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The words of the Bible are not
randomly chosen. When men ar-
bitrarily substitute an essence for
a concrete expression this is
unallowable metonymy; and it
surely impresses me, but not
well.
In their passion after strange

fire men transmute acts into
essences. The Unitarian ignores
the specifics of the Bible and
constructs a disphanous creed of
what he imagines is the essence
of Christianity. "Christianity" is
one of those fictive words which

RAY HIATT

means whatever you design it to
mean. There is no essence of
Christianity, nor can the being
and perfections of Christ be re-
duced to a composite nature for
easy consumption. Drifting
minds tend to either compress
acts into essences or expand them

WIVES IN

SUBJECTION
TO THEIR
HUSBANDS
DOUG NEWELL

ASSISTANT EDITOR

Genesis 3:16, "Unto the
woman he said, I will
greatly multiply thy sor-
row and thy conception; in
sorrow thou shalt bring
forth children; and thy
desire shall be to thy hus-
band, and he shall rule

DOUG NEWELL

over thee."
I realize that this sermon will

not be a popular one with the
Women's liberation group, but I
am not much interested in their
opinion. I am interested, though,
in what the Word of God has to
say about the subject of husbands
and wives. There are many Bible
believers and saints of God who
ignore this portion of the Word.
Wives being in subjection to
their husbands is found early in
the pages of the Bible and this
Principle is taught throughout. It
is my hope that some will come
to a better understanding of this
subject as a result of this short
lesson.
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 4)

Church wreckers either run things or ruin them.

into deficit religions.
I can grasp positive concepts

but vaporous essences trouble
me. The atonement of Christ is a
positive act. It is not an exis-
tentialist experience which can
neither be measured nor reduced
to human understanding. The ex-
istenalist says he has had an
experience but can neither de-
scribe it nor communicate it. The
atonement is understandable and
communicable. It is not an
essence, though some Baptists
who should know better are
striving to make it so.

In the physical realm there is
solid, liquid, and gas. So, too, in
the religious world. The
Atonement is a solid and
foundational act which has a solid
and foundational purpose. It is
not a liquid which flows wherever
the topography of the land or the
prevailing winds hasten it. It is
not a gaseous essence which has
neither purpose nor discernible
effect. It is a solid, provable
action of Christ, which works to
a positive end.
The atonement is not an

essence as those who are using
the device of metonymy are at-
tempting to so shape it. The

atonement is not ubiquitious, for
it is contained within specified
limits eternally designed by God.

It is said by some that the
atonement of Christ is "infinite

(Continued on Page 9, Col. 3)
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 THE HOME 
EL DON JOSLIN
5721 LOOP RD.

BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 35224
EDITOR'S NOTE: The

following combines two
articles by Elder Joslin on
a very important subject.
Consequently, there may
be some overlapping.
I would like to take a few mo-

ments and discuss a subject that
is a great need in our land today.
We are living in a society that is
rejecting God, and everyone is
doing that which is right in his
own eyes. Did you ever notice
that before God established the
Israel Nation, before He estab-
lished the church, He established
the home? It was the very first
thing that He established, as far
as I can tell. The home is being

ARMINIANISM AND
GEORGE R. SLEDD

• OCALA, FLA. 32670
Our view of God determines

the soundness of what we be-
lieve. This is especially true as it
pertains to the doctrines of grace.
A clear, Scriptural apprehension
of God's majestic attributes leads
us to truly adorn the Word of
God. There is a great defect in the
system of arminianism and it is
seen in its shallow view of God.
A.W. Pink rightly said, "A God
whose will is resisted, whose de-
signs are frustrated, whose pur-
pose is checkmated, possesses no
title to deity, and so far from be-
ing a fit object of worship, mer-
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undermined by people who do not
trust God; and so, we are seeing a
great amount of divorce and other
things that cause families to have
a kind of home life that does not

ELDON JOSLIN

ATTRIBUTES OF GOD
its nought but contempt." The
arminian system, when taken to
its logical end, reduces God to a
mere "helper of man," "a pawn in
a chess game" to be moved at the
will of the creature. The structure
of this theology is presented in
the remonstrance or five basic
tenants: I. God elects on the basis
of foreseen faith of man. II.
Christ died for all men without
exception. III. Depravity is not
total, so that man still has a
spiritual inclination to exercise
his will. IV. Grace may be re-
sisted. V. Perseverance is a sub-
ject that needs further investiga-
tion (some arminians do maintain

that you can lose your salvation).
Now, a close examination of
these tenants will reveal that
something vital and spiritual is
missing. Can the God of the
Bible possibly be revealed or
glorified in these things? I do not
believe He can! Isaiah, the
prophet, obtained a glimpse of
God and cried out, "...Woe is
me! For I am undone;
because I am a man of
unclean lips, and I dwell
in the midst of a people of
unclean lips: for mine eyes
have seen the King, the
LORD of hosts." (Isaiah
(Continued on Page 5„ Col. 4)
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The Baptist Examiner Pulpit
A Sermon by Pastor Joseph M. Wilson

WHY WE BAPTIZE BY IMMERSION
"And Jesus, when he was

baptized, went up
straightway out of the wa-
ter: and, lo, the heavens
were opened unto him, and
he saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove, and
lighting upon him: And lo
a voice from heaven, say-
ing, This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well
pleased' (Matt.3: 16-17).

Actually, my subject contains
a misnomer, for we cannot bap-
tize in any way other than by
immersion. Men, in their
foolish attachment to man-made
religious rituals may speak of
different modes of baptism. Such
talk is as absurd as to talk about

different modes of sprinkling or
different modes of pouring. As
one cannot sprinkle by
immersion, so one cannot baptize
by sprinkling. Immersion is not
one mode of baptism, it is the
only mode thereof. But for the
sake of clarity and of discussion,
I use this as my subject.
Let me first say some

introductory things about bap-
tism. First, baptism does not
save us. Of course it does not.
How could it? By what magical
way could the waters of baptism
wash away the sin-stains of the
soul? The Episcopalian catechism
may speak of being made a child
of God by baptism; but surely,
no honest thinking man could

imagine that there is any real
truthfulness to the statement.
Other denominations may speak
of baptism bringing one into the
ark of salvation, but it is not
true. Men are saved by the grace
and power of God, and by the
blood of Jesus Christ, not by
baptism.

Secondly, baptism is not es-
sential to salvation. There are
those who would not say that
baptism does save, but do teach
that it is necessary to salvation.
The Bible is very strong and clear
against this heresy of men. "For
by grace are ye saved

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1)

prepare the children to make a
home of their own. Someone
said, "as the home goes so goes
the nation", and this has already
proved itself.
The value of the home is that

children grow up in an atmo-
sphere where they are protected
and taught that one day they will
leave this home and create a
home for themselves. This in-
volved discipline so that the child
will learn responsibility and learn
right from wrong. One of the
most difficult things for children
to learn is that they do not get
their own way all of the time,
nor do they get everything that
they think they want. The child
must learn to be obedient, and
learn to do that which will help
the family continue to be a
strong organization. As I have
said, this takes discipline and the
Bible teaches us that if we do not
discipline the children they will
grow up spoiled and not knowing
how to do right from wrong. The
(Continued on Page 9, Col. 5)

CAN BIBLICAL

CREATION

AND
EVOLUTION BE

RECONCILED?
BOLTON DAVIDHEISER

BOX 22
LA MIRADA, CA. 90637
Prominent scientists and the-

ologians insist that Biblical cre-
ation and evolution can be recon-
ciled, and furthermore that recon-
ciliation is desirable and impor-
tant. Other scientists and theolo-
gians, a minority in our day, hold
the opposite view. Many books
and numerous articles have been
written on the subject and so a
resolution of the matter in a few
paragraphs may seem to be im-
possible. But perhaps not.
Those who seek a reconcilia-

tion seem always to base the
whole issue on the first two
chapters of Genesis in the Bible.
Their contention is that if the
creationists would only interpret
these two chapters properly there
would be no real difficulty and
reconciliation would be accom-
plished.
However, one problem which

does not involve interpretation is
that the Bible gives the names of
early men and the lengths of their
lives, starting with Adam, the
first created man:That Adam was
a real individual and not merely a
type of mankind is attested by the
apostle Paul as important in
Christian theology (Romans
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 2)
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WHY WE
(Continued from Page 1)

through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the
gift of God" (Eph.2:8). This is

a great Scripture on how men are
saved. Note that baptism is not
mentioned here. Surely, in a
Scripture designed to teach how
men are saved; if baptism were
necessary thereto, we would be
told this. "Not by works of
righteousness which we
have done, but according
to his mercy he saved
us...." (Tit.3:5). Jesus informs
us in Matthew 3:15 that baptism
is a work of righteousness.
Therefore, Titus 3:5 must be
telling us that baptism has noth-
ing to do with salvation. "He
that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life...."
(Jn.3:36). Can we believe this
statement or can we not? If one
trusts Christ, and if this verse is
true, one is eternally saved
whether or not he or she is ever
baptized. Men are saved without
baptism, or this verse is false.
"And brought them out,

and said, Sirs, what must I
do to be saved? And they
said, Believe on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved...." (Acts
16:30-31). Here the question of
all questions is asked by a bur-
dened, trembling soul. Oh, let us
not toy with such a one. Let us
not give this poor, lost, trem-
bling, seeking soul false direc-
tions. Let us not leave out any-
thing that is essential to salva-
tion. Let us not set a stumbling
block before this sinner. Let us
not leave him on the way to hell,
even as he is seeking the way to
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Speech is the one thing in which we are most likely to stumble.

heaven. Poor, trembling soul,
you have come to an inspired
apostle to ask the most important
question of time or eternity.
Surely, he will give you a full,
truthful, proper answer to your
question. Surely, an inspired
apostle will not leave out any
essential in giving his answer. It
would be criminal of the apostle
Paul if he did not tell this
trembling sinner the whole truth

Joe Wilson

about salvation. Did Paul tell
this man to be baptized? He did
not. He baptized this man later -
after he had complied with the
divinely given direction - after he
had believed on the Lord Jesus
Christ and was thus a saved man,
saved before and without
baptism. Surely, Paul's inspired
answer to this direct question as
to how to be saved forever
declares that baptism is not
essential to salvation.
Thirdly, if baptism is not es-

sential to salvation; why be bap-
tized? That is a good and proper
question. One should be baptized
in order to follow his Lord. The
saved believer should follow his
Lord in baptism. One should be
baptized as an act of obedience by
an already saved person. One
should be baptized to show forth
the divinely given picture of that
glorious gospel by which he was
saved. One should be baptized to
become a member - of- a true
church of Jesus Christ - a
Sovereign Grace Landmark Mis-
sionary Baptist Church. I did not
say "the" true church, but "a" true
church. "For by one Spirit
are we all baptized into
one body...." (I Cor.12:13).
We are not all baptized into the
same body, but into "one" body -
the Baptist church into which we
were baptized. This is not for
salvation, but for church mem-
bership. One can be saved with-
out baptism, but one cannot be a
member of a true Baptist church
without this.
More blood has been shed over

baptism than over any other
teaching of the Word of God.
Hundreds of thousands have died
because they would not accept a
false religious ordinance as true
baptism. Baptist's blood has
stained this earth because of their
uncompromising stand for the
truth on this subject.
Baptism is a very involved

subject. There are many impor-
tant facets to this subject. In this
message we will deal only with
one of the four esgentialS for true

Baptism. In order to have Scrip-
tural Baptism, four things are
necessary: 1. A Scriptural candi-
date, a believer in Jesus Christ.
2. A Scriptural authority, a true
Baptist church. 3. A Scriptural
purpose, an act of obedience
showing forth the gospel. 4. A

Scriptural mode, immersion. In
this article we deal only with the
last of these.
We baptize by immersion be-

cause of the meaning of the word
"baptize." This word is inspired

by the Holy Spirit to refer to the
act of baptism. It is the only
word ever used to refer to bap-

tism. Beware of how you tamper
with the true meaning of the
word the Holy Spirit inspired to
set forth the act of baptism. To
tamper with the true meaning of
this word is to tamper with Holy
Spirit inspiration.
Let me explain that the Greek

word "baptizo" is not translated,
but transliterated in our version
of the Bible. When King James
authorized the 1611 translators,
he instructed them to not bother
words of long standing in church
practice. The Church of England,
and other Protestant churches,
following the practice learned
from their Roman Catholic
mother, practiced sprinkling. The
translators knew they could not

translate the Greek word inspired
by the Holy Spirit for Baptism as
"sprinkling." They knew that this
was absolutely not any meaning
of the word. So, instead of
translating - giving the proper
English meaning "immersion",
they spelled the Greek word in
English letters (transliterating)
"baptism." Had this word been
translated, it would be "immerse"
in our English Bibles.

I was eating in a Greek cafe. I
asked the Greek there what bap-
tize meant. He said, "dip, dip, all
the way under, dip." I guess he
knew the meaning of his own
language. The Greek Orthodox
church, even though they baptize
infants, do all baptizing by im-

mersion. I guess they know the
meaning of their own language.
The Greek-English lexicons - a

dictionary, giving the meaning of
Greek words in English, all in-
form us that the basic and pri-
mary meaning of baptizo is to
immerse, submerge, plunge or
dip. They give many illustrations
of this meaning. I do not know
of one Greek authority who
would dare to define baptizo by
pour or sprinkle.
Catholic and Protestant schol-

ars agree that immerse is the
meaning of the word, and that in
the New Testament and in the
early church this was the uniform
practice. The Catholics freely
admit to this and state that they
changed this to sprinkling by the
power they have upsurped unto
themselves. Beza, a Presbyterian,

said, "Christ commanded us to be
baptized, by which word it is
certain that immersion is signi-
fied." Calvin, who started the
Presbyterian church, said, "The
word baptize signifies to im-
merse, and immersion was ob-
served by the ancient church."
Luther, who founded the Lutheran
church, said, "The term baptism
is a Greek word. It may be ren-
dered 'a dipping': Wesley, who
founded the Methodist Church,
said, "Buried with him' - alluding
to the ancient manner of baptiz-
ing by immersion." Similar
quotes could be multiplied
indefinitely.
The Greeks have a word for

sprinkling, one that means to
pour, and one that means to wash
by whatever means. None of
these words are ever used by the
Holy Spirit to refer to Baptism;
but only and always He uses that
word which signifies immersion
and nothing but immersion.
Pourers and sprinklers would do
well to consider how their stub-
born insistence on this matter re-
acts on the doctrine of Holy
Spirit inspiration. If I tamper
with the true, proper, and only
meaning of the word inspired by
the Spirit to refer to baptism, to

what other heresies in doctrine

and practice will this open the

door?
My second argument or proof

is the prepositions used relative

to baptism in the Bible. A
preposition is a word used to

show the relationship of a noun

or pronoun to some other word in

a sentence. In baptism the prepo-

sition shows the relationship of

the candidate to the water of bap-
tism. Mark 1:9 tells us that Jesus

was baptized in Jordan. He was

not baptized at Jordan, nor near

Jordan, but in Jordan. Verse 10

tells us that after being baptized

in Jordan, He came up out of the

water. He did not come away

from the water. He came up out

of the water. Surely, anyone not

blinded by preconceived prejudice

will see immersion in this bap-

tism of Jesus. Acts 8:38-39 tells
us of Philip's baptism of the

Ethiopian eunuch. We learn that

they both went down into the
water. Philip baptized the man,

and they both came up out of the

water. They were not near the
water, they were in it. They did

not come away from the water;

they came up out of it. In a
Christian book store I once saw
a picture. It was a supposed
picture of the baptism of Jesus. It
showed Jesus standing about
waist deep in the river. John

stood beside him and was pouring
water on his head. I said to the
lady in the store, "That is the
most absurd thing I have ever

seen." She replied, "What is
that?" I said, "for them both to

get waist deep in the river so
John could pour water on His

head." Would not anyone agree
that this was foolish? You know,
of course, that I do not believe in

pictures of Jesus. I once observed

a Presbyterian baptism (?) of an

infant. The preacher dipped his

finger in a silver saucer of water

and touched his moistened finger
to the baby's forehead - what a
travesty and blasphemy to call
this "baptism." Neither the
preacher nor the baby went down
into the water or came up out of
the water. It did not resemble the
accounts of baptism in the Bible.

My next proof is the Biblical

accounts of baptism. We have all

but covered this already. But read
again the accounts of the baptism
of Jesus and that of the Ethiopian
eunuch. See if, by just reading
these accounts, you can believe
they had a little water sprinkled
or poured on them. No man,
without previous prejudice,
would imagine that these bap-
tisms were anything but immer-
sions. "And John also was
baptizing in Aenon near to
Salim, because there was
much water there...."
(Jn.3:23). There is not much wa-

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1)

FROM THE EDITOR
There are some things I want to do this year. There are some things I

need to do. Please pray for me as to these things.

I want to love more. Love is so important. It is important to our

testimony before the world that we be a loving people. Unloving peo-

ple are poor witnesses for Christ. It is important to those who are

loved. We will do little for those whom we do not love. It is a blessing

to know that others love you. It is important to the one loving. A lack

of love will react unfavorably upon the one who does not love. To love

others causes one to have a good, warm, blessed feeling himself.

I want to love more people. Oh, I plan to try to gain some new

friends in the Lord this year, and to love them. I want to love many

unsaved people this year. I do not mean just a general love for the un-

saved. I want to have many specific unsaved people on my mind and

heart this year. I want ,to love them, witness to them, and pray for

them.
The dear friends I already love, I want to love them more this year. I

want my love for them to grow and grow and grow. I want love to be a

dominating passion and force in my life this year.

