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WHO IS
HE THAT

CONDEMNETH
by Will Bang
304 Haltz Lane
Cary. N.C. 27511

"Who is he that con-
demneth? It is Christ that
died, yea rather, that is risen
again, who is even at the right
hand of God, who also
maketh intercession for us"
(Romans 8:34).
Who is that one condemning

the child of God? From whence
does he dare be so rash and
brazen. Who can effectively lay

Will Bang

anything, one altering accusa-
tion, against the elect of God? It
will not be God the Father, for
He is the one that justifieth. It
cannot be Jesus Christ, because
He became sin for us; He who
knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God
in Him. (II Cor. 5:21).

Jesus Christ is the one having
(Continued on Page 10 Column 2)

WHAT
HAPPENED
TO ALL THE
DECISION
MAKERS?
by Robert Wagner

Rt. 1, Avery's Creek Rd.
Arden, N.C. 28704

"And if it seem evil unto
You to serve the LORD, chose
You this day • whom ye will
serve; whether the gods which
Your fathers served that were
O n the side of the flood or the

gods of the Amorites, In
Whose land ye dwell: (Joshua
24:15).
Here, surely, is a Scripture in

favor of all the freewillers in the
World. A choice has been offered
by the Lord through Joshua to
these Israelites. A choice bet-
ween doing one thing or just do-
ing what their fathers before
them had done, serving other
(Continued on Page 10 Column 5)
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GOD IS LOVE
by Velmer B. Paler

Philippines
"And we have known and

believed the love that God
hath to us. God is love; and he
that dwelleth in love dwelleth
in God, and God in him" (I
John 4:16).
We live in an age in which the

word "love" is bandied around,
used and abused. Movies, TV

Velmer B. Paler
shows, songs and the
morality have helped to equate
love with sex. But the love that
Christ exhibited and lived was
the divine love which is precious

new

and pure and selfless.
"God is love" was Christ's

trademark. It took love to for-
sake heaven's glory for earth's
squalor. It took love to move
with the people whose lives were
steeped in sin. It took love to re-
main in the face of lies and jibes
and threats and abuse. It took
love to climb up Calvary.

Yes, our Lord's life and death
were built on love. His mission
was a love mission, His great
commandment was to love. His
kingdom was founded on love,
and His teaching was saturated
with love.
"God is love." "For God so

loved the world..." (John
3:16). God channeled that love
to the elect through the person
of His Son. He channeled that
love into our hearts through the
person of the Holy Spirit. He
would channel that love out to
needy men everywhere through
the ministry of the church. This
love is the key to His redemptive

(Continued on Page 9 Column 2)

WHAT IS THE
MESSAGE OF
THE PULPIT?

by John Alber
6935 Dexter St.

Commerce City, Co. 80022

"And the Spirit of the
LORD fell upon me, and said
unto me, Speak; Thus saith
the Lord; Thus have ye said,
0 house of Israel: for I know
the things that come into your
mind, every one of them."

(Continued on Page 6 Column 4)

IRRESISTIBLE GRACE
by Doug Newell
Assistant Pastor

Assistant editor's note: This
Aermon was preached at the
Chillicothe Correctional In-
stitute, in Chillicothe, Ohio. It
was my privilege, and the
privilege of James Swindell,
who is a member of our church,
to hold services for these in-
mates. There were different
reactions to it. Some were glad
to hear it, as they already
believed this truth and were
thankful to hear it preached.
Others were angered while their
Arminian backgrounds surfac-
ed. Others still were enlightened
and made to see things they had
not seen before. All in all, it was
a good service, and God receiv-

ed the glory. It was my privilege
to worship with a brother in
Christ whom Lhave known for a
few years. His name is Chico

Avilez. He is an inmate there.
He is a member of a true
church, and we have really good

John Alber

fellowship together. He also par-
ticipated in the service with a
very fine devotional. I hope I
can go back in the near future
and preach to these men again.

Isaiah 65:1, "I am sought of
them that asked not for me; I
am found of them that sought
me not: I said, Behold me,
behold me, unto a nation that
was not called by my name."
When one understands who

God is and what His Word says,
the word irresistible will
automatically come to his or her
mind when the word grace is
mentioned. If it were not for the
false prophets, the deceived,
and the deceiver. I could entitle

(Continued on Page 5 Column 2)

Ip Naptist iixtunintr
A Sermon by Pastor Joseph M. Wilson

UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION; THE ONLY
HOPE FOR A TOTALLY DEPRAVED SINNER

"Blessed be the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, who hath blessed us
with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ: Ac-
cording as he hath chosen us
in him before the foundation
of the world, that we should
be without blame before him
in love." (Eph. 1:3-4). I use this
text mainly because it has the
word "chosen" in it.
The following text is better for

the subject of my sermon, "For
he saith to Moses, I will have
mercy on whom I will have
mercy, and I will have com-
passion on whom I will have
compassion. So then it is not

of him that willeth, nor of him
that runneth, but of God that
sheweth mercy" (Rom.
9:15-16). God tells us that He
has determined to have mercy.
Thank God for this. No man
deserves the saving mercy of
God. In fact, one cannot deserve
mercy; for if one deserves or
earns salvation, it could not be
of mercy. God, of His own
sovereign will, determined to
have mercy. He next tells us that
He chooses of His own will those
upon whom He will have mercy.
He doubles His emphasis on this
by repeating the statement, ,only
this time using the word "com-
passion." God is telling us with

emphasis, that He will exercise
His sovereign rights and choose
whom He will to be the objects
of His saving mercy and com-
passion.
The text goes on to give us a

result of this as to salvation.
Salvation is not of him that
willeth. Salvation is not accor-
ding to the free will (?) of man.
If I were the big preacher over
all the little preachers in this
world, I would order all Armi-
nian preachers to preach on this
text. I would insist that they
preach on, "it is not of him
that willeth." It would be in-
teresting to see how an Armi-

(Continued on Page 2 Column 1)

LET'S STUDY
BIBLE

DOCTRINE
by E.G. Cook
(Now in Glory)

May we study the doctrine of
tithing for a while. It seems
there should be no division
among us on such an important
subject. It seems to me that we
should rejoice at the opportunity
of giving back to God that which
He says belongs to Him. I am
not trying to raise money. That
is not my job. I realize that I
may not preach on tithing as
much as I should. But most of

E.G. Cook
our members seem to be glad to
give the Lord that which is His.
So there is little need for me to
harp on the subject. I am fully
persuaded that if a church is do-
ing what the Lord wants her to
do, He is well able to take care
of the expenses.
Now let us consider some of
(Continued on Page 3 Column 5)

HE LOVED
THEM UNTO
THE END
by Mart' Holmes
424 N. Glendale St.
Kenton, Oh. 43326

"...having loved his own-
which were in the world, he
loved them unto the end" (Jn.
13:1). In order to understand, I
believe, what is being taught in
this passage of Scripture, we
must first define the word
"end." This word is from the
Greek word "tel-os," which
means to set out for a definite
point or a goal. As an example

Martin Holmes
Paul tells us in I Corinthians
9:24, "Know ye not that they
which run in a race run all but
one receiveth the prize? So
run, that ye may obtain.' Or
we could end this verse by say-
ing, "that ye might obtain your
goal, to win the prize offered for
winning." Anything less is
useless for Romans 3:23 states,
"For all have sinned and
come short of the glory of
God." So, Christ's love must at-
tain its goal for His own which
are in the world.
Whom did He love until He

reached or completed His goal?
(Continued on Page 6 Column 2)
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nian, free-will preacher would
explain this Biblical statement
and still hold onto his free will
doctrine. Beloved, salvation is
not of the will of man, it is not of
the actions of man, it is of God
who showeth mercy; and He
shows that according to His
sovereign will.
Men, even religious men,

even some saved men, hate this
glorious doctrine of Uncondi-
tional Election. Yet this doc-
trine, and that part that tells us
it is unconditional, is the only
hope that ,any man will ever be
saved. Even those men who hate
and battle against this doctrine,
if saved — and doubtless some
of them are, are saved according
to the glorious doctrine contain-
ed in this subject.
Every man is a totally deprav-

ed sinner. By this, we do not
mean that a man is as bad as he
can be, or that he will not get
worse. Evil men wax worse and
worse. We do mean that, judged
by the "straight edge" standard
of God's Word, every man is
depraved in every part of his
being. He is depraved in his in-
tellectual life. His mind is
depraved. He thinks contrary to
God and His Word. He is totally
unable to understand the things
of God. He is depraved in his
emotional life. His desires,
loves, and hatreds are not in
harmony with the Word of God.
He loves much that he should
hate. He hates much that he
should love. He is depraved in
his volitional life. He makes
decisions that are dictated by
the depravity of his nature. Man
is depraved in his desires, his
thoughts, his speech, his deci-
sions, and in his actions. Every
part of man is depraved.
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There are two important
elements involved in this
depravity that we need to con-
sider relative to my subject.
First, man is dead so far as
spiritual things are concerned.
Man is alive physically. He is
alive to sin. But, so far as
spiritual and eternal things are
concerned, man is totally dead.
"And you hath he quickened,
who were dead in trespasses
and sins" (Eph. 2:1).
Death is a state of inactivity.

See that dead body lying there.
What can it do? Why it cannot
make the slightest movement of
any kind. The dead sinner can-
not perform the least spiritual
action of any kind. The dead
sinner cannot repent. He cannot
believe. He must be given life by
a sovereign and effectual work
of the Spirit of God before he
can perform any spiritual activi-
ty. Death is a state of inability.
The dead sinner is totally unable
in the realm of the spiritual.
Death is a state of insensibility.
The dead sinner feels nothing.
See that dead body. You can
shoot it, stone it,stab it, etc.; but
you cannot hurt it. It feels
nothing. The dead sinner feels
nothing in the realm of spiritual
things. The burden of sin lies
upon the dead sinner. but he
feels it not. You may preach to
him with great power, but he
feels nothing. I have sat under

preaching since being saved and
thought to myself, "If I were not
already saved, I would surely be
saved now." I have looked
around on others, and they
manifested no feeling at all. In
the work of convicting a sinner,
God must give life, if the sinner
is to feel conviction. I must
prepare me a sermon on "The
Folly of the Awakened Sinner
Theory." An awakened sinner
has been given life. He is no
longer a dead sinner.

Death is a state of lack of in-
terest. What is that dead body
yonder in the cemetery in-
terested in? Armies may march
over his grave, and he is not in-
terested. Great, world shaking
events may occur, but it matters
not to the dead. He has no in-
terest in such things. The dead
sinner has no interest, none at
all, in spiritual things. Oh, how
often, when in church, reading
the Bible and praying, having
spiritual fellowship — how often
do I bow and praise God that I
have an interest now that I did
not used to have. Death is a con-
dition of lack of concern. The
dead man is not concerned
about anything at all. I speak of
the dead body, not of the soul
that is in conscious blessedness
or conscious torment. The dead
sinner— he may be overwhelm-
ingly concerned about many
things, but he has no concern at
all about spiritual things. He
has no concern about salvation.
about Jesus Christ, about the
church, about the Bible, about
heaven and hell. Death is a state
with no desires. That dead body
does not desire food, drink, or
clothing. He has no desires at
all. The dead sinner has no
hunger for the bread of life. 'He

has no thirst for the water of life.
The invitation, "let him that is
athirst come" has no appeal to
him. He has no desire for the
things of God. He even has no
desire for salvation. There is no
argument on our part that the
thirsty sinner is invited to come
and take of the water of life free-
ly. That is not the question. The
question is, "How are dead sin-
ners made to thirst for the water
of life, and how are unwilling
sinners made willing to come to
Christ?"
The second important ele-

ment in total depravity that is
important to my subject is that,
insofar as the sinner is alive, he
is at enmity with God. He is
totally opposed to God,
righteousness, holiness, and
salvation. Man is desperately in
love with his sin. He, "drinketh
iniquity like water."
"Because the carnal mind is
enmity against God: for it is
not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be"(Rom.
8: 7). Let me give you two Scrip-
tures that illustrate these two
elements of depravity. "No man
can come to me, except the
Father which hath sent me
draw him..." (John 6:44).
"And ye will not come to me,
that ye might have life" (John
5:40). These Scriptures definite-
ly teach that the totally deprav-
ed sinner cannot come to Christ,
and that he will not come — that
is, of and by himself.

Arminianism is, of necessity,
a denial of the truth of total
depravity. One cannot believe
that the sinner cannot come and
will not come to Christ, and still
be an Arminian. Simply believ-
ing what the Bible teaches about
the natural condition of man
will lay the foundation for, and
will inevitably lead to the other
of the doctrines of God's saving
grace.
Now, let us look at the condi-

tional election of the Arminian
free-willers. The word
"election" is so prominently and
frequently used in the Bible,
that all who profess to believe
the Bible must believe in some
kind of election. The Arminian
will not say, "I do not believe in
election." They keep the word,
but pervert the meaning thereof.
They' hate the doctrine of the
Word of God on election, but
they must use the word itself if
they pretend to be Bible
believers. So they invent a doc-
trine in their own minds, and
call it election. This man-in-
vented doctrine is that of condi-
tional election. They say that
God chooses a man to be saved
on the basis of His
foreknowledge that that man
will repent, believe in Jesus
Christ, and persevere until the
end. God's part in this is that He

FROM THE EDITOR
CORRECTION

In this column, in the December 27th issue, occurred the
following in paragraph 3: "The true and Biblical position is
that the atonement is limited in purpose and design to the elect
of God, that it is limited in application to those effectually call-
ed to repentance and faith, and that it is limited in nature to
the elect of God. This position is harmonious, but heretical."
The words "but heretical" are a serious error. I do not know
how this error crept into the article. I am sure that thoughtful
readers realized that this was a typographical error. I consider
this stated position to be the true and Biblical position, and all
contrary positions to be in serious error.

"...God is love" (I John 4:8). I call your attention to a man-
made problem of great magnitude that proves impossible of solu-
tion. This is a problem that is restricted to those who believe the
Doctrines of Grace.
This problem is invented by sovereign grace men saying that God

has some kind of love for all men, even the reprobate. The Armi-
nians do not have this problem. They say that God has the same
kind of love for all men. But this is a real problem for sovereign
gracers who teach that God has a love for all men.

Sovereign grace men who hold this doctrine try different ways of
solving it. They have two different kinds of love in God. One is some
sort of love for all men. The other is a saving love for the elect. One
says that Christ loves the reprobate with a human love, but loves the
elect with a divine love. One says that God loves all
men with a non-covenant love, but loves the elect with
a covenant love. Another says that God loves all men with a general
love, but loves the elect with a special love. Another says that God
loves all men with the love of common grace, but loves the elect with
the love of saving grace. One could go on and on with these man-
made distinctions concerning the love of God. Yes, I did say "man-
made." These men have invented a doctrine that is not in the Bible
— that God has some sort of love for all men. In order to hold to the
glorious, everlasting, and Bible truth of God's saving love for His
elect; these men invent the above mentioned, and other distinctions
within the love of God. They invent the doctrine. They invent the
distinctions to uphold the doctrine.
Now, for the problem. 1. Which set of distinctions shall we

adopt? 2. When the Bible speaks of the love of God, how are we to
know which love is spoken of? Men have invented many names for
these man made distinctions. Saving — non-saving. Covenant —
non-covenant. General — special. Divine — human. Which of these
ways is the proper way of distinguishing between these two loves of
God?
The second problem is akin to the problem of those who hold to

different kinds of churches in the Bible. They say that there is a
local visible church, and there is a universal invisible church. The
problem is: When I read "church" in the Bible, how can I know.
which church? Well, if there are two kinds of "love of God" in the
Bible: When I read the word "love", how can I know, which love?
It is very important that I know this. One of these "loves" does not
amount to a great deal. It, whatever it does do. leaves its object lost
and going to hell. The other is a saving love that guarantees and
secures the eternal salvation of all who are its object. What could be
more important than for me to know which "love" God is talking
about when I read His Word?
As I said, the Arminians do not have this problem. They believe

that God loves all men with a "willing to save" love. God's love, to
them, is not a saving love for anyone. It offers to save everyone, but
it does not, of itself, secure the salvation of anyone. The Arminian
has no problem here, for he has only one "love" of God.
The sovereign gracers who believe this man-made doctrine are the

ones who have the problem. I would like to hear from some of them
as to how they solve this problem. How can they know when the Bi-
ble is speaking of the general, weak, unsaying love of God; and
when it is speaking of the special, powerful, saving love of God?
I have a solution to this problem. Let us cast from us the man

made doctrine that God loves everyone with some kind of love, or
some other kind of love. It is not a Biblical doctrine. I challenge any
of its advocates to show me one — I do not ask for a dozen, or five.
or two, — just one Scripture which teaches that God has any kind of
love at all for the reprobate. It is a man-made doctrine. There is not
a verse anywhere in the Bible which teaches this. Now, don't speak
to me of God's mercy, compassion, kindness, etc. I am asking for

will try to persuade the man to one verse of Scripture that connects the word 
"love•• with God's

do these things. But, according feelings for every man. I call on the inventors of this doctrine to give
to them, God cannot force man me one verse of Scripture that teaches that God has any kind of love
to repent and believe. God elects at all for one reprobate. Let us solve this problem by disposing of
those whom He forsees that He this "God loves all men with some kind of love" doctrine. Let us put
will be able to persuade to do it in the Arminian garbage can where it belongs. It is at home in the
these things. God provides Arminian camp. It does not belong in the sovereign grace camp. It
salvation for all men. He offers is an enemy ot the truths we verily believe. It will do us great harm.
it to them. That is all that God It will aid and abet the enemies of sovereign and saving grace truth.
can do. He foreknows who will

We, who believe the doctrines of grace, have nothing to gain; butbe willing to accept this offer,
much to lose by holding this man made doctrine. It will weaken usHe elects these to salvation,
all down the line. It is akin to that doctrine which seeks to extendPlease note that, according to
the atonement of Christ beyond the elect. I urge all my sovereignthis doctrine, God's election has
grace brethren to be done with this strange and unbiblical doctrinenothing at all to do with a man
that God has some kind of love for the reprobate. Let us hold fast tobeing saved. The man was going
the great truth that God's love is a saving love. That He loves withto be saved anyway, because
an everlasting love, and that He draws savinglv to Himself all thoseanyone who repents and believes
whom He loves.will be saved. God just elected to My suggested solution to this problem is very simple, and it is ahappen what He knew was go-
sure solution. But, if my brethren insist on holding this man-madeing to happen anyway. Ah, me!
doctrine of two kinds of love in God, they have brought uponThis doctrine has the great God themselves a problem that has no solution. The Arminians willof the Bible making mud pies. laugh at the feeble attempts of the brethren to solve this problem.His election is nothing more They will derive much comfort,evensupport, for their false doctrine

than a realization, and maybe a by our brethren's attempt to teach the untenable doctrine of two
ratifying, of the choice of man. kinds of love in Gnd. I urge my brethren to give attention to this

it is easy to see how this doe-
matter. Let us be consistent. Let us teach that God loves only the

!Continued on Page 3 Column elect, but that this love, praise God, is a saving love.

trine del
of man.
that j n
land he
would n
hoPe for

Unch
ing. I an
minian
election
Will ever
that no
ever will

Lan' not s
"ids th
man.

