
These men that I'm talking
about, that had known Him
from the beginning,
remembered. They
remembered, and they took care
of it. Now the amazing thing is
that we used to get together here
on Sunday night after the ser-
vice was over and try to raise
enough money to pay the light
bill. There wouldn't be enough
in the offering plate to pay a
light bill and it was nothing like
our light bills now. Oh, no. But
I'll tell you in spite of that, this
church today spends well over a
$1,000 every month. $1.180
every month goes to nothing but
mission work besides meeting all
the current expenses of the
lights, the water, the pastor's
salary, and everything else. But,
"Got hath done great things
for us."

Stay with me. God is raising
up young men, strong men that
have joined the ranks who will
continue the work and continue
to shout, "God hath done good
things for us." We are a family
here. One time Jesus was told in
Matthew 12, "thy mother and
thy brethren stand without,
desiring to speak with thee."
Is that a fact? They are standing
without and they desire to speak
with thee. Do you know what
the Lord Jesus did? The Lord
Jesus looked out and waved His
hand in such a fashion and He
said, "who is my mother? and
who are my brethren? And he
stretched forth his hand
toward his disciples, and
said, Behold my mother and
my brethren!" Then He add-
ed, "For whosoever shall do
the will of my Father which is
in heaven, the same is my
brother, and sister, and
mother." I sit here today and
look at my sisters and my
brothers. We are family. This is
my family, these are my friends.
The Lord Jesus said, "ye are
my friends, if ye do what-
soever I command you."
Friends are not made by saying
so; friends are made by doing
so. Jesus said, "If ye do."
A few days ago I wrote down

a romance with my old shirts
which I called, "My Friends
and Old Shirts." Now, to
preface what I want to read, I
want you to think with me just a
little. Most of you, no doubt,
like myself go to the rack where
your clothes are, and there are
some there that seem to fit you
so well; there are others there
that may be bright and new but
they don't feel like those old
clothes. That is the reason all of
us, when we go to our clothes
racks, seem to wear the same
things round and round, just
because of the way they feel. I
call this a romance with my old
shirts, which is symbolic of the
relationship with these, my
friends. So you indulge me with
this, at least:

MY OLD FRIENDS
(A Romance With Old Shirts)
"Some old shirts of mine with

collars frayed and worn are like
old friends —
So nice to touch — so gentle

and so warm —
They seem so easy to get

along with, and a comfort to em-
brace — though they may have
been hanging there — unnotic-
ed, unneeded for a space —

Yet when you come upon
them, they seem as friendly as
ever; and causes you to wonder
why their companionship should
sever —
So unlike the new ones, stiff,

resistant, as if with personalities
all their own, they could care
less if worn or merely left alone.

While the old friends seem to
whisper "wear me! ", and
memories of their comfort near
me, the sun, rain, and elements
not withstanding,
Stuck with me as if

understanding that we are
friends — good friends! Old
Friends—
So often when I look at newer

ones upon the rack, I feel some
shame, some guilt, of sorts
towards the old friends of my
back.
For many have come and

gone that could not stand the
fray — but these old friends of
mine had come, and having
come had meant to stay.

Bless you old shirts, Old
Friends —
My dream, my wish, stay

on
that you could — nor

even that you should —
But I do wish you would.
If not, So-long."
But all my friends are not

here today and we must pay
tribute to them while we are
assembled in this old Army bar-
racks dedicated to another war
— a war against Satan, self, and
sin. While we are marching to
another drummer, following the
orders of the greater
Commander-in-chief on whose
head, Revelation says, are many
crowns. When the roll is called,
as you heard a while ago. some
will no longer answer "here."
We have some that answer when
the roll is called, "not here,"
some answer, "here," but,there
are others, if we would but listen
faintly, we would hear them say,
up here, up here." So I'll tell

what I would like for us to do. I
want us to stand at attention in
this old Army barracks and
listen while I call their names
and listen, no one stirring or
making a sound, that we might
hear them answer, "up here."
Now some of the names I will
call are those who have gone
their ways, but while they were
here they helped us nudge the
wheel and move it on. I'd like
for you, if you would, to stand at
attention as quietly as we can
and I want to read the names of
our fallen comrades: Pauline
Flynt, Willie Albritton, Brother
Lee, Sister Lee, Willie Boone,
Ernest Neuse, Mary Kippler,
Annie Reinhart, Regina Pyles,
Mrs. Crumbie, Beulah Avery,
J.W. DeSear, Mrs. Frank
Burns, Earl Cobb, Katie Cobb,
Leona Cobb, Marvin Cobb, Sr.,
Brother Covington, Brother
Covey, Dexter Franklin, Hattie
Gray, Brother Gast, Alvin
King, Nancy Ratcliff, John
Rains, Edith Snyder, Dessie
Mae Trimble, Robert Weaver,
Warren Goldstein, Brother
Wallace, Dollie McCasto. Their
going is our loss, their gain; let
faith not wane; as we view each
name; until not a one of us re-
mains.

