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TAKING AND GIVING
by Bob Belanger
Goose Creek, S.C.

29445
Reading: Matthew 26:26-29
Text: Matthew 26:27, "And

he took the cup, and gave
thanks." To the child of God'
nothing should be so moving and
so intriguing as the Lord Jesus
Christ. He, indeed, is the
personification of perfection. As
we ponder upon the marvelous
Christ of God, we are humbled
by the majesty and infinite wis-
dom that was had of Him alone.
Psalm 37:37 tells us, "Mark
the perfect (the undefiled, up-
right) man." This means that
should we come upon such an
individual, we are to watch or
observe 'the perfect man'. None is
more worthy of such observation
than the Lord Jesus Christ. It is
He alone that, as man, was per-
fect in all His ways, undefiled in
all things, and upright in all
things. It is Christ that we mark
for our example, learning, and
wisdom; yea, for our very life.
Search and see! Has there ever
come another into this world that
would compare to Him?
We consider the events that

took place just prior to our Lord's
instituting His supper into the
church. How was it that some of
these dear brethren who had heard,
seen, looked upon and handled (I
John 1:1) Him, could not yet
understand His perfection? Yea,
one whom He had chosen to walk
With Him and minister with Him
"sought opportunity to
betray him." It is said that
man's foulest deeds are done in
darkness and so here, "when the
even was come he sat down

EASTER
by Charles Talley

"And he said unto them,
Pull well ye reject the
Commandment of God, that
Ye may keep your own
tradition" (Mk.7:9)
Some of you who read this

Short article may not like it. I
only ask that you take the time
out to study and think about what
(Continued on Page 6, Col. 3)
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with the twelve." A traitor
being among them. It was to be a
long taxing night for our Lord,
and few, even now as they
reclined around the table, would
understand. Earlier they had
asked Him, "Where wilt thou
that we prepare for thee to
eat the passover." Indeed it
was to be the very last
observance of this sacred time for
the Jew for He answered, "My
time is at hand." He had
labored vigorously in the Father's
vineyard but now darkness had

Bob Belanger

come. It was a time when men
should take their rest; but not so
for the Master for His time was
at hand. The greatest of His
labors was about to begin:
"Verily I say unto you,
that one of you shall
betray me." From the human
standpoint the heavied heart of
our Lord was now pierced with
sorrow considering the per-
verseness of the heart of Judas
whom He would expose before
them all. While this was being
done, Luke 22:23-24 informs us,
"And they began to enquire
(Continued on Page 6, Col. 4)

ARE ALL
by Fred Mink, Sr.

Do all preach Christ? Paul'
not of men, neither by
men, but by Jesus Christ.
(Gal. 1:1).
Many who preach today, preach

false doctrines. They are not
called of Jesus Christ, but by
men -- ordained by men. They
preach not Jesus to be the way
and truth. Peter says there were
false prophets among the peop,le
as there shall be false teachers
among you. Read II Peter 2:1-3.
They may preach some truth,
but don't be deceived. A little
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THE KIND OF CHURCH THAT GLORIFIES

THE ALMIGHTY GOD
by Willard Pyle

"But ye are a chosen
generation, a royal priest-
hood, an holy nation, a
peculiar people; that ye
should shew forth the
praises of him who hath
called you out of darkness
into his marvellous light"
(I Peter 2:9).

There need not be any doubt on
this subject because the Word of
God is full of precepts and exam-
ples that tell us vividly and accu-
rately the kind of church that
glorifies God. May the God of
all grace grant us churches of this
caliber! We need to place the
professing New Testament
churches of our day and time on
the divine scales of Almighty
God and see them weighed in the
balances to find out if they are
wanting or if they are truly His
churches.
I am afraid there are many dead

flies in the ointment when it
comes to professing missionary
Baptist churches. There are sins

which do so easily beset us, and
out of our own midst have men
arisen to sow the seeds of discord
and disbelief.
Yes, we need to take heed to

ourselves and to the doctrine, for

Willard Pyle

in doing this we shall both save
ourselves and them that hear us.
Preachers, we need to take heed to
the flock of God over which the
Holy Spirit has made us the
overseer, and to feed the church of
God which He has purchased with

PREACHERS OF CHRIST?
leaven leaveneth the whole lump
(Galatians 5:9). Any man that
preaches works for salvation,
preaches not the gospel of Jesus
Christ.- Read Galatians 1:7-8.
God's called preachers are not
ashamed to preach the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to be the power of
God unto salvation (Romans
1:160). If any man preach any
other gospel unto you than that
ye have received - let him be ac-
cursed (Galatians 1:9). In these
last days God's chosen people
need to be wise to the false ways
being preached lest Satan should

get an advantage of them. For we
are not ignorant of his devices (II
Cor. 2:11).
I have no doubt; if truth is be-

ing preached, it is preached by
Baptists. Praise God for Baptist
preachers. I know of no other
kind that preach the whole coun-
cil of God! Often we have been
disappointed by Brethren claim-
ing to be called of God. A man
that is an heretic after the first
and second admonition reject
(Titus 3:10). For not he that
commendeth himself is approved,
(Continued on Page 6, Col. 2)

Naptist iigxaminer pulpit
A Sermon by Pastor Joseph M. Wilson

WHAT DO THE SUFFERINGS OF
CHRIST MEAN TO YOU?

"Is it nothing to you, all
ye that pass by? behold,
and see if there be any
sorrow like unto my sor-
row, which i's done unto
me, wherewith the LORD
hath afflicted me in the
day of his fierce anger"
(Lam.1 :12).
The proper interpretation of

this verse relates to the fall of
Judah, and especially of
Jerusalem. Jeremiah is sitting by
the ruins of the city, or at least
has them before his mind's eye,
as he writes five elegies concern-

ing this. Jerusalem had suffered
greatly at the hands of Babylon.
Nearly all the people were dead or
had gone into captivity. The city
had been destroyed. Jeremiah is
grieved over this, and writes of
this great suffering.
I desire to apply my text to the

sufferings of Christ. Let me de-
fend such an application, even as
I admit (above) to the proper in-
terpretation of the verse. The
verse seems to almost forcefully
cry out for such an application.
It seems to reach out and grab
one and demand such a considera-

tion. Who, with a spiritual
mind, can read this verse without
thinking of the sufferings of Je-
sus Christ? I cannot. The
sufferings of Christ are the great-
est events of all time. All of the
redeemed children of God base
their all for time and eternity,
upon these sufferings. Christ on
Calvary stands before our eyes as
the most important event of all
time. Surely, many texts of
Holy Writ can be pressed into
service telling of these.

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1)

His own blood. How the admo-
nition to "Preach the word;
be instant in season, out
of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all long suf-
fering and doctrine" applies
to our subject! If God had to
reprimand one of His apostles and
say, "Get thee behind me,
Satan: thou art an offence
unto me: for thou
savourest not the things
that be of God, but those
that be of men." How much
must this be true of many a Bap-
tist church in our day and time.
We live in a modernistic and

materialistic world when it comes
to church life. How sad we are
made to be that because sin
abounds, the love of many has
waxed cold. However, the
promise found in Matthew 16:18
is still as true and as accurate as
it was when it fell from the
blessed lips of the Lord Jesus,
our Saviour.

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 3)

CHRIST AND
THE CROSS
THE HOPE OF
THE WORLD

by Wayne Cox
"But unto them which

are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power
of God, and the wisdom of
God" (I Cor. 1:24).
From personal observation the

world's masses have no hope.
For a number of years, and up
until 1966, I visited in a number
of foreign countries every year
and preached the gospel of Jesus
Christ. If you for one moment
entertain the idea that foreign
countries do not have any reli-
gion you are in error. There is
religion on every side, but I
would like to emphasize this one
thing. There is no more religion
in foreign countries than in this
country of ours. In the foreign
countries that I have visited (and I
have visited a number of them
and did so for a number of years
consecutively) that need the
gospel of Jesus Christ, this
country in which we live, needs
it just as badly, if not worse.
For the masses in America today
are just as lost as the masses in
other nations. And the only hope
that any man can have, and cer-
tainly the hope of the world, rests
in the person of Jesus Christ.
The sad thing about it is as you
look about you and see the de-
pravity of man as it manifests it-
self and becomes evident on every
hand, we are suddenly faced with

(Continued on Page 4, Col. 4)
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SUFFERINGS
(Continued from Page 1)

Interpreting my text of the
sufferings of Christ just fits so
well. Who would argue with
such an application? Now, if I
err, I am surely in good com-
pany. I wonder how many
preachers of the present and of the
past have preached from this
verse, applying it to Christ. In
preparing this sermon, I noted
that the great Spurgeon has two
sermons on this text, applying it
to the sufferings of Christ.
Besides all this, I would think
that if one errs in hermeneutics,
and in that error exalts the person
and work of Christ, he might
well be forgiven such an error.
Let us look, first of all, at the

unsurpassed sufferings of Jesus
Christ. None of the children of
men have ever suffered as He did.
As my text implies, there is no
sorrow like unto His sorrow.
Who was it that suffered that day
on Calvary? Why, it was the
God-man. There is only One
who can be thus described. Jesus
Christ is God, as much God as if
He was not man. He is also
man, as much man as if He was
not God. Two natures were eter-
nally and mysteriously joined to-
gether. It was this One who suf-
fered so.

It was the sinless one who thus
suffered. The Father said,
"...This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well
pleased; hear ye him" (Matt.
17:5). The Son said, "...I do
always those things that
please him" (John 8:29), and
none has ever contradicted His
high claims. Pilate said of
Christ, "...I find no fault in
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this man" (Lk. 23:4). The cen-
turion at His crucifixion said,
"...Truly this man was the
Son of God" (Mk. 1:24). He is
holy, harmless, undefiled, and
separate from sinners. Others
may have died who were innocent
so far as that for which they died,
but He is the only one who ever
died sinless.
He did not deserve to die. He

never broke one law of God or
man. He never harmed man in
any way. He blessed little ba-
bies, healed the sick, and raised
the dead. He went about doing
good. In our awful age, one may
murder and rape without mercy
and almost without number; and
some misguided, simple minded,
overly sentimental crowd will
demonstrate against his death by
execution. Jesus died in total
sinlessness, yet no one demon-
strated on His behalf. Being sin-
less, He did not have to die.

Joe Wilson

Death is the wages of sin. He
had no sin. Therefore, He did not
have to die. The Bible says that
the soul that sinneth shall die.
He never sinned. Therefore, He
did not have to die. He could
have closed His earthly life by
going back to heaven without
dying. But, Oh, what would
have happened to you and to me?
Let us notice how He suffered.

Look, first, at His physical
sufferings. He prayed in the
garden of Gethsamene. He sweat
as it were, great drops of blood.
As He faced that cup filled with
the wrath of God against the sins
of all the elect, He asked that, if
it were possible that cup might
pass from Him. But He did not
force it from Him. He did not
refuse to drink it. He was ar-
rested, probably about midnight.
From then until the next morn-
ing, He was dragged from one
place to another. He had no
sleep. He had no rest. He had
nothing to eat. He underwent, in
that short period of time, six
mock trials. Before Herod, He
was mocked as king. They put a
robe on him and a reed in His
hand. Then they took the reed
and beat Him over the head with
it. He had a cruel crown of
thorns (the sign of God's curse on
man's sin) pressed upon His
brow. As the blood streamed
down His face, blinding Him,
men smote Him with palms and
fists and jeeringly asked Him to
prophesy as to who smote Him.
Ah, He knew who they were, and
they shall yet give account to
Him. He was mercilessly beaten.
The plowers made long furrows
upon His back until His bones
stood out like islands of ivory in
seas of gore. Then He was
nailed, hands and feet, to the old
rugged cross, the cross set into
its man-made socket of horror,
and He was left there, between
heaven and earth, rejected by
earth, forsaken by heaven, left to
die one of the most terrible forms
of capital punishment ever de-
vised by man.
But that was not all; it was not

even the worst part of His suffer-

ings. My friend, it was not what
men did to Jesus that saves our
souls; it was what the Father did.
It was not His bodily sufferings
that saved us; it was the suffer-
ings of His soul. God made His
soul an offering for sin. The Fa-
ther plunged His sword into the
soul of the Saviour. I believe
yea, I am sure that Jesus Christ
suffered on the cross the exact
equivalent of what all the saved
would have suffered in eternal
hell had He not died for them.
The Father did not let His Son
off from the required sufferings.
The Father did not require less of
the Surety than He would have of
the elect, had they gone to hell.
Salvation by substitution is not a
part payment plan. Christ paid
the full ransom price for the re-
demption of His people. He suf-
fered more than anyone else ever
has or will. The lost man in hell
will suffer only for his own sins.
Jesus suffered for a multitude that
cannot be numbered.
Why did He suffer? Please

know that He suffered voluntar-
ily. All the armies of all time
could not have placed Him on the
cross or held Him there. No man
took His life from Him. He laid
it down of His own voluntary
will. What held Him there? It
was His love for me that nailed
Him to the tree. Oh, how He
loved His sheep. He left the
ivory palaces of glory, and He
came into this sin-cursed world of
woe. Only His great eternal love
made my Saviour go. We will
never understand the matchless
love of Christ for us that took
Him to Calvary in our behalf. A
man may lay down His life for a
friend. For a good man some
might even dare to die. But He
proved His love for us by dying
for us while we were sinners, and
dying voluntarily because of His
great love.
For whom did He suffer? He

suffered for sinners. Oh, think of
the sins of the elect. Before sal-
vation, they were even as other
men. Some of them sinned far
more than some who are now in
hell. There was no difference
about them before they were
saved, except the unseen mark of
electing love. Oh, how they
have sinned even after being
saved, and those sins had to be
atoned for as well as those com-
mitted before salvation. What a
mountain of sin! Pile the sins of
one elect on top of the sins of
another elect. Add them all to-
gether until they become a stag-
gering number that no earthly
computer can declare. Jesus suf-
fered for all the sins of all the
sinners who will ever be saved.
And He suffered for His ene-

mies. They hated Him. They
rebelled against His holy law.
They despised Him. They used
His sweet and precious name in
their vile oath. They made light
of Him. But He loved them, and
He died for their sins, even their
sins of doing all they could
against Him.
What are the effects of such

sufferings as these? Are they in
vain? Did they accomplish
nothing? Are they of no more
value than the blood of bulls and
goats or the mass of Roman
Catholics. Some would tell us
this. Some would say that
Christ suffered all that He did,
and that multitudes of those for
whom He died will yet go to
hell. Not so, beloved, not so.
Not one pang suffered in vain.
Not one drop shed in vain. All
those for whom Jesus died will
be gloriously saved with an eter-
nal salvation. Of all the horrible
doctrines taught by man, of all

the doctrines of men that blas-
pheme God and dishonor Christ,
few, if any, are moreso than that
doctrine that men go to hell for
whom Christ died. Men go to
Hell for sin. Christ paid in full
for the sins of all those for whom
He died. There is, therefore,
nothing for them to go to hell
for. They go to hell because of
their sin. Their sins are paid for.
There is nothing for them to go
to hell for. They will be
eternally saved. Praise the Lord.
There have been many who are

interested in these sufferings of
Christ. My text asks, "Is it
nothing to you?" Multi-
tudes answer, "It is much to me,
it is everything to me, my all for
time and eternity depends upon
it". There are many to whom His
sufferings are everything. They
have been made to see their sins
and to desire salvation before all
other things. I did not want to be
saved. I was not at all concerned

in the matter. And then came
that night, oh, what a night? It
was a night long to be remem-
bered. God worked on me and in
me. I wanted to be saved more
than I wanted anything in all the
world. All the wealth of all the
world meant nothing. I wanted
to be saved more than I wanted
anything or everything beside. I
would have agreed to a vow of
eternal poverty just that I might
have been saved. I would have
gladly died ten thousand deaths of
the most horrible kind in order
to be saved. Oh, I wanted to be
saved. God brings His people to
this great desire before He saves
them.
Those who are deeply interested

in His sufferings were brought to
the place they could see salvation
nowhere else. They knew that
salvation was not in a pool of
water, not in church membership,
not in the good works of men.
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1).,,

FROM THE EDITOR
"Brethren, pray for us" (I Thess.5:25). I wrote on church mem-

bers praying for one another. I next wrote on churches praying for one
another. I write now on preachers praying for one another. I suppose we
could reach out further, but for now I write about our kind of preachers
praying for one another. Preacher, other kind of churches and preachers
are not going to pray for us. All the praying that most of us have on
our behalf is that of our members and a few friends. Would it not be a
great thing if we could greatly multiply the number of prayers going to
the throne of grace in our behalf? If the great apostle Paul needed the
prayers of others, surely you and I greatly need such. Of course we de-
sire the prayers of the saints of God, but just now I write of preachers
praying for one another.
De we believe in prayer? Do we believe that God answers prayer? Do

we believe that multiplied prayers bring multiplied blessings?"I read re-
cently that more is said about prayer and less done about it than any
subject in the Bible.
Preachers need prayer. Oh, we will all agree with that. We have a dif-

ficult job to do. We do not have the resources and abilities with which
to do it. We need the blessings of the Lord upon us in the performing
of our God-given task. We need prayer for us as to our lives, as to our
studies, and as to our preaching. We also need prayer as to many other
things in our life and service for the Lord. Surely, anything that will
bring about more praying by preachers and for preachers will be of great
good.