Saved, ht
grace tea
miflian
'low I

Biblical,
of tine(
define
snvereigi
nal choi
tnankinc
saving

defirlitio
and not
says, “(

Nowb
Christ ei
but He
Luke 11
Your

preaebei
his chief

lie is alt
can pra,

4uot, but
Without
Your pa
lectivel)
You and
tiofl. w

mean 1)1
this cha

In the
Your pat
T0 b,

must sp
study.

aPPrOVC

the Ho

Paul,
needeth

truth.,

also rerti
reachet
"Tetter h
Luther).

Ir Ii
InanY ti
brought

YijUr Pao
ord of

I will at
You grt

Whichrii 

,
tier.31

iPiater
enovah
thou ni

behold
tbY

e is restarted.
ready to

In hi
rn°,n yoi
'Get

48 You

tc
aye yc

111411ber

tregatioe Prea(

flockhi ,
41 pre

mon en

Angi

s. A yoi
tephen

Ilishop



A black cloud makes a traveler mend his pace and mind his home.
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tripe denies the total depravity
of man. It is easy to see how;
that if man is totally depraved,
(and he surely is); this doctrine
would mean that there is no
h0Pe for any man to ever be sav-
ed. Understand what I am say-
ing. I am saving that if the Ar-
minian doctrine of conditional
election be true, then no man
Will ever be saved. I am saying
that no man ever has been or
ever will be saved in this way. I
am not saying that no man who
bolds this doctrine is a saved
Man. I am saving that, if he is
saved, he was saved as sovereign
grace teaches, and not as the Ar-
tnilian teaches.
'low let us look at the true,

niblical, and Baptistic doctrine
°,,f Unconditional Election. I
"fine the doctrine. God's
sovereign, unconditional, eter-
nal choice of some from fallen
mankind to be the objects of His
saving grace. I expound the
definition. It is God's choice,
and not man's. The Arminian
says, "God voted for you, the

devil voted against you, and you
cast the deciding vote." There
are many things wrong with that
statement. 1. Election was in
eternity. and neither man nor
Satan were present. 2. The devil
is disqualified to vote in God's
election. 3. Man would always
vote with the devil, unless God's
power intervened. 4. This teach-
ing makes the devil as big
as God (his vote counts as
much), and man bigger than
both put together (man decides
the matter). Men are riot saved
by their own choice. They are
saved by God's choice. This is
what Jesus said in John 15:16.
"Ye have not chosen me, but I
have chosen you..." The Bible
always puts the saving choice in
the hands of God, never is it
made by man.
God's election is sovereign.

He elects, from among fallen
mankind (I am an infralap-
sarian) whom He pleases.
Nothing nor no one dictates
to Him in this matter. God's
sovereign election is uncondi-
tional. He does not elect because
of anything He foresees in man.
There is nothing good to foresee.
He elects, not because of, but in

spite of what He foresees. He
foresees total depravity, sin,
filth, wickedness, impentinence,
unbelief; set lie elects an% was.
His election is not based upon
any condition that man must
meet, nor upon any work that
man must do. It is an uncondi-
tional election. It is the whole
purpose of this sermon to show
that the "unconditional"
character of God's election is the
only hope that any totally
depraved sinner will be saved.
God's sovereign, unconditional
election is eternal. He chose His
people, "before the founda-
tion of the world." "from the
beginning." Their names were,
"written in the book of life
from the foundation of the
world." God's sovereign, un-
conditional, eternal election is
unto salvation. It was not to out-
ward privileges. God chose His
people and ordained them to
eternal life. He predestinated
them to be conformed to the im-
age of Jesus Christ. He chose
them unto salvation.
Now, this doctrine of Uncon-

ditional Election guarantees the
eternal salvation of the chosen
ones. Of itself, election does not

YOUR PASTOR'S PERSONALITY

by Frank Beck
Nowhere did the Lord Jesus

Christ ever teach men to preach,
but 14—e taught them to pray (St.
Luke 11:1-411).
Y°ur pastor is, of course, a

,Pr.eacher. In public life that is
in's chief function. In private life
he is also a man of prayer. He
Can pray whether he preaches or
not, but he cannot really preach
Without praying! How muchYour pastor prays, and how ef-
fectively, partly depends upon
You and the rest of the congrega-
tion. We will explain what we
mean by this as we go along into
this chapter.

In the preparation of sermons
Your pastor must pray.
10 be a good preacher he

11;5t spend much time in the
%Ay. "Study to show thyself
?Proved unto God," he hears
t,rie Holy Spirit say through
4111, "a workman that

needeth not to be ashamed,
1,1.41MY dividing the Word of

th' (II Tim. 2:15). But he is
also reminded by another great
Ereacher: "To pray well is the

Leuttthererlh. a lf of 

study" (Martin

In his sermonizing. How
IglarlY times the Holy Spirit has
r°11ght this precious promise to

Yn-1r Pastor as he has opened the
I Word of God: "Call to Me and
win answer you and will tellYo 

great and hidden thingsWhich you have not known"
(ier. 33:3, RSV). Thus your

71ini. later has bowed his heart to
tietw'vah and prayed: "Open

mine eyes that I may
beholdi wondrous things out
h— Lay law" (Psa. 119:18). Then
"e le reuly to get that sermon
sttrted, • Having prayed he isro
—,uy to down into the text.
In his preaching of the ser-

your pastor needs prayer.
‘G.et the saints to pray for you

i.a8 You preach," B.H. Carroll
u"sed to advise his students.ave You not heard of the great
nurnbers in Spurgeon's con-
firegation who prayed for him as
.e Preached; and of a good por-t

fin()11,_ of Jonathan Edward's
who 'prayed all night for

ilino previous to his mighty ser-
'In on 'Sinners in the Hands of
an Angry God?"
st A Young friend once said to
esPhen C. Neill, formerlygt
noP of Tinnevelly, India,

that he had no one especially to
pray for since he had come to
Geneva. "I suggested that' he
might try praying for me," the
Bishop says, adding: "He look-
ed a little astonished, and said,
"Do bishops need to be prayed
for? Do you know, I have never
thought of that!" Beloved, your
bishop, your pastor needs
prayer as he preaches. Make it a
practice from now on that you
will pray for your pastor every
time he stands before you to
declare God's Word.
A young preacher came to a

large city church as pastor, but
it was soon apparent that he was
too inexperienced to accomplish
much that should be done. The
official board of elders ap-
proached him and expressed
their fears of his inability.
"However," said the
spokesman,"we have
covenanted together to pray for
you, Pastor." God blessed that
pastor and people. For years the
voice and pen of that minister,
J. Wilbur Chapman, has bless-
ed multitudes in the salvation
and service of the Saviour!

Do you pray for your pastor?
In progress, your pastor must

take time to pray. Ground
cannot be fought over and won
without the holy, healthy breath
of prayer (Eph. 6:10-18).
"Prayers and tears are the
church's best artillery" (Mat-
thew Henry).
In times of perplexity, your

pastor prays and calls you to the
same. "Very often we are
feverishly busy doing nothing,
but being feverishly busy. When
we feel there is something wrong
and that it is ending futility, in-
stead of giving ourselves to
prayer we appoint a committee!
If a monument were erected
over the dead situations in
Christendom, we might inscribe
on it,"Committeed to death."
We call a committee instead of
calling to prayer, and the one is
often an alibi for the other..."

"...call upon nie," God says,
"in the day of trouble: I will
deliver thee, and thou shalt
glorify me" 50:15).

In prosperity your pastor
knows he must pray, yea, he
must have been storming the
gates of God, and perhaps you
have also! For when the great
machinery of the church of G(;(1

begins at last to run smoothly it
is to be recognized that "the
streams that turn the machinery
of the world have their rise in
solitary places... It was said of
the man in the Scripture, "If he
be alone there is tidings in his
mouth." No man has tidings
unless he takes time to be alone
and apart with God." The
closets are never crowded in
this. (Matt. 6:6).
In poverty your pastor feels

the dread need of prayer.
Whether he takes advantage of
it or not — depends on a lot of
things. Perhaps he can pray vic-
toriously and effectively while
he is mowing the church lawn,
shoveling off the snow from the
church pavements in winter,
mimeographing the church
calendars at midnight Saturday
night, writing letters, for you. to
the insurance company you feel
should pay for your sore finger,
driving you to the dentist and
back, etc., etc., but I should
think he might pray more in
depth if free from these tasks
that others in the church can do
(Acts 6:1-4). Maybe that is why
a good many ministers failed the
following test:
Some years ago a conference

of ministers met to discuss the
problems of their churches.
They talked for several days,
but they found no solutions.
They felt defeated as the con-

ference was abopt to adjourn.
Just then one of the older

ministers arose and asked for
the floor. He said: "Brethren,
how many of you spend just one
hour a day alone with God in
reading His Word and in
prayer?" Not a single one of
them could honestly raise his
hand. Then he asked: "How
many of you spend just one-half
hour each day alone with God
that way?" Only a few of them
dared to raise their hands. Once
more he asked: "How many of
you spend just fifteen minutes
each day alone with God?" Less
than half of them could raise
their hands. Then he said: "Do
you still wonder that we make so
little progress in solving these
problems...?"

If this be true with your
shepherd, he needs to trace his
steps back to II Chronicles 7:41
and cry out to God! Will you in
love and co-operation help him
and go with him?

save, for it is unto salvation. But
it guarantees that the elect will
be saved. Election guarantees
and secures the salvation of the
elect. Christ died for the sins of
the elect. The Holy Spirit effec-
tually brings the elect to repen-
tance and faith. The Uncondi-
tional Election of the Father,
the Atoning Death of the Son,
and the Effectual Calling of the
Holy Spirit — these three bring
about the everlasting salvation
of the elect of God.
This doctrine not only

guarantees and secures the
salvation of the elect, but it is
also the only hope that anyone
will ever be saved. Election bas-
ed on a condition that a totally
depraved man cannot and will
not perform secures no one's
salvation. It leaves all men
without hope. God's sovereign
and unconditional election that
does not in anywise depend
upon anything in or performed
by man, guarantees and secures
the salvation of a multitude that
no man can number.
God has unconditionally

elected a multitude to be saved.
The Lord Jesus Christ died for
the sins of these elected ones.
The Holy Spirit will irresistibly
bring the elected and redeemed
ones to the salvation experience.
Praise God! In these doctrines
there is hope, yea, more; there is
assurance. I have a friend or a
loved one. I am concerned about
and interested in his salvation.
What hope can I have that he
might be saved? Is my only
hope that some day he might be
willing to get saved? What a
poor hope is that — really, no
hope at all. But tell me that God
has an elect people that are go-
ing to be saved. Tell me that my
loved one just may be in that
elect number. Now I have hope.
My loved one may be one of
God's elect, and if so, he will
surely be saved. Let me witness,
let me love, let me pray; God
may yet work and save my loved
one.
This doctrine is an incentive

to evangelism. Tell me that it is
all up to men. Tell me that I
must persuade men to let God
save them. What hope do I have
of being used in such
evangelism? I may as well give
it all up. I know depraved man
too well to have any hope that if
it is all up to him, he will ever be
saved. But, tell me that God has
an elect people who are going in
be saved by the effectual and ir-
resistible power of the Holy
Spirit, and that God uses the
giving of the gospel to save
them; then I have hope for suc-
cess in evangelism. Jesus en-
couraged Himself with this doc-
trine in John 6:37, "All that the
Father giveth me shall come
to me.." God encouraged Paul
in evangelism in Corinth with
these words, "...for I have
much people in this city"
(Acts 18:10). Paul said along
this line in II Timothy 2:10,
"Therefore I endure all
things for the elect's sakes.
that they may also obtain the
salvation which is in Christ
Jesus with eternal glory." The
doctrine that election is a
discouragement to evangelism
finds no place in the Word of
God.

This doctrine is the only hope
for the unsaved one. This doc-
trine is a source of strength,
comfort, and encouragement for
the saved. Let us all apply this
doctrine. Let us believe it, stand
for it, preach it, and use it in
harmony with the Word of God
— not as a doctrine to be hated
and opposed, neither as an ex-
cuse for failure to evangelize;
but to the salvation of the lost,
the encouragement of the saved,
and the glory of God.

DOCTRINE
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the Scriptures that deal with
tithing. It is true that most d
them are found in the Oki Testa-
ment. But Paul tells us in II
Timothy 3:16 that "All Scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for cor-
rection, for instruction in
righteousness." So if the Old
Testament consists of Scrip-
tures, then let us consider it as
God inspired. If the Old Testa-
ment is made up of Scriptures,
Paul was talking about the Old
as well as the New Testament.
In fact our Lord during His ear-
thly ministry, and His early
disciples had only the Old Testa-
ment.
In Leviticus 27:30 we are told

that the tithe is the Lord's. And
let us notice it does not say pro-
vided you are a Jew. In Luke
11:42 our Lord told some people
that they should tithe. And the
Book of Luke is part of the New
Testament. Can anyone find
just one Scripture in the New
Testament that says we are not
to tithe? Can anyone find a
Scripture in the New Testament
that discourages tithing in any
way? In I Corinthians 16:2 the
word tithe is not found. But it
says, "Upon the first day of
the week let every one of you
lay by him in store, as God
hath prospered him, that
there be no gatherings when I
come." Pray tell me how these
people could give as God had
prospered them unless each .one
gave the same percent?
Now what does our Lord say

about our using His tithe for
something else? That should be
an unthought of thing. But,
believe it or not, some of our
Lord's precious saints do that
very thing. But in Leviticus
27:31 God says, "And if a man
will at all redeem ought of his
tithes, he shall add thereto the
fifth part thereof." Our Lord
means business when He says,
"The tithe is the Lord's." This
word "redeem" comes from the
Hebrew word Goal, and it simp-
ly means to redeem. If a man
fails to pay his taxes, and his
property is sold for the tax, he
has a certain length of time; in
which he can redeem that pro-
perty by his paying the tax plus
interest. That is what the Scrip-
ture before us means. If we use
the Lord's tithes for something
else, He says we can redeem the
tithe by paying it plus 20 percent
interest on it. And if we fail to
redeem the Lord's tithe plus 20
percent interest, He gets it
anyway. And He has more ways
of collecting it than you or I
could ever think of. Have you
ever heard a man say, I have
more problems than I can han-
dle? I would not say that it is
always the case, but it just may
be that our Lord is doing some
collecting. He does not hold that
man up and collect His tithe. He
may just make him roll and
tumble all night. He can collect
His tithe in any way He chooses
to do it. Would it not be better
to gladly give God His tithes and
receive all those wonderful
blessings that He promises to
those who bring it all to Him?
Some years ago, a dear belov-

ed Brother told me that several
years before he had really hated
for pay day to come. He said his
money just would not permit
him to pay all of his bills when
they came due. He would have

(Continued on Page 4 Column 3)
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The blow at the outward man may be the greatest blessing to the inward man.
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SUBMIT QUESTIONS ON ANY BIBLE SUBJECT
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To what extent should a Christian become involved in politics?
Be specific and detailed.

CLYDE T.
EVER MAN

108 Burdsall Ave.
Ft. Mitchell, Ky.

41017

DEACON
Calvary

Baptist Church
Ashland, KY.

"Let every soul be subject
unto the higher powers, For
there be no power but of God:
the powers that be are ordain-
ed of God. Whosoever
therefore resisteth the power
resisteth the ordinance of
God: " (Rom. 13:1, 2).
"Render therefore unto
Caesar the things which are
Caesar's; and unto God the
things that are God's" (Matt.
22:21).
The Scripture shows us we are

under the rule of the govern-
ment, as well as under the rule
of God. There are limitations on
the rule of the government, but
there is no limitation on God's
right to rule in every sphere of
man's existence, both in the
social and the political realm.
The believer is always under

the rule of God in all his ac-
tivities. When he acts in the
political world, he is to act as a
Christian. The most and
foremost question for him is to
know the will of God. As a
citizen of his country he has the
privilege as well as an obligation
to take part in the political ac-
tivities of his country, keeping
mind that he is under the rule of
God and must act according to
His will. This means that he will
obey the laws even if he con-
siders some to be bad. Instead of
breaking those laws, he will
work to change those which he
considers wrong.
The Christian's first and

foremost obligation is to God.
Any political activity that would
not hinder or interfere with that
obligation can be done. I believe
that we all should vote and work
for those whom we consider the
best for the office in question. A
Christian could hold a political
office as long as it did not in-
terfere or hinder his work as a
servant of God. This would rule
out those who are called to full
time service in the Lord's work
from a full time position in the
government.

JAMES
HOBBS

At. 2, Box 182
McDermott, Ohio

45652

PASTOR
Kings Addition
Baptist Church
South Shore, Ky.

A Christian's main duty is to
serve the Lord in His church.
The commission to the church is
threefold. "Go ye therefore,
and teach all nations, baptiz-
ing them in the name of the
Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost: teaching
them to observe all things
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whatsoever I have command-
ed you: and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of
the world " (Matt. 28:19, 20).
We are to preach the gospel to
the lost, baptize the saved, and
teach the saved.

Strictly speaking, we are
citizens of a better kingdom.
"Who hath delivered us from
the power of darkness, and
hath translated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son."
(Col. 1:13).
We live in the land in which

we were born, and as natural
citizens have the responsibility
of obeying the laws of the land.
Jesus told us in Matthew 22:21
to "Render unto Caesar the
things that are Caesar's." We
are told in Romans 13 to obey
those who have the rule over us.
"Put them in mind to be sub-
ject to principalities and
powers, to obey magistrates,
to be ready to every good
work" (Titus 3:1).
As to getting involved in

politics, I feel we have a duty
toward our King and our true
kingdom, and not to the worldly
government in which we live.

