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THINGS THAT CHRISTIANS
SHOULD BE DELIVERED FROM
G alatians 1:1-4
bY John M. Alber, Pastor
.
Introduction.
'PAUL, an apostle, (not
tlisf Men, neither by man,
„
uut by Jesus Christ, and
kl.od the Father, who raised
411,_lin from the dead;) And all
`fie brethren which are with
'
oe,
h
unto the churches of
'alatia: Grace be to you
ahd peace from God the
Pather, and from our Lord
J!sus Christ, Who gave
‘
IIlaiself for our sins, that
;Z. might deliver us from
'
Is present evil world,
cording to the will of
i0(1 and our father." (Gal.
:1-4).
8e1oved, before one can be deilvered, they first must know the
1 0rd Jesus Christ as their personal
'
hord and Saviour. Therefore, on
i at one account, a honest genuine
,
t)ck at what we were becomes
ost necessary. The Old Testa0t Prophet, Isaiah wrote, "All
"e like sheep have gcine

astray; we have turned every one to his own way;
and the LORD hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all"

e

by John R. Gilpin, Sr.
I am sure that every one will
agree that there is something
wrong with the churches of today.
Even in Jesus' day there was
wrong in the church He established, for Judas Iscariot, it's treasurer was a thief. From that day
till this, we have never had a perfect church, for all churches are
made up of imperfect human beings; and even today regardless of
the claims of some who say that
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perfectly, there isn't a church in all
the world but what there is something wrong in it.
Human judgment would give
varied answers as to the wrong.
However, only heaven's judgment
is to be trusted. It is because of
this that we turn to the Scriptures
for our answer to the question,
"What's wrong with the church?"
Ephesus, the largest of these
seven churches, had left her first
(Continued on Page 7, Col. 4)
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(Isa. 53:6). The Apostle Paul tells
us that we were lost sinners and
that without strength, ungodly,
the enemy of God - "For when
without
were
yet
we
strength, in due time Christ
died for the ungodly. For
scarcely for a righteous
(Continued on Page 7, Col. 2)

STUDIES
IN ACTS
, by Willard Willis
4:And all the people saw
walking and praising
sot/di'(Acts 3:9). Has anyone ever
n You walking and praising
citki? Did he have more cause to
°0 than we?
And they knew that it
at4s he which sat for alms
t ththe Beautiful gate of the
wei",,Ple; and they were filled
wonder and amazement

WHAT'S WRONG WITH THE
CHURCH? - RUN BY A WOMAN
they live absolutely sinlessly and
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MORMONISM: ITS ORIGIN,
CHARACTERISTICS AND
DOCTRINES - Part 2
by R. G. McNiece
The Doctrines of the
Mormon System
All that has been said under the
preceding division about the characteristics of Mormonism, has
been a setting forth of its false and
anti-scriptural teachings on the
four important subjects of
prophecy, revelation, Divine authority of the bogus priesthood,
and the bogus apostles. The
Mormon church does not publish
its peculiar teachings and beliefs.
If it did, it would gain no more
converts; it waits until its con-

verts are thoroughly entrapped before its peculiar doctrines are disclosed. Its whole system is carried
on, so far as new converts are
concerned, by means of the most
systematic deception. Its missionaries wear black frock coats
and white cravats so that the people are -deceived into supposing
that they are Christian ministers.
In the spring of 1844, when the
Mormon church was being
severely condemned all over the
country, John Wentworth, who
was publishing a paper in
Chicago, asked Joseph Smith to

state what the Mormons believe.
Smith and some of his associates
put their heads together, and sent
out thirteen articles as a summary
of Mormon belief. It is simply
another piece of deception for
these articles do not contain one
doctrine peculiar to Mormonism,
but are rather a summary of doctrines held by the Christian denominations. And yet they stand
today as representing Mormon belief. When we come to test these
articles by the official books of
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 3)
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INTERCOMMUNION:
INCONSISTENT AND
UNSCRIPTURAL
Chapter 7
False Pretensions Exposed
by J. R. Graves
Pedobaptists and Campbellites
make a great boast of their superior Christian liberality, and appeal to their open communion
principles and practice in proof of
it; and the world, and most Baptists, even, believe their pretensions are really valid, and Baptists
alone unscripturally rigid and
"close," and, therefore, illiberal
and "bigoted." Now, the real fact
is, that all Pedobaptist denominations are, by their very principles
and their statutes, their standards
and their practice, more strict than
even those Baptist churches who
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A Sermon by Pastor Joseph M.Wilson

THE UNPARDONABLE SIN
"Verily I say unto you,
All sins shall be forgiven
unto the sons of men, and
blasphemies wherewithsoever they shall blaspheme:
But he that shall blaspheme
against the Holy Ghost
hath never forgiveness, but
is in danger of eternal
damnation: Because they
said, He hath an unclean
spirit" (Mk. 3:28-30)
Before I preached this sermon at
my church, I preached a sermon on
"Big Sins" showing that the man
most guilty before God could be
saved by the grace and power of
God. I then preached a sermon on
a

"Little Sins" showing that no
matter how little a man had
sinned, he still needed the salvation of the Lord, without which he
would go to eternal hell. I then
preached this sermon in connection with the other two. My purpose in these sermons has been to
encourage and exhort the unsaved
to repent of sin and believe on Jesus Christ and thus obtain eternal
salvation. I will bring this in
again at the close of this message.
The sin mentioned in my text,
and which I refer to as "The Unpardonable Sin" is mentioned also
in Matthew 12:31-32 and in Luke
12:10. I do not believe this sin is

mentioned anywhere else in the
Bible. I do not believe that Genesis 6:3 refers to this sin, but simply states that the Lord would not
continue to strive with the men of
that day, but that at the appointed
time the flood would come and
destroy them all except Noah and
his family. Romans 1:24-28 does
not refer to this sin, but simply
refers to the fact of God's giving
up the heathen world to the depths
of sin and shame as they indulged
in the lusts of depravity.
Hebrews 6:1-4 does not refer to
this sin. That Scripture states the
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1)

J.R. Graves
observe the Supper as a strictly
church ordinance, as set forth in
this book--for they never give an
open-communion invitation to
Baptists and Campbellites, or to
each other, except in open violation of those principles and laws
which they have, by solemn oath
or pledge before God, bound
themselves to observe; and, more
than this, in their practice, they do
not, and dare not, commune with
(Continued on Page 5, Col. 5)
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UNPARDONABLE
(Continued from Page 1)
hypothetical position that if a
saved person would lose his
salvation, he could never be saved
again; not that he could lose it,
but stating security in a strong
way. Hebrews 10:26-29 does not
deal with this sin. These verses
tell us that if one hears the gospel
of Jesus Christ, willfully rejects it
and continues in sin, there will
never be another offering for sin;
it is Christ or hell. I John 5:16
does not speak of the unpardonable
sin. This verse tells of the sin or
the continuing in a sin by a child
of God that God, according to the
exercise of His sovereignty, punishes by the chastisement of
physical death. I do not believe
that the Bible refers to this unpardonable sin anywhere except in the
above mentioned three Scriptures.
These Scriptures, especially as
worded in the Matthew passage, do
not support the Roman Catholic
doctrine of purgatory. The words
there, "it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this
world, neither in the world
to come " do not mean that
there are sins that can be forgiven
in the world to come, but only
emphasize the unpardonable character of the mentioned sin.
Purgatory is a doctrine that was
invented by the Roman Catholic
Church in order to steal money
from her members. I say "steal"
advisedly, for taking money under
false pretenses is everywhere regarded as thievery. When the Roman Catholic priest takes money
from people, pretending that such
money will shorten the time a
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loved one will spend in purgatory,
this is surely taking money under
false pretenses. There is no purgatory from which a priest may deliver one earlier than otherwise.
And if there were such a place, the
priest could not shorten one's time
there. No, these words cannot be
properly or honestly used to support such a wicked and false doctrine.
This doctrine, in a perverted
form, has been used to browbeat