Those I used to love, but I don't love them like I once did; I want to

love them more this year. Oh, that lost or lessened loves might be re-

stored and strengthened. Would not this be a worthwhile accomplish-

ment this year? I am not a sloppy sentimentalist. I don't want to be.

But I would like to be filled and overflowing with God-given love. Oh,

that the love of God will be shed abroad more and more in my heart and

life this year.
I want to pray more. Oh, how I have failed in prayer. Oh, how much

I have doubtless lost by my failure in prayer. Where could I be now in

spiritual knowledge and strength, and what could I have accomplished

by now had I been more a man of prayer than I have? How much could

I have had that I have not had because I have not asked? I know about

sovereignty and predestination, but I also know about Biblical promises

about prayer. I am determined that, by God's help, I will pray more

this year.
I want to be a better man. There is so much need of this in my life. I

want to be more pure, clean, holy, conscientious, dedicated in my life

this year. I want to be a better man, a better neighbor, a better father, a

better husband - oh to be better in every way.

I want to be a better preacher this year. I want to study more. I want

to prepare my sermons better. I want to preach more and more under and

with the anointing of the Holy Spirit. I want to be more of a blessing

through my preaching this year. How many sermons have I preached

that were not well prepared, that were not preached with Holy Spirit

power, that fell flat, that did little if any good for man or for God's

glory? How many? Oh, that the Lord will touch my mouth this year

with a coal from the altar.
I want to be a better pastor this year. I want to mean more to and do

more for my members this year. I want to be a real blessing to each one

of them. I want to visit them more, pray for them more, love them

more, and serve them better.
I want to be a better, and especially, a more successful evangelist this

year. I want to evangelize this area. I want to win many souls to

Christ this year. I may well say that this is my greatest desire this year

- to win more souls to Christ. Oh, that God will make me the spiritual

father to many souls this year. I am determined to do more of this and

to pray more about it.

I want to do more for the glory of God and for the good of men this

year. I suppose this about sums it up. I am determined that these things

will be true this year. I pray that God will make these things true in me

and for me this year. I desire all this to the glory of God. I depend upon

His grace and strength for the doing of any and all of these. I ask the

reader's prayers for me in this matter.



The tongue is afire, and like afire it pains, sears, ruins and kills.

WHY WE
(Continued from Page 2)

ter in a Methodist or Presbyterian
sprinkling. There is not much
water in a Lutheran pouring. But
in Bible and Baptist baptisms,
there has to be much water.
Surely, this is proof of immer-
sion.

My next proof is the Scriptural
symbolism of baptism.
"Therefore we are buried
with him by baptism into
death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also
Should walk in the new-
ness of life" (Rom.6:4). Bap-
tism is a picture or symbol of
death and resurrection. I do not
see how any honest, Bible
believing person can question
this. Well, sprinkling and pour-
ing are surely not pictures of
death, burial, and resurrection.
But immersion is such a picture.
My friend, one is dangerously
tampering with the inspired Word
of God, when he practices, advo-
cates, or defends sprinkling for
baptism. Would you like for
someone to deface the picture of
Your mother or wife? Well, the
Lord is not pleased with the de-
facing of His picture of the death,
burial, and resurrection of His
Son by the practice of sprinkling
or pouring. The Methodist
preacher's cat died. He told his
son to bury the cat. Later, while
walking in the yard, the preacher
observed the dead carcass lying on
the ground with a little dirt
sprinkled upon it. He said angrily
to his son, "I told you to bury
the cat." The son replied, "Father,
`.Nlien you say that you bury one
in baptism, you sprinkle a little
water on him. That is how I
buried the cat." I haven't heard the
rest of this story.

One of the major reasons we
baptize by immersion is because
this pictures the glorious and
precious gospel by which we are
saved. Men are not saved by
works, religion, or ritual. Men
are saved by the gospel of Jesus
Christ. What is the gospel? Let
the Bible answer,
"MOREOVER, brethren, I
declare unto you the
gospel which I preached
unto you, which also ye
have received, and wherein
Ye stand; By which also ye
are saved, if ye keep in
memory what I preached
unto you, unless ye have
believed in vain. For I de-
livered unto you first of
all that which I also re-
ceived, how that Christ
died for our sins according
to the scriptures; And that
he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day
according to the scrip-
tures" (I Cor.15:1-4). This, my
friend, and this only, is the sav-
ing gospel of Jesus Christ. The
gospel is: who Jesus Christ is,
and what He did. He is the virgin
born Son of God. He lived a
sinless life, died on the cross for
the sins of all who would ever
trust Him as Lord and Saviour,
Was buried, and rose again. This
is. the gospel. Any who trust
Him and believe His gospel for
salvation are everlastingly saved.
. Now, baptism is, and was de-
signed and purposed to be, a pic-
ture of this gospel. Surely, any-
one can see that sprinkling or
Pouring cannot picture this
g°sPel Surely, anyone can see
that immersion can and does pic-

ture this gospel. In every act of
true baptism we see pictured the
death, burial, and resurrection of
Christ. In this picture, in this act
of obedience, we show to all pre-
sent that we are not trusting in
our works for salvation, we are
not even trusting in our baptism
for salvation; we are trusting in
Jesus Christ and His death,
burial, and resurrection for our
eternal salvation. As baptism
pictures the gospel by which we
are saved, it tends to preserve the
truth of the gospel. Baptism is a
symbol or picture. It pictures
certain truths. To pervert the pic-
ture gives a tendency to pervert
that which is pictured. As we
value the saving gospel of Christ
pictured in baptism, let us guard
the divinely given picture, even
baptism, from any and all
perversion thereof. Let us not
pervert the ordinance in any way,
lest we eventually pervert the
precious gospel of Christ.

I would exhort any of my read-
ers who are not saved: believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved. I would even be-
seech you to do this. I would ex-
hort any of my readers who are
saved that they follow Christ in
Scriptural baptism into a true
Baptist church and serve the Lord
faithfully there. I would exhort
all sound and true Baptists to de-
fend the ordinance of baptism in
all of its purity - yea, defend it
with our lives if needful, even as
our forefathers did. Baptism does
not save. It is not even necessary
unto salvation. But it is a very
important matter, holding an im-
portant place in the Word of God,
and should be defended, advocated,
and Scripturally practiced even
until the rapture of the saints
ends this Church Age. May God
bless you all.

BIBLICAL
(Continued from Page 1)

5:14-21, I Corinthians 15:21-23).
Also there are other New Testa-
ment references to Adam and the
first three of his children as real
persons.
The Biblical genealogies en-

compass a very brief period of
time compared to the enormous
extent of the ages needed to make
evolution plausible. One attempt
to reconcile this disparity in time
has been by postulating an indef-
initely long interval between
Genesis 1:1 and 1:2, The English
translation of the second verse is
changed from "the earth was
without form and void" to
"the earth came without form and
void." It is assumed that there
was a creation previous to the
one recorded in Genesis which
was ruined and made chaotic
through a rebellion brought about
by Satan. This change in transla-
tion is accepted by some Hebrew
scholars, particularly those desir-
ing to reconcile creation and evo-
lution, but the majority seem to
agree that it puts an unnatural
strain on the Hebrew grammar in
this verse.
Two Old Testament references

are cited in support of this "gap
theory," also called the "ruin-re-
construction theory." One is Isa-
iah 45:18, stating that God cre-
ated the earth not in vain but
formed it to be inhabited. "not in
vain" here is the same Hebrew
word as "without form" in the
Genesis text. But as also de-
scribed in the Genesis account, it
merely says that the earth at first
was in an uninhabitable condition
and does not mean that a former
creation was destroyed.
The other is Jeremiah 4:23, "I

beheld the earth, and, lo,
it was without form, and
void...." In context the prophet
is describing his vision of the
conditioa of the land of Israel
during the Babylonian captivity.
It has nothing to do with the
time of creation.
Adoption of the "gap theory"

by creationists is merely a device
to accommodate the Bible to the
great age of the earth insisted
upon by evolutionists. It grants
them the one thing they must
have -- vast amounts of time.
Moreover, in recent years various
"scientific" evidences have been
found for a young earth.
But the matter of this postu-

lated gap in the Genesis record is
refuted by several Biblical pas-
sages, particularly Genesis 1:31.
At the end of the creation week
God saw that everything which
He had made was "very good."
But according to the "gap the-
ory," Satan, a created being, was
already at this time very bad and
had caused so much trouble that a
previous creation had been ruined,
making it necessary for God to
perform another creation, the one
recorded in the Bible, to take its
place.
Also the order of events in cre-

ation is in contradiction to the
accepted evolutionary sequence;
green plants before the sun,
whales before land animals, birds
before "creeping things."
Much is said about the "double

revelation theory," that we have
two books from which to gain
knowledge on this subject,
meaning the Bible and the "book
of nature," and they must agree.
But when Biblical statements ap-
pear to differ from scientific
theories, those who put their
confidence in the double revela-
tion theory seem invariably to
put their faith in the "book of
nature."
The Bible says that the Creator

was our Lord Jesus Christ (John
1:1-3, 10, 14, I Corinthians 8:6;
Ephesians 3:9. Colossians 1:16,
17, Hebrews 1:1, 2). John 1:1, 3
expresses it, "In the
beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with
God, and the Word was
God... , All things were
made by him, and without
him was not anything
made that was made." Verse
14 makes it clear that the Word is
Christ. Some have blas-
phemously written, somewhat
paraphrasing John, "In the
beginning was the word, and the
word was hydrogen." Rather
similarly, as the Bible states that
the first man, Adam, was made
from the dust of the ground,
some say they believe humanity
was derived from the same mate-
rials as are found in the dust of
the ground, and add, "by way of a
long animal ancestry." Then what
about Eve, Adam's wife, the first
woman? It is stated in Scripture
that she was formed from a por-
tion of Adam's side. The Hebrew
word is generally translated "rib."
There is no possible evolutionary
explanation for this.
An honest examination of the

matter reveals that Biblical cre-
ation cannot be reconciled with
evolution. In the end, those who
say they can be reconciled are
forced to resort to ridicule and
name-calling, such as "literalist"
and "lunatic fringe."
But here is the most important

Part. A basic Christian doctrine
is salvation by grace through the
atonement for sin made by the
Lord Jesus Christ on the cross.
Eternal salvation is through
receiving forgiveness for sins
through the merits of the only

sinless One by way of His taking
the penalty for our sins upon
Himself and dying in our place.
But if evolution is true, we are
improved animals instead of
fallen sinners. Then there never
was one rational, responsible,
first man who introduced sin into
the world by disobeying a direct
command by God. It follows
from this that there is no need for
the Redeemer, no occasion for the
Savior. Thus the basic Christian
doctrine, for which a multitude of
martyrs have given their lives, is
negated.
Many are not aware of this ba-

sic Christian doctrine. Ministers
of many churches no longer teach
it to their congregations. They
are more interested in improving
social conditions.
Evolutionists frequently use

the words "creation" and
"Creator" while the context
shows they are referring to
evolution. Some use the term
"creation by evolution." They
point out that evolutionists can
believe in God. True, but that is
not enough. As James wrote
(2:19), "Thou believest that
there is one God; thou
doest well. The devils
(demons) believe, and
tremble." Evolutionists also
point out that they can be as vir-
tuous and ethical as creationists.
True again, but that shows their
ignorance of the basic Christian
doctrine of salvation by grace and
not by works. Judged on the ba-
sis of works, none of us can meet
God's standard. The only way to
have one's name written in the
Book of Life is to be redeemed
through the sacrifice for us made
by the only One who did not sin.

Is there any way this basic
Christian doctrine can be recon-
ciled with a gradual evolution of
man from the beasts? No!

WIVES
(Continued from Page 1)

lesson.
God, very early in the Bible,

laid down His plan for the fam-
ily. There have been thousands
of books written of this subject,
and many couples have counseled
with so called specialists, but the
fact is that God has the perfect
family plan. If people would only
listen to God, I dare say there
would be less trouble and divorce
in the land today. The wisdom of
men cannot even be compared to
the wisdom of our all wise God.
Oh, how infinitely wise He was
when He instituted His family
plan to the world. God's plan will
work if followed by the married
couple.
Let me give you some Scrip-

tures in connection with this
topic, and see what the Bible has
to say. Notice in Ephesians
5:22-24, "Wives, submit
yourselves unto your own
husbands, as unto the
Lord. For the husband is
the head of the wife, even
as Christ is the head of the
church: and he is the
saviour of the body.
Therefore as the church is
subject unto Christ, so
let the wives be to their
own husbands in every-
thing." Ephesians 5:33 says,
Nevertheless let every one
of you in particular so
love his wife even as
himself; and the wife see
that she reverence her
husband." I Peter 3:1, 2 says,
"LIKEWISE, ye wives, be
in subjection to your
own husbands; that, if any
obey not the word, they

also may without the word
be won by the con-
versation of the wives;
While they behold your
chaste conversation cou-
pled with fear".
When the modern feminist

movement of today says that the
wife is on equal ground with the
husband, you can see that they
are in direct contradiction to the
Word of God. The man is to hold
the position of authority in the
home. God has so placed him
there, and that is the position that
he is to assume. Of course the
feminist will jump up and down
and say that I am a male
chauvinist pig for making such a
statement. The feminist will cry
foul and claim that their rights as
women have been abused when
such statements as I have made
are proclaimed. But need I remind
you that before Eve was created,
God created man and gave him
charge over the earth. Genesis 2:8
says, "And the LORD God
planted a garden eastward
in Eden; and there he put
the man whom he had
formed." Verse 15 & 18 say,
"And the LORD God took
the man, and put him into
the garden of Eden to dress
it and to keep it. And the
LORD God said, it is not
good that the man should
be alone; I will make him
an help meet for him".
Clearly, the Word lets us know
that God put the man in charge,
and He did so before the woman
was created. Then in the 18th
verse we see that the woman was
created as a help meet for the
man. God did not say that He was
going to put her on an equal
plain with the man. He did not
tell Adam that he was going to
have to share equal responsibility
now that Eve was created. No,
dear reader, the role of leadership
did not change, nor did it lesson
at the arrival of Adam's help
meet, Eve.
The teaching of a help meet is

one that lets us know the wife is
in a position of duty. Yes, I said
duty. Boy, I can hear some of
those women now. I realize that
in this modern society in which
we live the word "duty" is one
which many women will not hear
of, but the fact remains; women
have a responsibility to their
husbands. They are to "submit
yourselves unto their
husbands as unto the
Lord." This portion of the Word
lets us know that when a wife_
submits herself unto her husband,
she in fact, is submitting herself
unto her Lord and Master. It is
not a matter of whether you want
to do this or not, but it is a
matter of whether you are going
to submit yourselves unto the
Lord and His Word. You see,
when you will not submit to
your husband, you not only rebel
against his God given authority,
but you also rebel against God.
Listen, when God gave His plan
to the world He did not give us a
two-headed monster. No, He gave
us a plan which has one head, and
that head is the man. Many a
home is in trouble today because
it has two heads, but how much
better is that Christian home
where the man is the head of the
wife.
Now the question is asked, just

what is the woman's duty? In
what things is she to be in
subjection? Well, Ephesians 5:22
said, ..."so let the wives be
(Continued orr-Page 4, Col. 4)
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Man is inclined to be very easy on himself, and very hard on others.
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Was Phebe a deaconess? If not, explain the use of the word

for deacon referring to her in Romans 16:1.
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"I commend unto you
Phebe our sister, which is
a servant of the church
which is at Cenchrea: That
ye receive her in the Lord,
as becometh saints, and
that ye assist her in what-
soever business she hath
need of you: for she hath
been a succourer of many,
and of myself also". Ro-
mans 16:1,2
Was Phebe a deaconess? If

"deaconess" is meant to refer to
the female counterpart of the
male office of deacon, the answer
is "no". I am aware that the
"office of deaconess" exists along
with the office of deacon in many
churches today, including no
small number of those called
Baptists. I am aware of most of
the arguments for a female
deacon, including that which says
they existed in the churches just
after the apostolic period. I
concede that they probably
performed then, and probably do
perform now many good works
and may be a help to many. I
must, however, use a statement
made by a pastor who was a great
help and guide to me in the past.
When confronted by the argument
of "how much good was done" in
defense of questionable positions,
or practices, he said, "You can't
substitute good for God". There
is not space to present and answer
all of the arguments for the office
of deaconess, but I do want to list
a few reasons I believe it does not
exist as a proper office.

1. The instance of calling
Phebe "diakonos" is the only in-
stance of applying this word to a
female in the New Testament.
Using the word "diakonos",
however, does not mean that it
refers to the office of deacon here,
for the word is used elsewhere in
the New Testament where the of-
fice of deacon is not specifically
meant. It is used of a servant of
Christ in the sense of being a
minister as in Ephesians 3:7,
Colossians 1: 23 and 25, and 1
Thessalonians 3:2. It is used in
many places in a general sense.
2. Although Phebe evidently
helped, or aided many through her
own means, including the apostle
Paul, there is no proof that she
did this in an official capacity. 3.
The qualifications given in the
Scriptures for deacons are given
for men, not women. Women
cannot usurp authority over men,
or mixed groups in teaching,
preaching, or public praying as
these things are reserved for men,
including deacons. In fact, we
believe that women are not even
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to speak in church. All of this is
not meant to demean women, or
belittle their importance and
service in God's order. That needs
to be emphasized. Phebe gives an
excellent example to all in
conduct and service to God. It is
stated that she relieved and helped
many including Paul from
distress and need. She was a
woman of great honor and service
to other Christians and thus to
God. She was commended of
Paul and thus a memorial
pointing to her example was
raised. It not only becomes
Christian women, but all
Christians to follow the example
of Phebe in being a servant who
is helpful to other Christians as
God gives means and opportu-
nity.
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ROMANS 1 6 : 1 ; "I
commend unto You Phebe
our sister, which is a ser-
vant of the church which
is in Cenchrea." .
My answer to this question is a

most emphatic "no", Phebe was
not a deaconess. She could not
have been because such a thing as
a deaconess does not exist
according to Scriptures. Let me
first explain the 'usage of the
word "servant" in our text.

