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IDOLS
by John Pruitt
Ellaville, Ga.

What is an idol? According to
Exodus 20:4, 5, an idol is
something that is worshipped
other than the true and living
God. Worship is, "extreme
devotion, and intense love or ad-
miration of any kind."
To worship an idol is to com-

mit the most serious sin that one
Can commit against God
Almighty. The first of the ten
Commandments says, "Thou
i8ha1t have no other gods
,°efore me... thou shalt not
have any graven images...

John Pruitt

,t11,0u shalt not bow down
TYself to them, nor serve
,tnetti" (Ex. 20:3-5). In Exodus

we see that idolatry led to
all sons of sin with the children

Israel. In Habakkuk 1 we
'hid that violence, iniquity,
grievance, spoiling, strife, con-
tention, and persecution against
ti,he faithful prevailed. Then in
'Ilapter 2:18 we see that it wasidolatry that stimulated the evil
Ileilrts of the people to sin.
Notice the warning given to

Israel in Leviticus 26:1, 30. "Ye
81141 make you no idols, nor
graven image, neither rear
Y"It up a standing image
'feather shall ye set up any im-

re in stone in your land, to
,614) down unto it; for Jam the

your God... I will
".estroy your high places, and
ell,- down your images, and
118t your carcases upon the
x:11'eases of your idols, and

soul shall abhor you.'
th'cl has always demanded to be
she (Me and only object of wor-
th° by His people because He is
17e,ereator and redeemer. Acts
'48 says, "In him we livearo

• ‘. move, and have our be-

may think that the peo-
b e of olden times must have
hen a mighty wicked people
eearise it seemed as though the
1Continued on Page 8 Column 4)
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JESUS WALKING ON THE SEA
by James Hobbs
McDermott, Oh.

"And in the fourth watch of
the night Jesus went unto
them, walking on the sea"
(Matt. 14:25).

This is one of the interesting
events in the life of Jesus. Many
Bible stories are told about it
and sermons are preached on
this great and miraculous (in the
eyes of men) event. There are
several lessons to be found in
this entire account. Let us take
note of some of them. (Read
verses 22-33).
The first lesson we have is one

on prayer. "And when He had
sent the multitudes away, He
went up into a mountain apart
to pray: and when the evening
was come, He was there
alone" (Vs. 23). The Bible
teaches much on prayer. and
Jesus told us as recorded in
Luke 18:1 that "...men ought
always to pray, and not to
faint." In this event, Jesus
taught us by example. He went
into the mountain apart to pray.
"But thou, when thou
prayest, enter into thy closet,
and when thou hast shut thy

MISSIONARY

door, pray to thy Father
which is in secret; and they
Father which seeth in secret
shall reward thee openly"
(Matt. 6:6). Even when others
were present as in Matthew

James Hobbs

26:36. Jesus went apart to pray.
Most of our prayers should be
just between us and our heaven-
ly Father. Jesus warns us to
"...rise and pray, lest ye enter
into temptation" (Luke 22:46).
On the other hand there is no in-
dication that the disciples were
praying,and so a storm came up.
"But the ship was now in the
midst of the sea, tossed with
waves: for the wind was con-

PREMILLENNIAL

trary" (Matt. 14:24) (vs. 24).
Anytime we are out in life not
blanketed with prayer, we can
expect a storm to arise. The only
protection from such a tempest
is Jesus Christ. "And a man
shall be as an hiding place
from the wind, and a covert
from the tempest; as rivers of
water in a dry place, as the
shadow of a great rock in a
weary land" (Isa. 32:2).
Our text tells us that Jesus

came walking on the sea. One of
the many blessings that we have
is that our Lord controls the
storms. "And they came to
Him, and awoke Him, saying,
Master, Master, we perish.
Then He arose, and rebuked
the wind and the raging of the
water: and they ceased, and
there was a calm. (Luke 8:24).
It makes no difference how bad
the storm may be that we face in
this life, our Lord can control it.
Can you not see the raging
storm but there in the midst, a
calm spot, and our Lord walk-
ing on top of the storm. He is
God. "In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was

(Continued on Page 8 Column 3)
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THE BREVITY
OF LIFE

by Raymond Waugh
Midland, Tx.

Today, all of us are in varying
degrees of good health. I say
that because if we are alive, in
the mortal body, we have a
degree of health. Yet, regardless
of how healthy we may be or
how unhealthy, if you wish, not
a one of us has the promise of
another moment in time. Not
one of us! A heart attack, a
stroke, a hemorrhage, an acci-
dent, and that which appears for
the moment, at least, to be a
mortal body with some measure
of health would come to a quick
conclusion.
Shepherds and husbandmen,

ranchers and farmers from time
immemorial have lived with the
reality of life's brevity. Each

Raymond Waugh

year they participate, in one
degree or another, in the but-
chering or the slaughtering of
many creatures of earth. This is
God's way in the earth. It was
He who slew the first animal to
(Continued on Page 3 Column 3)

A MAN DEVILISH, DEPRAVED AND DETERMINED WINE IN THE
LORD'S SUPPERby Wayne Cox

Memphis, Tenn.

"And Jesus entered and
passed through Jericho. And,
behold, there was a man nam-
ed Zaccheus, which was the
chief among the publicans,
and he was rich. And he
sought to see Jesus who he
was; and could not for the
press, because he was little of
stature. And he ran before,
and climbed up into a
sycamore tree to see him; for
he was to pass that way. And

"...the rich man also died,
and was buried; And in hell
he lift up his eyes being in
torments, and seeth Abraham
afar off, and Lazarus in his
bosom. And he cried and
said, Father Abraham, have
mercy on me, and send
Lazarus, that he may dip the
tip of his finger in water, and
cool my tongue; for I am
tormented in this flame" (Lk.
16:22-24).
This Scripture is no parable.

It is a burning, blistering,
agonizing reality, it is a true hor-
ror story. It really happened.
and similar stories happen every
day—many times a day. This
story was told by Jesus Christ
who is Truth incarnate, who

when Jesus came to the place,
he looked up, and saw him,
and said unto him, Zaccheus,
make haste, and come down;
for today I must abide at thy
house. And he made haste,
and came down, and received
him joyfully. And when they
saw it, they all murmured,
saying, That he was gone to
be guest with a man that is a
sinner. And Zaccheus stood,
and said unto the Lord;
Behold, Lord, the half of my
goods I give to the poor; and
if I have taken anything from

any man by false accusation, I
restore him fourfold. And
Jesus said unto him, This day
is salvation come to this
house, forsomuch, as he also
is a son of Abraham. For the
Son of man is come to seek
and to save that which was
lost" (Luke 19:1-10).
Someone said to me one time,

"Why do you speak on this sub-
ject dealing with man's depravi-
ty?" Well, it is a known fact
that unless men come face to
face with their own natures and

(Continued on Page 6 Column 2)

HELL IS NO JOKE
cannot lie. Jesus knows all things
about all people in all places.
The veil between us and those in
eternity cannot be pierced by
our dim vision. However, Jesus
can see through that veil. He has
pierced that veil, and tells us
here a case history of one in the
regions of the damned. Sound,
Scriptural men do not help the
cause of truth by referring, as
many of them do, to this Scrip-
ture as a parable.

Let us look at some differing
attitudes about hell. There are
many false doctrines about hell.
There is the doctrine of
Jehovah's false witnesses —
those lying prophets of Satan —
that the grave is hell. They teach
that physical death is all the hell

there is. According to their doc-
trines, one need never fear being
punished for his sins beyond the
grave — just live any way you
please — lie, steal, curse, dope,
drink, live in sex sin — anything
your depraved nature wants to
do — some day you will die, and
it will all be over. Oh, what a lie
is this doctrine! It is a lie of the
devil. Those who teach it are of
the devil, it was invented by the
devil to encourage men to live in
sin, to reject the Saviour, and to
have no fear of eternal conse-
quences. We should not allow
such serpents of hell to come in-
to our homes, neither should we
bid them God speed (II John
2:10). These apostles of deceit
(Continued on Page 2 Column I)

by Edward G. Graff
Logansport, La.

We have three reasons for
holding that wine, instead of
grape juice, should be used in
the Lord's Supper. They are as
follows:

1. Christ used wine in the in-
stitution of the Supper. In order
to ascertain this point we talked
with one well-informed con-
verted Jew and with one Jewish
Rabbi. The former is Eld.
Henry Singer. erstwhile
superintendent of the Hebrew
Christian Mission of Detroit,
Michigan. When asked on this
point, Mr. Singer replied that
the Jews of Christ's day used
fermented wine in the passover.
Mr. Singer has a tract on

"The Jewish Passover and the
Lord's Supper," and in this
tract he says: "Every Jew on the
night of the passover must have
four cups of red wine."

Reference to Proverb 23:21
will show what kind of wine
"red" wine is. The other one
consulted was Rabbi Abraham
Feinstein of Huntington, W.
Va. Mr. Feinstein, without
hesitancy, said that the Jews of
Jesus' day used fermented wine
in the Passover. And when ask-
ed if there could be any doubt of
this, he replied in the negative.
We also wrote the American
Board of Missions to the Jews of
Brooklyn, N.Y. about this mat-
ter. Our letter was answered by
J. Hoffman Cohn, general
secretary. He said: "Every Jew
knows that the Passover supper-
(Continued on Page 5 Column 4)
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HELL
(Continued from Page 1)

have slain their millions.
Beware of such.
There are those who, like the

Seventh Day Adventists, teach
that all the hell there is, is to be
burned up. They deny the eter-
nity of man as a conscious, feel-
ing person. They teach that hell
is as if a man was cast into a
burning furnace here, and his
physical life ended therein. How
long would such a hell be? A few
seconds — at most, a few
minutes, and it is all over. Here
is another lie by demon-inspired
prophets of hell. Don't worry.
Sin all you want to. Your
punishment will all be over in a
few seconds. Another doctrine,
this, that encourages men in sin
and turns them from the
Saviour.
There are those who teach the

doctrine of Purgatory — the
Roman Catholics. This doctrine
teaches that a multitude will go
to purgatory, which is just like
hell except that it is not eternal.
After a time in purgatory, which
time may be shortened by things
done by others still on earth,
those in purgatory will go to
heaven. This doctrine is a lie of
Satan. It was invented by lying
priests in order to steal money
from loved ones and relatives
left behind. See the poor parents
who have lost a child. The priest
says, "Pay me some money so
that I can say a Mass for the
child, and it will get out of
purgatory sooner.' See the
poor, needy widow who has lost
her husband. The priest offers,
for a fee, to do that which will
shorten her departed loved one's
time in purgatory. See the poor
parents and the poor widow as
they deprive themselves of need-
ed things to pay the lying priest.
Every such priest should be im-
mediately jailed and severely
punished for taking money
under false pretences. There is
no purgatory. The priest cannot
shorten one's punishment for
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You can't be religious without religion; neither can you be a Christian without Christ.

"sin. The doctrine is a lie. The
teacher of such is a liar and a
thief. Note these three false doc-
trines. The Jehovah's false
witnesses teach that there is no
punishment after death. The
Seventh Day Adventists teach
that there is only a very brief
punishment after death. The
Roman Catholics teach that, for
all who go to purgatory, there
will be a varying length of time
in purgatory before going to
heaven. Lies, all three of them.
False prophets, liars, workers
for Satan, deceivers of men's
souls are all who teach these
doctrines.
Then there are those who

teach that there will be a chance
to be saved after one has suf-
fered in hell a while. Sin all you
desire. The punishment will be
bad. But you will have another
chance to be saved after you die.
Another lie. The rich man in my
text learned that he could never
pass out of hell into God's
heaven. He learned of "a great
gulf fixed" that he could never
cross. He learned that he would

Joe Wilson

never have a second chance to
be saved.
Then there are those (would

you believe that some of them
are Sovereign Gracers? ) who
teach that, after a time in hell,
all men will be saved. I still
remember the shock I ex-
perienced when I first met one
of these heretics. He listened to
our radio program. He visited
our service. He told how much
he believed in the Doctrines of
Grace. I visited him and he told
me that all men would be finally
saved. I asked him what he
believed about some men being
elected to salvation. He replied
that some men were elected to
be saved in this life, but that all
men would be eventually saved.
Oh, what a false doctrine! And
it seemed more horrible to me
because the man who believed it
professed to believe the Doc-
trines of Grace.
Now all the above doctrines

are lies. All men who teach them
are liars and false teachers. All
who believe them believe a lie.
These doctrines, one and all,
originated with the devil. There
is no Scripture that teaches any
of these things. These doctrines
are used to encourage sin and to
influence men to reject the
Saviour. They are all very
dangerous, and should be
regarded with horror. Men who
teach and believe these doctrines
should be branded as unscrip-
tural and as a plague to society.
Men should avoid these doc-
trines, and those who teach
them, as they would avoid a
deadly poison, a rattlesnake, or
any dangerous beast.
Then there is the attitude of

unbelief about hell. Multitudes
just do not believe that there is
any such place. Many, many
preachers do not believe in hell.
Oh, that such men would leave
the ministry forthwith, and ob-
tain decent, honest employment
as sewer men, ditch-diggers or
anything other than their
hypocritical pretence of being

preachers. Likely, half or more
of the men who call themselves
preachers do not believe in a real
and eternal hell. Many of them
are in religious denominations
that do believe in hell. Such men
are dishonest liars and thieves.
Then there are many whole
denominations of religious
societies that do not believe in
hell. Jehovah's Witnesses,
Seventh Day Adventists, and
Unitarians are examples of
such.
I sometimes wonder if any

man really believes in hell when
he will joke about it, and when
he gives the matter little thought
and attention. I sometimes
wonder if any who are unsaved
really do believe in hell. I sup-
pose that some of them do, but
one wonders how a person could
really believe in hell without be-
ing greatly concerned about
escaping such a place.
There are those who joke

about hell. They speak of cer-
tain sins, of certain lusts of the
flesh — they say, "I would be
willing to go to hell for that."
Oh, when many of them do go to
hell for "that", how differently
they will then view the matter.
Many say that if they go to hell,
they will have lots of company.
Wrong! Wrong! Men must
think that hell will be a party at
which wicked men and women
will indulge their sinful lusts to
the fullest. No parties in hell.
No fun in hell. No one will ever
send a "having good time, wish
you were here" card from hell.
The terrible torments of hell Will
so isolate every sufferer that he
will be as alone as one could be.
There is an isolating effect in
pain. One in great pain cannot
be eased by the company around
him. Each one in hell will be
isolated in the intensity of his
suffering. It will be as if no one
else were there. There are many
jokes about hell. But, my friend,
I want to warn you that "hell is
no joke." Men who joke and
laugh about hell now — men
who say they are not afraid to
die — all such will sing a dif-
ferent tune, speak a different
language in hell. There is no
laughter in hell. There are no
smiles in hell. There are no jokes
in hell. The horror and agony of
the torments of hell will eternal-
ly drive all thoughts of mirth
from the hearts of those there.

Hell is a reality. The fact of
the reality of such a place should
teach us that there is nothing to
joke about with reference
thereto. Hell is not a scary story
made up by preachers to get
people to come to church. Hell is
not a "booger" story made up
by parents to frighten their
children into doing right. Hell is
a burning, blistering, agonizing
reality.

Hell is as sure and certain as
that the Bible is the Word of
God. No man can believe the
Bible and deny hell. All hell
deniers are unbelievers in and
rebels against the inspired Word
of God. The Bible speaks more
about hell than about heaven.
There is a hell as surely as there
is a heaven. The same Bible tells
of both. If we do not believe
what the Bible says about hell,
how can we and why should we
believe what it says about
heaven? There are those who
are saved by the grace of God.
There are those who die unsav-
ed, with all their sins upon
them, in rebellion against the
Lord. As surely as there must be
a heaven of blessedness for the
saved, there must be a hell of
punishment for the unsaved.
There is no reason for me to
believe that I shall one day walk
the golden streets of glory, bless-
ed beyond words to describe;

unless I believe that the unsaved
shall suffer eternally in hell.

Hell is as sure as sin. Sin is an
awful, black reality. Who would
deny it? Sin lives in our homes,
stalks our streets, invades every
area of human life. We all know
from experience and observation
the fact of sin. Sin robs God of
the glory that is His rightful
due. Sin does incalculable
damage to society and to human
lives. No right thinking man can
deny that sin deserves punish-
ment. We might as well empty
our prisons, close our courts,
fire all police officers as to deny
hell. As surely as the murderer
and rapist deserves to be put to
death, so surely does sin de-
mand punishment. No man can
face the reality of sin and its
deserts and deny eternal hell.

Hell is as sure as that God is
holy and hates sin. The supreme
attribute of God is His absolute
holiness. Holiness gives glow
and lustre to all the attributes of
our God. His mercy is holy. His

love is holy. His justice is holl.
God would plunge all the world
into the flames of eternal hell
before He would save a single
individual at the expense of IP
holiness. God's love must pro'
duce a way in which the elect
can be saved in harmony will'
His holiness, or all men must g°
to hell. Praise God, He ha'
devised a way in which He eav
be, "just and the justifier ol
him which believeth
Jesus." This God of holines5
hates sin. Hell is the necessall
result of God's holiness coming
in contact with man's sinfulnessi.
To deny the reality of hell is le
deny the holiness of God.

Hell is as sure as that Jesus
Christ is God. The God-mail
spoke often of hell. No man al
believe in the Deity • of Jesll9
Christ — believe that He is trutb,
itself — and deny the reality el
hell. To deny hell is to call Jestn
Christ a liar — oh. what a horri'
ble sin is this!