While we are still standing, I
want to do something else. I
want us to remember some other
comrades. The service men who
one day met in this very building
that we are in. I thought about it
when I was taking kJ:down, and
I think about it again today. I
don't know how many boys
went off in defense of our coun-
try in that war in the 40's, but

(Continued on Page 12 Column 1)
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GREAT
(Continued from Page 11)

they met in this barracks on an
Army base in Drewfield. They
were young, they were fearful;
but they were patriots, and they
deserve tribute. Now I could
call their names many, no
doubt, would answer, "over
here," for many never came
back. They went over there that
we might enjoy, that we might
have the freedom and the liberty
to worship God as we do here
this day. It is to them, and to
our fallen comrades in this war
and in the one we are yet in, I
want us to sing and I want us to
pray, and I want us to praise
God. Although we have sung
this song many a time, I want us
to stand and sing it today as a
tribute to our fallen comrades
like we have never ever sung it
before: "The Battle Hymn of
the Republic." As we sing this
song let us pray that the truth
shall be ever marching on, for
the Lord Jesus saith it is the
truth that makes men free.
Remember, the words of my
text, "The Lord hath done
great things for us; whereof
we are glad." May God Bless
you is my prayer.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Elder Hubert Sapp has
resigned as pastor of the Clear-
view Baptist Church in Maceo,
Ky. He will be working with the
Solid Rock Baptist Mission in
Central City, Ky. He will be
available to preach wherever the
Lord might lead. I consider this
brother to be a sound and able
preacher of God's Word. I urge
the churches to use this man. He
may be contacted at Rt. 1, Box
75, Beecl, Creek, Ky. 42321. Or
one can call him at
502-476-8288.

***

Notice to anyone living in the
Tampa, Florida area. Elder
Gaylord Haubert is interested in
starting a work in this area that
will take a strong stand for the
truths taught in The Baptist Ex-
aminer. If any of our readers are
interested, contact Brother
Haubert at 1808 E. 142nd.
Ave., Tampa, Fla. 33512 or call
him at 813-977-0163. Brother
Haubert is a member of our
church here, and we recommend
him as a sound man in the truths
of God's Word. This is not
meant to imply that there are
not some sound, true churches
in this area.

***

Andy Proctor is a young man
whom God has called to preach.
I feel that this young man is a
very sound and able preacher of
God's word. He is available for
preaching wherever the Lord
may open the door. He is
especially interested in pastoring
some sound church. He may be
contacted at 3805 Unique Cir-
cle, Ft. Myers, Fl. 33908, or by
phone at 813-482-3789. Some
church could be blessed by this
man's ministry.
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APPRECIATED
LETTERS

Dear Friends in Christ, Your
paper is a great help to us! We
look forward each week to
reading its faithful message. We
desire your prayers for...

Mrs. J.P. Morgan
Charleston, W. Va.

***

Dear Brother Wilson, Enclos-
ed is our monthly offering for
The Baptist Examiner. Our
prayers are with you and
Calvary Baptist Church, and
Brother Halliman. Keep up the
good work. In His love,

Bethesda Baptist Church
Odessa, Fla.

***

Please use the enclosed check
for the publication of The Bap-
tist Examiner. Wish it could be
more. Periodically, I stray away
from reading it, and then the
Lord sets me on the right path
again. However, I have never
forgotten the correct theology I
gleaned from reading the paper
and my correspondence with
Dear Brother Gilpin when I was
a relatively new Christian. The
paper was originally a gift from
another believer...

Mary and William Billings
Vilas, N.J.

***

Enclosed find an offering for
The Baptist Examiner. I pray
God will richly bless you in your
efforts to win souls for His
names sake.

Earl Hurley
Dayton, OH.