It is true that this is the same
Greek word as that used for dea-
con in other parg -,of.the Bible.
That does not mean that she was
a deacon. This word is also used
in many other places and does not
refer to any office in these places
either. Let us notice some Bible
usages of this Greek word,
"diakonos". The word means ser-
vant. When used for deacon it
has reference to the work of dea-
cons. They are to be servants of
the church. You cannot say that
every time this word is used it
has reference to deacons. I men-
tion a few N. T. usages of this
word. It refers to domestic
servants in John 2:5,9. It refers
to a civil ruler in Romans 13:4.
It refers to Christ in Romans
15:8. It refers to the followers of
Christ in John 12:26. It refers to
the servants of Christ in
preaching and teaching in I
Corinthians 3:5. It refers to false
apostles and servants of Satan in
II Corinthians 11:15. It refers to
angels in Matthew 22:13. You
can see from this that to say that
Phebe was a deaconess based on
the use of the word, "diakonis" in
Romans 16:1 is foolish. We
certainly would not call Christ a
deacon. We would not call angels
deacons. We would not call the
servants of Satan, deacons.
Neither can we call Phebe a
deaconess. If you try to prove her
a deaconess from the use of this
word, then I could prove that

every saved person is a deacon or
deaconess. The verse simply
commends the work of Phebe on
behalf of the church. This should
be able to be said about all
female members of our churches.
It should be able to be said about
all male members of our
churches. We should all be
servants of the church.
Let me mention another reason

that Phebe could not have been a
deaconess. Read I Timothy 3:8-
13. We are taught there the
qualifications of deacons. There is
a standard there that Phebe could
not have possibly lived up to.
The standard I refer to is that she
must be the "husband of one
wife." It is impossible for
Phebe to be a husband of any-
thing. Also her "wife" could
never be "grave, not a slan-
derer, sober, and faithful
in all things." This alone de-
stroys the idea of a woman being
a deaconess. I might also add that
for a woman to be a deaconess is
to violate the Scripture which
says that women are not to usurp
authority over men. No, no a
thousand times no, Phebe was
not a deaconess. May God bless
you all.
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"I commend unto you
Phebe our sister, which is

a servant of the church
which is at Cenchrea:"

(Rom. 16:1).
To answer the question as to

Phebe being a deaconess we need
to study the Greek, but as Will
Rogers is reported to have said of
himself that all he knew was
what he read in the newspapers,
all I know of Greek is what I
have read that Greek scholars
have written concerning this.
According to Vine and other
Greek scholars the word "servant"
as used in this verse comes from
the Greek word "diakonos" which
means one who serves. Young's
concordance lists the Greek word
translated as "minister" thirty
times, in the sense that one
serves others. In Matthew 20:26,
27, "--but whosoever will
be great among you, let
him be your minister: ---
let him be your servant."
In Romans 13:4 it is said of a
ruler, "---for he is the min-
ister of God, a revenger to
execute wrath upon him
that doeth evil."
The word "diakonos" is trans-

lated "servant" seven times in the
New Testament. In Matthew
22:13, "Then said the king
to the servants," Also "But

he that is greater among
you shall be your servant."
Again, "His mother saith
unto the servants, whatso-
ever he saith unto you, d o
it." (John 2:5). The only places
where the word "diakonos" is

translated deacon is found in
Philippians 1:1 where deacons are
listed along with bishops and in I
Timothy 3:8-13 where the quali-
fications for deacons is given.
One qualification which would
rule out women deacons is, "Let
the deacons be the u s -
bands of one wife" (verse
12). The Greek word "diakonos"
is masculine gender, therefore
could not be translated
"deaconess."
Phebe was a member of the

church at Cenchrea of whom Paul
said, "she hath been a suc-
.courer of many, and of
myself also" (Rom. 16:2). It
would seem that she was a faith-
ful member who had faithfully
served others, Paul included. In
truth she was a servant, one who
serves others, but not a deacon-
ness. Oh, that all of us could
'qualify for such a recommenda-
tion.

WIVES
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to their own husbands in
every thing." As the church is
subject to Christ in every thing,
so is the wife to the husband in
every thing. You might ask, do
you mean the husband has the
last say in all matters, and his
decision is the final one? Yes,
that is just exactly what I mean;
for that is the Bible way. I realize
that for some, this becomes a
problem. For instance, there is
the situation of the saved woman
who is married to an unsaved
man. The question arises, should
a saved woman follow her un-
saved husband in sin so that she
can remain under subjection to
him? I know that some will say
yes, but here, I think that the
woman should draw the line. I
don't believe that a woman
should follow her husband to
bars.and such places on his de-
mand. I think she has the right to
refuse to do such things. I know
that this may seem confusing to
some, but one thing we must re-
alize is that the Christian is to be
faithful to God first. God is to be
put ahead of family and friends.
Notice again what was said in I
Peter 3:1-2, "LIKEWISE, ye
wives, be in subjection to
your own husbands; that,
if any obey not the word,
they also may without the
word be won by the
conversation of the wives;
While they behold your
chaste conversation
coupled with fear." This
verse teaches the wife that she is
to live a godly life before her un-
saved husband. It teaches that she
is to have a fear of God in her life

that her husband might know that
she is serious about her service to
God. In most cases this kind of

godly living will prevent her

husband from asking her to sin

with him against God. Usually

he will have respect for her be-
liefs.
Then another problem situation

may occur. Sometimes both man
and wife are saved, and the saved
man wants to rebel against God
and desires his wife to go along
with him. There have been cases
where the couple were Baptists
and the husband changed for
whatever reason and desired the
wife to join a Protestant group
with him. What should the wife
do? Should she go with him so
as to remain in subjection to her

husband? My answer is "no".
Again, we are to be faithful to
God first and family second. Peter
said in Acts 5:29, ..."We
ought to obey God rather

than man." These are two in-
stances in which the wife, in or-
der to be faithful to God, should
not follow after her husband. If I
were counselling a couple, I
could not with Scripture advise a
woman to join a harlot church so
that she could worship with her
husband. Beloved, what the
Christian home needs is God
fearing husbands who will stand
for the whole counsel of God.
Our homes today are filled with
weak-kneed, sissified husbands
who don't have the back-bone to
stand for the things of God. Lis-
ten, if our women are going to be
in subjection to us, then we, as
men, most certainly need to be
the leaders in the home that God
requires us to be. Is it any wonder
that many of our homes are being
led by the woman? The reason is'
that many men will not take the
role of leader. God requires this,
and we men will answer to God
as to the spiritual condition of
our homes. It seems there is less
and less respect for the authority
of the husband today. I suppose
that a lot of the problem could
fall on the shoulders of the hus-
band. Maybe men today do not
live the way our forefathers did.
Maybe there is such a vast differ-
ence in our spirituality than
theirs that we do not demand the
respect that they did. Maybe we
have just adopted too much of the
world's ideas of family life that it
has affected us, but at any rate we
have been affected.
Let's look at some more

Scripture concerning submission.
Colossians 3:18 says, "Wives,
submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as it
is fit in the Lord". The
word fit means proper. It, then is
the proper thing to do. It is
proper for the man to be head of
the family and the wife be subject
unto him. It is not a low-life
thing to do, as the feminist group
would tell us. No, it is proper or
it is very right for the family to
walk in this kind of obedience.
Titus 2:4-5 says, "That they

may teach the young
women to be sober to love
their husbands, to love
their children, To be dis-
creet, chaste, keepers at
home, good, obedient to
their own husbands, that
the word of God be not
blasphemed."
The wives are told they are to

be obedient to their own hus-
bands. Not that they are to obey
what any man would tell them,
but their own husbands. The
word obey is a strong word which
gives us the indication of the
importance of the subject.
Genesis 3:16 "...Thy desire

shall be to thy husband,
and he shall rule over
thee." The wives' desires are to
be to their husbands. The worldy
idea tells the woman to ignore
these desires and go out into the
world and have her own life.
Well, women have done this very
thing and we have seen the grave
results of it. Women have left the
home and the homes of America
are falling apart. God gave the
woman a great job to do, and that
was to take care of her husband
and children. They should come
first in her list of priorities.
Now, I am not saying that a
woman cannot work outside of
the home, but her first duty is
there. If she has to choose
between one or the Other, she
should remain in the home.
In closing, I want to say that

God has a proper way for the
home to be run, and any other
way is to rebel against Him. It is
(Continued on Page 5, Col. 4)



A meek man is not a touchy man; you do not need to use kid gloves in handling him.
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What should uninvolved sister churches do as to churches
involved in the receiving or using of an excluded member of
a sister church?
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Sometimes, I think there may
be too much involvement con-
cerning uninvolved churches. I
see no reason for a church to be-
come involved in a situation that
does not concern them or that
does not involve them. I would
suggest that an un-involved
church remain that way if possi-
ble. It is possible that problems
can be worked out between two
churches, but the involvement of
other churches can hinder that
reconciliation.

I believe that a church becomes
involved, when a church who has
disregarded the authority of a sis-
ter church, invites a pastor or
preacher in the church to preach
for them, or if they have re-
quested the fellowship of that
church in some meeting. When
this happens, a church will be
involved with the matter of fel-
lowship with a church who re-
fuses to respect the authority of a
sister church. I believe to be in-
volved with such a church is to
put your stamp of approval on
their sin of neglecting church au-
thority. Now, I know that there
are those who say that this is not
the case, and that they can have
fellowship and still be un-in-
volved, but I do not agree with
that. Let me give you an
Illustration of what I mean. Sup-
pose that church A excludes a
member from their church. And
then suppose that churches B, C,
and D use that excluded member.
What should our attitude be to-
wards B,C, and D? Well, I think
that anyone who would preach for
B, C, or D would be slapping
Church A in the face. By their ac-
tion, they would be telling A that
their authority does not mean
anything at all. I think to line
IT with B, C, and D would be
condoning the sin of the excluded
member and also participating in
the sin of churches B, C, and D.
Remember that when you are

asked to preach for such a church
that you become involved. If you
ask them to preach for you, you
become involved. Some will
close their eyes to such situations
and say that they are uninvolved,
but this is not the case. An
uninvolved church is one that has
no fellowship, one where the
preachers of the churches do not
Preach for one another, or
Churches who do not support any
work of such churches. To the
uninvolved, I would suggest
again, that you stay that way.
D0 not interfere and maybe the
Lord may straighten things out.
%yonder if uninvolved churches

remained that way,if we would
have less division among us? I

don't know, but I, without
hesitation, say that when we do
become involved that we stand
strongly for the truth that we
love so well.
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"And let us consider one
another to provoke unto
love and good works"
(Hebrews 10:24). There are two
words that I will take notice of in
this passage of Scripture. The
first one is "consider" which
means to observe fully. In what
way should we consider or ob-
serve fully another person or
church when desiring to move
them to good works? We should
take notice of what they are
doing, if it is right or wrong. If it
is wrong we should not
encourage them in it. It it is right
then we should encourage them
in what they did or were doing.
We should also observe their
willingness and readiness of
mind. We should observe fully
those with whom we are
fellowshipping, if what they did
was right or was it wrong. If it
was wrong, to fellowship them
would be an encouragement to
them to continue in their work.
The second word I will take

notice of is "provoke". This word
means to incite or to encourage
to good works. The same word is
used to encourage one to an evil
work. But the way it is used here
is to encourage one by way of
enthusiasm.
Now, if the church where I am

pastor, receives an excluded
member from a sister church, in
what way would this affect the
sister church? Would she be en-
couraged to good works or would
my church be wounding her feel-
ings. If we received an excluded
member from a sister church
could we expect un-involved sis-
ter churches to encourage us in
what we did?
If un-involved sister churches

fellowship churches which re-
ceive and use excluded members.
they should surely let them know
that they do not condone such. If
an un-involved sister church fel-
lowships a church that received
excluded members, it would cer-
tainly be an encouragement to
them that they did the right
thing.
Let us be careful in what we do

to encourage other churches to
do. Are we encouraging them to
do good works when we receive
excluded members? Do we not
have any other way to grow or
increase our membership? Do we
not have any other way to set up
a new work? We should certainly

see that reconciliation is made
and this would be an encourage-
ment to all involved.
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This question deals with the
recognition of a sister church's
authority. If there were no other
criteria available, common sense
alone would indicate what actions
should be taken in a matter such
as this. That common sense will
direct the uninvolved church to
support the action taken by her
sister church. There could be no
other answer, unless they do not
practice church authority. To be
other than supportive, is to con-
done the sinful action taken by
the one that has been excluded, as
well as those who have taken
sides with the excluded party.
Church authority is not to be

manipulated for advantage. It is
serious, it is unalterable. It is a
directive from God. "And I
will give unto thee the
keys of the kingdom of
heaven: and whatsoever
thou shalt bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven:
and whatsoever thou shalt
loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven' (Matt
17:19). This is the authority that
God recognizes, and those who
attempt to invalidate that author-
ity will one day explain their po-
sition to Him. In that day there
will be no excuses accepted.
The actions of uninvolved sis-

ter churches should be, first, to
stand with the church exercising
the authority that it has scrip-
turally received. Secondly, the
uninvolved churches should no-
tify any offending church that
they will break fellowship with
them if this stand continues.
And, thirdly, the one that has
been excluded needs to know that
they will receive no aid or com-
fort from their church. These
steps will force anyone that has
been excluded to think about a
solution with their church. It
will also give the church that has
excluded a member the opportu-
nity to carry out the Scriptural
obligation to regain their mem-
ber.
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There needs to be love, respect,
concern, co-operation, fellow-
ship, and unity among all the
churches of our Lord. The apos-

tle Paul said... "Beside those
things that are without,
that which cometh upon
me daily, the care of all
the churches." (II.Co.11:28)
In this verse he referred to the
persecution and suffering brought
upon him from those outside the
household of faith (Jews and
others in authority) and the
responsibility he felt for the
churches. He cared for the
churches. He was concerned
about their spiritual condition.
He cared for their pastors. He
cared for their membership. He
cared for their teaching. He cared
for their discipline. He prayed for
them and communicated with
them. I believe many of the
problems among the churches
today could be avoided, if there
was more communication and
consideration among the pastors.
I do not suggest a hierarchy, but I
believe pastors should feel free to
talk with one another informally,
and consider each others churches
before action is taken that might
cause strained or broken fellow-
ship. Much hurt comes from
lack of consideration. The pastor
is the overseer of the Lord's
church, and most of the problems
that arise between churches
originate with problems or dis-
agreements between pastors that
are communicated to the mem-
bers. If two or more pastors can
not come to an agreement on
certain issues then each pastor
should prove his position Scrip-
turally to his church (and to oth-
ers that may wish to know) and
the membership of the church has
the right to do what it sees fit
concerning a sister church;
whether or not to continue to
fellowship with, or co-operate in
mission work with that church.

I have very strong convictions
concerning the Word of God and
the independence and authority of
the local church, and what is
right and what is wrong. I will
not compromise for the sake of
fellowship. But I do feel we all
need to learn love and considera-
tion for one another, and treat one
another as brothers and sisters in
the Lord.

WIVES
(Continued from Page 4)

the duty of the wife to be in sub-
jection to her husband. Her de-
sire is to be to him. She is to
obey him and follow his leader-
ship. This is the way God wants
it, and if we love Him, who died
for our sins, we should want it
too.