(Continued on Page 3 Column 1)

FROM THE EDITOR
"For this is the love of God, that we keep his command'

ments: and his commandments are not grievous" (I John 531'
Modern day antinomians are telling us that there is no command'
ment but love. They are telling us that love for God is the only le°
we have or need. They are telling us that love requires no laws, sell
no laws. They are telling us this in order to disparage the law
God. They tell us that when we are saved we are made to love, any
we are forever done with rules and laws.
This comes about through a misunderstanding and perversion e,f,

the Scripture, "...for ye are not under law, but under grace
(Rom. 6:14). We need to learn and remember that the same state'
ment may be true or false according to the subject under discussioa.
When we are discussing how men are saved, it is most assuredly tree
that we are not under law but under grace. No man ever has or ever
will be saved by the law. Please know that this statement is as tree
of Old Testament Saints as it is of those saved in this age. However'
when the subject under discussion is the responsibility and accotnr
tability of men, when it is the rule of life for the believer, then to ael
that we are not under law is utterly, totally, and dangerously false.
When one is enabled to come to Christ for rest, he at the salne

time submits to the yoke of Christ. He gladly submits to wear the
yoke of submission to Christ, and finds that yoke to be gladsotne'
easy and light.
Now read my text at the head of this article again. I have be°,

saved. I am now a child of God. I have the love of God shed abroae
in my heart by the Holy Spirit. Praise God for this! Am I now dooe
with the commandments of God? Do they no longer have at')

authority over me? Is love all I need? Are laws and rules forevef
done away so far as I am concerned? Certainly not. See the text'
"For this is the love of God, that we keep hi°
commandments..." How can men read texts like this (and there
are a multitude of such) and deny the true and proper relationsiliP
between love and law in the life of the child of God? To do this is t°
separate what God has forever joined together.

Is it not plain that love is the motive for obedience? Love is not,Pf
itself and by itself, the obedience God commands. Love is thsi
which motivates one to obey the laws of God. Is it not plain that 10,,,e
desires and needs laws by which it is informed as to how it can stun
itself? A child may love its parents greatly, but that does not tell tn"
child the things he is to do in order to please them. Laws are Oe
guidelines God gives to love so that love can properly express itself 
Love cannot show itself without knowing the commandments
God.
See the train running down the track? There is an energy within its

that moves it down the track, carrying its load of needs and helP
to others. But see those tracks. What purpose do they serve? Soln°
as the train has power to move it, what needeth it with those track5'
Oh, they are as necessary as is the power. They are essential to get'
ting the load to its destined destination. Now, love is the mot"fe
love is ,he power that enables one to faithfully serve the Lord. TP.
law of God is the tracks, the guidelines that tell one what to do
order to please the One he loves. See the one filled with love to GO'
He desires above all else to please the Lord. But what shall he
what are those things that would be pleasing? The law of God tell;
him how to express the love that he feels. Love is essential
motivate one to obey the law. Law is essential to guide one in the er
pression of his love.
To the one who truly loves God, the law is a blessing and nnti.s

burden. He delights in the law of God after the inward man (Rcei
7:22). The one who truly loves God finds that the law of God is 0°I
grievous to him (see my text). My text tells me that the evidence OA
one loves God is that he keeps His commandments — in fact, t"
text says that the essence of love to God is the keeping of His co°
mandments.

I cannot help but wonder at modern day Antinomians in their et
tagonism to the law of God. The Scriptures are so plain on this siPt:
ject. The salvation experience bears witness to the connection hew
ween law and love. Continuing growth in grace also witnesses to tiLi
inseparable connection between a true experience of love for 0'0
and the keeping of His commandments. I should like to receivele
my desk an explanation of my text from one who believes that P'
Ten Commandments have nothing to do with the child of God. 1V1 °Y
God bless you all.



Some peoples are content to spend a weekend with Jesus, but balk at having Him as a permanent guest.
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HELL
(Continued from Page 21

Hell is as sure and certain as
Calvary. Do we believe in
Calvary? Do we believe that
Jesus Christ died there for the
sins of all who would ever be
saved? Do we believe that God
Poured out His wrath against sin
on His own darling Son? Oh,
stand with me for awhile at the
Place called Calvary — at the
foot of the old Rugged Cross.
See the suffering of the Saviour.
Oh, see the light go out for three
hours as God deals with His Son
for the sins of all the elect. Hear
the cry from the Saviour's lips,
1̀13, God my God, why hast
thou forsaken me?" No man
can understand that cry, no man
can explain it, except he believes
in hell. It was not a phantom
suffering, it was not a small
Punishment from which Jesus
died to save us. Oh, hell is as
real, as sure, as agonizingly cer-
tain, as the sufferings of Jesus
Christ at Calvary! Hell is no
Joke- Hell is a terrible, horrible,
awful, burning, blistering,
agonizing reality.
There is fire in hell, yes, there

181 I know this is old-fashioned.
I know that many deny it. I
know that many who still
believe in eternal hell deny the
reality of fire in hell. Frankly, I
wonder at this. Frankly, I growa little suspicious of the man
:4%0 denies fire in hell. The Bi-
°le is so plain, so clear, so cer-
tain on this point. I really
wonder how any man can bow
to the authority of Holy Writ,
Properly honor the Bible, and
te,veu question the reality of real
're in hell. I consider it to be a

e°tnpromise with the teachings
°f men to deny real fire in hell.
t, Hell is an eternal reality.
'edge teachings of men will not
Put out the flames of hell, will
2ot end the torments of hell.
'entimentality will not change

or shorten the eternity of hell's
itorments. Hell is eternal. As
!°rig as God is, as long as heaven
,)18' so long will hell be. This. is,
goubtless, the most terrible
thing about hell. Of all the hor-
1,8 of hell, surely this is most
gorrible. I suppose that one
°aid endure the torments of
all in all their agonizing, ex-

ehraeiating pain if he could but
c'Pe that eventually it would all

}-Ind• See that man in the
t °sPital. He pushes a little but-
Pi. A voice asks, "What can I

for you?" "Could you give
rtile something for pain?" is the
oefPlY. Soon, a white-robed angel

Mercy comes and gives a pill
i': administers a shot. The pain

lessened for a while. Thank
'Id for this. But in hell — noPith,„ - .or pain, no shots for pain,lessening of the pain, no get-

41" used to the pain so as to be
to bear it better — eternal

ering, oh, the horror of eter-41 hell.

115411 men are sinners. All were
sinrn in sin, and all have chosen
tru A-II practice sin. One thing,e of all men, is that we are
"ners• We may sin more or lessdai.fferently than others; but11 do sin. Since this is true.
Godrn.en deserve to go to hell.
whentsunot being unfair to men
pun. L'-ie sends them to hell and
'sites them forever in itshawefht11. flames. Sin deserves hell.is the wages one earns by0040 sins, 

Salvation is the gift of
earn Hell is the deserved and
inened wages of sin. Since all
dese are sinners, since sinrvesehell, all men will go toUnless I God's saving grace
choTnes• Except God had
Predeen a people and
all stinated them to salvation,

w°nId go to hell. Except

Jesus Christ had died effectively
on the cross for the elect of God,
all men would go to hell. Except
the Holy Spirit works effectually
in the elect causing them to re-
pent and believe in Jesus Christ,
all men would go to bell. Praise
God for the intervening grace
and power of God that saves a
multitude no man can number
from the hell they richly
deserve!
There is one, and only one,

escape from hell. I might add
that, when that one works, no
other is needed. Men cannot
escape hell by not believing in it.
Men cannot escape hell by
refusing to think about it, face
the fact thereof, or be concerned
about the matter. Men cannot
escape hell by what they might
think are good works. Men can-
not escape hell by reforming
their lives. Men cannot escape
hell by being baptized and join-
ing the church. No man can
save himself from hell, and no
man can save another
therefrom.
But, praise God, I have good

news to bring ere I close this ser-
mon. I have preached a dark,
fearful, terrorizing sermon — a
gloomy sermon. But I change
my style now. I laugh, rejoice,
sing and praise God for what I
can now tell you. There is hope.
There is a way of escape from
hell. There is One — only One,
but there is One — who can save
you from eternal hell. Blessed,
blessed Jesus is the One. He is
the Son of God. In fact, He is
also God. He was born of a
virgin. He lived a sinless life, not
for Himself but for others. He
died the awful, agonizing death
of the cross. He was buried.
Three days later He rose from
the dead. He will save any man,
woman, boy or girl who will re-
pent of sins and trust Him and
His work for eternal salvation.
This message is for any who har
it. All who hear it are freely,
sincerely invited to come to the
Saviour. Anyone who wants to
be saved is invited to come. He
never has and never will turn
one away. All who come to Him
are saved with an everlasting
salvation. Why will you die?
Why will you go to hell? Turn to
the Saviour. Trust Him. Listen
to two (many could be given)
Scriptures. "Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that heareth
my word, and believeth on
him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not
come into condemnation; but
is passed from death into life"
(John 5:24). "...the blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
us from all sin" (I John 1:7).
These invitations and promises
are true. They are sincere. No
one has ever responded to them,
or any like them, without being
eternally saved.

Believer, saved one, hell is no
joke. Let us become concerned
about and interested in the
salvation of lost souls. Let us
live godly lives before them. Let
us pray much for them. Let us
witness to them the saving
gospel of Jesus Christ. I know of
no more pressing duty upon
every child of God than to im-
mediately become concerned in
and active about the salvation of
lost souls. I know of few, if any,
greater sins and failures of
God's saved people than our
failure in this.

Unbeliever, lost one, I give
you the gospel in this sermon. I
have warned you of your
danger. I have set before you the
only, but all-sufficient remedy. I
beseech you to immediately re-
pent of sin and trust Jesus
Christ as your Lord and
Saviour. I promise you, on the
authority of God's Word that, if

you will do this, you will be sav-
ed.

Believer and unbeliever, sav-
ed and unsaved, my task in this
sermon is done. I hope I have
done it well. Yours is now
begun. How will you do it? May
God bless you all.

BREVITY
(Continued from Page 1)

arrange for the covering of the
nakedness of Adam and Eve.
This should alert us to the fact
that the killing of the creatures
of earth for the feeding and the
clothing of men is in accord with
the Word and the Will of God.

For breeding purposes, a
sheep or a ewe or a buck might
be kept around for a few years.
Nevertheless, for the most part.
all of those earthly creatures are
raised for eventual slaughter.
Because of their ability to pro-
vide us with wool, sheep may
have an interim purpose for pro-
viding wool, but, when all is
said and done, they are raised
for eventual slaughter. The wise
shepherd must balance the wool
production against the eventual
loss of the animal, and, rather
than take a final loss, he must
make a decision regarding
slaughter.
The same thing, of course, is

true of the husbandmen who are
in the business of raising cattle
or some other large animals. All
who do must live with the reality
of the brevity of life. A cow or a
bull might be retained for a time
to improve milk production or to
improve the slaughter potential
of their bovine offspring. Even-
tually, however, there comes
that time when loss must be
given the primary consideration,
and slaughter ends the
creature's life.
Some ranchers might be

especially attentive to some
given horse or some specially-
chosen breeding stock of some
other sort. Or a rancher might,
on occasion, keep some favorite
animal around for sentimental
or profitable reasons for 15, J.
or even 25 years. Nonetheless.
in most instances, the life of a
horse or the life of some other
creature is limited to just a few
years even from the human
perspective.
I suppose this truth was

dramatized in a most unusual
manner just recently. You may
have heard the news. A special
two-year old out of Seattle
Slew—one of the great racing
champions of all time—died in
her stall. This horse had raced
five times, and each time she
had beaten all competition by as
many as 20 lengths. Never-
theless, the horse came down
with some sort of virus, and
within 24 hours she was dead.
Farmers, and ranchers, too, I

would suppose, plant wheat,
corn, grain of various sorts,
oats, grasses, alfalfa, and other
things that grow. Always, they
do so with the intent of a harvest
in a few months at the least or a
year or so at the most. That
which has life, and that which
produces fruit or grain to help
other creatures of earth to main-
tain life is itself cut down in
mid-life in some instances; that
is, if it has not already come to
the end of its life, as in the case
of some grains and cotton.
Herein, too. the Lord details
something of the brevity of this
mortal life. It is a truth that we
miss too often!
God speaks of the brevity of

the life of growing things in a
most interesting Word, "Con-
sider the lilies, how they
grow; they toil not, they spin
not; and yet I say unto you,

that Solomon in all of his
glory was not arrayed like one
of these. If, then, God so
clothe the grass land "lilies,"
perhaps, are little more than
"grasses"), which is today in
the field, and tomorrow is
cast into the oven; how much
more will He clothe you, 0 ye
of little faith" (Matt. 6:28-29).

Further, He said, "Except a
grain of wheat fall into the
ground and die, it abideth
alone. But if it dies, it brings
forth much fruit" (John
12:24). Understandably, Jesus
was speaking specifically of His
own future in the earth, and of
the death that He Himself
would die on the part of the
Elect, those who will in truth
believe. Nonetheless, the Word
is applicable in other directions
and with respect to our ex-
periences, as well.
I believe this truth and truly

accept it. Nevertheless, I must
confess that, in my humanity, I
had a difficult time understan-
ding the death of my brother-in-
law who was my fishing partner
on the coast for a number of
years. In my humanity, I had an
even greater difficulty in com-
prehending my sister's death.
There were moments when the
Lord and I had to "come to
grips," as it were, with Romans
8:28. Thankfully, the Lord was
"praying for me, and my faith
4

failed not." Today, I believe
that I have a greater understan-
ding of the Word than I had
ever experienced before. I
remember often some of the
discussions which we had in
which we spoke of God's
Tomorrow," the title of a song
which she delighted in singing as
only she could!
Needless to say, in my

humanity, the death of my
precious mother was a very dif-
ficult moment. Thankfully,
however, we had discussed the
possibility and even the pro-
bability at different times, and
"The Mansions" the Lord has
gone to prepare. The "Home
Going" of my beloved wife, as
one may know, literally "tore"
at my very being. Yet, we too,
had spoken of "Heavenly
Things" and "The Wonders of
God's Provision" that are ahead
for each of its who know the
Lord in saving faith. She was
especially desirous of seeing
Jesus, our Saviour, and her
mother and mine.

I am certain that until the day
when I go "Home" to be with
Jesus, I shall ever remember
how very much my beloved
delighted in speaking of God's
love. Too, I shall ever recall the
assurance with which she looked
forward to that promised
glorification of which God
speaks in, "Moreover whom he
did predestinate, them he also
called; and whom he called,
them he also justified, them
he also glorified"! More and
more as she neared that final
hour, she anticipated it with
great desire and delight.

In those days, she sometimes
would awaken me in the night,
thinking that she was "on her
way." Each time, she would tell
me how much she loved me and
how much she loved the boys.
Sometimes, she would ask that I
express her thanks to a great
number of dear folk who were
helping to make the last days a
little easier physically.

Always, she would delight as
we read the Word! Her precious
countenance would beam as
some of the precious promises of
eternal pleasure, glorification,
and opportunity were made
known by the Word! Her con-
fidence in the Word, "Now unto

Him who is able to keep you
from falling, and to present
you taultless before the
presence of His Glory with
exceeding joy," never
wavered! She knew the
Saviour's Presence! She
delighted in the prospects!
Yet, beyond any doubt,

beyond any question whatever
in my mind, in that con-
sciousness, and in that cons-
cience that God effects by His
Spirit in my spirit, I realize, I
know, I believe, and I am confi-
dent of the fact that a "grain"
which God plants "brings forth
much fruit." We see this in the
life of the Lord Jesus in par-
ticular, and in the lives of His
Apostles, and this is the truth to
which He spoke. He
demonstrated the truth to which
He spoke for He gave His life on
Calvary's Cross, dying for our
sins and for the sins of all who
believe.
As the Scriptures detail, "He

gave His Life for His sheep"!
Thus, if you know the Lord
Jesus Christ in saving faith to-
day, you are one of those for
whom He gave His life. You are
one of His sheep. In His life
upon the earth, He chose 12.
One of those betrayed Him!
Too, in the hour of His great
trial, the other 11 forsook Him.
Nevertheless, in His death and
His resurrection, He crystallized
and climaxed this truth. Truly,
He and they brought forth much
fruit!
The 11 returned in faith and

in faithfulness. In their humani-
ty they had their moments of
faithlessness. We see this in
Peter's dissimulation. We,
perhaps see this too, in Paul's
dispute with Barnabas. Still,
they were His "fruitage," if you
will. From them have come
forth the multitudes who have
believed as God has ministered
-in their hearts.

All believers of the past, along
with that great host of believers
today know the Lord in saving
faith. We are a part of that
fruitage. Because One died, we
live and have life. Because he
lives, we too, shall live, having
life eternal even now!
In the life of the Apostle Paul,

(Continued on Page 4 Column 3(

SPECIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT

Calvary Baptist Church
has a tape ministry which
appears to be a blessing to
many. We have not been
able to send out tapes for
some time due to problems
with our tape duplicator
which is in the shop again.
We have purchased new
equipment for this at a cost
of S2319. If any of our
readers would like to help
us on this, we would great-
ly appreciate such. One
brother who receives our
tapes gave us a large offer-
ing toward this, but we
have still had to add a large
amount. Our church is
very small, and this
ministry has been a bless-
ing. Send any offering for
this to our address and
mark them "For Tape
Ministry." Thank you very
much.
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A drunkard is a man who commits suicide on the installment plan.
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Should a Baptist preacher preach on the same program with an

excluded preacher?

SAM
WILSON

1490 North
Spring St.

Gladwin, Michiga
48624

PASTOR

Grace

Baptist Church

Gladwin, Michigan

Questions such as this that do
not have a direct Biblical answer
are the most difficult to answer.
There are too many unanswered
questions in this question to be
able to answer it properly. Ques-
tions such as; Was he excluded
from a true church or a false
one? What are the cir-
cumstances of this exclusion?
Has any attempt been made on
his behalf to make things right
with the church from which he
was excluded? The possibility
exists that this man was exclud-
ed without just cause. I readily
admit that the authority rests in
the church, but the church is not
incapable of making a mistake.