Joe Wilson
sinners and push them into a profession of faith. How many times
has the evangelist, during the
invitation, warned the unsaved
that, "If you don't get saved
tonight, the Holy Spirit may leave
you, quit striving with you, and
you can never be saved." Such
browbeating is not proper to a
messenger of God. Doubtless,
many have been frightened thus
into a false profession.
The devil has used a perverted

form of this doctrine to terrify
sinners and discourage them from
even thinking about trusting
Christ for salvation. He uses the
false message of the preacher and
puts into the mind of the sinner
that he has committed the unpardonable sin and cannot be saved.
The sinner is driven to despair by
this.
A good way to find out what
something does mean is to find
out some things that it does not
mean. I want to point out three
great truths that are not in anywise
affected by the doctrine of the unpardonable sin, whatever that sin
is. All of the elect will be saved.
Whatever the unpardonable sin is,
not one of those elected to eternal
salvation from before the world
began, will commit this sin. All
of the saved are saved forever.
Whatever the unpardonable sin is,
none of the saved will ever commit it. It will not affect their eternal security in Christ.
Anyone who wants to be saved,
can be saved. Whatever the unpardonable sin is, it cannot change
this wonderful truth. No one who
wants to be saved has committed
the unpardonable sin, whatever it
is. Oh, I delight to preach the free
offer of the gospel. Some
sovereign grace people do not like
this terminology, but I preach it
anyway. In the gospel of Jesus
Christ, eternal life is offered to all
who hear that gospel. Men may
oppose that term "free offer" all
they will, but I will preach until
my preaching days are over down

here that anyone, anywhere, anytime, who will repent of sin and
believe on Jesus Christ will be
eternally saved. If the Bible does
not repeatedly teach this, then I
am unable to understand what it
teaches on this matter.
Now, let us look at some false
explanations of what constitutes
the unpardonable sin. I heard one
preacher say that it was to deny
the virgin birth. He said that
Christ was conceived in the womb
of the virgin Mary by the Holy
Spirit, and for anyone to deny that
would be to commit the
unpardonable sin. I always wondered if he was really serious about
this. I feel quite certain that there
are many who have previously denied the virgin birth, who now
gladly trust this virgin born one as
their Saviour.
One favorite theory with many
is that suicide is the unpardonable
sin. They say that the one doing
this would not have time to get
forgiveness for this sin, and thus
could not be saved. Now, I am
sure that suicide is a sin. I do not
think any of us will disagree on
this. I suspect that the vast
majority of those who commit
suicide are unsaved sinners who go
immediately into hell. But I feel
very confident in saying that some
Christians have committed suicide, that this does not at all affect
their salvation, and they are now
in heaven with the Lord. I do not
desire to mitigate the sinfulness of
this act, but I believe that some
Christians have been so pressed
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grace and effectual power, belie"
savingly in the Son of God.
Among those with whom 1 113t̀
been acquainted personally, et,
hearing them preach, or by re!
ing; the most prominent and r
,
ular opinion as to the unpardu
able sin has been this: to resist',
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Walk a
There must be a real effort on the part of each party to believe
the other party says. Sometimes, when a brother has lied repea
Ved
i rioly
about the Matter, it is difficult to believe what he says. But the ect
should be made. And sometimes one must act as if what his brov tt ight
says is so, even if he does have serious doubts. I do not mean he iS Rim
h
s
be a hypocrite, but that he must be willing to deal with the probleal,t ,"°IY sj
if what the brother said is true. In the above mentioned case, I broa mu. /
up a point that had justifiably caused me to have some hard feeliti,„C
The brother said that he did not remember it being that way. I acceP; saved.
his statement at face value. This had much to do with our reconclio h Noel
tion. Had I refused to do this, and insisted on calling the brother a
on this point, we could have gone no further. I believe he told tre Iltnent
truth. In efforts at reconciliation, one should, not accuse the other Q141. F
lying except upon absolutely conclusive evidence.
•0
41at
There must be communication between the involved parties. WO ,
this, reconciliation is an absolute impossibility. A man and wife
an argument. They will not communicate with one another over it.
se
Drear,,
matter will not be resolved; it will only get worse. This applies
Who'l
such cases. Communication is absolutely essential to reconciliatiti
problei
When one refuses to communicate with another about a
tween them, it just proves that he does not desire reconciliation.
'et
this Rc
above example, the brother and I talked, and in a few minutes the P
poAs
lem was settled. Praise the Lord!
soy
There must be love. Oh, this is the answer. It is, in fact, the au if t Pula
r,
to most of our problems. Can I truthfully say that I love a brothe,
tt
am not willing, even desirous, to be reconciled with him? Can 1?al1/4 "
„
1 ased
for the Lord should cause us to do all in our power to resolve lio) "
anY c,
Often
problems and have sweet and blessed fellowship with one another
can I have close fellowship with my Lord when I just will not evevelf Pkks,
thy
to do so with my brother? Love for the cause of Christ would fru oft, (
o Poi
the
to do anything reasonable and right to have reconciliation and resiA dli
fellowship. Oh, how the cause of Christ suffers over unreconcilelo "
e the
ferences between brothers and churches! Churches, totally innoeerlap verYol
&aye&
not at all involved, suffer over the unreconciled differences of u(ovo:
the si,s,
Such things ought not to be. Certainly, love for my brother will tiirf
"
me to do anything I can to be reconciled with him; I say again,
Sp.
cototflt
must be love.
R,
Well, I praise God for the incident described at the beginning up, -.Lye
Let
r
editorial. I look for much good to come from this. I know that I
4bsurd.
blessed
11)L
been blessed by this. I feel that my brother has been
know that others at the conference are blessed thereby. I hcliev,:o, toly
ts
the work of the Lord and the cause of Christ will benefit from Olio
t
Pirit •
onciliation. I hate to have hard feelings. I love to get rid of their
ail h
do have them. Oh, it is like the lifting of a heavy burden. Br,A--hapll tie Pu?'"'
with a long time friend in Christ, or even one barely known, is
s4viri
"gar
do. It greatly hurts the spiritually sensitive soul. No one enjoYso
one benefits from it. But making up is so wonderful. It is aka° VI,' Pt O"iR
Ikea.
falling in love (I speak reverently) all over again. I still feel in olY
kllyth•
ManY
P
ool(
the joy of the reconciliation with which I began this.
benefit from a making up. The parties making up benefit. MailY 0011'; Dh''"(
errid
also benefit. And above all, the Lord is pleased with such (How,cioo, abe
be pleased with all our disputes, breaking up, quarrels, and
I 11,
1G
s
et thes
reconciliations. The work and cause of Christ benefits when u
brothers are reconciled. Yours for restored fellowships.

FROM THE EDITOR
I was at a conference recently. It was a great conference. The preaching was great. The fellowship was wonderful. The spirit of the conference (and this is so important) was sweet and precious. The following
incident stands out to me as maybe the greatest personal blessing of the
conference.
A preacher brother was at the conference. He stated to another
preacher that he came to the conference prepared to not like Joe Wilson.
I went to the conference already knowing that I did not like him. But we
were both Christians. We both desired that the matter between us be
straightened out. We were both submissive to the Holy Spirit as He led
in the matter.
Well, we talked about the matter. We talked in a spirit of Christian
love. Why,in only a matter of a few minutes the whole matter was resolved, we shook hands, and had good fellowship the rest of the
conference. I hope that this will lead to a long fellowship between us,
and maybe a working together somewhat in the service of the Lord; I
believe this will be true.
I was so blessed by this. I am so happy about it. I have been thinking about it. I have been thinking about how this problem was settled
between us. I have studied this. Maybe I have come up with some
thoughts that would help in similar cases. I believe they would. I think
we might apply these things to many similar situations; problems in
the home, problems in a church, problems between churches, and
problems between individuals. Many of these thoughts could apply to
everyone, but I am thinking mainly of Christians. Let me give you
some of the things that have come to mind as I have pondered this
blessed experience.
There must be a desire to have the problem settled (I will not mention it each time, but I mean both parties must do the things I suggest).
If one is satisfied and content with a problem between him and another,
if one does not desire to have the problem peaceably settled; then
nothing can be done. There are some who have such hard feelings that
they just do not desire to have matters reconciled with another. God
forbid, but there may be some who are happy that the problem exists
and do not want it resolved. If this be the case, the party who does
desire reconciliation must just let the matter go for the present - except
to pray about it. Reconciliation cannot be forced; it must come from
those who truly desire it.
There must be some humility. Pride is a great destroyer of peace and
fellowship between men. I doubt that two opposing parties will ever be
reconciled until and unless there is at least some humility on both
parts. Might I just add that a failure to reconcile between believers always indicates that there is pride on the part of one or both. Oh,
humility is a great inducement and help to reconciliation.
There must be an honest facing of the problem. Reconciliation will
never come about when one or the other just will not honestly face the
problem. I find this to be a great problem with many Christians - just
to honestly face the dividing situation. In connection with this, let me
say that there must be total honesty on the part of the parties involved.
There can be no reconciliation without this totally honest dealing with
the problem and with one another.
There must be a willingness on the part of both parties to listen to
the other. I cannot reconcile a problem with my brother if I want to say
all that I have to say, then am not willing to hear what he has to say.
There should be a full, courteous, patient hearing of what each one has
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UNPARDONABLE
(Continued from Page 2)
hell The sinner is told that the
unlY Spirit is trying to save him,
that if he does not let the Holy
Spirit save him, the Spirit may
quit trying, leave him alone, never
bother him again, and let him go
to hell. This is stated in many
different ways. It is called the unPardonable sin. However it is not
sPecified and detailed as to just
What and when it might be. The
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enjoYs
sinners. According to this
s
130‘‘,"Ing, man is bigger and more
in '
0Iped krlytherf
. ul than God. God can't do
ganY
Ilitti"'Ing except what man will let
MaflY
011r Phefr.d°. This is well nigh blas(How c.00511 46,'"Y as to
its false teachings
divis.1)F
iyhes
Scriptures to off
'nese
false doctrines. "Thy