I know that the love and fellowship between our kind of preachers is
not what it should be. I know that there is much (far too much) envy,
jealousy, gossip, backbiting, efforts to harm, and bad feelings between
many of our preachers. Oh, we all need to make a real effort to improve
this situation. Will relations between our churches and our members
ever be much better than that between our preachers? Should not we
preachers lead the way in trying to improve this situation? Well, this
should call for another, maybe several, editorials. Let us say that I have
some bad feelings toward a brother preacher. Could I not still pray for
him? Let us say that he has done things towards me that has produced
these feelings. Still, can I not pray for him?
I would suggest that sincere, fervent, honest, continued prayer for a

brother against whom I have, justifiably or not, some hard feelings;
would go far toward correcting those feelings. To pray for that brother
will certainly help me as to my attitude toward him. And God will
answer such prayers for another. Preacher brethren, we ought to all love
one another very much. Praying for one another would go far to bring-
ing this about. So, no matter what we might feel about one another, let
us begin and continue to sincerely pray for one another. Who knows
what this might accomplish? I will say this: if there is a brother of like
precious faith that I can not or will not pray for; I have a serious prob-
lem
Now, surely, the number of preachers that fit the above category are

few. Surely, we all know a host of preachers against whom we have
nothing. We think highly of them. We would be a help to them. What
greater help could we be than to pray for them? We could pray that God
will provide their needs. Not many of God's true preachers have an over
abundance of material things. We could pray for their health. We could
pray that God would enable them to live a life of much victory and
deliver them from great sins. We could pray for their ministry. Just
think, if a large number of us should start all praying for one another,
how many prayers that would be going up for each one, and how many
blessings might come from such praying.
Let us call to mind, or even better, keep a list of the preachers we

know. Get acquainted with other preachers as we can. Then pray often
and regularly for as many of these as we can. I really believe that this
would accomplish much good. Learn what you can about these preach-
ers. Learn of their churches and the conditions and needs therein. Learn
of other ministries they might be involved in. Learn of needs they
might have. And then pray about these things.
Pray for the preachers you dearly love; those who mean much to you.

Pray for some that you are not as well acquainted with. Pray for some
that you just don't care much about.
Oh, if these three editorials on praying for others would be blessed by

God to bring about more of this, what great blessings would result
therefrom., I would be happy to have similar statements, criticisms,
commendations, and suggestions from others along these lines. God
bless you all.
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SUFFERINGS
(Continued from Page 2)

They were brought almost to the
point of despair. Some of them
thought it was all over with
them; they would never be saved.
They have seen that Christ is

their only hope of salvation.
They have seen that there is glo-
rious and wonderful salvation in
Christ. They have been enabled
and caused to trust in Him and
His work for eternal salvation.
They have received, in believing
in Him, great peace, joy un-
speakable, and blessed assurance
of eternal salvation. Oh, how
they have rejoiced therein. Not
for all the wealth and power in
this world could they be made
willing to part with what they
have obtained through the suffer-
ings of Christ.
They love Him because of His

sufferings. They love Him more
than they love all others beside.
They would give up all other
loves if need be; but they cannot,
they will not, part with Christ's
wonderful love. He means more
to them than tongue can tell.
Through endless ages they will
be praising Him, but will never
be able to fully tell forth the
wonders of His love for them, or
how much they really love Him.
Their lives have been forever

changed. They have been deliv-
ered from sin - not yet totally,
but still a real and blessed deliv-
erance. They are not what they
used to be. It's different now.
They can never be the same
again. They have learned to hate
sin and to love righteousness.
Sin is that accursed thing that
slew their Lord and Saviour.
How can they love it any more?
They have learned to suffer for

His sake. They even delight to
suffer for Him. They praise God
when they are accounted worthy
to suffer shame for His name.
By the hundreds of thousands
they have gladly given up all
things, even life itself for Him.
They have gone with joy and
singing into the arena where wild
animals waited hungrily for
them. They have marched with
joy and singing to the stake
where the flames wafted their
soul into the presence of the
Saviour. They have died for
Him, and counted themselves
highly honored and greatly
blessed in being the honor so to
do.
They have served Him hero-

ically and sacrificially and
counted this their dearest joy.
They have left family and home
and gone off to the jungles of the
world to carry the glorious gospel
to the unsaved. They have not
considered it a sacrifice, but rather
their greatest joy to give all into
His service. Yes, my friend,
there are many to whom the suf-
ferings of Christ have and do
mean everything.
But, would you believe it,

strange as it seems there are a
multitude to whom the sufferings
of Christ are as nothing at all.
The sufferings of Christ are the
most important matters of all.
Their hope for all eternity is
based thereupon. Yet, these suf-
ferings mean nothing to them.
Go out on the street, knock on
Many doors, tell the inhabitants
that you are come to tell them
the wonderful story of Jesus and
/Its love. They are not inter-
ested. They do not have time.
Oh, the salesman can come and
make his pitch. The politician
can come and appeal for their
support. The charity collectors
can come and ask for a contribu-
tion. Even the foul mouthed and

The way of the world is to praise dead saints and to persecute living ones.

wicked can come and be wel-
come. But the messenger of the
cross is not welcome at all. Be-
gone, they cry. Get out of my
house and off of my property.
I'll sic my dog on you. Don't
ever come back. Isn't it strange?
Isn't it awful. They must hear of
the sufferings of Christ or go to
hell. We are missionary Baptists
not hard-headed Hardshell
heretics. They must hear the
story of Jesus and His love or go
to hell - and they are not inter-
ested. Oh, how awful! Oh, how
sad. But let us go forth anyway.
Let us ignore their indifference.
Let us bear their scorn and re-
proach. Let us even face their
hatred and persecution if it
comes. When we did not care,
someone cared for us. When we
were not interested, someone was
interested in us. When we would
not pray for ourselves, someone
prayed for us. So let us go forth

telling the old, old story of :Jesus
and His love.
Why are many not interested in

the sufferings of Christ? They
are in love with sin. Christ's
sufferings saves from sin, and
they do not want this salvation.
They are blinded by their sins.
They are blinded by Satan. The
god of this world hath blinded
them lest the light of the glori-
ous gospel of God should shine
unto them. They do not under-
stand that which makes others
most interested in the sufferings
of Christ.
What will be the result of this

lack of interest if persisted in?
Why, eternal hell will be the aw-
ful results. Oh, dear God, thou
hast not yet ceased thy saving

work. Have mercy, my God,
have mercy. Save a multitude
more. Thou hast saved me. Save
others. Dear Saviour, please let
me go forth and tell others of
your sufferings. Dear Saviour,
please use me in the salvation of
others. You used someone, sev-
eral, in my salvation. Now use
me in the salvation of others.
Dear Saviour, no price is too
much, no trial too difficult, no
work to hard, if You will only
use me in the salvation of others.

What do the sufferings of
Christ mean to you, saved
friend? How much do you love
Him who suffered savingly in

your behalf? Are you living a
clean, separated, holy, dedicated
life for His glory? Would you,
as it were, crucify your Saviour
afresh by a sinful and unworthy
life? Are you serving Him, not
to be saved, but out of great
gratitude for salvation? Let us
lay two things side by side: His
suffering for you, your love for

Him - oh what a difference.

Unsaved friend, would you
please consider for a moment the
sufferings of Christ. I urge you
to do so. I plead with you to do
so. For your soul's sake, please
think on these things.

Unsaved friends, see in the
sufferings of Christ your only
hope of salvation. Here, and here
only is there salvation for hell-
deserving sinners. Look unto
Him, my unsaved friend, and be
saved everlastingly. Do this
now. Write us and tell us that
you have trusted the Saviour.
What do the sufferings of Christ
mean to you?

WHY
I CORINTHIANS 12

DOES NOT REFER TO
THE UNIVERSAL CHURCH
by A.W. Pink

For almost ten years after his
regeneration the writer never
doubted that the "body" spoken of
in I Cor. 12 had reference to "The
Church Universal." This was
taught him by those known as
"Plymouth Brethren," which is
found in the notes of the Scofield
Reference Bible, and is widely
accepted by evangelicals and
prophetic students. Not until God
brought him among Southern
Baptists (a high privilege for
which we will ever be deeply
thankful) did he first hear the
above view challenged. But it
was difficult for him to weigh
impartially an exposition which
meant the refutation of a teaching
received from men highly re-
spected, to say nothing of con-
fessing he had held an altogether
erroneous concept so long, and
had allowed himself to read I Cor.
12 (and similar passages) through
other men's spectacles. However,
of late, the writer has been led to
make a prayerful and independent
study of the subject himself with
the result that he is obliged to
renounce his former view as ut-
terly untenable and unscriptural.
The A.V. of I Cor. 12:13 reads

as follows: "For by one Spirit are
we all baptized into the body" --
concerning this we shall have
more to say later on. On I Cor.
12, Scofield, in his Reference
Bible, has this to say: ''Chapter
12 concerns the Spirit in relation
to the body of Christ. This rela-
tion is twofold: (1) The baptism
with the Spirit forms the Body
by uniting believers to Christ,
the risen and glorified Head, and

to each other (vs. 12, 13). The
symbol of the Body, thus formed
is the natural, human body (vs.
12, and, all the analogies are
freely used (vs 14-26). (2) To
each believer is given a spiritual
enablement and capacity for spe-
cific service," etc., in capitalizing
the word "body," Bro. Scofield
unquestionably has in mind "the
Church Universal." Should there
be any doubt upon this point it is
at once dispelled by a reference to
the notes of Scofield on Heb.
12:23: "The true Church, com-
posed of the whole number of re-
generate persons from Pentecost
to the First Resurrection (I Cor.
15:52), united together and to
Christ by the baptism with the
Holy Spirit (Cor. 12:12, 13), is
the Body of which He is the
head." It is to be noted that in
both places the brother speaks of
"the baptism with the Spirit,"
but in I Cor. 12:13 there is no
mention made at all of any bap-
tism "with" the Holy Spirit, ei-
ther in the English or in the
Greek; such is merely a figment
of the imagination.
The R.V. of I Cor. 12:13 reads

thus: "For in one Spirit were we
all baptized into one body." We
believe this is much better and a
more accurate translation of the
Greek than the A.V. rendering.
But we have one fault to find
with R.V. rendering too. The
capitalizing of the word "spirit"
(pneumati) is utterly misleading,
and while it is well nigh impos-
sible to get at the real meaning of
the verse, for the benefit of those
who do not read the N.T. in the
Greek, we may say that in the
language in which the N.T. was

originally written there are no
capital letters used, except at the
beginning of a book or para-
graph. Pneuma is always written
in the Greek with a small "s,"
and it is a question of exposition
and interpretation, not of transla-
tion in any wise, whether a small
"s" or a capital "S" is to be used
each instance where the word for
spirit is used. In many instances
it is translated with a small "s" --
spirit (Matt. 5:3, etc.) In others,
where the Holy Spirit of God is
referred to a capital is rightly
employed. Furthermore the Greek
word pneuma is used not only to

denote sometimes the Holy Spirit
of God, and at others the spirit of
man (as contra-distinguished from
his soul and body, but it is also
employed psychologically; we
read of "the spirit (pneuma) of
meekness" (I Cor. 4:21), and of
"the spirit (pneuma) of cow-
ardice" (II Timothy 1:70, etc.
Again in Phil. 1:27, we read
"stand fast in one spirit." Here
"spirit" has the force of oneness
of thought, accord, object. Note
that in Phi. 1:27 even the trans-
lators of the A.V. have used only
a small "s" for "spirit" - as they
most certainly ought to have
done in I Cor. 12:13. One other
point concerning the Greek: The
preposition translated "by" in I
Cor. 12:13 is "en," which is
translated in the N.T. "among"
114 times, "by" 142, "with" 139,
"on", 1,863 times. Comment is
needless. "In one spirit were we
all baptized" should be the
rendering of I Cor. 12:13. The
"baptism" here is not Holy Spirit
baptism at all, but water bap-
tism. Note: Whenever we read of
"baptism" in the N.T. without
anything in the verse or context
which expressly describes it (as
in Gal. 3:27, Eph. 4:5, etc.) It is
always water baptism which is in
view.
"In one spirit were we all bap-

tized into one body." Into what
body? The "Church Universal" --
or a local church of Christ? We
submit that a careful study of I
Cor. 12 can furnish only one
possible answer -- a local Baptist
church. Note the following
points:

1. The head of the "body" de-
scribed here in I Cor. 12 is seen
to be on earth -- vs. 16, 17. Now
it would be utterly incongruous
to represent the Head of the
mystical, universal church
(supposing such a thing existed
which as yet it certainly does not)
as on earth, for the Head of that
church which, in the future, will
be the universal church of Christ,
is in Heaven. The universal
church will there assemble (See
Heb. 12:22-24). But it is
perfectly fitting to represent in
the illustration of the human
body the head of the local
churches on earth, for wherever a
local N.T. church assembles for
worship or to transact business
for Christ, He is in their midst
(Matt. 18:20).

2. In I Cor. 12:22, 23, we read
of members of the body which
seem to be "more feeble," and of
those "less honorable," and of
"uncomely" parts of members.
Now such characteristics of
members of the human body ac-
curately illustrates the differences
which exist between the spiritual
states of various members in a
local assembly, but the illustra-
tion of the "body" here fails
completely if the "Church
Universal" is in view for when
the Church Universal meets in
heaven every member of it will
be "like Christ," fashioned into
the body of glory," and such
comparisons are "more feeble,"

"less honorable," "uncomely
members" will forever be a thing
of the past!
3. In I Cor. 12:24 the apostle

speaks of what God has done in
order that there should be. no
schism in the body (vs. 25). Now
let any impartial reader ask, in
what body is a schism (division)
possible? Certainly First-Born
assembles in heaven, glorified,
"not having spot or wrinkle or
anything," there will be no
"schism" there. But in the church
which the apostle is contemplat-
ing in I Cor. 12 there was
"schism" (see I Cor. 11:18 etc.)
Therefore it is proof that it is the
local church and not the Church
Universal which is in view in I
Cor. 12.
4. In I Cor. 12:26 we read "and

whether one member suffer, all
the members suffer with it; or
one member is honored, all the
members rejoice with it." Now is
this true of a Universal Church?
Certainly not. Is it true that
whenever a believer in Christ in
India or China (of whom I have

never heard) "suffers" that "all the
membets," all the believers in
America "suffer" with it or him?
Certainly often in experience,
that when one member of a local
church "suffers" all the members
of that local church suffer, too.
We must refrain from adding fur-
ther arguments.

Sufficient has been advanced,
we trust, to prove that the "body"
referred to in I Cor. 12:13 is a
local church, and that the "human
body" is here used to illustrate
the mutual dependence and rela-
tionship existing between its
members. From this established
and incontrovertible fact several
conclusions follow.

First, the "baptism" by which
one enters "into" a N.T. church is
water baptism, for the Holy
Spirit does not "baptize" anybody
into a local assembly.
Second, no matter what our

nationality -- Jew or Gentile no
matter what our social standing -
slave or freeman -- all the mem-
bers of the local church have been
baptized "in one spirit," that is,
in one mind, purpose, accord, and
there is therefore oneness of aim
for them to follow, oneness of
responsibility to discharge. Fur-
thermore, they are said to "drink
of one spirit," that is, they one
and all appropriate (symbolized
by "drink") this oneness of spirit.
Third, there is only one way of

entrance into a local church of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and that is by
"baptism" scripturally performed
by a scripturally qualified and
scripturally authorized
administrator, for we read "in one
spirit we all are baptized into one
body." It therefore follows that
none save those who have been
scripturally "baptized" have en-
tered "into" a N.T. church, all
others being members of nothing
but man-made institutions. Hence
the tremendous importance of
"keeping the ordinances" as they
have been delivered by Christ
Himself to His churches.
The writer would apologize for

writing at such length (he has
condensed as much as he possibly
could) but cherishes the hope that
his own personal confession with
which he began this article will
exercise others to search the
Scriptures more diligently and to
"prove all things" for themselves,
not accepting the teaching of any
man, no matter who he may be.
Brethren, let us covet to be
"Bereans."
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True love can best be recognized by the fact that it thrives under circumstances which would blast anything else into small pieces.

The Baptist Examiner Forum I
SUBMIT QUESTIONS ON ANY BIBLE SUBJECT
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I did not see but one Forum with only two answers in the
July 23rd issue. Would you consider a Ladies' Forum with
questions geared to the women? (Editor's note: See what
you men who do not send in your answers get me into?)

JOHN PRUITT
Rt. 1 Bar 452-B
Wilhinrson,
GA. 30292

PASTOR
W. Griffin

Baptist Church
Griffin, GA.

The apostle Paul has often
been accused of being a woman
hater because of his teaching in
the New Testament on the
woman's place. These accusa-
tions usually come from people
who have not studied the life of
this beloved apostle, have not
studied the Bible's teaching on
the woman's place, and/or do not
believe what they have read on
either of the above.
The truth is that Paul held a

very high regard for women. He
had great respect and admiration
for godly women. In Romans 16
he takes time (under the inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit) to men-
tion several women by name
whom he recognized as being
faithful servants of the Lord and
helpers of his own ministry. In
his first letter to the Corinthian
church he very lovingly and
kindly deals with the needs of
women in various circumstances.
(See I Corinthians seven), while
in the eleventh chapter instruct-
ing women as to their responsi-
bility to wear a symbol of sub-
jection upon their head in the as-
sembly.
My point is this: God has used

women throughout the ages in
His work and service. Several
women played a very important
part not only in Paul's personal
ministry, but in the Lord's work
in general. I might also call your
attention to the many great
women in the Old Testament.
There are almost 180 mentioned
by name, who are spoken of in a
favorable way. I further believe
that women should and do play
an important part in the Lord's
work today, and shame on the
pastor or church who would re-
strict the woman's role in the
work of Christ beyond the
restrictions clearly stated in God's
Word. The Word of God has
plainly set the boundaries of their
services, and He will certainly be
glorified in their work as long as
it is within His bounds. Of
course this also applies to men.
We should remember that godly
women are not the servants of
man, but of Christ. This seems
to be the attitude of some Bap-
tists.
I personally have no objec-

tions, nor do I see anything
wrong with a woman having a
part in a printed ministry as long
as she remains within the bound-
aries of her God given place of
honor. I may call attention to
Titus 2:3-5; "The aged
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women likewise that they
be in behavior as becometh
holiness, not false ac-
cusers, not given to much
wine, teachers of good
things; That they may
teach the young women to
be sober, to love their
husbands, to love their
children, to be discreet,
chaste keepers at home,
good, obedient to their
own husbands, •that the
word of God be not blas-
phemed." This does not con-
flict with I Timothy 2:9-15, (I
leave you to compare the two
passages) but rather provides us
with a well balanced picture of
the women's place in the min-
istry of the Word of God and the
churches of Christ. It would be
delightful and refreshing to see
T.B.E. take on such a challenge.
I know some women that I feel
are qualified, and would do a very
good job in answering questions
geared to women. I would not be
in favor of women writing ser-
mons.
Though I feel that this question

was probably directed toward the
editor,I thank him and you for the
opportunity to express my opin-
ion on the matter.

SAM
WILSON
1490 North
Spring St.