Let me answer the question
this way. A host pastor of a Bi-
ble Conference should not invite
an excluded preacher to preach
on the conference program
unless he knows the exclusion
was wrong or from a false
church. It could happen that the
host pastor may not know this
preacher is excluded. If an ex-
cluded preacher is not on the
program then this question is
already taken care of. Personal-
ly, I am not going to go around
and ask each preacher at a con-
ference if he is excluded. I do
not feel this is the job of the host
pastor either. I feel that I could
preach on a program with an ex-
cluded preacher without com-
promising what I believe.
Maybe this preacher needs
preaching to. I think the idea of
not preaching with this one or
that one has become much too
popular. Paul preached in the
synogogues with a lot of false
teachers.
To answer the question

diplomatically; do as your cons-
cience leads you. If it bothers
you, then don't preach; if it does
not bother you, may the Lord
give you great liberty. There are
things in The Bible that are a
matter on one's conscience. May
God bless you all.

OSCAR MINK
1217 Dillon Dr.,
T-exarkana, Tex

75501

PASTOR
Sovereign Grace

Missionary
Baptist Church
Texarkana, lex.

75501
One thing, probably more

than any other, which has
strained the fellowship of Bap-
tist churches is a failure to
recognize or honor the discipline
of sister churches. As long as
this shameful neglect persists,
,New Testament churches shall
have their disciplinary power
undermined if not negated
altogether. Churches who take
into their membership a person
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who has been scripturally ex-
cluded make a mockery of the
action of the excluding church,
and make their own credibility
suspect.
We need to remember that

God honors every scriptural ac-
tion of His churches, (and what
God honors all of His churches)
are bound to honor. Also, let us
remember the basis or ground of
discipline is always sin, either
immorality or spiritual sin; and
when a church takes into their
membership a person who has
been justifiably excluded, the
receiving church confirms the
person in their sin. God forbid!
Such unwarranted action by the
receiving church is detrimental
to the excluded person, hurtful
to the receiving church, and in-
jurious to the overall fellowship
of Baptist churches, and moreso
to the churches directly involv-
ed.
To preach on the same con-

ference program with a man
who has been properly excluded
from the membership of a sister
church would be, in the least, to
show disrespect for the ex-
cluding church. Such disrespect
cannot but help to greatly im-
pair the fellowship of the two
immediate churches, and I
would think, all churches who
are aware of the circumstances.
"And if any man obey not

our word by this epistle, note
that man, and have no com-
pany with him, that he may be
ashamed. Yet count him not
as an enemy, but admonish
him as a brother" (II Thess.
3:14-15).
The purpose of discipline is to

rescue or recover the errant, but
we cannot achieve this high end
by patronizing the guilty. Ge-
nuine love always seeks the best
for its object, and the best in
such cases is the reconcilliation
of the excluded person with the
church invoking the action. Let
us not hinder in any way, but
contribute if we can to all recon-
ciling efforts.

JAMES
HOBBS

Rt. 2, Box 182
McDermott, Ohio

45652

PASTOR
Kings Addition
Baptist Church
South Shore, Ky.

Not if he knows about it. You
have to realize that there are
times when we may not be
aware of such action being
taken. If a man has been exclud-
ed justly we have very clear in-
struction to be followed. "Now
we command you, brethren,
in the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that ye withdraw
yourselves from every
brother that walketh
disorderly, and not after the
tradition which he received of
us (II Thess. 3:6).
The purpose of discipline is to

cause the saved person to
recognize his sin and condition
before God and repent. If we do
not "withdraw ourselves" as
the Scripture tells us, then he
does not see any need of repen-
tance. They are to be treated as
if they are lost yet we are to love
them. Verse 14 of II Thess. 3

tells us to "..have no company
with him, that he may be
ashamed," Verse 15 goes on to
say however, "Yet count him
not as an enemy, but ad-
monish him as a brother."

Another thing we need to
keep in mind is that some chur-
ches have misused the practice
of discipline. Some exclude a
man just because two peoples'
personalities clash or some such
reason as that. We may have to
evaluate the reason for
discipline and see if it is just.

CLYDE T.
EVERMAN

108 Burdsall Ave
Ft. Mitchell, Ky.

41017

Deacon
Calvary

Baptist Church
Ashland, Ky.

Christ commanded His
church to, "Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, —
Teaching them to observe all
things whatsoever I have com-
manded you: and lo, I am
with you always, even unto
the end of the world. Amen
(Matt. 28:19, 20). In Mark
16:15, He said, "Go ye into all
the world and preach the
gospel to every creature."
When a church sends out a
preacher to preach the Word, it
is to that extent carrying out this
command. In I Peter 3:15 we
are told to, "be ready always to
give an answer —. Jude 3 tells
us to "earnestly contend for
the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints."
We, as servants of Christ, are

to carry out these commands
regardless of who may be on the
program. Paul did not let the
philosophers of the Epicureans
and of the Stoiks, prevent him
from preaching, "—unto them
Jesus, and the resurrection
(Acts 17:18) on Mars' hill. The
fact that the Jews taught the
keeping of the law for salvation
did not keep Paul from
preaching in their synagogues,
"—they came to Thessalonia,
where was a synagogue of the
Jews: And Paul, as his man-
ner was, went in unto them,
and three sabbath days
reasoned with them out of the
scripture" (Acts 17: 1, 2).
God will take care of that one

which has been excluded, for we
are told, "But them that are
without God judgeth,
Therefore put away from -
among yourselves that wicked
person" (I Cor. 5:13). When a
church obeys this command by
withdrawing from such a one,
sister churches commit a great
sin by using that one in their ser-
vices. They may find themselves
judged along with the excluded
one.

BREVITY
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we can see something of the
reality both concerning the
brevity of life and concerning
the fact that "Except a grain of
wheat fall into the ground and
die, it abideth alone. But if it
die, it brings forth much

fruit." Across the centuries, the
life, and the testimony of this
Apostle, as well as the lives and
the testimonies of the other
Apostles, have been influential
in the lives of a great multitude.

Paul knew that he could die
for no man and effect eternal
life, but He knew of One who
had died who could effect salva-
tion eternal. He gave his life to
testify of this truth. We, today,
know that we cannot die for
anyone and thereby effect life
eternal for them, but we know
the One who was without sin
and who could "bear our sins
in His body on the tree.
Hence, if we know the Lord
Jesus Christ in saving faith, and
if we testify concerning His
faithfulness, then in our plan-
ting there is a testimony that will
endure so long as time shall last.

I think of a man by the name
of Spurgeon. How many, many
lives he influences even today.
Often of course, he does this
through the ministries of men
who love the Word and who
walk very closely with the Lord
Jesus Christ.

I think, also, of a dear
Brother by the name of John R.
Gilpin, Sr. He never became
world-famous, for his
faithfulness to the Word of God
caused him to have many
enemies. In contrast to a great
host of the religious leaders of
this century. — many of whom
are abject enemies of the Lord
Jesus Christ and of His Chur-
ches, as well — Brother Gilpin
lived in the consciousness of the
truth, "Whosoever, therefore,
will be a friend of the world is
the enemy of God."

His approach to life, to living.
and to ministry, nonetheless,
was much as that of the Apostle
Paul's and as that of
Spurgeon's. That is, he gave his
life believing in the Word of
God. He gave his life believing
the Word of God. He gave his
life believing in the Lord Jesus
Christ. He gave his life serving
the Lord Jesus Christ. He
ministered faithfully and
zealously in a local New Testa-
ment Church. Consequently,
there are many today who are a
testimony for the Lord and who
have a testimony for the Lord
Jesus Christ because of Brother
Gilpin's testimony.

Not many of us have ever
made much of "a splash," as it
were, in the world in which we
live. It is quite probable that we
never will. Nevertheless, that
with which we are dealing is not
the capability of men, Rather,
we are speaking of the capability
and power of God and of His
Christ.

This simply means that our
lives can count for the Lord
Jesus Christ in time. It matters
not who we are or what we are.
If we know the. Lord Jesus
Christ in saving faith, then we
cars live our lives so that they
will benefit all whom we know.
Too. our testimony can be such
that many will be influenced by
what we do, even though we
may have gone on to glory!

The life of Stephen was a
very, very brief one, and his
ministry could not have extend-
ed much more than a year
beyond the death, burial, resur-
rection, and ascension of the
Lord Jesus Christ. Never-
theless, in the person of just one
before whom he gave his
testimony, his influence has ex-
tended even to you and to me to-
day. He was, in a very real
sense, a "nobody"; that is, he
had not made much of "a splash
in the world of his time." His
voice and the impact of his per-

son were so inconsequential that
both the leaders and the led join'
ed hands to destroy him, and
that quite ignominously with
crude rocks of the earth.
God, however, found him to

be "a grain that died," if you
will. Truly, he was "a planted
grain" that "brought forth
much fruit." This can be oto
confidence, as will. From the
perspective of the world and
most of those about us, it ma)
seem that we have no power and
no influence whatever. Yet. if
we are in the will of God, and if
we are doing the will of God.
then our lives will count for good
now and as long as time shall
last.

I ever delight in reflecting
upon John the Prophet and
John the Apostle. One was a
young man who was faithful un-
to death as a young man. The
other was faithful throughout a
very long life, and, as a very old
man, he was faithful unto death.
From the human perspective, it
may seem that one lived a vet"'
short time, and that the other
lived a very long time. In reali-
ty, the lives of both were "as a
vapor which appeared for a mo-
ment. and then was gone." The
only thing of any real impor
tance in either of their lives wag
that their faith was in the Lord
Jesus Christ.

For those of us who have
come along a little later, it is to

our benefit and to the praise of
our God that they believed the
Word of God. Too, for us, it is
good that they both proclaimed
and lived by the Word of Goa.
As another, they "fought a
good fight, finished the1.r.

course, and kept the faith.,
For them, as for the other. Go°,
had "laid up a crown 0'
righteousness." This is God'g
promise to us, also, for thig
"crown of righteousness'' is

• promised to those of us "who
love His appearing."

She reveled in its promise.
Therefore, it is not God's in-

tent that the brevity of our lives
should discourage to•
Rather, whether our lives are
short or long from the human
perspective, the only thing of
any real importance is that we
do the will of God and rejoice in
the doing. Some years ago, the
Lord laid upon my heart a truth
for which I have thanked Hilo
repeatedly across the years.
That is, He enabled me to know
that "I would rather make all
infinitesimal scratch on the

scroll of time within the will and
the purpose of Almighty God
than to move the people of earth
as its greatest leaders."

The Word of the Lord is most
explicit. First, in this connec
tion, He alerts us with the word,
"Go to now, ye that say, t°'
day, or tomorrow we will go
into such a city, and continue
there a year, and buy and sell.

,
"

and get gain; whereas Ye
know not what shall be on the
morrow. For what is yoor
life? It is even a vapor that aP
peareth for a little time, all"
then vanishes away," Then;
He provides us with the word 01
His "concern" for each of
"For that ye ought to say. 1
the Lord will, we shall live.
and do this, or that."

If we can receive this, then we

should be able to receive 015
Word, "Precious in the sigh!
of the Lord is the death of 1416
saints." Wonderfully, these g°
on to GLORY! Within Or
God's sovereign purposes.
has "planted them" in death s'

(Continued on Page 5 Column 4)

JAI

1747
Wt
F

uNedo 

18.

Toll(

Th
the
preee
IS u(

Ilbser
With
1tten t
Pla
shall
Yet 0
g!tilt
given
need
the

Gala
Plirp(

Gala'
Le

quesi

word
and i
the
Who,
ehrh
(Gal.

IvrordAaer
wh„1,
law

diver
as 

wSingi

imam
fense

resul

rend'
Gree

of al

3̀4vi(
the I;

Woul

ulfil

Peri(
eLell
the

6:14
ethui
shou

134

is Pt
N, 6
13r)s

Pi

New

8rQriS

Ti
to hc
ofm

eepti
1110ra

Vtat
t..aw

1144n

than
respi

Six I

fellChai

Clea
ittvv.

fort]

righ
hirr,



Every sin is a big one, no matter how little it looks.
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SUBMIT QUESTIONS ON ANY BIBLE SUBJECT

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER — P.O. Box 71 — ASHLAND, KENTUCKY 41105-0071

U

Explain James 2:10. When we break one commandment, are we
guilty of every commandment?

JAMES 0.
WILMOTH

4,47 Fullington Rd
'oledo, Oh. 43614

TEACHER:
Grace
Baptist
Church

Toledo, Oh.

The word commandment in
the Hebrew means precept. A
Precept in law means that which
Is committed to one to be
observed. We are then dealing
With the law of God. The state-

nt of James 2:10 is self ex-
Pilanatory. "For whosoever
Snail keep the whole law, and
Yet offend in one point, He is
gu. ilty of all." The law was
given to instruct us as to our
ueed of Christ (Gal. 3:24). In
the letter to the Church at
Galatia. Paul outlines the
Purpose and use of the law, see
valatians 3:19-23.
Let's examine the verse in

question as to definitions. The
Word whosoever means whoever
and is used in reference to he in

latter part of this verse.
,whoever is under the law,
Lhrist is of no effect to him.
(Gal. 5:4). Shall is an emphatic
word and is used with keep.
(LeeP means to observe. The

l'uole law refers to the complete
given. There are many

uwerse laws given in the Word
as well as the major command-
erlts. To 'offend refers to an of-

!rise (sin). The sin may be in a
81ngle (one point) law. The
,r,esult will always be the same
he is guilty of all." The

rrendering of this phrase in the
'reek is: "he has become guilty

all."
s When Christ becomes our
ttal vtour, there is no need to keep
f e law for our salvation. Christ
41filled the law for us, not as we
11°111d have done, in an im-
ePerfect way; but perfectly. We
ttain then say we are not under

law, but under grace (Rom.
e'441. We can still observe the
L'ulmandments, and well we
si;a5uld; not to obtain salvation.
tit to be faithful and obedient.

DAN
k• tPHILLIPS
6' Box 611A
ris101, Tenn
37620

NePASTOR:
B5 Testament
ii'POst Churchr15101, Tenn.

t,,The Ten Commandments are
of L5e distinguished from the law
,7 'loses. The law of Moses, ex--eking the moral law incor-
lik'rated, was binding upon the
eraelites only. However, the

of God is binding upon all
kind. The first four com-rgiandments concern human

sesPonsibility to God, the last
fetich ruan's relationship with his

man. Scripture makes
I ear the function of the moral
e4hvy' As the expression of the
f araeter and will of God, it sets
r?rtth the only standard of
111"teousness acceptable to

tul• But man is without power

to conform to this perfect stan-
dard. The law makes man
aware of his sinfulness and con-
dems him as unrighteous. It
removes any hope of salvation
through man's own
righteousness. This brings him
to the place where he will cast
himself upon the grace of God
that he might trust only in the
righteousness and merit of the
atoning work of our precious
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Yes my friend, as James says,
when you break one command-
ment you are guilty of breaking
them all. The commandments
are like a chain. When one link
is broken, the whole chain is
broken, and is of no value. This
is why man can not be saved by
keeping the Law. Because of his
depraved condition, he is unable
to keep the Law. He can not
keep even one of the Command-
ments perfectly, much less all of
them. Romans 8:2 says, "For
the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me
free from the law of sin and
death." So Christians are free
from the condemnation of the
law since the righteousness of
Him who kept the law perfectly
and who vicariously paid the
penalty for the transgression of
the law on the part of His people
has been imputed to them.
Therefore, the believer is not on-
ly declared righteous by God but
is renewed in righteousness and
is progressively sanctified as the
Holy Spirit applies the Word in
his life. The goal of the Chris-
tian is conformity to the moral
image of God as manifested to
man by the Incarnate Son of
God. Therefore, the Christian is
under obligation to keep the
moral law, not as a condition of
salvation, but that he might
become more and more like his
Father in heaven. I hope this
answers the question.

DAVID S.
WEST

Rt. 1, Box 271,
Cross, SC
29436

PASTOR:
Landmark
Missionary
Baptist
Church

N.Charleston, S.C.

The law of God is a unit. The
Ten Commandments are a com-
bination of laws bound into one
group. If I have a chain with a
hundred links and one link is
broken then I have a broken
chain. The same is true with the
law of God. When you break
one of the Ten Commandments
then you are guilty of breaking
the law of God. The law is close-
ly knit together.
The law says thou shalt not

covet. Suppose a man covets his
neighbor's wife which the law
said not to do. Why would a
man do such? Is he not guilty of
lust? If he lusts after his
neighbor's wife, Jesus said that
he hath committed adultery
with her already in his heart. If
he takes her then he is guilty of
stealing. The same thing would
be true of a woman if she
coveted her neighbor's husband.
The law is so closely knit
together that one guilty of one
commandment would be guilty
of others.

Man is a depraved being. He
comes into this world sinning.
He is a sinner by nature. The
law is against him and he is
against the law. Then men, all
mankind I mean, are sinners by
practice, and being sinners by
practice. they are lawbreakers.
The law is the transcript of

the holy and righteous nature of
God. When one breaks the law
of God he or she is guilty of sin-
ning against the nature of God.
And one who sins against the
nature of God is adverse to the
law of God and therefore to God
himself.
What if one breaks one of the

Ten Commandments and does
not break the other nine? He is
still a law breaker, and he or she
has sinned against God. In
essence, the whole law is
broken. If one has sinned
against God, then that one is
deserving of death. The only
way that such as one can be
freed from that guilt is to come
to the sinless Son of God who
fulfilled the law perfectly. Christ
took the place of the guilty sin-
ner. He paid the debt in full.
Christ paid all that I owe. I
stood guilty before God, and
Christ came and took my place.
He died in my stead, and now I
am free from the law of sin and
death. (Rom. 8:2). When one is
saved by the marvelous, mat-
chless grace of God and His
Son, such an one is freed from
sin. That is its penalty, guilt and
power.

