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THE MERCY OF GOD
by David S. West
Rt. 1, Box 271
Cross, S.C. 2943
"Therefore hath he mercy
on whom he will have mercy,
and whom he will he
hardeneth" (Romans 9:18). I
want you to notice that the text
Puts the exercise of mercy in opposition to hardening as divine
acts. It will therefore, aid us in
understanding the one action, if
we can understand the opposite

nrinciple is already in the sinner. Man acquired this by the
sin and fall of Adam. All are
children of, wrath lay nature.
(Ephesians 2:3; Romans 1:24).
To be children of wrath by
nature meanehat it is theirs by
inheritance, received from their
first parents. This is what some
call original sin. God's "giving
them up" spoken of in Romans
1:24, denotes His holding them
in restraint by means of which
He usually maintains a certain
degree of order and appearance
of moral rectitude among sinners. God did not and does not,
I(:ontintied on Page II Column 21

YOUR PASTOR'S
PERSONALITY
AND HIS
CHARACTERISTICS
by Frank Beck
(Now in Glory)
Part VI
David S. West
Everyone has problems. Your
action. Whatever God does in pastor is no exception. He has
hardening sinners He does the problems pertaining to the
very opposite in exercising His pulpit, the parish, his public
mercy. Let it be observed also life, his private life, his personal
that there are two kinds of life.
vessels mentioned in this text:
The Apostle Paul was a
„vessels of mercy" and pastor for three years in
vessels of wrath."
Ephesus (Acts 20:31). Read the
I want to, first of all, speak to record (Acts 20:17-38) of his
You a little about God hardening ministry there and you will see
sinners. In hardening sinners that he sums it up as a time of
God does not put any sinful "tears" (v. 19), "trials" (v. 19),
dispositions or principles in and financial need (vv. 33-35).
them as this would make God
To sketch an outline which we
the author of sin. The sinful
(Continued on Page 10 Column 4)

BIBLICAL

by Gaylord Haubert
1808 E. 142nd. Ave.
Tampa, FL. 33613
"And ye shallaknow the
truth, and the truth shall
make you free. Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the
truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but
by me. Sanctify them through
thy truth: thy word is truth"
(John 8:32. 14:6 & 17:17).
It is one thing to say we
believe the Bible, and another to
Put into practice its teachings.
James 1:22-25. "But be ye
doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving your
Own selves. For if any be a
hearer of the word, and not a
doer, he is like unto a man
beholding his natural face in
a glass; For he beholdeth
himself, and goeth his way,
and straightway forgetteth
What manner of man he was.
But whoso looketh into the
prefect law of liberty, and
continueth therein, he being
(Continued on Page 9,Coltunn

ONLY 12 WEEKS
UNTIL OUR
NEXT BIBLE
CONFERENCE
i

,

by T.B. Freeman
5010 Panther Lane
Mims, FL. 32752
"He shall see of the travail
of his soul, and shall be
satisfied: By his knowledge
shall my righteous servant
justify many;for he shall bear
their iniquities...(Isaiah
53:11).
In the year of 1941, Brothers
Loid Buchanan and Robert
Lyon, my fellow ministers, and
I, all of us of Bristol. Tennessee,
at that time, attended a Bible
Conference at the First Baptist
Church at Fort Worth, Texas,
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BIBLE FLEES
by Doug Newell
Assistant Pastor

will say, "there is more temptation in our day than there was in
days gone by." Hogwash
The Word of God is full of
brother. Temptation has always
flees. The word flee in the Bible
there. The yielding to
been
is used to indicate danger. It is a temptation is what is on the
we
which
in
warning
word of
should take heed, as to what is
being said. Many times Christians are quick to run toward a
dangerous sin rather than away
from it, especially in our day.
Christians of our day do not
have the attitude toward sin that
our forefathers had. Instead of
fleeing from sin, many in our
day, seem to enjoy living in a
sinful atmosphere. Christians
have become so lax in their attitude towards sin that it no
longer bothers them as it did in
Doug Newell
the past. Now of course, I am
modern Christian is
The
uprise.
not
any
are
there
that
saying
not
God-fearing. sin-hating Chris- ignoring this very important
tians left, but on the whole, word. The word flee means to
Christians are not what they us- turn away from as quickly as
ed to be. One contributing fact is possible. Now you know as well
that we do not flee from sin like as I, if people would flee from
(Continued on Page 6 Column 4)
we should. Now I know many

THE SATISFACTORY GROUNDS FOR THE
JUSTIFICATION OF GOD'S ELECT PEOPLE

HOW FREE
DO WE
WANT TO BE?

WE WOULD
LOVE FOR
YOU TO BE
OUR GUEST

PREMILLENNIAL

MISSIONARY

At this time we three visited a present in the building. I picked
Jewish Synagogue in Fort up one .of their Bibles form a
Worth. There was but one Jew pew and asked the Jew if I
might read Isaiah 53. so he
gave me leave to go ahead. I
then asked him what he thought
about that Scripture. He
replied, "We leave all interpretations of the Scriptures to
our Rabbis." I said "yes, and
that is what our Lord Jesus
Christ said regarding blind
leaders when He said "The
blind lead the blind, they both
fall into the ditch".
Many years ago while I was
preaching in a meeting at the
(Continued on Page 5 Column 2)
T.B. Freeman
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THE SECOND
COMING OF
CHRIST AND
RELATED
EVENTS
by T.P. Simmons
(With The Lord)
Philosophers have dreamed
and poets have written of earth's
golden age. According to Scripture such an age is to be a reality. The time is coming when the
earth is to be redeemed from the
bondage of corruption (Rom.
8:21); purged from sin;
renovated by fire (II Peter
3:10); liberated from the curse
(Gen. 3:17, 18; Isa. 35); and
made anew in righteousness
(Isa. 65:17; II Peter 3:12, 13).
This golden age is to be ushered
in at the time when Christ
returns to the earth. It is to be
preceded by the regathering and
(Continued on Page 8 Column 51

HEART
COMFORT
by Bob Belanger
704 Liberty Hall Rd.
Lot 22 Birch Hollow
M.H. Park,
Goose Creek, SC 29445
"Let not your heart be
troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in me. In my
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so. I
would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. And
if I go and prepare a place for
you, 1 will come again, and
receive you unto myself, that
where I am, there ye may be
also." (John 14:1-3).

Ihi Naptist Examiner Pulpit
A Sermon by Pastor Joseph M. Wilson

THE SOVEREIGNTY OF GOD OVER ALL THINGS
A REMEDY AGAINST MANY ILLS
"The LORD hath prepared
his throne in the heavens; and
his kingdom ruleth over all"
(Psa. 103:19).
Praise the Lord, I have not
yet known a great deal of
sickness. I have seen many afflicted with various and divers
illnesses, and having to take different medicines for such.
Would it not be a great thing if
there was one inexpensive pill
that was good for any and all
sicknesses. I lave often thought
that I would
to invent a pill.
One could take this pill, eat all
he wanted, and not gain any
weight. I would be rich soon.

Oh, well... I do desire to show in
this sermon how that the
sovereignty of God is a remedy
against many ills that afflict the
children of God.
Let us took a little at the
sovereignty of God. I define this
as God's sovereign control and
rule over all things. Let us look
at this definition. I mean that
God rules. Man does not rule.
Satan does not rule. Things do
not just happen by chance. God
rules in everything that comes to
pass. God is sovereign in His
ruling. He does not ask counsel
nor receive advice from men. He
does not put the matter up for a

vote.
He
sovereignly
predestinated all things from
eternity, and He rules all things
so that His eternal purpose is
brought to pass in all events and
all individuals. I emphasize that
this sovereign rule relates to all
things. The winds blow and the
rains fall, the sun shines or night
comes, good weather and the
destructive storms that come; all
these come according to His
sovereign and predestinated
will. The lion roars and devours,
or sleeps like a harmless kitten
according as God decrees. The
fires destroy, or become a corn(Continued on Page 2 Column 1)

Bob Belanger
words, "Let not your heart be
troubled."
Beloved, how prone we all are
to be of a worrisome spirit;
fretting over the various
peculiarities of life which in the
end have not been worth the
time given over to them. For we
find that in worry over disturbances we deny our faith in a
sovereign God who performs
(Continued on Page 3 Column 3)
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Where souls are being tried and ripened, there God is hewing out pillars for His temple.
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SOVEREIGNTY
(Continued from Page 1)

fortable dwelling place as it
pleases God. Men do much good
or great evil according to the
eternal purpose of the Lord. The
righteous rule and the neonle are
at peace, or the wicked rule and
things deteriorate and society
falls apart according as God
determines. He doeth His will in
the armies of heaven and among
the inhabitants of the earth.
Now, if one person is in absolute and sovereign control of
all things, it becomes a matter of
supreme importance as to the
character of that person. We can
rest in sweet and perfect peace
or be lost in overwhelming and
helpless terror, according to the
character of that one who so
rules, and according to the relationship of that One to
ourselves. What is the character
of the God who rules all things?
He has great, even infinite love.
He loves His chosen people better than they can love anyone
else. He has great wisdom. He
always knows just what is best
for the objects of His everlasting
love. He has almighty power.
His power is able to do anything
His love moves and His wisdom
directs Him to do. Why, even
we poor mortals exert all our
power to the best of our wisdom
for the good of our loved ones.
How much more so with God.
We can know, through Godgiven faith in Jesus Christ, that
this One who controls all things,
and who has all wisdom and
power, has an everlasting love
toward us who believe. We can
delight in His sovereign rule
over all things. This truth can
give rest to our souls, peace to
our hearts, confidence to our
hopes, assurance for our future,
and stability to our lives.
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is the prominent one in my
thinking and in my preaching.
Let us look at the truth of the
absolute sovereignty of God over
all things as a remedy against
many ills.
1. It is a remedy against
pride. Oh, the awfulness, prominence, and prevalency of this
terrible sin. Pride was the first
sin ever committed in this
universe. I believe that Ezekiel
28:11-19 describes the fall of
Satan. Look at v. 17, "Thine
heart was lifted up because of
thy beauty..." Look at I
Timothy 3:6, "Not a novice,
lest being lifted up with
pride, he fall into the condemnation of the devil." God
created the devil with great
wisdom, beauty, and power.
The devil became proud of what
God had given him, and desired
to be equal with or above God.
This pride of heart was the first
sin. Satan, knowing the power
of this temptation, set the same
before Eve; and pride was at the
beginning of her sin.
I would suggest that pride
constitutes a part, often a large
part, of every sin that men commit. If we could divide any sin
into its constituent parts, and
properly analyze each part; we
would be surprised at how much
pride is involved in each sin.
Pride is often a damning sin.
"The wicked, through the
pride of his countenance, will
not seek after God..." (Psa.
10:4). The Holy Spirit must, in
the effectual call, deal with this
pride of man, causing man to
become humble and desirous of
the salvation of the Lord. Pride
is a most hateful sin unto the
Lord. Pride heads the list of
seven things that the Lord hates
in Proverbs 6:16-19.
The sovereignty of God is a
remedy against this sin. "For
who maketh thee to differ
from another? and what hast
thou that thou didst not
receive? now if thou didst
receive it, why dost thou
glory, as if thou hast not