j

e

-rt!God.
btkive you two

people shall be willing in
the 'day of thy
(Psa.110:3). Does this sound like
God can't save whom He wants to
save? "All that the Father
giveth me shall come to
me...." (Jn.6:37). Now, put this
Bible truth against the heresies of
men as to God saving whom He
desires to save.
Well, what is the unpardonable
sin? Mark 3:30 explains it. It even
tells us that it explains it. Note
the word "Because." This tells
us why Jesus had spoken of the
unpardonable sin. It tells us what
they did in the doing of which,
they committed the unpardonable
sin.
Let us notice the contextual
background, here and in the parallel Scriptures in Matthew 12:3132 and Luke 12:10. Jesus had cast
out demons. He did this in the
power of the Holy Spirit. He did
this to authenticate His claims to
be the Messiah. The Pharisees
would not accept this absolute and
undeniable proof that Jesus was
what He claimed to be because
they were determined to not accept
Him as the promised Messiah,
Lord, and Saviour. They invented
a horrible theory to get around the
evidence so plainly given. They
said that Jesus had the devil and
that He cast out devils by the
power of and in league with the
prince of the devils. They attributed the works of the Spirit in
the ministry of Jesus Christ to the
devil. In doing this, they committed the unpardonable sin. The unpardonable sin was the sin of
those Pharisees in attributing the
work of the Spirit in and through
Christ to the devil, by saying,
"He hath an unclean spirit."
Once more, this is the unpardonable sin.
Can just anyone commit this
sin? Are we willing to say that
anyone who attributes any work
of the Spirit to the devil has
committed this sin? I think not.
The Holy Spirit inspired the
Bible. The Bible teaches once
saved always saved. Holy Roller
preachers and some others teach
that this doctrine is of the devil; I
have heard this said many a time.
Does this mean that they have
committed the unpardonable sin? I
think not. John Wesley said that
the God of election and
predestination was his devil. Did
he thus commit the unpardonable
sin? I would not say so.
Let's go back to Mark 3:30,
which I have said tells us what
this sin is. Note the word "they"
in that verse. It is not just anyone
who says this. It is those people
who knew somewhat of the Word
of God, who had seen Christ's
miracles, who knew that the evidence was all there that Jesus was
the Messiah, who absolutely refused to receive Him as such, and
who invented this explanation of
His miracles. They were the ones
who committed the unpardonable
sin by saying, "He hath an
unclean spirit." It is not just
anyone who says this who commits this sin.
Now note the word "He" in
verse. The
words
this
"Because," "they," and "He"
in this verse will explain to us
what the unpardonable sin is. This
sin was a sin against the work of
the Spirit in and through Christ
during His earthly ministry.
Can this sin be committed today? No, I don't think so; because
Christ is not here today on earth
doing miracles by the power of the
Holy Spirit. This sin was limited
to certain persons and to a certain
time and to a specific situation. I
do not believe that many people

11
4. It will be seen that Mor- through the4,
atonement of Jesus
Witinishi 'belieVeS in many gods. CliriS4 all mankind may be saved,
"Are there more gods than one? by obedience to the laws and ordiYes, many"(Catechism).
nances of the gospel."
5. These gods continue to have
1. That is, the bogus Mormon
children forever. "Each god, gospel. According to the official
through his wife or wives, raises teachings of Mormonism, who
up a numerous family of sons and was Jesus Christ? The son of
daughters...for each father and Adam-god and Mary. "The Father
mother will be in a condition to has begotten Him in His own
multiply forever and ever" (The likeness. He was not begotten of
Seer, 1,37). This is directly con- the Holy Ghost. And who is the
trary to our Saviour's teaching in Father? He is the first of the huMark 12:25: "For when they man family" (Brigham Young, J.
shall rise from the dead, of D., I, 50).
they neither marry, nor are
2. Christ is represented as havgiven in marriage; but are ing plural wives. "We say it was
as the angels which are in Jesus Christ who was married (at
heaven."
Cana to the Mary and Martha),
It seems incredible that such whereby He could see His seed
dishonoring heathenish views of before He was crucified"(Apostle
God, the Almighty Creator and 0. Hyde,Sermon).
Governor of the world, should be "The atonement made by Jesus
held and propagated in Christian Christ brought about the resurrecAmerica, by an organization call- tion from the dead, and restored
ing itself "The Church of Jesus life" (B of M., Alma, 42:23).
Christ of Latter-Day Saints."
"Redemption from personal sins
6. They teach that the Holy can only be obtained through obeSpirit is a kind of ethereal sub- dience to the requirements of the
stance diffused through space. gospel (Mormon ceremonies) and
"The purest, most refined and a life of good works."
subtle of all these substances "Will all the people be damned
(such as electricity, galvanism, who are not Latter-Day Saints?
magnetism)...is that substance Yes, and a great many of them
called the Holy Spirit" (Key, except they repent speedily"
p.39).
(Brigham Young, J. of D., I,
How refreshing to turn to the 339). Our Saviour said: "For
Divine Word and read its convinc- God sent not his Son into
ing and authoritative teachings the world to condemn the
about God. We read in Genesis world: but that the world
1:1: "In the beginning God through him might be
created the heaven and the saved" (John 3:17).
earth"; in
Deuteronomy "Article IV: We believe that the
6:4:"Hear, 0 Israel, the first principle and ordinances of
LORD our God is one the Bible are: First, Faith in the
LORD:" in Psalm 104:1: "...0 Lord Jesus Christ; Second,
LORD my God, thou art Repentance; Third, Baptism by
very great; Thou art clothed immersion for the remission of
with honor and majesty"; in sins; Fourth, Laying on of hands
Isaiah 45:5: "I am the LORD, for the gift of the Holy Ghost."
and there is none else..."; in
1. "The sectarian doctrine of
John 14:26: " But the Com- justification by faith alone has
forter, which is the Holy exercised an influence for evil
(Continued from Page 1)
Ghost, whom the Father since the early days of ChristianMormonism, we find they are will send in my name, he ity" (Talmage's Articles of Faith,
thoroughly deceiving. Let us take shall teach you all things, p.120).
up the first six or seven of these and bring all things to your
Paul says: "For ye are all
pretended articles of belief, and see remembrance, whatsoever I the children of God by faith
have said unto you." The in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:26).
how misleading they are.
"Article I: We believe in God Holy Spirit, then, is a Divine 2. How to obtain the Holy
the eternal Father, and in His Son person, and not an "ethereal sub- Spirit: "There is a set mode by
which this great gift (the Holy
Jesus Christ, and in the Holy stance."
Artiele II: "We believe that Spirit) is conferred upon
Ghost."
1. By God the eternal Father, men will be punished for their mankind...the laying on of hands
the Mormon officials mean Adam. own sins, and not for Adam's by men who have themselves
received it, and have been called of
(For convenience we will use the transgressions."
following abbreviations: B. of M. But that is very different from God and ordained to administer it"
for Book of Mormon; D. & C. for holding that Adam did not (That means the Mormon
Doctrine and Covenants; P.G.P. transgress the law of God. Here is priesthood). Our Saviour said:
for Pearl of Great Price; Comp. the teaching of the Mormon Cate- ..."how much more shall
for Compendium of Mormon chism: "Was it necessary that your heavenly Father give
Doctrine; Key. for Pratt's Key to Adam should partake of the the Holy Spirit to them
Theology; J. of D. for Journal of forbidden fruit? Yes, unless he that ask him?" The Holy
Discourse--volumes of Mormon had done so, he would not have Spirit, our Saviour teaches, is
Sermons; and M.C. for Mormon known good and evil here, neither given in answer to prayer, and is
Catechism). Brigham Young could he have had moral poster- not dependent on the priesthood of
taught that Adam was promoted to ity."
the Mormon church, or any other
be the god of this world: "He "Is it proper for us to consider church.
(Adam)is our Father and our God, the transgressions of Adam and
"Article V: We believe that a
Eve as a grievous calamity, and man must be called of God by
and the only God
2.
This Adam-god is a that all mankind would have been prophecy, and by the laying on of
polygamist. "When our Father infinitely more happy if the fall hands by those who are in authorAdam came into the garden of had not occurred? No, but we ity, to preach the gospel and adEden, he came into it with a ought to consider the fall of our minister in the ordinances
celestial body, and brought Eve, first parents as one of the great thereof."
one of his wives, with him" steps to eternal exaltation and
According to Mormonism, the
(Brigham Young, J. of D., 1,50). happiness"(Catechism, chapter 8). only persons who have any right
What saith the Scriptures: "If to administer the ordinances of
3. The Mormon officials teach
that those who build up large we say that we have no sin, baptism and the Lord's Supper are
polygamous establishments on we deceive ourselves, and the representatives of the Mormon
earth, will be promoted to be gods the truth is not in us" (I priesthood. It unchurches all the
in the heavenly world, and will John 1:8). "Wherefore as by Christian denominations, and imone man (Adam) sin entered pudently claims that the Mormon
rule over kingdoms.
Take this heathen teaching of into the world, and death by church is the only true church;
Joseph Smith: "God Himself was sin; and so death passed whereas it is not a church at all in
once as we are now, and is an upon all men, for that all the New Testament sense, and has
exalted Man (in other words, have sinned" (Rom. 5:12).
simply a big Mormon)...And you "For the wages of sin is (Continued on Page 4,Col. 5)
have got to learn how to be gods death; but the gift of God
yourselves, the same as all gods is eternal life through Jesus THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
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have done before you" (J. of D., Christ our Lord" (Rom. 6:23).
"Article III: We believe that
PAGE THREE
V1.4; Comp. 283).