JAMES A.
CRACE

1862 St. John's Rd.
Ludlow, Ky

41016

PASTOR
Bethel
Baptist
Church

Ludlow, Ky.

To be considered a law
breaker you need not break
every law. The breaking of only
one law makes you guilty, and
you become a law breaker. Sin is
transgression of the law. Break
one law and you are a sinner.
The passage in which we find

the verse in question is speaking
of the sin of partiality (showing
respect of one person over
another because of their
material wealth or social stan-
ding). The Apostle points out
that this is a sin, no matter how
insignificant one may consider
it; a transgression of the royal
law. (verse 8). NO matter how
you may boast of your
righteousness, your works are
sinful. "Ye commit sin." (verse
9).

Older versions of the Scrip-
ture translates verse ten as
follows, "Whosoever shall
have kept whole law, and yet
shall have offended in one is
become guilty of all." If you
have offended in only this one
point (concerning partiality) you
are guilty of all."
The law is like a golden chain

whose completeness is broken if
you break one link. God is holy
and perfect in all His ways. He
requires perfect, not partial obe-
dience. We are not at liberty to
choose what laws we shall keep
and what ones we shall break.
No one can keep the law to

the letter. Therefore God has
concluded all under sin.
Romans 3:23 says, "For all
have sinned and come short
of the glory of God." You may
ask... "How then can man be
just with God?" The answer is,
only through the blood of Jesus
Christ.

BREVITY
(Continued from Page 41

good grain"! Consequently,
their testimonies live on to the
spiritual benefit of those of us
who remain awhile longer in the
flesh. Our mortality continues,
but we are raised to new heights
spiritually.
From the human perspective,

it is not possible to understand
such truths. Thankfully,
however, and with all praise to
God, we have the Holy Spirit of
God. As God so plainly shows,
"Now, we have received, not
the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit who is of God; that we
might know the things that
are freely given to us of God;
which things also we speak,
not in the words which man's
wisdom teacheth, but which
the Holy Spirit teacheth; com-
paring spiritual things with
spiritual."
In His matchless grace and by

His Holy Sirit, God blesses our
hearts and our minds with.
"Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the
things which God hath
prepared for them that love
Him." We learn that He has
"revealed them unto us by
His Spirit, who searches all
things; yea, the deep things of
God." Herein we see God's
ministry to us by His Apostles.
Their testimonies along with the
testimonies of many who have
lived since that day enable us to
know that God has His
sovereign purpose, and it is a
holy purpose. in THE BREVI-
TY OF LIFE even of those who
are His elect from everlasting.
From the human perspective,

and because we are mortal,
perhaps, we weep that loved
ones are no longer among us.
Thankfully, we can know that
their "lot" is the better. One,
with wisdom from on high,
declared unequivocally, "I am
in a strait betwixt two, having
a desire to depart, and to be
with Christ; which is far bet-
ter." Truly. we "sorrow not as
others who have no hope."
Rather, we rejoice, and then we
rejoice again, "The Lord
Himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God; and
the dead in Christ shall rise
first; then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the
clouds, and meet the Lord in
the air."
Our confidence lies in the

glory of the assurance that "to
be absent from the body is to
be present with the Lord."
Ever and forever, if you will,
"present with the Lord." In our
humanity, we sometimes find a
"contentment" with our fleshly
existence. Yet, as my beloved so
wonderfully assured me on
several occasions, the future is
far better. "As we have borne
the image of the earthly, we
shall also bear the image of
the heavenly."

WINE
(Continued from Page 1)

must be celebrated by the drink-
ing of real wine, and not
unfermented grape juice... You

will find all this fully cor-
roborated if you will consult the
Jewish encyclopedia, which is
the most dependable and
authoritative on all matters
Jewish."
Now there is absolutely no

satisfactory reason for assuming
that Christ broke with Jewish
usage on this point and used
grape juice in the farewell
Passover. Some arrive at this
conclusion by reasoning in a cir-
cle. This deprives the conclusion
of any force. Also the conclusion
is false because the premise that
all drinking of wine is essentially
wrong is false. This is assumed
in the face of the fact that Christ
turned the water into wine at the
wedding in Cana. The remarks
of the ruler of the feast prove
that this was real wine and not
just grape juice. This is assumed
also in the face of the fact that
just before His death Christ
drank "vinegar" (Mark 15:36;
Matt. 27:48; John 19:28-30),
which according to Thayer,
Broadus, Hovey and W. N.
Clarke (the latter three being
writers in "An American Com-
mentary on the New Testament)
was the sour wine that the
soldiers drank. Also, we find
Paul exhorting Timothy to take
wine as a medicine (I Timothy
5:23). And it was only the ex-
cessive use of wine that was for-
bidden to bishops and deacons
(I Timothy 2:38; Titus 1:7).

In John 2:9-10, the governor
of the feast said: "...Every man
at the beginning doth set
forth good wine; and when
men have well drunk, then
that which is worse: but thou
hast kept the good wine until
now." Here the reference is
clearly to the fact that after men
had drunk freely of the good
wine, they would not so easily
detect the difference, owing to
the effect of the wine. Grape
juice does not stimulate and
would make no sense used in
this connection.
Dr. John A. Broadus, who is

generally regarded as one of the
world's greatest Greek scholars,
takes the position that it was
wine and not grape juice. In
fact, no one, so far as my infor-
mation extends, ever questioned
the fact that it was wine until re-
cent years.

Peloubet's Bible Dictionary
says: "It has been disputed
whether Hebrew wine was
fermented: but the impression
produced on the mind by a
general review of the above
notices is that Hebrew words in-
dicating wine refer to
fermented, intoxicating wine."
Again: "A great attempt has
been made to prove that the
wine drunk at the Lord's Supper
was unfermented, by and for the
sake of temperance workers of
our day and nation. Such at-
tempts are apt to do more harm
than good among those familiar
with eastern customs today, or
the history of those nations. But
the Apostle Paul has stated the
case for total abstinence in
Romans 6:14 in such a way that
it does not need the treacherous
aid of doubtful exegesis for its
support."

2. The church at Corinth used
wine and received no correction
from the Apostle Paul in this
matter. We know that the
church at Corinth used wine
because, through abuse of the
supper, some became drunk (I
Cor. 11:21). A Greek lexicon
will show that the Greek word
here means exactly what we
commonly understand from the

(Continued on Page 6 Column 1)
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QUESTION:
Testament book
ten to a lady?
ANSWER: — Second John,

as is shown by verse 1. "The
elder unto the elect lady and
her children, whom I love in
the truth;..."

— What New
is a letter writ-

WINE
(Continued from Page 5)

English term "drunken." Other
cases of the use of the same
Greek word (methuei) will be
found in Matthew 24:49; Acts
2:15; I Thessalonians 5:7, con-
cerning the word in I Corin-
thians 11:21 we read from An
American (Baptist) Commen-
tary on the New Testament:
"The word itself means drunk
and nothing softer. The passage
is conclusive as to the wine used
by them at the Lord's Supper."
Now the fact that under such
circumstances the Apostle Paul
did not prohibit the use of wine
is a very strong or even valid
one, but in this case it is strik-
ingly both. Surely, if it had been
improper to use wine in the
Lord's Supper,the apostle would
have said so, since some had
done such an unseemly and
vicious thing as to get drunk on
the wine.

It is said today that it ought
not to be used because it puts
temptation before the weak.
Was not Paul as much concern-
ed for the weak as these are? We
know from his writing that he
was supremely concerned for the
weak. Then he must have had
some conscientious scruple that
prevented his forbidding the use
of wine! Marcus Dods says:
"Although the wine of holy com-
munion had been so badly abus-
ed, Paul does not prohibit its use
in the ordinance. His modera-
tion and wisdom have not, in
this respect, been universally
followed. On infinitely less occa-
sions alterations have been in-
troduced into the administration
of the ordinance with a view to
preventing its abuse by reclaim-
ed drunkards, and on still a
slighter pretext, a more sweep-
ing alteration was introduced
many centuries ago by the
church of Rome."
Now, in the face of Paul's

failure to forbid the use of wine
in the Lord's Supper, in the light
of the fact that some of the
members of the church were
drunken at the time when the
supper was supposed to be
celebrated, what shall we say of
those today who oppose the use
of wine in the Lord's Supper
through fear of injuring the
weak? Their argument sounds
very much like the argument
against immersion for baptism
on the ground that it is indecent
or dangerous.

3. The symbolism of the sup-
per demands wine. On this point
we find some very curious
reasonsing of the part of some in
insisting on grape juice for this
same reason. We find a Seventh
Da), Adventist paper thus con-
tending. Also a Sunday School
paper for young people publish-
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Buried seeds will grow, but buried talents, never.
ed somewhere in the north. And
this is the contention of one con-
verted Jewish Rabbi to whom
we wrote. But that this conten-
tion is false, that grape juice
does naturally contain leaven (a
type of sin and evil) ought to be
apparent to any one upon a mo-
ment's reflection. If grape juice
did not contain leaven it would
not ferment. In answer to our
query concerning this matter,
Frederic J. Haskin, Director of
Information Bureau at
Washington, D.C., gave the
following significant reply:
"The Bureau of Plant in-

dustry of the U.S. Dept. of
Agriculture says that grapes
naturally contain leavening
agents and that this is present in
the juice." Does the Bureau of
Plant Industry know what it is
talking about? We invite proof
to the contrary. Then comes the
question as to what becomes of
the leaven in the process of
fermentation. In answer to this,
Mr. Haskin continues: "The
leaven is used up in the process
of fermentation so that the
finished product or wine does
not contain any."

Therefore, we may contend
that it takes fermented wine to
match unleavened bread, and
that the former is as essential as
the latter. The fruit of the vine
that properly represents the
sinless blood of Christ must not
have any leaven in it. Therefore,
wine should be used.
But someone asks what to do

about the vows that many have
made when young never to
touch any intoxicants. We reply
that Scriptural consistency and
the proper commemoration of
the Lord's death should come
before a pledge or anything else.
It is better to break a pledge
than to fail to properly keep this
memorial. God does not hold
any one responsible for the
keeping of a pledge that hinders
him in properly honoring
Christ. Stick to your pledge in
general, for it is a good one; but
do not let it come between you
and the Bible's teaching regar-
ding observance of the Lord's
Supper.

Professor A.T. Robertson of
the Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, of
worldwide reputation as a
scholar, said in a letter under
the date of September 17, 1927:
"I know no reason in the

world why the wine mentioned
in the New Testament was not
real wine. The Jews used it
diluted with water (one-third
wine, two-thirds water)."
The writer is a prohibitionist;

always has been and always will
be. But he will not let that fact
so prejudice him as to blind him
to Scriptural facts and cause
him to evade those facts. Pro-
hibition does not need this in its
defense. It is today a social
necessity because of the abuse
that has been made of alcoholic
drinks. And had alcoholic
drinks always been confined to
wine, prohibition would pro-
bably never have been
necessary. However, the writer
is a total abstainer from all
alcoholic drinks except for
sacred or medical purposes.

MAN
(Continued from Page 11

are made to see that they are sin-
ners in God's sight, that they are
wholly incapable and incompe-
tent to save themselves, then
they will look away from Him
who is the Saviour. As long as a
man entertains the vaguest idea
or hope that there is something
good in him, then, just that

long, he won't be saved, because
he will not trust his all to the on-
ly One who is able to save-Jesus.
People talk about repentance,

but the average man knows
nothing about repentance; for
repentance, like faith, is a gift
from God; and it is given to men
through the hearing of the
Gospel and by the Spirit o God.
But the direction of repentance
— if there be such a thing as
direction — is from dead works.
In Hebrews 6:1, the Apostle
Paul points out that in order for
a man to be saved, he must re-
pent from dead works.
Now the only kind of a man

who has dead works is a dead
man. A living man cannot pro-
duce dead works. He may not
provide any kind of works at all,
but he cannot produce dead
works. This is a Biblical fact
that cannot be successfully
denied. A spiritually dead man
cannot please God; he cannot do
anything to help himself, for he
produces dead works. As long as
a man entertains in his heart the
slightest hope that he can pull
himself up by his own boot
straps and make himself accep-
table in the Beloved, he will
never be saved. It is Christ who
makes us acceptable in the
Beloved, and not we ourselves:
"To the praise of the glory of
his grace, wherein he hath
made us accepted in the
beloved" (Eph. 1:6).
You might call the message by

another name if you desire. You
may call it an "Old Fashioned
Biblical Conversion," but I
prefer to call it "A Devilish,
Depraved and Determined
Man." Zaccheus was a
publican, and a publican was a
man who sold out his country.
He was a tax collector; he col-
lected for the Romans, who had
subjugated Palestine. He was a
collaborator with the Romans
against his country. He was a
man who desired to "get
somewhere." The poverty, sor-
row and misery to which his
people had been subjected was
of no concern to Zaccheus; he
was determined to get rich, and
his was a profession that would
make a man rich in a hurry.
Now he didn't rob and steal

from his people in order to
become a devilish, depraved
man. Men do not have to do
anything to be devilish and
depraved. The only thing you or
I have to do in order to be both
is to be born into the world. We
are both by nature. He was ac-
ting like a devil because inward-
ly he was a devil; not the devil,
but he was acting like a devil
because he was one of the
devil's. Men do not commit the
gross sins they do in order to
become sinners, but they do
those things as the manifestation
of their natures. They are sin-
ners by nature; they do what
they do because of what they
are.

I say without fear of con-
tradiction, although people
don't like to hear it for it is an
obnoxious doctrine to the carnal
mind; but I tell you that every
person outside of the Lord Jesus
Christ is a devilish and depraved
man. Everyone outside of Jesus
is lost — not going to be lost, but
he is already lost. This fact is
presented in John 3:18, and also
in II Cor. 4:3: "If our gospel
be hid, it is hid to them which
are lost."

Jesus said in John 3:18, "He
that believeth on him is not
condemned: but he that
believeth not is condemned
already, because he hath not
believed in the name of the
only begotten Son of God.

Jesus said that the unbeliever
is already lost and condemned
— not going to be, but is already

lost. We, therefore, are drawn to
the specific conclusion that peo-
ple outside of Jesus are lost and
are the children of the devil.
Perhaps one of the doctrines

that has caused more confusion
than any other doctrine advanc-
ed in the last fifty years is the
doctrine of "Fatherhood of
God and the Brotherhood of
Man." The proponents of this
hellish doctrine say that all peo-
ple are the children of God.
Now, beloved, that isn't so.

There isn't a word of truth in the
first word of that statement. All
men are the handiwork of God,
to be sure, and we are all the
creation of God; but He is not
the spiritual Father of those who
are lost. He is only the Father of
those who have experienced the
birth of the Spirit which is from
above — the New Birth. We are
by birth and adoption transfer-
red into the family of God.
Everyone outside of the Lord
Jesus Christ is lost.
You wonder why men go to

Hell. They go there because
they want to go there. I mean by
that, those who are unsaved
have no desire for heavenly, im-
mortal glory; for their affection
cannot be set upon things above
when they themselves, are from
beneath.

I say this in all kindness and
not in order to offend —
although I am not an apologetic
preacher, and I never make
apologies for the Word of God;
but I say this in order that you
might realize your position in
the sight of God. If you are
without Christ, you are lost
already.
In John 8:34 and also in John

8:44, Jesus said to that great
religious group, the religious
Pharisees, "Ye are of your
father the devil, and the lusts
of your father ye will do."
Jesus said they were of their
father, the devil. They were very
religious, but religion will not
get you to heaven. It is like a
baby, with a ten-pound weight
hung around its neck, cast into
the river and told to swim out. It
is that which condemns men's
souls. The only religion — if you
can call it that — which will
save is the religion of the Lord
Jesus Christ — though I don't
like to associate the word
"religion" with Christ.
Romans 9:8 tells us that

"They which are the children
of the flesh, these are not the
children of God; but the
children of the promise are
counted for the seed."
In Matthew 13:38, when

Jesus spake the parable of the
tares and the wheat — and I
might just pause here long
enough to point out that the
word "tares" comes from the
word Zizanion, and it means
that which looks just exactly like
the wheat; in fact, unless you
are well acquainted with wheat
there can be no distinguishing
between the two — but notice in
the parable, the angels of God
know the difference; for Jesus
said in explanation that the tares
are the children of the evil one,
and that all the wheat are the
children of the kingdom.
I heard a man say one time

that this was one of the two
bleakest doctrines this side of
Hell, the doctrine of total and
inherent depravity. I heard him
say this and cold chills ran over
my body. He was lost. A man
who will say that doesn't know
the Word of God; moreover, he
doesn't know the Author of this
,Book. The doctrine that he
despised is a doctrine that
destroys his own theology, but
nevertheless, the Bible teaches
that doctrine of depravity.

I want you to get this now:
men are depraved by nature.

We do not mean by the words
"total depravity" that men are

as bad as they can get. We mean
that the total man is depraved;
every faculty of man is deprav-
ed. I have seen many lost people

whose outward lives were as
clean as that of Christians, but
they have a depraved heart. We
do not mean that man is just as
mean as he can become, the By
ble doesn't teach that. In fact. it
teaches that evil man shall wax
worse and worse for it says in II
Timothy 3:13, "But evil MO
shall wax worse and worse,
deceiving, and being deceiv-
ed."
The Bible teaches, beyond 0

shadow of a doubt, that men are
depraved in the sight of God,
that is, in their natural state.
Not only their hearts, but froln
the top of their heads to the sole
of their feet. Isaiah 1:5, 6:
"Why should ye be stricken
anymore? ye will revolt more
and more: the whole head ifi
sick, and the whole heart IS

faint; From the sole of the

foot even unto the head there

is no soundness in it; but
wounds, and bruises and
putrifying sores: they have
not been closed, neither
bound up, neither mollified
with ointment."
This covers the whole marl;

for He said "from the top Of
your head to the sole of your
feet there is no soundness 11'
it." He said that it is rotten; it Is
rotten to the core; the whole
man has no soundness in hint.
There is nothing but putrifying
sores: they have not been closed
up, neither bound or mollified
with ointment. The balm of
Gilead has not been applied.