received it?" (I Cor. 4:7). One
has more beauty than another.
Another has more power.
Another has more wisdom and
WILL ORAL ROBERTS DIE THIS MONTH? I quote from a
knowledge. Another has more of newspaper article with a Tulsa dateline, "Oral Roberts needs about
the wealth of this world. Many $4.5 million in 'quick' money from followers or God won't let him
become proud of these things. live past March, the evangelist says. "I'm asking you to help extend
Such need to realize that all they my life," Roberts told his television audience Sunday."We're at the
have comes from God. One point where God could call Oral Roberts home." ... Roberts asked
could be ugly, ignorant, weak, viewers to send $100 immediately and pledge additional amounts
and poor. One could be an in- for Februaly and March. Roberts said he needs the money to fund
valid, unable to do a thing for scholarships for medical students at Oral Roberts University. The
himself. We need to realize that evangelist, who was 69 on Jan. 24th, said God told him that raising
God gives us all we have, that the possibility of his death was necessary to get the attention of his
God makes the difference bet- followers."
ween us and others; and this will
This would be laughable if it were not so pitiful, sinful, wicked.
deliver us from the sin of pride. and tragic. I am sure that many of his foolish, fanatic, duped
What a foolish sin is this. God followers will dig deeper in order to give more to this religious fake
gives us all that we have, and we and fraud; and many of them cannot afford it. I wonder, that
become proud of this, as if we Roberts does not give some of his great wealth, deceitfully taken
from his followers by religious fraud, to meet this so-called great
attained it all by ourselves.
2. It is a remedy against envy. need.
In my opinion, Oral Roberts is a thief, fake, and fraud of the
This is a terrible sin. It is that
sin of having hard and bitter worst kind — he is a religious one. I believe that men who just out
feelings against another because and out steal — say hold up a bank, etc. — will have less to answer
of what that other one has. Why for when they meet God than will those who use (rather mis-use) the
do we envy? What the other has name of God, and a pretense of religions, to steal from people.
does not detract from what we believe that Oral Roberts will have much thievery and fraud to
have. They did not steal it from answer for when he stands before God. And brother, he is not the
us. Why do we not rather rejoice only one. We have a large number of religious thieves, fakes, and
in the good that others have? frauds among us today.
When Oral Roberts says that God told him to do this. I believe
Envy usually relates to what
that
he took the name of the Lord in vain. I believe that he lied on
others have that we do not have,
but sometimes we do not want God. I believe that he blasphemed. I do not believe that God has
others to have things, even if we ever told Oral Roberts anything. I do not believe that God has ever
do have such. If we would just spoken to Oral Roberts. God speaks in His inspired Word. When
believe and practice the men will not listen to this — and Oral Roberts certainly does not
sovereignty of God, it would listen to the Bible — God will not speak to them in some other way.
deliver us from this sin. God I believe that Oral Roberts lied to his vast television audience when
gave others what they have. He he told them that God told him to do what he was doing. I will not
has given us what we have. He say that Oral Roberts has not heard from a supernatural person. I
may withhold from us what He will not say that this scheme of religious fake and fraud did not
gives unto others. That is His originate with a supernatural person. But I will say that any superright. When we envy others, we natural beings involved in this matter are the devil and the demons
are really rebelling and com- of hell. I will say that Oral Roberts is in league with Satan in this
plaining against God's sovereign fraud scheme. Oral Roberts' total ministry, including the doctrines
distribution of that which (many of them)he teaches and the charismatic fraud he perpetrates.
belongs to Him. We are in- is devil originated and devil empowered. This is true of the totality
vading the throne rights of the of the Charismatic movement in the world today. I believe that Oral
sovereign ruler of the universe. Roberts is a fake and fraud of the worst kind — a religious one.
Oral Roberts must be desperate for more money in order to come
3. It is a remedy against
covetousness. This is when we up with this latest of his money-stealing schemes. I wonder if maybe
desire that which God has not he has over-stepped himself this time. I wonder if maybe —
followers
seen fit to give us, and usually it just maybe, and hopefully — some of his duped
latest
scheme
him
and
leave
will
through
this
see
is desiring that which God has
wonder
at
often
I
am
made
to
stranded.
given someone else. It is close of
in the things of religion.
totally
men
of
depraved
utter
stupidity
the
kin
envy.
.
.
.
an
d
to
covetousness, which is Men, who are very intelligent in the other areas of life are often
matters. Oral Roberts is
idolatry" (Col. 3:5). You say totally and utterly stupid as to religious
have to be to accomplish
intelligent
man.
He
would
a
very
doubtless
that you would never bow down
his followers are doubtless ,
of
he
has.
Many
greatness
worldly
the
to an idol god. Do you covet?
This is idolatry of the worst sort. very intelligent. Yet this man and his followers have manifested
Biblical and
The tenth commandment is, total ignorance, even stupidity, as to the matter of
This latest may top the list of such doings. However,
truth.
spiritual
"Thou shalt not covet." Envy
another force involved in such things. The Bible speaks in II
and covetousness are the parents there is
Timothy 4:4 of men who, "...shall turn away their ears from the
of a multitude of sins. Lies, truth, and
shall be turned to fables." Men who,like Oral Roberts
slanders, thefts, even murders,
and his followers, turn away from the truth of God:s Word, are
and a host of others come from turned by the devil and demons to believing in fables. Man's total
these vile parents of sins. Our ignorance of spiritual things, and the devil's power and deception
Lord Jesus was delivered to are
the twin parents of Oral Roberts' ministry and its material and
death by the envy of the numerical success.
Pharisees and others. If we
I think that, if I were the Lord, I would see that Oral Roberts did
would but apply the truth of not get this money, would let him live into April, and see how he
God's sovereignty over all things would wiggle out of such a predicament. Of course, he may get the
to this, it would cure us of this money. There may be enough of his devil-deceived followers to give
sin. God gives to all as it pleases him the money. If he does not, he will probably pretend that he did.
Him. His giving to others does and then start some other fantastic scheme to raise more money. Of
not detract from His power to course, he is such an Arminian that he could just say that his god
give the same or more unto us. changed his mind and decided to let him live. We will see what hapGod gives us what He desires pens.
that we have. Let us, "...be
Of course, Oral Roberts may die during or before March. There is
without covetousness; and be a time appointed in the eternal predestination of God for each one to
content with such things as ye die, and we do not know when this time is for Oral Roberts. And
have..."(Heb. 13:5).
God's predestination is not determined by whether or not duped
4. It is a remedy against followers will give $4.5 million dollars by such and such a time. We
jealousy. These four sins are do not know when the predestinated time will come for Oral
closely related. One comes from, Roberts. When it does come, he will die — money or no money.
produces, or is connected with Oral Roberts'life and death are in the hands of the sovereign God of
the other. One of these sins rare- the Bible, not in the money of Oral's followers.
ly exists without the other three.
I suppose that Oral Roberts, in speaking of being called home, is
Oh, my brother, sins run in referring to heaven. Those who know and read after me, know that
packs. One sin leads to another, I am very careful about judging and speaking as to a man who proto another, and to another until fesses salvation as being unsaved. However, I have most serious
one is overcome by a host of doubts about Oral Roberts being a saved man. I cannot conceive of
evils. What a terrible thing is the Lord allowing one of His true children to continue doing the
jealousy. How many sins has it things Roberts has done these many years. I just do not believe that
been the mother of. How many he knows the Lord at all. I have no animosity toward this man. I
lives have been wrecked by this would like to see him saved. Oh, what a wonderful thing it would be
sin. Lies have been told, thefts if God would save Oral Roberts, and he would go before his vast
have been committed, lives have television audience and confess all the false doctrines he has taught.
been taken, all because of this the falsity of all the miracles he has pretended, and the fakery and
terrible sin. This may well be fraud as to all the money he has solicited. I leave it with the Lord.
the most fruitful cause of sins but I give it as my sincere conviction that, in his present state, this
man is lost and on his way to — not a heavenly home but a burning
against men.
The longer I live, the more I hell. Again I say that I have no hate for this man. I would like to see
see that this is a prevalent sin him saved.
WILL ORAL ROBERTS DIE THIS MONTH? We will see.
(Continued on Page 3 Column 11
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The way to be angry and not sin, is to be angry, as Christ was, at nothing but sin.
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among preachers. One preacher
is jealous of the ability of
another preacher. He cannot be
blessed by the sermon because
he is eaten up with jealousy. I
have learned to my sorrow that
there are preachers to whom I
dare not speak well of another
man's sermon. Pastors are
sometimes so jealous that they
do not want a member of their
church to be friends with
another preacher. What a
shame, and how pitiful. One
preacher is jealous of the
Popularity of another preacher.
One is jealous of the position of
another. One is jealous of the
financial situation of another.
The sovereignty of God is an
effectual remedy against this
sin. When the preacher realizes
and bows to the sovereignty of
God in these matters, it will
deliver him from jealousy. God
gives ability, success, position,
and finances as it pleases Him.
We need to practice this doctrine, not just preach it. We
need to allow the Holy Spirit to
press this doctrine to our hearts
and lives. Receiving this truth
into our hearts by the power of
the Holy Spirit will deliver us
from the kindred sins of pride,
envy, covetousness, and
Jealousy. These sins are destructive of real peace in the soul and
of true fellowship with others.
They will do us no good, but will
do us great hurt.
5. It is a remedy against
selfishness. This-is the sin of
making self the center of one's
total life. One forms his desires
and thoughts according to his
selfishness. One guides his actions by, "what's in it for me."
This sin is high on the list as to
its Prominence and its
wickedness, it may well be the
worst of all sins. It certainly is a
major ingredient in every sin. In
fact, it is the very soul, heart,
and essence of sin.
But to apply sovereignty as a
remedy. God gives me all that I
have. He could give me much
more if He wanted me to have it.
If I graciously and generously
give to the Lord's work and to
others, God is able to restore to
me four-fold if He desires it. I
need not let selfishness dry up
the wells of real joy in my soul. I
need not harm my testimony for
the Lord by my selfishness. I
can be concerned about and interested in others. I can bear, or
help bear, my brother's
burdens, for God is able to give
me strength for my own.
6. It is a remedy against
grumbling, murmuring, and
complaining. Oh, what sins
these are, and how prevalent
they are. We are, most of us,
much addicted to these sins. We
grumble about the circumstances around us. We murmur against God as to His providential dealings where we are
concerned. We complain that
God does not treat us right; God
is not fair to us; God treats
others better than He does us.
We spend more time complaining about what we do not have,
than we do praising God for
what we do have. Often, this attitude enters into and affects
hurtfully every part and aspect
of our lives. We spoil our own
blessings by our continual murmuring. This sin did not die out
with Israel in the wilderness. It
continues to this very hour. And
often the most blessed are the
biggest complainers; while the
seemingly least favored are more
thankful for what they do have.
The welfare recipient complains
that he is not given more while
the hard worker thanks God for

work to do and strength with
which to do it. The child with
more toys than he can possibly
use, asks for more and grumbles
about what he has or doesn't
have; while the child with little
delights in making up games
that require no expensive toys.
Ah me, many are afflicted with
this childish disease.
Let us apply the remedy. God
is sovereign over all things. His
power is unlimited. His
resources are without measure.
His wisdom is infinite. His love
is the greatest of all loves. He
gives me that which His love,
guided by His wisdom, sees is
best for me. He does not give
that which He sees will hurt my
spiritual life. He deprives me of
nothing except that which He
knows it is best for me to be
without. He places me in circumstances prepared by His
love and planned by His wisdom
as being good for me. Anytime
that I grumble, complain, and
murmur; I am showing that I do
not truly believe, at least do not
believe as I should, in the
sovereignty of God over all circumstances and over all things.
These things are sure indicators
that the sovereignty of God is
not held real and precious to my
soul as it should be.
7. It is a remedy against sorrow and sadness. There is much
cause for these things. "Man
that is born of woman is of
few days,and full of trouble."
(Job. 14:1). One could write a
library on the things in this
world that produce sadness and
sorrow. There is a proper place
for these feelings. It is not
always or altogether wrong to
have these emotions. There are
events that require and produce
these feelings. But, surely, the
child of God should not show an
excessive amount of these emotions. It is often good to go into
the house of mourning. We are
to weep with those that weep.
But, as children of God, even
under the most bitter and trying
events, we are to, "sorrow not
even as others which have no
hope."
The remedy is adequate. God
is sovereign over all things — in
the sorrow and sadness that
comes our way as well as in the
blessings of every day. No event
can ever come into the life of the
child of God except God will it
so. Nothing can touch the
believer except by the permission of our God. We are hedged
all around by the sovereign will
of God, and nothing can cross
that hedge except it be by the
will of God. In that darkest of
many dark hours of my life,
when I lost my oldest son, eight
years old; I went home, knelt by
the couch and read Job 14:5,
"Seeing his days are determined, the number of his
months are with thee, thou
has appointed his bounds that
he cannot pass." This truth
that God was sovereign over the
life — and death — of my loved
one gave me peace and comfort
in that hour. It was the remedy
against excessive grief. It was a
bright star of hope in the dark
sky of my sorrow.
8. It is a remedy against
despondency and despair. We
are often despondent. We are
often tempted to despair. Oh, I
face this in the work of
preaching and pastoring. I am
sure that my brethren often face
the same. We desire to do great
things for God. We desire to see
the Lord working mightily
through our ministry. But we
see so little. We pray and study
and prepare. We preach our
hearts out, and nothing seems to
happen. "What's the use?" we
are tempted to say. Many have

lost loved ones. They have
witnessed. They have prayed.
They have asked others to pray.
The unsaved one seems more
hardened than ever — as far
from being saved as ever. There
seems to be no hope that he will
ever be saved. One is tempted to
just give up in despair.
But, God is sovereign. God is
able. He can — and He will,
praise God — accomplish
through our ministry just that
which He predestinated before
the world began. His Word will
not return to Him void. We who
preach are a sweet savor to God
— in them that are saved and in
them that perish. Let us go on.
Let us work hard, study hard,
pray harder. Let us do our best,
and leave the results with our
sovereign God. And as to that
unsaved one. God is able. Let us
not write "reprobate" on the
brow of man so long as there is
life in his body. He may be one
of God's elect. If so, God will
bring him to the salvation experience as and when He sees
fit.
9. It is a remedy against sin.
We desire to be better Christians. We desire more victory
over sin. We have terrible sins
which so easily beset us, and we
especially desire victory over
these (or this). God is sovereign.
He controls the events of our
daily lives. He is able to lead us
not into temptation. He is able
to keep us from the temptations
that defeat us so easily. If He
sees fit to so order our lives that
we are sorely tempted, He is
able to give us the victory. He is
able to forgive us when we do sin
and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. Let me go
forth to the battle with great
confidence gained from the
Spirit applying to my heart the
sovereignty of God.
10. It is a remedy against
failure to serve God. What is
one reason we fail to serve as we
should? We see so little result
from our service. We feel that
we are marking time. We feel
that we are running in place. We
feel that we are beating the air.
We feel that we are getting
nowhere fast. We need to realize
that God is sovereign. We feel
that our talents are so few. We
feel that we can do so little. We
have five small pieces of bread
and two small fishes, but what
are they among so many? There
is no use in trying. But God is
able. God is sovereign. He can
feed 5,000 — or 5,000,000 —
with the little we have. He can
take the rod that is in the hand
and deliver His people from
bondage. He can take the sling
and the stone and kill the giant.
He is sovereign. He, if He sees
fit, can use our few talents and
our small abilities to do great
and mighty things. Let us
believe in His sovereignty and
let us give what we have to Him
to be used to His glory as He
sees fit.
One could go on and on, but
enough has been said, I hope, to
show that the sovereignty of
God can be applied to many ills
in our lives. I hope that we can
see that this glorious and
wonderful truth is full of great
practical help to our daily life
and. service for God. Let us
believe this. Let us preach this.
Most of all let us apply this,
each one of us, to our own life.
May God bless you all.
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His every will in our lives. These
words, "Let not your heart be
troubled" are given to the
children of Christ, by Him, that