Gladwin, MI
48624

PASTOR
Gtace

Baptist Church
Gladwin, MI.

Let me begin this answer with
a statement of fact. I have noth-
ing to do with what goes into the
Baptist Examiner. The Baptist
Examiner is a missionary work
of Calvary Baptist Church. What
goes into the Examiner is decided
by that church. It would not be
up to me to decide the answer to
this question. I will give an
opinion a little later on.
I also state that as best I can

remember, I have never missed
having a forum answer. I am
thankful that God has placed me
in the ministry full time. This
makes things like answering fo-
rum questions much easier. I
sympathize with my Forum
partners who have to work as
well as pastor. I would urge them
to make every possible effort to
get their answers in to the editor.
I know that this is one of the
most read parts of The Baptist
Examiner. I know that I look
forward to reading what the other
writers have to say about Bible
questions. I know that I have
learned much and been helped
much by reading their answers.
We sometimes will discuss the
answers in the Forum at church.
The Forum is a great help to
many people.
I would also urge readers to

pray much for Forum writers.
You have no idea how difficult a
job answering these questions can

be. Many times it does not mat-
ter what answer you give, you
know that there are going to be
people upset with your answer. It
requires more time than you
might think to answer these
questions. I have found that
questions that look easy, often
turn out to be very difficult. Pray
for these men, we would greatly
appreciate it.
Let me now give an opinion

on the question asked. I know of
no reason such a Forum could
not be in The Baptist Examiner.
By that, I mean a Scriptural rea-
son. It would be hard to get
enough questions that were just
geared to women. The editor has
a hard time getting enough ques-
tions for the two Forums now in
the paper. Verses that deal with
women teaching men would not
apply here, because we are not in
church. Any person who believes
in women Sunday School teach-
ers should have no problem with
this at all. There is nothing
wrong with a woman teaching a
man outside of the church. I
know many women who could
help a lot of men on their theol-
ogy. I repeat however, that this
is not my decision. I do not have
an opinion on whether or not
there should be such a Forum in
The Examiner. I leave that in the
capable hands of Editor Joe Wil-
son and the Calvary Baptist
Church. If you would like such a
Forum, then write and tell him.
May God bless you all.

CLYDE T.
EVERMAN

108 Burdsall Ave.
Ft. Mitchell, Ky.

41017

DEACON
Calvary

Baptist Church
.Ashland, KY.

The Scripture teaches that God
has given the men the responsi-
bility and privilege of teaching
the Word in the church. As The
Baptist Examiner is a mission
work of Calvary Baptist Church
to all people, both men and
women, it would seem that it is
best that men be used in the fo-
rums. It is true that women are to
teach other women (Titus 2:3,4),
but as T.B.E. has a teaching
mission for all the people, I do
not believe it would be in the
best interest of all concerned to
have a forum only for women
written by women. I fear there
would be much opposition to
such a forum from the readers and
supporters of T.B.E. In a mini
poll which I took (twelve in
number). I found fifty percent
opposed the idea, while less than
two percent were for it. Then
there is the question, "Are there
enough Bible questions that ap-
ply to women only, and if so,
would the women feel free to an-
swer such questions publically as
in T.B.E.?"

It is true that we men on the
forums have become Careless,

lazy or just busy at other things,
and fail to meet the deadline for
getting in our answers. I confess
n is to our shame, that we fail in
such an important responsibility
and if we continue to fail in this,
there is only one thing that
Brother Joe can do and that is to
replace us with men who will
meet the deadline.
My opinion is that the forums

should be left as is, only that we
writers must get busy and see
that our answers are in every is-
sue of T.B.E.

CROSS
(Continued from Page 1)

the inevitable and undeniable and
indisputable fact that the vast
majority of the population of this
country and the world not only
have no hope, but never will
perhaps have any.
I do not mean to sound pes-

simistic, for I am an optimistic
person. I believe, of course, that
every one that God gave to Jesus
Christ in the covenant of
redemption will, without the loss
of a single one, come to know
Jesus Christ as Lord and Master
and Saviour. On the other hand,
I know that we, as God's chil-
dren, have a tremendous and awe-
some responsibility to get the
gospel to the masses. We must
assume this responsibility that is
incumbent upon us as children of
God and certainly as ministers of
the gospel of Jesus Christ.
The preaching of the gospel is

an awesome responsibility.
During this conference I have
heard one particular text referred
to a number of times and that is
Revelation chapter 2. You know
the Lord Jesus Christ had
something against the Ephesian
church and He said, "You have
lost your first love,' > and then
commanded that church to repent
and do her first works with a
threat that if they did not, He
would come and remove His
candlestick out of its place. He
did not say that He would merely
remove the candlestick, but that
He would remove the candlestick
out of its place.
I believe that in God's econ-

omy every New Testament
church occupies a unique position
and if that church gets out of line
or refuses to assume its
responsibility, then the Lord will
remove that church from its
position and put one in, because
the ranks will be filled.
I believe, also, that every child

of God occupies a unique posi-
tion in God's economy and if we
do not assume the responsibility
that belongs to each of us, then
God will remove us, and put us
on the shelf, and put someone in
our place that will assume that
responsibility. The responsibil-
ity that I have particular reference
to is the proclamation of the
gospel of Jesus Christ on the part
of the churches, and the personal
witnessing on the part of
individual Christians, to every
person that we encounter.
I believe that if I know Jesus

Christ as my kinsman redeemer, I
should delight in telling others
the gladsome story of how Jesus
Christ redeems men. This
evening let us notice that Jesus,
Christ and the cross is the hope
of the world.
In our text, the Apostle Paul

declares that Jesus Christ is the
power of God. I take the posi-
tion that Christianity must stand
or fall in the Person of Jesus
Christ, and Jesus Christ is the
Person of this hope. He is the
hope of the hopeless.

I am going to say a number of
things about the person of Jesus
Christ. I realize that we need to
discuss; we need to preach; we
need to exalt; we need to tell the
people how that Jesus Christ died
for our sins; that He was buried
and the third day arose again. But
we also need to tell them that in
order for Him to die He must also
live. I believe, therefore, in the
complete and entire substitution-
ary death, but I also believe in
the substitutionary life of Jesus
Christ as well. I not only be-
lieve that Jesus Christ died for
my sin but I also believe, and
teach, that He lived for me and
that the righteousness which He
wrought out is the very righ-
teousness that God demands, and
that the law demands, but that the
law cannot confirm. So when we
are saved, we have the assurance
of sins forgiven and of having
been redeemed. Then, of courses.
we have the righteousness of God
and this is what the law demands.
We read: "That the righ-
teousness of the law
might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit"
(Rom. 8:4). Jesus Christ, as I
have already said, is man's only
hope. He is the power of God. I
want us to notice His life as well
as His death this evening. Both
are absolutely necessary. I believe
that Jesus Christ has a nature that
is divine. That is, He was di-
vine. He is God.
He was "God manifested in the

flesh" and this is a tremendous
mystery. "And without
controversy great is the
mystery of godliness: God
was manifest in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit,
seen of angels, preached
unto the Gentiles, believed
on in the world, received
up into glory" (I Tim. 3:16).
On the other hand, I believe He

actually lived in a human body
and that He suffered in the flesh
and that He was tempted as a man
- that He was not tempted
according to Matthew 4 and Luke
4 as God, but that He was
tempted as a man. In James 1:13
we are told that "God cannot
be tempted with evil, nei-
ther tempteth he any man."
Therefore, Jesus was tempted

as a man. Jesus Christ was so
human that He could go to
Canaan and Galilee and enjoy the
wedding festivities that were tak-
ing place but at the same time He
was so divine that when the wine
was exhausted, He turned the wa-
ter into wine. See John 2.
I believe with all of my heart

that the water was not just dis-
colored, but that the water actu-
ally became wine, and that it was
intoxicating wine. If you study
that passage closely enough you
will note that the governor was
complimented by the guests on
the fact that he had saved the best
for the last. Now the reason for
that custom, was that in the be-
ginning you were supposed to
take the best wine and become
slightly intoxicated and the gov-
ernor of the feast could pawn off
on them the bad wine and they
wouldn't know the difference.
Therefore, they complimented
him and said you have saved the
best for the last.
I want you to notice another

thing. Jesus was so human that
He grew weary at sea. According
to Mark, He grew so weary that
He went down into the hinder
part of the ship, and went to
sleep. His body was tired. He
was exhausted and, thus He went

(Continued on Page 5, Col. 2)
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We should never listen to ill of a friend, or speak ill of an enemy

The Baptist Examiner Forum II
SUBMIT QUESTIONS ON ANY BIBLE SUBJECT

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER--P.O. BOX 60--ASHLAND, KENTUCKY 41105-0060

Explain II Kings 24:8 and II Chronicles 36:9 as to the age
of Jehoiachin when he began to reign.

JAMES 0.
WILMOTH

1747 Fullington Rd.
Toledo, OH 43614

TEACHER
Cnace
Baptist
Church

Toledo, OH

Jehoiachin was a king of Ju-
dah. He was an evil king as was
his father, Jehoiakim. The two
Scriptures in question state that
he was eight or eighteen when he
began to reign. Just looking at
these two verses, we immediately
see that for which many people
search and search. An apparent
error. I cannot explain it. I have
searched through writings of
Henry, Baxter, Graves and
Barnes, as well as a few
dictionaries and encyclopedias and
the only one to mention these
two verses is Barnes. In his notes
on II Chronicles 36:9, he does
not comment, but simply refers
to II Kings 24:8. My immediate
answer is found in the New Tes-
tament. "All scripture is
given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction
in righteousness: That the
Man of God may be per-
fect, thoroughly furnished
Unto all good works" (II
Tim. 3:16-17).
The Scriptures indicate that the

age of eighteen is the correct age.
There are two reasons for this
statement. First, we find that
there is an indication that the
king, Jehoiachin was married.
"And he carried away Je-
hoiachin to Babylon, and
the king's mother, and the
king's wives, and his offi-
cers, and the mighty of the
land, those carried he into
captivity from Jerusalem
to Babylon" (II Kings 24:15).
The second reason is that he had
Children . "Is this man Co-
niah a despised broken
idol? is he a vessel
Wherein is no pleasure?
Wherefore are they cast
nut, he and his seed, and
are cast into a land which
they know not?" (Jeremiah
22:28). Jehoiachin, whose name
Was changed to Coniah, and his
seed were cast out of their land
together.
JehOiaehin Terriained- a prisoner

for thirty-seven years in Babylon.
When he was released, he -was
Still recognized as king of Judah,
a, nd was given a continual al-
lowance all the days of his life.
This account is recorded in II
Kings 25:27-30.
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There's not a whole lot to dis-
cuss concerning these two verses.

While II Kings 24:8 states that
Jehoiachin was eighteen years
old, II Chronicles 36:9 states that
he was eight years old. There
seems to be some sort of a con-
tradiction here. It would seem
that an early scribe probably
made a mistake of ten years in
copying one of these two books.
Anyway, the evidence in II Kings
24:15 seems to bear this out. It
speaks of his wives, it is quite
unreasonable to think that an
eight year old boy would have
wives.
I hope my fellow writers can

give you more help than I can
here.
JAMES A. CRACE
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I believe the Bible was verbally
inspired by God. It is made up of
66 different boas that were
written over a 1500 year period
by different men at different
times, concerning a multitude of
subjects; yet its theme and teach-
ing are unified throughout the
entire work! The men that wrote
the Bible did so under direct in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit. It is
the infallible Word of God. No
mistakes, no contradictions, per-
fect in every sense. The King
James Version was carefully
translated in 1611 from ancient
copies that had been diligently
compared with others. This is
where some of the little errors
come from in translation from
the original tongue, or in copy-
ing from other copies. I believe
the two verses in this question
are an example of what I mean.,
The Old Testament was written
primarily in Hebrew. The Hebrew
word for "eight" in II Chr. 36:9
is the same word for "eight" II
Ki. 24:8 "shem-o-neh." But, in II
Ki. 24:8 there is another word
used in connection with "shem-o-
neh" that is, "asar." According to
Hebrew scholars when "asar" is
used in combination with another
number it means ten. Thus
"shemonah-asar" = eighteen.
God did not inspire the tran-

scribers or translators, and al-
lowed a few errors in the copies
and translations from the original
(for His own reasons), but the
truth and the teachings of the
Bible remain intact. Don't be
alarmed, God has empowered and
used copies and translations to
save and guide His elect for
thousands of years, and will con-
tinue to do so until His Son re-
turns and we shall all know for
sure how old Jehoiachin was
when he began to reign.

CROSS
(Continued from Page 4)

to sleep. His divinity was seen
when the storm began to rage and
the waves began to mount higher
and higher until they got into the

ship. It is a fearful thing for a
ship as small as that one was, to
be in the sea. It says that one of
the disciples went down and
awoke the Master and asketh Him
the question, ..."carest thou
not that we perish? (Mark
4:38).

Jesus, of course, reprimanded
them for their lack of faith and
stood on deck and lifted the hands
that were soon to be nailed to
Calvary's cross and spoke peace
to the raging storm. The waves
quickly and immediately subsided
and became still. I say therefore
this evening that He can still the
raging storm at sea. He can still
the raging storm in the hearts of
lost and alien sinners. He can
calm the fevered brow. He can
speak peace to the troubled mind
and to the troubled heart. Every
person that has been saved, first
became rather disturbed and often
times emotionally upset. The
Word of God is preached and sud-
denly they come to see them-
selves as being helpless, hope-
less, lost and on the road to hell.
A storm begins to rage in their
hearts. This storm engulfs their
entire being until after awhile,
perhaps days, I've seen men when
they have been forced to cry out,
"What in the world can I do?"

I have always tried to be honest
with people and tell them the ab-
solute truth. I have taken the
Word of God and read John 6 to
them. I have suddenly seen the
storm that was reflected in their
faces (because faces are the mir-
rors of human hearts) become
calm and- the turmoil all vanish,
and they suddenly became still
and quiet because Jesus Christ,
the divine Son of God, had spo-
ken peace to their troubled souls
and had given them the assurance
that they belonged to Him.
Jesus was so human He sat

down on Jacob's well. He was
weary from His long day's jour-
ney--traveling the dusty roads of
Judea; climbing the mountain
sides and leaving His footprints
upon the sands of time. This
man was God manifested in the
flesh, and yet being so human He
sat down and was resting on the
curb of Jacob's well. He was so
divine that when the woman
came from Samaria to draw water
from this well to quench her
thirst He gave unto her the water
of life. She, became so thrilled
and overjoyed at having come
face to face with a sovereign God
that she forgot her errand and left
her water pot and went back into
the city and said: "Come, see a
man, which told me all
things that ever I did: is
not this the Christ?" (John
4:29).
Jesus Christ revealed to this

poor lost and alienated sinner
something that He had never re-
vealed to another human being
and He did this when she said to
Him: "...know that Messias
cometh, which is called
Christ: when he is come,
he will tell us all things,
Jesus saith unto her, I that
speak unto thee am he"

(John 4:25,26).
He did not tell it to the priest,

to the kings or nobles but He re-
vealed His Messiahship to this
lonely and lowly woman of
Samaria.
I say again that Jesus Christ is

man's only hope and this poor
woman came to this well to get
the water that quenches man's
natural thirst, but Jesus Christ
revealed who He was, and who
He is. He gave her the water of
life and she went on her way re-
joicing.

Jesus Christ was so human
that He stood in the garden where
Lazarus' body reposed and the
saddest verse in the Bible is
where we are told that He wept.
When God's people have been
beaten down into the dust of the
earth, and despondency has
grabbed hold of their hearts, and
they have been made to cry out in
their hopelessness, and in their
despair because a loved one has
passed away, Jesus Christ whis-
pers peace to them and calms
them. God speaks to the hearts
of His people when they are in
deep sorrow. You notice that
Martha and Mary, the sisters of
Lazarus, were weeping and the
neighbors and friends were weep-
ing and it says in verse 35
"Jesus wept."

This one little verse containing
only two words has resounded
around this earth and has been a
comfort in the storms of life. It
has calmed the raging storms that
often times breaks our hearts and
our souls.
Every tear that has fallen from

an eye of a child of God, Jesus
Christ has seen. Jesus sees us in
our worst moments and in our
best moments because Jesus
Christ is our constant compan-
ion. He is our sufferer. He is
our divine helper. Jesus Christ is
our blessed kinsmen Redeemer
and understands all of our sorrows
and all of our troubles.
Let me tell you this evening,

here stands a preacher that speaks
out of bitter experience. I have
been beaten down time after time.
Sometimes young preachers don't
think of the preachers who have
been preaching for 30 or 40 years
as ever having trouble and sor-
row. Brother, I've had it, I know
what it means to suffer. I know
what it means to be beaten down
until I reach up with hands that
seemingly cling to the very gar-
ments of the divine Son of God,
and beg for mercy, and for divine
assistance, and never let go like
Jacob of old, until God blesses
me.
And so there in the silent city

of the dead the tears of Jesus
trickle down His face and sparkle
like diamonds in the sun, and
they fell upon the ground in that
sacred place, and forever hallowed
and sanctified the place where
they fell, for here were the tears
of the Redeemer. He was so
divine, bless God, that He stood
there and said, "Lazarus,' come
forth." And Lazarus arose from
the dead and walked out of that
grave and Jesus said, "Loose
him and let him go." You
can readily see that Jesus Christ
is the power of God.
You know Jesus was so human

on Calvary's cross, He was then
drinking the last bitter dregs of
the wrath of Almighty God, and
I'll tell you every sin of every
elect of God of every age was
thrust upon Jesus Christ.
God charged Jesus Christ with

my sins--every sin that I ever
committed, or ever shall commit
He charged Him with all of the
sins of all of His elect. Some of
them were the vilest sins that I

could ever imagine. He charged
Him with the sin of murder and
rape and everything that God's
elect practice or commit in their
life or shall ever commit. Jesus
Christ took His people's place on
Calvary's cross according to
Matthew 27:46.
He cried out with a loud cry,

"My God, my God, why
hast thou forsaken me?"
Jesus Christ was tasting death for
His people. He was bearing His
people's sins. The earth had been
cloaked in darkness. The sun had
gone down at the noon hour and
the quietness could almost be
heard, but there came that one cry
from Calvary's cross, "M y
God."