SAM
WILSON
1490 North
Spring St.

Gladwin, MI
48624

PASTOR
Grace

Baptist Church
Gladwin, MI

I Timothy 2:1-3: "I Exhort
therefore, that, first of all,
supplications, prayers, in-
tercessions, and giving of
thanks, be made for all men;
For kings, and for all that are
in authority; that we may lead
a quiet and peaceable life in
all godliness and honesty; For
this is good and acceptable in
the sight of God our Saviour."

This is a difficult question to
deal with in detail. I say that
because there is very little Scrip-
ture that directly deals with this
issue. I think there are aspects
of this question that would de-
pend upon one's individual con-
science rather than what the Bi-
ble has to say. For an example
of this, I use the case of a Chris-
tian running for political office.
I know of some Christians who
would think this is wrong.
Others would not see anything
wrong with this at all. Personal-
ly, I see nothing wrong with this
as long as it does not cause one
to compromise his religious
beliefs and principles. We must
all admit that we could use some
Christianity in politics.

Let me mention a few things
that I believe every Christian
should do relative to politics.
First: we should all be
knowledgeable about politics. I
don't mean we are to know all
about it; but we should get to
know the candidates who are
running for office and know
what they stand for relative to
religious issues. Our voting deci-
sions should be based on sound
knowledge.

Secondly, we should always
vote. It is our right and our
obligation to vote for the person
we want in office. If you fail to
vote, then you have no right to

complain about the state of af-
fairs. We come up with all sorts
of excuses not to vote. These are
excuses we should do away with.

Thirdly, we should fight for
what we believe to be right.
Issues such as abortion and
-capital punishment are issues
that we, as God's people should
be willing to fight for. We
should write our Congressman,
and let our voice be heard. We
cannot run from these issues but
it is our political duty to fight. (I
do not mean physically).
We should make sure that

politics do not take the place
of God's Word in our pulpits.
The pulpit is for the preaching
of the Bible. Politics have no
place in our pulpits. I am not
saying that issues such as abor-
tion, etc. are not to be address-
ed. I am saying that churches
can be split over politics. It is
not my job as pastor to tell my
members who to vote for in an
election. I must leave that to
them and their consciences.

Let me mention one more
thing before closing. There is
nothing wrong with giving
financial support to a candidate
if that support does not come
from your tithes and offerings.
Supporting politics is not the
same as supporting the church.
I must add one more thing to

my one more thing. I almost left
out the most important part of
our political obligation. That is
our obligation to pray for those
in office. We need to ask God to
give them wisdom and direct
them in proper paths. May we
all become more faithful in this
part of politics. May God bless
you all.

DOCTRINE
(CoAtinued from Page 3)

to pay some of them this time
and let the others wait until next
pay day. He said his wife would
always say "we ought to start
tithing." He would say, "how
can we tithe when we cannot
meet all of our bills as it is?"
Finally, when he had just about
become desperate she said
again, "we ought to tithe." He
said, "all right, we cannot meet
our bills anyway, so take out the
tithe and we will pay what we
can." Then he said, "Brother
Cook, it was no time until we
had our bills under control, pay-
ing them when they were due."
Then he added, "I am afraid
not to tithe," "The fear of the
Lord is the beginning of
wisdom." Psalms 111:10. Oh
that more of us might learn to
fear Him.
This Brother's testimony

reminds me so much of that
sweet and precious promise in
Malachi 3:10 where we read,
"Bring ye all the tithes
into the storehouse, that there
may be meat in my house, and
prove me now herewith,
saith the Lord of hosts, if I
will not open you the windows
of heaven, and pour you out a
blessing that there shall not
be room enough to receive
it." The word "storehouse" here
comes .from"outsor" which
means a place to keep it until it
is put to use. And the word
meat" comes from "tereph"

which means provisions. Let us

take a close look at this precious
promise. First we see that it says
all the tithes. We cannot lay
claim to this promise unless we
give the Lord all of the tithes.
My wife and I are on retirement
income. The hospital and doctor
insurance premiums are taken
out before the checks are sent to
us. The question is, does the in-
surance premium need to be
counted as income? Let us put it
this way, if all of our income is
sent to us, and we have to mail
the premiums in, there is no pro-
blem about our knowing how
much should be counted as in-
come. My wife and I are so
eager to receive that wonderful
blessing promised to us that we
gladly tithe the insurance
premiums along with what we
actually get in our checks.
Then our Lord says, "Prove

me." He was really saying try
me, that is, put me to the test
and see if I am telling the truth.
I know by my own personal ex-
perience that He will do just ex-
actly what He says He will do.
How can any born-again Chris-
tian even think of being afraid to
put Him to the test? In Isaiah
46:11 He says, "I have spoken
it, I will also bring it to pass."
In Isaiah 40:8 Isaiah says "The
grass withereth, the flower
fadeth: but the Word of our
God shall stand for ever." Can
you and I have as much con-
fidence in God's Word as Isaiah
had, if not, why not? In Mat-
thew 24:35, Mark 13:31 our
Lord says, "Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my Word
shall not pass away." It will
stand for ever, so let us put our
faith in it. When God says a
thing it becomes His respon-
sibility to see that it comes to
pass. Still so many of His dear
saints seem to be afraid to trust
Him when He says He will open
the windows of Heaven and
pour us out a blessing that we
will not have room enough to
receive it. I believe it so strongly
that I would not be afraid to say
I will repay you your tithe if you
bring it all to Him just because
He says to do it, if He fails to do
what He has promised.
It is prophetic to hear

preachers say that Malachi 3:10
applies only to the Jews. But it
seems to me that this precious
promise was written at a strange
time if it were written only for
the Jews in Old Testament
times. More than three thou-
sand years of Old Testament
history had already come and
gone. The great majority of
those Jews had already died,
and, therefore, they could not
profit from that promise. Only
some four hundred years of the
Old Testament era remained.
So, to me, it just does not sound
right when someone says it was
written just for the Jews in Old
Testament times. Most of those
Jews of that time had been dead
for a long time, and, therefore,
could not profit from that
precious promise. I am persuad-
ed that if this promise has been
given only for the benefit of the
Jews our Lord would have had
Moses to include it in the pen-
tateuch in order that all the Jews
would have had the benefit from
it. He did not make a mistake
when He had Malachi put it in
the last Book of the Old Testa-
ment after the Old Testament
period of history was practically
over. So it was written for you
and me. If you have not already
tried it, I challenge you to do so.
I assure you God will not let you
down if you do it because He
says do it.

I rejoice greatly when I see
most of our members voluntarily
bringing, or sending the Lord's
tithe to His house. He could do

quite well without our givii
Him our tithe. But we all ne
that wonderful blessing
much. I realize that we have
few young women in the chut
here whose husbands are
members of the church. The
husbands work and draw ti
pay check, and without tf
husbands consent they cans
tithe what he makes. It is if
men who are working and ge
ting the pay check that God
looking to for His tithes. And
He gets all of it, he is ready of
eager to pour out that wonderf
blessing. It is strictly up to 11!

His telling us to bring fIt
His tithes should be all ti
reason we should need for us I
bring it. But if that does not f
results let us consider anoth
good reason for doing it. Bac'
our Lord left the wonderful jo!
of Heaven to come down to t1!
old sin-cursed earth He says
Haggai 2:8, "The silver'
mine, and the gold is mio
saith the Lord of hosts." The
in Psalms 24:1 we read, "Tt
earth is the Lord's, and th
fulness thereof, the world at
they that dwell therein." h
owned the whole earth aloe
with everything in it, so
everything on it. He could oc
lie down on someone else's prc
perty, because it all belonged"
Him. But in II Corinthians 8
we read, "Though he ws
rich, yet for your salt'
He became poor, that
through - His poyeri
might be rich." The Greel
have two main words for pod
One is "penes", and the perle
man is one who is so poor he h"
to work for his living. The oth
one is "ptocheuo," and ti
ptocheuo man is one who is 01
tually a pauper. That is
word used in II Corinthians 8:
Our dear lord actually became
pauper in order that you and
might be spiritual millionaire
In Matthew 8:20 He says, "Ill
foxes have holes, and ti"
birds of the air have nests; h"
the Son of man hath not whet,
to lay His head." Since He sio
fered poverty for us, how can
afford to not give Him
tithes? In Deuteronomy 8:18
read, "But thou shs'
remember the LORD th
God, for it is he that give,
thee power to get wealth."
He were to withhold that pow_e"
what would be your lot? If 

,

ways were our ways, w10
would happen to those who s"
too greedy to give Him 0
tithes?

Then when our dear Lor,
came to Gethsemane we are W'
that He sweat as it were gre"
drops of blood failing down'
the ground.Oh beloved, this or"
the result of God's wrath 0"
was justly ours falling upon 0'
dear substitute literally fora'
some of His precious blood 0,1
through the pores of His sk0
And then when He came to th"
awful mock trial, they place
that awful crown of thorr
upon His precious head causi0
some of His blood to run doo
over His face. They beat 0
back to a pulp. And when Of
nailed Him to that awful pole
hear Him saying "My God, 111
God, why hast thou forsake'
me.") He did not do any of do
suffering for Himself. Rathi
He did it for us. And if we fait!
give Him all of His tithes,
really gets cheated in the de°,
Did He suffer enough for ØI

to deserve all of His tithes?
He did why do we not give it
Him? If we can really and till
consider what He has done 1(
us, and still keep His tithes, '"

(Continued on Page 5 Column 2)



Great men are generally prepared for great deeds by great trials.
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SUBMIT QUESTIONS ON ANY BIBLE SUBJECT
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In a church wedding, should the woman speak at all?

DAN
PHILLIPS

Rt. 6, Box 611A
Bristol, TN

37620

PASTOR
New Testament
RtIptist Church
Bristol, TN

It is true that I Corinthians
14:34 says, "Let your women
keep silence in the churches:
for it is not permitted unto
them to speak; but they are
commanded to be under obe-
dience, as also saith the law."
Verse 35 says, "And if they will
learn any thing, let them ask
their husbands at home: for it
is a shame for women to speak
in the church." Of course we
have the same teaching in I
Timothy 2:11-15.
Paul speaking in I Corin-

thians 14:34 says as also saith
the law. This has reference to
Genesis 3:16 where God said,
'Unto the woman he said, I
will greatly multiply thy sor-
row and thy conception; in
sorrow thou shalt bring forth
children; and thy desire shall
be to thy husband, and he
shall rule over thee."

It is true that God ordained
that man was to be the head of
,the woman, and that she should
'le in subjection to him. It is true
that men would be called into
the ministry, to teach and pray.
Paul said in I Timothy 2:8, "I
will therefore that men pray
everywhere..." If this be true,
and it is, God has never called a
woman to preach, pray, or
testify in the church. I have
heard women say, "The Lord
led me to testify, or the Lord led
me to pray in church." Beloved,
the Lord will not lead contrary
to His Word, so these women
must be lying.

Getting back to the question.
A church wedding is not a wor-
ship service, and the building is
not the church. At a wedding
very few church people are pre-
sent. I see nothing wrong with
the woman taking her vows in a
cliurch wedding. I do suppose
You have reference to a church
wedding when referring to hav-
ing a wedding in the building. I
hope that I have been of some
help,

DAVID S.
WEST

Rt. I, Box 271
Cross, SC
29436

PASTOR:
Landmark
Missionary
Baptist
Church

N. Charleston.
SC

When Christ attended the
Wedding in Cana of Galilee, He
gave no instructions as to
Whether a woman should or
should not speak, if a wedding
should be performed in a church
budding.
A church wedding is a wed-

ding that takes place in a church
building. I have never attended
a church wedding that: took
Place during the worship ser-
vice. A marriage is a civil act. A
marriage can be performed in a
church building or in a home or
some other place. It is just as

legal when performed in the
home as in the church building.
When a man and a woman

are joined together in holy
matrimony in a church building
the woman may say, "I do" or,
"I will." The coming together is
for the purpose of uniting a man
and woman in marriage. It. is
not a coming together for wor-
ship service. In a worship ser-
vice a woman may not speak.
for the Scriptures say, "it is not
permitted for her to speak in
the assembly." (I Cor. 14:34).

 Naa.

DOCTRINE
(Continued from Page 4)

might we well take it and buy
popcorn and candy. He can get
along just fine without it. But
what about us? Do we need that
wonderful blessing? If we do
need it, then meet His require-
ment for it.
Miaow orwwwwwww ir w wwww w Rowe wawa,

GRACE
(Continued from Page I)

this sermon "grace" and all
would know what I mean. But
since men are deceived and
depraved, I will have you to
think of the word irresistible as
we think upon the grace of God.
Let me say firstly that I do not
like to be labeled a Calvinist.
Many refer to the doctrines of
grace as Calvin's doctrines. The
doctrines of grace are Bible doc-
trines, and were believed and
preached long, long before John
Calvin was ever born. He believ-
ed the truth about grace, and
that is fine and well; but they
did not originate with him.
Another reason I do not like to
be labeled a Calvinist is because
He was an enemy of the Lord.
He was not a Baptist. He oppos-
ed the work of the Lord. Under
his recommendation some Bap-
tists were put to death. So I am
a Bible believing Baptist, and
not a Calvinist.
Sometimes we refer to the

doctrines of grace as the TULIP
doctrines. The letters in this
name stand for definite doc-
trines found in the Word of God
concerning grace. The T stands
for total depravity. The U
stands for unconditional elec-
tion. The L stands for limited
atonement. The 1 for irresistible
grace, and the P for
perserverence and preservation
of the elect of God. The
aforementioned doctrines are
not those which will appeal to
the flesh. That's why they are
hated so. This is why,when men
hear them preached they
become angered. Man does not
like to see himself helpless, and
this is where these doctrines
leave him. The irresistible grace
of God fits perfectly along with
all of these other grace
teachings. We that preach the
truth found in the Bible don't
have to wiggle and squirm when
questioned about what we
believe. We don't have to worry
about any other portion of the
Word of God destroying this
teaching.
Oh, how we can make the

water-god Campbellite squirm
with the Word of God. My, how
we, can take the Bible and make
liars of all men who preach
works for salvation. tell you
beloved, no Baptist has ever

squirmed on the doctrines of
grace. No man has ever nor
shall he ever find one verse of
Scripture to contradict the
teachings of grace in the Bible.
Irresistible grace is taught from
Genesis to Revelation. Men
have always been saved by grace
and they will continue to be sav-
ed by grace. Grace has always
been grace. Grace has always
been unmerited favor. Works
have never been involved in
grace, otherwise it would not be
grace. Paul said, "And if by
grace, then is it no more of
works otherwise grace is no
more grace. But if it be of
works, then is it no more
grace." I wish all of those who
say they are working their way
to heaven would quit
singing"Amazing Grace." They
don't believe it. In fact, when
they hear it preached they want
to fight you. Let me show you
that irresistible grace is backed
up by and corresponds with the
other teachings of grace.

I. Irresistible grace is sup-
ported by total depravity. Total
depravity is the Bible teaching
that man is totally dead in
trespasses and sins. That from
head to foot, inside,outside, up-
side down, he is totally and com-
pletely dead. Ephesians 2:1
says, "and you hath be
quickened, who were dead in
trespasses and sins." Now, the
Arminian knows what the word
dead means until he comes to
this verse. The Arminian
believes that a dead man is
unable to do anything for
himself. The Arminian knows
that the man down at the
funeral home is unable to come
out of the casket to help himself
in any way. The Arminian
would not argue those points, and
he doesn't seem to have any
trouble with the word dead. But
when he reads Ephesians 2:1 he
loses his understanding of the
word "dead." The Arminian
reads this and says man is not
totally dead, but rather he has a
little life in him. Now this is
about as stupid a thing as a man
could say. You can't be half
dead or half alive. You can only
be dead or alive. The Bible says
that man is dead. Therefore he
must be totally dead. Notice
what John 6:44 says, "No man
can come to me, except the
Father which hath sent me
draw him: and I will raise him
up at the last day." No man
has ever or shall he ever come to
Christ by his own power. He is
dead and unable to do so. Now,
the bible states that whosoever
will come to Christ shall be sav-
ed, and Jesus said, "Come unto
me, all ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and I will give
you rest" (Matt. 11:28). The
Bible teaches that men cannot
come of themselves, but that
they will come. John 6:37 says,
"All that the Father giveth me
shall come to me; and him
that cometh to me I will in no
wise cast out." So how do they
come? They come by the ir-
resistible grace of God. John
said under inspiration, that no
man could come to Christ except
he be drawn by God. Thus,
there is no contradiction in
scripture. Man cannot come
because he is dead, but some
will come because of the Grace
of God. Man of himself is

unable to believe, unable to
have faith in God, unable to
produce any good works; for he
is dead. In order for man to be
saved, tlje grace of our Lord
must intervene. Thus, because
of this depravity, irresistible
grace is a true doctrine.