we should not forget our frailty, one of you shall betray me.
and that we should remember (v:28)Now no man it the table
our responsibility while walking knew for what intent he spake
as sojourners in this "present this unto him (Judasl..(v:33)
evil world." The implication is, Little children. yet a little
"let not your heart be anxious while 1 am with you. Ye shall
or disturbed. Consider Martha seek me: and as I said unto
in Luke 10:40-42 of whom it is the Jews, Whither I go, ye
written: "But Martha was cannot come.." This chapter
cumbered (that is, distracted or concludes with the prophecy of
over-occupied) about much Christ concerning Peter's denial
serving"; and in this she com- of Him. Here our lord was of
plains to the Lord of Mary's heavy burden with the thoughts
seeming idleness. Yet the Lord of His soon, many griefs He
replied; "Martha, Martha, must suffer. The hour of His
thou art careful (anxious) and death. The hour for which He
troubled about many things: had come to this world. The
But one thing is needful (that hour in which He would be
is, "there is a part of you that is "smitten of God" at the hands
lacking, you have another of depraved man. The hour in
need): and Mary hath chosen which He was to be betrayed by
that good part, which shall one of His own; in which one of
not be taken away from her." His own would openly deny
Him. The hour in which all His
What was that "good part
Mary had chosen? Luke 10:39 own would forsake Him and
tells us, "...Mary, which also flee, caring but for themselves.
sat at Jesus feet, and heard his Yet in all this, His concern reword." In Mark 6:31, our Lord mains for His own as He turns
commanded His own: "Come to them and says, "Let not your
ye yourselves apart into a heart be troubled."
We can well imagine the
desert place, and rest a while:
confused, perplexed
troubled,
coming
many
were
for there
and going, and they had no hearts of the eleven, for "no
leisure so much as to eat." In man at the table knew for
both instances we find praise what intent he spake." Blindworthy and most commendable ness, lack of understanding,
actions; that is, a deep concern produces naught but a troubled
for the needs of others. Yet these heart. Such is the way of the
two references cited show that nature of man; the way of this
we should not "over do" as it world. Yet He who ought to be
were, considering the frailties of and was of a troubled spirit
these vessels of clay. If we were shows no distress, as on the eve
to neglect our bodies in proper of His death says to His own,
exercise, "Let not your heart be troublnourishment,
cleanliness, logic tells us we are ed." Himself being sorrowful,
headed for trouble. Likewise it would soothe the sorrows of
is so with our spiritual side! We others. Himself being discommust feed, and nourish our souls forted, comforts His own having
in prayer, and the Word, or we "loved them unto the end"
begin to forget what we have treading "the winepress
learned at the feet of Jesus. "Let alone."
not your heart be troubled"
Were not the troubled hearts
can be in reference to seeking of the eleven justified? Did they
out that "desert place", or not love their Master? Would
"entering your closet" and He now leave them when they
resting at the feet of Jesus.
had so delighted in and enjoyed
There is a painting that is His presence? Could they not
very popular in so.called Chris- see the troubled spirit of their
tian book stores, of an aged man Master? Was it so true that one
bowing his head in prayer over a among them, who had served
bowl of soup and a crust of with them in preaching, healing,
bread. On the table is the Bible. and handling the treasury,
Why is this picture so pop- would be a traitor? Would
ular among religious circles? Peter, who seemed to be the
Because it speaks of fellowship strongest among them, actually
with God and serenity. The ra- deny Him? Would they all intions may have been meager, deed forsake Him? Where was
but the aged man is content. the Master to go that they would
You see, some of the best not find Him? What could all
moments in this life are often this mean? Yea, such a dark
missed by the child of God when time for this little church. For
he is not alone with his Lord. we notice the Lord did not say,
Not alone with his Bible. Many "let not your hearts", but He
find sitting in front of the televi- spoke to them as one, in the
sion relaxing, but you will never singular, signifying the necessity
have one-tenth the blessing you to unity in His Word and work!
could have had by relaxing with And by the word, "let", signifythe Lord; at His feet, in His ing the responsibility of the
Word. Most of the time I find church. Words spoken to the
myself bored and disgusted eleven, to the elect, to the local
when I turn off the TV to retire; church. Likewise words which
but when I retire with the Word yet speak to you and me today
of God, I find peace and com- as a church and people.
fort after the end of the days
Our Lord was not like the
battle. Is this not so?
many today who "say and do
However,lest we neglect the not." Like those who would
full and proper meaning of our pray for the poor while they aid
text, let us observe again John them not. We find that this
14:1-3 and consider the cir- physician knows the sure cure
cumstances that prompted these for the spiritual heart trouble we
words. These words of comfort often have. He, in fact, gives
were spoken to His own on the three prescriptions, three sure
very eve of His death. Here we cures, for heart trouble. Let us
to consider the observe.
need
thoughtfulness, the love, the
The first cure for the troubled
care the Lord Jesus has for His heart, that is, when we just canown. Here we need to see the ex- not find answers to the things
ample Christ has set forth for that trouble us; be it finances,
us.
sicknesses, family problems,
John 13 begins with the needs, threats in the world,
words: "Now before the feast trouble in the church, etc., is
of the passover, when Jesus found in John 14:1, "Ye
knew that his hour was come believe in God, believe also in
that he should depart out of
(Continued on Page 4 Column 2)
this world... (v 21) He was
troubled in spirit, and THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
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testified, and said, Verily,
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verily, I say unto you, that
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•this the greatest of all men. Now
His greatest work of all must
If it is wrong to eat in the church building because that would be
come as He is led as a lamb to
eating in church; can women speak in the church building before or
the slaughter, appearing to men
as a mere mortal also. "Believe
after the service; or would this be speaking in church? Explain if
also in me" is indeed a
there is a difference.
reference to the future for our
blessing, for after His resurrecfor eating in a building, but for mands the same belief in Him as tion He declares, "Blessed are
CLYDE T.
eating a meal and calling it the God, thus signifying that He is they that have not seen, and
EVERMAN
indeed God. Again this also yet have believed." Yea, the
Lord's supper.
108 Burdsall Ave.
Ft. Mitchell, Ky.
shows us that mere belief in a eleven have already had this
41017
god is not sufficient for religion blessed priviledge, but it is a
SAM
WILSON
of faith for James 2:19 declares; blessing of which we, who
DEACON
1490 North
"Thou believest that there is believe by faith, shall alSo not be
Calvary
Spring St.
Baptist Church
one God; thou doest well: the denied. We are by His own
Gladwin,
MI
Ashland, KY.
demons also believe, and words, even more blessed, for
48624
tremble." Man does as well as though we have not seen yet, by
PASTOR
the demons to believe in God, grace we have believed. Peter
Grace
but He does not tremble at the states in I Peter 1:8 -of the Lord
Baptist
Church
"What? have ye not houses
Word. Our Lord declares, Jesus: "Whom not having
Gladwin. MI
to eat and drink in? or despise
ye the church of God, —"(I
Let me begin this answer by "Believe in God." It is in direct seen, ye love; in whom,
Cor. 11:22). "Let your women making a statement. I see reference to the heavenly Father though now ye see him not,
keep silence in the churches: nothing wrong with eating in the of whom Christ taught and yet believing, ye rejoice with
for it is not permitted unto church building. It is just a always sought the glory. When joy unspeakable and full of
them to speak;—" (I Cor. building, and not the church. I the disciples said "Lord teach glory.""Let not your heart be
14:34).
have no quarrel with you if you us to pray", our Lord respond- troubled...Believe also in
with joy
If the church building is the feel otherwise. If you don't want ed with the model prayer of me...rejoice
church there would be no dif- to eat in a church building, then Matt. 6:9-13, and in this He unspeakable" for He is the
ference. It would be just as don't! I will not criticize you shows His people what first "God of all comfort,"
The second prescription for
wrong for a woman to speak and I wish you would not thought should engage the mind
while in the building as to eat criticize me. I think there are as we pray; namely, "Our the troubled heart is John 14:2.
while in the building. I said, if some things that are left up to Father.' The Father, your "In my Father's house are
the building is the church; but one's conscience. Now, let me Father that knoweth what many mansions..." How their
the building is not the church. make a few observations about things ye have need of before ye hearts were troubled for they
ask Him. The Father which had so longed for the Messiah to
According to the Word of God a the question before us. .
seeth.
He would not have His come and re-establish the throne
church is made up of an organizIf we cannot eat in the church
ed body of baptized believers, building because it would be own to be of troubled heart. He of David. They had so longed to
46—and the same day there
be free from the captivity of
eating in church, then to be con- would have us to remember the
were added unto them about sistent we should not have our Father which "sees" and Rome. They had not understood
three thousand souls, And the women speak in the church "knows" all things. He would that Christ must first suffer, and
Lord added to the church dai- building because they are in have us to believe in the then reign. Thus our Lord
ly such as should be saved" church. You can say that is silly sovereignty of God. In His pro- points their hearts to a heavenly
(Acts 2: 41, 47). A church if you like, but it is also a fact. vidence and care in all matters. kingdom, "my Father's
building is only the place where If, after services are over, it is In the knowledge that He yet house." The heart of the child
the church meets together to wrong for me to eat in the rules in the lives and cares of His of God is never troubled when it
worship God. This place may be church building; then it is wrong own. That nothing may befall us dwells on heavenly matters. It is
a building which is owned by the for my wife to speak in that or trouble us that He has not so earthly matters that trouble!
church. It may be a home. The same building.
willed. Therefore, "Let not Here we have no certain abiding
place no certain security;
home of Priscilla and Aquila
I think many are mis- your heart be troubled," "if
was a place for a church to meet interpreting the verses in our God be for us who can be nothing is ever really stable. Na(Rom. 16:3-9). It may be in a text. The reference there is not against us?" Rom. 8:31). If tions and kingdoms turn and are
barn, or even out by "a river to their eating in the church, but God is on your side, why be overturned. All our worldly
goods may go up in smoke.
side" (Acts 16:13). But where is a reference to their making a troubled? "Believe in God."
Enemies and governments may
ever the church meets, the place meal out of the Lord's Supper.
Our Lord concludes His first
take what is ours at will, but for
is not the church.
Rather than giving the Supper prescription for the troubled
Our building in Ashland has a the place it deserved, they were heart with the words, "believe His grace. Thus we are to
sign in front with these words: simply coming together and also in me." He is also the Eter- remember the Father's house.
"Calvary Baptist Church." This having a feast and party. I think nal One, and yet the one who Yea, it speaks to us of a
does not mean that the building an honest examination of these would so lay down His life for "home." A place where we can
receive love and welcome; where
is the church, but Calvary Bap- verses will bear this out.
the sheep. We must understand we may retire at rest and peace.
tist Church meets there for worLastly, let me give a couple of that the Lord is not charging the
where we retire as a
ship service. When the church is examples that this leads to. eleven with disbelief, but A place
family in togetherness!
not holding service there, the First, this would mean that rather, giving them a challenge
"In my Father's house are
building is like any other my family and I could never to their faith in the soon coming
many mansions." More probuilding.
have a meal in our house. We events. He had always been in perly 'rendered, "are many
The only time the women are live in the church building. It is their presence, moving in and
places.'
commanded to keep silent is, wrong for us to eat here? I know out among them; always at their abiding or dwelling
with
Men
always
build
houses
"in the church," that is while some of you will say that is dif- disposal, always attentive to
limits in mind. Limited cost,
the church is assembled in wor- ferent, but how? If it is wrong to their needs, even as He is now.
materials, size, etc; and further
ship service. The same is true as eat in the church building, it is but He is about to be removed,
without knowledge as to who
far as eating on church proper- wrong regardless of cir- taken away, and that most crue- will
possess the dwelling, all the
ty, on the grounds, or in the cumstances. I assure you there- ley and violently. "Believe also
while knowing that it can never
building. The only time a are and have been many in this in me" implies that they must 'De a permanent
structure. But
church was condemned for same circumstance. For a long continue to believe in Him as
the many dwelling places in the
eating a meal was when the time we met in the basement of they did while He stood in the house of God
have always been
church at Corinth was coming, Cletus and Mary Ann
Snyder in midst of them, in the flesh. They and always will be. As the Lord
"together in one place" to eat Winston-Salem. Was it wrong must now believe in Him as they of glory, Christ
had been there
the Lord's supper. It seems the for them to eat in their house? do the Father, though having in the midst of it and thus gives
church was coming together and Certainly not.
not seen, believe in. He was us a glimpse into the heavenlies
eating a meal, instead of observsoon
to become invisible to them by this brief description of our
Lastly; to what extreme are
ing the supper as they had been
for seasons upon seasons; thus future home. Yea, a home with
taught, in remembrance of the we going to carry this? Can you does Scripture declare to us to- room enough for all His
One who died for them. (I Cor- chew gum in church? Can you day that "Faith is the children; the saved of all time,
or even a cough substance of things hoped
inthians 11:20-34). By doing eat a life saver
get a drink of for, the evidence of things not centuries and generation upon
drop?
Can
you
this they were told, "—ye
water
church?
I think this seen."(Heb. 11:1) Without His generation! He who had not
in
the
despise the church of God."
God bless physical presence the eleven where to lay His head while on
answers
question.
the
Note, there is nothing said
this sin cursed earth, assures us
would suffer a trying of faith, so that it shall not be so for us in
about a building. The church you all.
thus He declared, "Believe also the Father's house.
had assembled for worship, to
in me." "Believe also in me'
observe the "Lord's Supper,"
"If it were not so, I would
but they were eating and drinkas you do the invisible Father have told you." As the God
(Continued from Page 3)
ing, making a meal of it. Also
that you may be blessed and who cannot lie, He gives this
note they were not condemned me." It would seem to me that not troubled, "I ' will not confirmation to the troubled
the Russelities and all those who leave you comfortless" I heart. Yea, His firsthand report
deny the Deity of Christ,would will come to you" (v. 18). of what He had seen with the
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
. have a great deal of trouble de- In Matthew 13:16 our Father is to be believed. Have
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nying the teachings of Christ Lord had declared to the dis- you seen many of the travel
PAGE FOUR
here. For, you see, He com- ciples; "Blessed are your brochures today that promise
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you "heaven on earth"? When
you go to this or that place you
meet with disappointment? You
come away saying "It didn't live
up to what it claimed." No so
here! Here in thissure promise
of Christ we have no "limited
warranty" or "fine print." Here
we have the facts and full truth
from Him who is truth. "Let
not your heart be troubled...
If it were not so, I would have
told you." I would not deceive
you. I would not tell you of
things that do not exist." We
consider the child who is given
the glory of man-made objects in
the forms of ice cream cones or
balloons, and observe his disappointment as the ice cream falls
from the cone to the ground, or
the balloon that breaks. His expression is,"you mean to tell me
that this small pleasure was not
to last? I feel deceived! But
with the Lord it is, "If it were
not so, I would have told
you."
"I go to prepare a place for
you." How do the words, "I
go" strike you? To me they ask,
How did He go? Yea, through
the trials of great suffering at the
hands of men, becoming a curse
on the cursed tree, treading
through the horrors of death and
hell, "I go" he says, to achieve
victory for you. "I go" in your
place. "I go" because you cannot — you cannot enter the
Father's house without me. "I
go" as captive to sin for your
freedom from it. And there on
Calvary's hill he declares, "It is
finished." I have prepared a
place for you." Thus He has
now given us the right to enter
the Father's house. Never has
He forgotten His own! "I go to
prepare a place for you.." He
prepared Eden for Adam who
by transgression fell. He
prepared paradise for the elect
who by faith are given eternal
life. He, as the God of
foreknowledge knew and does
know what we shall have need of
in the Father's house.
Some closing thoughts to consider. Do you know what it
means when a child of God
dies? It means that the
"abiding place" in the Father's
house is now ready to receive
them. "Let not your heart be
troubled." Do we know of a
dear saint near death? The door
of the Father's abiding place is
opening, while the door to this
fleeting life is closing. "Let not
your heart be troubled." "...I
will come again, and receive
you unto myself; that where I
amf there ye may be also...
Let not your heart be troubled... I go away and come
again unto you." This beloved
is the third prescription for
spiritual heart trouble. It is an
uplifting joy for we consider that
this is imminent. As one author
puts it: "He will not send for us,
but will personally come for us.
He will not take us but rather
"receive" us along His side to
serve the Father and Him and to
be ever in His presence to
behold His wonderous glory. "I
will come again.., and come
again unto you." "Let not
your heart be troubled."
"Peace I leave with you, My
peace I give unto you: Not as
the world giveth, give I unto
you, Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be
afraid" (John 14:27). May His
comfort abide upon you all.
Amen.
"Now I Paul myself
beseech you by the meekness
and gentleness of Christ, who
in presence am base among
you, but being absent am
bold toward you:"
(II Cor. 10: 1, 2).

r access
To have suffered much is like knowing many languages: it gives the suffere

to many more people.