have ever committed it. I do not
'anYon6 e'ati'COM m it'it"loday..
There is not a man living on the
face of this earth who has
committed this sin, or who can
commit this sin. Oh, I do not
want to lessen any part of the
Word of God. I do want to be true
to that Word. I do not want to
make sin look any less than the
vile, black, horrible thing that it
really is. I do not want to lessen
the thrust of any warning in the
Bible. I do not want to blunt the
sharp edge of any portion of the
Word of God. Sin is awful. Sin is
terrible. Sin will send you to hell
except you repent and believe the
gospel.
I return to my beginning. I
preached this as one of three connected sermons. I preached these
sermons to exhort and encourage
sinners to trust Jesus Christ as
Saviour. I preached on "Big Sins"
to show that any sinner, no matter
how many or how terrible his
sins, could be saved by the grace
and power of God. I preached on
"Little Sins" to show that no
matter how little one had sinned,
he still must be saved or go to
hell. I preached on "The Unpardonable Sin" to show that there is
no man living today who is guilty
of this sin. I preached these three
sermons to show that any sinner
who wants to be saved, can be
saved. I say this to any who read
this message. If you want to be
saved, you can be. Big sinners
can be saved. Little sinners need
to be saved. No one has committed an unpardonable sin and can't
be saved. If you want to be saved,
you can be. "Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou
shalt be saved" (Acts 16:31).

MORMONISM

We are not saved by enduring to the end, but if we are saved, we will endure.
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individual church, but the
judgment as to absenteeism.
Perhaps I could borrow a phrase
from a dear friend of mine and
simply say, "to each his own."
Thank you for your question.
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Could it ever be proper to exclude a memberfrom some
church privileges, but notfrom membership?
JOHN
LENEGAR
126 N.
Washington St.,
No. 5,
Delaware,Ohio
43015
PASTOR:
Walnut Creek
Missionary Baptist
Church
Delaware,OH.

tise, I do not believe it should be
done. It may be that some assemblies practise this: I do not know.
As I have said before,a church has
the right to set their own practise
on subjects such as this not fully
defined in Scripture as long as the
practise does not go against
Scripture, or violate Christian
charity.

I Corinthians 5:6 says,"Know
ye not that a little leaven
SAM
leaveneth the whole lump?"
WILSON
Exclusion in most cases results
1490 North
from a public offence against the
Spring St.
assembly. At times exclusion can Gladwin,MI
48624
result from a private offence between two, or more members, but
PASTOR
not before the steps of Matthew
Grace
5:23,24 and Matthew 18:15-17 are Baptist Church
followed in every detail and the Gladwin, MI.
results lead progressively only to
exclusion. The reasons for excluRead I Corinthians; 12:14-31.
sion are never to be taken lightly
I believe that this passage from
and one of the ultimate purposes
God's Word will refute such a thein exclusion is the spiritual
as mentioned in our question.
restoration and good of the ex- ory
Let me answer this question with
cluded. An excluded brother, or
emphatic "NO!" It is never
sister is not an automatic enemy, a most
to exclude a member of the
proper
although that seems the case ofchurch privitentimes, but we are to pray for church from some
full membernot
from
leges
but
them and admonish them as we
agree with the
do
not
ship.
I
also
may have opportunity. A person
standwho has come to the place of ex- term; "a member in good
not
in
good
ing."
If
they
are
clusion must be excluded from
they still
why
are
standing,
then
membership and its privileges.
For whatever reason exclusion members? There is absolutely no
comes, the church must act in Scripture to back up the practice
unity as to its treatment of the in- as mentioned in this question.
dividual. Members cannot treat the There is very little, if any history
not
individual with the same social to back up this practice. I do
such
and
rewe
can
do
feel
that
familiarity that they did in the
Bible.
consistent
with
the
main
past, but never as an enemy. I
Let me ask a couple of quesCorinthians 5:11 tells us we are
tions
about this practice. Which
not to eat with (socialize) with a
church
privileges are you going
disorderly brother. Likewise, II
away
from these members? Is
take
Thessalonians 3:14,15 says,
privilege
of voting on
it
the
"And if any man obey not
gives you
business?
Who
church
our word, by this epistle,
have
can
you
How
the
right?
note that man, and have no
practice
you
authority
if
church
company with him, that he
may be ashamed. Yet count this? Are you going to deny them
him not as an enemy, but the right to take the Lord's Supadmonish
him
as
a per? On what grounds? I know
brother." We are not to treat one privilege you will not deny
them as though nothing had hap- them; that is the privilege of paypened, but our actions should lead ing their tithes and offerings. You
them to be ashamed. In view of all would welcome their money but
of this, could we only partially deny them the right to vote. This
exclude a member by just exclud- is wrong. This is a practice that
ing him, or her from some church sounds good but is full of great
privileges? It is my conviction and terrible inconsistencies. I
that it should not be done. Would would urge churches not to pracwe exclude them from public tice this. You are setting yourself
troubles. You must
praying, or the Lord's table ser- up for future
make
a
new
set of rules for
now
vice, or voting in a business
Which practices do
practice.
this
meeting? If they are worthy of
exclude someone from church
exclusion from any one of these you
membership, and which from just
privileges, or others, they must be
some church privileges? Which
worthy of exclusion of memberchurch privileges will be taken
ship. Membership includes all of
away for which sins? There are far
these privileges, and to take away
too many questions and far too
some takes away all. I see no
answers for this practice.
few
Scriptural example of such excluLet
me conclude by saying this.
sionary practise. An excluded
should be excluded
If
a
person
person is to be shunned until
privileges, I
from
some
church
restoration, if that comes about.
also be experson
should
that
Excluding a person from some
membership.
church
cluded
from
church privileges, but not memtry to be too nice in
bership would make them a sub- Let us not
compromise
standard member. Since there is no this area. There is no
not come up with
here.
Let
us
Scriptural example for such pracpractices that sound good but do
not agree with Bible teaching and
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
common sense. No, it is not
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proper to exclude a member from
PAGE FOUR
some church privileges and not

church membership. May God
bless you all.
(Editor's Note: Very good,
son!)