ARMINIANISM
(Continued from Page 1)

6:5). The weakness of these
doctrines is they give men a weak
concept of almighty God. It does
not magnify the heavenly Father
but rather demeans Him. None
can really know God except He
reveals Himself. It is only when
we come to know the Lord Jesus
Christ that we know the Father.
This faith is the gift of God.
"For by grace are ye saved
through faith; and that not
of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: Not of works,
lest any man should
boast." (Eph. 2:8-9). The
believer should progress in the
knowledge of God: he should
labor to know His attributes and
decrees, to acquaint himself with
His perfections. It is only in this

way that the doctrines of grace
will have a practical effect in the
life. Today there are many of our
people who have a head knowl-
edge of these truths, yet they do
not have the fear of God in their
hearts. It is lamentable, indeed,
that our people can even debate
arminianism and yet be so weak
and cold, spiritually, in the vital
knowledge of Christ. If your
doctrine does not move your heart
to a deeper love for Christ, if it
does not inspire you to live
faithfully, then you never really
believed these things in your
soul. Now, it is in this condition
that many can depart from the
truth. It is for this reason that our
preachers can depart from the
doctrines of grace and flirt with
deceitful things. They never be-
lieved the truth to begin with! As
I view the logic and results of
arminianism I must conclude that
it is an utter failure. Now, I think
I hear someone say, "But we have
results!" We have won millions
of souls, "We have built our
great organizations!" Now, I ask
you just now, what do you really
have before God? Do you exalt
the Lord Jesus Christ alone, or do
you glory in the flesh? You
claim to win the masses but are
they really saved? How many of
these poor souls really know God
at all? I fear that it is not as
many as they would hope us to
think. Now, our earnest desire is
to see souls saved; this is the
dearest thing to my heart, but I
dare not pursue methods that
would bring glory to man.
God's attributes are the funda-

mental qualities or characteristics
of His divine nature. These at-
tributes are divided into two clas-
sifications: Incommunicable,
the perfection of God which be-
longs exclusively unto Himself
and communicable, those
perfections by which He may be
known of men. Consider first,
the eternity of God. Daniel saw
the "ancient of days." (Dan.7:13).
God has always existed; God is
self-existent. The name
JEHOVAH means, "The existing
one." "...before me there
was no God formed,
neither shall there be after
me." (Isa. 43:10b). Our small,
finite minds can hardly grasp this
great attribute because we are
prone to think only in terms of
cause and effect. We know that
God is the first cause of all
things; our God has no maker or
manager! His existence does not
depend upon the will of any be-
ing. Now, this attribute can in no
way agree with the logic of
arminianism. God has never re-
linquished His sovereign rights
unto the hand of the creature. Is
man's will stronger than God's?
We know it is not! "Moreover
the LORD answered Job,
and said, Shall he that
contendeth with the
Almighty instruct him? he
that reproveth God, let
him answer it. Then Job
answered the LORD and
said, Behold, I am vile;
what shall I answer thee? I
will lay mine hand upon
my mouth." (Job 40:1-4).
Regardless of modern philoso-
phy, man is not the controller of
his own destiny. He can only
move within the sphere of God's
directive and permissive will.
Paul preached the true God to the
Athenians: "God that made

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 3)
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Men judge us by our words, not by our words in church, but by our everyday words.

INTERCOMMUNION:

INCONSISTENT & UNSCRIPTURAL: ECCLESIA, WHAT IS IT?

Part II, Chapter I
J. R. Graves

A Church of Christ --What Is
It?

Definitions of a Scriptural ec-
clesia--by Catholics, Protestants,
and Baptists-Baptists divided
among themselves, etc.
Before entering upon the dis-

cussion of the Lord's Supper as a
church ordinance, it is necessary
for me to define what I understand
by the term "church" when used
in the New Testament as the En-
glish representative of the Greek
word "ecclesia"--assembly.

1. Because there is such a di-
versity of views held by different
denominations concerning it; and
2. baptist writers do not agree

among themselves as to its
Scriptural significance. This last
fact can not be too much regret-
ted.
The Catholics-Greek and Latin.
These hold that the term

"church" in the New Testament in
its general sense, means "all who
are or ever will be saved, includ-
ing the angels and the blessed
now in heaven; the faithful on
the earth; the souls of those suf-
fering in purgatory, together with
those yet unborn who are to be
saved."
The church is defined by Cni-

sius: "The congregation of all
people professing the faith and
doctrine of Christ, which is gov-
erned under one next to Christ,
the chief head and pastor upon
earth" [the Pope].--Dens. Theol.,
p.164.
Cardinal Bellermine (A.D.

1600) thus defines it: "Our
opinion is, that the church is one
whole, not two, and that the one
and true church is an assembly
joined together by profession of
the same Christian faith, and
participation of the same sacra-
ments, under the rule of lawful
pastors, and especially of Christ's
only vicar in the world, the Ro-
man Pontiff' (Hag. His. Docts.,
ii, 291).

Practically, there can be, ac-
cording to the Catholic theory,
but one church on earth. No one
of the various congregations
worshipping in the one place, nor
yet the aggregate of all these in
one country or nation, is a
church, but the infinitesimal
parts of the "One Church," the
seat of which is at Rome, and the
supreme earthly head, the Pope.
The Lord's Supper being a

church ordinance belongs, of
right, to every member of the
Roman Catholic hierarchy in any
country of earth where a priest
officiates.
The Protestant Theory.
This is well represented by the

Westminster Confession of 1646,
and adopted by Presbyterians
generally and the
Congregationalists of America.
They hold that the one term
'ecclesia' is used to designate two
bodies or, two conceptions--a
universal invisible, and a visible
universal church.
The Confession speaks thus:

"The Catholic or universal
church, which is invisible, con-
sists of the whole number of the
elect that have been, are, or shall
be gathered into one, under Christ
the head thereof, and is the
spouse, the body, the fullness of
Him that filleth all in all."
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The larger portion of this ideal
church is yet unborn! The
definition is borrowed from the
Roman Catholics, and placing
the General Assembly as head
instead of the Pontiff, is quite the
same.
"The visible church, which is

also Catholic or universal under
the gospel (not confined to one
nation as before under the law),
consists of all those throughout

the world who thus profess the
true religion; [i.e., the Presbyte-
rian faith] together with their
children, and is the kingdom of
the Lord Jesus Christ, the house
and family of God, out of which
there is no ordinary possibility of
salvation."

It will be seen that this
"visible church" is, from the def-
inition itself, as invisible as the
former "invisible church." It
never was assembled in one
place; it never can be; it never
was seen, is unseen and unsee-
able. It will also be noticed that
the definition excludes all reli-
gious denominations from being
churches in any sense that do not
indorse the Presbyterian Confes-
sion of Faith, and embrace the
children, young and old, of the
parents belonging to it; and that
the Church of Christ visible, is
none other than the Presbyterian
church, out of which there is no
ordinary possibility of salvation.

This theory, as practically ex-
emplified, is this: No one of the
thousands of worshipping con-
gregations in America, which the
people are taught to call and be-
lieve are churches, as the First,
Second, and Third Presbyterian
churches in Memphis is, in fact,
a church visible in any sense, but
only integral parts of the one
great Presbyterian church in
America, of which the General
Assembly is the visible head,
having the sole authority to
enact, repeal, and modify the
laws, and determine the doctrines
to be held by the membership.
There can be no Presbyterian
churches in America but only one
Presbyterian church, national or
provincial, of a specific sort, as
Old School. And the same of the
people called Cumberland
Presbyterians, because originated
(A.D. 1816) upon the Cumber-
land River. There is only one
Cumberland Presbyterian church
in America—the local societies are
not churches.
Two facts are evident from the

Presbyterian definition of church-
1. That the members of the
various local worshipping soci-
eties can commune wherever the
table is spread in the great
church, since it is one body; and,
therefore, intercommunion is a
constitutional right; and--
2. That Presbyterians cannot

constitutionally commune out-
side of the Presbyterian church,
since the Supper cannot be cele-
brated outside of the church, and
there is no true church save the

Presbyterian.
If Baptist churches were

constituted upon this theory, the
free intercommunion of the
members of the various churches
would be possible, since the
symbolism of church relationship
between the members partaking
would be preserved.
The Episcopal and Methodist

Episcopal definitions of church
are very similar. There is but
one Protestant Episcopal Church
in America; the several worship-
ping congregations are not
churches, but the parts which
compose the church, of which the
General Convention is the visible
head. So of the Methodist Epis-
copal. It was decided by the
Supreme Court of the United
States, that the local societies,
worshipping in any given place,
are not churches in any conceiv-
able sense, possessing none of
the rights and privileges of
churches, and having no voice
whatever in the management or
control of church affairs, but that
the General Conference alone is
the Methodist Church of Amer-
ica. Before the division it would
not have been proper to say the
Methodist Churches of America,
but the Methodist Church of
America. Now there are only
two Methodist Episcopal
churches in America. If the
Episcopal were the true theory of
church building there would be
no violation of the symbolism of
the Supper for the members of
the local societies to
intercommune, for those of each
are alike members of but one
body.
There is still another accepted

definition of Church of Christ
not found in any confession, but
is established in the Protestant

literature of this age,--namely,
that the Christian church is com-
posed of all existing denomina-
tions professing to be churches,
i.e., that no one is the church,

but only a church of "The
Church," a branch of the one
great universal one, though they
are unable to tell us where the
trunk or whole is. This is also
called the universal visible
church, though it is quite invisi-
ble, and never did or can assem-
ble.
The reader can see that

Catholics and Protestants, could
they agree as to the earthly head-
ship of "the church," are quite
agreed as to its definition, and
that both parties wholly ignore
the idea of a local congregation
being a church, or that the term
can be literally used in the plural,
although, as we shall see, it is so
used no less than thirty-six
times!

Baptist Theories: Among
Baptists of this age there is no
general accord as to the Scriptural
definition of the term Ecclesia-
Church, and among our
theological writers there is a di-
versity that amounts to a confu-
sion. Often the same writer will
hold to two definitions that are
evidently contradictious, i.e., that
it is used by the Holy Spirit to
designate two radically different
and opposite notions--as if it was
claimed that baptizo means to
sprinkle water upon a person or
to immerse a person into water-
opposite acts. The oldest
confession put forth by English
Baptists (A.D. 1643). thus de-
fines a New Testament church:
"Jesus Christ hath here on earth a

spiritual kingdom which is His
church [i.e., composed of His
churches], whom He hath pur-
chased and redeemed to Himself
as a peculiar inheritance; which
church is a company of visible
saints, called and separated from
the world by the Word and Spirit
of God, to the visible profession
of the faith of the gospel, being
baptized into that faith and joined

to the Lord and each other by
mutual agreement; in the practi-
cal enjoyment of the ordinances
commanded by Christ, their Head
and King" (Crosby).
This, with but slight verbal

alterations, purely explanatory, is
just as I would define it today.
They evidently use church in its
true collective sense, implying
all His churches compose His
kingdom, and that each one is a
company of visible saints, etc.
The Baptists of that day knew no
other church. Half a century later
"many congregations" adopted,
with but slight modification, the
Presbyterian definition, which
they in turn had modified from
the Catholic definition. It runs
thus: "The Catholic or universal
church, which (with respect to
the internal work of the Spirit
and the truth of grace) may be
called invisible, consists of the
whole number of the elect that
have been, are, or shall be
gathered into one under Christ,

the Head thereof, and may be
called the spouse--the body--the
fullness of Him that filleth all in
all."
This confession, with this

Romish definition of church, was
adopted by the Philadelphia As-
sociation when it was organized
in 1707 without alteration, and,
doubtless, without examination,
and very many of our earlier As-
sociations adopted it, and thus
this definition has been handed
down from "sire to son." This
will account for the tenacity with
which it is held and defended by
the fathers among us.
The New Hampshire Confes-

sion appeared fifty years ago, and
has been adopted by the larger
body of American Baptists,--
gives no other definition of a
New Testament church than a lo-
cal assembly, and it had been
well had no other idea ever been
instilled into the minds of Bap-
tists.
Baptist Authors: When we

consult the writings of our own
theologians, we will meet with

the most confused and contradic-
tory views. Dr. Dagg, in his

"Church Order," stoutly main-

tains that the term ecclesia--as-
sembly--is used by the inditing
Spirit to denote two opposite
notions--an assembly local and
visible, and an assembly univer-
sal and invisible!
He defines the first--"A Chris-

tian church is an assembly of be-
lievers in Christ, organized into
one body according to the Holy
Scriptures for the worship of
God."
This is an organized visible

body that can and must assemble
in one place, and has officers, or-
dinances, and laws, etc. The lat-
ter thus--"Church universal is the
whole company of those who are
saved by Christ."
This is an unorganized, invisi-

ble body that never did assemble,
having no laws, officers or ordi-
nances. Dr. F. Wayland gives
this limitless definition: "A
church is the body of sincere dis-

ciples; the form of government is
the manner in which they have
chosen to administer the laws of
Christ in their intercourse with
each other" (Wayland, Sermons,
p.229).
Professor Curtis follows him

in this--"So any organized body
of professing Christians, assem-
bling from time to time for wor-
ship, may be justly considered a
Christian church, though if it be
without valid baptism, an irregu-
lar church" (P. and Progress,
p.144).
And yet this author elsewhere

insists that without Scriptural
baptism there can be no church,,
and all Pedobaptist authors admit
this.
Dr. J. M. Pendleton, a clear

and venerable name, says: "In its
applications to the followers of
Christ, it is usually, if not al-
ways, employed to designate a
particular congregation of saints,
or the redeemed in the aggregate"
(Christian Doctrines, p.329).

"It refers, either to a particular
congregation of saints, or to the

redeemed in the aggregate"
(Chris. Man., p.5).

Here are two radically different
notions given as the definition of
one and the same term.
Dr. William Everts agrees with

Dr. Dagg that--"In its most com-
prehensive and important (?)
sense, the whole number of the
redeemed called out from the
world, and separated to Christ,
compose the calling or church of
Christ--the church for which He
died, for which He intercedes,"
etc.

It is evident that all the mem-
bers of this church could inter-
commune, if the Supper is a
church ordinance in his accepta-
tion of its meaning.
Dr. J.M.C. Breaker, another of

our ablest denominational writ-
ers, thus defines ecclesia: "In
every place where the word oc-
curs, it means either (1) a
particular local congregation of
professed Christians, or (2) the
whole body of the professed dis-
ciples of Christ-that is, the ag-
gregate, not of churches, but of
the membership of all the local
churches. Men are added to "the
Church Universal" by becoming
members of the local churches.
No man can be a member of the
Church Universal, who is not a
member of a regular local gospel
church" (Chr. Rev. Vol. 21,
p.607).

It strikes me, if Dr. Breaker
should affirm that the Lord's
Supper is a church ordinance, the
members of any local church
could claim a right to it wherever
it may be spread, on the ground
that he is a member of both
churches--the local and the uni-
versal.
We have, very recently, for the

first time, heard brethren claim
that members of one church had
equal rights in all Baptist
churches as in his own, which is
utterly subversive of the
fundamental principles of Baptist
church independency, since it
could neither administer its own
government, or control its own
ordinances. This position is the
natural outgrowth of Dr.
Breaker's theory, which shows
how important a correct theory
is.
If Dr. Breaker will substitute

"kingdom of Christ" for his
"church universal," and hold that
(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1)



A man is controlled or not controlled as his tongue is controlled or not controlled.

STUDIES ABOUT ELIJAH - II
"ELIJAH BEFORE AHAB"

by Joseph Wilson
I Kings 17:1, "AND Elijah

the Tishbite, who was of
the inhabitants of Gilead,
said unto Ahab, As the
LORD God of Israel
liveth, before whom I
stand, there shall not be
dew nor rain these years,
but according to my word."
We are in a series of studies on

the life of Elijah. In our last
study, which was the first, we
studied the scene of the situation
into which Elijah came. And I
remind you again that one of the
blessed ways of studying the
Word of God is to study the lives
of the characters of the Bible, and
see God working in and through
those Bible characters. It has been
a tremendous blessing to me and
an encouragement in my life, to
get acquainted with the men and
women of the Word of God. And
in getting acquainted with them,
of course, we must get acquainted
with the situation as it existed in
the days of their lives.
As we studied last week, we

learned that the times of Elijah
were times of great sin in Israel.
We find that they were the days
of Ahab and Jezebel, and that
Jezebel may well be the worst
woman in the history of the
world. And what a dishonour and
disgrace of all the wicked women
of all time, to be, maybe, the
number one as a public enemy
and as an enemy unto God.
And Ahab, the Bible tells us

that he did wickedly above all
that were kings before him. None
of them did as he did, who sold
himself to wickedness. Here was
a king who gave himself over to
be as wicked as God would allow
him to be. And of course, like
leader, like people; and so there
was great and terrible sin in Israel
in the days of Elijah the prophet.
It was also a time of idolatry. A
time when Israel, who had been
delivered from Egypt by the

mighty power of God, had been
led through the wilderness and
Provided for by God, had been
given victory over the Canaanites
by God, and had seen the days of
king David, and now these people
had turned from the worship of
God to the worship of Baal and
Ashteroth. Then, it was times of
great persecution as Jezebel, who
seemed determined to establish
idolatry and destroy the worship
of the Lord out of Israel. So she
Put to death a multitude of the
Prophets of God and would have
killed Elijah had not God's pro-
tective hand been upon him.
But the Bible says in Isaiah

59:19, "...when the enemy
shall come in like a flood,
the spirit of the LORD
shall lift up a standard
against him." - So, as things
went from bad to worse in the
land of Israel, across the Jordan
river in the mountains of Gilead
God was raising up a standard in
the person of Elijah.
Well, let us think of Elijah

himself. He was a prophet of God
and if you will study the Bible
carefully you will find that the
raising up of a prophet testified
to the failure and sin of the
People. In the days when they
walked humbly with their God
there was no need for the prophet.
But the prophet being raised up
was a testimony that we are now
In dark and terrible times where
there is a need for the crying out
of a man of God. So, the Lord
raises up a prophet specially

called of the Lord.
Now let me say this, prophets

were spokesmen for God, some
of their ministry was a foretelling
of future events but the major
part of the ministry of the
prophets was to give a testimony
for God in the situation in which
he lived and to the people of his
own generation. Their being a
prophet simply means that they
were inspired of God to speak
forth the Word of God; whether
that word reminded people of the
past blessings of God, preached
to the people the law of God,
denounced the sins of the people,
or pointed forward to future
events. It was a speaking forth
for God under the inspiration of
God. I do not know if you could
have a better definition of a Bible
prophet than one who spoke forth
for God under the inspiration of
God. I pause to remind you that
there are no prophets today. Since
the writing of the book of
Revelation, there has been no
God inspired prophet in the world
because the Bible is inspired of
God. And God's preachers now,
do not need to be inspired to
preach a new message, but
empowered to proclaim the
message that is already revealed
in the inspired Word of God. So,
if anyone tells you of a certain
person that he is a prophet, I'll
say this, the only prophets that
are in the world today are false
prophets inspired of Satan to tell
forth a lie. There are no true
prophets of God in the world
today.