***

Dear Brother Joe, I surely
hope your hand is improving
nicely. I still enjoy your paper
and pray for Calvary Baptist
Church, The Baptist Examiner,
and the New Guinea Mission
work... I enjoy The Baptist Ex-
aminer and the truths that I
have learned from reading each
edition. Keep up the good work,
and I am enclosing a love offer-
ing for you to use as you see
best. In Christian love,

Mrs. Roy Hollowell
Rocky Mount, N.C.

***

Love and Prayers for all the
precious work of Calvary Bap-
tist Church.

The Springmans
Yerington, Nev.

Sam Wilson, the
a Dying Thief."

***
I like these conferences

because it is a chance to escape
the world.

Ken Boswell
Hagerstown, Md.
***

enjoyed
John Foor

Gladwin, Mi.the singing,

preaching and the fellowship;
meeting old friends and seeing
sound men who write in TBE.
thank the Lord for a church like
Calvary Church and
their pastor.

Baptist

Fellowshipping around the table.

Bernie Foor and his wife. Two very dear friends of the
editor, our church and work.

GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH

BIBLE CONFERENCE 7:00 P.M.

FRIDAY NIGHT

Eldon Joslin  
SATURDAY EVENING - 6:00 P.M.
Sammy West  Preaching Christ and Him Crucified

Jim Hobbs  Profiting From the Profitable Word

Doug Newell Fixed Things
Joe Wilson  True RelationshiP

Between Law and Love

Aaron West The Gift of Repentance

Don Pennington  The Christian's Role in Politics

Sam Wilson Walking With God
SATURDAY MORNING
Mike King  Where Is The Fire?
Al Lyons  Teaching To Observe The

All Things of God
Rick Perdue The Marriage of the Lamb
Willard Pyle The Resurrection of the Saints
SATURDAY AFTERNOON
Andy Proctor Stormy Sailing To Baptist BaptisM

James Crace The Mission of Christ
to the Earth and
Was It Successful

Is This The Millenium?

SUNDAY MORNING 9:30 A.M.
Dean Elzy  Why Preach The Gospel
David West  Progressive Sanctification
Ron Boswell Wresting The Scriptures
Dan Phillips  Tithing
SUNDAY AFTERNOON - 1:30 P.M.
John Lenegar  White Throne Judgment
Pete Home The Judgment Seat of Jesus Christ
Carl Barnette The Power of Prayer
This conference is scheduled for Labor Day Weekend, FridaY.

August 30th thru Sunday, September 1. The above preachers are,
scheduled as well as Elders Fred Halliman, Peter Halliman. an°
others if they are able to be here. We extend our invitation for the
readers of The Baptist Examiner to make plans to attend. We lcal
forward to a time of many great blessings from God. If we may be. °
any help to you please contact us. We are looking forward to seeing

many of you, Lord willing, at this time.
All services will be held at Grace Baptist Church, located behin.d

the Green Front Service Station on Cross Baptist Church Road In
Stanleyville, N.C. Stanleyville is just north of Winston-Salem, N.
approximately 8 miles on U.S. 52. You may contact Pastor Gen!
Kiger at (919) 768-7282 or Cletus Snyder at (919) 788-5753. There is
also a phone at the church. (919) 377-2154.

editor's

The preaching was great, the
singing was good, the fellowship
was heavenly. The special sing-
ing was very good. My impres-
sion is: the Lord smiled on us,
and poured out His blessing in
the whole conference. I hope the
Lord will continue to bless what
we felt and heard as we go back
to our homes.

Elder Dan Phillips
Bristol, Tennessee
***

Sound Bible preaching —
solidly Baptistic — outstanding
fellowship — good food — but,
more than anything, Christ
honoring emphasis.

Elder John Alber
Kountze, Texas

***

Truly a heavenly experience
as I heard each man — reach
the Word under the power of
God's Holy Spirit. Great
fellowship and spiritual food for
my soul.

Ruth P. Hall
Ironton, Ohio

***

A preacher needs preaching
as much as anyone else. A Bible
Conference is a great blessing to
a preacher for a change he is
preached to instead of just hear-
ing himself. I greatly appreciate
Calvary Baptist Church for in-
viting so many outstanding men
to preach to me.

Elder Medford Caudill
Goshen, Ind.

Medford Caudill preaches

at our Conference.

John Lenegar proclaiming

God's Word.
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