JOHN PRUITT
Rt. 1 Box 452-B
Williamson,
GA. 30292
PASTOR
W.Griffin
Baptist Church
Griffin, GA.

I personally know of no Scriptural evidence for such conduct. I
realize that many churches practice
this. Neither can I say that it is
improper to do such. Perhaps
there would have to be some consideration given to the type of offence committed. Furthermore, I
believe that God has given His
churches certain liberties that allow them to set polices and rules
which would enable them to
maintain order in the assembly.
Jesus said in Matthew 18:18,
"Verily I say unto you,
Whatsoever ye shall bind
on earth shall be bound in
heaven: and whatsoever ye
shall loose on earth shall
be loosed in heaven." Literally, whatsoever things ye bind or
loose have already been bound and
loosed in heaven. I believe that
their are times when a specific
thing is not spelled out in the
Scripture, but is determined by a
principle taught in other words.
In the by-laws of this church, it
states that if one is absent from
the assembly for a period of three
months, they are to be placed on
an inactive list and denied voting
privileges and Lord's Supper
privileges.
Is this improper? I think not.
Some object to the "inactive" status, but if a member is not
attending church with some kind
of regularity, then it stands to reason that that person is in fact
inactive. Certainly if a member
has committed some sort of open
sin that brings reproach on the
name of Christ and His church,
and fails or refuses to apologize,
that person should be disciplined
by exclusion. This action is of
course justified in I Corinthians 5.
Now lees say that a deacon is
not performing his duties as he
should. After the man has been
admonished to do better and fails
to change, his deaconship could be
suspended or revoked all together.
Or, perhaps a Sunday School
teacher is not performing according to the standards of the church.
The church has the liberty to restrict that person from teaching.
As touching the Lord's Supper, I
personally do not believe that a
person should be restricted from
this ordinance unless fellowship
has been withdrawn because of
moral sin, doctrinal apostasy, or
excessive absenteeism, which
must be left to the discretion of
the individual church. I do not say
that judgment of moral sin or
doctrinal apostasy should be left
up to the discretion of the

CLYDE T.
EVERMAN
108 Burdsall Ave.
Ft. Mitchell, Ky.
41017
DEACON
Calvary
Baptist Church
Ashland, KY.

pline given in the Word. The
thing is there is very little of thrs
being done today, and when
church does withdraw from one;
who walks disorderly; a sister
church who is hungry for ma'
bers will take in that one regard'
less of the offense. Oh, the prolY
lems this causes among the
churches! Fellowship broke
among brethren, among church
'
ll
all because the commands give
by our Lord to His churches atI
not obeyed. Is it any wonder
the true churches of our Lord el°
have little fellowship with orle
another? How can we expect tI
blessings of God and the leader:
ship of His Spirit if we fail I`
follow His commands by WI JAM
"pILh
to practice discipline when need. ,, 1747
or when we fail to recog1 101tsfll
edo,
church authority of our sistTEAc
churches?

The Scripture is very plain as to
the kind of discipline the church is
to practice. Sad to say the
churches of today seem to ignore
God's way and either set up their
▪
Gn
own system or not practice it at
Rap
Chu
all. Looking in Matthew 18:17 we
Tuied,
find Christ telling His church that
if there was trouble between two
(Continued from Page 3)
brethren and one refused to settle
the problem, "And if he shall no more authority than DoW• tjherc
neglect to hear them, tell it had, or Mrs. Eddy. Its priesthe ween
1
unto the church: but if he is bogus in its origin and its 311:r bank.1
0
neglect to hear the church, thority. They are what '
no c
se
let him be unto thee as an Saviour calls "thieves aag4inst
heathen man and a publi- robbers."
Paul says in Ephesians 4:11,1" 14 of
can." That is the church was to
"And he (Christ) gave sony ties, on,
withdraw fellowship from him.
soole' ,(
1,1,41cno,
and
Next, we find in Romans 16:17 apostles;
the church is instructed, "Now I prophets; and some, evail: ,1°rIcl.
beseech you, brethren, mark gelists; and some, pastor' "h,le Pers
them which cause divisions and teachers; For the Pier; e-4)4. No
astise
and offenses contrary to the fecting of the saints, '
minist
d
doctrine which ye have the work of the
lvInseltlituatse
learned; and avoid them." for the edifying of the bodi ha
Again we see the church is to of Christ."
verYh
ve bi;
"Article VI: We believe in
withdraw from such ones. Also in
I Corinthians 5:11, 13, we read, same organization that existed I lith•IT
"But now I have written the primitive church: Nameu,
apri
unto you not to keep com- apostles, prophets, pastors, teac 'sesta
10rei
'
pany, if any man that is ers, evangelists, etc."
• •i
We have shown that it is
CWar
called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an possible for men to be true al)(is
idolater, or a railer, or a ties now. Nor is there any w 4 NiWard
s c.
drunkard, or an extortioner; in the New Testament for s1J"I I), Ira
with such an one no not to bogus officials as the "ficip' 4tki age
l pa Pr
eat, --- Therefore put away Presidency of the Church," via
rtleui
from among yourselves that its two Counsellors, or for
'
"High Council," with its desP°
wicked person."
411NeYlien
In II Thessalonians 3:6 the methods.
Ile
Of '
Wh at.
The Mormon church pronono,1
church is commanded,"Now we
command you, brethren, in damnation upon Christian belly owe un
the name of our Lord Jesus ers who receive baptism frorn
4 '131u
,
Christ, that ye withdraw hands of Christian ministe's; otYond•
every "Any person who shall berdj, 4 foi
yourselves
from
41
brother that walketh disor- wicked as to receive a holy °
the
nance
from
of
the
gospel
derly, and not after the trasn
(Christwo tithee
dition which he received of isters of these apostate
'It
us." Then in Titus 3:10 it is said, churches, will be sent do0r0 th'he thh
A man that is an heretic hell with them unless he Wets' how
after the first and second of the unholy and impious alc5) 1.04
(The Seer, vols. 1 & 2,
hot
admonition reject."
In these passages the churches Our Saviour said to His dismil Of hP41
are instructed how to discipline in Matthew 28:19,
,
those who fail to heed the com- therefore, and teach all '0 40t sks1
mands of our Lord. In these pas- tions, baptizing the'° apd teive
sages all types of sins are in- the name of the Father,,d
13
agaiti°sn-t
cluded, sins between brethren, the of the Son, and of the '
t
()
Ghost."
sin of causing divisions in the
• 1Y
believe
In
"Article
VII:
We
churches, sins of the flesh, and
; '005' C'table
those who deny the Word of God gift of tongues, prophecy,01 of
111N
tn,and
(heretics). In each passage it is healing, interpretation
Is •". cor
made clear that the church is to tongues."
Ott
1'" f3 fltliVj
discipline the offending member
Article VIII: We believe _1
L
by withdrawing from him. In I Bible to be the Word of Gu',vc
translateth
[tit
iv: n
Corinthians 5:5 we are told why far as it is correctly
\1,11
this is to be done, "To deliver also believe the Book of MO
lea,
abasuch an one unto Satan for to be the Word of God."
%1311t tit
ninfoto
can
1.
The
priesthood
flesh,
the destruction of the
IL the •
that the spirit may be saved ditional Scriptures: "Oa 11‘ at
no
in the day of the Lord Woodruff is a prophet,— 3f/d kik:wa
4141
0;
0
°
Jesus." Verse 13 of the same can make Scripture as
,
It
chapter tells us that the church is those in the Bible" (Apostlei
benthAi
to judge, discipline, those within Taylor, Conference, Salt
111
,i ne i
the church, and God judges, April 5, 1897). "The
cies (pretended priestly reve',4A
disciplines those without.
!
bici krt.acid
The teaching is clear that one are worth more to the Latte
il1 hiOn
who is out of fellowship with the Saints than all the
W
'
444
,
church and will not repent must be (Apostle M. W. Merrill,
IL h
.
disciplined by the church with- ence, Salt Lake, Oct. 1897)
4) 1,44 ttaC
tbe1
on
us,
drawing fellowship from him. 2. Paul tells
III% net
There is no other method of disci- (Continued on Page
t‘ ell Part
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when
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Should a non-tithing church member be excludedfor this?
If not, why not? Would a church exclude onefor robbing a
bank?