Elijah was raised up over in the
town of Tisbeh, in the
mountainous section of Gilead on
the east side of Jordan. And it
seemed that God had given him
the rugged strength of the
mountains, that this lad, this
man from the mountains could be
a mountain of a man in the
service of God. He was a plain
talking man. He was not an elo-
quent man, he did not learn his
manner of speech in the school of
human oratory; he spoke plain,
simple, language, easy to under-
stand. And he was not a wealthy
man. He was not a sissy dressed
in the luxurious garments that
kings wear, but he was a plain-
dressed man, eating the plain food
of the hill country.
This man Elijah was one of the

greatest men in the Bible. And I
want to call your attention to
James 5:17, which says, "Elias
was a man subject to like
passions as we are, and he
prayed earnestly that it
might not rain: and it

rained not on the earth by
the space of three years
and six months." It says that
he was a man of like passions as
we are.
This is very important as we

study the life of Elijah that you
realize that he was not a
superman, he was not a being
from another planet, even from
heaven; but he was a man with
the same sinful nature and the
same passions that you and I
have. Brethren, it is very impor-
tant that we realize this as we
study the mighty things that Eli-
jah did fop God. Listen, they are
mighty things that a man of like
passions as we are did for God.
Cannot we also do mighty things
for God if it please the Lord to
empower us to do so? If Elijah
was a man of like passions as we
are then the difference in what he
did and what we do is the power

of God. Oh, let us ask God for
more power upon our lives.
There are many illustrations to

this truth in the life of Elijah.
You'll find that in I Kings 19:2,
after he had stood on Mount
Carmel before 450 prophets of
Baal, and stood like a giant for
God, in Chapter 19:3, when
Jezebel threatened his life, Elijah
ran like a scared coward to get
away from her. You see, he was a
man of like passions as we are
and in I Kings 19:4 he sat down
under a juniper tree and said, "it
is enough I'd just as soon die I
can't go on like this". And in I
Kings 19:14 he said, "I'm the
only one that's left". So, you see
beloved friends, Elijah was a man
of like passions as we are. Now,
I'd like to just lay that on your
soul as an encouragement.
Surely, if we are saved we desire
to see great things for God.
Surely we desire to see great
things in our church by the
power of God in our lives and in
our service for the Lord. Surely,
if God could send His blessings
upon and through a man like
this, of like passions as we are, if
it pleases Him He can do the
same thing with and in, and for,
and through us. So beloved
friends, I plead with you, let us
lay these words upon our soul as
we study the life of Elijah.
Then I want you to notice Eli-

jah's prayer before his work. Be-
fore he stood in God-given power
before Ahab to preach the Word
of God he had spent some time in
prayer with God. James 5:17,
tells us that he was a man of like
passions as we are and he prayed.
Well, let's think a little while
about this praying. Let us just
notice here that Elijah's prayer
was based upon the Word of God.
What did he pray for? Well, I'm
sure that he prayed for many
things. He prayed for understand-
ing of the Word of God, he
prayed for power in his own life
to live to the glory of God. I'm
sure that Elijah prayed for many
things, but one thing James tells
us Elijah prayed for was that it
might not rain. Oh, what a terri-
ble prayer. He prayed a judgment
from God upon his beloved land
of Israel but this prayer proceeded
from a study of the Word of God.
Read Deuteronomy 11:16, 17,
and I believe Elijah was
acquainted with this and based his
prayer upon this. God had warned
Israel that when they went into
the land God gave them, the land
of Palestine, the land of Canaan,
that if they persisted in sin He
would punish them. And if they
kept on He would punish them
some more, and finally His
punishment would take the form
of withholding the rain from the
land. So, Elijah bases his prayer
upon the Word of God. How can
I pray that it won't rain? God said
that it won't rain and so I can
base that kind of prayer upon the
Word of God. And beloved
friends, it is never wrong to pray
for the judgment of God upon
sin, because God has announced
in His Word that He would judge
sin, and as long as we have an
attitude of love, we have an
attitude to see God glorified and it
is not wrong to pray that God
will bring judgment upon sin.
Elijah's prayer proceeded from and
was accompanied by his jealousy
for the Lord. In I Kings 19:14,
Elijah said, "...I have been
very jealous for the LORD
God of hosts:..." It seemed
that everybody had forgotten God.
It seemed that all of Israel was
worshipping idol gods. And
here's one man across the river in
the land of Gilead that loved God,

and he's hurt and he grieves in
that God is not being glorified
and magnified as He ought to be
and there comes into his heart
through communion with God,
an intense desire that God would
get glory. I believe dear friends,
that if you will follow through
this study of Elijah, you will
learn that one of the major moti-
vating factors in the life of Elijah
was his desire to glorify the Lord.
And we see, then, his praying,
and we see his faith that God
would hear and answer his prayer.
So, here's Elijah praying that it
might not rain, praying for the
glory of God, spending time in
the Word of God.
Let us think a little while of

some of the secrets of the power
of this man of like passions as
we are. I think one thing we
might notice is his name. His
name is a joining of two Old
Testament words for God, the
word "El" which is translated
"God", and the word "Jah" which
refers to "Jehovah." And the word
"El" refers to God as One of great
power. So this name means, "the
Lord is my strength". We can see
that the power of Elijah consisted
in the fact that he was a man of
like passions as we are, not in
his own strength, but that the
Lord was the source of power in
his life.
Then I want you to notice that

he says, "the Lord liveth". He
said in I Kings 17:1, "...As the
LORD God of Israel
liveth..." Baal is a dead god,
Ashteroth is a dead god, but the
Lord the God of Israel is a living
God. Elijah believed this. Oh,

that's how he could march against
Baal and Ashteroth and defy them
to their faces and call upon their
priests to show the power of their
god if they had any, because he
knew that they were dead gods.
When he said, "...the LORD
God of Israel liveth,..." he
is saying that every other thing
on the face of this earth that calls
itself a god, is a dead being, and
that the only living God is the
Lord God of Israel. So, Elijah
believed that God was alive, in
fact he knew it. He knew it,
how? From the power of God in
his own life, he knew it from the
fellowship that he had with God,
and you cannot fellowship with a
dead god, you can't pray and
commune with and receive
strength from a dead god. So he
said, the living God. And then we
see a third secret of his strength
in his words as he stood before
this Lord. I Kings 17:1, "...As
the LORD God of Israel
liveth, before whom I
stand..." What is involved in
that phrase, "...before whom
I ' stand..." What is involved
therein? Well, reconciliation is
involved. We can not stand before
the living God in the filthy rags
of our own self-righteousness,
nor in our own sin and iniquity.
There must be a reconciliation.
We must come through the pre-
cious blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ and have our sins washed
away in the blood before we can
stand in the presence of the living
God. So, Elijah had had that glo-
rious experience of the saving
grace of God whereby he had been
enabled to trust in the Lord Jesus
Christ who would one day come
into this world and shed His
blood for the sins of the elect
people of God. So, to stand be-
fore the Lord means reconcilia-
tion.
Then, to stand before the Lord

means fellowship. If I stand in
the presence of the Lord, that
implies that I am having sweet,
blessed, wonderful, encouraging,

and strengthening fellowship
with the living God. So, beloved
friends, here is a secret of the
strength of Elijah. He was recon-
ciled to the living God of Israel,
and he had constant fellowship
with God. And then, to stand be-
fore the Lord carries with it, and
involves within it the idea of
obedience. As the servant stands
before his master to learn what
his master would have him do; so
Elijah stood before the Lord that
he might learn what his Lord
would have him do, and then
went forth and did that very
thing. And the life of Elijah il-
lustrated this principal as few
lives in the Bible do; for repeat-
edly God said, do something, and
Elijah went and did that which
God told him to do. So, we see
here then, that the secret of his
power was that he said, "the Lord
is my strength." He knew that
God was alive, and he stood in
reconciliation, in fellowship, and
as a servant being obedient, be-
fore his living God.
Now, it is a small thing for

one who stands in the presence of
the King of kings, to stand before
an earthly king. We might think
that when Elijah stood before
Ahab, Frty what bravery, what
courage; but remember, Elijah
had come from the presence of
the King of kings, and he had
seen and felt the power of the
King of kings; and so he stands
without fear, without quaking and
trembling, in the presence of an
earthly king, because he was
upheld by the power and might of
the heavenly King. In I Kings
17:1, we have the first public
appearance of Elijah. Imagine the
situation if you will. Gathered in
the courtroom of the palace of
Ahab, there's Ahab, seated upon
his throne, arrayed with the in-
signia of his royal dignity, and it
may be that beside of him on an-
other throne was wicked Jezebel
with her royal robes upon her.
And gathered around are the
phony little people, that live at
the expense of the king and
queen, and bow before them, and
do their bidding. All of a sudden,
there is a sound yonder; into the
palace, into the courtroom, into
the throne room, there comes a
roughhewn type fellow with a
hairy garment, with skin that is
tanned by the sun of the moun-
tains of Gilead, suddenly he
comes in and walks up into the
very presence of Ahab, and stands
there, not cringing, not falling
upon his face before that wicked
king, but standing before Ahab.
And he delivers a very unwel-
come message.
You see dear friends, there had

already been six months of
drought in the land of Israel. If
You will compare James 5:17,
which tells us that the drought
continued for three years and six
months,with I Kings 18:1 that
tells us that from the time that
Elijah announced this to Ahab to
that time was three years; you'll
find that before Elijah makes this
appearance to Ahab, in answer to
the prayers of Elijah, there had
already been a six month drought
in Israel. And it may be that
Ahab and his men were
counseling; together, "what shall
we do about the drought"?
"Wonder why it hasn't been rain-
ing? what has happened?" Maybe
he called in the weather experts to
tell him what's going on - "when
can we look for some rain"?
Well, the man that had the key to

kContinued on Page 8, Col. 1)
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heaven came striding in and stood
before him and said, "it ain't
gonna rain no more till I say so,
you don't need to listen to the
weather report, you don't need to
call in all the weather experts.
You don't need to call the priests
of Baal and Ashteroth to ask
them what the trouble is, I'm
going to tell you that the trouble
is the sin of Israel, and that this
drought is a judgment of God
upon Israel, upon you, because of
your terrible sin and that it is
going to continue until I say so."
Oh, beloved friends the man of
God had the key to the situation.

Isn't it always so with the men
of God? We've got the key but
the world won't listen to us.
Beloved friends, if they'd put me
in the White House, and give me
the authority, and people would
do what I told them to do, I could
draw from the Word of God, a
program that would settle a lot of
the problems in America today.
The man of God, because he is in
contact with the Word of God,
has the key to the situation; but
the world will not listen to the
man of God, nor the Word of
God, and therefore they must feel
the judgment of God. What a
terrible message. For six months
there's been no rain, and there's
not going to be any rain, Elijah
said, until I say so. This
judgment is going to continue
until I bring about an end to it.
And I do not believe at this time
Elijah knew when it would end or
when God would tell him that it
would end. And, of course, Elijah
is not claiming any power; but
he knows that he is under God's
leadership, and that God is using
him in this event. You say, oh,
what a terrible judgment, three
years and a half and no rain,
people will die, the animals will
die, the farm land will become
void and waste and desert-like,
what a terrible judgment. But,
not as terrible as the sins of
Israel, that had brought on this
judgment from the Lord. Those
who withhold from God the glory
that is due His name, are properly
punished when God withholds
His blessings from them.
Let the world learn its de-

pendence upon the God of
Heaven, or let God, as it pleases
Him, withhold those blessings
upon which men do depend, until
they shall learn this fact. Well,
following this message, (can you
imagine like a thunderbolt came
the message from the man of
God, Elijah, in the palace of
Ahab), and there he goes out the
door. You better grab him! But in
startled silence they sit there and
wonder what in the world is
wrong with that crazy man --
who is that crazy fellow who
came in here talking like that?
There he goes, run, catch him,
bring him back, the hope of Is-
rael depends on that man, but --
he's gone, he has gone into hid-
ing, and he will be back when it
pleases the Lord to send him
back. Oh, this judgment from
God. Well, may the Lord Bless
you, as we study together the life
of Elijah.

INTERCOMMUNION
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it is composed of all the local
churches, I think it will mate-
rially relieve his definition from
serious objections, and conform
it to the teachings of the New
Testament.
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Rev. Mr. Adkins, in his
"Polity and Fellowship of the
Church," says: "The word eccle-
sia as applied to the disciples of
Christ, is used in the New Tes-
tament in two distinct senses--1.
In its broadest sense, it compre-
hends the whole collective body
of true believers on earth and in
heaven, all God's elect of every
nation and every age, from the
beginning to the end of time, as
they will be finally gathered in
heaven," etc.
This is purely the Romish

idea. Then Christ has always had
a church, or He has none now,
and never will have, until the end
of time, when the last soul is
saved!

In its restricted sense, the word
ecclesia--church--is applied to the
disciples of Christ as perma-
nently associated and organized,
in order of the gospel, for His
worship and service, and to exe-
cute His commission, and fulfill
His will on earth. This has been
called the 'visible church,' with
the same propriety that the other
is called the "invisible."
He further says: "The Lord's

table, on the other hand, is set
within the pale of church rela-
tions...it is the sacred banquet of
the church, to be served only
within the assembly of the
church" (The Church, its Polity
and Fellowship, p.83).
Within the assembly of the

church! Assembly is the mean-
ing of the term 'church.' Would
he say within the church of the
church, understanding the local to

be a churchlet, and the universal
the large one? Is not this
confusing enough? This is Wes-
ley's idea of ecclesiola in ecclesia-
-little churches in large ones.
The author of "The Great Iron

Wheel," in 1855, defined ecclesia-
-church--in its New Testament
signification as a local assembly,
and that its figurative use is
grounded upon this idea, and that
a universal invisible church is a
mere concept--not existing in
fact, but in the conception of the
writer.
Dr. A. C. Dayton, in his

"Theodosia Earnest," wholly dis-
cards the invisible church idea,
and teaches that "particular
churches are in the kingdom of
Christ, as courts and juries are
within the state."
Had he said as the states of this

republic are in it, and constitute
it, his illustration could not have
been improved upon.
Dr. E. J. Fish, in his work,

"Ecclesiology," issued in 1875,
has borne a manful part in aiding
to put the much-abused term
"church" in its true light before
the public. He denies the cor-
rectness of such a classification
as local and universal, or invisi-
ble, unless it can be distinctly
shown that the New Testament
uses terms thus illogically. He
says: "The one is no proper col-
lective of the other, since it col-
lects materials wholly and exten-
sively foreign to it...Our
proposition, then, is, that the lo-
cal, generic and collective uses of
the term 'church' are its only uses
in the New Testament where it
means the Lord's ecclesia" (Pp.
77 and 78).
We see among Baptists the

definitions vibrate from the Pres-
byterian definition, borrowed, and
modified from the Catholics, as
one extreme, to the unbaptized
bodies of professed Christians, of
Wayland and Curtis, as the other.
It is the true meaning between
these that I shall attempt to find.
It will be observed that the trend
of Baptist opinion is strongly
setting toward the local idea, the

definition first put forth by Bap-
tists, before they had been led
captives by the Westminster
Confession of Faith, through
which the church universal idea
has been engrafted upon, and in-
grained into, the faith of our
people.
The thoughtful reader can see,

that so long as Baptists are con-
fused and divided between these
contradictious theories of a New
Testament church, there can be
no general agreement touching all
those questions of polity and
practice that grow directly out of
them--as church independency,
the relations of baptism and the
Supper to the churches, and of
the churches to the kingdom of
Christ; and especially the ques-
tion discussed in this work: The
Intercommunion of the Members
of Different Local Churches.
To this subject, then, I address

myself.