It is heart rending when you
think how the Creator of this
universe according to Colossians
1:15 made the world for Himself,
and nothing consists without
Him, and yet He died like a
common criminal upon the cross.
He cried, "My God, why hast
thou forsaken me?" He was
so divine in the blackness of that
hour when that old thief who had
experienced the repentance that
God gave, said, "Lord, re-
member me when thou
comest into thy kingdom"
(Luke 23:42), and Jesus said,
"Today shalt thou be with
me in paradise."
Jesus was so human that He

cried out upon the cross, "I
thirst" and they gave Him
vinegar mixed with gall to drink
and He refused to drink it. He
was so divine that He dismissed
His own spirit. In Luke 23:46
He said, "Father, into thy
hands I commend my
spirit."

Fellowship had been temporar-
ily severed. It had been inter-
rupted but was now restored be-
cause Jesus Christ had paid the
debt. He met the fierce demands
of the law. He paid the debt for
every one of His people. He had
paid for their sins and so now
fellowship was restored.
"Father, into thy hands I
commend spirit." Thus the
ground of our hope is in the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Without Calvary we would
have no hope. The Apostle Paul
said in Ephesians 2:12 and 13
that without Christ men have no
hope. I tell you the masses of
this earth have no hope. Even
the elect of God that does not
have the assurance of salvation
within himself, has no hope be-
cause you cannot know that you
are an elect of God until you be-
lieve. Election is unto faith ac-
cording to II Thessalonians 2:13.
Election is unto obedience, I Pe-
ter 1:2. Election is unto holi-
ness, Ephesians 1:4. No man
has a right to say that he is an
elect of God who lives in open
rebellion against Him. I say to
you, no man has any hope until
he knows Jesus Christ as his
personal Kinsman and Redeenler,
or until the Son of God has been
crowned in his heart as the King
of kings, and Lord or lords.
Without Calvary justice could
never have been satisfied. Jesus
died in satisfying the justice of
God. You and I could go to hell
and live throughout the endless
ages of a never-ending eternity,
but we could never satisfy jus-
tice. Jesus satisfied the justice of
God, meeting the fierce demands
of the law of God, and satisfied it
all, and in doing so, satisfied

(Continued on Page 6, Col. 1)
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CROSS
(Continued from Page 5)

Himself.
In Isaiah 53:11, you will no-

tice: "He shall see of the
travail of his soul, and

shall be satisfied." Notice
this. I tell you the sword of di-
vine justice was sheathed when
Jesus Christ died upon Calvary's
cross but it was all gory and red
with the blood of the Son of God
as it pierced His side. God said,
"I am satisfied," and Jesus said, "I
am satisfied." And you and I
when we stand in His presence
will also say, "We are satisfied."
Without Calvary, there could

not have been an empty tomb.
Without an empty tomb man is
without hope. The Apostle Paul
said in I Corinthians 15:17,
"And if Christ be not
raised, your faith is vain."
And in the next verse he said,
"Them they also which are
fallen asleep in Christ are
perished."
Then in the next verse he said,

"If in this . life only we
have hope in Christ, we
are of all men most miser-
able" (I Cor. 15:19). But then
in verse 20, he raises to the
heights and says, "But now is
Christ risen from the dead,
and become the firstfruits
of them that slept."
There came a time when the

women went to visit the tomb
and there the angel sat and said,
"I know whom ye seek.
Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth.
He is not here. He is
risen as he said." And Jesus
burst asunder the powers of death,
arose triumphant and victorious
over hell and the grave and said,
"I have in my hands the
keys of death, the keys of
the grave, and the keys of
hell, I am alive forever
more." He lives today. I
know that He lives because He
lives within my heart. Without
Calvary there could not have been
an empty tomb.
In Romans 1:4 He was,

"...declared to be the Son
of God with power,
according to the spirit of
holiness, by the resurrec-
tion from the dead."
He conquered death. He over-

came death. He made a laughing
stock of hell. He conquered death
and arose from the dead. I tell
you, I have a hope in the resur-
rection. When they take this old
carcass of mine out to the silent
city of the dead I don't want the
preacher to stand there and try to
eulogize. I want him to say that
here is a man that died because of
sin. Sin is a thing that brought
both physical and spiritual death
into this world, but I also want
that man to tell the people there
is going to come a day when the
divine Son of God is going to
call for Wayne Cox and I am go-
ing to rise from the grave. I am
going to look back to that yawn-
ing chasm that once contained all
that was mortal of me and I am
going to shout the gladsome
song, "Oh, death, where is
thy sting, oh grave, where
is thy victory?" I am going
to rise to meet the Lord in the
air. I Thessalonians 4:13-17.
Jesus Christ is going to reign

on this earth one of these days
until the last enemy has been de-
stroyed. The whole earth has
been redeemed by Jesus Christ.
He bought this earth and paid for
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it. He is going to come one day
to claim it. He is going to claim
it and He is going to purge it.
He is going to purify it and He is
going to reign until the last en-
emy has been destroyed. You
know death is an enemy. I hate
death. Death is a terrible thing.
Death is an awful thing and
leaves a vacuum in the heart of
those who have lost loved ones.
But Jesus is going to reign until
the last enemy is destroyed. I
Corinthians 15:26 says, "the
last enemy that shall be
destroyed is death."
He is going to banish every

foe. He is going to destroy every
enemy. He is going to hand back
this old earth to God as perfect,
actually, more perfect, having
reclaimed more than Adam ever
lost. You and I are going to
stand before Him. We are going
to 'take what few crowns or re-
wards that we may have and gen-
tly lay them at the feet of Jesus
Christ and we're going to sing
the gladsome song, "To God Be
The Glory."
Are you saved tonight? Do

you know Jesus Christ? Is He
your hope? Do you know Him?
Really know Him? I believe that
every soul that is saved knows
Jesus. Do you know Him?
(copied from 11-21-70 issue

TBE)

PREACHERS
(Continued from Page 1)

but whom the Lord commendeth
(II Cor. 10:17-18).
But there were false prophets

among the people, even as there
shall be false teachers among you
(Read II Peter 2:1-3).
For the time will come when

they will not endure sound doc-
trine. But shall heap to them-
selves teachers having itching
ears. For such are false apostles,
deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of
Christ. And no marvel, for Satan
himself is transformed into an
angel of light. Therefore, it is no
great thing if His ministers also
be transformed as the ministers of
righteousness; whose end shall be
according to their works.
To preach works for salvation

is to preach a false way; plainly,
a false doctrine. Ephesians 2:8
teaches plainly that we are saved
by grace through faith. "Now to
him that worketh is the
reward not reckoned of
grace, but of debt" (Romans
4:4).
Those that believe they can

save themselves, or help save
themselves, cannot be saved by
the grace of God until and unless
God leads them to know that they
are completely helpless and to
believe that Jesus Christ is the
Son of God the Saviour of all
who come to Him for salvation;
repenting and believing, that only
through the blood of Jesus Christ
they may be saved. Phillip
preached Jesus to the Eunuch.
Peter preached Jesus to the
household of Cornelius. Paul and
Silas preached Jesus to the jailer.
"Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and thou shall be
saved and thy house" (Acts
16:31). There are many false
doctrines being taught. Salvation
by works is the worst. If any
man preach any other
gospel unto you than that
ye have received, let him
be accursed (Galatians 1:9).
Salvation is of the Lord. Believe
it and give God the glory.
"This is a faithful say-

ing, and worthy of all ac-
ceptation, that Christ Je-

sus came into the world to
save sinners; of whom I
am chief". (I Tim. 1:15). The
apostle Paul is saying that Christ
Jesus saves blasphemers,
persecutors, the worst of sinners
without help from the sinners.

It was said to a lost sinner,
"why not let the Lord save you."
He replied, "I will not let the
Lord save me." The answer to
him was, "Then you will go to
hell." His answer was, "No, I
will not let the Lord save me and
I will not let the Lord send me to
hell." If any part of salvation was
of men I would agree.
Only the elect come to God for

salvation. He draws them to Him
by His Spirit (John 6:44). Those
who come will in no wise be cast
out. He gives unto them eternal
life. They shall never perish
(John 10:28).
"Unto Him that loved us, and

washed us from our sins in his
own blood" (Rev. 1:5). He that
glorieth, let him glory in the
Lord. Grace be with them that
love our Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity.

EASTER
(Continued from Page 1)

is said here. Also feel free to dis-
cuss this with me at any time.
As to the word "Easter", it is

of pagan origin as is the holiday
itself. Of the 17 translations
which I have, only the King
James Version translates the
Greek word, "pascha" in Acts
12:4, "Easter." The word means
"passover". This was so trans-
lated because of the Church of
England's influence upon the
translators. This holiday, among
others, is completely pagan in
origin, has been preserved by the
Catholics, and adopted by the
Protestants. Real Baptists are
not Protestants, for they are the
church that Jesus Christ started
and to which He promised perpe-
tuity. Let us note that Easter is
truly pagan and without any Bib-
lical support whatsoever. Like
pagan xmas it goes against the
teachings of the Bible, and there-
fore gives no glory to God.
The Easter season includes the

following: Mardi Gras, Ash
Wednesday, Lent, Good Friday,
and Easter. These are not Bibli-
cal, but Pagan and Catholic. To
find more of the origin of these
pagan holidays, you need go no
further than your home encyclo-
pedia or your local library. These
pagan holidays are celebrated with
much worldliness, religious (man
made) festivities, revelry, drunk-
enness, lying, parties, and pro-
fane observances. Let us look at
good Friday briefly.
"For as Jonas was three

days and three nights in
the whale's belly; so shall
the Son of man be three
days and three nights in
the heart of the earth"
(Matt.12:40). The four accounts
of the resurrection of Christ show
that He was raised before day
light of the first day of the week.
Biblical days were evening and
morning and began at 6:00 P.M.
Such a day is 24 hours. Three
days and three nights are 72
hours. When Jesus died for the
sins of His people, He was buried
before the Sabbath, which was a
high Sabbath because it was the
first day of the feast of unleav-
ened bread. He died on Wednes-
day. He was buried at 6:00 P.M.
just as that day ended and as
Thursday began. He arose at the
same hour on Saturday just as the
first day of the week began. He

was therefore, in the grave 72
hours. How could Christ then,
have died on Friday?
Jesus Christ rose from the

dead, and thus conquered death
once for all for all His people.
That is why His people meet and
Worship Him on the first day of
the week, not once a year. That
is why true Baptists do not go
along with the great whore and
her harlot daughters with such
things as the above, or such
things as changing the name of
the goddess Ishtar to Easter. They
also do not go along with chang-
ing Tammuz's birthday to xmas
and pretending it is the birthday
of Christ. They do not go along
with colored eggs and xmas trees
either. What do eggs have to do
with the resurrection of Christ,
and what does an xmas tree have
to do with the birth of Christ?
Well, I guess that if you lie to
your children about rabbits laying
eggs (colored eggs at that), you
might as well lie to them about
"Satan Claws" , Easter bonnets,
exchanging gifts, hot cross buns,
yule logs, sunrise services,
mistletoe, and on and on.
"Beware lest any man

spoil you through philos-
ophy and vain deceit, after
the traditions of men, after
the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ" (Col.
2:8). "That if thou shalt
confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that
God hath raised him from
the dead, thou shalt be
saved." (Rom.10:9).
Worship the Lord Jesus Christ

and Him only every Lord's day.

TAKING
(Continued from Page 1)

among themselves, which
of them it was that should
do this thing. And there
was also a strife among
them, which of them
should be accounted the
greatest." These were about to
see who was the least and a
traitor. Perhaps this strife came
up because each was seeking to
justify himself as not being the
guilty party. Here our Lord
teaches that the chief among
them shall be the servant. "He
riseth from supper, and
laid aside his garments;
and took a towel, and
girded himself. After that
he poureth water into a
basin, and began to wash
the disciples feet, and to
wipe them with the towel
wherewith he was girded."
The meaning of the lesson is told
(13:1516) "For I have given
you an example, that ye
should do as I have done
you. Verily,verily, I say
unto you, The servant is
not greater than his Lord;
neither he that is sent
greater than he that sent
him." It was at this point in
time in the upper room, that Ju-
das was identified as the betrayer
of Christ. He hastily departed to
walk no more with the twelve.
Judas was an antichrist and as
such would and could have no
part in the supper of unity that
was now about to take place.
"And he took the cup and

gave thanks." In the human
realm it pleases men to leave God
out of the picture. With man,
"God is not in all his
thoughts" For none will seek
after God. In the human realm
men deal with what is termed as
"give and take situations." For

example we are told that marriage
is a "give and take" proposition.
We are to give of ourselves what
we are not accustomed to giving
because we are made aware of our
own selfishness by not doing so.
We take what we are not accus-
tomed to taking and hold our
peace. A wife or a husband often
takes one another's verbal abuse
or oddities with silence to pre-
serve harmony in the home. In
some cases the wife may take or
tolerate the husband leaving tools
or clothes lying around the
house; or the husband may toler-
ate a few extra dishes in the sink,
etc. This is the human or physi-
cal realm. There is also a spiri-
tual realm, and likewise since the
dawn of man, man has believed
that the so called "man upstairs"
deals also in give and take situa-
tions. The opinion is, you give
your heart to God and He'll take
it. You give "of the fruit of the
ground an offering unto the Lord"
or come into the presence of God
in the manner you so desire, so
long as you are sincere in giving
of yourself whatsoever you may
choose, and He'll take it. Give
him ritualized prayers on beads
and wheels and He'll take it! Give
Him prayers through idols and
Mary and He'll take it! Give Him
your decision for a beggerly
saviour and He'll take it! Give
your nasty depraved heart to God
and He'll take it!
We ask beloved, is God in the

business of bartering? Has He left
the decisions up to men as to
what kind and how much worship
we are to give Him? As to what
kind of church we are to give
Him? We search the Scriptures in
vain, beloved, to find such give
and take situations relative to
godly service. Our text does not
read, "He gave the cup and took
thanks", though it be a Father
Son relationship. When we give
to our children we expect an ex-
pression of them of "thank you".
Don't we? I do not deny this to
be right and proper, for we deal
with the body which needs to be
brought into subjection with
humility. This is right, and this
is good. Yet our text states,
"And he took the cup and
gave thanks." He took and
gave! Earlier our Lord had said,
"My time is at hand." And
at the passover He again states,
"The Son of man as it
goeth as it is written of
him." (Matt.26:24). In Luke
22:22 our Lord is recorded as
saying, "And truly the Son
of man goeth, as it was
determined." Thus we have the
key of why it is written, "he
took..and gave." Beloved,
how sad it is indeed that -many
who read the words of our text
can find but mere symbolism in
them. True, it is symbolical.
True, it is the institution of the
ordinance of the Lord's supper.
Yet when our Lord declared in
Luke 22:20, "this do in re-
membrance of me," was it
that we were only to likewise
observe the ordinance? Is there
not something else here in which
He has given us an example to
follow?
Let us observe this word

"took" as seen in our text. It is
used some 257 times in the N.T.
and translates about 14 different
ways. 133 times it is translated
as "receive" and 104 times as
"take". This still leaves 20 other
variations of the Greek in such
words as; accept, attain, obtain,
take up, take upon oneself, etc.
What does all this tell us? We
observe the Lord before the

(Continued on Page 7, Col. 5)
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Procrastination is the art of keeping up with yesterday.

INTERCOMMUNION: INCONSISTENT & UNSCRIPTURAL:

Part It, Chapter 5a
by J. R. Graves

The Supper: A Church Ordi-
nance

Definition of church ordinance:
The Supper demonstrated to be a
church ordinance-1. Each church
absolutely independent under
Christ; 2. Each church is made
the guardian of the ordinances,
and enjoined to prevent the dis-
qualified from partaking of them;
3. The symbolism of the Supper
determines it beyond question to
be a church ordinance, since it
symbolizes church relations with
the body celebrating the rite.--
Christ appointed it as a church
ordinance--could not have allowed
His churches the right to contra-
vene it. The churches of the first
ages observed it as a church ordi-
nance.
We have seen that the Supper

can only be enjoyed by one: 1.
Who has been scripturally bap-
tized; and thus, 2. Has become a
member of a Scriptural church;
and 3. Is in hearty fellowship
with its doctrines; and 4. Is
walking in gospel order. I come
now to notice further: that the
Lord's Supper is a church ordi-
nance, and, as such, can only be
observed by a church, as such,
and by a person in the church of
which he is a member.
This statement indicates an

observance of the Supper gener-
ally disregarded by our churches,
as are other important matters
connected with the sacred feast, as
the character of bread and the kind
of wine used, and it will, there-
fore, demand an investigation in
spirit so unfettered by the preju-
dices of long usage and uninflu-
enced by the opinions of their
Powerful advocates, that
comparatively few will be able to
command; but, these few belong
to the class of witnesses who
have, through all ages, been the
conservators of "the truth as it is
in Jesus," and to whom the world
is indebted for a pure gospel and
Scriptural ordinances. The truth
of the proposition, as a whole,
depends upon the truth of its first
Clause, i.e., that the Supper is a
Church ordinance. It becomes me
to define a church, from a
denominational and social ordi-
nance. There is no denomination
ordinance of divine appointment--
because such a thing as a denom-
ination, in the sense of an orga-
nized body, embracing all the
Churches of a province or nation,
was unknown in the first ages. I
have denominated the Lord's
Supper a denominational ordi-
nance whenever it is opened to
the members of any and all Bap-
tist churches present. We do not
allow a brother not a member, in
however good standing, the right
to vote in our conventions, as-
sociations, presbyteries, councils,
or church conference, but we do
confer upon him the rights of a
inember, without the knowledge
of his character, when we observe
the Lord's Supper, the most sa-
cred of all ordinances!
A social ordinance or act is one

that may be enjoyed anywhere by
any number of Christians: as
individuals, baptized or unbap-
tized- -as singing, prayer,
exhortation and religious conver-
sation.
nut, the essential qualities of a

church ordinance are:
1. That it is a rite, the duty of

Perpetuating which is committed
to the visible churches, as such.
2. The qualifications of its re-

ECCLESIA,
cipients must be decided by the
members of the churches, as
such.
3. Any rite which symbolizes

church relations can only be par-
ticipated in by the members of
the church celebrating, and is pre-
eminently a church ordinance.
A church act or privilege is one

that can be transacted or enjoyed
by the constituent members of
one particular church. Voting
upon all questions relating to the
choice of officers, the fellowship
and government of the church, is
a church privilege, or act, which,
from the very nature and
constitution of a gospel church,
belongs to the members of that
particular church alone, and can-
not be extended beyond its limits
without peril to its very exis-
tence.