II. Irresistible grace is true
because of election. Election is
that doctrine which teaches that
God has a chosen people. In
eternity past before creation,
God in His sovereignty chose a
people from among Adam's
race. He chose that He would
save these and that they would
be His heirs. Ephesians 1:4-5
says, "According as he hath
chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and
without blame before him in
love: Having predestinated us
unto the adoption of children
by Jesus Christ to himself, ac-
cording to the good pleasure
of his will." This is another
portion of the Word of God
where the Arminian loses his
knowledge of the English
language. The Arminian knows
what the words chosen and
predestinated mean until he
reads these verses, and then he
says they don't mean what they
say. Well beloved, no matter if
men close their eyes to election,
or if they run from it, or try to
ignore it; the fact remains that it
is the prominent teaching of the
Word of God. God chose a peo-
ple, and all of those He chose
will be drawn by the Spirit of
God. It only stands to reason
that if God predestinated a peo-
ple ,unto salvation, they shall
and must be saved, it also stands
to reason that if God chose to
save a particular. people, He did
not and does not intend to save
all men. The majority of the
preachers (so called) in our land
today are preaching a god who
wants to save everyone. They
are preaching a god who is in
heaven crying his eyes out
because men will not accept him
and let him into their hearts.
Dear friend, this kind of a god is
strange to the Word of God. The
Bible, nowhere in its Holy
pages, will support this kind of
teaching. The God of the Bible
has chosen a people and those
whom He has chosen will ir-
resistibly come unto Him. In
Acts 13:48, Paul and Barnabas
were preaching in Antioch; and
some folk were saved. I want
you to notice who these were
that were saved. "And when
the Gentiles heard this, they
were glad, and glorified the
word of the Lord: and as
many as were ordained to
eternal life believed." God
had a chosen peole in Antioch,
and the Lord sent preachers into
that city. When they heard the
preaching, and I'm sure they
preached Jesus, those chosen
Gentiles believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ as their Saviour
and were saved. These dead sin-
ners were moved upon by the
Holy Spirit to trust in Christ.
The irresistible grace of God
was wrought in their lives
because they were the elect of
God. Notice the others were
dead, and they remained dead
and they cared not that they
were dead. Without grace there
is no salvation.
III. Irresistible grace is true

because of the Bible doctrine of
the limited atonement. This
doctrine teaches that Jesus died
only for the elect of God, Most
men are preaching that Jesus
died for all, and that if you
believe that you will be saved.
'the Bible does not even hint
towards this last theory. The Bi-
ble is as plain as it can be on this
matter of the atonement. Jesus

said, "I am the good
shepherd: the good shepherd
giveth his life for the sheep."
(John 10:11). He said a few
moments later to some of the
Jews who were standing there,
"But ye believe not, because
ye are not of my sheep, as I
said unto you. My sheep hear
my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me" (John
10:26-27). Jesus died only for
the sheep. Why does the Armi-
nian say differently? Jesus
said this as plain as He could say
it. He told the Jews standing
there that He would not die for
them. He told them that they
were not His sheep. Listen, you
don't have the authority to tell
lost sinners that Jesus died for
them, and that He loved them.
If Jesus died for them they will
believe. You just preach the
gospel to the sinner and God will
take care of the rest. Jesus
knows whom He died for and
whom He has loved from eterni-
ty, but we don't. So then ir-
resistible grace must be true
because of the doctrine of a
limited atonement. If Christ suf-
fered and died to redeem a peo-
ple, they will surely come to
Him in repentance and faith.
Christ did not die in vain, and
John 6:37 will stand, "All that
the Father giveth me shall
come to me."
The next thing I want you to

notice is the salvation experience
of Bible characters. There is not
one experience of salvation in
the Bible which would con-
tradict what I have already said.
All in the Bible were saved by
the irresistible grace of God.
None of them came by
themselves, but rather they were
all drawn by the power of the
Spirit of God. The first
character which comes to mind
is Paul. This event is found in
Acts 9:1-5. You will find in this
account of Paul's salvation that
Paul was not looking for Jesus
Christ. Paul was on his way to
persecute one of the Lord's true
churches. He had hatred in his
heart for the people of God, and
if he found any, he was going to
bind them and bring them to
Jerusalem. While traveling
along this road which lead to
Damascus a light shone from
heaven. Paul was struck to the
ground and heard the voice of
the Lord. The grace of God
came from heaven in power, and
Paul fell to the ground. I have
heard people say that God
would not force Himself on
anyone. Well I think Paul
would tell you a different story.
Notice that Paul did not ask for
it neither did God ask Paul if he
would let Him do it. Paul was
not saved by good works or by
praying through. Paul was sav-
ed by the grace of God, and this
grace was irresistible. I have
heard people talking about so
and so resisting the Spirit of
God. Beloved, no man can resist
the Spirit of God. The Holy
Spirit is God, and when He
comes in the work of salvation
granting repentance and faith
none can resist Him.

Another Bible character we
will look at is the mad-man of
the Gadarenes. This is found in
Mark 5:1-15. We find in this
story a man who is mad or out of
his right mind. This man was
not searching for Jesus Christ.
They had him chained and
bound because of his condition.
This man on top of all of this
was possessed by demons. He
was a very wicked man and
there was no godliness found in
him. This man is a good picture

(Continued on Page 6 Column 1)
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Grace teaches us in the midst of life's greatest comforts to be willing to die, and in the midst of the greatest crosses to be willing to live.

GRACE
(Continued from Page 5)

of all men. All are bound by sin
and chained to it. We are unable
to lift ourselves above this condi-
tion. All men are mad. They'
love sin and will not turn from it
even though the result of their
sins is eternal punishment. This
man could not help himself, but
notice Jesus comes to him. Jesus
works a work of grace in his life.
The mad man is now a new
creation. He turns from sin and
becomes a worshipper of Jesus
Christ. This work of grace was
done irresistibly. This mad man
was a chosen vessel of God, and
it was time for him to be saved.
Notice that even the demons
cannot prevent the work of the
Spirit. Demons are far more
powerful than humans are, and
if they cannot prevent God from
working, what makes men think
that they can? These are only
two examples of salvation found
in the Bible. All others were sav-
ed in like manner, by the power
of God. when Jesus said "no
man can come unto me," He
spoke of all men in all ages.
Thus, these two examples are
sufficient to prove the irresisti-
ble grace of God.
Now what if this doctrine is

not true? If it is not true the po-
wer of salvation lies with man.
The power to accept or reject the
Lord would lie with man. Notice
what John 19:11 says. Jesus told
Pilate, "Thou couldest have
no power at all against me,
except it were given thee from
above." Without irresistible
grace no man could be saved.
Daniel 4:35 says, "all the in-
habitants of the earth are
reputed as nothing: and he
doeth according to his will in
the army of heaven and
among the inhabitants Of the
earth and none can stay his
hand or say unto him. What
doest thou?" Again and again
we see that man has no power
over God. God sits in the
heavens ruling and reigning and
doing as His sovereign will
pleases. He has planned and
purposed all thinKs which will
take place, and all things are
coming about in accordance
with His plan.
To deny irresistible grace is to

deny the power of God. When
you deny this doctrine you, in
your mind anyway, are taking
God from His throne and usurp-
ing His authority. To deny ir-
resistible grace is to deny the
plain teaching of the Bible. You
have to throw much of Scripture
out to believe otherwise. You
must contradict Scripture to get
rid of the doctrines of grace.
Without irresistible grace we
would not have any examples of
salvation in the Bible. We could
not use Jairus's daughter in
Mark 5 as an example of salva-
tion. There she lay dead and
helpless until Jesus came and
told her to rise. Without it we
could not use Lazarus as a pic-
ture of salvation. There he also
lay until Jesus came and said
unto him, "Lazarus come
forth." Lazarus did not resist for
he was called from above. He
was one of the elect of God.
This doctrine is a great doc-

trine of the Word of God. It is a
treasured doctrine that many re-
joice in and find comfort in. It is
also great in that it exalts God
and puts man in his rightful
place. Any doctrine which exalts
man cannot be a true doctrine.
All Scripture exalts God. This
doctrine is a hidden treasure.
The scholars of the world cannot
understand it, but it still stands
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there as plain as the nose on
your face. I hope God will use
this sermon to show someone the
truth about His grace.

HE LOVED
(Continued from Page 1)

John 13:1 tells us, His loved
ones which were in the world.
Hebrews 7:24, 25 tells us, "But
this man, because he con-
tinueth forever, bath an un-
changeable priesthood.
Wherefore he is able also to
save them to the uttermost
that come unto God by him,
seeing he ever liveth to make
intercession for them."

We have a good Biblical ex-
ample of this in God's Word
concerning Jacob and Esau.
Three times God puts Jacob, the
younger brother, ahead of Esau,
the elder brother. Twice, the
Lord stated, "Jacob have I lov-
ed but Esau have I hated."
(Malachi 1:1, 2; Romans
9:8-13).

So you see, God's love and
salvation reaches only to
believers. In John 3:16 the
unbeliever is now in a constant
state of perishing; in John 3:18
the unbeliever is now under
God's condemnation; and in
John 3:36, the unbeliever has
God's wrath abiding upon him,
right now, not later. So the
unbeliever is already locked
up in God's prison house of the
doomed and damned waiting
the consumation of his eternal
fate in the lake of fire (Rev.
20:11-15).

Preachers and teachers who
fail to preach and teach these
truths in the _power of the Holy
Spirit are one of the causes for
there being no fear of God in the
eyes of the worldling of today
(Rom. 3:18).

Some may ask, "doesn't God
call all men unto salvation with
the, same call of the Holy
Spirit?" The answer to this
question is: no, He doesn't. In
Romans 8:28-30 we find that all
that God predestinates to be
conformed to the image of
Christ are not only called by
God unto salvation; but are also
justified and are already in the
plan of God's eternal purposes,
glorified. Now, either you
believe that God doesn't call all
men to eternal salvation with the
same call of the Holy Spirit, or
you must believe that all men
will be finally saved. You see,
God's predestination unto eter-
nal salvation is for believers on-
ly. All unbeliever's final destiny
is eternal punishment in the lake
of fire. (Rev. 21:8).

Jesus Christ didn't pray for
all men alike. In 'John 17:1-10
we find in verses 2 and 3, "As
thou hast given him power
over all flesh, that he should
eternal life to as many as thou
hast given him. And this is
life eternal, that they might
know thee, the only true God
and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent." In John 17: 8, 9,
"For I have given unto them
the words which thou gayest
me; and they have received
them, and have known surely
that I came out from thee, and
they have believed that thou
didst send me. I pray for
them: I pray not for the
world, but for them which
thou hast given me; for they
are thine." Please read, several
times, John 17:2, 3, 8 and 9;
and tell me if Jesus didn't pray
only for His loved ones which
were in the world. There are no
unbelievers in this group that
He prays His high priestly

prayer for.
In John 13:1-26 we want to

notice some thoughts concerning
the apostle Peter in this passage
of Scripture. I (Vs. 1-8). Peter is
a disciple with a defiant heart.
In verses 8 Peter said, you'll

never wash my feet,Lord.

Verses 6 and 7 prove to us
that Peter understood what the
Lord was doing physically, but
he had no concept of the
spiritual meaning behind this
action of our Lord. The hands
represent our service and the
feet our walk with the Lord. In
Exodus 30:17-21 before Aaron
could take the blood of the
sacrifice into the Holiest, he had
to first stop at the brazen laver
that was filled with clean water
There Aaron must wash his
hands and feet, and as he did so
he could see himself in his reflec-
tion in the bottom water, as one
who daily needed his hands; ser-
vice, and feet; walk for the Lord
cleansed before he could serve
the Lord acceptably. This is the
lesson our Lord was teaching
Peter and His other disciples in
John 13:8. our Lord said to
Peter, "If I wash thee not,
thou hast no part with me."

Now take a few moments and
read very carefully John 10:1-5,
27, 28 and compare these words
to I John 1:5-9. Children, are
we making certain that we are
daily walking in yoke-fellowship
with our Lord by daily coming
to Him in prayer and Bible
study that we might be daily
cleansed from the defilement
that fastens to us as we journey
through this wicked world?

II. John 13:9, 10, Peter was a
disciple with a heart that was
lacking in spiritual understan-
ding. Peter cried out, "Lord,
not my feet only, but also my
hands and my head." Start at
my head Lord, and wash me all
over, down to and including my
feet. In John 13:10 our Lord
answered Peter, "he that is
washed, or he that is saved or
born again needeth not save
to to wash his feet, but is
clean every whit...", or never
needs total cleaning or salvation
again, but once he is saved is
saved eternally.

Don't you understand, all of
this is in the context of verse
one, "having loved his own
which were in the world, he
loved them unto the end "? Or,
our Lord's end or goal was to
make certain that each and
everyone of His own, which
were in the world, received of
Him eternal salvation. If He
failed to attain this goal for one,
or if one of His own are ever lost
then none can ever be eternally
saved, for He would have failed
to attain his goal for His own.

III. John 13:21-24. Peter was
a disciple with an unhearing ear.
Peter could not hear what Jesus
said in verse 21. He had to ask
someone else. It was the one
that had his head on the breast
of the Lord, or the one resting
the nearest to the Lord that
could hear what He said, and
give answer to Peter. Yet in
Mark 16:7 the messenger of God
said on resurrection morning
"But go your way, tell his
disciples and Peter that he
goeth before you into Galilee:
there shall ye see him, as he
said unto you." So, though
Peter was a disciple with a de-
fiant heart, lacked spiritual
understanding at times, and
sometimes had an unhearing
ear; the Lord didn't neglect or
forget him, but had a special

word for him to encourage the
heart of one who cursed and
denied Him and then went out

and wept bitterly.
So, you see child of God, your

walk and service may not be at
all that they should be at times.
But the Lord will not fail to at-
tain His goal for you, which is
eternal salvation. He has not
forgotten about you. You are
still His child. He only awaits
your turning to Him with a
repentant, broken heart; and He
will cleanse your walk and ser-
vice, return you to full
fellowship with Him, restore
again the joy of your salvation,
and fill you anew and afresh
with the manifestation of the
presence and power of His Holy
Spirit that your walk and service
may again be acceptable in His
sight. So if you are broken,

. troubled, and heartsick; just
come and lay it all on Jesus, for
His yoke is easy and His burden
is light. God bless you.

MESSAGE
(Continued from Page 1)

(Eze. 11:5). "Therefore the
word of the Lord came to
Jeremiah from the Lord, say-
ing, Thus saith the Lord"
(Jer. 34:12, 13). "Moreover the
Lord spake again unto Ahaz,
saying" (Isa. 7:10). "Write the
things which thou hast seen,
and the things which are, and
the things which shall be
hereafter" (Rev. 1:19).

Introduction. — The above
verses of Holy Scriptures are
given as a springboard for our
text today. Our message, "What
is the Message of the Pulpit," is
most important, and needs to be
considered in light of most so-
called Bible preaching going on
in the world. Where is the man
of God supposed to be getting
his message for Sunday? Unfor-
tunately, more often than not,
many a pastor is so busy doing
everything else, that he gets his
messages from one of the follow-
ing sources: (1). The National
Headquarters of his church af-
filiation — Here the busy pastor
is given his basic outline and
then told ahead of time what he
is to speak about and what he is
to say while in the pulpit
preaching the Word of God; (2).
The Sword of the Lord or some
other religious paper; (3). So-
meone else's sermon notebook;
and beloved, there are many
of them around in today's
world; (4). Taking notes from
some, other preachers when
away at a pastor's meeting or a
Bible conference; (5). Or, some
so-called "Spiritual person" in
your congregation attempts to
tell you what ought to be
declared from the pulpit. This
pastor is not saying that the
man of God can not use helps?
But if that is all that he ever
gives to his people, then he is not
doing the job that God has call-
ed him to do. Beloved, too
often, the busy pastor does not
take the proper time to study the
Word of God and come up with
something fresh and new from
God's Word, and that week
after week — but he most cer-
tainly should! There is no ex-
cuse under the sun — the man
of God should diligently seek
God's face and what God would
have him to present the folk of
God that he has been entrusted
with as the Bishop.

Thus our question is most in-
teresting and it does deserve an
answer. The only answer that a
Bible believing pastor can give is
this one: "Thus saith the
Lord." Whether the man of
God is teaching, exhorting,
preaching or just challenging the

Saints of God, his message
ought always to be "Thus saith
the Lord" or he ought not stand
before the people of God and say
anything. Someone is going to
say," why pastor, you are so
hard-headed on this matter."
You are right! I most certainly
am and that without any
apology. If you don't have
God's message, don't preach.
That brings us to our message
and the purpose of which I per-
sonally believe that God has laid
this burden on my heart.
I. Thus saith the

Lord — ought to always
be the message of the
man of God. One can begin
searching the Old Testament
books and immediately they will
note that in those thirty-nine
books, some 3,808 times the
phrase "Thus saith the Lord"
or a similar statement is used.
Thus the Old Testament can be
and ought to be searched and
the reader will discover that the
prophet of God spake not as
himself, but always as God's
spokesman. There is no excep-
tion to the case! Remember, we
are speaking of God's prophets,
not the prophets of the world.
In the Old Testament, one

first runs across a man of God
— a man by the name of Noah.
He was a faithful preacher of the
Word of God. We are told in the
book of Hebrews, "By faith
Noah, being warned of God of
things not seen as yet, moved
with fear, prepared an ark to
the saving of his house; by the
which he condemned the
world and became heir of the
righteousness which is by
faith" (He. 11:7). Much could
be said about this man, but the
record of the Holy Scriptures is
this: he feared the Lord and thus
literally obeyed the commands
of God. Secondly, as one con-
tinues to read in the Old Testa-
ment, it is not long before one
reads about Moses. Moses, a
mighty prophet of God,
declared unto the Nation of
Israel all the Words of God in a
time when the Word was not
popular. But that did not stop
him from presenting unto a
wicked people the truth as God
had revealed it unto him. In
fact, we are told that God would
raise up a prophet unto the peo-
ple liken unto Moses -
Deuteronomy 18.
As we continue to read the

Old Testament, many years pass
before we find our next
spokesman that I wish to briefly
consider: Elijah. This man of
God literally confronted the
wicked king Ahab, and that not
with his words of wisdom, but
with the word of Almighty God.
Elijah told the king that it was
his fault that the judgment of
God had come upon the people.
He literally pointed his long
bony finger in .the face of the
king and said: "And it came to
pass, when Ahab said unto
him, Art thou he, that
troubleth Israel? And he
answered, I have not troubled
Israel; but thou, and thy
father's house, in that ye have
forsaken the commandments
of the Lord, and thou hast
followed Balaam" (I Kings
18:17-18). Jeremiah the weeping
prophet, also proclaimed the
Word of the Lord to a very sick
and troubled Nation. It was not
an easy time, for the people did
not want to hear what he had to
say. Nevertheless, the prophet
of God faithfully preached
God's Word at great cost to
himself. Oh to God, that we
could have some men today
stand in the gap as did this man
and preach the truth of God's
wonderful Word. But we have
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(Read Revelation 11)
In our message of last week,

we noticed the time of the end.
And what a picture this tenth
chapter did present to us relative
to the time of the end. It surely
presented to us a picture of ma-
jesty. We saw in it the Lord
Jesus, clothed with a cloud, with
a rainbow about His head, His
face shining as the sun, and His
feet glistening as fire. It pictured
to us the Lord Jesus with a Bible
in His hand, His left foot on the
earth, His right foot in the sea,
crying with a voice like the roar
of a lion.

Furthermore, it showed Him
standing thus with His hand
lifted up to heaven, declaring
the end of time. For example,
we read in Revelation 10:6,
•• ."there should be time no
Longer."
Now this eleventh chapter

logically follows this lesson that
we studied last week. This
eleventh chapter tells us of the
great consummation day when
time actually shall end, and
when the kingdoms of this world
shall become the kingdoms of
our Lord and His Christ, and
When He shall reign forever and
ever. It is indeed a joy for us to
take up this eleventh chapter,
and study it carefully, in view of
the fact that it tells us of that
day which we all have looked
forward to, namely, the day
when the kingdoms of this world
will become the kingdoms of our
Lord, and He shall become the
possessor of this world.