ARMINIANISM
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the world and all things
therein, seeing that he is
Lord of heaven and earth,
dwelleth not in temples
made with hands; Neither
is worshipped with men's
hands, as though he
needeth any thing, seeing
he giveth to all life, and
breath, and all things; And
hath made of one blood all
nations of men for to
dwell on all the face of the
earth, and hath determined
the times before appointed,
and the bounds of their
habitation;" (Acts 17:24-26).
Another fact about our God is

that He is not subject to any
changes and therefore He is im-
mutable. Since He is perfect, He
cannot become better; He is the
very sum of perfection. "Every
good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, and
cometh down from the Fa-
ther of Lights, with whom
is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning." (James
1:17). The popular notion of the
free will of man is utterly incon-
sistent with God's immutability.
Now, man can make decisions as
a responsible moral agent, yet
these decisions can only be made
according to his nature. Because
man has a sinful nature, his will
is in spiritual bondage. Only the
Lord can loose these unbreakable
chains that bind men in sin and
unbelief. "God is not a man,
that he should lie; neither
the son of man, that he
should repent; hath he
said, and shall he not do
it? or hath he spoken, and
shall he not make it
good?" (Num. 23:19). Man
cannot change God's mind; the
phrase -"that he should re-
pent," should be understood as
the language of appearance;
obviously God will not change
His eternal council.
This brings us to the attribute

known as the OMNISCIENCE
OF GOD. "Neither is there
any creature that is not
manifest in his sight: but
all things are naked and
opened unto the eyes of
him with whom we have to
do." (Heb. 4:13). God is all
knowing; nothing escapes His all
searching eye. He sees not only
the outward actions, but inward
motives of man. David, himself,
acknowledges this truth.
"Whither shall I go from
thy Spirit? or wither shall
I flee from thy presence? If

I ascend up into heaven,
thou art there: if I make
my bed in hell, behold,
thou art there." (Psa. 139:7-
8). Sinners may flee from the
Almighty; they may seek to hide
their evil deeds, yet they will
never prosper. To the Christian
this attribute is a great comfort.
God knows us better than we
know ourselves. He sees our
weaknesses - He knows how to
strengthen us in our burdens. He
deals with us according to His
grace! I like to hear the song, "He
looked beyond my fault and saw
my need." Now, He knows our
faults, yet He has forgiven us our
sins for Christ's sake. How won-
derful our God is! One aspect of
omniscience is God's foreknowl-
edge. This term indicates much
more than just foresight; God
knew His people before the world
began - He knew them in a pur-
pose of love and with a determi-
nation to bless them. We are
"elect according to the
foreknowledge of God the
Father through sanctifica-
tion of the Spirit, unto
obedience and sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus
Christ; Grace unto you,
and peace, be multiplied."
(I Peter 1:2). The Arm inians pre-
sume that God elected because He
foreknew that sinners would have
faith to believe. If this be true,
then God's foreknowledge is
based upon the will of man. We
know this could never be true.
The decree does not depend upon
what man does, but it depends
upon the good pleasure of God's
own will. Now, I know that
some will say, "This leaves men
without a chance to be saved!"
God does not give out chances to
be saved; He does not leave any-
thing up to chance. In fact, God
is not obligated to man at all! It
is by His amazing love that He
has saved poor, undeserving sin-
ners. Surely we have much to be
thankful for!
The attribute that expresses

God's power is his
OMNIPOTENCE. Power
belongs inherently to God; He
needs no outside source to
perform His council. God has
power to save the lost - His
power is effectual to complete
His saving work. "Wherefore
he is able also to save
them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him,
seeing he ever liveth to
make intercession for
them." (Heb. 7:25). Those who
reject the doctrine of effectual
grace face a great dilemma - they
must either believe that God tries
to save the sinner or that the sin-
ner can save himself. If they were
really logical, they could pray,
not just to God, but to the sinner
as well; they could pray that He
would "convert himself!" Al-
though this sounds quite ridicu-
lous, is it any more absurd than
the doctrine of free willism? We
do not believe that man is a
robot; neither do we assert that
God must force a man to be
saved. John Flavel commented
well on this: "Let the soul whom
the Father draws, struggle and re-
luctante as much as it can, it
shall come, yea, and come will-
ingly too, when the drawing
power of God is upon it. The
hopes and fears; the encourage-
ments and discouragements; they
may and they will not prevent;
but victorious grace conquers all
opposition at last." Our God has
a certain means to manifest His
saving power. "So, as much
as in me is, I am ready to
preach the gospel to you
that are at Rome also. For

I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ: for it is
the power of God unto
salvation to everyone that
believeth; to the Jew first,
and also the Greek." (Rom.
1:15-16). Some very misguided
souls believe the preaching of the
gospel is unnecessary; they be-
lieve that we do not need mis-
sionaries. Now, I tell you that
this is just as heretical as the
Arminian system. We know that
salvation is not obtained by the
self efforts of the sinner but nei-
ther is it obtained by some
"mystical process" such as
"regeneration without the
gospel." This kind of false doc-
trine leads to utter confusion!
This kind of teaching does not
bear up to the clear teaching of
Scripture. I fear that some
brethren have given themselves
over to novelties, anything that
will attract attention to them-
selves. The Holy Spirit has al-
ways used the Word of God to
reveal the gospel truth unto the
souls of men "So then faith
cometh by hearing, and
hearing by the word of
God." (Rom. 10:17). We can
see now how God blessed His
word as Peter preached to the
gentiles. "While Peter yet
spake these words, the
Holy Ghost fell on all
them which heard the
word." (Acts 10:44). Verse 48
indicates that these Gentiles were
Scripturally baptized in "the
name of the Lord." Note also
Acts 11:1, "And the apostles
and brethren that were in
Judea heard that the Gen-
tiles had also received the
Word of God." They heard the
Word; they received the Word of
God. What could be plainer than
this?
The moving cause of all God's

attributes is His holiness. "Who
is like unto thee, 0
LORD, among the gods?
Who is like thee, glorious
in holiness, fearful in
praises, doing wonders?"
(Exodus 15:11). God needs no
laws or standards to govern Him-
self by; He is the very sum of
perfection! God swears by His
holiness, "Once have I sworn
by my holiness that I will
not lie unto David." (Psa.
89:25). God's holiness is the
crown of His attributes: His
knowledge is holy; His power is
holy; His justice is holy; His
wisdom is holy. God called to
Moses out of the burning bush,
"...Draw not nigh hither:
put off thy shoes from off
thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standest is
holy ground." (Ex. 3:5).
Moses humbled himself there
before the Lord; He realized his
utter nothingness in God's pres-
ence. The attribute of holiness
leads us to accept the truth of the
total depravity of man. The bril-
liant light of His holiness reveals
our sin. The Scripture describes
man in his natural state: "Why
should ye be stricken any-
more? ye will revolt more
and more: the whole head
is sick, and the whole
heart faint. From the sole
of the foot even unto the
bead there is no soundness
in it; but wounds and
bruises, and putrefying
sores: they have not been
closed, neither bound up,
neither mollified with
ointment." (Isa. 1:5-6). Man,
by nature is wholly polluted; this
includes all the essential elements
of his nature: his will, affections,
and senses. There is no positive
(Continued on Page 9, Col. 1)
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righteousness in man; he cannot
perform any work pleasing to
God in his natural state. Now,
the world does not want a Holy
God. The world wants a form of
deity that will be benevolent and
lenient toward them in their sin;
they will choose a god that will
tolerate their lusts. "The god
which the vast majority of
professed Christians love is
looked upon very much like an
indulgent old man, who himself
has no relish for folly, but
leniently winks at the
indiscretions of youth." (Pink). I
suppose the reason so many war
against the doctrines of grace is
because they refuse to acknowl-
edge their own depravity. Man
would like to believe that he has
"a spark of faith," or "a seed of
goodness" in himself. These ideas
are the vain delusions of the
"blind leaders of the blind." This
kind of theology will not stand
the test of time and eternity, but
God's holiness will stand. He
will be exalted! "But our God
is in the heavens: he hath
done whatsoever he hath
pleased." (Psa. 115:3).
The communicable attributes

of God are those perfections by
which God chooses to reveal
Himself to His people. Perhaps
the most sublime of these at-
tributes is the LOVE OF GOD.
"He that loveth not
knoweth not God; for God
is love. In this was mani-
fested the love of God to-
ward us, because that God
sent his only begotten Son
into the world, that we
might live through Him.
Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that He
loved us, and sent His Son
to be the propitiation for
our sins." (I John 4:8-10).
God's love proceeds from His
holy nature; His love is a holy
love! "Love is the eternal princi-
ple of His nature by which He is
moved to bestow eternal and
Spiritual blessings. Love is the
moving cause of all His acts of
mercy and grace." (C.D. Cole).
There are certain facts that we
ought to know in relation to the
love of God: First, God's love is
unmerited and undeserved by the
creature. Even the unregenerate
have some blessings due to God's
good benevolence "...for he
Maketh his sun to rise on
the evil and on the good,
and sendeth rain on the
Just and on the unjust."
(Matt. 5:45). The unsaved receive
many benefits such as food, wa-
ter, even restraints upon their
Own actions which would cer-
tainly harm them. The goodness
of God surely ought to lead such
to repentance, yet they win not
repent. The greatest joy and
Privilege in life is to know God's
love in the soul. This knowledge
is unspeakably precious to them
who know the Lord Jesus Christ.
"Behold, what manner of
love the Father hath be-
stowed upon us, that we
Should be called the sons
of God: therefore the world
knoweth us not, because it
knew him not." (I John 3:1).
It is amazing that God should so
love miserable, unworthy crea-
tures as men. The saved are
monuments to the unchanging
grace of God. God set His affec-
tion upon many to save them
from sin and it's awful penalty.
"But God, who is rich in
Mercy, for his great love
Wherewith he loved us,
Even when we were dead in

sins, hath quickened us
together with Christ, (by
grace ye are saved); (Eph.
2:4-5). There is nothing in man
that would cause God to love and
choose him. God loved us in
spite of ourselves. God's love is
founded solely upon His own
good pleasure. God loved Israel
because He chose to do so. "The
LORD did not set his love
upon you, nor choose you,
because ye were more in
number than any people;
for ye were the fewest of
all people:" (Deut. 7:8). Be-
cause God loved them He sought
and found them, and this is true
of all who are His people. Sec-
ondly, God's love is eternal.
"The LORD hath appeared
of old unto me, saying,
Yea, I have loved thee
with an everlasting love:
therefore with loving
kindness have I drawn
thee." (Jer. 31:3). Since God
has loved His people from all
eternity He will no doubt con-
tinue to love them forever; not
one of His dear saints will be cast
off. Thirdly, God's love is effec-
tual. Those whom He loves He
secures and makes eternally safe.
He will never cease to love His
own! Even when they go astray,
He lovingly corrects them and
brings them back as the shepherd
does his sheep. The Arminian
view falls far short of the Scrip-
tural teaching of God's love.
They believe that God loves ev-
eryone alike without exception. If
this is the case, then certainly
God's love would not be effectual
since the majority of men perish.
Could it be that God's love is a
failure. No, His love is victori-
ous! You must not divorce God's
love from His sovereign will. I
know that many will quote John
3:16 to prove that God loved all
men and therefore died for all
men, but this verse does not
teach that He made an atonement
for all men without exception.
This verse, as all verses, must be
taken in its context. Jesus spoke
to Nicodemus, "a ruler of the
Jews." Jesus instructed him in
the doctrine of the new birth; He
taught that salvation was not to
be limited to just the Jews, but
was also for the Gentiles who
would believe on Christ. "That
whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but
have eternal life." (Vs. 15).
God loves all His people both
Jew and Gentile. I believe this is
the meaning of the term "world."
The invitation to receive Christ
is given to "whosoever be-
lieveth!" We do not limit the di-
vine promise of God. Those who
receive Christ as personal
Saviour do so because the
"...love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the
Holy Ghost which is given
unto us." (Rom. 5:5). "We
love him, because he first
loved us." (I John 4:19).
The final attribute that we will

give our attention to is- the VE-
RACITY OF GOD. By this we
mean the faithfulness of God.
"For all the promises of
God in him are yea, and in
him Amen, unto the glory
of God by us." (2 Cor.
1:20). God has sworn to perform
His council; He will never fail to
honor His promises made to His
Son Jesus Christ or to His re-
deemed children. His veracity is
seen in salvation. "All that
the Father giveth me shall
come, to me; and him that
cometh to me I will in n o
wise cast out." (John 6:37).
Many will invariably leave off

the first portion of' this verse,
"All that the Father giveth
me shall come to me." The
verse speaks of the Father, Who
has prepared a people for Christ.
He has promised that He will
draw them to His Son. "N o
man can come to me, ex-
cept the Father which hath
sent me draw him: and I
will raise him up at the
last day." (Vs. 44). Every per-
son He draws to Christ will,
without fail, come to Christ!
"Everyone predestinated is called
by the Spirit in time, justified in
time, and will be glorified when
the Lord comes." (B.H. Carroll).
The assurance of our salvation is
based upon what God hath said. I
am glad I do not have to rely
upon my own merits. I have been
given a precious faith; yea, the
faith of Jesus Christ. Jesus
Christ alone is the object of my
faith, His Word is the ground of
my faith. General Robert E. Lee
requested this song to be sung at
his funeral as an expression of
his trust in the ways of the heav-
enly Father. "How firm a
foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
is laid for your faith in his excel-
lent word! What more can he say
than to you he hath said, to you
who for refuge to Jesus have fled?
The soul that on Jesus hath
leaned for repose I will not, I will
not, desert to his foes; that soul,
tho' all hell should endeavor to
shake, I'll never, no never, no
never forsake."

METONYMY
(Continued from Page 1)

and unlimited" in its value and
merit, and this smacks of Exis-
tentalism. You must be careful
when dealing with essences and
natures or your doctrine shall take
on elliptical shadings, for when
you leave specificity you leave
clarity out of your reckoning.
Does the atonement have a nature
which may be described as such?
You had best lay metonymy
aside. The nature of anything
must precisely describe the thing
itself. What is the nature of the
atonement? Its nature is simply
the same as the precise act... the
atonement atones and reconciles
those thus atoned for unto God.
To say differently is to form
shadows for substances. In
metonymy one might say food
for table or wheels for automo-
bile, but they are not the same
thing. There is a linguistic li-
cense in the world, but not in
doctrine.
To say that the nature of the

atonement is that it is "infinite
and unlimited" leaves concrete-
ness behind and moves into airy
realms of imagery. The
atonement is a positive force.
There are no latent nor dormant
qualities in the atonement. The
single act of the atonement has a
single result when it brings those
touched by it unto God.
In Science it is said that "Your

intention shall regulate your at-
tention". If a scientist seeks to
prove that a frog is a rat he gives
attention to these species. I can-
not know what the intention is of
those who seek to place an infi-
nite value on the Atonement; but
their attention has wandered from
a solid to a gas. It is said that the
infinite nature of God demands an
infinite value in the Atonement.
It is dangerous ground to say that
anything is demanded of God.
Nothing is demanded of God save

that which He demands of Him-
self.

God is love. He is also infi-
nite. Does God being love de-
mand that He infuse His love
into an infinite number of His
creatures? God is holy. Does this
attribute demand that God make
an infinite number of men holy?
When you reason effect from
cause you had best take a search-
ing look at the cause.
I say to you that God is not

only infinite but also limited by
the limitations which He has de-
creed. He made man in His
image, not cattle or mosquitos,
and this is a God imposed
limitation. He chose to save
some men, and not all; and this
is a limited design. He loves
some men and hates others, and
this limits His eternal affection.
Have we forgotten that God hates
as well as loves? Have we
forgotten that it is men that He
hates as well as their sin? Does
Christ's atonement have any
value or merit unto men whom
He has decreed to hate throughout
eternity? Like God's love, God's
hate is limited and specified.
Our God is one. The atonement

makes men one with God. This
is its single purpose. I am
literalist while those who believe
in a quality of unlimited infinity
in the atonement are practicing
existentialists.., to a degree. An
atonement is a reconciliation.
Think of it in this way, and all
shadows shall fade and your vi-
sion shall clear. Christ died to
reconcile a selected company of
people unto God, not to provide
an essence of Atonement which
has no practical benefit unto
souls.
Men with versatile minds

speak of an infinite value in the
atonement. What value does an
atonement have to a soul that
perishes? I do so wish that men
would study the English language
before they preach the vagaries of
imagined doctrines in it. What
does value mean? When men in-
vent doctrines they should pay
some heed to the words they use
to propound them. Value is
something valuable, is it not? Is
it not an asset of some sort? It
may be an ideal or a precious
stone, but is not a value some-
thing which can be measured as a
positive benefit? Men have val-
ues which are as real to them as
tangible things. Freedom is a
value, and it cannot only be de-
scribed but enjoyed. What value
does an infinite atonement have
to lost mankind? How does it
benefit them? Are they bettered.

iby it n any way? Does this infi-
nite value aid either their present
life or their life to come? What.
value is an Atonement to a per-;
ishing soul if it does not recon-
cile him to God? If an atonement
does not bar a man from the;
penalties of hell what value does-
it have to him? What? A value is
something which can be com-
puted in concrete terms. An
atonement which has a value
which is in no way valuable is
nothing more than a cruel jest.
Does the atonement have an

unlimited merit? What merit did
the atonement bring to Judas? Is
Judas now benefited by the
atonement in any manner as he
abides in his own place? Please
tell me in concrete terms, not
existentialist meanderings how
the atonement is of any merit to
a perished soul.

Pretty phrases usually lead to
paltry conclusions. An infinite
value in the atonement is a pretty
phrase, but it means nothing
more than when an existentialist
says "I had a .self-actualizing
experience" but can neithei
describe it nor communicate it.

An infinite atonement is a paltry
conclusion by men who know
neither the meaning of language
nor the eternal design of God. It
is a idiopathic doctrine. It exists
without cause. When God deals
in essences he tells us. Our Lord
used metonymy when he said that
the leaven of the Pharisees was
hypocrisy, but when he deals in
concrete terms he also tells us.
The atonement of Christ is a
concrete action and mathematical
in its being, for it has ratio.
Christ's sufferings on Calvary
were in direct ratio to the re-
quirements of his elect people...
nothing more and surely nothing
less.
The atonement is a solid, not a

liquid, or a gas. It is not unstable
as are liquids, nor invisible as are
gases. It is a positive act which
shall positively reconcile God's
elect unto himself. If men have
an affection for essences let them
look to other than the atonement
of Christ.