pea tile

he leader"
we fail °
by fail
ten need
recogoile
our sistei
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tge 3)
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t 'there is a direct correlation be‘
b eeri non-tithing and robbing a
ark
lion • Both are sins. The first,
11 'tithing,
is against God alone.
","'e second, bank robbing, is
Lgairist God's law and against the
of society. Both carry penalas 4:10'
One severe, and one that is
ye snnie
:
1Ilet
, known or easily visible to the
solo' ,
le, ell!: °rid. Bank robbing usually earns
ti Person time in a penal institupast°'; -e
1er1. Non-tithing is certain to earn
the Pe'; ,;,
ints,
4stisement from the God that
ministd 'tstituted the commandment, as
the b0d/ ‘vell as a loss of the funds that
'
v ve been withheld, along with a
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If a church member were to rob
a bank and be convicted, it would
probably be necessary for that one
to be excluded until such time as
it was possible for them to come
before the church to ask forgiveness and to request that they be
reinstated. To not do this, in my
opinion, would impede the
authority of the church. The
church, in light of true and sincere
repentance should restore such a
one. "Brethren, if a man be
overtaken in a fault, ye
which are spiritual, restore
such an one in the spirit of
considering
meekness;
thyself, lest thou also be
tempted" (Gal 6:1).
In today's world, there are a lot
more of God's people robbing
Him than there are robbing banks.
This is because they feel that no
one will know when they rob
God. God will know, and they
know that He knows; only He
will not reveal to everyone that He
knows,just to the non-tither. The
best news is that there is restoration for both offenses.
JAMES A. CRACE
1862 St. John's Rd.
Crescent Springs,
KY 41017
PASTOR:
Bethel
Baptist
Church
Crescent Springs
KY

Tithing is a physical indicator
of just where a child of God is
spiritually. If a church member
trusts God for his eternal soul,
should he not trust Him with such
a small thing as his money. A
church member that will not tithe
is lacking in faith, or is ignorant
of God's Word. I don't believe a
member ought to be excluded for
not tithing, but that they should
be instructed in the blessings of
giving God the firstfruits of their
labor. Putting God first in all
things, time, talents, finances, and
their lives. They need to be
taught they cannot serve two
masters. If after much instruction
and prayer, and the member
understands the position of the
church and disagrees with the
teaching of the church and will
make no effort to give to the
church, exclusion may be the only
solution, to keep from having division in the church.
Concerning the second question, I cannot answer whether or
not a church should exclude a
member for robbing a bank. Robbing a bank is a civil criminal act,
and is a sin. I believe wilful sin,
when not repented of warrants exclusion. Such action not only dishonors the Lord but also dishonors
the church. If a member robbed a
bank and would not repent to the
Lord first and to the church for the
reproach brought upon her, then
exclusion would be in order.
God hath, in Himself, all power to
defend you, all wisdom to direct you, all
mercy to pardon you, all grace to enrich
you, all righteousness to clothe you, all
goodness to supply you, and all happiness to crown you.

DAVID S.
WEST
2829 South
Live Oak Drive
Mcricks
Corner,SC
29461
PASTOR
Landmark
Missionary
Baptist
Church
N. Charleston,
SC

There are certain laws and ordinances laid down in the Bible.
They are given for our instruction
and our learning. We are to obey
them. The laws of God are good.
They arc meant for our good and
not for our hurt. When we obey
these laws we will be better
Christians. We will be blessed
thereby. We will be rewarded even
in this life for obeying the laws of
God, and we will be rewarded in
the life to come.
Tithing is an ordinance of God
and ought to be obeyed. To obey
this law we will be blessed more
than we can imagine." Bring ye
all the tithe into the storehouse, that there may be
meat in mine house, and
prove me now herewith,
of hosts,
saith the LORD
if I will not open you the
windows of heaven, and
pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room
enough to receive it "
(Malachi 3:10).
There are laws in this land. We
are to obey them so far as is
possible. We are to obey the laws
of this country unless they are in
opposition to the teachings of the
Bible. If the laws are right, then it
is good and right to obey them.
We are taught this by the Bible.
"For rulers are not a terror
to good works, but to the
evil. Wilt thou then not be
afraid of the power? do that
which is good..." (Romans
13:3). If we are afraid not to obey
the rulers of this country, how
much more so should we fear not
to obey God. If we do not obey
the law, then we can expect
punishment because of our
disobeying the law. "For he is
the minister of God to thee
for good. But if thou do
that which is evil, be
afraid; for he beareth not
the sword in vain: for he is
the minister of God..."
(Romans 13:4).
Where there is a law, there is a
penalty. If there is no penalty for
breaking the law or ordinance;
then it is not a law, but merely a
suggestion.
There is a law against stealing
and robbing. There is a penalty
attached to this law. If a person is
convicted for robbing a bank that
person will have to pay according
to the penalty attached to the law.
There is praise and blessings for
obeying the law and there is punishment for disobeying.
How can it be right to be a
penalty for robbing a bank and
then not a penalty for robbing
God?

A person will be locked up for
robbing a bank, taking that which
is not his. Is it not wrong to take
God's money? Can there be a
blessing for giving God that
which is His and then there not be
a penalty for robbing Him? Yes,
there is penalty for robbing God.
"...for what son is he
whom the father chasteneth
not?" (Hebrews 12:7). Chastisement is for disobedience. The
more disobedience, the more chastisement. Is it not disobedience to
God to rob Him of His tithe?
A non-tithing church member
should be approached about his
tithing and given proper instructions. If such who are not tithing
will not tithe, then they should be
rebuked about it by the pastor.
Then they should be sighted to
their error by the church. If they
fail to pay heed to the teaching of
the church and the rebuke of the
church, then after sufficient time,
if they do not begin to tithe; they
should be excluded from the
church.
Is it right for one not to tithe
and remain a member of the
church while others tithe? Is it
right for one to enjoy the comforts
of the church, to be out of the rain
and the sunshine ,the heat and the
cold, to enjoy the cool and the
warmth of the building, to be paid
for by the other members while he
is a non-tither? How did the mis-,
sionary go on the field? By the,
money of the tithers or did he go
on his own? The missionary
could not go on the money of the'
non-tither, for there was none. If
one can tithe, then others can.
What one can do, then any could
do oral! could do.

MORMONISM
(Continued from Page 4)
hand, in II Timothy 3:16, that all
genuine Scripture "... given by
inspiration of God..."
The disgusting doctrine of plural
marriage is omitted from these
Articles of Faith. But it still
stands in the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants as a revelation from
God to be observed under pain of
eternal damnation. Yet as Mrs.
Orson Pratt said: "This pretended
revelation was simply a dishonest
trick on the part of Joseph Smith
to cloak over his own wicked and
immoral life, and to keep the
peace in his household." It will be
seen that the Mormon people are
required to accept the pretended
revelation sanctioning plural marriage, on pain of eternal damnation, from the following quotation
from this bogus revelation which
still stands in their official book:
"For behold I reveal unto you a
new and an everlasting covenant;
and if you abide not that covenant
then are you damned: for no one
can reject this covenant and be
permitted to enter into My
glory...And again, as pertaining to
the law of the priesthood, if any
man espouse a virgin and desire to
espouse another, and the first give
her consent; and if he espouse the
second and they are virgins and
have vowed to no other man, then
he is justified; for he cannot
commit adultery with that that
belongeth unto him and to none
else; and if he have ten virgins
given unto him by this law, he
cannot commit adultery for they
belong unto him; and they are
given unto him; therefore is he
justified" (Doctrine and
Covenants," chap. 132).
Now, what is this but a depraved and cunning bribe to every
kind of social immorality? And
that has been its direct result for
two generations, with the iniquity

still going on.
It is difficult for anyone to study
this Mormon system as a whole,
without coming to the conclusion
that there is something in it beyond the power of man, something positively Satanic. And
does it not seem to be a reproach
on the Christian churches of this
country that, after eighty years,
such a system of downright heathenism should still hold the people of one of the great states of the
west in absolute bondage, and
through its hierarchical power, by
means of colonization, be able to
influence the election of senators
and representatives in Congress
from five other states? This latter
fact makes it a national and not a
local problem. The one important
thing to be done is to double the
Christian missionary forces in
Utah, in order to bring deliverance
to those who are in bondage. (The
Fundamentals, vol. VIII, pp. 110127). (copied from TBE issue
March 8, 1980)