Jesus said in Matthew 23:25,
"Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye
make clean the outside of the
cup and the platter, but
within they are full of extor
tion and excess." Jesus said
that they make the outside of the
cup clean, but on the inside they
are filthy. He said, "You ar,
pear beautiful in the sight 01
men, but on the inside you,,
are full of dead men's bones..
A lost man is like that. He Is

depraved and needs something
besides his own strength — in"
deed, he has no strength with,
which to save himself! Davi°
knew the Lord in the free par
don and forgiveness of sins, bilt
he also knew something else: he
knew that he was depraved, fn!
he said in Psalm 51:5, "Behola;
I was shapen in iniquity; an°
in sin did my mother conceive
me." Now this was no reflectin°
upon the character of 111°
mother, but only the recognitin°
of his own condition: he WO
depraved by nature.
Adam stood as the feder0!

head of the human race aro
when he fell the whole huiraf',
race fell with him, or rather fe''
in him. Romans 3:23 says that
"All have sinned and corr.'',
short of the glory of God.
And the tense of that verb "shin'
ed" means sinned in the th,
definite past. And in the firs;
part of Romans 5:12 we locate°
the time. It was in Adam. Will
Adam transgressed against GO'
He immediately imputed thst
sin to all Adam's posterity, thot
is, the whole human race. 11,1
sinned in Adam, and we are 0'
born with a deceitful heart'
There is nothing in the world 0°
fickle as the human heart.
Jeremiah 17:9 the wailing arIci
lamenting prophet of God 10,
this to say: "The heart
deceitful above all things,
desperately wicked: who cal
know it?" The heart is &with'
and wicked, and who can kne

(Continffisd :itl Page, 8 Colitilr-
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"In the tenth year, in the
tenth month, in the twelfth
day of the month, the word of
the Lord came unto me, say-
ing•••" There, no doubt, are
those in the world today who
wish God would speak to them
even as He spoke to Ezekiel.
Those who may have such a
desire should read the following
Passages: "God, who at sundry
times and in divers manners
sPake in time past unto the
fathers by the prophets, Rath
in these last days spoken unto
uS by his Son, whom he hath
appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the
Worlds" (Heb. 1:1, 2).
We may say, then, that those

who wish to know God's will to-
day, may do so by reading His
Word — His Word which has
been relayed to us by way of His
Son.
"Son of man, set thy face

„against Pharoah king of
L'gY131. and prophesy against
(711n, and against all Egypt.
"Peak, and say. Thus saith
the Lord God; Behold, I am
ag„ ainst thee, Pharoah king of
r'gYpt, the great dragon that
lieth in the midst of his rivers,
Which hath said, My river is
utine own, and I have made itor myself".
The king to which Ezekiel's

Prophesy is directed, was
Hopra, the king of Egypt from
S88 B.C. until 569 B.C. Hopra,
as was true of the king of Tyre,
had done many things to im-
prove his kingdom. He, in fact,
tiad been instrumental in
building canals and streams that
flowed from the Nile. These
anals and streams proved very
ueneficial as far as agriculture
Was concerned and any other
Project where water was needed.
, Pharaoh Hophra, because he
uad utilized the Nile, made the
boast that he had made the Nile.
Tills assumption by the king is
equal to a man building a house
and stating that he not only built
tile house, but that he created
eliverY thing from which the
',use was made. The truth

relative to Hophra and the Nile
was that the Nile had made him,
rather than him making the
Nile.

We can be sure that Hophra,
as Was true of the king of Tyre,
was the devil's puppet. Satan

Hophra as another means
0st setting himself against God.
t atan, by way of Hophra, was
tciYing to be like God. Hophra,
en, also forshadowed the

"east which is yet to come.
God termed Hophra the

togr.eat dragon that lieth in the
st of the rivers." The

no doubt, was the
Zueodile-the crocodile which
tias worshipped by the Egyp-
ens and which was a symbol on
gyPtians coins.

jaw 
'nut I will put hooks in thy

of and and I will cause the fish
tny rivers to stick unto thy

u ales, and I will bring thee
"t of the midst of thy

rivets, and all the fish of thy
e,ts shall stick unto thyales" (Ezek. 29:4).8_,A crocodile likes to roll and!?1
a 
sh ial n the river. King Hophraso v •hi_
' 

'iced to roll and splash in
,great wealth and influence.wk." he fish in the river, or thosetj."4° were of less importanee

Hophra, were the people of
sogYe Pt.. They, in a sense of
th_aking. swam along side of''" great crocodile (Hophra).
lb(' movement therdile Hophra I. that is, his

and splashir.,_ in his

STUDIES IN EZEKIEL
Willard Willis, Monroe, Ohio

wealth and influence, was to be
greatly hindered. The fish (his
followers) were to stick to his
scales and both he and his
followers were to be brought up
out of the river of pleasure.
wealth and influence. God vow-
ed to put hooks into his jaws and
drag him forth from the river.
We will meditate upon God's
hooks later on in this chapter.
"And I will leave thee

thrown into the wilderness,
thee and all the fish of thy
rivers: thous shalt fall upon
the open fields; thou shall not
be brought together, nor

Willard Willis
gathered: I have given thee
for meat to the beasts of the
field and to the fowls of the
heaven, And all the in-
habitants of Egypt shall know
that I am the Lord, because
they have been a staff of reed
to the house of Israel" (Ezek.
29:5, 6).
A fish taken from the water

and thrown into the wilderness
is sure to perish. It cannot sur-
vive when taken out of its
habitat. King Hophra and his
people were to find that they
were like fish out of the water.
They would not be gathered
together as fish are gathered in
the river. They. in fact, would
lie in the open field and be
"meat to the beasts of the
field and the fowls of the
heaven." They, as is stated in
verse six, were to be a "staff of
reed to the house of Israel,"
that is, an undependable nation
— a nation which could not be
relied upon. It is as stated in the
following passage: "Now,
behold, thou trustest upon
the staff of this bruised reed,
even upon Egypt, on which if
a man lean, it will go into his
hand, and pierce it: so is
Pharaoh king of Egypt unto
all that trust on him" (II Kings
18:21).
"When they took hold of

thee by thy hand, thou didst
break, and rend all their
shoulder: and when they lean-
ed upon thee, thou brakest,
and madest all their loins to
be at a stand" (Ezek. 29:7).
We learned from a previous

chapter how Zedekiah, king of
Israel, had made a league with
Egypt — a league which promis-
ed help when Babylon came
against Israel. The Egyptians
however withdrew and left
Israel to fight alone. The reed,
in other words, on which Israel
trusted, broke in their hand and
"madest all their loins
(regional of strength) to be at a
stand."
"Therefore thus saith the

Lord God; Behold,I will bring
a sword upon thee, and cut off
man and beast out of thee.
And the land of Egypt shall
be desolate and waste; and
they shall know that I am the
Lord: because he hath said,
The river is mine, and I have
made it" (Ezek. 29: 8, 9).
Let us now observe the hooks

which God promised to use in
drawing the dragon (Hophra)
from the river, that is, drag him
away from his pleasures. wealth
and influence.

The historical record reveals
the violent death which befell
Hophra. He, in fact, was
strangled by Amasis and his
followers, after his defeat at
Cyrene.
Hophra had said, "The river

is mine, and I have made it."
God, therefore, because of his
statement, caused the land to
spue out Hophra and his
cohorts. Babylon was to come
against Egypt, conquer them
and leave the country in the
same condition as land which we
call wasteland. The country was
to be depopulated, the farms not
cultivated and the cities left
uninhabited. There, in other
words, was to be complete
waste. It would become very ob-
vious after these occurrences
that God had made the river and
that the river belonged to God
rather than Pharaoh Hophra.
"Behold, therefore, I am
against thee, and against thy
rivers, and I will make the
land o Egypt utterly waste
and desolate, from the tower
of Syene even unto the border
of Ethiopia. No foot of man
shall pass through it, nor foot
of beast shall pass through it,
neither shall it be inhabited
forty years. And I will make
the land of Egypt desolate in
the midst of the countries that
are desolate, and her cities
among the cities that are laid
waste shall be desolate forty
years: and I will scatter the
Egyptians among the nations,
and will disperse them
through the countries" (Ezek.
29:10-12).

Egypt, up until the fulfillment
of God's sentence (above), had
been a very proud nation, and,
humanly speaking, she had a
right to be proud. She could be
proud because she was second
only to China in regard to being
the oldest civilization in the
world. She could also be proud
because she was the mother of
the sciences which we study to-
day. Egypt, in fact, was a pro-
minent nation even before
Babylon, Rome, Greece,
Media-Persia and all other
countries of the world, except
China, had ever been heard of.
We see then that Egypt was a
great nation. She, however, has
never gained back her status
among the nations. It is true
that she is still ancient, but she
is very poor and in dire need of
many things. This fact concurs
with verse fourteen where God
ordered that she was to be a
"base kingdom."

There is a division among
scholars as to when the forty
years of desolation befell Egypt,
and her people scattered among
the nations. It appears however
that such had its beginning
when the Babylonians captured
Egypt and carried many of her
people away. It was also the
time when those who escaped
the Babylonians were scattered
among the nations.

It will be wise if we, for a few
moments, will pause to consider
how rich Egypt was before she
fell. We, by observing her height
relative to wealth and wisdom,
will be better able to determine
the distance she has fallen. First
of all, let us ponder the wisdom
which was Egypt's before she
fell. The following passage has
much to say to its relative to the
wisdom of teh Egyptians. "And
Moses was learned in all the
wisdom of the Egyptians, and
was might) in words and in
deeds" I Acts 7:221.
The wealth of the Eg‘ptians

was revealed when Augustus
conquered Anthony. The record
shows that he pilfered the
wealth of Egypt-wealth with
which he paid all the expenses of
his army and still had millions of
dollars in gold which he took
home with him and placed in his
treasury in Rome.
The Pyramids of Egypt also

attest to the wealth of that an-
cient land. Perhaps the Jews
built the Pyramids during the
building program which they
were subjected to while being
slaves in Egypt for four hundred
years. You will recall that the
Jews made brick from material
which was supplied to them and
from material which they
gathered by themselves. You
may recall that it was the Jews
who built the cities of Raamses
and Pithom. These cities are
spoken of in the early chapters
of Exodus.
We, on the basis of the above,

can determine more fully the ex-
tent of the fall of Egypt.
"Yet thus saith the Lord

God; At the end of forty years
will I gather the Egyptians
from the people whither they
were scattered: and I will br-
ing again the captivity of
Egypt, and will cause them to
return into the land of
Pathros, into the land of their
habitation; and they shall be
there a base kingdom. It shall
be the basest of the
kingdoms; neither shall it ex-
halt itself any more above the
nations: for I will diminish
them, and they shall no more
rule over the nations. And it
shall be no more the con-
fidence of the house of Israel,
which bringeth their iniquity
to remembrance, when they
shall look after them: but they
shall know that I am the Lord
God" (Ezek. 29: 13-16).
A record of the forty years

desolation and captivity cannot
be found in the Egyptian history
books. The record of their
return from captivity is also not
recorded. These facts, however,
present no problem since the
monarchs of the ancient Near
East were very unlikely to even
admit defeat let alone preserve a
record of it.
The Egyptians, after their

defeat at the hands of the Chat-
deans, were to be restored after
forty years. They, however,
were to be restored only to that
of a base kingdom. It is obvious
that Egypt, today, is most cer-
tainly far below the grandeur
which was hers during the days
of Moses. The fact that Moses
was learned in all the ways of
Egyptians was most honorable
then, but to be learned in the
ways of the Egyptians today is
not that honorable.

Israel, according to verse six-
teen, placed confidence in
Egypt. They looked to her for
help in time of trouble. God,
however, in making Egypt a
base kingdom. caused Israel to
turn her eyes away from Egypt
to Himself. There, no doubt, are
those who would question
whether or not Egypt was
desolated, led into captivity and
restored as a base kingdom.
Those who would raise such
questions want more than God's
word through Ezekiel. They
want to observe the Egyptian
record for the same. Those,
however, who have open eyes,
don't need any more proof than
the condition that Egypt is in to-
day. It is very obvious that
Egypt is a base kingdom
whereas she, at one time, was a
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ruler over other nations (v. 16).
"And it came to pass in the

seven and twentieth year, in
the first month, in the first
day of the month, the word of
the Lord came unto me, say-
ing, Son of man,
Nebuchadrezzar king of
Babylon caused his army to
serve a great service against
Tyrus: every head was made
bald, and every shoulder was
peeled: yet had he no wages,
nor his army, for Tyrus, for
the service that he had served
against it: therefore saith the
Lord God; Behold, I will give
the land of Egypt unto,
Nebuchadrezzar king of
Babylon; and he shall take
her multitude, and take her
spoil, and take her prey; and
it shall be the wages for his ar-
my. I have given him the land
of Egypt for his labour
wherewith he served against
it, because they wrought for
me, saith the Lord God. In
that day will I cause the horn
of the house of Israel to bud
forth, and I will give thee the
opening of the mouth in the
midst of them; and they shall
know that I am the Lord"
(Ezek. 29:17-21).

Nebuchadrezzar, without
realizing it, spent many years
working for the Lord. He, in
fact, destroyed Jerusalem, the
Ammonites and the Moabites.
He proceeded to lay siege
against the city — state of Tyre
for a period of thirteen years.
Nebuchadrezzar's army, in a
sense of speaking, had worked
their fingers to the bone, or as
verse eighteen states: "every
head was made bald, and
every shoulder was peeled."
The indication here is that the
helmets on their heads and the
materials for war which they
carried on their shoulders, caus-
ed their heads to be bald and

(Continued on Page 8 Column II
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If sin were not deceitful, it would never be delightful.

EZEKIEL
(Continued from Page 71

their shoulders to be peeled.
They, however, received no
wages for all of this hard work.
There was an abundance of

wealth in Tyre, but Jerome
states that the Tyrians were able
to move their wealth out of the
city before being conquered by
Nebuchadrezzar. They, no
doubt, moved their wealth by
way of ships. The result being
that Nebuchadrezzar had work-
ed many long years and lost a lot
of men; yet he had received no
pay for his efforts.
Egypt, during the time of

Nebuchadrezzar 's conquests,
had been embroiled in war with
the Cyrenians and, as a result,
had been greatly weakened.
Nebuchadrezzar, then, after his
conquest of Tyre, moved his ar-
my against Egypt and con-
quered them with very little ef-
fort or loss of life. It is as stated
in the following passage: "And I
will kindle a fire in the houses
of the gods of Egypt" and he
shall burn them, and carry
them away captives; and he
shall array himself with the
land of Egypt, as a shepherd
putteth on his garment; and
he shall go forth from thence
in peace" (Jer. 43:12).

Nebuchadrezzar, in all of his
conquests, had only his own
honor and glory in mind. Little
did he know that God overruled
all of his efforts so as to honor
and glorify Himself. It is as
stated in the following passage:
"The king's heart is in the

hand of the Lord, as the rivers
of water: he turneth it
whithersoever he will" (Prov.
21:1).

MAN
(Continued from Page 6)

it? God knows it.
Not only is the heart wicked,

but the mind is against God.
"Because the carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it is
not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be. So
then they that are in the flesh
cannot please God" (Romans
8:7, 8).

Beloved, the carnal or lost
man is at enmity with God. He
is an enemy of God. Never talk
to me about a lost man, a man
who is depraved as I have
pointed out, never talk to me
about such a one assisting God
in any way in saving himself.

Jeremiah 13:23, "Can the
Ethiopian change his skin, or
the leopard his spots? then
may ye also do good, that are
accustomed to do evil."
I tell you, beloved, it is just as

easy for a Negro to change the
color of his skin, and a leopard
his spots as it is for a man to do
good, who is accustomed to do
evil. It just can't be done. A
man can no more save himself or
help save himself than a Negro
can change his skin, or a leopard
its spots.

Before us is a passage that
teaches that Zaccheus was a
depraved and devilish man. Not
only that, he was a determined
man. He wanted to see Jesus,
who He was, with no desire for
salvation, that being the far-
thest thing from his mind. He
closed his office and went down
into the street; for he heard that
Jesus was to pass that way. He
was a determined man, and
regardless of the cost, he was go-
ing to see who Jesus was.
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The crowd was so great he
could not see; but he was a very
ingenious fellow, so he climbed
a tree.. ."for Jesus was to pass
that way" (Luke 19:4). He look-
ed down the road. He was not
looking for salvation for the
thing that happened to him was
just as big a surprise to him s it
was to the bystanders. He
wanted to see this miracle Man
of the ages. "who he was..."
(Luke 19:3).

When Jesus got to where Zac-
cheaus was "he looked up."
Brother, Jesus came to where
Zaccheus was and looked up,
and if you are ever to be saved,
Jesus will come to where you are
and call you. The Scriptures say
that Jesus looked up and said,
"Zaccheus, make haste, and
come down; for today I must
abide at thy house" (Luke
19:5).

Then we see that Zaccheus
made haste and came down and
"received him joyfully." I tell
you there is joy in coming into
an intimate relationship with the
Master. There is joy in coming
to know Christ as personal
Saviour. Zaccheus passed from
death unto life, for he came
down and "received --him
joyfully." And what did he
say? He called Him "Lord." He
was saved for "no man can say
that Jesus is the Lord, but by
the Holy Ghost" (I Cor. 12:3).
And no man has the Holy Spirit
except he be saved.