THE HOME
(Continued from Page 1)

how to do right from wrong. The
Home is a great place for the
child to learn about the Lord Je-
sus Christ and what the Bible has
to say about Him.
We would also notice that the

Bible teaches parents to love their
children that the Lord has blessed
them with and not to provoke
them to wrath. In other words,
when a parent disciplines a child
it is for the sake of teaching them
to do right and a parent should
not remove their love from the
child at this time. Discipline
must be given with love. We
would also notice that the parents
are to love one another, forgiving
one another, and demonstrating
that love to their children by their
action and words. Ephesians 5
tells us that a husband is to love
his wife as he would his own
body. Now, if a man would go
out and beat his own body, they
would come and put him in the
crazy house. Yet, many men who
claim to be Christians will hit or
beat upon the woman that they
chose above all other women in
the world to make their wife and
build their home with. The Bible
does not teach us that a man is to
discipline his wife in this
manner. It is not only contrary to
Scripture, but also a poor
example of how that discipline is
to be administered. Children do
not grow up learning the
admonition of the Lord in this
kind of atmosphere. The temper
is an evil thing and a Christian
must learn to control it. The
home must develop an
atmosphere that will honor the
Lord and be such as will be an
example unto our children; or
they will go from the home hat-
ing the God that we claim to
worship. We thank the Lord for
good Christian homes where
Children are loved and learn of
the love of God in an environ-
ment that will help them to go
from that home wanting to build
one just like it.

I would like to remind us all of
a statement that a preacher I knew
once said. A home is not the
building that encloses it, it does
not matter a great deal if it is a
mansion or a small building of
little worth. A home is what you

(Continued on Page 10, Col. 1)
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The tongue can and usually does hurt others, but be sure, it will hurt the owner even more.

THE HOME

(Continued from Page 9)

make of it, and it takes a heap of
living in a house to make it a
home. When we realize that the
home we have is a blessing that
we have received from the Lord,
it should cause us to try to do our
very best to build one that will

be of service to our loving Mas-
ter. This should challenge us to
take an inventory on a daily basis
to see if we are doing that which

will help our home to grow in a
spiritual fashion.
We get very concerned about a

lot of things that happen in this
world, but I think it would do
well for us to look to ourselves
and see if we are honoring the
Lord in our home. There are a lot
of hindrances to having a God
fearing home. There is so much
in music and TV that causes our
children to rebel and turn from
the way that we would have them
to go. In the home, we have an
opportunity to control the things
that our children are exposed to.
If we do nothing about these
things, we have no one to blame
but ourselves. Let us go forth and
make an all-out effort to bringing
our children up in an atmosphere
that will make it possible for
them to hear the wonderful call-
ing of our Lord. Pro. 22:6:
"Train up a child in the
way he should go: and
when he is old, he will not
depart from it." This is a
promise in the Word of God, but
it does not apply to us unless we
practice what it says. We had
better start to make a real honest
effort to raise our children in a
home that pleases the Lord before
it is too late.
Today, as we look about us,

we realize that truly we are in the
last days. Someone said, "As the
home goes so goes the country."
I would like to change that
statement a little and write on the
home. Have you been wondering
why our country is in such a
sinful and spiritually awful state,
or why our Churches are not
having revivals that would cause
our country to be in a better
spiritual atmosphere? As the
home goes so goes the church, as
the church goes so goes the
country. Which means that the
problems we are facing rest upon
the Home.
As we look at the American

home, we see nothing but chaos
and confusion. The home has be-
come a meeting place where the
family shuts out the lights and
goes to sleep. The rest of the
time, the home has some small
resemblance of a home; but we
notice that most of the time the
parents are both working (and
unfortunate economic state of af-

fairs) to pay the expenses to keep
it in operation. The family eats
cafeteria style, there is seldom
time for the members of such a
family to gather for the purpose
of communication. The members
are either busy watching T.V.,
playing video games, listening to
their stereo (that we now see
hanging on their ears; and I guess
if you need their attention you
must leave them a note and set
up an appointment), spending all
valuable time on sports or some
other hobby. Family members
see about as much of each other
as they do the checker at the gro-
cery store.

It is no wonder that about half
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of these homes are experiencing
divorce. If they are not having
this problem, they are having
major problems with children

trying to hide from reality by
turning to everything from drugs
to running away. If I have de-

scribed the American home
wrong, I apologize, but this is

what I see all around me. I wish I

had a quick ready solution.

Someone said the family that
prays together stays together.
This may be somewhat true, but
families that attend church are
experiencing divorce, possibly at

a slower rate; but it is still Ina-

jor problem. One large Baptist
church here had almost one hun-

dred divorce cases in their church
in 1983. We as pastors feel like
we should be able to keep our
families in the church together
through proper spiritual teaching.
For reasons that seem to be
growing stronger than the church,
our society is teaching that there
are many good reasons for the
home to be torn apart. There is
something quite wrong when
children are being reared in a so-
ciety that is teaching through the
broken home that people have
such a right as to put their own
personal happiness before the
home. I believe this falls back on
our society that children are by
the example set before them
learning that the home does not
require all that are in it to be
committed to it.

I believe that the key word here
is commitment. This word is de-
fined as a promise or a pledge.
The concept then of commitment
means that a person should de-
termine what their goals are for
their life and always be striving
in that direction. When it seems
right to choose a person to spend
the rest of your life with, one
should look for one that will help
them reach the goals that had
previously been set. When one
has made this a commitment,
they can take that partner for bet-
ter or for worse until death do
them part. Today the commit-
ment is not there so they take
one for better or else, and as long
as nothing rocks the boat, they
are fine. The problem is that
many children are being reared
and no one has ever told them no.
So when they marry and prob-
lems arise, they act like a spoiled
little brat; and they are, and they
cannot find a way to solve the
problem; so, they throw in the
towel. I also believe that if
young people of today would do
as many have done in years gone
by and make a commitment to
God, read the Bible, and see what
God said about marriage and the
home, they might find a way to
be committed to try to make
things work.
The problem is still around the

corner when our society is teach-
ing just the opposite. For exam-

ple, the most popular T.V. pro-

grams are showing people that

are married cheating on one an-

other, couples just living to-

gether, separated couples trying

to rear families without the com-

pleteness of a working home. A
house can be four walls or a

mansion, but it takes a lot of
living in a house to make it a

home.
The only way that the Ameri-

can home will change is for peo-
ple to see the need. Oh how close
the need is to us. We can see it in
the children of these broken
homes. The sorrow that
surrounds them is awesome. The
loneliness they experience and

face is terrible. Statistics show

that the children of broken homes

will be makers of broken homes.

We have seen in the past where

hard times drove people together,

but this is not always the solu-

tion. Folks, there is no easy way

to keep the home together. It

takes a commitment, first of all

to God, saying I want to please
God in the way I live and I want

to do what is right. Then a com-
mitment to each other that will

cause one to work for happiness

and the joy that can come to the
heart of those who have settled
their difference's and have peace
knowing the reward of reaching
those goals. Where is the Amer-
ican home going? I do not know,
but it could become a thing of
the past. God destroyed the world
in the days of Noah because of
these sins, we have been talking
about. He destroyed Sodom and

Gomorrah when they too made
light of the proper use of mar-
riage. Yes, these must be the last
days, but I hope that you will not
float down the river like a dead
fish and go with the flow. But
make a commitment to serve God

and set an example that will be of

help to others. Who knows,
maybe God will spare a nation

for a few righteous. May God
will bless us all.

MEETING
The New Testament Baptist

Church near Bristol, Tenn. is pa-
stored by Elder Dan Phillips.
Dan is one of the dearest friends I
have in this world. I value and
esteem him very highly. He sent
me the first subscription to The
Baptist Examiner that I ever had.
I suppose that started me on my
way to where I sit today, as pas-
tor of Calvary Baptist Church and
the editor of TBE. Dan invited
me to the meeting where and
when I met Katie, and this led
shortly to our wedding. Dan has
stood beside me for many a year.
He has stood with me when
others have departed. He has
meant more to me over the years
than I can tell.
Dan is a very sound and able

preacher. It would be hard to find
a sounder man or a man stronger
in the truths he believes. He is an
able expounder of the Word of
God. He has meant much to
many people.
Dan and I have had many hours

of great and precious fellowship,
here, there, and in many different
places. I have preached for him.
He has preached for me. We have
preached together for others. I
have preached where he has not,
and he has preached where I have
not; but I doubt I would preach at
a place where they told me they
just would not let Dan preach
there.

I do not know how many times
I have preached at the New Tes-
tament Baptist Church, but the
number is large. It is a special
church to me. I have suffered
with this church through many
trials. I have prayed with and for
them through many problems. I
have walked with them through
some dark valleys. I have shared
with them many mountain top
experiences. I have preached
there to a crowded house. I have
preached to a handful. Always, I
have enjoyed and been blessed by
being there. I count this church
as one of my favorite (I have
many) preaching places.

It was my privilege to preach

for this church in a revival meet-
ing, November 7 - 13. Again, it

was a time of blessing to my

soul. With the exception of two

nights, I thought we had good
attendance. Anyway, I suppose
that most of us who preach the
truths I do are used to small
crowds to preach to. Also, it is
more important that the Lord be
there and bless those who are
there than that there be large
crowds. Still, we want to preach
to as many as we can.

I thought we had good services.

I felt the presence of the Lord in

the services. I felt that the Lord
helped me in choosing what to

preach and in delivering the mes-

sage. I felt that the Lord was in

the services from the opening

song to the closing prayer.
We had food and fellowship

each night after the service. This
was a time of good fellowship for
all. It gave us more time to talk

together, and was a blessing to
all concerned. I do not know how

IN BRISTOL, TENNESSEE
this would work in every church,

but it worked well here. I think

some sort of extra fellowship is

very good for God's people.
I guess that most of you know

that Dan's wife is Katie's sister.
Also, we have two children and
five grand children in the area. I
suppose that all this encouraged

Katie to go with me this time,
although I have preached there
when she stayed home. Anyway,

it was an added blessing to have
Katie with me for this meeting.
It made the trip more enjoyable,

and it is always a blessing to me
to have Katie in the audience.
She is a good listener, and I just
know that she is praying for me
as I preach. She is a homebody
and does not go with me often,
so I especially enjoyed this.
We stayed with Dan and Lois.

As usual, they did their best to
make our stay enjoyable. It was
a time of blessing to fellowship

in the home. Dan and I always

have good fellowship when we

are together.
It was good to spend some

time with the children and grand-

children. They, with maybe the
exception of two grandchildren

one night, were at all the ser-

vices. Oh, I pray for our grand-

children. May God save them. I

love them much. It was good to

have loved ones in the andience.

They got me on horseback for a

few minutes on Saturday morn-

ing. Horse back riding, I can do
without; but I enjoyed being with

the others and watching them.
Katie is the horse back rider, the
fisher woman, and the huntress in

our family, not me.
We had many visitors during

the meeting; some local and

some from a distance. We greatly
appreciated all those who visited

with us. Reggie and Faye Moore,

from Appalachia, Va. visited

with us three nights. Reggie has
become one of my closer preacher

friends. I have learned to dearly

love him. Ralph Wells, one of

their members, was with them,

two nights. It was a blessing to

have them.
Several members of Landmark

Baptist Church near Winston

Salem, N.C. came for the Tues-
day night meeting. These people

are very dear to my heart. I deeply

appreciated their travelling so far
to be with us. They came early,

and we had some good fellow-
ship. This church is still looking
for a pastor. Pray with them
about this.
Elder Jim Mills came one

night, and Elder Edmund
Dempsey came one night. It is
always good to have preachers
visiting in the services. I always
appreciate this. Elder Wallace
Freeman also visited one night.
Preachers are a busy people, yet
they will usually try to visit a
sister church during revivals.
This is a good practice. It is
helpful to our fellowship between
preachers and churches.
We had several local or near by

visitors. I appreciated each one of
them, but will not attempt to
name them.
The meeting closed on Sunday

night, and Katie and I drove back
home. It was good to be back
home, back in my study, and
back in my pulpit here the next
Wednesday. Pray for Dan Phillips
and the New Testament Baptist
Church. If you are ever in the
area, go and visit with them. You
will receive a blessing, I am sure.
May God bless them, us here,
and all true and sound churches as
He sees fit.

THE MODERN BAPTIST PREACHER'S

23RD PSALM

The Convention is my shepherd, I shall not want.

It malceth me to stand up in large pulpits,

It leadeth me into positions of honor.

It restoreth what I've lost through small pulpits,

It leadeth me into paths of distinction for the co-op program's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of Biblical ignorance,

I shall have no fear, Its big-wigs are with me.

Their loyalty and string-pulling comfort me.

They prepare a table before me in the presence of infidelic unionizers

They anoint my head with power,

My bank account runneth over.

Surely, honor and easy living will follow me all the days of my life,

And I shall live in the house of plenty at retirement.

O.B. Baker
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The tongue is a guide to one's spiritual health.

 THE NAME THAT SHALL ENDURE 
by John R. Gilpin

"His name shall endure
forever" (Psa. 72:17). What a
contrast between the name of Je-
sus and everything else. Men's
works do not endure. In the age
succeeding the flood, they made
brick, they gathered slime, and
they builded the tower of Babel
with the thought in mind that it
would last forever. When it was
finished, God confounded their
language and with His lightnings
He destroyed it, and left the re-
mains as a monument to their
folly. It is thus with all of man's
works. They do not endure.
Neither do nations endure.

Where is Nineveh, and where is
Babylon today? Where are the
cities of Persia? Just as these
countries have faded, and the suc-
cessive countries of Greece,
Rome and others have arisen and
fallen again, even so down to the
present time, all nations have
failed to endure.
In like measure, our houses and

our property do not endure.
There is constantly the work of
repairing, painting, and renewing
which must go on, and even then
the property we build scarcely
outlives the builder, and in a few
Years after his demise the prop-
erty too is razed to make room
for some other building.
So it is with our bodies. The

hands grow feeble, the legs grow
tottery, the eyes grow dim, and
sooner or later each of us must
fold our arms across our breast
for a last long sleep for the body,
so far as this world is concerned.
That which is true of our bod-

ies has been likewise true of the
Styles. What changes there have
been in the clothing worn by
men and women within the past
hundred years. Short breeches,
long breeches, hoop skirts, hob-
ble skirts, short dresses, long
dresses, bobbed hair and switches
for the women, with wigs for the
men--all these have characterized
the styles of the past few years.
How remarkable the fluctuation
and changes have been. Someone
has said, "If you see a man run-
ning home with a hat box under
his arm, don't stop him; it may
be his wife's hat, and he is trying
to get home before the style
changes."
Even our friends do not endure.

One by one we drift apart; east,
west, north and south. One day
they fall asleep, some in Jesus,
and some unsaved, so that our
friendships of yesterday are but
myths of today, perhaps nothing
more than the material out of
Which we fashion our day dreams
of Yesterday. How often I think
of that group of boyhood
associates. Some scattered to all
Points of the compass, and some
now departed; and whenever I
recall them to mind I say in the
words of the poet, "I would give
the whole world to see that old
gang of mine."
Further, our homes do not en-

dure. Just as the house where we
live falls away, so the home
likewise vanishes. Perhaps a di-
vorce brings this about. Years
ago H. P. Danks wrote "Silver
Threads Among the Gold." With
the coming of wealth from the
sale of this song, came also the
disruption of his home by di-
vorce. Even when our homes
survive the rocky breakers of the
divorce court, they are rudely
broken up by the entrance of
ideath. Many a home wherein
'there is a loving husband and
'Wife fails to endure because death
'takes one or the other.

Thus, beloved, I am simply
trying to show you that the
things of this world do not en-
dure. Men's works, the nations,
our houses, our property, our
bodies, the styles, our friends,
and even our homes fail to en-
dure. In contrast to that which is
fleeting in this life, the Lord Je-
sus Christ endures forever.

I. His name shall endure be-
cause He is God, and God shall
always endure. How wonderful it
is to know that Jesus is God--
God in the flesh. "I and my
Father are one." "That ye
may know, and believe,
that the Father is in me,
and I in him" (John
10:30,38). "And he that
seeth me seeth him that
sent me" (John 12:45). Yet, it
is just as wonderful to know that
God shall always endure.
"Before the mountains
were brought forth, or ever
thou hadst formed the earth
and the world, even from
everlasting to everlasting,
thou art God" (Psa. 90:2).
Listen again: "Of old hast
thou laid the foundation of
the earth; and the heavens
are the work of thy hands.
They shall perish, but
thou shalt endure: yea, all
of them shall wax old like
a garment; as a vesture
shalt change them, and
they shall be changed. But
thou art the same, and thy
years shall have no end"
(Psa. 102:25-27. Someone may
object to say that this is speaking
of God. May I remind you that
the God of the Old Testament is
the Christ of the New. I say
again that Jesus' name shall en-
dure because He is God, and God
shall always endure.

II. His name shall endure be-
cause of His unique birth. There
never was a birth like it. It was
prophesied for four thousand
years before it came to pass.
Was He not born the seed of the
woman alone without a human
father? This was first given us in
prophesy hundreds of years before
it became a reality. "And I
will put enmity betvyeen
thee and the woman, and
between thy seed and her
seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise
his heel" (Gen. 3:15).
"Therefore the Lord Him-
self shall give you a sign:
Behold, a virgin shall
conceive, and bear a son,
and shall call his name
Immanuel" (Isa. 7:14). Even
the very place of his birth is
prophesied. "But thou,
Bethlehem Ephraiah,
though thou be little
among the thousands of
Judea, yet out of thee shall
he come forth unto me that
is to be ruler in Israel;
whose goings forth have
been from of old, from ev-
erlasting" (Micah 5:2). The
gifts which were presented Him
by the wise men were foretold.
"The multitude of camels
shall cover thee, the
dromedaries of Midian and
Ephah; all they from
Sheba shall come: they
shall -bring gold and in-
cense; and they shall shew
forth the praises of the
Lord" (Isa. 60:6).
Not only was His birth unique

because it was thus prophesied,
but it was unique because He was
born of a virgin. "then
Joseph, her husband, being
a just man, and not will-

ing to make her a public
example, was minded to
put her away privily. But
while he thought on these
things, behold, the angel
of the Lord appeared unto
him in a dream, saying
Joseph, thou son of David,
fear not to take unto thee
Mary thy wife; for that
which is conceived in her
is of the Holy Spirit. And
she shall bring forth a
son, and thou shalt call
his name Jesus: for he
shall save his people from
their sins" (Matt. 1:19-21). It
is true that the birth of other
great characters has been prophe-
sied; however, Jesus Christ is the
only one who was ever born a
virgin. That which is biologi-
cally and physiologically impos-
sible, became a reality in that Je-
sus was conceived in His
mother's womb without a human
father.
Co-operating with the

prophecy of the past, and His
virgin birth, a star was hung in
the heavens for Him, in order to
make His birth all the more
unique. The wise men came
from a distance and asked as to
the star, saying, "Where is he
that is born king of the
Jews? for we have seen his
star in the east, and are
come to worship him"
(Matt. 2:2). Never before nor
since, so far as human recollec-
tion and earthly history goes, was
there ever a star hung in the
heavens honoring the birth of
anyone.