INTERCOMMUNION
(Continued from Page 1)
half the members of their own societies--their baptized infants and
children--while Baptist churches do
commune with all of their own
members.
Presbyterians, by their decisions
and the practice of their judicatures, are close communionists.
The most eminent expounders
of their ecclesiastical statutes tell
us that only those who hold the
self-same faith can unite in
"sealing ordinances," without doing violence to the teachings of
God's Word and the Presbyterian
standards. Since this will be established in examining the discussions of their Assemblies and
Synods, to be submitted, I shall
devote no space to its proof here.
According to the Pan-Presbyterian Assembly, that met in Edinburgh in 1877, there are, in the
world, forty-nine different sects of
Presbyterians. [The First General
Council convened in Edinburgh,
July, 1877, at which twenty-two
Presbyterian denominations were
represented. Twenty-seven other
Presbyterian "branches" expressed
a desire to be represented.--Ex.
Proceedings Second Pan council.]
Now, it is a fact, that only two
or three of these will commune
with each other. Their divergence
from the old Presbyterian faith
consistently separates them from
each other's tables, since the
Lord's Supper is, faith held by all
the participants.
In that Assembly a resolution
was offered to unite in an open
communion service, as they all
belonged to the same great
Presbyterian family. A grave and
reverent doctor of divinity is reported to have used these sentiments in opposing it: "Mr.
President: Why are we today divided into different and distinct
churches? Because we could not
scripturally or consistently commune together. And why could
we not commune together? Because, having embraced diverse
faiths, separating from a common
faith, we were compelled to separate from a common communion
table. If we can scripturally or
consistently commune together on
the morrow, we can always do so;
and all come together, and live
henceforth in one church, and dissolve forty-eight of our organiza(Continued on Page 6, Col. 1)
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The real test ofsalvation is doing the will of the Father.
another sister Presbyterian church trary to our standards [thus sweep fort in both of ours in heartiest isters is equally true of PresbYte"
to commune, how much more an out every other denomination un- endorsement of these plain truths. rian and Methodist preachers.
(Continued from Page 5)
The Methodists are close CO
insult must it be considered for der the whole heavens, together This absurd and hypocritical pracmunionists.
Anyone the least fa"
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tions as schisms."
Methodist Disci'
miliar
with
the
Word,
teachings
God's
plainest
of
hold
that
churches
Presbyterians
"Mr. President: What would we commune with them? That grave
pline and Bishop Hedding's vi°r
design
and
the
of
Presbysubversive
very
school
old
the
to
contrary
lanhis
though
right,
was
doctor
proclaim by uniting in a common
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we the many are all one church, more
ask him to forswear [i.e., the old school Presbyterian], ciples and standard authorities of for the observance of the SuPPer'
and all hold and teach one faith, man, than to
benefit? And this and highly prejudicial to the truth the very denominations that prac- no Methodist preacher, elder, c'r
your
for
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to say to the world, by purpose [unless to prejudice the tist writer (in Prot. and Herald) Methodist communion table
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most
the
know, and the whole world
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with great emphasis. When the
untruth the various denomina- calculated to do much evil and churches is erroneous, that it will Methodist bishop in the sanli
second session of this assembly
tions, when they intercommune, should not be continued! While either be changed, or lead to errors connection, that no one can cavil'
was held, in New York, in 1880, a
Bishop Hedding, Methodist; 'II(
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for the same reasons. Thus, by
and drink unworthily, profaning sional communion members of indifference to sound religious the Discipline, asks: "Is it prof
the highest Presbyterian authority
the sacred ordinance, and making other denominations, after having principle and practice, though for a preacher to give out a gen ,0
in the world, is open communion
invitation in the congregation'
themselves guilty of the body and conversed with them,and received slow in its development."
pronounced unscriptural and fraudThe reader can see from the members in good standing in
satisfaction of their soundness in
blood of the Lord Jesus.
ulent--a solemn acting of a palpaI will further prove my state- the faith and Christian practice" above facts and statements of rep- churches to come to the Loru'
ble untruth before the world!
1
No, for the 10
Supper?
ment from the Synodical Enact- (Synodical Records, 1832, vol.3, resentative Presbyterian doctors-It is worthy of special note that
1. That the Presbyterians, so unworthy persons are apt to lbw;
ments of a Synod in a neighboring p.240--Howell).
this last Pan-Presbyterian Council state: "The committee on bills
Rev. J. N. McLeod, R. Presby- far from being able to offer their themselves in good standing,etc,„'t
would not admit the Cumberland and overtures, to whom was re- terian, says: "On the subject of fellowship through the Lord's
And again: "There are ser
Presbyterians to a seat, even so ferred the question: 'Is it proper sacramental communion the prin- Supper to members of other de- communities, called churcbe;
unorthodox did it consider them;
that there should be intercommu- ciples of the church are that such nominations, cannot even offer it which, from heretical doctrine's.0
and how much less could they
nion between Presbyterians and communion is the most solemn, to the different branches of their immoral practices, have no 01
consistently commune with them! those denominations (Methodists
intimate and perfect fellowship own family or "church," without a to the privileges of Christians,
But this is not all the proof.
and Campbellites) who hold that Christians can enjoy with flagrant violation of their Confes- ought not to be admitted to ir
In 1845, the two Presbyterian
Arminian sentiments?' presented God and with one another; that sion, and the decisions of their communion of any Christian Pe°'
General Assemblies, the old the following report, which was
when Christians are associated to- Pan and General Assemblies and ple" (pp. 72,73).
Ii
school and the new school, met,
He instructs the preachers tO
adopted:
in a church state, under a Synods.
gether
the same week, in Philadelphia.
2. That when they do practice what the Discipline enjoins, allud
'That, after giving it all the at- definite creed, communion in the
The latter resolved to celebrate the
open
communion with other de- enjoins thus: "But no Pers;,
tention which the importance of sacraments involves an approbaLord's Supper on the coming
the subject demands, they are of tion of that creed; and that as the nominations in token of fellow- shall be admitted to the Lorol
Sunday, and adopted a resolution
opinion, that, for Presbyterians to church is invested with authority ship and unity, the profession is a Supper among us who is guiltY 0
inviting the old school to unite
hold communion, in sealing ordi- which she is bound to exercise to heartless sham, for the fellowship any practice for which we
with them in a joint celebration.
exclude a member of our church.
nances, with those who deny the keep the ordinances pure and en- and the unity do not exist.
A most courteous and fraternal in3. That Presbyterians cannot,
"Inveighing against our
doctrines of grace through the tire, sacramental communion is
vitation was drawn up and sent to
blood of Christ, etc., is highly not extended to those who do not except in violation of their trines or discipline" are the call
the old school assembly by the
prejudicial to the truth as it is in approve the principle, of the par- confession, which they are charges mentioned in sectinn,di
hands of venerable ministers.
Jesus. Nor can such intercommu- ticular church, or submit them- solemnly pledged to hold, com- and what Presbyterian, or BaP7
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nion answer any valuable purpose selves to her authority...She does mune with those whose doctrines or Campbellite does not oPP°0
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What, then, do they ask us to do examination
as to their personal throwing open the doors (to the eral holiness, infant baptism and partake for the purpose of sec,
by this invitation? They ask us to piety,
and will satisfy the session ordinance of the Lord's Supper) to sacramental grace; which no hon- the pardon of their sins and
stultify ourselves and act a lie in
that they fully endorse the doctrine some half dozen different sects est Baptist can do without the re- generation of their hearts. 11001
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not commune together. And now in addition to the above doctrines, of piety and baptism a condition, man than to ask him to act a fla- don and regeneration! I 0°1
they ask us to say to the world, by they avow their cordial delight and others not; some enforcing grant untruth, and this open corn- language of Wesley himself: f Il
our act, that we are one body, and with the doctrine of federal holi- infant baptism by discipline, as munionists do.
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The invitation was unanimously Campbellites, and, much less,
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sult. Is not this practical close once, can they not one thousand Christian fellowship at all. It is all:
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Adam Clark,
that for Presbyterians to hold that there should be a difference of shall be admitted to the holy
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(Continued from Page 6)
minister it to every man who is
seeking the salvation of his soul,
as well as to believers."
Who can doubt that all those
Who eat with this intent, "eat and
drink unworthily," failing to discern the Lord's body, mistaking
altogether as they do the true design of the ordinance? But what is
truly amazing is the fact that most
Campbellite ministers, though
holding and teaching that no one
can be a Christian unless immersed for the remission of sins,
and that none can be church members or scripturally entitled to partake of the Lord's Supper unless
immersed, do constantly invite
Pedobaptists as well as Baptists,
Whom they declare unbaptized and
unsaved, to come to their tables,
and commune with them in token
of church and Christian fellowship!
This was Mr. A. Campbell's
Opinion of their course--the man
Who originated the religious system justly called Campbellism-and we think it should be respected, unless they are willing to
be regarded as supremely
hypocritical, believing and teaching one thing and practicing the
Opposite!
"But I object to making it a rule
Iii any case, to receive unimmerscd
Persons to church ordinances; 1.
Because it is nowhere commanded;
2. Because it is nowhere precedented in the New Testament; 3.
Because it necessarily corrupts the
simplicity and uniformity of the
Whole genius of the New Testament; 4. Because it not only deranges the order of the kingdom,
but makes void one of the most
important institutions given to
man.
It necessarily makes
immersion of non-effect; 5. Because in making a canon to disPense with a divine institution of
momentary import, they, who do
SO assume the very same dispensing power which issued in that
tremendous apostasy which we,
and all Christians, are laboring to
destroy"(Ch. Bapt., vol. 6).
I have not space to continue this
exposure of the unscripturalness
and supreme absurdity of open
Communion. If Baptists, and all
friends of truth and consistency,
Will but take these facts and arguments, and boldly and vigorously
impress them upon the people, the
daYs of open communion would
sPeedily be numbered. The most
effective arms, the most powerful
and destructive cannon, can effect
nothing without brave and skilled
Men to use them, and this is what
the Baptist cause now so greatly
needs--more brave and faithful men
to use the weapons drawn from the
divine armory upon bold, arrogant
error, that is rampant all around
uS, and only a few daring to strike
a blow!
The humblest member, even a
sister whom love of Christ and
His truth makes bold, could reply
When reproached, because her
church does not invite all denominations to its table.
We believe, in common with
?'our own denomination, that the
Lrkord's Supper is a church ordi
na_nce, and, therefore, none but its
uwn members have a right to partake together, as they alone have
thte right to vote in the same
cnurch.
t Rut were this not the case, we
'aPtists do not wish to insult you
hY inviting you to our table, thus
askin_ y
g ou to endorse, before God
and m
our faith and order as
set.ipturaan1
and
thereby repudiating
Your Own.