Baptism and the Lord's Supper
are universally admitted to be
church ordinances, and yet few
seem to apprehend why they are,
or why they cannot be adminis-
tered by an officer of a local
church without the action or
presence of the church.
Of the Lord's Supper, espe-

cially, few seem to understand
why it ceases to be a church
ordinance when administered to
those without and beyond its ju-
risdiction, or when those without
and beyond the jurisdiction of a
local church are associated in its
celebration. It is my conviction
that misapprehension of the true
nature and limitations of a church
ordinance has given rise to all the
discussions, misunderstandings,
all the misrepresentations, and
bitter prejudices excited against
us by other denominations, as
well as to all the present dis-
agreement among Baptists. If all
parties could understand clearly
why the Lord's Supper is a
church ordinance, and why it
must, from its very nature and in
every instance, be observed by
the constituent membership of
each local church alone, it must
be that all this unpleasant and
harmful misunderstanding, and
antagonism would be settled and
pacified: and certainly this would
be a consummation devoutly to
be wished by every true child of
God in every denomination.
In the not vain hope, I trust, of

contributing something toward
this so desirable a result, I sub-
mit this and the following chap-
ters.
My first argument to show

why the Lord's Supper is a
church ordinance, and can be
Scripturally observed only by the
members of one particular church
is :

1. That each church under
Christ is absolutely independent.
The first church organized by

Christ was a complete and perfect
church, and yet it existed for
years before other churches were
formed. There were no new ec-
clesiastical relations originated,
nor the slightest modification of
the character of this church made,
by the multiplication of
churches. During the apostolic
age, nor for ages after, was there
the shadow of any confederation
or con-association or constitu-
tional inter-dependence recog-
nized, any more than between the
families of children of a common
parentage. Love for the brother-
hood and active charity for all in
distress, and the doing of good,
especially to the household of
faith, was only enjoined. The
idea of a constitutional inter-de-
pendent which is now impercep-

WHAT IS IT?
tibly taking root in the minds of
the cultured leaders of our people,
in the fourth century begot con-
federations and con-associations
of churches, and these soon
brought forth the centralized ec-
clesiastical hierarchism under the
auspices of Constan'tine—which is
known as the "Great Apostasy."
[A.D. 100-193]. "All congre-

gations were independent of each
other," etc. (Gieseler, ch. 3;
p.53).
"All the churches in those

primitive times were independent
bodies, and none of them subject
to the jurisdiction of any other.
It is as clear as noonday that all
Christian churches had equal
rights, and were in all respects on
a footing of equality" (Mosheim,
A.D. 100)-
[A.D.200]- "During a great part

of this century all the churches
continued to be, as at first, inde-
pendent of each other, or were
connected by no con-associations

or confederations; each church
was a kind of little independent
republic, governed by its own
laws." [A.D. 300-400].
"Although the ancient mode of
church government seemed, in
general, to remain unaltered, yet
there was a gradual deflection
from its rules, and an
approximation toward the form of
monarchy. This change in the
form of government was followed
by a corrupt state of the clergy."
This was the vile offspring be-

gotten by, the idea of the inter-de-
pendency of churches, which is
finding strong advocates in our
day. They sink the idea of
churches into that of a
denomination.
The learned Dr. Owen, of Eng-

land, asserts: "That, in no ap-
proved writer, for two hundred
years after Christ, is mention
made of any organized visible
professing church, except a local
organization" (Crowell's Church
Manual, p.36).
Each church being absolutely

independent, it must, from the
very nature of the case, abso-
lutely control its own acts; and
can be responsible to no author-
ity save Christ. It cannot
constitutionally allow the mem-
bers of other communities to
share its prerogatives, since such
license would endanger its own
independency and responsibility.
Should a church so far forget

its trust as to fall into the general
practice of inviting as an act of
courtesy (which implies a dis-
courtesy in refusing to do it), the
members of all sister churches
present to vote in the reception
and exclusion of members, disci-
pline and even choice of pastors,
as one prominent Baptist author
advises, how soon the indepen-
dency of the churches would be
subverted! Usage would soon
crystallize into precedent, and
custom into law.
The independency of the

churches is of Christ's special
appointment, and it is our sacred
duty to do nothing tending to

imperial or contravene it. No
one will presume to claim that
Christ invested His churches with
the power to contravene, at their
pleasure, any one of His ap-
pointments. Their powers are all
delegated, and delegated powers
cannot be relegated. A local
church cannot confer upon mem-
bers of other communities any
privilege or franchise that be-
longs exclusively to her own
members.
But it is further demonstrable

that the Supper, as well as bap-
tism, is a local church ordinance,
because:
2. To each local church is

committed the sole administra-
tion and guardianship of the ordi-
nances.
This will not be questioned,

save by the few who hold that
baptism, at least, was committed
to the ministry as such; that they
alone are responsible for its
proper administration and they
can, therefore, administer it
without the presence and voice of
the church whenever they please.
This must be settled, not by the
will or opinions of men, but by
the Scriptures.
Let us see what one apostle

thought concerning this issue
between a part of our ministry
and the churches:
To the church at Corinth: "...I

have received of the Lord
that which I also delivered
unto you..." (I. Cor. 11:23).

All the instructions and direc-
tions, both as respects. the doc-
trine and the ordinances, Paul de-
livered, not to the ministry, but
to the churches.
"Now I praise you,

brethren (not you, ministers of
the churches), that ye remem-
ber me in all things, and
keep the ordinances as I
delivered them to you" ( I
Cor. 11:2)
Now note his command to this

church, not to its ministers: "Be
ye followers of me, even
as I am also of Christ" ( I
Cor. 2:1). "...I beseech you,
be ye followers of me. For
this cause have I sent
unto you Timotheus, who is
my beloved son, and
faithful in the Lord, who
shall bring you into
remembrance of my ways
which be in Christ, as I
teach everywhere in every
church" (I Cor. 4:16,17).
To the church at Philippi:

"Brethren, be followers
together of me, and mark
them which walk so as ye
have us for an ensample"
(Philip 3:17). He enjoins it upon
the church to follow the di-
rections he had given it, as well
as to "mark" those who did not.
To the church at Colosse:

"...Though I be absent in
the flesh, yet am I with
you in the spirit, joying
and beholding your order,
and the steadfastness of
your faith in Christ. As
ye have therefore received
Christ Jesus the Lord, so
walk ye in him. Beware
lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and
vain deceit, after the
tradition of men, after the
rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ" (II
Col. 2:5, 6, 8). "And we have
confidence in the Lord
touching you (the church),
that ye both do and will do
the things which we
command you" (II Thess. 3:4).

It would be useless to reason
with those who could deny, with
these Scriptures before their eyes,
that the ordinances were not de-
livered in sacred trust to the
churches, as such, and not to
their officers; and that they are
held responsible for their right
observation.

It is further established, with
respect to the Supper, by the du-
ties especially enjoined upon each
local church, as such. It is
commanded to allow only
members possessing certain
qualifications to come to the
Supper. "Now we command
you, brethren, in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that ye withdraw
yourselves (as a church) from
every brother that walketh
disorderly, and not after
the tradition (instructions)
which he received of us"
(And what ingenuous mind will
deny that this command equally
excludes all such from the pulpit
as well?). "And if any man
obey not our word by this
epistle, note that man, and
have no company with
him, that he may be
ashamed" (II Thess 3:6,14).
This withdrawing and having

no company with the disobedient
and disorderly, certainly involved
exclusion from the Lord's table.

TAKING
(Continued from Page 6)

twelve on this solemn occasion.
Before their very eyes "Jesus
took bread" saying "this is
my body." In v:29 He took the
cup saying "...this is my
blood". Both the bread and the
wine represented the Lord Jesus
Christ in that which He had re-
ceived, attained , obtained and
took upon Himself by the will of
the heavenly Father. Our text
states, "And he took the
cup and gave thanks..." The
example before us, that which we
need to observe, is the
"resignation", in which He took
the cup, for in so taking "he
gave thanks." How unlike any
other who has passed this way! It
was not a give and take situation
between Him and the Father as it
is in the human realm. The
Father had given the cup; Christ
took it, and gave thanks. He had
faithfully resigned Himself to but
one will. Not His own, but the
Father's. Listen to Him as He lay
face down in the garden of
Gethsemanae. (Matt.26:39)
"And he went a little
farther, and fell on his
face, and prayed, saying,
0 my Father, if it be
possible, let this cup pass
from me: nevertheless not
as I will, but as thou
wilt." Again in v:42, "He
went away again the
second time, and prayed,
saying, 0 my Father, if
this cup may not pass
away from me, except I
drink it, thy will be done."
The cup but a mere symbol,
beloved? It is a symbol indeed,
but such a symbol to Christ that
He became overwhelmed with the
thoughts of it. So overwhelmed
that He would tell His own,
"...My soul is exceeding
sorrowful, even unto

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1)
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The sharp tongue is the only edged tool that grows keener with constant use.

TAKING
(Continued from Page 7)

death..." (Matt.26:38) Mark
14:33 tells us He "began to be
sore amazed, and to be
very heavy." Luke 22:43, 44
tells us that as He so prayed!
"...there appeared an angel
unio him from heaven,
strengthening him. And
being in an agony he
prayed more earnestly: and
his sweat was as it were
great drops of blood
falling down to the
ground." It was a cup of sore
distress to Him, beloved. A cup
which, as He thought upon, He
exceeded the bounds of sorrow.
He became "sore amazed" or
greatly astonished; very heavy
and in agony. Some may argue
that the cup which our Lord
speaks of here in the garden is
not considered as the cup of the
Lord's Supper. In some respects
this is true; yet both cups
symbolize the agony of suffering.
Still beloved "He took the
cup, and gave thanks."
In the upper room He had set

forth the example to the church
on the importance of humility
towards one another. A same ex-
ample He would also show in the
garden. Man had once dwelled in
an "upper room"; yea, in the very
presence of the "high and lofty
one" as he stood before the cre-
ator a new sinless, living creature
given life by the breath of God.
Then the Lord put him in the
garden, the Garden of Eden,
wherein by transgression he fell
into sin, died spiritually, and be-
came what he is today. Totally
alienated from God! Dead in sin!
Totally corrupt with nothing to
pay! Yea, nothing to give unto
his Maker whereby he might re-
deem himself. Thus our Lord, in
the beginning of His agonies re-
sorts to the garden feeling the re-
sults, the sorrows, the woes that
sin had brought into this world.
Feeling the weight and bitterness
of the cup He must now drink to
save His people and redeem them
from the bondage of sin. What is
His example for us here in the
garden beloved? Is it not that
which the first Adam failed in?
Has not our Lord, here in the
garden, put Himself in subjection
to the will of God no matter what
dark hours may come?
"And he took the cup and

gave thanks." Is this not often
our greatest failure? When we are
presented a "cup" of blessing
from on high, how readily we
receive it. We rejoice in that the
Lord has been pleased to so grant
us cups of joy; whether it be
prosperity material gain, good
health etc., we do so joy in these
things. What was it that was set
before Christ of which we are
told He "gave thanks"? To the
twelve He said, "Drink ye all
of it..Take this, and divide it
among yourselves." Are we then
not to drink of His cup?
Consider, all present were to
drink of His cup. It was to be di-
vided among His own. He
Himself was to drink fully and
totally of the Father's, cup but
He gives us His cup in equal
portions. None to receive more or
less than the other. This, of
course, referring to His salvation.
But what if He so chose to give
us a cup of bitterness?
Something which we did not
desire? Something which we find
distasteful. Do we take it and
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give thanks? "The Son of
man goeth as it was de-
termined." (Luke 22:22). We,
unlike our Lord do not know
what is determined of the Father
for us in the details of our lives,
but do we go as it is determined?
That is, do we receive the bitter
cup as being determined of the
Father for our good? Ephesians
5:20 seeming points to our text
telling us, "giving thanks
always for all things unto
God and the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus
Christ." Yea, we give thanks
in the name of the Lord Jesus,
but do we such in the manner of
our Lord? That which may appear
evil and distasteful is the purpose
of the Father; and as our Master
we must take and give thanks.
For our Lord it was humility
before honor. We dwell in this
lowly place called earth, while
our Lord now sits high above in
the Father's throne. We dwell in
but sinful flesh, yet it so pleased
Him to put the divine treasure of
the Gospel, and His holy pres-
ence within us. If we take not the
cup of bitterness with joy, how
shall He be glorified and not
grieved? "And he took the
cup and gave thanks". Let
us look further at this cup for
which our Lord gave thanks. Let
us look at the awful symbol of
the cup. Today, when we hear the
word 'awful; we have been
programmed to think of this word
as something horrible, vile,
terrible. But the word 'awful'
really means; to be inspired with
awe and admiration. It means to
be full of awe and admiration
such as we might be prone to do
when observing a beautiful
sunset, a rainbow or even a
thunderstorm. How then was this
cup, for which our Lord gave
thanksgiving, considered awful in
the true sense of the word?
When we come to the Lord's

table we observe but a cup of
wine which our Lord has told us
symbolized His blood. There is
but one cup and one Saviour.
None may participate at this table
unless they have spiritually drunk
His blood, for He declared;
"This is my blood.."
"drink ye all of it.." "in
remembrance of me." In
John 6:53 our Lord tells us,
"...Verily, verily, I say
unto you. Except ye eat
the flesh of the Son of
man, and drink his blood,
ye have no life in you."
That is, no spiritual life. We
partake of the cup of the Lord's
table to signify and testify that
we believe in salvation by the
blood of Christ alone. The wine
in the cup therefore symbolizes
the blood of Christ. Nothing else
will do. It is wine or it is wrong
and it is nothing! But why wine?
In Deut 32:14, the Song of
Moses, he sings; "...and thou
didst drink the pure blood
of the grape." The pure blood
of the grape is not grape juice but
wine only. Wine in the Bible not
only symbolizes the blood of
Christ but also: the blessings of
the gospel of which Proverbs 9

refers to as "mingled wine" in
reference to the many, doctrines
and many ways the Word of God
shows us Christ. Thus does
Isaiah 55:1 tell us, "...yea,
come, buy wine and milk
without money and
without price." The blessings
of grace, beloved! Of this Christ
would take and give thanks, for
He knew that by the gospel He
would honor the Father. Yet what
is wine without the grape which
elsewhere symbolizes His body

as does the broken bread? The
grape must be crushed in the
winepress that it may become
wine. Our Lord, in knowing this,
in knowing what awaited Him,
"took the cup and gave
thanks". In John 12:27-28 He
said, "Now is my soul
troubled; and what shall I
say? Father, save me from
this hour: but for this
cause came I unto this
hour. Father, glorify thy
name..."
That wine in the cup, beloved,

that for which He gave thanks,
also symbolized the wrath and
judgment of God, "For in the
hand of the LORD there is
a cup, and the wine is red;
it is full of mixture; and
he poureth out of the
same: but the dregs
thereof, all the wicked of
the earth shall wring them
out, and drink them."
(Ps.75:8) He who knew no sin
became sin for us. He became a
curse as the wicked and was made
to drink of the "dregs", the
displeasure, the wrath and pure
holy justice of God. Yet for all
these things, "He took the
cup and gave thanks."
Proverbs 4:17 refers to "the

wine of violence." Oh
beloved, consider how violently
handled was our Lord. Upon Him
they laid wicked hands to tear His
beard, His garments, His flesh
with whips. To pierce His body
with thorns, nails and lance.
Even for this portion of the cup
He would take and give thanks.
Beloved, many of His own have
indeed drunk from this cup, but
required to drink only a portion
divided, for none could bear all
but He. They, as their Master
would take what the Father chose
to present and look heavenward,
giving thanks.
Psalms 104:15 tells us,

"wine..maketh glad the
heart of man..." The question
is, of which wine do we drink,
and from who's cup do we drink
it? Most wines in my opinion are
not palatable. It is often for the
after effects that men so drink.
But it is the delights of men that
are the displeasures of God.

(Continued on Page 12, Col. 3)
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I. This church was divine.
This church had a divine origin.
In Acts 2, we read about one of
the most glorious occasions in
this world. We find that God had
fulfilled His promise to the first
New Testament church this world
ever saw, when He sent the Holy
Spirit to signify that "this is
my body," in this world, and
through this church I shall re-
ceive honor and glory. How we
need to keep in mind that this is
the kind of church that brings
honor and glory to the Lord Je-
sus, and that is the only kind that
will ever glorify His name. No
other kind of assembly will bring
honor and glory unto God, other
than the same kind that we find
in existence on the day of Pente-
cost. All other assemblies are
man-made, and cannot, and will
not. God will not accept them in
their work toward His name.
Only the kind of church that He
recognized then, does He recog-
nize today, and if we are not
members of that assembly, we
cannot bring glory unto His
name. Our life is lost as a
Christian, even if we are saved, if
we are not associated with, and a
part of, the kind of body that we
read about on the day of Pente-

cost.
I am not saying that the church

began on the day of Pentecost,
but I am saying that the kind of a

church that you find on the day of
Pentecost had a divine origin, and

unless our churches have a divine
origin, they are not of God. This
church was organized out of ma-
terial that John the Baptist pre-
pared. It had a divine origin, and
it glorifies God because God sent
that church into the world, and
He only sent that kind of a
church into His vineyard to work
for His namesake.
That church had a divine orga-

nization. I am not talking about
a worldly organization system; I
am talking about a Scriptural or-
ganization that God ordained
when He established His church.
"Ye also, as lively

stones, are built up a
spiritual house, an holy
priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God by Jesus
Christ" (I Peter 2:5).
This is God's divine organiza-

tion. When God ordained the
tabernacle, He not only desig-
nated exactly how that tabernacle
was to be put together to bring
glory unto His name, and I be-
lieve that when Jesus organized
and established His church, He
put it together that it might glo-
rify His name. There must be a
proper organization when it
comes to a New Testament as-
sembly if we are to serve Him in
the capacity that God said. Just a
haphazard gathering of people is
not necessarily a church of the
Lord Jesus. Just to grab up a few
people and start off an assembly
of your own is not a Scriptural
organization. We need to under-
stand that organization in the
Bible sense is a divine must, if
we glorify His name.
This church not only had a di-

vine origin and a divine
organization, but it had divine
officers. You go into a lot of
churches today and they have all
kinds of individuals working with
all kinds of titles. We have the
"Reverend" in our Baptist
churches, and we are headed to-
ward the "Most Right Reverend."
We are trying to "ape" the
Catholics, and we have all kinds
of officers.
A New Testament church must

have divine officers in it. God
put first in the church, apostles.
We recognize that is not for to-
day, but He also placed in the
churches ordained elders. He
placed also deacons, that the
church might serve Him in this
world. I will not go into all this,
but I just mention these things,
as this is the kind of church that
glorifies His name.
There were divine ordinances

placed in that assembly. The
kind of church that glorifies His
name is an assembly where you
find His ordinances being prac-
ticed in His name and in His
way. That is the kind of church
that glorifies His name. You
have to have the divine ordi-
nances.
Not only were there divine or-

dinances, but there were divine
orders given to that church.
There are a lot of preachers who
try to be lord over God's heritage,
and try to get the church to do
things that God never gave one
iota of an order to do. If we want
to glorify God, then that pastor
that God has raised up, if he is
God's man, is to tell that church
exactly what God gave as the or-
der to New Testament assemblies
nothing more and nothing less.
How much better off our
churches would be if we would

eliminate many things that so-
called preachers try to get
churches to do, which God never
did authorize nor give any precept
concerning whatever.