All heaven was ablaze with the
angels of God. The first gospel
message that was ever preached
was preached by one of these.
"And the angel said unto
them, Fear not; for,
behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For
unto you is born this day
in the city of David a
Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord" (Luke 2:10,11). At
His birth, the entire heavenly
chorus with their seraphic
melodies sang the first Christian
hymn. "Glory to God in the

highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward
men" (Luke 2:14). See the
shepherds as they bowed in His
presence, clothed in their simple
homespun garments, in adoration
of Him who was the Christ of
God. What a contrast, when we
behold the wise men bowing
before Jesus and offering to Him
their gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh. Truly, His birth
affected both worlds, for the
angels sang His praise in the
skies, while on earth the hum-
blest and the mightiest, the
shepherds and the wise men
bowed before His crib in humble
adoration. Truly His was a
unique birth. Born of a virgin,
with every event of that birth
having been prophesied hundreds
of years before, being honored
with a star especially hung in the
heavens for Him, and being wor-
shipped by the angels, the wise
men, and the shepherds, marks
the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ
as the most unique birth ever
known in this world. Truly His
name shall endure because of His
unique birth.

III. His name shall endure be-
cause of the greatness of His
power. How marvelous was Je-
sus' power over nature. On one
occasion He turned water into
wine. And again He walked upon
the sea, contrary to the laws of
nature. On still another occasion
He commanded the wind and the
waves to obey His voice, and the
wind became a calm, and the
boisterous waves became hushed
at His feet.

If His power over nature would
cause us to stand in awe and ad-
miration, how much more His
power over disease. The lame
walked and the deaf were made to
hear, the blind eyes were opened,
the palsied bodies were rejuve-
nated, and the demoniac's intellect
was restored again.
Look at His power over Satan.

On three occasions during the
early part of His ministry by
simple quotations from the Old
Testament prophets, He was able
to rout Satan and completely de-
feat him. Once Satan suggested
that Jesus turn stones into bread,

GOD'S HAND

A little girl wrote her name

And jumped about with glee

Too small to fully understand

We seldom write at three.

She knew her Mother played a part

That her little hand was tight

Within the grip of a bigger hand

As she pressed with all her might.

So God hath guided those of us

We have naught whereof to boast

Our life He held within His hand

If we escaped the sins of most.

Let's give credit to this great God

Let's glorify His name,

Who in the beginning saw our need and

To our life and soul laid claim.

Mrs. J.P. Morgan

and thus feed His hungry body.
Again he tempted Him to cast
Himself from the roof of the
temple. And on a third occasion
Satan offered Jesus the glory of
the world if He would only fall
down and worship him. In each
of these, the Lord Jesus Christ
became the victor by a quotation
of the Old Testament saying, "It
is written." Yet look at the
cross of Jesus if you would see
Him finally victorious in His
power over Satan. The devils of
hell must have laughed with glee
when Jesus was crucified. Yet
their laughter was in vain, for the
cross sounded the death knell for
Satan. Paul thus declared that the
cross of Jesus was the death blow
for Satan. "For as much
then as the children are
partakers of flesh and

blood, he also himself
likewise took part of the
same; that through death
he might destroy him that
had the power of death;
that is, the devil" (Heb.
2:14).
Behold also Jesus' power over

the grave. On three occasions in
His life He manifested that
power. One day He called to life
a little girl twelve years of age.
Still again, as they were carrying
a widow's son to his burial, Jesus
halted the funeral procession and
commanded the dead to live. At a
later date, He stood at the tomb
of one who had been buried for
four days, where decomposition
had already set in. Nothing
daunted, He spoke and the dead
arose. Is it any wonder then that
on that first resurrection morn,
that He rolled the stone from His
own tomb, and rose victorious
and triumphant over the grave?
In view of this, we say with
Paul, "So when this cor-
ruptible shall have put on
incorruption and this mor-
tal shall have put on im-
mortality, then shall be
brought to pass the saying
that is written, Death is
swallowed up in victory. 0
death, where is thy sting?
0 grave, where is thy vic-
tory? The sting of death is
sin: and the strength of sin
is the law. But thanks be
to God, which giveth us
the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ" (I Cor.
54:57).
Then there is that most mar-

velous power which Jesus pos-
sesses--His power of giving eter-
nal life. "As thou hast
given him power over all
flesh, that he should give
eternal life to as many as
thou hast given him. And
this is life eternal, that
they might know thee the
only true God, and Jesus
Christ whom thou hast
sent" (John 17:1,2). Look at
the Hill of the Skull, there is a
thief hanging on the cross near to
Jesus, who is condemned sinner,
justly condemned for his deeds.
Clammy sweat is on his brow;
his heart is filthy with the crust
of years of sin, as he hangs there
dying. The fiends of hell wait for
his soul, with the thought in
mind that another soul shall be
with them in hell.
As he hangs there, Jesus looks

his way. There is power in Je-
sus' eye. Slowly and feebly the

(Continued on Page 12, Col. 1)
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Christ's principal enemies were the religious, and so it is with God's child today.
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THE NAME
(Continued from Page 11)

thief whispers, "Lord,
remember me." To which Je-
sus replies, "Verily I say
unto thee, Today shalt
thou be with me in par-
adise" (Luke 23:43. Now look
back at the cross where that thief
is dying. The look of horrid an-
guish is gone from his face. An
angel of mercy is ready to receive
the soul--now a precious jewel,
fit for God's Kingdom. The
heart, lately crusted with the filth
of a sinful life, is now white
with purity. Instead of being a
sinner condemned, he is now a
sinner justified by grace.
A little while and the soul

which hung trembling in life,
takes its flight to be with Jesus
and the redeemed of God. In your
realm of imagination, look at
him amid the glories of God,
clearer than the sun and fairer
than the moon. Who is this one
of wondrous beauty. It is none
other than the thief who hung
upon the cross. I tell you, as
long as Jesus can redeem the lost,
give eternal life to those who are
spiritually dead, and give grace to
those who are dying, His name
shall endure.
When I stand before Him and

behold the greatness of His
power--His power over nature,
His power over disease, His
power over Satan, His power
over the grave, and His power of
giving eternal life, I declare again
that His name shall always en-
dure in view of the greatness of
His power.
IV. His name shall endure be-

cause of the marvel of His mes-
sage. It was a marvelous mes-
sage that the Lord Jesus Christ
preached. No one ever heard such
a sermon as that embodied in the
text of the Good Samaritan, until
Jesus preached it. No one ever
heard such exhortations as are
given us in the Sermon on the
Mount. Just listen to these:
"But I say unto you, That
ye resist not evil: but
whosoever shall smite thee
on thy right cheek, turn to
him the other also. And if
any man will sue at the
law, and take away thy

ANNOUNCEMENT
The Baptist Standard Bearer of

Number One Iron Oaks Drive,
Paris, Arkansas 72855 is plan-
ning to reprint Intercommunion,
Inconsistent And Unscriptural by
J.R. Graves (We are running this
in serial form in TBE at present).
The book will sell for $20.00. It
can be ordered on a pre-publica-
tion plan for $10.00 plus 12%
U.S. postage, 18% foreign
postage. The initial dead line for
such is April 30, 1989. When
money for 500 orders is secured,
publication work will begin. If
this many are not received,
money will be returned.
Do not order from T.B.E. Deal

directly with the above. We are
not responsible in any way ex-
cept that we publicize and rec-
ommend the book.
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coat, let him have thy
cloak also. And whoso-
ever shall compel thee to
go a mile, go with him
twain. Give to him that
asketh thee, and from him
that would borrow of thee,
turn not thou away. Ye
have heard that it hath
been said, Thou shalt love
thy neighbor, and hate thy
enemy. But I say unto
you, Love your enemies,
bless them that curse you,
do good to them that hate
you, and pray for them
which despitefully use
you, and persecute you"
(Matt. 5:39-44). "Therefore
take no thought, saying,
What shall we eat? or,
What shall we drink? or,
Wherewithal shall we be
clothed? (For after all
these things do the
Gentiles seek:) for your
heavenly Father knoweth
that ye have need of all
these things. But seek ye
first the kingdom of God,
and his righteousness; and
all these things shall be
added unto you" (Matt. 6:31-
35). Then hear Him again as He
tells the story of the prodigal
son. See Him as He pictures the
old father with arms outstretched
to receive his wayward son home
again. Under the law, this
prodigal should have been stoned,
yet Jesus gave him a robe and a
ring instead.
Yes, it is a great message

which the Lord Jesus Christ
preached. It is interesting to no-
tice how the folk appraised His
message, and what they thought
of it. "The officers an-
swered, Never man spake
like this man" (John 7:46).
"And the common people
heard him gladly" (Mark
12:37). "And it came to
pass, when Jesus had ended
these sayings, the people
were astonished at his
doctrine: For he taught
them as one having
authority, and not as the
scribes" (Matt. 7:28,29).

This message which Jesus thus
preached, and which was thus ap-
praised by the people, will never
cease. "Heaven and earth
shall pass away, but my
words shall not pass away"
(Matt. 24:35). How marvelous
is this. Not only a marvelous
message which was marvelously
accepted by the people, but the
prophetic utterance that it shall
never end makes it all the more
marvelous. Because of the mar-
vel of His message, His name
shall endure forever.
V. His name shall endure be-

cause of the universality of His
influence. Our Saviour only
wrote once in the days of His
flesh, and then He wrote in the
shifting sands, which with the
next gust of wind that came was
scattered, and the message un-
known by all, was never read.
We have no true picture of Him.
No one knows exactly how He
looks. Though we have no set of
books which He ever wrote, and
not even a single volume whiph
He compiled, and though we have
no true picture of Him, yet Ills
influence lives on.
Every time you date a letter,

you acknowledge His influence.
Every church spire which pierces

the blue of the ethereal spaces is
an acknowledgment of the influ-
ence of Jesus. Every Sunday
school and church service which
calls young and old from the
cares and the toils of the material
world into a spiral realm is a
reminder of His influence.
Throughout the years gone by

since His coming to earth, mar-
tyrs by the millions have bled
and died in His behalf. More
than fifty million Baptists alone
have sealed their testimony with
their life's blood. Even today
millions could be found who
would die rather than renounce
their faith, and who would step
boldly into the flames to perish
therein rather than recant. When
burned, you might take out their
hearts and you would see en-
graved thereon a name--the pre-
cious name of Jesus. Truly, His
name shall endure forever because
of the universality of His influ-
ence.

VI. His name shall endure be-
cause of the honor which is ac-
corded His name in heaven.
Throughout the ages gone by
since the days of Abel's conver-
sion, multiplied millions have
been redeemed, and are now in the
glory land of God. Though every
man on earth were to cease and
there might never be another

mortal who would speak His
praise, each of the redeemed in
heaven will still adore and breathe
the name of Jesus. "And one
of the elders answered,
saying unto me, 'What are
these which are arrayed in
white robes? and whence
came they?' And I said
unto him, Sir, thou know-
est. And he said to me,
These are they which came
out of the great tribula-
tion, and have washed their
robes, and made them
white in the blood of the
Lamb. Therefore are they
before the throne of God,
and serve Him day and
night in his temple: and he
that sitteth on the throne
shall dwell among them"
(Rev. 7:13-15).
Even if these mortals might be

able to perish, and though these
who have been redeemed by blood
might cease to be, the name of
Jesus would still be honored; for
every angel of God and every
archangel in heaven, daily sing
His praise. The seraphim and the
cherubim bow before Him daily
saying, "Holy, holy, holy is
the Lord of hosts: the
whole earth is full of h is
glory" (Isa. 6:3). Their
seraphic melodies and their an-

gelic chorus shall never cease to
speak the praise of His name.
Even if the angels as well as

the redeemed of men now in
heaven should cease, then the
name of Jesus would still be
honored; for the Father and the
Holy Spirit must still honor His
name. Even if heaven itself were
annihilated, the name of Jesus
would still be heard, for the Fa-
ther and the Holy Spirit, each co-
equal with Jesus, must still speak
the praise of Jesus, the Son of
God.
Possibly the most of my audi-

ence realizes that George White-
field along with John and Charles
Wesley, have been given credit of
founding the Methodist denomi-
nation.
When Whitefield was asked

whether he would found the de-
nomination, he said, "NO,
Brother John Wesley may do as
he pleases, but let my name per-
ish; let Christ's name live for-
ever." This is my declaration too.
Let my name perish; let the name
of this glorious church which I
serve as pastor, and which I love
with all my being, perish; let the
name of our statesmen perish; let
the name of our country which
we love so well, let the name of
America perish; and let nations
perish, but let Christ's name en-
dure forever.

THE DECREES OF GOD
by Timothy Dwight

Text: "...I have spoken
it, I will also bring it to
pass; I have purposed it, I
will also do it" (Isa. 46:11).
Premise: God made all things.
1. He either made things for a

purpose or He made them with-
out purpose.
2. If God made all things for a

purpose, He either provided for
the certain accomplishment of
His purpose or, He did not.
3. If God did not provide for

the accomplishment of His pur-
pose it was either because He was
unwilling to do it, or, He was
unable to do it.
4. If God was unwilling to

provide for the accomplishment
of His purpose, it was either be-
cause His purpose was not im-
portant to Him, or because it re-
quired more trouble than His
purpose would justify.
5. If God was unable to pro-

vide for the accomplishment of
His purpose, or will, it was ei-
ther because He did not know
how to do it, or because He did
not have the ability to accom-
plish it. (Note: the former denies
His omniscience; the latter denies
His omnipotence.)
6. If God provided for the ac-

complishment of His purpose,
then it will be accomplished, or it
will not be.
7. If His purpose will be ac-

complished the means provided
for this purpose will operate in
the proper manner for its accom-
plishment.

Application:
If the actions of men are not

such as God purposed, it must be
because He did not know what
men would do; or knowing this,
He did not choose to prevent their
existence.
A. If God knew what the ac-

tions of men would be, and did
not choose to prevent their exis-
tence, then their actions are either
agreeable to His purposes, or He
chose them to exist although
they are contrary to His purpose.

B. God could prevent the ac-
tions of wicked men by prevent-
ing their existence. To assume
wicked men are upon the whole

contrary to God's purpose, and
yet He choose that they should be
born is to assume a contradiction.

Therefore, to deny the doctrines
of Predestination and of
Reprobation is to believe that
God is limited, changeable, and
dependent upon what men do. To
believe this about God is to be-
lieve the purposes of God are not
certain in their accomplishments.

Receiving nothing except as
you find it in the Word, but in a
childlike spirit receiving every-
thing that you find there, you
shall stand upon your high places.
Your feet shall be like hinds' feet,
and your place of abode shall be
above the mists and clouds of
earth's wretched atmosphere of
doubt.

--C.H. Spurgeon

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
The editor will be in revival services with the Main Street Baptist
Church of Burnside, Ky. February 6 - 12. Services will be at 7:30
nightly. This was formerly The Deerfield Baptist Church of Somer-
set, Ky. They now have a beautiful, spacious new building on
Main Street in Burnside. The pastor is Elder Wendell P. Furlong.
For further information contact him at 606 561 8637. Please attend
this meeting if you can. Pray for this meeting.

ANNOUNCEMENT
The Main Street Baptist Church of Burnside, Ky. is now meeting in

its new church facility on Main St. in Burnside. This was formerly

The Deerfield Baptist Church of Somerset, Ky. All regular servies are

as follows: Sunday School, 9:45 A.M.; Sunday Morning service, 10:45
A.M.; Sunday Night service, 6:30 P.M.; and Wednesday night Prayer
Meeting at 7:30 P.M. The public is invited to all services.

i TULIP 1
I

1 In the garden where Satan came to beguile,
IWe learn of the fall of our federal head.

I We cannot seek the face of God, not while I I

I n original sin we all are dead.

/ Electing love for Adam's lost race,

I Secured all of those whom the Father foreknew.
Though nothing in them could merit His grace,

I His compassions each morning are new.

1 I 

I 
Our blessed Redeemer full atonement made,
For His people He suffered and died. I

1 
By His shed blood their sin debt was paid,

I 
The travail of His soul shall be satisfied. 1

I
/ 

All that the Father has given His Son,

Irresistible grace will find every one, 
1

I 
Shall be drawn to Him by the Spirit.

1
I 

Through the gospel preached when we hear it.
/

I God's love for His people is ever the same, /

1 
With Him there's no shadow of turning.

I

1 
We serve Him with joy, persevere in His name,
While more of His love we are learning. 1

L by: Ma Griffin, Bagdad, Az. I
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