I. Measuring the Temple.
"And there was given me a

reed like unto a rod: and the
angel stood, saying, Rise, and
measure the temple of God,
and the altar, and them that
worship therein. But the
court which is without the
temple leave out, and
measure it not; for it is given
unto the Gentiles: and the ho-
ly city shall they tread under
foot forty and two months."
(Rev. 11: 1, 2).
By this act of measuring the

temple, we thus see the Lord
Jesus Christ taking possession.
Actually this is the act of ap-
propriation. The Lord Jesus
Christ is about to take posses-
sion, and what He measures
from this moment on is His. It is
highly significant that the first
thing that will be subject to
Jesus alone, will be the Jewish
temple. All the city and the
court around the temple are still
in the hands of the Gentiles. But
the temple itself is first of all ap-
propriated and taken possession
of by Jesus.
The court, as I say, and the

city of Jerusalem, were not
measured — were not yet ap-
propriated by Him, as they are
not His. They must be trodden
down by the Gentiles for 42
months yet. You understand,
the last half of the tribulation
period is vet to ensue, and dur-
ing this list half of the tribula-
tion period, the city of
Jerusalem will be trodden down
by ungodly Gentiles. I might say
that the mass of the nation, that
is, the Jewish nation, are in
idolatry, and they are worshipp-
ing the anti-Christ. Now the
Lord Jesus must tread this out
before He takes complete
Possession. Forty-two months
will thus be required before
Christ is Lord of all. May I im-
press it upon you, beloved, what
we have seen by way of Jesus'
measuring the temple and ap-
propriating it unto Himself,
takes place approximately at the
middle of the tribulation period.
It requires all the balance of this
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hellish reign of terror for the
anti-Christ to run his course,
and for our Lord to take posses-
sion of this world entirely. Dur-
ing this three and a half years,
the last half of the tribulation
period, many momentous things
will take place. This chapter
tells us fully concerning this
anti-Christian period.

II. The Two Witnesses.
"And I will give power unto

my two witnesses, and they
shall prophecy a thousand
two hundred and threescore
days clothed in sackcloth.
These are the two olive trees,
and the two candlesticks,
standing before the God of
the earth. And if any man
will hurt tliem, fire pro-
ceedeth out of their mouth,
and devoureth their enemies:

John R. Gilpin

and if any man will hurt
them he must in this manner
be killed. These have power
to shut heaven, that it rain not
in the days of their prophecy:
and have power over waters to
turn them to blood, and to
smite the earth with all
plagues, as often as they will.
And when they shall have
finished their testimony, the
beast that ascendeth out of the
bottomless shall make war
against them, and shall over-
come them, and kill them.
And their dead bodies shall
lie in the street of the great ci-
ty, which spiritually is called
Sodom and Egypt, where also
our Lord was crucified. And
they of the people and kin-
dreds and tongues and na-
tions shall see their dead
bodies three days and an half,
and shall not suffer their dead
bodies to be put in graves.
And they that dwell upon the
earth shall rejoice over them,
and make merry, and shall
send gifts one to another;
because these two prophets
tormented them that dwell on
the earth. And after three
days and an half the Spirit of
life from God entered into
them, and they stood upon
their feet; and great fear fell
upon them which saw them.
And they heard a great voice
from heaven saying unto
them, Come up hither. And
they ascended up to heaven in
a cloud; and their enemies
beheld them" (Rev. 11:3-12).
Now, beloved, it is highly

conspiciuous that even though
the anti-Christ is here at work,
and even though the city of
Jerusalem must be trodden
down for three and a half years
yet, along with the blasphemous
horde of the followers of the
anti-Christ — in spite of that
fact, it is highly conscpicuous
that during this period of forty-
two months, our Lord will have
two notable witnesses at work in
the city of Jerusalem. I rather
imagine that He will have more
than two witnesses. If I unders-
tand correctly, there will pro-
bably be a number that will be
saved during this tribulation

period, and all of them-will be
witnesses for our Lord, and all
of them in all probability will
seal their testimony with their
life's blood and will go to heaven
as martyrs.
However, there are two

noteworthy and notable
witnesses that our Lord will
have in this world, directing His
work during this period of
tribulation. I rather imagine
that those two witnesses will
probably be noted saints from
heaven. I think that I can say
that they are two noted prophets
who have been thousands of
years in heaven, who are just as
capable of death and the resur-
rection as ever. I speak of Enoch
and Elijah.
Of Enoch we read, beloved,

that he never died, but rather
that he was taken to heaven
without seeing death. "And
Enoch walked with God: and
he was not; for God took him"
(Gen. 5:24).

As for Elijah, he too went
aloft without ever dying. "And
it came to pass, as they still
went on, and talked, that,
behold, there appeared a
chariot of fire, and horses of
fire, and parted them both
asunder; and Elijah went up
by a whirlwind into heaven"
(II Kings 2:11).

I do not think that I am
presuming too much when I say
that I feel reasonably sure that
the two witnesses whom our
Lord has here during the
tribulation period to carry on
His work, are none other than
Enoch and Elijah. We shall
identify them more completely
as we study this passage of
Scripture.

It might be interesting to
notice that Jesus Christ was
once in heaven. In fact, He was
there throughout all the endless
ages of eternity, prior to the time
when He was born in Bethlehem
of Judea. Then it was that He
came to earth, and lived here for
a space of a little better than 30
years. After His death on
Calvary, He arose from the dead
and ascended back into heaven.
The same could be said to be

true of the Apostle Paul in a
measure. There was a time
when Paul was caught up to
heaven. Listen; "It is not expe-
dient for me doubtless to
glory. I will come to visions
and revelations of the Lord. I
knew a man in Christ above
fourteen years ago, (whether
in the body, I cannot tell; or
whether out of the body, I
cannot tell: God knoweth;)
How that he was caught up in-
to paradise, and heard
unspeakable words, which it
is not lawful for a man to ut-
ter- III Cor. 12: 1, 2,4).

After that Paul had been
caught up to heaven, he came
back to this world, lived here
and worked here; he established
churches here; did missionary
work here; he carried on the
work of our Lord in this world,
and then died. And someday,
the Apostle Paul is going to rise
again.
The same can be said to be

true of the Apostle John. Go
back to the early chapters of this
book of Revelation and you will
find that John was caught up, in
a sense, into heaven. In fact,this
whole book of Revelation is but
an unfolding of what John saw
and heard when he was caught
up into heaven. Then after-
wards, beloved, he came back to
this earth, carried on his mis-
sion, even writing the book of
Revelation, and at a later date,
died.

So you can see, beloved, it is
true that Jesus, Paul, and John
were in heaven. They came to
earth, they died. Why then
would it seem incredible to
believe that Enoch and Elijah _
who are now in heaven and who
never yet have died — why
would it seem incredible to
believe that these two might not
come back to this earth, live,
witness, bare record and preach
the gospel, and then when their
ministry is finished, die just as is
the experience of Christ, Paul,
and John.
One reason why I feel

definitely sure that this will take
place, and that Enoch and Eli-
jah are these two witnesses, is
the fact that Enoch and Elijah
both were judgment prophets.
Let's turn to the book of Jude
and see this truth: "And Enoch
also, the seventh from Adam,
prophesied of these, saying,
Behold, the Lord cometh with
ten thousands of his saints, to
execute judgment upon all,
and to convince all that are
ungodly among them of all
their ungodly deeds which
they have ungodly commit-
ted, and of all their hard
speeches which ungodly sin-
ners have spoken against
him" (Jude 1:14, 15).
From this we can see that

Enoch was a prophet of judg-
ment, and what is true of
Enoch, is likewise true of Elijah.
Who is there in our audience but
what recalls that Elijah pro-
nounced judgment upon Baal
and Astaroth? Who is there who
fails to recall that on a certain
day, Elijah met with the pro-
phets of Ahab with the yellow
burned-up plains of Jezreel
stretching out before them and
there on Mount Carmel he put
the matter to a test, and he prov-
ed the worthlessness of the gods
of Baal and Astaroth, and
thereby proved that the only
God was the God of Israel.
Surely no one can remember this
without the realization" that Eli-
jah was a judgment prophet. I
can see him e'er the day came to
a close when he took all those
false prophets — 850 in all —
and cut off their heads — cer-
tainly it was a time of judgment
for these false prophets.

Well, the time when these two
witnesses come back to earth,
will be a time of judgment.
Enoch and Elijah, I say, were
judgment prophets. And surely,
it will be a time of judgment
again when these two witnesses
come to Jerusalem to carry on
their work for forty-two months.

Furthermore, I am convinced
that Elijah is bound to be one of
these two prophets, in view of
the fact that his return to this
earth has been prophesied.
"Behold I will send you Eli-
jah the prophet before the
coming of the great and
dreadful day of the Lord: And
he shall turn the heart of the
fathers to the children, and
the hearts of the children to
their fathers, lest I come and
smite the earth with a curse”
(Mal. 4: 5. 6).
No one can read this state-

ment from the last book of the
Old Testament without realizing
that Elijah is slated to come
back to this world at a future
date. I am satisfied that he will
come one of these days before
our Lord Jesus takes possession
of the earth. To me it is obvious
that he is to come in the light of
this prophecy from Malachi,
and I see no reason to believe
otherwise than that Enoch and
Elijah will be these two
witnesses who will come to

testify and bear witness to our
Lord during this anti-Christian
period of the tribulation.

It is interesting to notice
that these two were clothed in
sackcloth. Verse three thus
describes them: "clothed in
sackcloth." Of course,
sackcloth is the garb of judg-
ment and sorrow. We notice this
from at least two portions of
God's Word.
"And I set my face unto the

Lord God, to seek by prayer
and supplications, with
fasting, and sackcloth, and
ashes: And I prayed unto the
LORD my God, and made my
confession. and said, 0 Lord,
the great and dreadful God,
keeping the covenant and
mercy to them that love him,
and to them that keep his
commandments; We have sin-
ned and have committed ini-
quity, and have done wicked-
ly, and have rebelled, even by
departing from thy precepts
.and from judgments" (Daniel
9:3-5). ,
"And Jonah began to enter

into the city a day's journey,
and he cried, and said, Yet
forty days, and Nineveh shall
be overthrown. So the people
of Nineveh believed God, and
proclaimed a fast, and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest
of them even to the least of
them. For word came unto the
king of Nineveh, and he arose
from his throne, and he laid
his robe from him, and
coverd him with sackcloth,
and sat in ashes- (Jonah
3:4-6).
From these two references, it

is obvious that sackcloth is the
garb of judgment and sorrow.
Well, it is a time of judgment
and a time of sorrow at
Jerusalem. so far as the ungodly
folk in Jerusalem are concerned.
Surely, beloved, if people should
ever be clothed with sackcloth as
a picture of judgment and sor-
row, it is at this time when these
two witnesses do their work in
the name of our Lord. It is
highly conspicuous that these
two witnesses are also described
as two candlesticks. We read:
"These are the two olive trees,
and the two candlesticks stan-
ding before the God of the
earth" (Verse four).
These two are witnesses then

who let their light shine. Cer-
tainly, there won't be much light
shining in the city of Jerusalem
when this takes place. Surely, it
must please our God to look
down upon the city of Jerusalem
and to see in the midst of all the
irreligion, the blasphemy, the
tyranny, the conceit, and the
ungodliness of the anti-Christ
and his dupes — surely it must
plea e our Lord to see these two
witnesses who are letting theii
lights shine in the name of God.

Well, beloved, these may be
dark days for you. In all pro-
bability, where you are witness-
ing today and where you are
laboring, you find that your
ministry is unappreciated.
Doubtlessly, you too find many
individuals who are not concern-
ed about the cause of God, and
who are just as irreligious as the
anti-Christ and his crowd.
Beloved, remember this, that
these two witnesses continued
for forty-two months in the face
of all the darkness of that day.
Might it please God to give you
grace to likewise stand for Him
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and to give you a faithful
witness regardless of how long
that our Lord may leave you
here in this world of darkness
and sin and sorrow. Some day
He may move you elsewhere
where you will have a better op-
portunity to let your light shine,
but may you be faithful to Him
now wherever He has put you,
and regardless of the darkness
there is, and irrespective of the
difficulties that may exist.

It is noticeable that these two
prophesy in evil times. If you
will notice this fifth verse, we
can see that it is a time of great
evil when these two witnesses
are carrying on their work. The
anti-Christ is in complete charge
in this world, especially in the
last half of this tribulation
period, when this eleventh
chapter of Revelation becomes a
reality. Of course, the anti-
Christ will be backed up entirely
by the devil. In a later chapter,
we will see that he gets his power
from the devil. We read: "and
the dragon gave him his
power, and his seat, and great
authority" (Rev. 13:2).
From this it is obvious that

the anti-Christ gets his power
from the dragon, or from the
devil. Well, surely we can say
that it is truly evu times so tar as
Jerusalem is concerned, when
the anti-Christ, empowered by
the devil, controls the policies of
the city of Jerusalem. It is thus
that these two witnesses carry on
the work of our Lord in the
times that are completely given
over to evil, when the devil,
working through the anti-
Christ, has complete sway and
dominion, except for these two
witnesses of our Lord.
Now these two witnesses have

power over their enemies. Verse
five says that they had power to
blow fire out of their mouths,
and furthermore that they could
devour their enemies. We are
likewise told in verse five that if
anybody were to attempt to hurt
them, he would be killed of
these two witnesses by fire pro-
ceeding out of their mouths.
This is the first time in all the
history of the Bible that God
ever gave to any of His servants
the ability to defend themselves
from their enemies. Yet, belov-
ed, He does it here for a pur-
pose. If He did not, these two
would be killed immediately,
and He would have no true
witness upon the earth. The on-
ly way that He can have
anybody to bear a faithful
testimony and a truthful witness
in His behalf, is by super-
naturally and miraculously en-
dowing these two with ability so
that they cannot be killed by
their enemies.

It is also true that these two
have power over the rain. The
sixth verse says: "These have
power to shut heaven, that it
rain not in the days of their
prophecy." This is another
reason why I am satisfied that
Elijah is one of these prophets.
You recall that once upon a time
Elijah shut up heaven for three
years and six months, so that it
rained not for forty-two months.
In other words, it rained not un-
til Elijah said that it should.
Listen: "Elias was a man sub-
ject to like passions as we are,
and he prayed earnestly that
it might not rain: and it rain-
ed not on the earth by the
space of three years and six
months. And he prayed again,
and the heaven gave rain, and
the earth brought forth her
fruit"(James 5:17, 18).
~wow 
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men today who want to tickle
the ears of men, so that they
might have their backs patted-.
God deliver us from that kind of
preachers!
As we move into the New

Testament period of time, im-
mediately we run across a very
great prophet of God — John
the Baptist. Beloved, here is a
man of God that told it like it
really was — literally, he pulled
no punches. Oh God, give us
more preachers like John! Our
Lord Jesus Christ preached the
same message and so did His ap-
pointed apostles. Thus, the so-
called "Church Father's" did
not know any better than to
follow after the divine pattern
set forth for them in the pages of
the holy writ. You see, for the
man of God today, the one that
stands in the sacred place, the
pulpit, he must proclaim the
eternal precious Word of God.
Yea, the man of God had better
follow God's pre-arranged pat-
tern and that to speak "Thus
saith the Lord." Listen to me,
if you are attending a church
where the pastor does not
preach thus, get out and find
one that is faithful to the
preaching of the whole council
of God.
II. "Thus saith the

Lord" ought always
to be the only autho-
rity in God's
House: The Church. This
is the most important and
should be prayerfully considered
by every Saint of God. The
Roman Catholic Church uses
the tradition of men and the
words of their many different
Popes as their final authority.
They could really care less what
the Word of God says! The
Mormon Church uses the
writings of one Joseph Smith as
their final authority in their
churches. The Seventh Day
Adventists uses the writings
of Miller as the ifnal authority,
not God's Word. The Jehovah
Witnesses uses the writings of
one Charles T. Russell as the
final authority of truth. We
could go on and on and in every
cult it would become very ob-
vious of one thing: there is no
love for God's Word, the Bible.
But for us Baptists that is a

different story. The Bible is our
only authority. We use the
Word of God in our pulpits, in
our Sunday School classes or
wherever we might have the op-
portunity to preach the Word of
God. That is why we do not use
quarterlies. We do not want
anything to take the place of
God's Word in our church
sevices. The Bible is the sole
authority for both faith and
practice. Please do not
misunderstand, we are not say-
ing that one can not read the ser-
mons of others; else we would
not be writing now. But the
"Baptist Church" does not let
anything take the place of God's
precious eternal Word. The
Word of God is that which we
use to defend our position, never
the writings of men. Yea, we are
bold to say, that it is the Word
of God that we stand upon in
order to declare the walk of the
Christian. Beloved, there is no
better thermometer to gauge our
walk or belief than the Word of
God. That is why this preacher
goes to the Word of God and
asks some very serious questions
with regards to doctrinal beliefs
as well as how God would have
us to walk.
III. "Thus saith the