Christ, in His death gave the the preaching of the cross is
that perish
(lb law of God all it could demand to them
in our behalf. So that God can foolishness; but unto us
both be just and the justifier of which are saved it is the
him that believeth in Jesus. power of God"(I Cor.1:18).
SUBMIT QUESTIONS ON ANY BIBLE SUBJECT
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Pain is neither a blessing nor a curse. It is an opportunity.
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SATISFACTORY fifty-third chapter of Isaiah. He
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forever and forever. "For he
hath made him to be sin For
us, who knew no sin. that we
might
made the
be
righteousness of God in him'
Cor. 5:211. Let us moreover
remember that He was made a
curse for us... "Christ hath
redeemed us from the curse
of the law, being made a.curie
for us: for it is written, Cursed is everyone that hangethon
a tree:" (Gal. 3:13). Here's
where mercy and truth met
together, and righteousness and
peace have kissed each other...
(Psalms 85:10). As old
Christmas Evans once said
"Justice laid down his sword at
the foot of the cross-. We agree.
That is true for God's elect people. For the unbelievers and all
who obey not the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord
Jesus shall be revealed from
heaven with His mighty
angels... "In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and obey not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ: Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the
Lord, and from the glory of
his power:"(II Thes. 1:8, 9). I
will quote here from the
Amplified Bible v.9, "Such
people will pay the penalty
and suffer the punishment of
everlasting ruin (destruction
and perdition) and (eternal
exclusion and banishment)
from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of His
power."
Some may not understand
what is meant by not obeying
the gospel of Christ mentioned
here. It is not receiving Christ as
Lord and Saviour. To clarify
this, let us us observe Christ's
words ..."He that rejecteth
me, and .receiveth not my
words, hath one that judgeth
him: the word that I have
spoken, the same shall judge
him in the last day" (John
12:48).
It is further said in our text
that Christ will justify many. In
relation therefore to this part of
the message I will now call your
attention to the following Scriptures..."For as by one man's
'disobedience many were
made sinners, so by the obedience of/ one shall many be
made righteous" (Rom.
5:19)..."But as many as
received him,to them gave he
power to become the sons of
God,even to them that believe
on his name: Which were
born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man,but of God"(John
1:12,13)..."And when the Gentiles heard this, they were
glad, and glorified the word
of the Lord: and as many as
were ordained to eternal life
believed" (Acts 13:48). Years
ago before God had revealed the
blessed doctrine of election to
me, I wanted to read this verse
this way "As many as believed
were ordained to eternal life".
Now praise God, I love to read
it just as He has it in His
wonderful word...As many as
were ordained to eternal life
believed". Dear hearts, I see no
place here in our text, nor in the
whole chapter of Isaiah 53, that
would support a universal
atonement. It all stands out to
be very particular in its application.
For He shall bear their ini••••••••••••01~10401"WONONPIAM
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makes it clear that He bore the
sin of many. The "many"
relates to the many whom He
justifies in verse eleven.
Someone says,`.`We know He
bore our sins, but how about
Him being raised for our
Be
it
justification?'
remembered that the resurrection of our Lord is the ratification of the atonement He made
for us on the cross. It is the
receipt of our justification. It is
God's token of His satisfaction
with the atonement Christ made
for the sins of His people. So the
Apostle Paul writes saying..
"And if Christ be not raised,
your faith is vain; ye are yet in
your sins" II Cor. 15:171. His
resurrection is God's amen to
Christ's death and sacrifice for
the penalty for our sins. As Paul
says by the Holy Spirit...
"Whereof he hath given
assurance unto all men, in
that he hath raised him from
the dead"(Acts 17:31). 8o then
as the Scriptures further say...
"Who was delivered for our
offences, and was raised
again for our justification"
(Rom. 4:25). Rejoice. 0 ye
saints for the everlasting covenant is secured by His precious
blood (Heb. 13:20), and all who
are engaged in this covenant are
secure and saved from the...wrath
to come... "Much more then,
being now justified by his
blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through him" (Rom.
5:9).
"His oath, His covenant, His
blood support me in the raging
flood. When every earthly prop
gives way, this still is all my
strength and stay.
Some years ago I was privileged to meet Brother C.D. Cole at
Mortons Gap, Kentucky where
he was then pastor of a Baptist
church. He had this to say about
justification and the assurance
of the true believers in
Christ..."The happy man is the
one who has his transgression
forgiven and his sin covered. To
him the Lord will not impute iniquity. Non-imputation of sin is
one of the grandest truths ever
written. The happy man has
sins experimentally, but he has
Asalr

no sins in a judicial and legal
sense. They are forgiven, they
are covered, they are not charged. In Micah 7:19,it is said that
God casts our sins into the depths of the sea. He does not cast
them as a cork that keeps bobing up, but as lead which sinks
to the bottom".
In closing this message to
you, it is said in our text..."For
bear their
he
shall
iniquities"."He was wounded
for our transgressions, he was
bruised for our iniquities: the
chastisement of our peace was
upon him: and with his
stripes we are healed" (Isaiah
53:5).
In the spring of 1936 I looked
upon the face of my dying dad..
He was nearly forty-three years
of age. His countenance was
ghastly and pale. he had but a
little more than two months to
go in his pilgrimage on earth. As
I went out into the woods that
morning to pray, I felt a weight
of great heaviness upon my soul.
I had been running from the
sacred call to preach for around
nine months. As I prayed for
relief, I couldn't surrender to
the call but I couldn't get away
from it either. However, that
morning my merciful Lord
spoke to my heart. Not with
audible voice but with that still
small voice that goes so deep into the soul and spirit. Our God
doesn't have to holler loud to be
heard. The message He gave to
me was this — "I died for your
sins, I rose from the dead, for
your justification, you can go
and tell this to the people." I
rose to my feet and said, "Yes
Lord, by your help, I can do
that-. Now, for fifty years and
more I have by His sovereign
grace and power of the anointing of the Holy Spirit done that.
"I will greatly rejoice in the
Lord, my soul shall be joyful
in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of
salvation, he hath covered me
with
of
the . robe
righteousness,
as
a
bridegroom- decketh himself
with ornaments, and as a
bride adorneth herself with
her jewels" (Isaiah 61:10).
One more word, friend, have
MOM".

MY CONVERSION TO CHRIST
by T.B. Freeman
While praying about another
vessel of mercy to write on for
this issue of the "Messenger," it
is the pleasure of my Lord, I
believe, for me to relate to you
something of my own conversion
to my Lord Jesus Christ for His
glory and praise.
While living on a farm on the
Old Elizabethton highway near
Bluff City, Tennessee, in the
spring of 1928, it pleased my
Lord to call me by His grace, to
repentance and faith in Christ.
While attending a revival
meeting at the First Baptist
Church at Bluff City, there was
an aged preacher conducting the
meeting named Snow. I do not
remember his first name. He
had a long white beard and a
tender countenance. I cannot
recall him as a dynamic speaker,
and there was nothing sensational in his preaching.
However, as for me, there was
in his preaching the still, small
voice of God (I Kings 19:12).
It must have been around
three months before this
meeting that God brought me to
begin thinking about conversion. There was a boy who lived
near me named Ralph Dolen
who later in life became a
highway patrolman. I helped
preach his funeral at his decease

when he was but thirty years of
age. This boy and I were buddies, and in everything almost,
but we were sinners engaged in .
almost all kinds of wickedness.
Then one day as I noticed a
change in him, I said to Him,
"Ralph, what is wrong with
you, you seem so different?" He
said, "I've been converted.
didn't you know it?" I said,
"Converted, what do you
mean?" The conversation on
the subject dropped there, but
what he said remained upon tity
mind.
The school I attended let us
out for the day services of,the
meeting, and both morning and
evening of this meeting were
more than I could shake off.
Conviction of my sin became
heavy, and especially at night as
I retired for sleep. My sins rose
before me like billows of the sea.
I was sore afraid of meeting God
unprepared.
It was the last Sunday morning of that meeting that the cross
of Christ came before me, not
visibly, of course, but mentally.
and for the first time in my poor
life, I had come to realize that
Christ died for my sins. As I sat
there weeping, the preacher
finished her sermon, and stepped down before the front pew,
(Continued on Page 12 Column 1)

you been justified? If
not... "Believe on the Lord
Jesus 'Christ. and thou shalt
he saved" (Acts 16:31).

BIBLE FLEES
(Continued from Page 1)

sin and the temptation of sin, we
would live holier lives for the
glory of God. If, when sin approached us, we would run like
scared rabbits, we would be a
lot better off. I suppose the attractiveness of sin is one reason
we do not flee. The devil has
painted sin up so beautiful to the
flesh. He has disguised sin with
beauty, while underneath lies
the true appearance of sin. My
beloved friends, if I would
describe sin to you. and you
could grasp it's true appearance,
you would certainly flee from it;
when it approached. If you
would stop and realize what it
cost you to be involved with sin
you would flee. Sin will cost you
rewards in heaven. Sin will cost
you fellowship with God. Sin
will cause you to bring reproach
upon the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Sin will hurt your
testimony with the world. Sin
will hurt the church of which
you are a member and the work
it is doing. Yes beloved, sin will
cost you. Sin will never, never
help you in any way. Sin will
never benefit you in the least.
Sin always costs and it is always
destructive. So. with this in
mind, let us study some of the
Bible flees.
I. Flee Idolatry. I Corinthians 10:14, "Wherefore, my
dearly beloved, flee from
idolatry." If you were to read
on thru verse 33, you would find
that the Bible has some strong
language concerning - idolatry.
Verse 21 says this about
idolatry, "Ye cannot drink the
cup of the Lord, and the cup
of devils: ye cannot be partakers of the Lord's table, and
Of the table of devils."In other
words Baptist friend,(and I say
Baptist for no other people
observe the Lord's supper), you
have not the right to sit at the
Lord's supper if you are involved in idolatry. If you are a child
of God you need to flee from
idolatry as fast as you can, and
serve and give all of your praise
to the Lord, who has saved your
soul from hell. The God of the
Bible, who sovereignly rules and
reigns in heaven and earth, is
worthy of all of your praise. Will
you, like Israel, become involved in idolatry after God has
delivered you with such a great
deliverence?
Some may say,"Surely no
Christian would do such a thing
in our day." Well, my friend, I
am afraid that is not the case.
Many Christians, many of
which are learned Baptists are
involved with idols. Many are
idolatrous when they become involved with Christmas and
Easter. Both of these come from
heathen festivals which magnify
heathen gods. The Roman
Catholic Church says she has
Christianized them, but who is
she to use the word Christian.
Certainly this organization,
which is referred to in the Bible
as the Great Whore and the
Mother of Harlots and
Abominations, could not or
would not Christianize
anything. But many will chase
after idols such as trees, bunny
rabbits, and all sorts of
ridiculous things; all in the
name of God. Well, God doesn't
want you to do that. God is not
pleased with this foolishness.
God says He will not share His
glory with another. Now you are
to flee from all idolatry. You are

not to tamper with it at all. You
are not to toy with it, experiment with it, nor are you to even
get close to it. The word flee
means just what it says.
Another form of idolatry is
coveteousness. Colossians 3:5
says, "Mortify therefore your
members which are upon the
earth; fornication, uncleanness, inordinate affection,
evil concupiscence, and
covetousness, which is
idolatry." Covetousness is a
great sin also. As long as you are
a coveteous person your, mind
will not be on the things of the
Lord. When you put possessions
ahead of the Lord they become
idols to you. Brother and Sister,
if we could get this one thing
straight in our minds, we would
be so much better off. Listen,
what you want so badly in this
life, as far as possessions are
concerned, you will not want;
nor will you have need of, after
you leave this life. God has provided for you all that you need.
He will continue to provide as
He sees fit. In order for you to
serve with all of your mind and
strength, you must flee from
idols. Thus we see, our first Bible flee is an important one. It is
one that you cannot afford to ignore any longer.
II. Flee the love of money. I
Timothy 6:10, "For the love of
money is the root of all evil:
which while some coveted
after, they have erred from
the faith, and pierced
themselves through with
many sorrows." The Bible
doesn't say that money is the
root of all evil, but that the love
of it is. The love of money is the
cause of much evil. Men will lie
to others because of the love of
it. Men will kill because of their
love of it. Men will lose and forsake morality for the love of it. I
think of the prostitutes, how
they will sell their own bodies to
strangers for money. They will
take children and make them do
hideous things in movies for the
love of money. The Bible says
we are to flee from this kind of
love. This kind of love is not
profitable for the child of God.
In fact, this kind of love is a sin.
Oh, how the lives of Christians
have been wrecked by the love
of money. Many,for the love of
money, have left the church;
and gone off to jobs where they
could make more money.
Money came before God.
Money was more important
than God and the church He
built. As a result, children have
been brought up without a
phureh life. Now, I know, and
full well realize, men must make
a living. I think it is wrong for a
man to lie around and expect someone else to provide for his
family. But many will leave a
good job, where they have a true
church to go to,for a better paying job that has no church close
by. Now beloved, which is more
important to them, God or
money? Let me close this part of
the message by saying this.
David was a faithful servant of
God. David was a king, who lived in a palace, and had all of
the money that He could spend.
David was used of God, and
God allowed him to have all that
he possessed. This was fine and
well. On the other hand, we
have another great servant of
God, 'whose name was John.
He, on the other hand, served
God in the desert; wearing
camels hair, and eating off the
land. Both were great servants.
Now, beloved, money does not
mean anything to them now.
Nor did it in their lifetime. They
served God and He provided as
He saw fit. Their God will do
(Continued on Page 8 Column 3)

Sore distress is a blessing in disguise if it drives us to the power of faith and prayer.

REVELATION
Well, beloved, what happened in Elijah's day as a result of
the sin of the people when Ahab
and Jezebel were king and
queen, and when Baal and
being
were
Astaroth
worshipped—what happened
back there, beloved, is scheduled to take place again during
this tribulation period. In other
words, the last half of this
tribulation period is to be a time
when no rain shall fall upon the
earth. I rather imagine that the
same Elijah who shut off the
water supply of Israel during
Ahab's reign, will likewise be
the individual who shall shut off
the water supply of Jerusalem
during the tribulation period.
It is also conspicuous that
these two witnesses have the
Power over plagues. The Word
of God tells us this: "...and
have power over waters to
turn them to blood, and to
smite the earth with all
Plagues, as often as they will"
(Rev. 11:61.
Well, beloved, the Word of
God prophesies that there will
be a repetition of the plagues of
Egypt."According to the days
of thy coming out of the land
of Egypt, will I shew unto him
marvellous things- (Micah
You can't read this without
realizing that there is to be a
repetition of the plagues of
Egypt. There is no record of any
time when they have yet been
repeated, and the only time I
know of when they shall be
repeated, is during this last half
of the tribulation period. SeemInglY it is at that time that
waters are to be turned into
blood, and the plagues of Egypt
will be revisited upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem just as
often as these two witnesses wish
such to take place.
These two witnesses have a
definite prophecy, and they are
immortal until their work is
completely finished. "And
when they shall have finished
their testimony, the beast that
ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war
against them, and shall overcome them, and kill them"
(verse seven).
How marvelous to know that
these two could not be killed until their work was completed.
Our Lord had given to them a
task, and no man could bring
their lives to an end until that
task itself was completed.
Well, beloved, isn't that true
So far as each of us are concerned today? We are immortal until
our life's work is done. Every
one of us has a task set out
before us; we are building a temple yonder in the sky--a life's
temple.And as long as our work
is unfinished, we are immortal.
Yet, beloved, when our work
Comes to an end, and when our
work is finished, then our life
Will be immortal no longer. Let
rue read to you from God's
Word, that you might see that
each of us has a time alloted to
us so far as our life and our life's
work is concerned: "Seeing his
days are determined, the
number of his months are
With thee, thou has appointed
his bounds that he cannot
Pass"(Job 14:5).
It is conspicuous in this
Passage that He tells us that our
days and our months are determined, and that He has set a
bound beyond which we cannot
Pass. But let's notice it again:
"And hath made of one blood
all nations of men for to
dwell on all the face of the

earth, and hath determined
the times before appointed.
and the bounds of their
habitation- (Acts 17:261.
This verse tells us that our
Lord has determined the times
before appointed. That means,
beloved, that He has determined
our lives, the span of them, and
that He has appointed the
breath of our lives. In other
words, we all are immortal until
our work is finished and
everything comes to completion.
This is what we- find relative to
these two prophets, Enoch and
Elijah, They were immortal until their work was completed.