Briefly, I'll mention this: we
need divine offerings. Churches
are to be run with divine officers
and having divine ordinances, but
there also needs to be divine of-
ferings if that church is to func-
tion like God intends it to do.
This is the kind of church that
glorifies the Lord.

II. This church was a united
church. I am not saying it was a
United Baptist Church in that
word sense, but this was a united
church. I turn to the day of Pen-
tecost and I see they are united in
prayer. A church that glorifies
God will be a united church-a
church that unites in calling on
the name of God to do that which
God has promised to do through
His assembly. How long has it

' been since our churches individu-
ally have united in prayer to seek
God's power and God's leadership
and the unction from on high?
We need to be united in prayer.
This church was also united in

praise. When I attend this Bible
conference, I thank God for the
songs of praise that redound to
His honor and His glory. I be-
lieve the kind of church that glo-
rifies God is the kind where you
find praise unto His matchless
name.
This church was united in

preaching the gospel of the Lord
Jesus. On the day of Pentecost,
when Peter got up to preach, he
brought the message, but there
were eleven other apostles that
stood up with him and said,
"Amen, Peter, preach on; that is
exactly what we believe."
Our churches need to get be-

hind the preaching of the Word of
God. When your pastor gets up
and preaches his message and you
go out in the community and
say, "Oh, well, we don't all be-
lieve that," you kill the spirit of
New Testament church work in
that community. There are peo-
ple who go around behind the
preacher's back, people that are
not qualified to know what the
Bible teaches, and they undermine
the preaching of the Word of
God. We need to stand together
in preaching the Word of God.
This church was united in their

practice. I love sound Articles of
Faith and unless we practice what
we preach, we also kill our
influence. We need to walk to-
gether. I love to read about Peter
and John as they walked together
to the temple at the hour of
prayer. To me, that means there
was harmony and fellowship, and
they walked in the same step.
We need people today that will
live lives that will verify what
we preach. This is the kind of
church that glorifies God.

III. This church at Jerusalem,
which was a local, New Testa-
ment assembly of, baptized be-
lievers, was a missionary Baptist
church. This church was a God-
magnifying church. Most
churches you go into today,
about all you hear is what they
are doing for the Lord: "We are
bringing the kingdom in." They
are not bringing any kingdom in.
We need to magnify Almighty
God. On the day of Pentecost,
the theme of their talking and
praying and praising and preach-
ing was the wonderful works of
God. We need to have churches
like that today, that when you
walk in, you hear them talking
about what God has done on their
behalf. We need a God-magnify-

(Continued on Page 9, Col. 5)



Prejudice is a vagrant opinion without visible means of support.

STUDIES IN
I PETER 1:17-2:2

by C.T. Everman
"And if ye call on the

Father, who without re-
spect of persons judgeth
according to every man's
work, pass the time of
Your sojourning here in
fear:" (I Peter 1:17)
The "And ir carries the idea

that, "in view of the fact that you
eall on the Father-". Peter is
writing to Christians, those who
have trusted in Christ and are
Children of God. Every Christian
is a child of God and can call
Him Father. The phrase,
"Without respect of per-
sons" means that God is impar-
tial to His children. Appearance,
wealth, education, and such
Which count in the opinion of
men does not count with God.
"But the LORD said unto
Samuel, Look not on his
countenance, or on the
height of his stature; be-
cause I have refused him:
for the LORD seeth not as
man seeth: for man
looketh on the outward
aPpearance, but the LORD
looketh on the heart." (I
Sam. 16:7). God is an impartial
Judge who will reward each of
His children according to his
works.
In view of this impartial judg-

ment, Peter urges the Christian
to spend his/her time while so-
Journing in this world in fear.
The word "sojourning" means
one who in living in a land not
his own, living in a foreign land.
The home land of God's children
is heaven. We are only sojourn-
ing in this world, and while liv-
ing here we must always be
aware of the fact that we are be-
ing watched by the unsaved; and
our responsibility is to live lives
that bear witness that we are the
Children of God. When Moses
eame down from the mount after
communing with God, the skin
ef his face shone so the people
could not look upon him (Ex.
34:30-35). Can others see that we
Walk with God? We are to live in
fear. Fear that we will fail to
Obey God, fear that we will bring
(1ishonor to His holy Name,
That thou mightest fear

the LORD thy God, to
keep all his statutes and
,1!ts commandments--".
Thou shalt fear the LORD

thy God, and serve him,
and shall swear by his
11ame" (Deut. 6:2, 13).
i_Wherefore we receiving a
4lagdom which cannot be
Moved, let us have grace,
Whereby we may serve God
acceptably with reverence
and godly fear:" (Heb. 12:28).
"Forasmuch as -ye know

that ye were not redeemed
W.Ith corruptible things, as
silver and gold, from your
Lvain conversation received
"Y tradition from your fa-

But with the pre-
ictaus blood of Christ, as a
a.wth without blemish and
without spot:" (I Peter 1:18,
19). In these verses Peter gives

the highest of motiVes for
11°1Y living. In verse 15 we were
tc4c1 to be holy; now we are given
preasons why we should be holy.
irst, we are reminded of what we

fwere; slaves who needed to be
wreed. In the Roman Empire there
ere millions of slaves who could

cli!Y be freed by a price being
1Faid by themselves or by others
cr their freedom. "Redeemed"
,cans to set free by the payment

°I a ransom". "Forasmuch as

ye know--", we must never
forget that we were slaves, slaves
to sin, "For we ourselves
also were sometimes
foolish, disobedient,
deceived, serving divers
lusts and pleasures, living
in malice and envy,
hateful, and hating one
another" (Titus 3:3). Moses,
over and over reminded Israel that
they once had been slaves in
Egypt (Deut. 16:12; 24:18, 22).
We are not only reminded of a

life of slavery, but it was a vain
life ("vain conversation"),
or an empty way of life,
"received by tradition from
your fathers:", or that which
we received from our fathers. A
child is born in sin. He comes
into this world with a depraved
nature which he has inherited
from his parents. Peter called this
a vain and empty manner of life.
From this manner of life we were
set free by the payment of a ran-
som. That payment was made not
"with corruptible things as
silver and gold -- But with
the precious blood of
Christ." A slave in the Roman
Empire could be freed by a pay-
ment of silver or gold, but no
amount of silver or gold can set a
sinner free from the slavery of
sin. The price of his redemption
is the shed blood of the Lord Je-
sus Christ. The word
"precious" has two meanings.
It is precious in the sense it is
costly as to its valtie. Also it is
precious in that it is highly es-
teemed or held in high honor.
The. blood of Christ is precious
in that it is costly. It cost our
Lord to leave heaven and give His
blood for our redemption. It is
also precious as it is held in high
esteem in that it is only that
blood which can redeem the sin-
ner. Silver or gold can never set
the sinner free from sin, only the
"precious blood of Christ"
can do that.

It was only because that blood
came from One who was
"without blemish and
without spot" that it could be
the ransom to redeem sinners.
The lamb to be sacrificed by the
Israelites, to be a type of the true
Lamb, must be without blemish
or spot, representing that one
who had no sin of His own, but
died for the sins of His people
John the Baptist exclaimed,
"...Behold the Lamb of
God, which taketh away
the sin of the world" (John
1:29).
This One whose blood was the

price of our redemption was,
"the lamb slain from the
foundation of the world"
(Rev. 7:8). The apostle Peter
said, "Who verily was fore-
ordained before the
foundation of the world,
but was manifest in these
last times for you" (I Peter
1:20). "Foreordained" means "to
designate beforehand" for some-
thing to be done. Before this
universe was spoken into exis-
tence, the Lord Jesus Christ,
God's Son, was foreordained to be
the Saviour of those whom God
elected unto salvation. Before the
fall of man the Son of God was
foreordained to be the remedy for
sin, the slain Lamb. Yes, even
before God created man, the
means for his salvation was al-
ready provided. The word
"manifest" means to make visi-
ble. The invisible God became
visible in the person of the Lord
Jesus Christ. He became visible

to the human eye when He took
on a human body and became
man. After the fall of man into
sin, although Christ was foreor-
dained as the Redeemer, many
hundreds of years passed before
He came, was "manifest." At
God's appointed time He sent His
only begotten Son to carry out
that which He had foreordained.
"Who by him do believe

in God, that raised him up
from the dead, and gave
him glory; that your faith
and hope might be in
God" (I Peter 1:21). One may
claim to believe in God but not
in Christ. No one can believe in
the God of the Bible except He
believe in His Son, for He has
said,". , This is my beloved
Son, in whom I am well
pleased" (Matt. 3:17). He not
only gave witness of Him from
heaven, but in the fact that He,
"raised him from the dead,
and gave him glory." This is
the basis for our faith and hope.
The apostle Paul wrote that,
"...if Christ be not raised.
your faith is vain, (empty)
ye are yet in your sins" (I
Cor. 15:17). Our standing before
God depends upon our faith in
Christ. "Christ is our hope."
"Seeing ye have purified

your souls in obeying the
truth through the Spirit
unto unfeigned love of the
brethren, see that ye love
one another with a pure
heart fervently:" (I Peter
1:22). Peter wrote this letter to
those who had "purified their
souls in obeying the
truth," (Believing the truth as
led by the Spirit). As a result
they had an "unfeigned love of
the brethren." Unfeigned love is a
pure love, a genuine love, not a
put-on love. From the Greek
word for feign comes the word
"hypocrite," Unfeigned then can
be translated "not a hypocrite."
Our love for the brethren is not
only to be a true love, but it
must come from a pure heart,
heart that trusts in Jesus Christ,
from one who has been begotten
of God. Fervently means we
must work to improve that love
as an athlete strives to improve
his skills. We show our love for
the brethren when we treat them
in the same way God treats us.
How does God treat us? He for-
gives us, do we forgive others?
God is kind to us, are we kind to
others') God gives us aid in time
of trouble, do we give aid to oth-
ers?
"Being born again, not

of corruptible seed, but of
incorruptible by the word
of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever" (I Peter
1:23).
Men argue loud and long that

the Word of God has no part in
the new birth, but look again at
this verse. What does it say?
"Being born again, -- by
the word of God, which
liveth and abideth for
ever." Could there be anything
more clear? In John 3:5 Christ
said, "...Except a man be
born of water and of the
Spirit, he cannot enter the
kingdom of God." Men
wonder what is meant by the
"water". Peter tells us it is the
incorruptible "word of God." The
Scripture has made it quite clear
that the new birth is brought
about by the Word as used by the
Holy Spirit. "Of his own
will begat he us by the
word of truth..." (James
1:18).
"For all flesh is as

grass, and all the glory of
man as the flower of grass.

The grass withereth, and
the flower thereof falleth
away: But the word of the
Lord endureth for ever.
And this is the word,
which by the gospel is
preached unto you" (I Peter
1:24, 25).
In verse 23 we are told that the

new birth was not of corruptible
seed but of incorruptible. Now
the corruptible and the incorrupt-
ible are contrasted. All flesh
(corruptible) is just like grass
which soon withereth and even
the glory of man, though it be
great, soon fades away like the
flower. But the Word (the incor-
ruptible seed) of the Lord will
last forever. We are then told that
it is by this Word the gospel is
preached unto us. Man's efforts,
at the very best, can last only for
a very short time. If a man lives
a honest, clean, moral life, yet
without God what has he gained?
All flesh, all of man's works,
like grass is soon gone. Only the
Word of God is that which will
last for ever. In that Word is the
gospel which is preached. Why is
it important to preach the gospel?
We are told "...it is the
power of God unto
salvation to every one that
believeth; to the Jew first,
and also to the
Greek" (Rom. 1:16). What is
the gospel that is the power of
God unto salvation? Paul told the
Corinthian church what the
gospel was, "...that Christ
died for our sins according
to the scriptures: And that
he was buried, and that he
rose again the third day
according to the scrip-
tures:" (I Cor. 15:3, 4).
So we see that the gospel is

the death, burial, and resurrection
of Christ as recorded in the
Scripture (Old Testament). We
are told that regardless of who,
even an angel from heaven,
brings another gospel unto us
" ...le t him be
accursed" (Gal. 1:8). We might
note that the gospel is said to be
the incorruptible seed and abides
for ever. This being true, and as
it is the agent used by the Spirit
to bring about the new birth; the
life that is created must be incor-
ruptible and will abide for ever.
The apostle John wrote,
"Whosoever is born of God
doth not commit sin; for
his seed remaineth in him:
and he cannot sin because
he is born of God" (I John
3:9).
"WHEREFORE laying

aside all malice, and all
guile, and hypocrisies, and
envies, and all evil speak-
in gs " (I Peter 2:1).
"WHEREFORE" goes back to
the fact of the new birth which
produces a new nature. Now that
we are born from above, our way
of life must be changed. "Laying
aside" would indicate that we had
all these characteristics; malice,
envies, and evil spealcings. These
are all fruit of the old nature.
These we must lay aside, that is
get rid of, put off, to cast off
never to be practiced again. There
must be a complete about face.
Peter names five things which
the new-born child of God must
lay aside. The word "malice"
refers to any kind of wickedness.
"Guile" comes from the word
which means, "to catch with
bait." Here it means to get rid of
all deceit of all kinds.
Hypocrisies is pretending to be
what we are not. It is covering up
what we really are by pretending
to be something else. "And en-
vies" is hatred of others on ac-
count of some ability or some-

thing they possess which we do
not have. Envy often leads to
"evil speakings." When one per-
son is jealous he will often run
down the individual of whom he
is jealous. As Christians we
should not practice any of these,
but often we see some or all of
these among professed Chris-
tians.
"As newborn babes, de-

sire the sincere milk of the
word, that ye may grow
thereby:" (I Peter 2:2). The
ones born again of the incorrupt-
ible Word of God are compared to
new born babies. Just as babies
desire milk as soon as they are
born, the new Christian desires
the sincere milk of the Word. The
word "desire" means an intense
yearning, that is they have a deep
desire for milk. The word
"sincere" means the pure milk
with nothing added to it. For the
spiritual life of the Christian to
be fed and to grow it must be fed
the pure Word of God with noth-
ing added, "that ye may grow
thereby."

THE KIND
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ing church. "The Lord reigneth"
is what we need in our churches.
IV. This church was a Christ-

exalting church. It exalted the
person and work of the Lord Je-
sus. They praised His name for
eternal salvation because of the
eternal redemption and the eternal
purposes in the plan of Almighty
God. We need people that will
exalt the name of the Lord Jesus.
V. This church was a Spirit-

filled church. They walked in the
Spirit. They prayed in the Spirit.
They were led of the Spirit.
They had the fruit of the Spirit.
They were Spirit-filled Chris-
tians.
VI. This church was a Bible-

believing church. You didn't hear
anybody saying, "The Apostle
Paul said that," or "The first ten
chapters of Genesis are fables."
Beloved, they magnified the Word
of God. They believed "thus
saith the Lord" and "it is
written." They glorified and
magnified the God of the Bible
and His Book.

VII. This church was a church
that was in love. This was a
loving church. We need people
that love the Lord in our
churches. You get people to love
the Lord and you can settle a lot
of problems in the churches.
Love the Lord and things will go
right among the members. We
need churches that are in love
with God the Father. "We love
Him, because He first
loved us." We need the spirit
of love in our assemblies. How
we need to love God the Father,
and how we need to love Christ
the Son, and how we need to love
His Word, and how we need to
love each other!
I think of the statement of the

Lord Jesus when He said: "...I
have somewhat against
thee, because thou bast
left thy first love. Re-
member therefore from
whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first
works; or else I will come
unto thee quickly, and will
remove thy candlestick out
of his place, except thou
repent" (Rev. 2:4,5).
The kind of church that glori-

fies God you will find in the
pages of His Book. I say again,
(Continued on Page 10, Col. 1)
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It is from our lives, and not from our words that our religion must be read.