Lord" is the only pro-
per rebuke for an er-
ring saint of God. Look
out now! You might not

have disagreed with me thus far,
but now let's get right down
where the rubber meets the
road. No one likes to be cor-
rected, but that is a very impor-
tant part of growing in our
Lord. This truth is most impor-
tant with regard to sin in the
life of God's precious people:
the elect. Please do not make
the mistake of believing that
your old sin nature can be
removed. That just does not
stand up with the teachings of
the Apostle Paul. A number of
years ago I ran across this
outline and have used it a
number of times: (1). Com-
miting sin will always bring fear
to the heart of the Christian; (2).
Concealing sin will always bring
about misery to the Christian;
(3). Confessing sin will always
bring pardon and forgiveness;
(4). Cancelled sin will always br-
ing fear to the heart of the Chris-
tian. Sin should never be
tolerated in the life of a Chris-
tian. I do not have time to deal
with that subject now, but when
it festers its ugly head, it needs
to be dealt with by the believer.
If the believer refuses to deal
with it, the Word of God tells us
how we are to handle it.
My point, it is the precious

eternal Word of God that ought
to speak to the saint of God
about his or her sin. One thing I
have learned over the years,
preach the Word of God in its
truth and the Holy Spirit will
take that and speak to the hearts
of His chosen people. Don't ever
forget, it is the Word of God
that should and will convict the
Saints of God, never the elo-
quence of the man of God. Yes,
if the person in question
responds because of the elo-
quence of the speaker, and not
God the Holy Spirit's work,
then that person becomes the
convert of the preacher and not
of God. That is why we ought to
use our Bible to prove
everything we say while in the
pulpit.
Now, let me get into hot water

for a brief moment. Perhaps you
are a saved person but have not
obeyed the Lord and sur-
rendered to Scriptural New
Testament baptism. The
Word of God is very clear on
this, "Then they that gladly
received his word were bap-
tized: and the same day there
were added unto them about
three thousand souls... And
the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be
saved" (Acts 2:41, 47). Belov-
ed, you do not have to pray
about something that is already
made clear in the Word of God.
If you have not obeyed the com-
mand of God, then, "Thus
saith the Lord" should be more
than sufficient for you to obey.
Listen, it is the blessed eternal
Word of God that ought to
speak to our hearts. But lets not
stop here. The Bible also
teaches us that we ought to at-
tend the services of God when
the doors are open. "Not for-
saking the assembling of
ourselves together, as the
manner of some is; but exhor-
ting one another: and so
much the more, as ye see the
day approaching" (Heb.
10:25). We are now living in a
day when there are far too many
other things to do. Thus the
child of God has found it very
easy to put other things in place
of attending the House of God.
Shame on us for that!
IV. "Thus saith the

Lord." is the only
grounds upon which
we can and should..
comfort God's wonder-
ful people. Understand
this, we can not and should
never try to comfort those who

are lost and are careless about
God and His truth. You should
never preach some one into
Heaven who was not a believer.
But when it comes to the family
of God, that is quite another
story. Here we have comfort.
Thus, when our people are hav-
ing a rough time financially,
point them to their Saviour. It is
God, their Heavenly Father who
owns the cattle on a thousand
hills. We thus need to teach
God's children how to ask Him
for our daily needs, not neces-
sarily our wants. Further-
more, we can comfort the
child of God who is
going through sickness. Again,
you see, it is God's Word
Again, you see, it is God's Word
that encourages and gives to us
great strength. You will,before
long, if the Lord tarry, go
through the valley of death for it
is appointed untdmankind once
to live and then death comes
upon all. Oh Beloved, there is
only comfort to those who know
the Lord as personal Lord and
Saviour. To them, the Word
teaches, "to be absent from
the body, and to be present
with the Lord" (II Cor. 5:8).
What joy! Death becomes the
vehicle in which the believer
enters into the glories prepared
for him before the foundation of
the world. What comfort!
Death is not the end, but rather
the beginning with God forever
in glory. We should never
despair when one of God's little
children leaves this present
world — rather we should re-
joice and praise our God. Would
you note with me the wonderful
words of our Lord: "Let not
your heart be troubled: ye
believe in God, believe also in
me. In my Father's house are
many mansions: if it were not
so, I would have told you, 1 go
to prepare a place for you.
And if 1 go and prepare a
place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto
myself; that where 1 am there
ye may be also" (John 14:1-3).
V. "Thus saith the

Lord" is that which
we must always take

and confront the
Lord's enemy. Just as
there is a positive side of
things, there is also a
negative. The man of God
must also fight the spiritual
warfare from time to time. It
would be nice if we could on-
ly speak on good things, but
the world needs to hear the
whole story. Who is the
enemy of Almighty God? (1).
First of all, the Bible is clear
that the old Devil is anything
but God's friend. Isaiah and
Ezeiel speak ' of this in-
dividual. He was a created be-
ing — an angelic being. He
was a great and mighty angel
before his fall as recorded in
Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28. (2).
The host of demons in this
world do the bidding of
Satan. They are also the
enemy of God and the cause
of truth. 13). The unsaved lost
person. The Bible simply
tells us that we are at enmity
with God before our salva-
tion. Listen to me, the lost
person is not a friend of God.
Yes, I know that it pleased the
Lord through the preaching
of the Word to save some, but
for the most part, mankind in
general hates God and wants
absolutely nothing to do with
Him. They are the enemy of
God unless the Holy Spirit of
God does a wonderful work in
their heart. (4). The liberal
Theologian is also an enemy
of God, Like Balaam of old,
they are in the ministry for
the rewards of men. They
know not the Lord and do not
proclaim His message. Their
message is one of deceit and
full of lies. As Jude teaches,
they shall perish in their own
sins.
Now, it is my job as a pastor

to expose error. That can not
be properly done except one
first take the time and preach
the truth of God's Word. But
there also comes a time when
the pastor stands before his
people and tells the truth.

(Continued on Page 9 Column 11
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YOU CAN'T DO 'RIGHT'
AND GET BY

You may think your robe is spotless
To the Lord your head is bowed,
You wouldn't waste your daily substance
Nor join a worldly crowd.

But sins of the flesh are ever with us
Malice, greed and contempt
Make inroads in our personality
And no human is exempt.

We must have heartaches and trials
Here and there along the way
For many times we get entangled
In the evil of the day.

God prunes and cuts and purifies
No respecter of persons He,
'Till we as sinners see our need
And make haste to Calvary.

We have the lesson plainly given
In the story of the eider brother.
We're not to think our deeds are best
Or our righteousness exceeds another.

Though we can't do right and get by
Life is not a no-win game
The Judge,of the earth will do right
Is a promise we may claim.

Mrs. J.P. Morgan



Into each life some rain must fall, but do not magnify each shower into a cloudburst.

MESSAGE
(Continued from Page 8)

Therefore, the following outline
is given in a very brief form to
show how we should respond to
them who are the enemies of
God. (1). Mark them - Philip-
pians 3:17, 18; (2) Avoid them -
Romans 16: 17, 18; (3). Identify
them — I Timothy 1:20; II
Timothy 1:15; 4:14; (4). From
such turn away — II Timothy
3:5;15). Reprove them — Ephe-
sians 5:11; (6). Have no
fellowship with them — II Cor-
inthians 6:14-16; (7). Be not
unequally yoked with them --
II Corinthians 6:17.
VI. "Thus saith. the Lord" is

that which we must tell the lost
sinner in order for him to be sav-
ed. Now, I am not so stupid as
to think that everyone who is
told the Gospel truth is going to
get saved. Nevertheless, it does
please God that through the
preaching of the Word men are
saved. "How then shall they call
on him in whom they have not
believed and how shall they
believe in him of whom they
have not heard? and how shall
they hear without a preacher?
And how shall they preach, ex-
cept they be sent? as it is writt-
en, How beautiful are the feet of
them that preach the gospel of
peace, and bring glad tidings of
good things! So then faith
cometh by hearing, and hear-
ing by the word of God"
(Romans 10: 14, 15, 17). I am
convinced, however, that most
of the people have not really
heard the truth of God's Word
with regard to salvation.

Unless a person understands
that they are lost and can do ab-
solutely nothing to save himself
or herself, they have not heard
the Gospel message. Beloved,
we are totally and completely
depraved from the top of our
head to the bottom of our feet. It
must take the word of the Holy
Spirit of God in quickening us
(regenerating) before one is sav-
ed. Though the individual may
not understand this, it is still
true, the Holy Spirit only
quickens those whom the Father
chose from before the founda-
tion of the world. I am not try-
ing to say that a lost person has
to understand all of these
precious Bible doctrines. What I
am saying is this: a lost person
must see himself or herself as
lost and unable to help
themselves; thus turning
everything over to God. "Salva-
tion is of the Lord" (Jonah
2:9).

Conclusion: What is the
message that should be preach-

in our pulpits today? "Thus
saith the Lord." The pastor has
some 66 books before him and
should thus search out the mind
of God and only preach that
which the Lord would have him
to eay• Anything less is of the
flesh and does not and will never
please God. I have often said
and still do, only three in-
dividuals have a perfect right to
tell this preacher what to say or
preach upon: God the Father,
God the Son and God the Holy
Spirit. Furthermore, I am not
talking about giving out subjects

True repentance is a gift
that is from above; and if
the Lord does not give it,
man will eternally perish
for the want of it.

—Thomas Brooks

to preachers for Bible con-
ferences. The pastor of any
given New Testament Baptist
Church has the right to invite
and assign a subject matter to a
visiting elder. But for the most
part, he would not tell the man
of God how to present his
message. He does have a right to
make sure that the visiting
preacher agrees with him and
his church in part before permit-
ting him to speak. May the Lord
bless you and as you think upon
these things. I pray that these
words will encourage and com-
fort your hearts.

GOD IS
(Continued from Page 1)

program: received, it becomes
our salvation; responded to, it
becomes our sanctification;
released to others, it becomes
our service. And let us
remember well — love has no
substitute.
"God is love" yet He is also

just and righteous. Many people
today have a lopsided view of
God. Some overemphasize His
love and forget that He is just
and holy at the same time. His
holiness and justice caused Him
to require penalty for our sins,
but His love caused Him to send
His Son to pay the price on
calvary. On the cross, God's
holiness and love were shown
together. "Mercy and truth are
met together: righteousness
and peace have kissed each
other." (Psa. 35:10). The love
of God prompted Him to send
His Son to die on the cross in
order that He might be just in
saving us from condemnation
and taking us to heaven. "God
is love."
Friends, I felt led to bring this

message to you about the
biblical love of God. "God is
love." Consider four things:

First: The Expres-
sion of His Love.
"Behold, what manner of love
the Father hath bestowed
upon us that we should be
called the sons of God..." (I
John 3:1). God's love is His
revelation to the elect
manifested in Jesus Christ. It
was God's love that led Jesus to
the cross. "Greater love hath
no man than this, that a man
lay down his life for his
friends." (Jo'e,n 15:13). The
depth of His love is proved by
the fact that He loved His
chosen ones. He wins His people
to His kingdom, not through in-
timidation nor subterfuge, but
through the compelling force of
His infinite unconditional love.
The Lord's Sacrifice. "For

God so loved the world, that
he gave his only begotten
Son..." (John 3:16). The two
doctrines most opposed by fallen
man are the Virgin Birth of
Jesus Christ and His limited
vicarious, blood atonement.
These two doctrines show the
marvellous, inconceivable, in-
finite love of God to poor sinful
man. The substitutionary death
of Jesus Christ as the supreme
work to man's redemptive plan
is the expression of His great
love. "But God commended'
his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us" (Rom. 5:8).
Have our hearts been bowed
down to this fact? While we
were in that very state of being
sinners, tilat infinite love to us
was displayed. "In due time
Christ died for the ungodly."
The love gift is the Son.

Christ is a God-given gift. That
gift is beyond telling, it is God's
unspeakable gift. Think of all
the sermons that have been
preached on salvation that God

has brought to us in the Lord
Jesus Christ; think of all the
books of exposition, all the ser-
mons dwelling on Jesus Christ
in the past, Jesus Christ in the
future — and we haven't begun
to tell — God's precious gift is
beyond telling, it's because that
infinite love that palpitates from
the very heart of God
manifested in the person of
Jesus Christ. Have you received
God's gift?
The language of grace. "For

ye know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that, though he
was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, that ye through
his poverty might be rich" (II
Cor. 8:9). "Hereby perceive
we the love of God, because
he laid down his life for us..."
(I John 3:16). Love is the princi-
ple of grace for every believer.
Yes, a sinner is saved by grace
through faith, but it was love —
the love of God, who loves the
unlovable sinner like me who
gave His life for me. His love so
mighty and so true "lifted me
when nothing else could help"
"God is love."
Then secondly, the ef-

fect of his love. "But
after that the kindness and
love of God our Saviour
toward man appeared. Not by
works of righteousness which
we have done, but according
to his mercy he saved us..."
(Titus 3: 4, 5). God's love makes
His Son to come down from
heaven's glory to be born in a
lowly manger and to die on the
cross purposely to save sinners.
The Object of God's Love. It

was not the nails in His hands
and feet that held Him at
Calvary: it was God's love that
you and I will be saved. How it
humbles my heart and stirs my
soul to know that the omnis-
cient, omnipotent and omnipre-
sent God so loved me that He
gave Jesus to die in my stead.
Salvation, so great salvation was
the very purpose of His love,
why He came into this world to
die and shed His blood for you
and me.
The Offering of Christ For

Sin. "But God commendeth
his love toward us, in that,
while we were yet sinners,
Christ died for us. Much more

then, being now justified by
his blood, we shall be saved
from wrath through him.
For if, when we were enemies,
we were reconciled to God by
the death of his Son, much
more, being reconciled, wt.
shall be saved by his life. And
not only so, but we also joy in
God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom we have now
received the atonement."
(Rom. 5:8-11). These words are
entirely wonderful for me. I can-
not take them in. Christ died for
the ungodly — He died for sin-
ners. In other words. He died
for us when we were dead in
sins. We walked according to
the course of this ungodly world.
We had our conversation in lust,
evil and ungodliness; we fulfill-
ed the desires of the flesh and of
the sinful mind, because we
were born in sin and shapen in
iniquity, "But God, who is
rich in mercy, for his great
love wherewith he loved us,
even when we were dead in
sins..." (Eph. 2: 4, 5).
The Operation of The Holy

Spirit. A sinner knows nothing
of God's love. "There is none
that understandeth, there is
none that seeketh after God"
(Rom. 3:11). Man is in need of
salvation, but man is in com-
plete inability to save himself.
Man is spiritually dead to will to
do anything. But God works in
man both to will and to do what
He wants. As the gospel is
preached, the Holy Spirit will
work in the hearts of some to
cause them to respond and to ex-
ercise faith in Christ. Men do
not receive the Holy Spirit direct
from heaven. He is mediated to
us only through the preaching of
•His Word. There can be no
greater evidence of the Holy
Spirit's presence than when the
gospel is faithfully proclaimed
and men turn from their sins
to faith to believe Jesus Christ as
Lord and Saviour.
Pentecostals and Charismatics
are claiming to have an exciting
experience in the Holy Spirit
which is given directly to them
quite apart from God's Word.
We see all sorts of gimmicks be-
ing resorted to today that men
may receive the Holy Spirit who
advocate "five steps," others
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more or less. People even take
seminars and take lessons on
how to talk "in tongues," or
they do something else to
manipulate mind and emotion
so that souls are carried away by
some spiritual euphoria called
the baptism of the Spirit.
Beware brethren: "Now the
Spirit speaketh expressly,
that in the latter times some
shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing
spirits, and doctrines of
devils..." (I Tim. 4:1).
The gospel is presented to us

as Christ's gift for us. This
reveals the Father's love. That's
why when a sinner gets saved he
gets a new affection. The chris-
tian has a new object and nature
to his affection, "because the
love of God is shed abroad in
our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given unto us" (Rom.
5:5). He loves what God loves
because he is indwelt by the
Spirit of God and filled with the
love of God. "God is love."
Thirdly, The exer-

cise of his love. "Father, I will
that they also, whom thou
hast given me, be with me
where 1 am; that they may
behold my glory, which thou
hast given me: for thou
lovedst ine before the founda-
tion of the world, and 1 have
declared unto them thy name,
that the love wherewith thou
hast loved me may be in them,
and I in them" (John 17:24,
26). When I have studied this
subject, the emotion of God the
Father cannot be compared nor
shed any light from something
on the magnificent love of God
when He sacrificed Christ in our
stead. A lot of people will say
that God is not an emotional
God. But, God loves and hates.
I cannot understand it. But I
know that those emotions are
perfect, in whatever way they
are expressed.
The Virtue Of His Love. God

is sovereign in the exercise of
His love. One of the most
popular beliefs of the day is that
God loves everybody. God's love
toward His creatures is the
favorite tenet of the Catholics,
sung by the charismatics and
twisted by the preaching of the
liberals and the center of
lascivious teachings from the
ecuminicals. They say, "no mat-
ter what religion you have, how
you live — in open defiance of
heaven, just shake our hands
together and lift our hands
together and sing that love song
together and praise Him upon
knowing that God loves
everybody." Ridiculous! What
a foolish thought that God loves
the Devil, He loves Judas
Iscariot, Jezebel, Herod and
Hitler because He loves
everybody. No Sir! There is
nothing to attract God's love in
any of the fallen Adam, for all of
them are, by nature, "children
of wrath." "Jacob have I lov-
ed, but Esau have I hated"
(Rom. 9:13). The cause of His
love must be in Himself, which
is another way of saying that the
exercise of God's love toward
the fallen sons of men is accor-
ding to His own good pleasure.
God's love is never referred to
all men.

God's Love Is For The Very
Elect. "According as he hath
chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that
we should be holy and
without blame before him in
love." (Eph. 1:4). What a
marvellous thing to know that I
was chosen in Him from before

(Continued on Page 10 Column 1)
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the fonndatin of the world. Long
before God created the
world. He planned my redemp-
tion, He had me on His divine
mind and that His love — that
divine love of God the Father
predestinated me as a chosen
one unto the adoption of
children by Jesus Christ to
Himself, "according" not to
what He foresaw I would
become, No Sir! but "accor-
ding to the good pleasure of
His will." "God is love."

• And now fourthly and lastly,
The eternity of His
love "—Yea, 1 have love:
therefore with loving kind-
ness have I drawn thee" (Jer.
31:3). The love of God shall
forever abide while time goes
on. What a lovely promise for
every believer to hae an
everlasting love.
The Essence Of His Kind-

ness. "For the mountains shall
depart, and the hills be
removed; but my kindness
shall not depart from thee,
neither shall the covenant of
my peace be removed, saith
the LORD that hath mercy on
thee" (Isa. 54:10). The years of
our life may seem to come and
go, but God's kindness will re-
main with us. Changes come
and hills are sometimes remov-
ed, but the love of God remains
the same.

Enveloped By The Power Of
His Loving Hand "having lov-
ed his own which were in the
world, he loved them unto
the end" (John 13:1).
"Therefore doth my Father
love me, because I lay down
my life, that 1 might take it .
again" (John 10:17). Christian
rejoice! We are safe and secure
in His loving hand. let the storm
rage high, let the dark clouds
cover and let the waves rise to
our frailities and despondency,
we are safe in the arms of the
God of Love. "Who shall
separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or
distress or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword? Nay, in all
these things we are more than
conquerors through him that
loved us" (Rom. 8:35, 37).

Established In Love. God's
great love in the person of Jesus
Christ love in the person of
Jesus Christ is received by every
believer through the ministry of
the Holy Spirit that operates in
our hearts upon hearing the
preaching of His Word. By
grace, that sovereign love
bestowed to the very elect pur-
posely planned by God before
the foundation of the world and
now He wants you to be
established in love, "Christ
may dwell in your hearts by
faith; that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love" (Eph.
3:17). The local independent
missionary Baptist Church in its
preaching and teaching is the
only place where God's love will
establish you.