John R. Gilpin
Then, beloved, it is just as
conspicuous that when their
work was completed, they were
slain. We read it here in the
seventh verse. I say, beloved, it
is indeed conspicuous that when
their work was finished, and the
last message had been preached
by them that our Lord desired
be preached, they were slain.
And they sealed their testimony
with their own blood. Thereby
they fulfilled Jesus' own prediction when He said: "Nevertheless 1 must walk to day,
and to morrow, and the day
following: for it cannot be
that a prophet perish out of
Jerusalem" (Luke 13:33).
What was true of these two in
that they were slain and that
they sealed their life's testimony
with their blood, will likewise be
true of every individual who is
saved during the tribulation
period. I frankly believe in addition to the 144,000 Jews that
will be saved, that there will be a
tremendous multitude of Gentiles who will come to saving
knowledge of the Lord Jesus
Christ. I am convinced of this in
view of the statement that John
gives us in Revelation 7:9:
"After this I beheld, and lo, a
great multitude, which no
man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood
before the throne, and before
the Lamb, clothed with white
robes, and palms in their
hands.I can't read this without
realizing that there is going to be
a tremendous multitude who
will be saved during the tribulation period. Yet at the same
time, beloved, in His Word, we
have every indication each person who is saved in this tribulation period of irreligion and
blasphemy when the anti-Christ
is in control of this world, that
he shall seal his life's testimony
with his life's blood, that he will
go to heaven as a martyr of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
When these witnesses have
finished their testimony and are
killed, their dead bodies are
denied the sepulchre.
"And their dead bodies
shall lie in the street of the
great city, which spiritually is
called Sodom and Egypt,
where also our Lord was

crucified. And they of the have dared to stand for the they are concerned, and that
pe6ple and kindreds and Word of God and who have coupled with the earthquake
tongues and nations shall see dared to rebuke them for their which leveled a tenth of the city
their dead bodies three da),s heresies and worldliness and ir- whereby seven thousand people
and an half. and shall not suf- religion. I am satisfied right were killed--all this together
fer their dead bodies to be put now, that if I were to die, there make the people realize that it
are individuals who would was nothing short of the power
in graNes- (Rev. 11:8. 91.
a
is
It
strange.
their hats into the air, and of God which they were exindeed
is
throw
This
command of God in behalf of rejoice over my death. If that is periencing.
Well, beloved, I want you to
Jews in the Old Testament that true of me, beloved, I am sure
even if a man were hanged, he that it is also true of countless notice that what was true in this
was to be buried before the day thousands of faithful men scat- respect, is going to be true of all
came to a close. "And if a man tered here and there over the the world. "Wherefore God
have committed a sin worthy country. Perhaps they are also hath highly exalted him,
of death, and he be to be put maybe unknown to us, yet, and given him a name which
to (leath. and thou hang him beloved, in their own small way is above every name: That at
on a tree: His body shall not and sphere they have stood the name of Jesus every knee
remain all night upon the faithfully for our Lord, and they should bow, of things in
tree. but thou shalt in any are hated of the world accor- "heaven, and things in earth,
wise bury him that day: (for dingly. If they were to fall dead and things under the earth;
he that is hanged is accursed today, their enemies would re- And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is
of God:) that thy land be not joice over their death.
(1 the
to the glory of C--,
Lord,
concerning
true
Well, this is
defiled, which the Lord thy
2:9-11).
(Phil.
Father"
Their
witnesses.
intwo
an
these
for
thee
giveth
God
Someday the Lord Jesus
heritance- (Dent. 21: 22, 231. enemies are happy to think that
who was the lowly
Christ,
witnesses
these
are
longer
are
no
Here are individuals who
when He was here in
Nazarene
Lord
the
will
longer
alive-no
than
worse
considered
is going to reign as
world,
this
officially
criminals, yet contrary to the have a representative
And at that
Nazarene.
lordly
--no
the
Jerusalem
of
even
that
Lord,
city
our
the
in
of
command
a criminal be buried before the longer is there anyone there that time every knee is going to bow
end of the day, the bodies of can have control, power, and before Him. That will not only
these two witnesses, we find, dominion over them. No longer be true of men on earth and the
were even denied the grave or is there a preacher in the city of saints of God in heaven, but that
Jerusalem that can protect will be true of those under the
the sepulchre.
Now here is a passage of himself by blowing fire at them. world, too. I tell you, beloved,
Scripture that used to give me a It is a time of rejoicing for these that it won't do men any good to
bow before Him, but every indupes of the anti-Christ.
lot of trouble.
will bow before Him
dividual
However, what brings rejoicI am frank to say that the first
that He is
acknowledge
will
and
three
for
enemies
from
these
preached
to
ing
time that I ever
the book of Revelation, taking it days, likewise brings sorrow to Lord to the praise and honor of
chapter by chapter, and verse by them at the end of three days. God the Father. Well, what is
verse, I didn't know how that all For at the end of three days, going to be true then, will
the world was going to be able to these two witnesses were raised likewise be true and take place
see these individuals lying there back to life. "And after three during this tribulation period.
in the streets of Jerusalem.Yet, days and an half the Spirit of Then they will have to admit
beloved, verses eight and nine life from God entered into that the powerful, miraculous,
tell us that people, kindreds, them, and they stood upon the supernatural God has been
tongues, and nations, shall see their feet; and great fear fell witnesses to, and demonstrated
their dead bodies lying there in upon them which saw them" to them within their very city.
III. The seventh Trumpet.
the streets of Jerusalem. I say, (verse eleven).
the seventh angel
"And
and
three
They had preached
beloved, I didn't understand
and there were great
sounded;
dead
were
they
years,
And
place.
half
take
a
how this could
three and a half days: now they voices in heaven, saying. The
frankly it used to bother me.
Now, beloved, I can see it, are arisen back to life. The joy kingdoms of this world are
and understand it without any that the enemies had bad, now become the kingdoms of our
difficulty at all. Television has turns to fear, for they see in their Lord, and of his Christ; and
made this passage of Scripture resurrection what they had fail- he shall reign for ever and
real and possible. A few days ed to see in their life. While the ever. And the four and twenty
ago I saw in a newscast, pictures world at large hated these two elders, which sat before God
of the bodies lying on the steets witnesses, thinking that they on their seats, fell upon their
of Hungary, where they had were only men, now they realiz- faces, and worshipped God,
been killed. Well, beloved, what ed that God was back of all that Saying. We give thee thanks,
is true in that newscast which I had happened.
0 Lord God Almighty, which
viewed recently, will likewise be
"And after three days and art, and wast, and art to come:,
true at the time when these two an half the Spirit of life from because thou hast taken to
witnesses are killed. It will be God entered into them, and thee thy great power,and hast
world-wide news that these two, they stood upon their feet; reigned. And the nations were
who opposed the anti-Christ and and great fear fell upon them angry, and thy wrath is come,
his system, are now dead. In which saw them. And the and the time of the dead, that
fact, it will be the biggest news same hour was there a great they shall be judged, and that
of the day, in view of the fact earthquake, and the tenth thou shouldest give reward
that they have "spit fire" at part of the city fell, and in the unto thy servants the protheir enemies, and after they earthquake were slain of men phets, and to the, saints, and
have devoured their enemies for seven thousand: and the rem- them that fear thy name,
three years and a half, and after nant were affrighted, and small and great; and
they couldn't be killed for forty- gave glory to the God of shouldest destroy them which
two months, it will be news that heaven"(Rev. 11:11, 13).
destroy the earth. And the
In verse eleven, you will temple of God was opened in
they now have succumbed, and
accordingly those who are under notice that fear came over the heaven, and there was seen in
the anti-Christ will refuse to crowd that saw these two his temple the ark of his testaallow them to be buried and will witnesses. Well, beloved, cons- ment; and there were lightnrejoice over the fact that they are cience is a fearful executioner. ings, and voices, and
dead. Thus their bodies will be These individuals who were con- thunderings, and an earthleft lying on the streets as a spec- scienceless concerning these two quake, and great hail" (Rev.
tacle for the people of the world prophets, who laughed and who 11:15-19). Following the events
to look at and rejoice over the made merry and rejoiced when connected with the two
fact that they are now dead and they were dead, now find cons- witnesses come the blowing of
will prophesy no more against cience working in their lives. the seventh trumpet, and with
And their fear is especially in- the blowing of this trumpet
the anti-Christ and his crowd.
This means, of course, that tensified by an earthquake. and comes the grand announcement
there will be great rejoicing the people are compelled to ad- of all ages, as noted in verse 15:
among the enemies of the Lord. mit against their wills that this is "And I will put enmity bet"And they that dwell upon the a manifestation of the power of ween thee and the woman,
earth shall rejoice over them, God.
and between thy seed and her
In verse thirteen, they even seed; it shall bruise thy head,
and make merry, and shall
send gifts one to another; went so far as to "give glory to and thou shall bruise his
because these two prophets the God of heaven. Now, heel- (Gen. 3:15).
From then on the world has
tormented them that dwelt on beloved, it is true that they
(Continued on Page 8 Column 1)
didn't want to give glory to the
the earth" (verse ten)..
Well, beloved, there are many God of heaven; it wasn't their
people today, I am sure, who joy to do so.But they were fear- THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
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would rejoice over the death of ful, and afraid. Conscience has
as
far
so
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task
faithful men and women who done a tremendous