STUDIES IN THE LIFE OF ELIJAH 7
WHO IS THE TROUBLER OF ISRAEL?

by Joseph Wilson
This is our seventh study on

the life of Elijah. This is on,
"Who Is The Troubler Of Israel?"
"And it came to pass,
when Ahab saw Elijah,
that Ahab said unto him,
Art thou he that troubleth
Israel? And he answered, I
have not troubled Israel;
but thou, and thy father's
house, in that ye have for-
saken the commandments
of the LORD, and thou
hast followed Baalim" (I
Ki.18:17-18).
As we have studied the life of

Elijah, we have seen him tested
in three areas of life. He appeared
in public before Ahab, bold and
courageous, for the Bible says,
"...the righteous are bold'
as a lion" (Pr.28:1). We seel
Elijah standing before Ahab,'
who, humanly speaking, had the:
power of life and death in his
hand. Elijah boldly declared thei
Word of the Lord. We have seen
Elijah in solitary aloneness with
God as he spent time by the
brook, Cherith. We have seen
him in home life in the home of
the widow of Zarephath. We saw
there his holy manner of life that
was used in part to bring this
woman's sin to her mind. We
saw his contentment with bread
and water as God's provisions for
him for daily sustenance. We saw
his gentleness under that which
could have been provocative. We
saw his desire to be helpful and
to be used of God to be a
blessing. Our last study closed
with Elijah's raising of the
widow's son. What a picture that
was! I hope to preach sometime
on that: "Raising The Lost, Dead
Sinner To Spiritual Life." I
remind you that Elijah got
involved in the business of
raising the dead. Our trouble is
that we are not willing to get
closely involved.
Now we move on to what, in

many respects, is the crowning
event, the outstanding single
event in the life of Elijah. I will
not get into that in this article,
but will give the introduction
thereto.
You can get much of the life of

Elijah into your mind if you will
learn the following: 1. Ahab. 2.
Cherith. 3. Zarephath. 4. Mount
Carmel. With those four words,
you will have much of Elijah's
life in mind.
"And it came to pass af-

ter many days, that the
word of the LORD came to
Elijah in the third year,
saying, Go, shew thyself
unto Ahab; and I will send
rain upon the earth" ( I
Ki.18:1). I believe that "after
many days" means that it was at
the time marked out on the
calendar of God's eternal predesti-
nation. I believe that all of the
events of time were predestinated
by God before the world began.
So this time had come: the time
when Elijah must leave the

THE KIND
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God give us churches of this cal-
iber that will glorify His name!
(preached at Calvary Baptist
Church 1969 Bible Conference,
copied from October 10, 1970
issue of TBE)
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peace, and the happy, quiet,
contentment of the widow's
house. He must go again to the
battle field. He must go again and
stand before the multitudes, face
the enemy, and proclaim to them
the Word of the living God. How
good it is that God often gives to
His servants times of peace,
communion with the Lord,
fellowship with others, before He
sends them forth to do public
battle with the enemy.
The drought is now about over.

Three and a half years previously,
God had revealed to Elijah that
He was going to send a drought
upon the land. After six months
God sent him to tell Ahab that it
would not rain again until he
(Elijah) said so. I think that he
likely preached that this drought
was a judgment on Israel for her
multitudinous sins. Elijah then
disappeared from public view for
three years. Now the drought is
nearly over, and God sends Elijah
forth again. Notice that God says
to Elijah, "hide thyself' in I
Kings 17:3 and "shew thyself' in
I Kings 18:1. God orders the dif-
fering aspects of our lives as it
pleases Him. It is our safety, our
blessedness, and our usefulness
that we learn what God would
have us do, where God would
have us be; and that we obey God
in these things. Whether He
says, "hide thyself" or "shew
thyself', let us obey Him. I want
you to notice again (it is so
prominent in this story of Elijah,
and in the whole Bible) that God
leads us step by step; and we are
to (as Elijah did) obey Him one
step at a time. God did not give
Elijah a total blueprint of what
his total life was to be, but He
directed Elijah one step at a time.

Elijah was across Jordan in the
hills of Gilead. God said, "go to
Ahab and give him my message."
"What will I do then?" God did
not tell him. "How will I be
protected? What will happen, to
me?" God did not tell him. When
Elijah obeyed that, God told him
to go hide by the brook Cherith.
God did not tell him how long.
God did not tell him what would
happen then. Elijah obeyed.
When the brook dried up, God
told him to go to Zarephath, and
that a widow woman would sus-
tain him there. God led a step at
a time. Elijah obeyed a step at a
time. Brothers and sisters, our
God leads us day by day, a step at
a time. It is our duty to, just day
by day, do whatever the Lord
would have us do.
Notice the obedience of Elijah.

Verse 1 said "go," and verse 2
says "he went." Would it not be a
marvellous thing if our Baptist
churches would do this. Our Lord
has already told us to go
(Matt.28:19). Wouldn't it be
wonderful if the next verse could
be, "They went and they kept on
going, preaching the gospel to
every creature"? Oh, that you and
I might follow this great example
of Elijah in obeying the Lord.
Why was Elijah such a great man
of God? Why was God pleased to
bless him and use him in such a
mighty way? Well, a part of that
answer must lie in his obedience
to the Word of God.
Now, I want you to notice the

matter of the promise and the
prayer. The promise reads, "...I
will send rain upon the
earth" (I Ki.18:1). God said,
the drought is about over and I'm
going to send rain. You go shew
yourself to Ahab; I will send the
rain. Now notice in I Kings

18:41, "And- Elijah said to
Ahab, Get thee up, eat and
drink; for there is a sound
of abundance of rain." What
sound? Ahab had not heard any
sound. But Elijah had heard the
Word of God, and was speaking
out his faith in that Word. Now,
notice I Kings 18:42,
"...Elijah went up to the
top of Carmel; and he cast
himself down upon the
earth, and put his face be-
tween his knees." And what
did he do? James 5:17 informs us
that "he prayed." Friends, even
though he had the promise of
God that it was going to rain; he
did not say, "well it is going to
rain whether I pray or not. God
has already said it. There is no
use of me praying." The promise
was that which encouraged him
and enabled him to continue
praying until the answer came.
Note: 1. The promise from God.
2. The statement to Ahab. 3. The
persevering prayer. Beloved
friends, the promises of God are
given, not to show the lack of
the need to pray, but to encourage
us in our ,praying to God.
Though Elijah had the promise
and he believed the promise; still
he prayed for the thing that God
had promised to do. And such
prayers are always answered
prayers.
Sometimes we do not have a

promise from God. There are
things that we pray about, and
that it is all right to pray about,
about which we do not know if it
is God's will to answer or not.
We pray in humble submission
to the Lord, believing that He is
able to do all things we might
ask, not knowing what His will
is; we leave it in His hands to do
as He sees fit. But when we have
a promise from God, as Elijah
did, we can pray in faith, know-
ing that we have the thing that
we ask of God
Now notice the worldly minded

and impenitent Ahab. Some peo-
ple just will never learn. Of
course, no one will learn spiritual
lessons unless effectually taught
by the Spirit of God. Look at
Ahab. Sometimes you think that
he is almost going to change and
become a fairly nice person, but
then he doesn't. Here is Ahab,
after three and one half years of
drought in the land that he was
the leader of. He was the one that
people looked up to for leader-
ship, and he should have had the
welfare of his people at heart.
What do we see him doing?
"And Ahab said to Oba-
diah, Go into the land,
unto all the fountains of
water, and unto all the
brooks: peradventure we
may find grass to save the
horses and mules alive,
that we lose not all the
beasts" (I Ki. 18:5).

Isn't that something to be in-
terested in? God had for three and
a half years punished Israel for
her sins; and instead of seeking
God, instead of getting things
right with God, instead of being
concerned about mothers, dads,
and children that were going
hungry (doubtless, many had al-
ready died) - instead of being
concerned about these things,
Ahab wanted to save the mules
alive. Being an animal himself,
he was only interested in worldly
things and other animals. How
unfit to rule is that man who
does not put his people first.
The next thing I want you to

notice is the believer who leaves

us with some question marks. In
I Kings 18:3-16, we have the
story of Obadiah. How I have
struggled with this man! I really
thought that (and that most of
my books have been in agree-
ment), I would get a speedy an-
swer to the following question:
Was Obadiah a great and godly
man, dedicated to doing what he
ought to do, or was he a worldly
compromiser, though a believer?
I thought all the books would go
one way. I read F.B. Meyer, and
he went one way. I read Krum-
macher, Pink, Henry, Gill,
J.F.B. and Spurgeon, and they all
went the other way. What am Ito
do when the great men are di-
vided? I studied more and more. I
tried to decide how to present this
man, Obadiah, to you. I decided
to present him as the man who
leaves us with a question mark.
We know of course that he was

a saved man. I Kings 18:3 tells
us that Obadiah feared the Lord
greatly, and we know that this is
the beginning of the true salva-
tion experience.
So he was a saved man. Now

the question is, was he doing as
he should, living as he should,
and was he where he ought to be?
I was surprised when all the
books I read except one said "yes"
and praised him highly. In fact
Pink used the word "encomium",
and I had to look that up, see
what it meant, and learn how to
say it. It means praise and com-
mendation. The Bible says that
Obadiah feared the Lord greatly,
and Pink said that no greater en-
comium could be given to a man.
I found that most of the
commentators said, yes, Obadiah
was a great, good, and godly
man. Spurgeon has a sermon on
Obadiah entitled, "Early Piety,
Eminent Piety using I Kings
18:12 as his text. So there is that
answer.
Others answer this question

differently. I guess I had gotten
my thoughts from Scofield who
refers to Obadiah as a believer out
of touch with God, and I just as-
sumed that he was right and ev-
eryone agreed. Let me ask a few
questions. How could Obadiah be
so high in Ahab's favor? He was
governor of Ahab's house. Would
Ahab put a godly man in such a
position? Would Jezebel ap-
prove? With Ahab and Jezebel so
wicked, how could Obadiah, if
such a godly man, stand in high'
favor with them? What kind of
testimony did he have before
Ahab and others? Did he witness
to them? Did Ahab and Jezebel
know that Obadiah feared the
Lord greatly? If Obadiah were
such a godly man, why was he
not lined up with Elijah? I don't
have the answer to all these
questions. I am leaving the mat-
ter by saying that here we have a
believer who leaves us with a
question mark. Let me say this;
there is no question about Elijah.
We know whose side he was on,
don't we? We know where he
stood. We know what kind of
man he was. But there are ques-
tion marks, at least in the minds
of some, about Obadiah. Dearly
beloved, it pains me to say that
we have many among us today
who leave us with these same
question marks. Obadiah was
saved. He hid a hundred prophets,
fifty in a cave, and with sacrifice
of time and money and at great
danger to himself, he gave them
bread and water, and saved them
from murderous Jezebel. Still
there are these questions.
Are you a question mark be-

liever? Are you such out there in
the world where it really counts?
It does not matter too much in

here (Preached in our church). So
far as I know, you are all "A-
number 1", 100 per-cent, "4-0"
children of God. You are all "top
notch" Christians, as far as I
know. But where it really counts
is out yonder in the world with
the unsaved people who know
you best. What do they think
about you? This is what is of
utmost importance. It bothers
me about Obadiah that he got
along so well with Ahab. I don't
get the impression that he got
along that well with Elijah. But
anyway, it does not look good
when God's people are so well
liked by the terribly wicked of
this world. And Ahab did not feel
the same way about Elijah that
he did about Obadiah. Ahab
wanted to kill Elijah, while he
made Obadiah the governor of his
house. Sort of makes one won-
der, doesn't it? My friend, are you
a question mark believer? Is there
a question as to whether or not
you are 100 per cent all out for
God, totally dedicated to living
for and serving God to the utmost
of your ability? I leave it with
you.
Now we come to the question

of Ahab's charge against Elijah.
Elijah met Obadiah and told him
to "go tell Ahab that Elijah is
here. Tell him that he has been
looking for me, and he need look
no further". Obadiah said, "what?
you want me to tell Ahab you are
here. Ahab has been looking in
every kingdom around here for
you. If I go tell him you are here,
and the Spirit takes you
somewhere else, and I bring Ahab
here and you are not here; I will
lose my head." Obadiah was
scared, but Elijah was bold as a
lion. Elijah said, "I will be
here." "Go tell Ahab that I will
not be hard to find. I will be right
here waiting on him". So
Obadiah hurried and got Ahab and
brought him to where Elijah was.
In I Kings 18:17, we have

Ahab asking Elijah, "...Art
thou he that troubleth Is-
rael?" The trouble was, of
course, already three and a half
years old. This is a rhetorical
question, Ahab is not really ask-
ing. He is charging Elijah with
being the cause of Israel's trou-
ble. Ahab knew better than that.
He knew that Elijah did not con-
trol the weather. He was not that
dumb. He knew it was his terri-
ble sins that had brought God's
judgment upon Israel - his and
his wife's. Ahab knew that this
judgment was because he had led
Israel to worship Baal and
Ashteroth. Israel had gone deep in
sinful rebellion under the leader-
ship of Ahab. I Kings 21:25
says, "But there was none
like unto Ahab, which did
sell himself to work wick'
edness in the sight of the
LORD, whom Jezebel his
wife stirred up." I think that
Ahab knew where the trouble
was, yet he tried to put it on the
man of God, on the messenger
boy.
You can't blame the mailman

if he brings you a dun. So, the
mailman brought you many bills

today. Well, don't blame hirn•
You made the bills; he is just a
messenger. Here is the messen'
ger, and he comes with a message
from God; and Ahab calls hira
the troubler of Israel. Listen le
Elijah's bold and truthful answer,
"And he answered, I have
not troubled Israel; but
thou, and thy father's
house, in that ye have for-
saken the commandmentS
of the LORD, and tho0
hast followed Baalim"
(Continued on Page 11, Col. 1)



Love is not true love if it knows not the sweetness of forgiving.
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STUDIES
(Continued from Page 10)

Ki.18:18). Oh that God would
give me a measure of the bold-
ness of Elijah that I might preach
His Word without fear or favor.
So Elijah puts the blame on
Ahab where it belongs. He lets
Ahab know that God is sovereign
over all things, that God is in
control of the drought, that God
deals with nations as nations, and
will eventually and sorely punish
that nation that forsakes His
commandmants and worships idol
gods (Watch out, America). Eli-
jah said, "I have not troubled Is-
rael, but you have. You have
forsaken the Word of God and
worshipped Baal. You are not
doing what God has told you to.
You have, by your awful sins,
brought this judgment upon Is-
rael. You are the troubler of Is-
rael."
My friends, I ask you, (God

help us), has there ever in the
history of humanity, been a na-
tion more guilty of forsaking
God and serving sin than America
is at this hour? I ask you that.
Do you think there is more
liquor, per capital, drunk in Rus-
sia than in America. Is there
more sex sin, more lying, more
stealing, more rape, more crime,
more murder? Are there more
drugs? My friends, America can-
not stand up and defend herself
against the charge of forsaking
the God of the Word and the
Word of God, and plunging
deeply into all kinds of awful and
degrading sins. America has for-
saken the Word of God. From the
supreme court to the lowest citi-
zen, we have forsaken the law of
God. The supreme court has con-
nived at crime, and aided and
abetted in multitudinous murders.
The hands of our politicians are
dyed red with the blood of unborn
babies. Homosexuality, which
was once a gutter crime (It really
Still is) committed in dark hours
of the night, and in back alleys is
now unashamedly, unabashed,
and publicly carried on. Was
Sodom and Gomorrah, whom
God destroyed with fire from
heaven, any more wicked than
America, if as much so? Do you,
even for a minute, imagine that
those cities were as wicked as
San Francisco is?
God judges us as individuals,

and He also judges nations as na-
tions. There is a national entity,
there is a national identity, there
1.5 a national being; and God will
Judge nations as such. If God
Judged the world in Noah's day, if
God judged Sodom, if God has
Judged nations as such in past
history - and He has - I ask you,
will not God judge America?
Who is the troubler of Amer-

Ica? It is not the man who lives
for God. It is not the man who
Preaches God's Word. it is not the
'flan who cries out against the
sins of America. It is not those
People. It is not Jerry Falwell,
and those like him who are trou-
bling America. And I do not
agree with him in much of his
theology, but I agree with him in
decency and righteousness, and in
Protesting the sins of America. It
Is. not Jerry and the Moral
majority who are the troublers of
America.

It is the whores and whore-
mongers, the homosexuals and
all perverts who engage in illicit

the pornographers, the drug-
gles and drunks, the criminals;
and it is the women libbers, and
he ACLU crowd, and the
nurnanists who have taken over
°ur schools and most of our
government and much of our

religion. The great sinners, and
those who defend their right to be
such, these are the troublers of
America.

It is Hugh Heffner, and Larry
Flynt, and a multitudes like them
who are engaged in the damning
business of destroying all de-
cency, morality, and righte-
sousness in our land. These are
the troublers of America.

It is the leaders of nations who
have aided and abetted the crimes
of our streets that trouble Amer-
ica. Lawyers, who get rich in de-
fending criminals, and judges and
courts who turn loose on our so-
ciety men who should be in jail
or in their graves, so they can do
it again and do it again and again.
These men trouble America. Let
us put the blame where it be-
longs.
As children of God, let us not

add to the woes of our country.
Let us remember that we are the
light of the world and the salt of
the earth. Let us stand for the
Word of God and live by it. Two
reasons for the corruption of
America are: 1. There are not
many Christians in it. 2. The
Christians are not what they
should be - these, among other
reasons. Let us shine the light of
God's Word upon the darkness of
America. Let us pour the salt
into the festering corruptions of
our land. God has given us the
light. Let us let it shine. Oh, for
Christians who will shine as
God's children in the midnight
darkness of this world. 