If you're not saved today, the
Bible says, "Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ and thou
shalt be saved and thy house"
(Acts 16:31). Repent of your
sins and believe Him today and
be a part of this local church
who has the authority to baptize
to the one who has been born
again. "...Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself for
it" (Eph. 5:26). "God is love."
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When God sends a man to the lion's den, He goes there with him.

WHO
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died, but rather having been
raised, exalted to the right hand
of God, to intercede on OW
behalf. His intercession is eter-
nally effectual because He sup-
plicates for us according to the
will of God. Surely, there can be
no condemnation from the One
who Himself was condemned for
us. Who then is he that con-
demneth ?

Is Paul suggesting that there
is such a person, or is he seeking
to illustrate that such a thought
is unwarranted, unhealthy. un-
holy, and unscriptural? It is
my conviction that the apostle
would have us understand that
there may be railing accusations
hammered in our heart and
mind by Satan and our easily
impressionable self, but all of
these are not worthy of con-
sideration when viewed through
Biblical revelation. That I am a
sinner is true to be sure. That
my wickedness was and is
enough to damn all of the damn-
ed is as obvious as water is wet.
Yet that should rather ingender
gratitude and praise for their
removal and not tenacious fear
and cutting imprecations of con-
demnation. The reasons for
such an announcement are as
follows. If my sins are condemn-
ed, but I am not; then it should
be more than clear that the tran-
sgressions are gone forever and I
am God's free man. How is it
that my sins are gone and I am
free? "For the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus hath
made me free from the law of
sin and death" (Romans 8:2).
My freedom is based on the law
of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. A
law is a rule fixed by authority.
In this sovereign eternal
authority, the fixed rule was or-
dained by the ruler. What it says
in total is that there is no con-
demnation to them which are in
Christ Jesus because He bore
their sins. There is no condem-
nation from God, because it is
God that desired to justify.
There is no condemnation from
the Holy Spirit, because the

According to the Scriptures,
any man who tries to be justified
by the law or the works of the
flesh has altogether fallen from
and given up salvation by grace.
Therefore, we trust for
righteousness in Christ alone
and look entirely to the free
grace of God. If ever I get to
heaven, it will be in no measure
because I deserve to be there but
because God willed it that I
should enter glory by His
abounding grace. No man has
any claim upon God what-
soever. If God gives us what we
may claim in justice, He will
award us eternal separation and
destruction. That is all we have
a right to; we are undeserving,
ill-deserving, hell-deserving sin-
ners. If any good comes to us. it
must be entirely on the ground
of His grace freely given through
the merits of Christ — not won
by merit on our part. We dare
not hope to be accepted with
God because of anything good
that is in us by nature or even
anything good that is enfused in
us by grace. We are accepted in
the Beloved; and apart from
Him, we look for judgment. If
you have any kind of hope
which disturbs, diminishes, or
destroys the glory of His grace
and righteousness, the sooner
you get rid of it the better! We
must not detract in any degree
from the complete glory of
Christ in the redemption of His
people. In salvation, as in all
things, Christ is all and in all!

—C.H. Spurgeon

law of the Spirit is in Christ
Jesus the Lord? What about my
sins? I am free and they no
longer exist. Oh ! see herein lies
the condemnation, "For what
the law could not do, in that it
was weak through the flesh,
(sinful, inherent man could not
compliment the law because of
impotence) God sending his
own Son in the likeness of sin-
ful flesh, and for sin, con-
demned sin in the flesh"
(Romans 8:1-3). The
unbelievable sequel is that our
sins were condemned in the
Christ, the unalterable law was
magnified, and all of the elect
were forever separated from
their sins and rendered by God
as holy and righteous forever-
more. Who then is he that con-
demneth — Paul seems to testify
that such a• one, whether it be
spirit or man, is a figment of the
unlearned, which should be de-
nounced with great disdain.
Now it must be understood

that conviction and remorse
over sins against God by His
people are not condemnation.
We will suffer loss of fellowship
and joy for iniquity and
rebellion, but never condemna-
tion. What Paul was declaring,
in effect, was that there is none
condemning the redeemed. No
one, not a single solitary being.
"That which long ago satisfied
the God of heaven may very well
serve to satisfy the heart and
conscience of a believing sinner
today" (Matthew Poole). "We
can state the matter in this way;
"That God's justice now, far
from being a source of terror to
Christian, should be his greatest
comfort, his greatest solace, his
greatest security." (D. Martin
Lloyd-Jones).
Now, let us suppose that the

accuser of the brethren has an
influence, which he does, but
not with the Godhead. His in-
fluence is with the believer. The
enemy of the saint is always in-
jecting sinister suggestions to
hamper, distort and, if oossible,
destroy our confiden and
assurance in the finished work
of Christ. It is in these times of
warfare we all too often listen to
his deception because vie have
sinned and know that if God
does not prevent us, we will sin
again. Satan then begins to con-
jure up thoughts that debilitate
us for a time. We run with this
bag full of lies and believe some
of what he implies until we
ultimately condemn ourselves.
What we need to remember,
however, is that Satan, at best,
is only our accuser and never a
realiable condemnor. Even as
the most prolific accuser, let it
ever be remembered that
without God, Satan is ineffec-
tive — cast out and cast down.
(Rev. 12:10).
"God himself is pleased to

justify the elect, to deliver them
from condemnation, and view
them as possessing perfect

righteousness; who shall dare to
condemn them? None can
discover a single sin of which to
accuse them as still subjecting
them to the curse of the law, and
to bring them into that condem-
nation, from which they have
been delivered.” (Robert
Haldane).

In verse 34 of Romans,
chapter 8, we see four reasons
why the elect of God are free
from condemnation: 1. Christ's
death; 2. Christ's resurrection;
3. Christ's enthronement at the
right hand of God, and; 4.
Christ's intercession. "When he
giveth quietness, who then
can make trouble?.." (Job
34:29).
Isaiah was taught this

precious truth by the God of old.

When these divine unctions elect has happened in the Person
were registered in his heart, he of His Son — it is finished.
broke bold to challenge any and "There is therefore now no
all concerning their ability to condemnation to them which
make these charges stick. "He are in Christ Jesus... Who is
is near that justified' me; who he that condemneth? It is
will contend with me? let us Christ that died.... (Rom. 8:1
stand together: who is mine a 34).
adversary? let him come near- May God be pleased to bless
to me. Behold, the Lord God His people this day.
will help me: who is he that
shall condemn me? lo, they
all shall wax old as a garment;
the moth shall eat them up."
(Isa. 50: 8 61 9). This un-
shakeable confidence was the
result of being instructed of
God. Isaiah had received what
Jehovah had given. He knew
that nothing created could
hinder the one who created it —
that all things were useless
against him because God was
for him.
"No weapon that is formed

against thee shall prosper,
and every tongue that shall
rise against thee in judgment
thou shalt condemn. This is
the heritage of the servants of
the lord, and their
righteousness is of men, saith
the Lord" (Isa. 54:17). The
New Testament counterpart
would be that of the Apostle
Paul. "What shall we then say
to these things? If God be for
us, who can be against us?"
(Rom. 8:31).

It is an endeavor of the most
ridiculous order for the elect to
continue to keep in mind that
which God publishes He has
forgotten. This is an enterprise
of stupidity which will bring
discouragement and despair,
and well it should, if we insist on
dwelling upon those things that
God declares He will remember
no more. Those things that our
Father has ceased to remember
are the sins of His people. "I,
even I, am he that blotteth out
thy transgressions for mine About 3 years ago I was
own sake, and will not listening to a Christian radio
remember thy sins" (Isa. program here and Billy Graham
43:25). was saying that there were

When we are filled with con- 50,000 people a day making

demnatory thoughts of an inor- decisions for Christ, and that

dinate nature because of our there were 13,000 new Churches
sins, it should not be considered being started each week. I don't

as humble if we ask ourselves, know how Brother Graham
"I wonder if I'm saved?", but knows all this, but I don't
rather it is a just chastisement believe it. Billy Graham has
for remembering what God has always given the number of peo-
forgotten. pie who have come forward at

Let us have God-wrought his crusades. The number has
repentance and sorrow for sins, always been thousands. Yes,
but let us also remember that He many smart decision-makers
loved us while we were yet came forward, for who wanted
enemies, and is not subject to to get whipped? It's easy to get
change His attitude toward us up from your seat, walk a little
now that we are redeemed. All and get a Heavenly reward. But
that can happen with respect to (Continued on Page 11 Column 11
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gods, or serving the one and on-
ly true, holy God. This is what
the world is being offered today.

"Make a decision for Christ,"
we are told "and come
forward." For it is heaven or
hell. And you don't want to go
to Hell do you?" My friends, a
small child is smart enough to
make a decision like this. I
mean a two year old can do this
just as well as a grown up per-
son. For what is being asked
here is "do you want candy
(heaven) or do you want a whip-
ping (hell)"? Everybody wants
candy, even idiots don't want
whippings, they prefer
something better. This is what
these poor Israelites were of-
fered, and justly so, if you for-
sake the lord, and serve strange
gods, then He will turn and
hurt, and consume you, after
that He had been good to you.
Verse 20, those Israelites
wanted no hurt, no whippings,
they didn't want to be consum-
ed. I would say that was a smart
decision, wouldn't you? Note
the Scripture says nothing of be-
ing saved, just serve the Lord
and they went on serving the
Lord and they did right through
Joshua's and his elder's time.
After that generation had died
they went back to serving other
gods.

CORRECTION AND APOLOGY
In an article by Chuck

Sandelin in the January 24th
issue of TBE, on page 6, column
2, 36 lines from the bottom, oc-
curs the following statement,
"and our text proves that, even
though the Christian is saved,
he is not justified without Bap-
tist Baptism." This is heresy of
the worst sort.

I have talked with brother
Sandelin. He has assured me
that he does not believe what is
taught in this statement. I
assure you that Calvary Baptist
Church and this editor do not
believe this. This has never been
the teaching of The Baptist Ex-
aminer. I do not know just how
this got into the paper. I do not
have Brother Sandelin's original
paper. I assume that he wrote it
in this way. But we all know
how things sometmes come out
differently from the way we
meant it. And brother Sandelin
assured me that he does not
believe this statement. It may
have been aprinter's error. It

got by me and our proof readers.
In the final analysis, I must take
the blame for this. I do hereby
apologize sincerely to the
readers of this paper for allow-
ing this to appear therein. I state
most adamantly that we do not
believe the doctrine taught in
this statement.

I must add that the last two
sentences in Brother Sandelin's
article seem to say about the
same thing. If they do not, I
don't know what they mean.
Anyway, I reject them as well.
and apologize for allowing them
in print in TBE. I believe that
everyone who truly believes in
Jesus Christ is, that moment
and forever afterward, perfectly
justified — apart from correct
belief in doctrines, baptism,
church membership, or
anything one can mention.

Please forgive my error in allow-
ing these statements to appear in
TBE. Pray for me in this great
work God has given me.



The eagle that soars near the sun is not concerned how it will cross the stream.
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guess what my friend! Just 3
weeks ago I heard a preacher
woman quoting Billy Graham,
and she said Billy Graham said
that he feels that 80% of the
people in church are not saved.
She went on to quote another
preacher she knew, and he told
her that he feels only 10% of the
members in his church had a
saving experience. •
I wonder if Brother Graham

realizes what he ' said about
himself. After all these years of
Preaching decisional regenera-
tion, telling the world (I'm sure
that's all who listened) about the
thousands who made a decision
for Christ, and you know he
always told them to go to the
church of their choice, Mr.
Graham has been the one, I
would say, who has filled these
many churches, and now he ad-
mits, that maybe 80% are
not saved in those churches.
And Billy claims to be a Baptist.
I thank God I am no part of
those he leads astray. My
friends I heard another Baptist
preacher on a Christian radio
program last year saying: that in
his church and all of the chur-
ches he fellowships with they are
seeing very few people being
saved. This preacher goes on to
say that there are 150 Baptists a
day leaving the Baptist Church
and going over to the Mormon
church. Again, I don't know
where this preacher gets his
count, but again he probably is

.correct, except for one big
mistake: there is not one Baptist
in the whole world in a baptist
church who has
left it for any other so called
religion or cult or whatever is
being offered by mankind.
Christ added to the church dai-
ly such as should be saved Acts
2:47 and as many as were or-

to eternal life believ-
ed! Acts 13:48. It's in the
Lord's church, that's the dif-

MEETING IN
GRIFFIN

ference, it's made by Him and
it's for Him. It's been there and
it's here today, being readied for
that glorious day which will br-
ing Him the honour and glory.
I tell you, friend, things are

coming apart. I was visiting in a
Baptist church here a few years
ago and I was told by a member
of the Church, who was an or-
dained minister that most all the
people I saw in the Church were
unsaved.
I am sure that every God

made believer is seeing and ex-
periencing these things. Sad
they are but necessary, for the
Lord said they would come to
be.

Wouldn't it have been a
wonderful thing if Billy Graham
would have all these years
preached like Charles H.
Spurgeon, preaching the
Sovereignty of God, putting
God first, declaring God as the
only one who can save? Having
3 or 4 hundred people under the
pulpit praying that God would
save souls and letting the Holy
Spirit do the work? And praise
that Sovereign name there were
more people saved during
Spurgeon's, Whitefield's and
Knox's ministry than has been
since. All preached a Sovereign
God, Calvinism if you will.
My friends, the Mormons and

Jehovah Witnesses are beating
paths down the roadway. They
are gathering many, gathering
many right here in this area.
The area which is supposed to
be in the Bible belt. They have
much candy to give to mankind.
No blood, no repentance of sin,
no calling, no justification, no
sactification, just wonderful
kingdoms and imaginary
places, good things for man. We
have made it very easy for the
cults and all of the devil's aides
to gather many by preaching
freewillism. It is the main
reason, if there is to be one, why
the cults and all false preaching
are here today. One day the
Lord will return as the lion of
Judah and the false prophets

GEORGIA
,

"Oh that men would praise
the LORD for his goodness,
and for his wonderful works
to the children of men!" (Psa.
107:8).

It was my wonderful privilege
to be with the West Griffin Bap-
tist Church of Griffin, Georgia,
November 3-9 in a series of ser-
vices. I left home Monday mor-
ning and had an uneventful trip
to 

Griffin. I did learn a few
things on the trip. 1. Georgians
may talk slow, but they drive
fast. 2. Most of the drivers on
the road that day were women,
or women drive faster than men.
3. One of the most dangerous
things in this world is to try to
stay at the speed limit through
Atlanta. Georgia.
I haw. been acquainted with

this fine -thurch for a number of
years. I neld a week's meeting
for them seventeen years ago. I
have preached at a number of
their conferences in the past. I
preached a five day meeting for
them about two years ago along
with David West. I have learned
to greatly love the people of this
church. I consider this to be one
of the finest churches in
America today, and I mean that
sincerely. If I were without a
church — and I hope I never
am, I hope I finish my ministry
where I now am — and if the
Lord gave my my choice, the
Griffin church would be high on
my list. They are a great group
of people. I am so thankful, so

honored, and so humbled by the
good relationship I have
with them. Oh, it always blesses
my soul to be invited by such a
church to preach to them the
Word of God. This church has
long been a supporter of our
work here. I have just learned
that they have, since our
meeting, voted to increase their
support of The Baptist Ex-
aminer. I do thank them for
this. Our $6 subscription price
will not totally pay for one
subscription. We give many
subscriptions for less than $6.
We give a large number of
subscriptions, especially
foreign, free. You can readily
see that we could not do all this
if it were not for the individuals
and churches that support this
work. We have had postage in-
creases, a printing increase, and
labor increase this year. This is
the third church, so far as I
now, that has increased their of-
ferings to TBE this year. But,
note that I thought highly of this
church without and apart from
this increase in offering. Still, I
thank them for this.

This church is pastored by
Johnny Pruitt. He is a very fine
and able preacher of the Word
of God. I do praise God that our
paths crossed sometime after I
came here as pastor. He tells me
that I have been some help to
him in the ministry. If so, I do
greatly praise the Lord. There
are few things that bless me
more than being able to be a
help to a young preacher. I try
to do this every opportunity
get. I would go out of my way

(Continued onPage 12 Column 1)
. .

by T.P. Simmons
To the Bible student the Jews

are the most interesting people
in all history. No other nation
holds such a unique place. No
other nation ever enjoyed such
privileges and blessings as did
ancient Israel. "Unto them
were committed the oracles of
God" (Rom. 3:2), and unto
them pertained "the adoption,
and the glory, and the cove-
nants and the giving of the
Law, and the service of God,
and the promises" (Rom. 9:4).
Through them God gave the
Saviour to the world. And
through them has flowed every
spiritual blessing we now enjoy.
To Abraham God said: "In
thee shall all the families of
the earth be blessed" (Gen.
12:3). It is even through their
fall that salvation has come to
the Gentiles (Rom. 10:111.
But no nation ever failed so

signally to appreciate and ap-
propriate its blessings and
privileges. Today, that people
that once enjoyed the peculiar
favor of God, are a nation
without a home and a nation in
unbelief. They failed to find that
which they sought after, because
they sought it not by faith. The
site of the once magnificent tem-
ple of Solomon is now occupied
by the Mosque of Omar, and
just outside its walls the Jews
gather every Friday afternoon
and bewail their sad plight. This
presents one of the most pathetic
pictures in all history. But the
blindness of the Jews is neither
total nor permanent. "That
blindness in part is happened
to Israel, until the fullness of
the Gentiles be come in"
(Rom. 11:25). That a
blindness in part, that is, of only
a part of the nation, is shown by
the many Jews, comparatively
speaking, who today, like Paul
of old, are coming to Christ as•

and teachers will be consumed,
too late then.
Let us pray that our

righteous God will save many
here yet and 'cause those who are
preaching in the 'pulpits to give
Jesus Christ the pre-eminence.
which iA
You know that Charles Fin-

ney the one who started calling
people from their seats years
ago, was asked before he died,
how many people did he think
were saved during his ministry,
and he said, not many! And
that was many years ago. and
today We still have the same
answer, not many, "...and you
hath he quickened who were
dead in trespasses and sin.
(Eph. 2:1). "for by grace are
ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves. It is the
gift of God; not of works, lest
any man should boast." (Eph.
2:8-9). Freewill boasting is the
most dangerous sin man can
commit. It takes all the glory,
honor and power from our
creator God. and Saviour Rev.
4:11.