Then notice something else.
There was a change in Zaccheus
from what he was when he
climbed the tree. What did he
say? "...half of my goods I
give to the poor; and if I have
taken anything from any man
by false accusation, I restore
him fourfold" (Luke 19:8).
That was according to law—
Deut. 22. But before he climbed
the tree he was a devilish and
depraved man, and he would
have taken money from his own
mother or anyone else; but now
there is a change. He had come
into the knowledge of Christ.
Christ had saved him and he
wants to make everything right.
He is no longer a devilish and
depraved man; he wants to
make things right. I tell you,
God's people always want to
make things right.

And Jesus said — bless His
holy name — "This day is
salvation come to this house."
I tell you, beloved, Jesus saves;
for He said, "For a son of man
is come to seek and to save
that which was lost."

Jesus came, He sought and
saved Zaccheus, and not only
that, He saved his whole family.
He said, "This day is salvation
come to this house." I believe
in household salvation; it is
demonstrated through the New
Testament. Cornelius and his
whole household were saved.
We see this throughout the New
Testament.

When the Lord saves us we
ought to desire to see our
families saved. You know, I
could never understand how a
Christian can be unconcerned
about the spiritual condition of
his family. When I was saved I
wanted to see everybody saved.
especially those of my own fami-
ly; and I witnessed to them of
Christ and His saving grace and
power.

Do you know Christ? Has He
come to where you are? Have
you come down and received
Him joyfully even as did Zac-
cheus? Has He spoken to your
heart? If so, may you receive
Him right now as your personal
Saviour. Amen.

JESUS
(Continued from Page 1)

with God, and the Word was
God" (John 1:1). "And
without controversy great is
the mystery of godliness: God
was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit..." (I
Tim. 3:16). He controls all of
creation. He can turn water into
wine (John 2:7, 8), heal the sick
(John 5:6-8), feed multitudes
with a little (John 6:9-12), raise
the dead (John 11:43), cast out
demons (Luke 8:27-33) etc. If
He can do all that He certainly
can control storms and walk on
water.
In verse 26 we see the

disciples troubled and crying out
in fear. Beloved when we are not
looking for our Lord we are
troubled or surprised and afraid
when we see Him. Jesus is com-
ing for us. We are told so plainly
in John 14:3 "And if I go and
prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you
unto myself; that where I am,
there ye may be also." We are
warned that the end is near.
"But the end of all things is at
hand: be ye therefore sober,
and watch unto prayer" (I Pet.
4:7). We are also admonished
that we should be watching for
His coming. "And now, little
children, abide in him; that,
when he shall appear, we may
have confidence, and not be
ashamed before him at his
coming" (I John 2:28). The
disciples were not in the place
that they were looking for Him
and so they were troubled and
afraid.
Even when we fear our Lord

gives us reassurance. "But
straightway Jesus spake unto
them, saying, be of good
cheer, it is I; be not afraid"
(vs. 27). Jesus is constantly tell-
ing us that we need not fear.
When He was transfigured and
the three disciples were afraid
He "...touched them, and
said, Arise, and be not afraid"
(Matt. 17:7)

Verses 28 81 29 tell us that
Peter said that if it was the Lord
to bid him to come,and he walk-
ed on the water. Brethren, it
took a lot of faith for him to step
off of the boat into a stormy sea.
How many of you reading this
article could do that? We are
told that "..,as it is written,The
just shall live by faith" (Rom.
1:17). In fact, a very important
part of our armour is our shield.
"Above all, taking the shield
of faith..." (Eph. 6:16). The
wonderful thing is that it doesn't
take much to move mountains
(see Matt. 17:20).

Alas, so many times we step
out by faith, but along the way
we let our shield (Faith) down
and falter or even fail. "But
when he saw the wind
boisterous, he was afraid; and
beginning to sink, he cried,
saying, Lord, save me" (Vs.
30). Beloved, we need to be
reminded that we must not be
overly confident in our faith.
"Wherefore let him that
thinketh he standeth take
heed lest he fall" (I Cor.
10:12). We can, like Peter, be
walking on the water and all of a
sudden we take our eyes off of
Him, and when we do we sink.
Alas, how many times we sink in
the slime and filth of this world
because we take our eyes off of
Jesus. When we take our eyes
off of Jesus our faith fails.
When Peter realized that he

was sinking he cried out for
Jesus and Jesus caught him.
"And immediately Jesus
stretched forth his hand, and
caught him, and said unto
him, 0 thou of little faith,
wherefore didst thou doubt?"

(Vs. 31). In spite of our doubts
and fears Jesus holds us.
"Nevertheless I am continual-
ly with thee: thou hast holden
me by my right hand" (Ps.
73:23). My friends, we may sink
in the slime and filth of this
world, but our Lord will not let
us die in it. Oh! he may let its go
clear to our nose but He will not
let it cover our nose. Sometimes
we may sink a long ways before
He catches us, but He always
catches us. We may think we
will suffocate, but we won't. He
won't let us. Thank God for
such a Saviour as Jesus. How
many times do we sin and sink
in our sin, doubts, and despair?
But He always saves us and br-
ings us out.
"And when they were come

into the ship, the wind
ceased" (Vs. 32). When Jesus
comes aboard there is peace.
The storm goes away. "He
maketh the storm a calm, so
that the waves thereof are
still" (Ps. 107:29).

I trust that there will be
something in this article that
will be of help to you. May our
Lord bless you.

IDOLS
(Continued from Page 1)

whole world was given over to
idolatry, and you are right. Ex-
cept for a few faithful people all
the world worshipped gods other
than the true and living God.
But as you study the history of
Israel, God's chosen people, you
find that for the most part they
too were given over to idolatry.
Of the nineteen kings that ruled
over Judah alone, over half of
them were evil in the sight of the
Lord because of idolatry, and
even Solomon before them sub-
mitted to the sin of idolatry
which caused God to divide the
nation.
Idolatry comes in many

forms. We tend to associate
idolatry with statues that you set
on a pedestal and bow down to
every time you pass by it. We
tend to think that idolatry is in
Africa, or China, or Brazil, but
the idolatry that really angers
God the most is the idolatry of
His own people. Satan has done
a great cover-up among the
Lord's people so that churches
are not aware of his devices. The
truth is that idolatry is being
practiced among God's people
just as much, or more than it
was when the children of Israel
were still in the wilderness. We
like to think of paganism as
something in the Catholic
church, and certainly it is
saturated with the wickedness of
idolatry and paganism, but the
awful truth is that the Lord's
true churches have a problem
with this abominable sin also.
Paul warned the Corinthian

church in 10:14, "...Flee from
idolatry." then in verse 20 he
tells us that in order to worship
an idol, you must offer a
sacrifice. John exhorted his peo-
ple in I John 5:21, "Little
children, keep yourselves
from idols." Now, according to
verse 20 of I Corinthians 10, the
sacrifice of idols is an offering to
demons. What a sad state of af-
fairs when God's own people are
accused of idolatry.
LET US NOTICE THE AC-

CUSATION AGAINST
THREE OF THE SEVEN
CHURCHES OF ASIA BY
OUR LORD IN REVELA-
TION 2.
Ephesus: THEY LEFT

THEIR FIRST LOVE. When a
church or individual Christian
leaves her first love they are in a
back-slidden condition to say
the least. The care and concern

for the things of God are no
longer a part of their love. That
desire to obey the Lord has fad-
ed away, and that hunger and
thirst after His righteousness
has been lost. To love Him is to
keep His commandments and
desire His fellowship. The Lord
said to His disciples in John
14:15, "if ye love me keep my
commandments." You may
ask, "what are His command-
ments?" The first, and greatest
commandment is that we love
Him with all our heart, soul.
mind, and strength; That we be
faithful to Him whom we are
espoused to marry. Some so-
called Christian religions teach
that we are already married to
Christ, but according to the
Scriptures we will not become
His bride until He comes to
receive us. Nevertheless, we are
commanded to be faithful to His
Word and faithful for in our
fellowship in Him. "this is the
love of God, that we keep his
commandments: and his com-
mandments are not
grievious" (I John 5:3). Jesus
said in Matthew 11:28, "For
yoke is easy, and my burden
is light." What a glorious thing
it would be if God's people
would return to their first love.
Smyrna: WHO SAY THEY

ARE JEWS AND ARE NOT.
Maybe we should quit trying to
get the dead to do something
that they can't do and have no
desire to do. It is true that we
are prone to rebel against His
will as Jonah did when God sent
him to preach repentance to

Nineveh, but I truly believe that
no true child of God can be con-
tent being out of the fold and
away from the flock for very
long. A sheep may wander away
from the fold but he will bleat

and bleat until he either finds
his way back, or the Master br-
ings him back. If you are not in,
dined to come back to the fold,
if there is no bleating, or if the
Holy Spirit has not caused you
to be miserable in your rebellion
toward His will, then perhaps
you are not back-slidden; maybe
you are not really a sheep.
Genesis 17:10 tells us of the
covenant that God made with
Abraham. Moses told the
children of Israel that in order to
have spiritual fellowship with
God one must be circumcised in
the heart. In
other words, they must make a
covenant with God from the
heart. Paul therefore explains in
Romans 2:25-28 that there are

many who are circumcised in
the flesh, but not in the heart,
and there are others who are not
circumcised in the flesh that are

circumcised in the heart. Now
there were three Gentile letters
written by Paul in which he

stated that a spiritual Jew could
be either a Jew or a Gentile, but
it must be a work of grace within
a person if it were to be real
salvation. Philippians 3:3; Col-

ossians 2: 10, 11; Galatians
6:15, 16. Therefore, it is heart
conviction, heart repentance,
and heart faith which brings
heart salvation, "For with the
heart man believeth unto
righteousness."
We must not think of idolatrY

as something sacred, and that
people have a right to their oiv0,
form of worship. Freedom 01
religion is a man-made decree
that God never has approved °ft
and never will. The religion 0'
idolatry is wicked and sinful t°
the core. It has always been,
something that Satan has use°
to stimulate the sinful imaginr
tion of man. It involves
everything from sexual per'
sion to human sacrifice. When
God destroyed the world with 11,
flood the Bible says that "MO

(Continued on Page 9 Column 11
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God saw that the wickedness
of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of
the thoughts of his heart was
only evil continually" (Gen.
6:5). Just because idolatry is not
being practiced in the same
manner as it was then, doesn't
mean that it no longer exists. It
has just taken a new form.
Pergamos: THEY HOLD

THE DOCTRINE OF THE
NICOLAITANS. The word
Nicolaitans" comes from two

Words; NIKAO, meaning to
conquer, and LAOS, which
means the people. The
Nicolaitan's doctrine was pure
Idolatry in itself. They were in-
filtrating some of the churches,
and teaching that they could eat
the meat that was sacrificed to.
Idols, and avoid the persecution
that was being carried out at
that time by the pagans, but
their real motive was to gain
control of these people and
thereby control what was being
taught. Can the Lord's churches
today be guilty of the sin of the
Nicolaitans? Some readers may
disagree with this statement, but
believe that it is possible for

colne of the Lord's churches to
ail into the "Nicolaitan Trap.
Why? Because the Pergamos
church was a real church of the
Lord at the time that He wrote
the letter to them in Revelation
2:12-16. If these seven churches
Written to in Revelation 2 and 3
represent the Lord's true chur-
Lches throughout all ages, and I
oelieve they do, then we must
conclude that this damnable
Perversion is present with us
7ven today. Where? Since the
Lord wrote only to true chur-
ches, it only stands to reason
that it would have to be the Bap-
tist churches. I ask you to con-
sider the Southern Baptist Con-
vention. Like a giant octopus,
not with just eight arms, but
°tally thousands of arms,
reaching into every little corn-
Z
t
onity throughout the United
ates, and in most foreign

c,ountries, with her death grip
sme has literally choked the life
°Litt of thousands, yea, tens of
toousands, of the Lord's chur-
ch, es and continues to do so. I
4'80 believe by reason of this
acriPtural logic that there re-
1/11!i0s to this day many of the

rd's churches in the Southern
,.aPtist Convention who will fall
Iv''Ietira to her grip if they do not
thakeupto what is happening to

They must flee from this
°nster before the Lord comes

ewift1Y and removes their
1:"Iestick as He evidently has
,rn so many who have remain-
61.4 part of her. No. I do not
tie  that the Southern Bap-
11:1 Convention alone is the
aiOther of fornication and
6."linations in Revelation 17,
iagt neither do I believe that she
atIlle Catholic Church alone. I

erstand that old "whore" to
tielude any and all religiousor
ganizations who seek toPe

reirvi e. rt the truth and control the
s_
u 
gious masses. Perhaps the

jost'tthern Baptist Convention is

ISrge one of the tentacles of a
Q, r monster. At any rate,
the .S people should beware of

Adanger of the times.
tal't s I have said, idolatry has

changed in the last five, or
itiloisthousand years. Only the
clip themselves have taken on
olate,r,ent forms and colors. The
hair laols may have gotten a new
ca. I Style, changed their clothes.b earned a new vocabulary,t
that 

h 
tY are the same old idols

!he httempted Eve and caused
man race to fall. Idolatry

Still based on three things:

"The lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eye, and pride of life."
The doctrine of humanism
teaches all three of these prin-
ciples as it always has
throughout history. Notice the
last verse in the book of Judges.
"In those days there was no
king in Israel: every man did
that which was right in his
own eyes" (Judges 21:25). But
Solomon said in the 16th
chapter of Proverbs, "All the
ways of a man are clean in his
own eyes; but the Lord
weigheth the spirits: (verse 2);
"A man's heart deviseth his
way: but the Lord directeth
his steps" (verse 9); "There is
a way that seemeth right unto
a man, but the end thereof are
the ways of death" (verse 25).
Time would not permit us to

consider all the aspects of
idolatry; suffice it to say that if
you don't at least have a desire
to please God in everything that
you do, then something is wrong
with your spiritual life. I realize
that none of us are going to
please God all the time; at least
not in this life but there must be
a warfare taking place in your
soul or the Holy Spirit is not
abiding in you. "...if any man
be in Christ..." That doesn't
mean that the old Adamic
nature is gone, but that there is
a new nature alongside the old
bringing the body into subjec-
tion. It means that there is a
dominating force (the Holy
Spirit), which places the desires
of the heart and mind secon-
dary, and the things of God
primary. When you get yourself
into a backslidden condition the
conviction of the Holy Spirit will
intensify and work to bring you
back in line with His will. If
these things do not fit you, then
you may not be a backslider;
you may be dead. In either case,
may the power of Almighty God
work a work in you to bring you
to Christ through His suffering
on Calvary's cross. Amen.

IS CHRISTMAS
CHRISTIANS?
For most people the question

is no question. Is Christmas
Christian? "Of course it is!"
Others feel increasingly uncom-
fortable when they look at the
revelry that takes place around
December 25.

After wrestling with the ques-
tion for several years I have
come to the conclusion that
there is nothing Christian about
Christmas; that in its present
observance as well as in its
origin, Christmas is essentially
pagan.

Its Inception. What is the
origin of Christmas? The early
Christians did not observe
Christmas at all. It was only as
the church began to drift from
apostolic doctrine and practice
that Christmas began.

Where did it come from? Its
source is in the "mysteries" of
the Babylonian pagan worship.
In the Old Testament, Babylon
was the epitome of everything
that is godless and perverse. In
the New Testament, "Babylon"
becomes Rome. The Roman
Empire embodied the pagan
beliefs and practices of ancient
Babylon.
What was to be the attitude of

those Christians to the
"Babylon" of their day? "Come
out of her, my people..."( Rev.
18:4); a call to spiritual separa-
tion. But did they heed the war-
ning? The time came when they
began to compromise and
became contaminated. The
Church, largely, became "the

Roman Catholic Church" and
its method became compromise
with paganism.
So Christmas has come to us

from ancient Babylon, through
Rome, through the Roman
Catholic Church. It was for this
very reason that in Calvin's
Geneva you could have been
punished for celebrating
Christmas. The English Parlia-
ment in 1644 forbade the obser-
vance of Christmas. The
Westminster Divines directed:
"Festival-days, vulgarly called
'Holy-days,' having no warrant
in the Word of God, are not to
be continued." When the
Puritans came to America they
passed similar laws. It was not
until the 19th Century that
Christmas had any religious
significance in Protestant chur-
ches.
What then is the history of

Christmas? It came into the
Church centuries after the New
Testament, was discarded at the
Reformation, and has only, in
this century, crept back into the
Protestant Church. What I'm
saying, then, is that the real
Christmas has always been
pagan.

Its Institutions. Take, for in-
stance, the date of Christmas,
December 25. No one knows the
time of Christ's birth. Why then
December 25? Well, at the time
of year when the days began to
lengthen again, the Babylonians
celebrated the victory of their
Sun god. The Roman copy of
this Babylonian custom was
called Saturnalia. the feast of
the birth of Sol. It was for cen-
turies an abomination to Chris-
tians. But the Church. instead
of standing firm against
paganism, began to com-
promise. It wanted to "help"
weak young Christians who
didn't want to give up the merry
making surrounding this winter
solstice. So the Church said.
"Go on with your fun. Only now
we'll call it a celebration of the
birth of the Son of God."