The man who harbors ill-will against another has fast closed the ear of God against his own cry.
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been gripped in the throes of
warfare, but someday war will
come to an end, and then all the
kingdoms of this world will
become the kingdoms of our
Lord.
We are now living somewhere
between Genesis 3:15 and
Revelation 11:15. Just where, I
cannot say, but I think that we
are exceedingly close to Revelation 11:15. Surely there can't be
much more take place before
this Scripture becomes a blessed
reality.
When this announcement was
made, it is interesting to notice
the voices that resounded from
heaven. They are described as
"great voices" (verse 15). They
are doubtlessly shouting
"hallelujah," in view of the fact
that the day of victory was thus
drawing nearer for the Lord
Jesus.
It is interesting to notice the
reaction of the twenty-four
elders. In fact, their reaction is
indeed conspicuous, since they
fall before God to worship Him
(verses 16,17).
As we have noticed previously, these elders represent the
redeemed host of all ages. There
were 38,000 Levites (1
Chronicles 23:3) in the Old
Testament economy, but only
twenty-four served at a time.
These twenty-four represented
the entire group. Well, these
twenty-four elders representing
the twelve Jewish tribes of the
Old Testament and the twelve
apostles of the New Testament,
fall before God to worship Him
when He becomes complete
Master of this world. What a
day of rejoicing it will be for the
children of God when this day
comes. May God speed the day!
Following this, God pulls the
curtains aside for us to get
another glimpse into heaven.
"And the temple of God was
opened in heaven, and there
was seen in his temple the ark
of his testament: and there
were lightnings, and voices,
and thunderings, and an earthquake and great hail"(Rev.
11:19).
And what is it that is conspicuously presented to us?
Nothing else but the Ark of
God.
When the Jews built their
tabernacle of worship, God told
them exactly how to build it,
and what furniture to make, and
how to make it. The ark which
was placed in the Holy of Holies
was symbolic of God's presence.
Through the years I used to
wonder what became of those
sacred vessels, including the ark
and the other pieces of furniture
related to the Jewish worship.
Well, beloved, they have been
preserved, and God has them all
safely stored in heaven. When
the curtains are pulled back, the
ark most significantly comes into view.
Don't forget that the ark is
symbolic of God's presence.
Then this would tell us that God
has been back of all the events of
the tribulation period, and even
back of all the events of the entire world. How we ought to
praise His Name in view of the
fact that nothing ever just "happens," and nothing comes to
pass by blind chance. God is
sovereignly controlling this
universe and has been back of
every event that has come into
the lives of the sons of men since
the day of Adam. What a blessing it is to know this truth. How
wonderfully grateful we should
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
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be to Him in view of the fact
that He is today, and has always
been, controlling the events of
(Continued from Page 61
our lives. Would to God that we
could realize He is always back the same for you. You do what is
of every event that comes into right and leave the rest to Him.
III. Another Bible flee is flee
our experience.
This is the great day we are fornication. I Corinthians 6:18
looking forward to--when our says, "Flee fornication. Every
Lord becomes completely sin that a man doeth is
sovereign in all the world. This without the body; but he that
is the great jubilee of all nations. committeth fornication sinIt is the day when His kingdom neth against his own body."
comes as is prophesied Fornication is a terrible sin. It is
just as terrible as it was years
throughout all the Bible.
"Yet have I set my king ago, only Christians have dropupon my holy hill of Zion. ped their guard on it. I think
Thou shalt break them with a that television and movies have
rod of iron; thou shalt dash played a major part in this. Forthem in pieces like a potter's nication, it seems is accentuated
on the air waves. Listen belovvessel" (Psalms 2:6,9).
"Behold, a king shall reign ed, sin is still sin. God has not
in righteousness, and princes changed about sin, and especialshall rule in judgment" ly about the sin of fornication.
God still sees the whore as a
(Isaiah 32:1).
"Behold, the days come, whore, and the whoremonger as
saith the Lord,that I will raise a whoremonger. Now again
unto David a righteous notice, that we are to flee from
Branch, and a King shall this sin. We are not to get close
reign and prosper, and shall to it, but rather run away from
execute judgment and justice it. Joseph comes to mind as I
in the earth. In his days think about this. "And it came
Judah shall be saved, and to pass about this time, that
israel shall dwell safely: and Joseph went into the house to
this is his name whereby he do his business; and there was
shall be called, THE LORD none of the men of the house
OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS'• there within. And she caught
him by his garment, saying,
(Jere. 23: 5, 6).
"BUT in the last days it Lie with me; and he left his
shall come to pass, that the garment in her hand, and flmountain of the house of the ed, and got him out."(Gen.
LORD shall be established in 39:11-12). Now Joseph did the
the top of the mountains, and right thing. He ran away from
it shall be exalted above the Potiphar's wife. He did not stay
hills; and people shall flow around when this woman tempunto it. And many nations ted him. I am sure that if many
shall come, and say, Come, people would have run like
and let us go up to the moun- Joseph, that their lives would
tain of the LORD, and to the not have been wrecked by this
house of the God of Jacob; sin. While here, let me give you
and he will teach us of his men a little advice, especially
ways, and we will walk in his you preacher brethren. When
paths: for the law shall go visiting women, by this I mean
forth of Zion, and the word of in your spreading of the gospel,
the LORD from Jerusalem. watch out for; and take care of
And he shall judge many peo- your reputation. Joseph was not
ple. and rebuke strong na- guilty of anything, but
tions afar off; and they shall Potiphar's wife produced some
beat thier swords into evidence against him, and he
plowshares, and their spears was sent to prison over it. So you
into pruning hooks: nation just be careful in this respect,
shall not life up a sword and if you run into this kind of
against nation, neither shall situation run like Joseph did.
Fornication is a sin all need to
they learn war any more. But
they shall sit every man under flee from. Our young people
his vine and under his fig need to be taught from the Word
tree; and none shall make of God about these things. They
them afraid: for the mouth of need to be taught to flee from
the LORD of hosts bath sex outside of marriage. The
young are taught in our day to
spoken it" (Micah 4:1-4).
"Thus saith the LORD of live with someone for a year or
hosts; It shall yet come to two to see if they are compass, that there shall come patable. This is totally contrary
people, and the inhabitants of to the Word of God. All sex outmany cities: And the in- side of marriage is sin, sin, sin,
habitants of one city shall go sin. So my dear friends, flee
to another, saying, Let us go from fornication. It will only brspeedily to pray before the ing you harm. Fornication has
LORD,and to seek the LORD never been good for anyone. I
of hosts: I will go also. Yea, Corinthians 6:18 said that, formany people and strong na- nication is a sin against your
tions shall come to seek the body. If you are saved you are
LORD of hosts in Jerusalem, sinning against God, and your
and to pray before the LORD. body, which is the temple of the
Thus saith the LORD of Holy Ghost.
hosts; In those days it shall
IV. Another Flee is to flee
come to pass, that ten men from the wrath to come. Matshall take hold out of all thew 3:7 says, "But when he
languages of the nations,even saw many of the Pharisees
shall take hold of the skirt of and Sadducees come to his
him that is a Jew, saying, We baptism, he said unto them,0
will go with you: for we have generation of vipers, who
heard that God is with you bath warned you to flee from
(Zech. 8:20-23).
the wrath to come?" Of all of
What a genuine privilege it is the flees, this one is the most imnow to serve the Lord! Whatjoy portant. There is a wrath on its
is going to be ours when He way. The wrath of God is a tercomes. Might it please the Lord rible and a fierce thing. There is
to speed the day when all this hell to pay if you die lost. Many
becomes a reality and when the joke about the wrath of God.
model prayer that Jesus taught Many will laugh it to scorn, but
us to pray--"Thy kingdom hell is there awaiting the sinner.
come..."(Matthew 6:10)--is One day the Lord Jesus Christ
fulfilled. We know that Himself will sit on a great
ultimately it shall be fulfilled, white throne, and judge all sinand our prayer now is that His ners small and great. They will
kingdom might speedily come.
be judged individually for all of
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their sins, even those secret sins,
which they think no one knows
about. The Lord Jesus Christ
will pronounce judgment upon
every one of them, and they all
will be cast into the lake of fire,
where they shall remain forever
and forever. I cannot adequately describe to you what it will be
like in that lake of fire. I do
know that no man has ever suffered on this earth like men will
suffer there. There will be those
awful flames scorching your
body throughout eternity. There
s‘ ill be knashing of teeth
among the individuals who are
there. There will be constant
pain and anguish. Some of you
will remember reading this sermon in the Baptist Examiner of
how awful a place that it is. You
will realize that the preacher
was right, when he said that he
could not adequately describe its
torments. Yes, you should flee
from this hell. If lost, you are
headed straight for its fires.
Men in this life will flee from
many things.even small things. I
remember one time I was with
my father-in-law and brotherin-law, and we were hunting rattlesnakes. We were looking
around an old house, and I was
beating around with a stick trying to arouse one. Well I didn't
arouse a snake, but I did
manage to anger a nest of
hornets. When I saw and felt
them, I tore out of there like a
bolt of lightning. But you
understand what I am saying.
Hornets are a small thing. The
stinging didn't last long, and it
was over and done with. Men
will flee from these small things,
and they will completely ignore
the wrath of God. Spurgeon
preached a sermon "Turn Or
Burn," and my friends that is
about the size of it. You say,
"preacher I thought you are a
sovereign grace preacher? Why
are you telling men to flee when
they are dead?" Well, I tell you
this because that is what John
the Baptist preached, and if he
was inspired to preach it; then I
feel free to preach it myself. Of
course, I will not stop here, and
not tell you to whom you are to
flee.
V. Flee unto God. Jesus
Christ is the only place in which
a man can run and Matthew
11:28 says,"Come unto me,all
ye that labour and are heavy
laden, and I will give you
rest." Jesus said in the book of
John 7:37-38, "If any man
thirst, let him come unto me,
and drink. He that believeth
on me, as the scripture hath
said, out of his belly shall
flow rivers of living water."
Yes my friend, you flee unto
Jesus, and trust in Him; and
thou shalt be saved. Jesus is the
only one to whom you can flee
and find safety from the wrath
to come.
VI. We can flee to God in
time of trouble. David said in
Psalm 86:7, "In the day of my
trouble I will call upon thee:
for thou wilt answer me."
When you are in trouble flee unto God. He is always there for
His people, desiring that we
come unto Him with our
troubles and burdens. You are
not strong enough to go through
this life without help from Him.
You are not able to handle Satan
and his demons by yourself. You
are battling your old flesh and
the powers of darkness, and
they are just too much for you to
deal with. But praise God, He is
there to help us in time of need.
Isn't it wonderful that we have a
God who is in control of all
things, and has our best interest
at heart?
Along these lines, we also
need to flee from temptation.

Hebrews 4:14-16 says, "Seeing
then that we have a great high
priest, that is passed into the
heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an
high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was in all
points tempted like as we are,
yet without sin. Let us
therefore come boldly unto
the throne of grace, that we
may obtain mercy, and find
grace to help in time of
need."
Listen beloved, we need to
flee to God for help that we may
not sin. We, all too often, go
ahead with sin, and then will
run and ask God to forgive us.
This is not the way it is supposed to be. We have an high priest
the Lord Jesus Christ, and He is
there for us when temptations
come upon us. Much of the sin
you do commit could be avoided
if you would only seek the help
and strength of Jesus. Thus I
urge you to flee to Jesus in time
to help you from sinning.
These have been some Bible
flees, that if obeyed, will help
you to be a better Christian; for
the glory of God. There are
many other things we could
mention that we should flee
from, and they are just as
dangerous as the ones I have
mentioned. Study the Word of
God, and see what God has to
say about sin. Study and see
what God says to stay clear of.
Remember you are responsible
for obeying the Word of God.
Whether you study or not, you
are responsible for Its commandments. I also wish you
would remember the meanitig of
the word "flee," when you see it
in the bible. Remember that it is
a word that is telling you to stay
away or run away from
whatever it is talking.about. The
word flee actually is a word of
urgency. "I am sure you will
agree that the things mentioned
in this article are urgent matters. May the Lord bless you all.
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conversion of the Jewish nation.
The conversion of the Jewish
nation is to follow the Battle of
Armageddon. Let us note the
following concerning the millennium:
1. The meaning of the term:
Millennium comes from a combination of two Latin words,
meaning a thousand years. It
has to do with the thousand
years of Revelation 20:4 during
which the saints of the rapture (I
Thess. 4:15, 16) and those who
die during the great tribulation
period are to reign with Christ.
2. Reasons for connecting the
millennium with Old Testament
prophecy concerning Israel: We
will not take space or time to
point out every reason for this
connection. It will suffice to
show the relation between
Zechariah 14 and Revelation 19
and 20. Zechariah 14 is a prophecy of deliverance for the
Jewish nation and its relation to
Revelation 19 and 20 is marked.
Zechariah 14:1-4 and 12-15
evidently describes the same
things that Revelation 19:11-21
describes, which are the coming
of Christ to the earth and His
deliverance of Israel from the
besieging nations of the earth
under the leadership of the
Beast. This is the Battle of Armageddon. Then, according to
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God does not comfort us to make us comfortable, but to make us comforters.

HOW FREE
(Continued from Page 9)

free do we want to be?
Brother E.G. Cook's article
on "What is Christmas" expressed my sentiments completely about Christmas. Consequently, I observed at this time
things that are taking place,
X-mas, and the people involved,
Iranian arms cover up, and
Christian participation in matters of the world. It seems as
Brother Cook said, "Christian
people are right in the middle of
heathenistic ritual." People are
anxious or eager to find out
about the truth of the Iranian
arms deal, but not many seem to
want to know the truth about
"what sayeth the lord." I am
glad that God has pointed out
the most important things to me
in this life and the one to come.
Do we want to go back tstEgyptian bondage? Are we seeking
higher ground, more truth,
more freedom, more separation,
joy, peace and understanding?
How about it? Do we want to be
in the inner circle resisting Satan
and all his fiery darts, winning
one victory after another, or on
the outer fringe, in the shadows
compromising, being satisfied
with what the world has to offer? The inner circle is not an
easy road but, thank God it is
the right road, the road that has
Jesus walking beside you. He
will never leave us nor forsake
us. "My heart is fixed, my
heart is fixed...", says the
Psalmist. The Apostle Paul
says,"But by the grace of God
I am what I am..." "I can do
all things through Christ
which strengtheneth me"
(Phil. 4:13). Paul said again,
"nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I know whom I have
believed, and am persuaded
that he is able to keep that
which I have committed unto
him against that day..." (II
Tim. 1:12).
Will we rise to the challenge
by the grace of God? Would we,
as the song says: "Be free from
the burden of sin"? Yes,
Christians sin. Confess, be
cleansed, and be victorious in
Christ Jesus. The inner circle is
"holy ground," where the joy of
the Lord is our strength. The
promise of God is, "Ye shall
know the truth and the truth
shall set you free." Let us
thank God for a way to excape
the folly of this world. By His
Grace, we may obtain freedom
in our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ. "If the Son therefore
shall make you free, ye shall
be free indeed..."(John 8:36).
We should redeem the time.
It is time the redeemed of the
Lord should say so in word and
deed. Let us stand our ground.
Let us contend for the faith. Let
us "praise His name" as, His
mercy endureth forever.
I have learned by experience
that the flesh is never satisfied.
To be true to God's Word you
cannot please man. When I was
engrossed in sin, most people
did not want any thing to do
with me; but when the Lord saved me, the same crowd with
some others added, did not want
me around as it was said I was
too religious. In other words,
they don't like you if you're nasty or if you are nice. They want
you to be in between "nasty
nice" fence • straddler. What
sayeth the Scriptures? Jesus did
always those things that-pleased
the Father. I would rather seek
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
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to please God than have all the
applause of man. Heaven and
earth shall pass away but, praise
God, His Word will stand
forever. Note: I Corinthians
1:18-31 especially the thirty first
verse, "according as it is written, he that glorieth, let him
glory in the Lord."
Recently a neighbour and I
confronted a young man that
lives across the street from us in
an apartment complex. It was
On a Sunday afternoon and he
was working on some
loudspeakers in his car. He did
the same thing the evening
before and he had the volume
turned up so loud you could
hear it in your house with the
windows closed. It was not
music, it was the rock and roll
music (so-called) that Brother
Sam Wilson recently wrote
about in T.B.E. (good article).
We laid it on the line to him.
We told him, either turn the volume down or we would call the
police. While we were talking to
him a boy about 12 or 13 years
old rode up on a bicycle. The
boy gave the one working on his
car radio loudspeakers a
cigarette. When he heard what
was being said he said, "this is a
free country and we can do as
we please." That was his definition of freedom. I rebuked him
and he left. Brethren,freedom is
precious and it comes at a high
price, and it does not warrant
one doing as he pleases with no
regard for anyone or anything
else. Likewise may we not take
our freedom that we have in
Christ Jesus for granted, but,
may we adhere to the teachings
of God's Word, heeding the
enlightenment of the Holy
Spirit. In thus doing we will produce the fruit of the Spirit,(Gal.
5:22-23). Thank God we can be
as free as we want to be and
ought to be because Christ paid
the price and the promise is
sure. "Ye shall know the truth
and the truth shall make you
free." Amen.
IMMO

A MEETING IN
GOSH EN,
INDIANA
by the Editor
The last meeting I wrote
about was in Griffin, Georgia.
This one was as stated above. I
am a Southerner, maybe too
much so, but I do gladly herein
testify that I have learned that
there are many places I have
been privileged to visit. I praise
God that I have been privileged
to meet many of God's choice
saints in the North.
I left home on December 8th
and traveled to Toledo, Ohio
where I had the joy of visiting
briefly with my son, Marvin,
and his family. My family is so
scattered, and I am so busy,
that I do not get to see my loved
ones as often as I would like. I
usually work such brief visits into times of preaching in other
places. Brother Jim Wilmoth
who writes (part time) in the
Forum and wife were over for a
visit during this time. He is
Marvin's father-in-law. I greatly enjoyed this brief visit with
loved ones.
I left Toledo on the 10th and
travelled without incident to
Goshen, Indiana where I was to
preach on the 10th through the
14th.(Oh, these short meetings.
I don't think my editorial on
longer meetings is going to accomplish much.) I found
Brother Caudill's home without
trouble, arriving in midafternoon.
Brother Caudill is a long time

friend. We differe some on
eschatology, but he is very
sound on other things. I have
learned to think very highly of
this Brother. I greatly appreciate his good spirit. We agree. I
think, on too many things to
allow this one(though I consider
it an important one) to be a test
of fellowship between us.
Brother Caudill is a very able
preacher of God's Word. I have
never heard him preach that he
did not have a good, well
prepared, ably delivered
-message. He is a good student.
He and I have had many hours
of good fellowship over the last
several years. I think this
Brother has developed a really
sweet Christian spirit over the
years I have known him.
Brother Caudill has a real
jewel of a wife. Myrtis is just one
of the finest. She is a fine Christian lady, a good wife and
mother, and a very gracious and
able hostess. Brother Caudill
has one son and two daughters.
I greatly enjoyed the few days I
spent in this Christian home.
Brother Caudill has a small
(who among us doesn't), but
very fine church. They all seem
to be fine Christians and very.
very faithful to the Lord and His
church. I greatly appreciated
the members' faithfulness in attendance, fellowship before and
after services, and the good
spirit that they manifested in the
services. They were truly a joy
to preach to. My preacher
brethren know how much the
audience can affect the preacher
and his preaching. These people
were good, spiritual listeners.
Brother Ralph Hawkins is
pastor in nearby Nappanee. He
and his church dismissed their
services on Wednesday and Sunday nights in order to be with
us, fellowship with and support
the meeting. He was there every
night but one. Some of his people were there every night. I do
not know when, if ever, I have
seen a church be more supportive of a meeting in a sister
church. I commend Brother
Hawkins and his church very
highly, and I recommend their
fine example to the consideration of our brother pastors and
sister churches. This certainly
added much to the services in
Goshen. Brother Hawkins is
about as fine a Christian
gentleman as one can know. He
is a sound and able preacher of
God's Word, and I have been
told that he has few peers as a
pastor. God has been blessing
his church in Nappanee greatly
of late. May the Lord continue,
and even increase these bless:
ings, and pour out such on other
true churches.
The Sevy family was a
special blessing to me during
this meeting. I have learned to
dearly love this family. I consider them one of the finer
Christian families that I am
privileged to know. Of course,
they were in the services each
night and had us out to a fine
meal one night.
I enjoyed the singing of the
church. One member provided
us with some special music each
night. I preached the truths of
God's Word in this meeting.
The sermons were well received.
I sincerely hope that the meeting
was a blessing to the church.
Brother Medford had taken
these days off from his work,
and we were able to have much
good fellowship during the days.
We had some food and
fellowship at Brother Caudill's
home each night after the services. Many of the church and
many visitors came out each
night, and this all added to the
blessings of the services.