So when you say you made a
decision for Christ or found Him
or you gave your heart to Him
won't you say if it was not for
my God's grace and if He had
not quickened me I would still
be that sinner in the flesh and in
the world? "Being confident
of this very thing that he
which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ"
(Phil. 1:6).

THE
SECOND
COMING

those born out of due time. An
eminent Jewish believer points
out that one out of every one
hundred and fifty-six Jews is a
believer. He also points out that
some of these believers are the
most illustrious ones among the
Jews. This blindness is not per-
manent because it is only until
the fulness of the Gentiles come
in. "God hath not cast away
his people which he
foreknew" (Rom. 11:2). "The
gifts and calling of God are
without repentance" (Rom.
11:29). The Jews had national
gifts and a national calling. God
has not repented of these. The
gifts are suspended for a while,
and the calling is being held in
abeyance temporarily, but
neither has been revoked. Of old
God said to the Jews, "I have
loved thee with an everlasting
love" (Jer. 31:3). They are still
beloved of God. See Romans
11:28.
The time is yet coming when

God will visit the Jews as a na-
tion with salvation, and so "all
Israel (the nation that is living
at the time) shall be saved; as it
is written, There shall come
out of Zion the Deliverer, and
shall turn away ungodliness
from Jacob" (Rom. 11:26).
The splendor of the past history
of the Jews will pass into in-
significance in comparison with
the future glory that shall be
revealed in them. It is said of
Jerusalem: "Whereas thou
hast been forsaken and hated,
so that no man went through
thee, I will make thee an eter-
nal excellency, a joy of many
generations" (Isa. 60:15).

Preparatory to God's visiting
of Israel with salvation the na-
tion is to be regathered to
Palestine in - unbelief. Early in
the tribulation period we believe
the 144,000 of Revelation 7 will
be saved. Seemingly the re-
mainder of the nation then on
the earth will remain in
unbelief. Believing Jews on the
earth at the time of the rapture
of the saints will have been
removed in the rapture. We
have only to investigate a little
to find out that the Jews are
regathering to Palestine even
now. Missionary Jacob Gar-
thenhaus, a Jewish believer and
a missionary of the Home Mis-
sion Board of Southern Bap-
tists, declares that the number
of Jews that have already
returned to Palestine is one-
third greater than the number
that returned with Zerubbabel.
He also points out that in the
past five years the Jewish
population of Palestine has in-
creased one hundred percent,
and that this increase would
have been larger were it not for
immigration restrictions. This is
the beginning of the fulfillment
of prophecy.
There are quite a number of

prophesies in the Old Testament
relative to the future return of
the Jews to Palestine. Some seek
to deny the evident teaching
of such prophecies by making
them apply to the former partial
return under Zerubbabel or by
spiritualizing them and making
them apply to the elect, or to so-
called spiritual Israel. We give
three of these prophecies which
forbid both of these applica-
tions: "And in that day there
shall be a root of Jesse, which
shall stand for an ensign of
the people: to it shall the
Gentiles seek, and his rest
shall be glorious. And it shall
come to pass in that day that
the Lord shall set his hand a

it is only second time to recover the
remnant of his people which
shall be left, from Assyria,
and from Egypt, and from
Padtros, and from Lush, and
from Elam, and from $hinar,

and from Hamath, and from
the islands of the sea. And he
shall set up an ensign for the
nations, and shall assemble
the outcasts of Israel, and
gather together the dispersed
of Judah from the four cor-
ners of the earth" (Isa.
11:10-12).
Note that this prophecy says

that God will set His hand the
second time to recover the rem-
nant of His people; that He will
assemble both the outcasts of
Israel and the dispersed of
Judah; and that they will be
brought from the islands of the
sea and the four corners of the
earth. All of these facts forbid
the application of this prophecy
to the return under Zerubbabel.
And the fact that both Israel
and Judah are mentioned shows
that this prophecy cannot be
spiritualized.
"For the children of Israel

shall abide many days
without a king, and without a
prince, and without a
sacrifice, and without an im-
age, and without an ephod,
and without a teraphim; after-
ward shall the children of
Israel return, and seek the
Lord their God, and David
their king; and shall fear the
Lord and his goodness in the
latter days" (Hosea 3:4, 5).
Note that this prophecy ap-

plies to the latter days. This
means New Testament times
and forbids the application of
this prophecy to the former
return. Note also that the
description of Israel clearly
delineates national Israel. This
forbids a spiritualization of this
prophecy.
"And I will bring again the

captivity of my people Israel,
and they shall build the waste
cities, and inhabit them; and
they shall plant vineyards,
and drink the wine thereof;
they shall also make gardens,
and eat the fruit of them. And
I will plant them upon their
land, and they shall no more
be pulled up out of their land
which I have given them,
saith the Lord thy God"
(Amos 9:14, 15).

Note that this prophecy says
that Israel is to be planted again
in their land. This forbids a
spiritualizatin of this prophecy.
This is forbidden likewise by the
description of their activities in
the land. And note that when
they are thus planted they are
not to be "pulled up out of
their land any more." This
forbids the application of this
prophecy to the former return.
We will therefore rest our case

on these three prophecies, and
will now turn to the conversion
of Israel as a nation. This is to
come after the Battle of Ar-
mageddon. It seems that in con-
nection with the Battle of Ar-
mageddon many of the Jews will
be scattered again. These will be
brought again as Isaiah 66:19,
20 tells us. Isaiah 11:10-12
doubtless refers to the same
thing. However, this latter pro-
phecy serves the purpose we
have put it to in another place,
because whatever "a second
time" may mean, it certainly
can't refer to the former
regathering.
Many prophecies tell of the

conversion of the Jews as a na-
tion. See the following:
Zechariah 12:9-11; Isaiah
1:25-27; Isaiah 4: 3, 4; Isaiah
25:9; Jeremiah 32:37-41;
Jeremiah 33: 8, 9; Ezekiel
36:24-27.
(copied from The Baptist Ex-

aminer vol. 1, No. 14, October
1, 1931).
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and do anything in my power to
help a young preacher. Johnny,
if I have been a blessing to you;
I praise God for it. Let me tell
you that you have been a great
blessing to me. Johnny is one of
those poor preachers who has
been divorced and remarried.
He had been black-balled by
former preacher associates and
churches because of this. He is
one of those God-called, Spirit-
taught, Spirit-enabled and
gifted men whom many
preachers say do not have the
right to preach. Let some of
them get caught in the cir-
cumstances in which Johnny
was caught and see how quickly
they change their theology on
this point — I have seen it hap-
pen. Johnny has a very fine
family. His wife, Lela, is a jewel
as a preacher's wife, and his two
daughters are a joy to be
around. I greatly enjoyed the
stay in their home.
The West Griffin Baptist

Church has started a visitation
program under Johnny's leader-
ship. This had gone on for some
time prior to this revival. The
week before this revival, the
church had met each night in
different members' homes to
pray for the revival. I surely
believe that this had much to do
with the good meeting we had. I
mean that the visiting and the
prayer meetings had much to do
with the revival meeting.

All of the members of this
church were present at nearly all
of the services. Most of them
were at all services, and a few
missed only one service. This
also added to the blessings of the
revival. I know of nothing more
important to a church — at least
few things — than faithfulness
in its members. What can make
up for unfaithfulness? Some of
the members had to re-arrange
their work schedules so as to be
present each night. Some took
vacation in order to do this. It
was a great joy to the pastor and
to this visiting preacher to see
this.
I have since learned that some

of the members have complain-
ed about the lack of fellowship
following the revival. You see,
for two weeks they had been
together every night. Now they
only have their regular services,
and are missing the time they
had together previously. Praise
the Lord!
We had such good services.

God helped me much in
preaching. Each night I felt that
the Spirit was in evei part of
the service. I felt that I 'led me
as to what to preach eat night,
and that He blessed me chile I
was preaching. The spin i of the
services were the best I h. -e ex-
perienced in a long time. I\ lybe
I should back up on that, t my
meetings in Appalac ia,
Virginia had manifested a like
spirit. But surely, the spirit of
these services in Griffin was just
wonderful. I do not know when
more people have told me of the
blessings they had received. The
song service, including special
singing each night was a great
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blessing. Brother Shepherd,
who wrote "His Death Was
Reckoned As Mine," a wonder-
ful song, sang for us at most of
the services. He is eighty some
years old and lives in a nursing
home. He is truly a blessing to
be around. The church would be
glad to send you a copy of his
song.
We had many unsaved people

in attendance during the
meeting. I am sure that some of
this was due to the visiting by
the church. Oh, that all of our
churches would start visiting in
the homes in their area, witness-
ing to the unsaved and inviting
them to church. I wonder how
many strangers ever visit a
church to which no one has ever
invited them. It seemed that the
Lord was working in our midst.
I thought some would be saved,
but they were not. I believe that
this church is going to see some
people saved before long. There
just seems to me to be so much
concern in the church about
this, so much praying about
this, and working toward this;
that I believe God is going to
work for them in this way.

Brother Pruitt and I went
visiting several times. One after-
noon, we went visiting door to
door in the neighborhood of the
church. It might well be that
pastor and visiting speaker
should do more of this during a
revival meeting. What think
you? Brother Pruitt is a real
worker. He has to work for a liv-
ing, but he makes time to go
visiting and witnessing. While
out visiting door to door,
Johnny visited a Catholic cou-
ple. He offered to come into
their home and have a Bible
study with them. They agreed to
let him do this. He did this for
several weeks. This couple was
at the revival meeting several
services. Johnny has since told
me that he met two young
couples in door to door visiting,
and has arranged to have a
weekly Bible study with them in
their homes for awhile. My, I
admire this man's zeal and will-
ingness to work for the Lord.
This Bible class in the home of
some who will not attend church
service, at least right at the mo-
ment — this may be something
others could consider.
On Saturday of the revival,

we had a fellowship meeting.
We had six sermons. Brother
Joslin and Brother Noe from
Birmingham preached for us.
Reggie Moore from Appalachia,
Virginia preached. His wife and
a member of his church were
with him. Gordon Buchanan
preached for us. His message
really stirred our hearts. His
church in Perry, Ga. chartered a
bus, and 27 of them came to the
fellowship. Brother Pruitt and I
also preached. The church fed
us a fine meal at a restaurant in
Griffin. This day was a day of
special blessing. After the after-
noon service, we rested awhile
and met again to continue the
revival meeting that night.
Brothers Joslin and Noe and
their wives stayed for that ser-
vice. We appreciated this so
much. Brother Moore and those
with him came Friday and were
with us for that service.

Brother Carl Connelly, a
member of my church was on
his way to Florida to get his
wife. She had been visiting
children (she says, but it was
really grandchildren). He stop-

ped by and was with us in the
service Thursday night. This
was an added blessing. Praise
God for those who will go out of
their waY to be in church and to
encourage the preacher.

I would ask the reader to pray
much for Johnny Pruitt and the
West Griffin Baptist Church. If
you are ever in the Griffin area.
please visit this church. You will
be royally welcomed, and you
will be greatly blessed. I would
urge TBE readers in the Griffin
area to visit this church. If! liv-
ed in this area, I would be a
member of this church if at all
possible. May God bless you all.
,PRONONOM MOW.1010404/10111010~40100,

IMPRESSIONS
by Ray Hiatt

Kipling begins a bit of verse
with "In extended observation
of the ways and works of man"
and then proceeds to record his
"impressions." In this series of
papers I shall share with you
some of my impressions of this
and that which I have formed
after extended observation of
Baptists and others.

Courtesy. This term has dif-
ferent meanings in different
cultures and value systems.
British knights dipped their
lances to noble ladies and Vic-
torian gentlemen tipped their
hats to ladies fair. The Japanese
bow to each other on every in-
terpersonal occasion. O'Henry
records that a New York thug at
the turn of the century was
regarded as a gentlemen by his
peers because he always remov-
ed his brass knuckles before he
hit a woman. So then courtesy is
largely a matter of culture.
I observe the Baptists quite a

bit and form "impressions" of
their conduct... good and ill. It
is my imperssion that we could
do with a good bit more courtesy
beyond what we presently enjoy.
Christians do not have stilted
forms of courtesy and thank
God we are spared this. Yet, we
do call each other brother, and
then we assault each other like
aliens.
How should a Christian view

his kinsmen? What must be in
his mind when he deals with
them? Did not our Lord say that
those who would be great among
us must be ministers... i.e. ser-
vants? Does not Paul say that
we should esteem others better
than ourselves? I am tempted to
put this in high case for em-
phasis. Where in the serried
ranks of the Baptists do we find
folks "esteeming others better
than themselves"? Is this our
common practice, or do Baptists
go about with a look of estatic ir-
refutability on their faces? We
are commanded, not implored,
to esteem others better than
ourselves. Do we or do we not?
Is not "esteeming others better
than ourselves" just good man-
ners and courtesy in practical
operation?
We bow to none but Christ

but we are servants to our
brethren because Christ our
Lord served to atone for our sins
at Calvary. He made Himself of
no reputation. If Baptist
ministers and scholars concern-
ed themselves less with their
scholarly reputation and more
with esteeming others better
than themselves, then Christian
kindness would reign unto the
joy of us all.
When I attend church ser-

vices, conferences, or
fellowships; I have learned to
carry in my mind the thought,
each one here is better than I."

This has dramatically changed
my perception of those who
preach and those I meet. I have

learned to esteem every preacher
better than I. I may not accept
his every thought preached but I
do not disparage the man.

Courtesy has its basis in sim-
ple kindness. If Baptists would
approach each of their kinsmen
and think, "I will do this person
good and not harm" then they
cannot fail to be courteous... not
in a formalized way but in a
heartfelt and readily obvious
manner. Edmund Burke spoke
of "principles which are purely
pacific" and Christian courtesy
is just that, "purely pacific."
Christian courtesy is a healing
principle. If I will do my
kinsmen good, then I must not
wound them. Even if I must
deny a brother's doctrine I must
esteem him better than myself;
not in the abstract, but in'my ac-
tual comporting of myself before
him. Simple courtesy between
Christian kinsmen is the
greatest demonstration of love
possible.
We Baptists have a high mis-

sion from God. Our high mis-
sion at times generates a high
excitement, and in times of pas-
sion it is dreadfully easy to
dis-esteem those who are in
error. There is no allowance
within our mission to bring pain
to our brethren. I must be
courteous and kind to a weak
brother and offer him every sup-
port, even if I cannot support
his doctrine. My high mission
from God does not grant me a
mandate from God to raise war
cries against God's children.
Hear me well. You shall

answer for every wound, small
or great, which you inflict upon
your Christian brethren. Christ
has sent us forth to heal, not
slay. When we stand strongly
for Christ, we must be equally
strong in our godly deportment
toward Christ's saints. I am sad-
dened when men glory that they
are strong in doctrine, but are
cutting and cruel to erring
brethren. Such strength is not
from God.

I have had folks who aver
they are saints shake my hand
with ill concealed wrath because
I have taken an opposite view
from theirs. Others have not
bothered to conceal their wrath,
at all. Some others have turned
from friends unto abject bit-
terness because I pronounce
against their doctrine. Courtesy
is nothing but good manners
under pressure (for we are
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always under pressure).
A true story. A man was once

dreadfully slandered and his
good name besmirched in a low
and malicious way. Years later
he met the man who had wound-
ed him and walked over and
shook hands with him. The man
had expected to be smitten not
blessed. A friend asked the man
how he could shake his enemy's
hand and he replied, "My father
taught me that there is no man
on earth I cannot shake hands
with, because at least I can show
him I've got better manners
than he has." Baptist people
should have better manners
than the world and more
especially toward each other.
Simple courtesy among Baptist
people would cancel out raging
wars and still those about to
begin. If we were all courteous
and esteemed each other better
than ourselves, what a bright
world our's would be.
I once preached before a

church and told them that I
wanted to help them but that I
didn't know if I could. I also
told them, "If I cannot help you
I shall never, never hurt you."
My brethren, if we cannot help
each other let us take care that
we never, never hurt each other.
Christian kindness and simple
courtesy cannot fair and has
never failed. Do you know so-
meone wrong in their perception
of the Word? Then you must
say, "This person is better than
I, and while I must deny his
doctrine I shall never, never
wound him." You must say, "I
shall try to help him; but failing
this, I shall never, never wound
him." You must say, "No mat-
ter what the occasion I shall
treat him with Christian
courtesy."
A personsl impression. The

editor of this paper has impress-
ed me as a man of Christian
courtesy. We correspond fre-
quently. We differ here and
there. We state our differences
candidly and firmly. Yet,
Brother Wilson has never
treated me with less than Chris-
tian courtesy. Brother Wilson is
firm in repartee but always
courteous in demeanor. It was
his courtesy toward me which
inspired this small paper.

If Baptist people are simply
courteous to each other despite
our differences, God shall bless
no matter what voices are raised
against us. Fare thee well.

AAA -----

WHO SAID
"BROAD-MINDEDNESS?"

There is no room for broad-
mindedness in the chemical
laboratory. Water is composed
of two parts, hydrogen and one
part oxygen. The slightest
deviation from that formula is
forbidden.
There is no room for broad-

mindedness in music. The skill-
ed director will not permit his
first violin to play even so much
as one-half note off the written
note, chord, and key.
There is no room for broad-

mindedness in the mathematics
classroom. Neither geometry,
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Elder Carl Barnette an-

nounces that he is available for
revival meetings wherever the
Lord might lead and open
doors. He is a sound and able
preacher. You may contact him
by writing him at Route 2, Box
76, Ireland, W. Va. 26376. You
may call him at 1-304-452-8256.

calculus, nor trigonometry
allows any variation from exact
accuracy, even for old time's
sake. The solution of the pro-
blem is either right or it is wrong
(no tolerance there).

There is no room for broad-
mindedness in biology. One
varying result out of a thousand
experiments will invalidate an
entire theory.
There is no room for broad-

mindedness on the athletic field.
The game is to be played accor-
ding to the rules with no favor
shown for "charity's sake."
There is no room for broad-

mindedness in the garage. The
mechanic there says the piston
rings must fit the cylinder walls
within one-thousandth part of
an inch. Even between friends
there cannot be any variation if
"the motor is to run smoothly."
How then shall we expect that

broad-mindedness shall rule in
the realm of Christianity and
morals?
He that forsakes the truth of

God, forsakes the God of truth.
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