Then think about the name
"Christmas" itself. It is a com-
bination of "Christ" and
"mass." Christmas is the
Roman Catholic celebration of a
particular mass in honour of the
birth of Christ. What is the
significance of the mass? At its
heart the Roman Catholic mass
is a denial of the sufficiency of
Christ's atonement. The Roman
Catholic Church has many other
masses, such as
"Michaelmass," but it is their
"Christmass" that Protestants
have singled out for observance.
What could seem more

harmless than the pretty
Christmas tree? What is the
reason for it? From ancient
times trees have played an im-
portant role in pagan religion
and were even worshipped.
Norsemen, Celts and Saxons us-
ed trees to ward off witches, evil
spirits and ghosts. In Egypt the
palm tree was prominent; in
Rome it was the fir.
The "nativity scene" also is

from a pagan background.
Nearly every recorded form of
pagan worship which has
descended from Babylorijocuses
on a mother goddess and the
birth of her child. In Babylon it
was the goddess the Queen of
Heaven, and her son Tammuz,
the Sun god who was thought to
be the incarnation of the sun.
The next time you see a manger
scene on a Chrisfias card,
remember that this Jtoman
Catholic concept is borrowed
from Babylonian paganism.
And remember also that man is
forbidden to make for hiiiself
"any graven image or any
likeness of anything that is in

the heaven above, or that is in
the earth beneath..." (Exodus
20:4).
Or what about "Santa

Claus"? Can anyone seriously
deny that he represents the
"real" meaning of Christmas for
the vast majority? Apart from
his origin as a Roman Catholic
saint, what does he stand for to-
day? The idea of God that many
people have is capsuled in santa
Claus. He is busily engaged in a
nice though rather meaningless
activity most of the year. He ex-
ists somewhere up north as a
harmless, friendly old man with
a white beard. He visits his peo-
ple once a year, spending the
other 364 days in obscurity.
What about the parties and

revelries that take place at this
time of year, supposedly in con-
nection with the birth of Jesus
Christ? Why is it that intox-
icating liquor flows more freely
at this time of year than any
other? If you use the Incarna-
tion of our Lord as an excuse for
revelry and debauchery, you can
be sure that you will reap the
judgment of God.

But aren't the traditions sur-
rounding Christmas innocent
enough? Well, are they? How
does Satan most effectively
tempt us? He sets before us
things that seem "harmless,"
"innocent," "fun"; things that
"everyone else is doing."

Its Implications. How is one
to react to the "Christ-mass"
and all its traditions? As some
see it there are three options:

1. Try to "put Christ into
Christmas." But then we must
ask, "Am I to put Christ into a
pagan celebration?"
2. Try to separate Christmas

entirely from Christ: that is,
observe it as a cultural festival in
the hope that it has been
somehow purged form its
paganism. But there is a pro-
blem: society still associates
Christmas with the birth of
Christ and will assume that you
are joining in this celebration of
Christ's birth.

3. The only other alternative
is to forsake Christmas entirely.
I'm convinced this is the only
consistent course to take. I
know the objections. "No one is
completely consistent." No, of
course no one is completely con-
sistent. But that fact doesn't
relieve us from the obligation to
be as consistent as we can be; to
obey every Scriptural command
that we understand. "But isn't
that a drastic step?" Yes, it's a
very drastic step; but if we are
going to stem the tide of
paganism in our day drastic
measures are necessary. "Isn't
that a radical proposal?" Yes,
but then true Christianity is a
radical faith. "But wouldn't I be
considered fanatical if I took
such a drastic measure?" Pro-
bably; but isn't there something
wrong when our beliefs and
practice don't disturb the world.
"Wouldn't that be a very hard
thing to do?" Yes, it will be dif-
ficult to swim against the
stream. But the question is not
really, "Is it hard?" but "Is it
right?"
What then are the positive

reasons for scrapping Christmas
altogether? The first is the
reason our forefathers so
carefully avoided Christmas:
they held the Scriptures to be
the only infallible rule of faith
and practice. One confession
says "The acceptable way of
worshipping the true God is in- _
stituted by Himself. and so
limited by His own revealed will,
that He may not be worshipped
according to the imaginations
and devices of men..."
(Westminster Confession 23:1).

Jesus said to the Pharisees: "For
laying aside the commandments
of God, ye hold the traditions of
men..." (Mark 7:8).

PREACHING IN
TEXAS &

OKLAHOMA
by the Editor

It was the editor's blessed
privilege to preach the Word of
God in these two states during
the latter part of July. I left
Ashland just after the morning
service on July 14th and travel-
ed to Owensboro, Ky. I spent
the night with my son, Joe, and
took two of my grandsons with
me on the ensuing trip. Their
presence added greatly to my
enjoyment of these two weeks.
They are fine young men and I
pray that God will save them
and use them greatly to His
glory. We had a very good rela-
tionship during the trip.
A sad thing took place that

almost took something from the
trip for me. I have a dear pastor
friend who was pastoring a
church near Owensboro. I told
him I would be in town that
Sunday night, and planned to
visit his church that night. He
very kindly asked me to preach
for him. When he announced
this to his church, they im-
mediately and strongly objected
to my preaching there. They
even forced a vote on the matter
and voted that I could not
preach for them. This was
because I was one of those
awful, untouchable persons
known as a divorced and re-
married preacher. Though some
of the leading men in the church
were in the same marital situa-
tion, they were bound and deter-
mined that such a creature as I
was not fit to stand in their
pulpit. The pastor talked with
them, telling them the Bible
truth on the subject and
challenging them to produce
Scripture for their actions
which, of course, they could not
do (neither can anyone else).
The pastor, deciding that he
could not pastor such a double-
standard group, resigned the
church. This grieved me greatly.
I would have been happy to
preach for this people, but I
would also have been happy to
just attend the service and hear
my dear brother preach. I surely
did not desire to be the cause of
such a situation with such conse-
quences. Once again, this evil
and unscriptural doctrine had
produced hurtful results. I did
visit with the pastor that night,
and we had some good
fellowship. He has moved from
that field and is now serving the
Lord elsewhere. I surely do pray
that God will bless him and use
him greatly.

I left Owensboro early on
Monday morning. A friend was
traveling with us part of the way
and did most of the driving to
Texarkana, Texas. I had
thought of spending the night
there; but it was about mid
afternoon, and I decided to
travel on to my destination,
Kountze, Texas. I had about
decided that there was no such
place on the face of the earth,
but upon stopping and asking; I
learned that I was only about
thirty miles away. I arrived
there about 8:30 that night.
Kountze, Texas is a small

town about two hours north of
Houston. The church is located
(Continued on Page 10 Column 1)
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about seven miles from town,
and is about as "in the country"
as one could ever be. The
church is the Providence Baptist
Church. Brother John Alber
was the pastor of this church
when I held this meeting. He
has since resigned the church
and moved to Denver.
I stayed in the home of John

Alber during my week in Texas.
They are a very fine Christian
family and treated me right
royally. The Alber's have five
children, one of whom is in Col-
orado with grandparents. and
the other four are at home. I
greatly enjoyed the four children
at home, and their presence was
a help to my having two grand-
sons with me. I surely had very
good fellowship with John
Alber. He is a very, very sound
man. He really believes and
stands for the truths that are
taught in The Baptist Ex-
aminer. He is one of the valued
writers in this paper. We talked
much about the things of the
Lord.
The church at Kountze is a

small one as are most true chur-
ches in these dark and awful
days. I enjoyed preaching for
them very much. They were
faithful in attending the ser-
vices. The folk listened well and
responded well to the sermons I
preached. I preached the same
truths that I preach in my
church here and that I write in
The Baptist Examiner. Why
change one's preaching because
of different locations? But many
do. The messages on practical
Christianity, on evangelism,
and on Bible and Baptist doc-
trines were well received. The
whole membership of the church
received me well, and this was a
very happy week.
The church had a fellowship

on Saturday of the meeting. I
have experienced this a few
times during revival meetings,

, and highly recommend it. We
had several preachers who
preached this day. Many of
them brought some of their
members with them. I was hap-
py to meet some preachers that I
had not met before. I sincerely
hope that this will lead to a long
time of mutual spiritual profit to
us all. I hope to have long con-
tinued and close fellowship with
these brethren. It was also a joy
to see some preachers I had met
before, and have further
fellowship with them. I would
name some of these preachers,
but fear Imight forget some and
maybe offend them. We had
some great fellowship that day.
We had some very, very good
preaching from the Word of
God. These men were sound
and able preachers. The ladies
(and men) of the church provid-
ed one of the finest meals I have
ever had at a fellowship or con-
ference meeting. My com-
pliments to the chefs.
I preached three times on the

closing day of this meeting. I do
rejoice that I had the privilege of
preaching for this fine church. I
appreciate the hospitality shown
to me by the folk there. Texans
are a mighty fine people. But
then I have learned that God's
people in all parts of the country
are very fine, and are a blessing
to be around.
The church at Kountze,

Texas is now looking for a
pastor. Let us pray that God will
soon give them one, and that
God will greatly bless this fine
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church in every way. Pray also
for Elder John Alber that God
will open doors of service for
him and soon give him another
church to pastor.
The boys and I left Kountze

about 5 a.m. Monday and head-
ed toward Oklahoma. We had a
very safe and pleasant trip, ar-
riving in Tulsa earlier than we
expected. Tulsa is a favorite city
of mine. I pastored there on two
occasions, and the city and peo-
ple will long be close to my
heart. Oh, how I long to see a
strong work in Tulsa teaching
the truths that are taught in this
paper. There are several people
there who believe the truth, but
there are various situations that
seem to hinder a good and
strong work being established
there. Please pray about this
matter.
We have two members in

Tulsa, Jeannie Maddux and
Murray Tyler. They meet each
week in Sister Maddux's home
and have a service. Occasionally
they have someone to visit with
them. Oh, that God would
reward the faithful service of
these two — and He will.
Brother Tyler is a preacher of
God's Word. He is an able man
and very sound in the faith. I
preached for these and some
others who visited there Tues-
day through Thursday and on
Sunday morning. We had good
services. We felt that the Lord
was with us in each service. I
had great fellowship with these
two very fine people. We had
some who visited some of the
services; and I enjoyed their
presence very much. There are
some there who are considering
joining our church here. Maybe
this will take place and maybe
lead to a work there.
I also preached at the home of

Paul and Angie Caves on the
three aforementioned nights.
We had some others at all of
these services. The Caves are
very, very dear personal friends
of mine. They have meant much
to Me since I met them in 1972
when I first went to Tulsa to
pastor. Their son, Roland, and
his wife were present at these
services along with a few others.
These fine folk are also con-
sidering the possibility of joining
our church here. Oh, it just may
be that someday there will be a
good strong work in the great ci-
ty of Tulsa. I have been back to
Tulsa many times since I left
there as pastor. I suppose that I
shall continue doing so in the
years ahead. The place, and
some of the people, mean very
much to me.

It was my privilege to preach
for the Bowring Baptist Church
of Bowring, Oklahoma on Fri-
day, Saturday, and Sunday of
this week in Oklahoma. Brother
Dwayne Gilliland is the able
pastor of this church. The boys
and I stayed there on Friday
night and Saturay. The
Gillilands showed us such great
hospitality, and we enjoyed this
time very, very much. I have
preached for this church on
several occasions. They are a
fine group and have listened
well and have received my ser-
mons well. I praise God for
every one of them. Pray for this
brother and the church in Bowr-
ing. One could not be treated
any better than I was by Brother
Gilliland. He is a very kind and
thoughtful person. He has
pastored at Bowring for a long
time. May God richly bless the
work there,

Jeannie Maddux, the boys,
and I loaded up and left Tulsa
at 4 a.m. on Monday, July
22nd. We had a pleasant and
safe trip to Pacific, Missouri. I

stopped here to visit Roy and
Dorothy Archer. These folk are
long-time friends and supporters
of our work here. Sister Archer
is partly an invalid. Brother Ar-
cher is a sick man. But oh, how
royally did these folk receive us
into their home. I have rarely
visited a home that was more of
a blessing to me. I felt so lifted
up and exalted by the way I was
received. At the same time, I felt
so humbled that these fine peo-
ple would treat me so well. They
had prepared lunch for us. We
stayed there about two hours
before continuing our trip.
Oh, I wish I could visit in the

homes of all that multitude of
folk like the Archers who sup-
port our work here. I would like
to get acquainted with each one
of them. I am sure that I would
be greatly blessed by such, but
of course, time does not permit
this. I left the Archers with the
determination to try to do a
much better job with The Bap-
tist Examiner, even with the
totality of my work here. They
receive our tapes, and I do want
the paper and the tapes to be
more and more of a blessing to
others and to bring more glory
to God. Pray for me that God
will enable me to improve the
totality of my service for the
Lord. People such as the Ar-
chers make me greatly desire to
do this.
We travelled from Pacific to

Owensboro, Ky. where the two
grandsons received a royal
return welcome. The boys had
behaved very well. They had
manifested no homesickness,
but as we neared their home I
could tell that they were glad to
be getting home. They had been
with Grandpa for two weeks,
and really, he is not as lenient
and as nice as Momma and
Daddy. But he does love his
grandchildren. I spent that
night and part of the next day
visiting with Joe and the family.
This was a special blessing. I do
not get to see them often
anymore.

The boys were a blessing to
me on this trip. In addition they
were lots of fun. Let me tell of
two incidents among several
that added to the enjoyment of
my trip. While in Bowring we
got into the subject of kissing
girls. Steve (especially) and
Jonathan do not like girls. I tell
them they will, but they insist
that this will never happen.
These two• boys informed me
that they would not kiss a girl
for ten million dollars. I said to
Steve, "Do you know what ten
million dollars is?" He replied
to me, "Do you know what
'kiss' is?" We were telling Jean-
nie about this. She said, "Steve,
I would kiss a toad for ten
million dollars!" He replied,
"So would I, but not a girl."
Then while riding along,
Jonathan was reading in the Bi-
ble. Their Dad is having them
read the Bible through. After
reading a while, Jonathoan said
fom the back seat, "Shucks, I
just wasted my time, I already
read that chapter." Grand-
children are a blessing. and lots
of fun sometimes.

We left Owensboro and
travelled home to Ashland, ar-
riving here about 6:30 -p.m.
Jeannie came to visit with us a
few weeks. She is a very dear
friend. It was good to get home
to Katie, to Ashland, and to the
Calvary Baptist Church. It is
good to go, to meet others, to be
blessed in various ways. But it is
always extra good to get home.
May God bless those I met and
preached to on this trip. May
He be with them and use them
to His glory.

ARE YOU LIKE THESE MEN?
It is said of the learned John

Smith, "that he had resolved
very much to lay aside other
studies and to travail in the
salvation of men's souls, after
whose good he most earnestly
thirsted."
Of Alleine, the author of An

Alarm to Unconverted Sinners,
it is said that "he was infinitely
and insatiably greedy of the con-
version of souls, and to this end
he poured out his heart in pray-
ing and preaching."
Said Bunyan: "In my

preaching I could not be
satisfied unless some fruits did
appear for my work."
"I would think it a greater

happiness," said Matthew
Henry, "to gain one soul to
Christ than mountains of silver
and gold to myself. If I do not
gain souls, I shall enjoy all my
other gains with very little
satisfaction; and I would rather
beg my bread from door to door
than underrate this great
work."
Doddridge, writing to a

friend, remarked: "I long for
the conversion of souls more
sensibly than for anything
besides, Methinks I could not
only labor, but die for it with
pleasure."
Similar is the deathbed

testimony of the sainted Brown
of Haddington: "Now, after 40
years preaching of Christ, I
think I would rather beg nil
bread all the laboring days of
the week, for the opportunity of
preaching the Gospel on Sun'
day, than, without such a
privilege, to enjoy the richest
possessions of earth. Oh, labor,
labor," said he to his sons, "W
win souls for Christ."

Rutherford could assure his
flock that they were the objects
of his tears, cares, fears and dai-
ly prayers — that he labored
among them early and late; and
"my witness," said he, "15
above, that your Heaven would
be two heavens to me, and the
salvation of you as two salva.
tions to me."

Whitefield said, "the more we
do, the more we may do for
Jesus. I sleep and eat but little,
and am constantly employed
from morning till midnight; and
yet my strength is daily renew'
ed. Oh, free grace! It fires tnY
soul and makes me long to do
something for Jesus. I want
more tongues, more bodies,
more souls for the Lord Jesus-
Had I ten thousand, He should
have them all."

—Anonymous
 1r

WHY WE WORSHIP
ON SUNDAY

by Berlin Hisel
Are there any valid reasons

for our worshipping on the first
day of the week? Does it really
matter which day we hold to? Is
Sunday a day adopted by early
Christianity or is it the day or-
d-ained of God that we are to set
aside to His worship? These are
questions faced today by the
majority of Christianity. We
believe they are important ques-
tions that need to be honestly
answered especially since
Seventh Day Adventism
declares worshipping on Sunday
to be the mark of the beast. (The
Great Controversy, page 449).
We believe Sunday to be the
Lord's Day by Divine appoint-
ment for the following reasons:

1. It was the day Christ and
His disciples hallowed. In John
20:19-29, we find Jesus appear-
ing twice to His assembled
disciples. Verse 19 states that it
was on the first day of the week.
Verse 26 states that after eight
days, or the next Sunday night
following, they met again. Lest
any think they were assembled
here only for the purpose of
hiding from the authorities and
not for the purpose of worship,
let him look up the etymology of
the word "assembled." The
word synagogue comes from it.
In Acts 20:7, we are told that

the disciples came together and
Paul _preached to them. The
context shows us Paul is return-
ing from his journey to
Macedonia. In verse six, after
sailing from Philippi they arriv-
ed at Troas in five days. It is
then stated that they tarried full
seven days before he preached to
them the gospel. It is obvious
that he waited seven days (verse
6) until the time the disciples
were to come together (verse 7)
on the first day of the week. He
did not preach to them on the
seventh day (Saturday) because
they did not meet on that day.
Paul was in a hurry and would
not have waited unless it was
necessary. This can be easily
seen by reading Acts 20:16,
"For Paul had determined to
sail by Ephesus, because he
would not spend the time in

Asia; for he hasted, if it were
possible for him, to be at,
Jerusalem the day 01
Pentecost." The bold-faced
words in the above verse, should
establish that Paul, in such s
hurry as he was, waited until the

little church at Troas met, 00
the divinely appointed day (Sun'
day), that he might preach t°
them.
I Corinthians 16:1-2, shows

us two things: (1) At this earlY
date in history the Corinthiso
Church received the collectiou
on the first day of the week

(Sunday). (2) That the churches

of Galatia were doing the sane
thing. This is store-house tithing
and was practiced on Sunday-

2. The context of Hebrews
4:4-11 teaches we are to observe
the first day of the week (Sun'
day). The context seems to teach
that God rested after He created
the world and appointed the
seventh day to be kept in corn'
memoration of creation. The
prophets foretold of "another

day" instead of the seventh t0
commemorate a greater work
than creation. Psalms 95:11 is
quoted. Joshua (verse 8) never
led Israel into that greater rest
so there still remains a sabbath
keeping (verse 9, Greek! f°1;
God's people. Verse ten tells c"
Christ, after He finished the
work of redemption, resting
from that work in the same we
God rested after creation.