I arose early on Monday morning, slipped quietly out, and
headed for home. It was good to
go for this short time. It was
good to get back home to Katie
and the church here. Within the
hour of arriving home, I was
here at work in my study. I ask
the readers to pray for Brother
Caudill and the church in
Goshen. Indiana. Also pray for
Brother Hawkins and the
church in Nappanee. If you are
ever near these places, you will
be blessed by visiting either or
both of these men, and especially blessed by attending any of
their church services.
Two questions came up during this week. I am giving
thought and prayer to them
both. I would appreciate any
comments from our readers on
them. 1. Should I name men to
whom I refer in my articles and
editorials in TBE? I very rarely
do this. It was suggested that I
ought to do so. For instance, I had an editorial dealing with link chain succession
and church authority in starting
a church. This editorial came
about through reading a paper
by a very able preacher and
writer in which he had taught
contrary to what I teach. I did
not mention the brother or his
paper. It has been suggested
that I should mention one or the
other, or both. The suggestion
was based on the belief that I
should inform my readers of
men who hold these things that I
deal with. What do you readers
think?
2. The question came up as to
the possibility of promoting a
much wider fellowship between
brethren and churches. The
question dealt with the matter of
what could we consider as an irreducible minimum of agreement necessary to fellowship
with others.
I would truly like to see a
wider, larger, and better
fellowship between the brethren
and the churches. However, I
doubt that this will ever be. I
think that there would be too
much difference on what one
would consider that agreement
upon was necessary to
fellowship, and what another
would see as such. There are so
many differences among those
of us who believe in the doctrines of grace and church truth
that I see little hope of a wider
and closer fellowship. There are
things that most of us just will
not budge on. These things differ with different individuals. I
am 'not at all adverse to considering and discussing this matter, but I see little hope in accomplishing such. I would like
to have opinions on this from
our readers. May the Lord bless
you all.

PASTOR
(Continued from Page 11

will fill in later,let us for a moment think of the demands of
the pastorate.
First, there is the pastor's personal life. What conscientious
pastor does not apply the principles of Isaiah 52:11 to
himself? At the same time
realizing how short he comes to
them!
He is bidden to be separate.
"Depart, depart, go out
thence..."
He is to be spotless, "touch
no unclean thing."
He is to be sinless, "go out
from the midst of her, purify
yourselves, you who bear the
vessels of Jehovah".
He is well aware that he has
not reached his plateau, and

knows the torments of Romans
chapter seven in so failing. He is
not worthy of preaching the
Gospel (Isa. 6:5), yet woe to him
if he does not preach, (I Cor.
9:16).
Secondly, there are the problems he faces in his preaching.
In the preparation of his sermons if he spends much time in
his study he is not a good mixer
with people. If he visits a lot he
is a gadabout (Jer. 2:36) and
should spend more time at home
on his sermons!
In the preaching of the sermon, if he uses illustrations he
does not give enough of the Bible, and is not deep. If he does
not use illustrations his
preaching is not clear and interesting!
If he condemns wrong he is
trying to be sensational, or is a
crank and trouble-maker. If he
condones wrong he is a compromiser!
If he preaches for an hour he
is tiresome; if he speaks for only
20 minutes he is lazy and
shallow!
If he preaches the truth he is
oftimes insulting and personal.
If he does not, he is a coward
and a hypocrite!
Does he fail to please
somebody in one of his sermons? He is hurting the church.
If he tries to please everybody he
is a fool. Does he ask for tithes
and offerings and pledges for the
church? He is always preaching
on (and for) money. If he does
not preach a sermon once in
awhile on giving, he is a poor
leader and does not co-operate
with the financial boards in the
church!
Does he receive a small
salary? That shows he is not
worth much. Does he work on
the side to make a living? He is
shirking church responsibilities!
Does he visit members who
absent themselves from the
church? He is babying them. If
he does not he is indifferent!
Does he preach in the church
all the time himself? He is
jealous of other preachers coming in and the church gets tired
of him. Does he invite guest
speakers in? He is taking it easy
and not doing his duty!
Is there any pastor alive who
has not at one time or another
been hit with one of these darts?
Of course when he hears of them
with distressed soul he
remembers the words of another
preacher who said: "Am I now
seeking the favor of men, or
of God? Or am I trying to
please men? If I were still
pleasing men I should not be
a servant of Christ" (Gal.
1:10). But still it stings.
Thirdly, there are the problems he faces in his pastoral
ministry.
Most churches desire their
pastor to be a preacher. Let him
"declare the whole counsel of
God" (Acts 20:27). Let him
"preach the word.., reprove,
rebuke (convince), exhort, be
unfailing in patience, and
doctrine"(II Tim. 4:2). For instance, let him preach against
adultry or alcoholism but stop
right there! Let him not ask the
church to take any action in
discipling any who may be guilty of the same in the membership! (I Cor. 5:11, 13). This is
another matter. Let him be a
preacher, but not a real pastor.
Most churches want their
pastor to be a physician. He
must know how to handle the
spiritual invalids, infants, and
even any imbeciles in the
assembly. He should use pills
and pillows and pad (but not
paddles) and poultices, but ,
never use the needle or knife!
(Continued on Page 11 Column I)
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His words to them must fall
Upon them like soft cotton balls.
They are only little babes in
Christ (though they may have
confessed salvation 40 years
before). Yet your pastor knows
to do so is to lock arms with
preachers God's prophet condemned long ago when he
related of them: "They have
healed the wound of my peoPle lightly, saying, 'Peace,
Peace,' when there is no
Peace" (Jer. 6:14).
Some churches want their
pastor to be a priest. Not the
ruling priest (as in the Roman
Catholic hierarchy), but
representative priests. Men who
are paid to pray in the place of
folks who have no time to pray
in the congregation, or do not
know how.
As such they should be present and pray at all the church
suppers.
They should be available to
pray in time of sickness.
In times of sorrow they should
come and pray.
And there are other special
occasions when the pastor
should pronounce the invocation
or benediction.
But in all of his prayer life let
him not unduly stress the midweek prayer meeting in the
house of God! Then he is showing the concern of a true pastor.
Let him be a priest, but not a
Pastor!
Few churches seem to really
want a pastor!
Yet real pastors are Christ's
gift to His churches, "to make
the saints fit for the task of
ministering toward the
building up of the body of
Christ, until we all may arrwe" (Berkeley version) to the
unity in faith, and in the
knowledge of the Son of God,
and reach mature manhood,
and that full measure of
development found in Christ.
We must not be babies any
longer, blown about and
swung around by every wind
of doctrine through the
trickery of men with their ingenuity in inventing error.
We must lovingly hold to the
truth and grow up into perfect
union with Him who is the
head — Christ Himself"
(American Translation, Eph.
4:12-15).
Beloved, this is the problem
your pastor has in his pastoral
ministry, for as you can see this
demands the constant utmost of
both pastor and people. It is far
More than just being a speaker
from 11 to 12 on a Sunday morning. It may involve preaching
and leadership including invitation, irritation, irrigation, instigation, investigation, and certainly indication of what is
wrong and right in the flock over
Which your pastor presides.
But the pastor is your
shepherd (under Christ, I Peter
5:1-4). The same Greek word
translated "pastor" is also
translated "shepherd" in St.
Luke 2:8, 15, 18, 20. It appears
Where Christ says: "I am the
good shepherd..." (St. John
10:11). The shepherd leads the
flock, not the flock the
shepherd. Your pastor should be
Your pastor, not just a puppet.
He is the door into the sheepfold (St. John 10:7), but not a
doormat.
Beloved Christian, come, let
US bid our pastors in the words
of Horatius Bonar: "Go, labor
on: spend and be spent; Thy joy
to do the Father's will. It is the
way the Master went; Should
not the servant tread it still? Go,
labor on: 'tis not for naught;
113, earthly loss is heavenly
46