If nobody loves you, it is
probably your own fault; for love
begets love. And if there is any-
thing better than to be loved, it is
to love! The true disciples of
Christ are not those who know
the most but those who love the
most! --Copied

A MEETING IN BURNSIDE, KENTUCKY
I have had the honor and privi-

lege of preaching two meetings
and one single service for Deer-
field Baptist Church of Somerset,
Ky. This church is now called
The Main Street Baptist Church
of Burnside, Ky. They have
moved into their large, beautiful
building in Burnside. They are
only a few miles from where they
were. I recently had the great
honor of preaching a revival
meeting for them under their new
name and in their new building.
A few years ago, Brother Wen-

dell Furlong walked into my of-
fice and introduced himself. I did
not then know what great bless-
ings would come to me from that
meeting. I have learned to dearly
love this brother preacher. He
held our last revival for us here,
and he did a fine job of preaching
for us. He showed a real desire to
help our church, and a great bur-
den for the unsaved. I do not
know any preacher who has
manifested more of this spirit in
holding a revival in a church I
pastored. I appreciate such a
spirit very much. We fellowship
frequently via the mail. We fel-
lowship some via the telephone.
I have greatly enjoyed the
fellowship we have had.
But the greatest blessings that

have come to me through that
meeting in my office have been
the privilege of preaching three
meetings for him and his church.
God has seemingly given us all a
great love for one another. I love
this man, I love his church, and
they have manifested a love for
me that has greatly blessed my
soul. I do hope that this will
long continue.
This church is different in

some ways from others in which
I have been privileged to preach.
There are a few (I emphasize
"few") differences between us as
to some things we believe and
practice. I wish they would
change on these things. But they
are differences I can live with.
They are not things that I break
fellowship over. They are not
things that unchurch an
organization. We discuss these
things in a loving spirit. Maybe
they will change on them some
day. I feel sure that I will not.
But I do hope that our love for
one another continues on and on,
and I believe it will.
There are some things that are

different about this church that I
like, even envy. I feel that many
of our churches, including mine,
could profit from some of these
things. This church is a very in-
formal church. I guess I would
rather be a little more formal, but
I surely do prefer their informal-
ity (even if it might be too much
so) to the cold, dead, dry, formal-
ity of many. In their beautiful
new building, they continue the
same informality as before. They
are enthusiastic and emotional in
their services. Oh, I do like that.
I have felt that some of our
brethren are going too far this
way, bin. I feel much more
strongly that most of us do not
have enough of this in our ser-
vices. These people are not time
conscious as to their services.
They do not have a set time to
give the preacher the pulpit, nor a
set time to close the service. I
like this. I did not preach long
(many times) but I never felt
hurried or cramped as to this
matter. One night we had so

much singing that I did not get
the pulpit until 8:35 (they start at
7:30). Well, so what? What did
anyone have to do that made it so
important that they get home
early anyway? I read somewhere
that most people go to church to
go home from church. How true
of many? I have known some
(and suspected it of others) who
seemed to have one thing on their
mind from the beginning of the
service - going home. I do not
know that I should blame my
church or the churches I preach
at, but I have allowed myself to
get pushed into the "hour syn-
drome." I feel that I must close
the service within an hour from
its beginning, or not much
longer than that. (Let us have
some comments on this matter)
The Main Street Baptist Church
of Burnside does not try to com-
press their services into a time
limit. There is a freedom as to
this that I do not often see. I
confess that, even at Burnside, I
sometimes allowed myself to get
pressed into "I need to get started
so I can get done", but I quickly
realized that it was me, not the
church, and discarded it. Yes,
this is an unusual church, and
most of the differences are on the
plus side in my way of thinking.

I preached for this church
February 6-12. It was my third
meeting (I hope there will be
others) with them. I surely con-
gratulate them on the large and
beautiful building they now have.
And they are planning to add
some Sunday School rooms and a
fellowship hall in the near future.

(Continued on Page 12, Col. 1)

SIN
by T. T. Martin

When one faces the question of
his sins, and realizes that they
deserve just punishment, one of
the first impulses is to pray and
beg of God to be let off, to be
forgiven; and, alas! much of the
religious instruction to the sinner
is to the same effect. Jesus to
Nicodemus gave no such instruc-
tion (John 3:14-16); Philip to the
eunuch gave no such instruction
(Acts 8:29-39); Paul and Silas to
the jailer gave no such instruc-
tion (Acts 16:30,31); Peter to the
household of Cornelius gave no
such instruction (Acts 10:42,43);
the gospel of John, the one book
specially given to lead a sinner to
be saved (John 20:30,31), gives
no such instruction.

But the objection is at once
brought up that in the Lord's
Prayer we are taught to pray,
"Forgive us our sins." That
Prayer begins "Our Father,"
and God is not the father of sin-
ners. "Ye are all the chil-
dren of God by faith in
Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:26); and
the prayer was given by the
Saviour to disciples (Luke 11:1,
2). and not to sinners.
But the objection is further

raised that the Bible says, "If we
confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive
us our sins." That is from the
first epistle of John, and was not
written to sinners, but to believ-
ers. John says, "These things
have I written unto you,
that ye may know that ye
have eternal life, even
unto you that believe on
the name of the Son of
God" (I John 5:13, R.V., 1884)
God can and does forgive the be-
liever on confession, because the

ONLY REMITTED BY REDEMPTION
believer is a child of God. With
the sinner it is a question of law
and justice, or right. Hence, the
Lord Jesus said, "...Till
heaven and earth pass , one
jot or one tittle shall in
no wise pass from the
law..." (Matt. 5 : 18 .
"...every transgression and
disobedience received a
just recompense of reward"
(Heb. 2:2); but there is no "just
recompense of reward" at all, if
God lets the sinner off from the
just penalty of his sins because
he prays and begs and cries to be
let off, or because priests or
preachers pray and beg for him to
be let off. "It is not possi-
ble that the blood of bulls
and of goats should take
away sins." (Heb. 10:4), be-
cause there is no "just recom-
pense of reward" in such cases.
Much less can the sins be taken
away when there is no recom-
pense of reward at all in the case,
but simply the praying and beg-
ging of the sinner to be forgiven,
to be let off, and the praying and
begging of priest warning,
"without shedding of blood
is no remission" (Heb. 9:22).
Among what are called evangeli-
cal denominations it would be
looked upon as worse than folly
for a Jew, a Unitarian or a Uni-
versalist, who had asked God of
forgive his sins, or had confessed
the sins, to claim that therefore
he was forgiven and was sure to
go to heaven. But it is just as
fatal a delusion among others as
among Jews, Unitarians and
Universalists. Every trans-
gression must have a "just
recompense of reward," however
sorry the sinner may be, however
much he may pray and beg to be

forgiven, let off; however much
the priest or preacher or friends
may pray for him to be forgiven,
to be let off. A man who has
violated the state law falls on his
knees before the judge, confesses
his sin and begs the judge to
forgive him, to let him off; and
he calls men from the audience to
come and help him beg. The
judge replies, "If I should yield to
these petitions I would be a
perjurer; I would trample on law.
Every transgression must receive
a just recompense of reward."
Would that all could realize that
every prayer from sinner, priest,
or preacher, for a sinner to be
forgiven, let off, is a prayer to
God to become a perjurer. If
sinners could realize that, after all
their kneeling every night and
confessing their sins, and praying
to be forgiven, to be let off, ev-
ery sin ever committed is still
there, and that "without shed-
ding of blood there is no
remission," they would then
realize their real need of a
Saviour, a Redeemer.
One question for the reader: If

God forgives, lets a sinner off,
simply because he is sorry and
cries and prays and begs to be let
off, or because the priest or
preacher cries, prays and begs for
him to be forgiven, to be let off,
why did Jesus die?
The word translated forgiveness

in the Bible means simply to
send away, without reference to
how sin is sent away; but God's
Word states plainly, that sins are
forgiven, sent away, by Christ
bearing them. "Behold the
Lamb of God, which taketh
away the sin of the world"
(John 1:29). "Who his own
self bare our sins in his

own body on the tree" ( I
Peter 2:24). "...Christ died
for our sins..." (I Cor. 15:3).
The prayer of the publican in

the old version, "...God be
merciful to me a sinner"
(Luke 18:13), has misled many.
If that was really the prayer of the
publican, how could the Saviour
have said, "this man went
down to his house justi-
fied"? The margin of the Re-
vised Version (1884) gives what
the Greek says, "Be thou propiti-
ated." It is the same Greek word
that in Hebrews 2:17 is
translated, "to make
reconciliation for the sins
of the people." President
Strong of Rochester Theological
Seminary gives the exact
meaning of it when he renders it,
"Be thou propitiated to me the
sinner by the sacrifice whose
smoke was then ascending in the
presence of the publican while he
prayed." And Jesus shows what
the publican said when He added,
"this man went down to
his house justified."
God's Word states plainly how

our sins are put away; not by, or
because of the praying and weep-
ing and confession of the sinner,
nor the praying and weeping and
interceding of others for the
sinner, for God to forgive him;
"...but now once in the
end of the world bath he
appeared to put away sin
by the sacrifice of
himself" Heb. 9:26).
"...Believe on the Lord Je-
sus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved..." (Acts 16:31).
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church and her pastor. I suggest
that, if you are ever in this area,
you attend services with this
church, and get acquainted with
the pastor and his wife. You will
be greatly blessed.

A MEETING
(Continued from Page 11)

When finished, this will be the
major sight in Burnside. The
building sits on a knoll on Main
Street in Burnside. Everyone
travelling route 27 through
Burnside will likely notice this
beautiful church building. They
have worked hard and sacrificed to
have this building. They will be
sacrificing more as they finish
paying for it. But they are
thrilled at what God has given
them. They constantly expressed
their gratitude to God as they
talked with me about it. Visitors
were frequently heard making re-
marks about the beautiful build-
ing.
But the same thing is on the

inside of this new building as the
old one. There are some fine
Christian people who love the
Lord, believe His Word, and seek
to faithfully serve Him. They
have had many blessings from
the Lord since I was last with
them. They have received several
new members in that time. I
preach to quite a few more people
there than most (if not all) places
I preach. I say again that the new
building and the larger numbers

have not changed this church in
any way I could see.
We had many visitors during

the meeting. I am sure that we
had visitors every service.
Brother Furlong works hard at
pastoring this church. He works
full time as a state social worker,
but this does not keep him from
putting many houir*into his
church work. He seems to know
everyone in town. He took most
of the week off from his secular
job. We visited many people
during the week. His many
hours of visiting, his friendly
spirit, his visiting other churches
during their special meetings, his
wide knowledge of preachers paid
off in an unusually large number
of visitors during the meeting. I
would say that we had as many as
75 (or more) visitors one or two
nights of the meeting, especially
one night.
There is great singing talent in

this church. I greatly enjoy
hearing their choir when I am
there. They add much to the ser-
vices. They sing two or more
specials at most of the services.
This choir is a feature attraction
at the church and a great blessing
to the services.
They have special singing,

other than the choir, from their
own membership. With all this
talent, they still show much
generosity in using many other
singers during a revival. I am
not sure of the figures, but I
know that we had other special
singers in most of the services.
The singing at this church; con-
gregational, choir, other specials,
and visiting singers adds much to
the services.
I feel that the members are

proud of their church building,
members, singing talent, kind of
services they have, and their fine
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and able pastor. I feel that they
invite many others to their
church, and that this adds to their
growth and to the unusually large
number of visitors in their spe-
cial meetings.
As of now, this church is

planning to have a Bible Confer-
ence Labor Day week-end, Sept.
1-3. I am sure that you would be
greatly blessed in attending this
conference. In fact, I am sure
that you would be blessed by at-
tending any of their services.
Just don't be in a hurry to get out
when you attend there.

I stayed with the Furlongs dur-
ing the week. I was treated roy-
ally and enjoyed this part of the
meeting. They have moved into
a new (old, but new to them)
home near the church.
I would not attempt to name

the visitors that came during the
revival. We had a large number
of preachers to visit with us. We
had many from other Baptist
churches who visited during the
meeting. We had some who
travelled a good distance in order
to be with us. As I said, I don't
ever remember having so many
visitors in a revival. I thank God
for every one of them.
There was one visitor - maybe

I should not mention this but
Reggie Moore's dog bit me when
they visited. I have considered
suing Reggie for $50,000; but
what about that Scripture about
not going to law with a brother?
What do the readers think I ought
to do about this? Well, anyway,
Reggie and his fine wife, Faye,
are some of my closest friends,
and I deeply appreciated their
coming to be in the meeting one
night. They stayed over the
night and we went to breakfast
the next morning. I took them
to breakfast, but I let them pay
for their dog's breakfast them-
selves.
I seemed to have some unusual

difficulty in choosing sermons
during this meeting. But I did
feel that, sometimes not as soon
as I desired, the Lord impressed
on my heart the message of each
night. I preached a little differ-
ently from most of my meetings.
I preached on "Wine In The
Lord's Supper", on
"Impeccability", on "Slimepits in
the world today", and on "The
Home". I preached somewhat
more practical and more against
sin than I usually do. Still I
managed to work into the
meeting the great truths we be-
lieve as to the Lord's Church and
as to the Sovereign and Saving
Grace of God.
The church received me well.

Oh, I do praise God for the good
reception He gives me and my
preaching in nearly all of the
places I preach. I often bow and
give God thanks for this. In
most places I preach, I am well
received and seemingly greatly
loved. I humbly bow and give
God glory for this. This is a
great blessing to me. To have
God's people love me and
appreciate my ministry - what
more could a preacher ask? I do
deeply love and greatly appreciate
this fine church, each member
thereof, and her fine and able
pastor. May God continue our
love for one another and our
fellowship with one another.

I ask the readers to pray for this

TAKING
(Continued from Page 8)

Satan's cup may seem sweet, but
beware of the after effects. Of
who's portion must we drink? Be
it a cup of blessing or sorrow, let
us take and give thanks; glorying
in His will. If we consider the
cup of the Lord's table as but a
symbol, let it be indeed His
sacrifice for us; His agony for us.
In the cup is love unbounded, for
in the blood is life. Yes, this cup
not only is the cup of the Lowly
One, but also the cup of the
King. Behold the blessings of
God, that we may so freely drink!
With you in mind "He took
the cup and gave thanks."

GOD DID IT!
A well-known evangelist re-

lates the following incident:
I first went to America many

years ago with the captain of a
steamer who was one of the most
devoted men I ever knew.
When off the coast of New-

foundland he said to me, "Mr.
Inglis, the fast time I crossed here
five weeks ago, something hap-
pened which revolutionized the
whole of my Christian life.

"We had George Mueller of
Bristol on board. I had been on
that bridge twenty-four hours and
never left it. George Mueller
came to me and said, 'Captain, I
have come to tell you I must be
in Quebec Saturday afternoon.'

"It is impossible,' I said.
"Very well, if your ship cannot

take me, God will find some
other way. I have never broken an
engagement for fifty-seven years.
Let us go down into the chart-
room and pray.'
"I looked at that man of God,

and thought to myself, What lu-
natic asylum can that man have
come from -- I never heard such a
thing as this.
"Mr. Mueller, I said, 'do you

know how dense this fog is?'
"No, he replied, "my eye is not

on the density of the fog, but on
the living God who controls ev-
ery circumstance of my life."
"He knelt down and he prayed

one of the most simple prayers.
When he had finished, I was go-
ing to pray, but he put his hand
on my shoulder, and toldme not
to pray, "First, you do not be-
lieve He will, and second I BE-
LIEVE HE HAS, and there is no
need whatever for you to pray
about it."
"I looked at him, and George

Mueller said, "Captain, I have
known my Lord for fifty-seven
years, and there has never been a
single day that I have failed to get
an audience with the King. Get
up, Captain, and open the door,
and you will find the fog is
gone."
"I got up and the fog was in-

deed gone!
"On Saturday afternoon,

George Mueller was in Quebec
for his engagement."

My friends, I preach to you
with all my heart the doctrines of
the grace of God: nevertheless, I
just as boldly remind you that the
grace of God in the heart brings
forth the fruit of the Spirit in the
life. Where grace reigns, there
will be in the attitude, conduct,
and conversation that which be-
tokens its presence.

--C.H. Spurgeon

ANNOUNCEMENT
There will be a Bible conference at the First Baptist Church

of Independence, 5708 Madison Pike, Independence, Ken-
tucky, April 18th through 23rd. Evening services will be at
7:00 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday. Sunday services will
be at 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Speakers will be:
Tuesday - Pastors Al Gormley and Scott Guilley
Wednesday - Pastors James Crace and James Duvall
Thursday - Pastors Wayne Camp and Jack Duplechain
Friday - Pastors Wayne Camp and Jack Duplechain
Saturday - Pastors Jerry Gumm and Robert Ginn
Sunday morning and evening - Pastor Wendell Furlong
For further information call Pastor Ron Crisp, 606-356-

8135.

ANNOUNCEMENT
Elder Homer Crain will be preaching in revival services at

Salem Missionary Baptist Church April 24-29. The church is
located on Rt. 784; Big Lost Creek. Services will be at 7:30
nightly. For further information call the pastor, Elder
Charles Lybrook, at 606-473-6044.

Elder Gordon Buchanan will be preaching in revival ser-
vices at Providence Baptist Church, 11830 Pine Forest Dr.
in New Port Richey, Florida. The church is located just off
Florida 52. Services will be at 7 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day. There will be a fellowship meeting on Saturday begin-
ning at 10 a.m. Elders Buchanan, George Sledd, and
Willard Pyle are scheduled speakers. The church will furnish
the noon meal for all who attend. There will be no Saturday
night service. Sunday services will be at 10 and 11 a.m. and
4 p.m. For further information call Pastor Andy Proctor at
813-862-2509.

EASTER
Many times, approaching the Faster season,
Have I wondered what could be the reason,
Easter always comes on a different date,
Sometimes early and sometimes late.

Oh, I have wondered at Rome's false decree,
For between Friday and Sunday there just can't be
Three days aid three nights as they would tell us,
Though most folk accept it without any fuss.

Bunnies and Baskets, colored eggs,
Hot - Cross buns, please tell me, I beg,
What have these to do with our risen Lord,
And where are they found in His Holy word?

Now the customs are pagen; they signify birth,
And return of the sun to replenish the earth;
But even the name, Easter, should tell us something,
For its name comes from "eastre", the goddess of Spring.

And so, once more, the hand of Satan we can thus trace,
Cunningly seeking to ensare, and to erase
The significance of the gospel from man's mind,
I think 'twas for this purpose, Easter was designed!

But oh, the heart of Jesus surely must be grieved,
To think His blood-bought children would be so deceived;
Surely if they stopped to think, they would not be entwined
With this festival of "Eastre", or bow down to her shrine!

Now I like to sit in deep reflection,
Thinking of Christ and His resurrection;
How they crucified Him, oh day of gloom,
And buried Him there within the tomb!

They crucified Him, God's sinless Lamb,
On Nisan fourteenth, Christ, the great "I Am";
Crucified Him there when God's time was ripe,
Of whom the Passover lamb was a type.

Three days and three nights, the Bible makes plain,
In the heart of the earth, Christ would remain;
Just as Jonah spent three days and three nights,
Within the big fish, another true type.

But the grave could not hold Him, for He arose,
In triumphant vict'ry, to justify those
Whom the Father had chosen and given to Him,
Oh, He paid the sin-debt for each one of them!

Now Christ was resurrected on the first day of the, week,
And observance of His resurrection I love to keep;
Not as many observe it, just once yearly, I fear,
But weekly, on the first day, fifty-two times a year!

Kathryn Parrish
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