It is to be noted that 0c'a
finished His work of creation 011
the sixth day and rested the

next, which was the seventh- Ile
then commanded that day to heci
observed. Jesus Christ finishe
His work of redemption on the
seventh day, being in the tomb.'
and arose on the first day w
rest (verse 10). We are eorl:
manded to rest in Christ's wor.
of redemption on His day of rel

(another day, verse 8). The 01
Testament sabbath had a vi°t
to creation. The New Testarne%
Lord's Day has a view !f,
redemption. They fall on di,
ferent days, because they fe
separate and different acts of LP
Godhead!

Continued on Page 11 Colunut



WORSHIP
(Continued from Page 10)

Anyone desiring to keep the
Old Testament sabbath (Satur-
day) should read Colossians
2:14-17. Among the things call-
ed shadows in verse sixteen in
the sabbath. The Old Testament
Sabbath lost its significance
When the object casting the
Shadow. namely Christ, arrived
and completed His redemptive
Work! He is the body (verse 17).
Hebrews is written to show

the Jews that everything concer-
ning Christianity was greater
than the old economy, including
the sabbath. Sunday is better
than Saturday.
3. The prophecy of Psalm

118:22-24 establishes Sunday as
°lir day of worship. "The stone
Which the builders refused is
become the head stone of the
corner. This is the Lord's do-
ing; it is marvelous in our
eyes. This is the day which
the Lord hath made: we will
tejoice and be glad in it." In
these verses both the Lord's
death and resurrection are in
view. He was the rejected stone,
Proved by His death. He was the
Headstone of the Corner
through His resurrection. The
resurrection was to take place on
a certain day determined by the
Lord, and that day was to be
celebrated with joy and
gladness.
In Acts 4:10-11, we have a

commentary on Psalm
118:22.-24. "Be it known unto
You all, and to all the people
of Israel, that by the name of
Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
Whom ye crucified, whom
God raised from the dead,
even by Him doth this man
stand here before you whole.
This is the stone which was
set at naught of you builders
which is become the head of
the corner." The builders are
said to be Israel. The Stone is
Christ. The refusing is the
crucifixion and becoming the
,Ileadstone of the corner is said to
ne the resurrection. The day the
Lord appointed for the rejected
Stone to become the Cor-
nerstone, was the day of the
resurrection (first day of the
vveek). In that day men are to
eejoice and be glad."
4. Typology demands that we

Worship on Sunday. We are
aware that doctrine is not to be
Proved by typology. However,
We may support doctrine with
tYPology. Man is to rest on the
seventh day after his work is
tnPleted in six days. In type,

:Ills Points to a man doing good
Iftl order to receive the blessing
r°41 God. Under law, six days
c't labor was followed by one day
1)1 rest. Under grace, the first
hay of the week is typical of the
ueliever's position in Christ by

tt,ace. He begins with a day ofteasing before any works are
:v,vrought. The first day of the
,eck points to the covenant of

F,race.

v_ 5. Surely God has sanctioned
tf'e first day of the week. Since
hsne resurrection of Christ, the
i;Liore devout of the believers
Alve worshipped on that day.Ai of the Church Fathers (men
wn Christianity's early days) who
rote, all defended and ad-v

i'lcated worship on Sunday.
h issinnaries and martyrs alike
till ye assembled on the resurrec-
:11 day of the Son of God to

y:tshiP Him. I should hope for
Left' to give some serious thought
he Ore you accuse them of
8 resY. God has blessed them to
orlIend lifetimes on foreign soils
ot tO give their lives to the stake

.wild animals while singing
4,18es to His name.
‘-onclusion: It may still be ob-

One act of sin is as a poison and will spread through the spiritual veins of life.

jected by some that there is no
absolute command to worship
on Sunday. To them we would
say that God has absolutely
commanded that we do not
observe the Sabbath day (Gala-
tians 4:9-10 and Colossians
2:14-17). If we are not to
observe the Sabbath (Saturday)
then which day shall we
observe? We think the best
evidence is for the first day of
the week. We go even further —
we think the evidence com-
mands the first day of the week.

(Editor's note). I somewhat
disagree with the author's inter-
pretation of Galatians 4:9-10
and Colossians 2:14-17 in his
conclusion. I also think that his
interpretation here is in conflict
with his interpretation of
Hebrews 4:9 — that there is a
sabbath keeping for the people
of God today. I nearly always
use the term "The Lord's Day"
rather than "The Sabbath", but
I believe that the Sabbath law of
the fourth commandment ap-
plies to the Lord's Day in this
age.

REPLENISH

THE EARTH
by Herb Evans

"...replenish the earth..."
(Genesis 1:28).

Our concern here is not
whether there be a gap in
Genesis one or a populated, pre-
adamic earth. Bible students
have long toyed with such a pro-
position, uncovering convincing
Scripture prooftexts to support
their position. Nevertheless,
what is not so convincing is
Scofield's pre-adamic earth with
human beings, birds, cities,
bows and arrows. If there was a
populated earth prior to Adam,
it must needs be populated with
supernatural creatures that did
not die (dinosaur bones and
fossils notwithstanding); for
Romans 5:12 states that "by
one man (Adam) sin entered
the world, and death by
sin..."

"Replenish the earth,"
Genesis 1:28, is not a conclusive
prooftext for establishing a
Genesis gap, nor is it a sufficient
excuse for branding everyone a
Bible corrector who does not ac-
cept the proposition in the affir-
mative.

Some proponents of the
"Gap" are too quick to read
"refill the earth" into Genesis
1:28, while others correct the
Authorized 1611 Bible with cor-
rupt new versions that read "fill
the earth" in this passage. While
it is good to be concerned about
protecting the innerant, English
Text; it is also good to be con-
cerned about truth even if it
tends to devalue our own clever-
ly mined "spiritual" nuggets.
We must not allow the modern
scholars to tamper with our Bi-
ble by slipping us alternative
Greek renderings, but we must
also not fall prey to the "doc-
trine on the basis of one word"
approach to the Scriptures, an
approach which subtly ex-
aggerates, usually dogmatically,
one definition of an English
word (often modern usage) over
alternative and even primary
definitions of the same English
word.

It is noteworthy that in regard
to the primary meaning of the
word "replenish," our older dic-
tionaries convey the idea of fill-
ing up, filling full, or filling with
abundance. Unlike "fill" versus
"refill," "plenish" (as opposed
to "replenish") is invalid; it is
not used!

Note: "Replenish," v.t.
(Norm. replener, to fill; It.
riempire; L. re and plenus, full.)

1. To fill; to stock with
number or abundance...
Mutiply and replenish the earth.
Gen. 1.

2. To finish; to complete.
(Not in use.)

Noah Webster's First Edition
of An American Dictionary of
the English Language - 1828.

AN OPEN
LETTER

Dear Brother,
I apologize for not having

written before now, but I have
put it off seemingly endlessly. I
am sorry.
I trust you are in good health.

I do care for you, and think of
you often but I grieve at what
has befallen you. Paul declares
that not many wise men after
the flesh are called. I pray the
Lord will call you. If this insults
you, you have taken it in the
spirit other than the one in
which it is delivered.
You asked me to write what I

considered the most
unanswerable objections to
Romanism. It is not possible to
boil down a man-made system
to a single issue; therefore I will
give you several.
Where in the Word of God are

we exhorted to pray for the
dead? It was unheared of until
300 A.D. Where in Scripture are
we exhorted to make the sign of
the cross? It too was unknown
until 300 A. D. Where did God
reveal in His Word that we
ought to use wax candles? And
where does God instruct us in
Scripture to venerate angels,
and dead saints? Where does He
tell us to use images?
The Mass did not become a

daily ceremony until 394 A.D.
Where does God instruct us to
observe it? Where in Scripture is
the word "Mass' even mention-
ed?
The term "Mother of God"

was not used until the Council of

Ephesus in 431 A.D. What is
the Scriptural basis for such a
term? Did not Mary pray and
rejoice in "God her Saviour"?

It was not until 500 A.D. that
priests began to dress differently
from laymen. What is the
Biblical reason for doing so?
And, what is the Scriptural basis
for "Extreme Union?" And why
was it not used until 526 A.D.?

What is the Scriptural source
for the doctrine of Purgatory?
And why was it not even a doc-
trine of the Church of Rome un-
til 593 A.D.?
What Biblical basis did

Gregory I have for insisting
Latin be used in worship and
prayer? And, by what authority
did he direct prayers be made to
Mary?
Where in the Word of God do

we find the title of "Pope?"
And, where in Scripture did
Pope Constantine find the doc-
trine that the Pope's foot should
be kissed? Such a thing was not
even heard of until 709 A.D.
What right does a true bishop

have of accepting temporal
power? The meek and lowly
Jesus did nothing of the kind.
And, by what authority was it
decreed in 786 A.D. to worship
crosses, and images, and relics?
Where in Scripture do we find

"holy water?" And, by what
authority was it decreed in 890
to worship Joseph? Where in
the Bible can we find the basis
for the College of Cardinals?
Where is the Biblical basis for
the baptism of bells? Fasting on
Fridays? or during Lent?
Why is attendance upon the

Mass an obligation? Is this
Biblical? What about the
Rosary?
By what authority did Hilder-

brand decree celibacy for the
priesthood? Is there anything
commandect1n the Word of God
even remotely like this?
Our Lord reproved His

disciples who would have
destroyed unbelievers, yet in
1184 the Inquisition was in-
stituted by the Council of
Verona.
What is the Biblical basis for

the sale of Indulgences? Did the

WHAT SHALL I RENDER?

Man seeks to give thee
Some works of his hands,
Some such measly token
As his love demands.

But gifts of the magi
Were proof of one thing
Thou art the Maker,
The Ruler the King.

Could I give thee gifts
Of silver and gold
Like Peter and I think
I'd give riches untold.

In my weakness I fancy
Great things I would do
I'd turn the old leaves
And start anew.

But 'tis only in flesh
In a sin ladened frame
I offer up praise
To thy lovely name.

Please accept it dear Lord
As your gift I now take
The salvation for sinners
And perfection you make.

Then when life is over
I'll praise not in part,
I'll truly adore thee
With a Christ like heart.

Mrs. J.P. Morgan

Son of God know anything
about such transactions?

If there is any truth in the
doctrine of transubstantiation,
why was it not the position of
the church until Pope Innocent
III declared it to be so in 1215?
For over 1000 years it was not
the official dogma of Rome.
By what authority did the

Council of Constance refuse the
cup to laymen? Is this what the
Bible declares? And, what is the
Biblical basis for the 7
sacraments? Does not Scripture
tell us salvation is not by works
but that Christ has finished the
work of redemption?
By what authority did the

Council of Trent declare tradi-
tion to be of equal authority
with the Word of God? Is this
what the Bible teaches'? It is not
rather contrary to the teaching
of Scripture? And, are not fierce
anathemas pronounced upon all
who would presume to add to
the Word of God?
What right did Pope Pius IX

have in 1854 in proclaiming the
immaculate conception of the
Virgin Mary? Is this what the
Bible says? And why, in 1864 in.
the Syllabus of Errors, did he
condemn freedom of religion?
Freedom of conscience?
Freedom of speech? Freedom of
press? and condemn scientific
discoveries which the Roman
church disapproved? By what
authority did the same Syllabus
assert the Pope was sovereign
over civil rulers? Is this a
Biblical doctrine?

Is it a Biblical doctrine that
the Pope is infallible in matters
of faith and morals?

Is it Biblical to proclaim the
assumption of the Virgin Mary?
And, by what authority did
Pope Paul VI in 1965 proclaim
Mary the "Mother of the
Church?" Is this Biblical?
The Roman church is a man-

made institution. It is not the
Church that Paul addressed,
but it has repudiated the Word
of God in order to enslave the
minds and bodies of men and
nations. It is not a Biblical in-
stitution. Is this what you
choose?
Where in the Bible do we find

monks? monasteries? convents?
Palm Sunday, Ash Wednesday,
and All Saints day? Christopher
medals, assorted charms, etc.,
etc.?

I love you in the bonds of
Christ, and it is my prayer that
God will not deliver you up to a
stiffneck and a calloused heart,
but that He would grant you
repentance through His blood.

Copied from "The Angelus"

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Providence Baptist
Church of Kountze, Texas is
searching for a pastor. The
church has a building. They
have a trailer on the lot and will
furnish this, pay utilities, and
some additional pay. The
church supports The Baptist
Examiner and New Guinea mis-
sion work. They would not be
interested in a pastor who would
not want to continue such.
Anyone who is interested may
contact Clarence McNeely in
care of Providence Baptist
Church, Rt. 2, Box 444, Kount-
ze, Tx. 77625 or call him at
(409) 246-3535. I trust that God
will soon give these folk a fine
and able pastor.
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TUNE IN TO •

THE CALL TO CALVARY

Timis Dial: Watts:

Sun.-7:30-8:00 a.m. 107.9 50000 FM

Oscar Mink a favorite at Calvary Baptist Church.

It's a great sin to love a small sin.

MY IMPRESSIONS OF
THE 1985

BIBLE CONFERENCE
I love to hear the Word and

love the fellowship. It is very
reviving. I give God all the
praise for all these blessings.

Russell Shoemaker
Greencastle, Pa.
***

Since it has been three years
since I have attended a con-
ference, my soul was so hungry
to hear some preaching from
many of God's men and I im-
mensely enjoyed this con-
ference, the fellowship, the
preaching and the singing. I can
say I was blessed and I thank
my Lord for allowing me to
come this year. Thank you,
Calvary Baptist Church, for
everything.

Myrtis Caudill
Goshen, Ind.

***

My impressions are that this
is the best place God's people
could spend Memorial weekend.
There were so many blessed ser-
mons and God-given friends and
fellowship. It has been a long
time since I enjoyed a con-
ference at Calvary, but I am
looking forward to next year.
God bless you. Brother Joe, and
may you keep on with The Bap-
tist Examiner until the Lord
calls you home. We truly love
you all there at Calvary Baptist
Church. In the name of our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

Sadie Cole
Stan leyville, N. C.
***

It has been a truly great con-
ference. The messages and
fellowship have been excep-
tionally good. I am very
thankful that the Lord planned
for me to be here this time. I feel
very much blessed that our Lord
chose to use me to be a small
help to you at this time. I surely
love all of you.

Laura Faye Zamarron
Sarasota, Florida
***

No one enjoyed themselves
more than I, meeting old friends
and making new ones, I hope.

Elder Walter Herin
Orange, Texas

Elder & Mrs. Fred HaUllman.

CAUGHT IN THE ACT OF OBEDIENCE
The photographer caught

Sister Connie Windham follow-
ing her Lord in obedience. She
had been saved as a young girl,
but was never baptized. She had
traveled 70 miles in order to
receive Baptist Baptism. On the
15th of June, 1985, she became
a member of Calvary Baptist
Church in Hagerstown,
Maryland by baptism.

Sister Connie Windham is a
part of the work of Calvary Bap-
tist Church in the Baltimore,
Maryland area. Anyone in-
terested in that work may call
Rodger Lewis, (301) 797-4714 or
Connie at (301) 788-1683.

Wasn't that a great session.

John Alber proclaims the Word of God.

A greatly
Earl Smith.

appreciated newcomer at our conference: Elder

APPRECIATED
LETTERS

Dear Brother, Just a line to
say hello. I enjoy your radio
broadcast very much, although
you scorch me every once in a
while. Just keep on keeping on.
I noticed your special renewal
ad in The Baptist Examiner. I
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am sending you a check for my
renewal, and for my sister in
law. The Lord bless you is our
prayer.

Gilbert and Naomi Cade
Wayne, W. Va.

***

Dear Brother Wilson, We are
so thankful for this opportunity
to be able to subscribe for
members of our family and
friends to The Baptist Ex-
aminer. We have wanted to do
this for a long time. We will
send some more names after get-
ting their addresses. May the
Lord bless you and provide for
this great endeavor of T.B.E.

Our subscription is for life, for
which we are very thankful and
for the one who sent it in for us.
Mrs. and Mrs. Clifford Turner

Palatka, Fla.
***

Dear Brother Wilson, Enclos-
ed is... I would like to renew my
paper. I would also like to send
the paper to my daughter and
my grandson. I like this paper
very much and enjoy all the
good preachers. If there is any
over, keep it for whatever you
need.

Estella Keenan
Summersville, W. Va.

***

Dear Brother Wilson, I am
sending a check for... to help in
the publication of The Baptist
Examiner. I thank the Lord that
my eye sight has improved since
having eye surgery. I can read
some of the sermons, and how I
do enjoy them! Sincerely in
God's love.

Mrs. Merle K. Hall
Knob Noster, Mo.

BOOK REVIEW
We have a book for sale

through our book store. It is
Study of the Holy Spirit by

William Edward Biederwolf.
Frankly, I do not know a
satisfactory book on the subject

of The Holy Spirit. This certall;
ly is not one. This is a smat`
paperback book of 125 page5.
However, for its size, it de
contain much material on w,e
subject. It is about as thoroue
as a book of its size could be 191/
this subject. I do wish that sooe
sound Baptist would write
thorough book on this imports°
subject. With some reservatio06'
I recommend this book. It sell:
for $4.95. Order from our /30°,'
store and remember that we
profit goes into the ministry•