Except a man lw born of
gain; Men need thee, love thee, 3:6 "And Solomon said, Thou Christ from the dead."
water and of the Spirit, he
is
God
of
mercy
Further, the
praise thee not; The Master hast shewed unto thy servant
enter into the
cannot
the
all
and
gold
the
All
rich.
great
father
David my
praises: — what are men?"
mercy..." The mercy of God is silver and all the riches in all the kingdom of God" (John 3: 3,
great when compared with our world, and ten thousand times
Before a man can walk or see
sins. Our sins are so terrible that ten thousand more cannot equal
(Continued from Page 11
when God shows to us His love, nor begin to equal the riches of he must have life. Dead sinners
however, totally withdraw those His mercy shines exceedingly God's mercy. when God, by the do not have life. God's great
restraints by which He in His great; and we see ourselves as Lord Jesus Christ searches and love wherewith He loved us sent
providence rules the world in the the great sinners that we really finds sinners in the very Christ into the world, and it is
quagmire of sin and lifts them by this great love that God
midst of its sin and corruption. are.
For if God had withdrawn all
The mercy of God is up out of that horrible pit and shows mercy to sinners. Before a
restraints from man's desire to plenteous. God never runs out of sets them on the solid Rock and sinner can walk he must have
sin, it would be impossible that mercy, for He is full of mercy. washes them from the filth that faith, and this faith is given to
the world would stand. God by Though a great multitude of sin- they were in with His own him by the Lord. Before faith is
those ends, that is, by which He ners have been saved and will be blood; how God's mercy does sanctification of the Spirit, and
does show forth His power in saved, God's mercy is not shine then. Silver and gold will before sanctification of the
hardening some and showing depleted nor lessened. It is not work, will not get the job Spirit is the election of God in
mercy to others, is for a purpose always plenteous. Psalms 86:5, done, for we are not redeemed eternity.
Now, let us notice some exknown only to Him. Why God "For thou, Lord, art good. by silver and gold, "But with
hardens some by withdrawing and ready to forgive; and the precious blood of Christ. amples of mercy. We have a
His restraints is usually for some plenteous in mercy unto all as a lamb without blemish wonderful example of the mercy
and without spot." (I Peter of God in the regeneration of
sin previously committed, and them that call upon thee."
then only if fie so chooses since
Saul of Tarsus. He attributes his
Another outstanding thing 1:19).
to the mercy of God.
He is sovereign.
it
conversion
that
is
God
of
mercy
about the
Still further, God's mercy is (I Timothy 1:15-16), "This is a
In Acts 14:16 we read that is tender. If there is anything
God suffered all nations or that that we should notice and be everlasting. When all worlds faithful saying, and worthy of
is to say, allowed or permitted mindful of about the mercy of have long since passed, when all acceptation, that Christ
them to walk in their own way. God, it should be that His mercy many ages have passed and eter- Jesus came into the world to
"Who in times past suffered is tender. Oh, how this ought to nity rolls on; the mercy of God save sinners; of whom I am
all nations to walk in their draw the backslider to the Lord will still be with and upon the chief. Howbeit for this cause I
own ways." So in hardening to seek forgiveness of his stray- children of God. (Psalms obtained mercy, that in me
sinners, God leaves them to act ing. Oh, how this should cause 103:17). "But the mercy of the first Jesus Christ might shew
in their own sinful desires. He the Christian to walk closer to Lord is from everlasting to forth all longsuffering, for a
leaves them alone. Matthew the Lord. How this ought to everlasting upon them that pattern to them which should
15:14 "Let them alone: they be touch our hearts. Not only is fear him." Many, many times hereafter believe on him to
blind leaders of the blind..." God merciful to us in all our in the Scriptures we are told that life everlasting." This does not
Is not this exactly what every backslidings, but He shows to us the mercy of God endureth mean that ignorance and
unbelief were the ground of merman by nature wants? Are we tender mercy. Listen to the forever as in Psalms 136.
Now, I will speak some about cy, but the evidence that his
not born with this same at- beloved Luke. "Through the
titude? Sometimes parents, to tender mercy of our God; the mercy of God demonstrated. salvation was an act of mercy.
punish a child for his continual whereby the dayspring from When God sent the Lord Jesus Those to whom mercy is shown
disobedience, leaves him alone on high hath visited us." Christ into the world to die for are no more deserving than
to certain extent. When God (Luke 1:78). What great love sinners, this was the greatest those to whom it is not shown,
first began to deal with us did we this shows to us. God's love demonstration of the mercy of often times less deserving, even
not cry out in our sinful wicked moved Him to purpose our God the world has ever known. more vile and sinful. This truth
hearts, "leave us alone"? Is not redemption before the world The mercy of God brought is shown in the following Scripthis true with every one? What came into existence. It was love Christ to us. Christ is the chan- tures. (Romans 3:9). "What
one man would do by nature that moved our great and nel of mercy. Mercy comes to us then? are we better than they?
every other man would do. sovereign God to send Jesus from God, but it comes only No, in no wise: for we have
What one has done, any would Christ into the world to die for through Christ.
before proved both Jews and
do and is capable of doing if the sinners that were exceedingly
Gentiles, that they are all
or under sin: (I Corinthians
Mercy is shown
same circumstances, correspon-- wicked and depraved — sinners
ding causes, temptations, and beyond any hope and help demonstrated in the regenera- 6:10-11), "Nor thieves, nor
opportunities led to it; and if within themselves — sinners so tion of sinners. Ephesians 2:1, covetous, nor drunkards, nor
God did not restrain. (Romans ungodly, without strength, blind "And you hath he quickened, revilers, nor extortioners,
1:24-32). If you will, dear and needy. Is not this tender who were dead in trespasses shall inherit the kingdom of
reader, turn to this passage of mercy when Christ came to visit and sins:" When sinners were God. And such were some of
Scripture. You will find such us from heaven? Is not this in a state of helplessness and you: but ye are washed, but ye
statements as "Wherefore God great and tender mercy when hopelessness, yes, even , dead are sanctified, but ye are
also gave them up to unclean- Christ comes from such a dis- Christ made them alive. "So justified in the name of the
ness..." verse 24; "For this tant land to visit such a sincurs- then it is not of him that Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit
cause God gave them up unto ed world and save His people willeth, nor of him that run- of our God."
neth, but of God that sheweth
vile affections:..." Verse 26; from ruin?
The mercy-seat of the Old
"...God gave them over to a
God's mercy is abundant. mercy" (Romans 9:16). Again Testament and the mercy-seat
reprobate mind, to do those This is kind of mercy is in Titus 3:5 "not by works of of the New Testament are quite
things which are not conve- plenteous. Abundant mercy righteousness which we have distinct, and must not be connient:" (v. 28). This passage of means that God gives to us more done, but according to his fused. The one is the type, the
Scripture shows that moral than enough. So God's mercy is mercy he saved us, by the other is the antitype. Under the
uprightness is from God who not only enough, but more than washing of regeneration, and ceremonial law the mercy-seat
restrains and sets bounds to the enough. His mercy super- renewing of the Holy Ghost:" was the lid or covering of the ark
Arminians tell dead men if of the covenant which contained
force of their perversity. abounds and overflows us. I
Therefore, what one man has Peter 1:3, "Blessed be the God they will come God will give the law. The same word that
done any other man would do if and Father of our Lord Jesus them life, but who does not describes the Old Testament
the same amount of pressure Christ, which according to his know that a dead man must mercy-seat in Hebrews 9:5 is apwere brought to bear upon him. abundant mercy hath begot- have life before he can move? plied to Christ in Romans 3:25.
When the parent does not ten us again unto a lively hope Christ said, "Jesus answered, The word used in these places
restrain the child when it con- by the resurrection of Jesus Verily, verily, I say unto thee, means that which appeases the
tinues to be disobedient, and
wrath of God. The mercy-seat is
leaves it to suffer some conseChrist in His atoning death. He
quence that will be for his good
is also the altar. We come to
- hey are withand not for his hurt; the child is
Christ, the true mercy-seat,
°lit excuse:
then taught a lesson by exwhen we cast ourselves upon the
perience and from experience
mercy of God upon the grounds
becauge that,
the child learns the penalty of
of Christ's propitatory death.
when they knew
disobedience. The caring and
Now, who is it that parloving parents will watch their
ticipates in the mercy of God?
they
gloriGod.
children and will not allow them
Those who are called of God.
fied him not as
Matthew 9:13 "...For I am not
to wander so as to be dangerous
to call the righteous,
come
to them. So, with God; He wather
God,tieit
were
but sinners to repentance."
ches over His children, so ,when
thankful"Rom 1.20/1
they stray it is for the purpose
They are sometimes described
that they might be taught a
as those who call upon the Lord.
lesson in obedience. The rod of
(Psalms 86:5). "For thou,
correction is for the sheep's good
Lord, art good. and ready to
and not for it's hurt; "for whom
forgive; and plenteous in
He
loveth
Lord
the
mercy unto all them that call
chasteneth."(Hebrews 12:6).
upon thee." (Romans 10:13).
The place to find the true
"For whosoever shall call
teaching of the mercy of God is
upon the name of the Lord
in His Word. It is hard to give a
shall be saved." And as those
short concise statement as a
that love Him and keep His
(Continued on Page 12 Column 1)
definition of mercy showing
what mercy is. We can,
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commandments.(Nehemiah 1:5
"And said. I beseech thee,0
Lord of heaven, the great and
terrible God, that keepeth
covenant and mercy for them
that love him and observe his
commandments."
Also it is noticed that those
who fear Him will participate in
the mercy of God. Psalms
103:11, 13, 17 "For as the
heaven is high above the
earth, so great is his mercy
toward them that fear him.
Like as a father pitieth his
children, so the Lord pitieth
them that fear him. But the
mercy of the Lord is from
everlasting to everlasting
upon them that fear him...'
Not that calling upon the Lord,
love to Him, observance of His
commandments, and fear of
Him are causes of His mercy to
them; but such obey Him and
honor Him because they have
His mercy already. not in order
to get it or receive it. This is
simply a description of those
who share in the mercy of God.
It is a manifestation that God
has granted them mercy.
We have in Psalms 136 an exhortation to give God thanks for
His mercy. It is threefold. First,
from God's side the punishment
of the wicked is an act of justice.
God punishes sinners because of
their sin. (Isaiah 26: 21) "For,
behold, the Lord corned' out
of his place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their
iniquity..." Secondly, from the
sinners side it is an act of equity;
he gets what he deserves. Luke
23:40-14. "But the other
answering rebuked him, saying Dost not thou fear God,
seeing thou art in the same
condemnation? And we indeed justly; for we receive the
due reward of our deeds...'
Thirdly, from the standpoint of
the saved, the punishment of the
wicked is an' act of mercy.
Psalms 136:10. "To him that
smote Egypt in their firstborn: for his mercy endureth
for ever:"
The mercy of God is the proper appeal of the pastor to His
people. Romans 12:1 "I
beseech you therefore,
brethren, by the mercies of
God, that ye present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable unto God, which is
your reasonable service."
In humility and praise let us
attribute our salvation to the
mercy of God. Let no one say he
deserves mercy. Deserving mercy is a contradiction of terms.
No one deserves mercy. That
which one deserves is not mercy.
The depraved sinner that thinks
he deserves salvation does not
yet know the mercy of God. He
who objects to the sovereignty of
God perceives not nor feels the
mercy of God in his soul. May
God bless you is my prayer.
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APPRECATED
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Dear Brother Joe:
I would be grateful if you
prayed for me. After the prayer. would publish the • following
the congregation being dismiss- 'observation."
"A word of appreciation. I
ed, as I turned down the aisle to
leave the building. I was thought your editorial in the
quickened by the Holy Spirit. December 13th edition of the
that is. I was born again, and in paper was masterfully written
my heart I knew by God's grace and should have appeared on
I had a new found faith in the front page with a black
Christ as my Saviour. and, oh. border encircling it as is comthe joy that surged through my mon on death warrants.
God does not deal in hybrids.
soul as I said. "I am saved. I am
A person is either something or
saved."
Following that glorious ex- 'he is not: any false mixture is
perience for around two years I satan'siwork. A person is either
walked with God as a babe in a Baptist or he is not a a Baptist
Christ.- -Afterwards I passed is a created being just as is a
through the sorrowful ex- saint. Both are created by the
perience of a long seige of underlying concept of authority.
backsliding. God brought me God has authority within
through much chastisement and himself to save whom he will.
back into sweet and joyful He also has authority to make
fellowship with Him again. Baptists of whom he will, and
"The life which I now live in the mechanism for making Bapthe flesh, I live by the faith of tists is vested in Christ's church
the Son of God. Who loved me by the authority granted her at
and gave himself for me" ' her creation. A "Baptist can only
be made by a Baptist church,
(Gal. 2:20).
To the praise of His sovereign for only Christ's church has the
directive authority from .the
grace.
(copied from the Park Ridge Lord to baptize a convert and
Baptist Messenger, November upon this baptism he is entered
into Christ's church and has
1975 issue.)
been made a Baptist by a decree
of God via a church operation.
Baptist churches are created
by the same procedure... by
baptism and organization with
I am very hesitant about us- authority'granted from the head
ing or recommending books of of the church and through the
sermon outlines. I would strong- organizational capacity of the
ly urge every preacher to be church.
careful and sparing in using
Your editorial mentions that
such, However. I suppose that many highly regarded men from
such books can be useful in star- our number are involved in
ting the thinking wheels turning these extra-church devices by
in the mind of the preacher. If which they supposedly create a
the preacher uses such books on- chruch from scattered memly as helps in getting started, or branes, bring them together
helping to lay out a path for upon them and aver that they
observation, these books can be are a living body. I cannot be as
of some help.
charitable as you have been.
We have a book. Sermon Men who perform such a work
Outlines From the Sermon on are building false structures
the Mount and a book, Sermon which cannot be thought of as
Outlines on the Psalms. These other than enemy agents. A
books are by Charles R. Wood. Baptist or a Baptist church is a
Of course, they are much too fixed quantity and a fixed qualismall, and their style is such ty measured by God who
that they cannot even begin to created both. They are
give an exposition of these por- something because they have an
tions of Scripture. But then, authorative existence from the
they do not pretend to do this. creator. A church created by
The books cannot do much for man from random bits and
the preacher or the individual pieces of this and that is not a
Christian, but they may be a lit- fixed and established factor, but
tle help. They are paper back a wriggling mass of stray parts
books of over 50 pages each. fused together by man.
Each book sells for $2.95. Order
God created the world and all
from our book store.
things in it. All things which
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If you believe in hanging your stocking by the
mantel at Christmastime., or if you have adopted any
one of the dozens of Roman Catholic theological pretentions then you need to read this book. Mr. Hislop
shows that much of our religious life today is nothing
bui paganism that has crept in through Roman Catholicism.
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have a godly identity were
created, for they could exist no
other way'. A Baptist church has
been created just as the earth
was created, for it sprung from
God's hands. It is created by an
ongoing life process whereby a
living body begets a living body.
The brethren whom you speak
of as building churches on their
own authority are structuring an
amalgamized phantasmagoria
without life, right, or warrant.
Are not such men usurping
authority from God and attempting to become 'creators' by
their own power? If a man
builds a church of himself and
his own strength has he not
created this church? Can man
create life? These men you refer
to are skirting very closely to
saying so. .
"False teachers and builders
ignore the most salient fact
under the sun: A church is a living body. A living body. What
man is -there who can formulate
a living body by his own power?
These anti-landmark brethren.
in their ignorance. Claim power
as creators. Men really
shouldn't even speak of a church
until they learn the elemental
facts of just what a church is. To
attempt to become a. creator of
life approaches nigh unto
blasphemy. Not knowing the
men you refer to. I shall be
charitable and assume them to
be born again, but even the new
birth does not confer on men the
office of creator. When will men
ever learn that when you are
dealing with Christ's church you
are dealing with life-? 'Let -there
be no confusion on this vital
point. Every church built by
man without the mandated
authority from God via his
church is a dead machine and is
a competitor of Christ's bodies.
They work an alien work though
it be done in Christ's name and
though it aver to be Baptist.
When you deny specified
authority you move into the
sphere of anti-Christ work.
Let us bring this truth to the
sticking point and affix it there
in measured and certain terms.
We will not recognize any
church which had no • proper
church authority, to come into
existence. Such structures are
enemies and aliens. We must go
to the source for all things good,
and living bodies must come
about by the direct action of a
creator of life. Life may be
described as a flowing thing but
it only flows into the channels
where the creator directs. Life
from life is the Biblical procedure, and,at all stages. of life
the Creator is the guantor of
such life. Whether we speak of
salvation unto life or the ongoing life of a Baptist church and
her living ministries, life must
he created by the only one
capable of the deed, and lacking
this death abides.
A Major in the British Army
met a group of armed Colonial
dissents and said to them, "If
there is to be a war, let it begin
here." Concerning the lineage of
Christ's church and her living
ministries we say the same to all
men,"If there is to be a war, let
it begin here." I say.to any man,
be he named Baptist or by
whatever title, if you build a
church without a directed
authority from a Baptist church
You have erected a monument to
death and disorder. Friendships
and fellowships break on this
point and though we be tolerant
men, no toleration is allowed to
those who build competitors to
Christ's church and her • living
-ministries.
Grant sent Lincoln a message
from Vicksburg which said. "I

will fight it out on this line if it
takes all Summer.- Christ's living body is a line drawn and on
this line we shall fight king, constabulary. pope or false brethren
crept in unawares, and we will
fight it out on this line until
Christ returns.
Brother Joe, I commend your
editorial in the strongest territs.
Let men be Baptists or let them
be gone, but let them overtly be
what they are so that we may
know them for what they are. I
am thankful that the denominations label themselves for what
they are for they do us a service
in this. I expect attacks upon the
prerogatives of Christ's church
from without the camp. but I
am dismayed by those who entitle themselves -Baptist" who
are so glaringly ignorant of the
composition of a living body
that they erect machines of war
to fight against them. A Baptist
church is a created building.
Will those who say that a church'
may build itself claim that they
are creators? If not then let
them abide by God's work of
church . creating which is
wrought by ' a living church
building another living body by
the power granted it by the
Creator.
Your editorial was well done.
God send more of the same.
Ray Hiatt
***
Dear Brother Wilson,
Peace and grace in the name
of our Saviour. Thank you so
much for your letter. Though in
the past I have only written to
express my appreciation of the
tape ministry, I would like now
to mention T.B.E. I must admit
that I do not get a chance to
read all of the ankles of each
issue, but the very titles of them
are a blessing to me. I would
have never known of the tape
ministry had it not been for the
paper. I would have never
known of the book store.
Because of my limitation of time
that otherwise could be used in
reading the paper, the tape
ministry has been a special
blessing to me. In Christian
Love, Dennis Yoneda.
***
Dear Brethren:
I haven't written lately, but I
want you to know I still read
T.B.E. and enjoy the messages
in it. I would like to see a few
more articles on this
Charismatic movement, and
would like to know if you have
any good books on this movement; for I think this is part of
Satan's ministry. May the Lord
continue to bless all of you involved in the editing and
ministry of T.B.E. Yours Till
The Lord Returns. J.E. Gaddy.
Missions. Ks.
***
Dear Brother Wilson,
Greetings in our precious
Lord. I pray that He is continuing to bless the work there. We
have so much to be thankful for;
Although sometimes we get
discouraged as we look on the
evil world. But one day it will all
be over for the Lord's people. I
know God's true churches are
few and small, but He is accomplishing His purpose and
plan and we have to accept it. I
don't know why any Christian
who loves God's Word wouldn't
just love to be a member of a
true church. I so love the writers
of the paper in the Lord and
pray each day for all of them. I
especially like the last four sermons in the paper by you. All
four were so true and the last
one so very timely. Your Sister
In The Lord. Mrs. O.L. Young,
Bullard, Tx.