tant thing of all is this: we have
been accepted by God because of
the work of Christ in our behalf "To the praise of the glory
of his grace, wherein he
hath made us accepted in
the beloved. In whom we
have redemption through
his blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the
riches of his grace" (Eph. 1:
6, 7).
I. THE FIRST THING THAT
WE SHOULD BE DELIVERED
FROM IS OUR EVIL CONSCIENCE.
"Let us draw near with a
true heart in full assurance
(Continued from Page 1)
of faith, having our hearts
man will one die: yet per- sprinkled from an evil conadventure for a good man science, and our bodies
some would even dare to washed with pure water,"
die. But God commendeth (Hcb. 10:22). Why? Because the
his love toward us, in that, Christian, the believer, has had his
while we were yet sinners, sin totally removed because of the
Christ died for us." "For if, work of Jesus Christ. The Old
when we were enemies, we Testament tells us that God has
were reconciled to God by removed our sins as far as the east
the death of his Son, much is from the west and that He will
more, being reconciled, we never remember them again. You
shall be saved by his life," see, the Bible tells us that when
(Rom. 5:6-8, 10). Furthermore, Christ died for us (the elect) He
the apostle tells us that we were took care of all our sins: past,
dead in our trespasses and sin fol- present and future. We are dead in
lowing after the god of this world, Christ and hid in the person of the
Satan - "AND you hath he Lord Jesus Christ - "For ye are
quickened, who were dead in dead, and your life is hid
sins." with Christ in God." Col.
and
trespasses
"Among whom also we all 3:3. "God forbid, How shall
had our conversation in we that are dead to sin, live
times past in the lusts of any longer therein? "For he
our flesh, fulfilling the de- that is dead is freed from
sires of the flesh and of the sin. Now if we be dead with
mind; and were by nature Christ, we believe that we
the children of wrath, even shall also live with him."
as others," (Eph. 2:1, 3). The (Rom. 6:2, 7). That is a fact that
Apostle John tells us that we were every child of God should realize.
already condemned with the wrath Furthermore, the Apostle John
of God upon us - "He that be- tells us that God has promised to
lieveth on him is not con- forgive us and cleanse us from all
demned: but he that be- our sins "If we confess our
lieveth not is condemned sins, he is faithful and just
already, because he hath not to forgive us our sins, and
believed in the name of the to cleanse us from all
only begotten Son of God." unrighteousness." (I John
He that believeth on the 1:9).
Son hath everlasting life:
II. WE SHOULD BE DELIVand he that believeth not ERED FROM AN EVIL HEART
the Son shall not see life; OF UNBELIEF - Hebrews 3:12,
but the wrath of God "Take heed, brethren, lest
abideth on him." (John 3:18, there be in any of you an
36). Paul further states that be- evil heart of unbelief, in
cause we were without Christ we departing from the living
were alienated from God - "That God." Our text is speaking to
at that time ye were with- fellow brethren, and therefore, we
out Christ, being aliens must conclude that the child of
from the commonwealth of God can find himself in unbelief
Israel, and strangers from from time to time. How can this
the covenants of promise, be? Look into your Old Testament
having no hope, and with- and you can see many examples of
out God in the world." (Eph. this: none more striking than the
2:12). You see, beloved, a look Children of Israel at Kadeshbackwards becomes very necessary Barnea. They just would not take
before one can begin to look for- God at His word and enter into the
ward.
Promised Land. Again, note the
Now that we have briefly con- words of Jeremiah when he told
sidered what man is, without the the Children of Israel not to fight
Lord Jesus Christ, we need to the King of Babylon. Unbelief is a
know what we have in the person tragic thing in the life of God's
of the Lord. John tells us that we dear children. As a pastor, that beare the sons of God - "But as comes so obvious from time to
many as received him, to time. The child of God is given
them gave he power to be- some choices in his life, but for
come the sons of God, even most of them, they just do not
to them that believe on his follow the directions of God and
name: Which were born, are therefore, out of the will of
not of blood, nor of the God. What a shame that is! Many
will of the flesh, nor of the of God's dear children will be
will of man, but of God," found wanting at the Judgment
(John 1:12-13). Dr. Luke tells us Seat of Christ. That should never
that the early believers were called be! Furthermore, unbelief in the
Christians - "...And the disci- heart of one of God's dear children
ples were called Christians will only stop the victory that is
first in Antioch." (Acts possible for them.
11:26). Thus, the believer is said
III. HOW CAN THE BEto be a new creation in the person LIEVER BE DELIVERED
of Jesus Christ - "Therefore if FROM AN EVIL HEART?
any man be in Christ, he is "Let all bitterness, and
a new creature: old things wrath, and anger, and clamare passed away; behold, all our, and evil speaking, be
things are become new." (II put away from you, with
Cor. 5:17). But the most impor- all malice" (Eph. 4:31). "Be
Nor can I understand, if your
feelings are as kind towards us as
you profess, why you should wish
to insult us by inviting us to your
tables to renounce our own doctrine and principles as false, and
openly proclaim our endorsement
of yours.
I have too much respect for you
to make you such an insulting
proposition, and too much sincerity and respect for truth to act the
hypocrite to gain your favor.

THINGS

not deceived: evil commu- another instance of the world
nications corrupt good mixed up with the church.
manners. Awake to righToday, we have churches just
teousness, and sin not; for like each of these three. There are
some have not the knowl- those who once loved the Lord
edge of God: I speak this to supremely, but have departed from
your shame," (I Cor. 15:33, their first love. There are others
34).
like Smyrna that are being fought
In my thinking, these verses from without because of the dochave reference to: (1). blasphemy; trinal stand which the church has
(2). irreverence;(3). slanderous re- taken. Then there are others just
ports, (4). false reports; (5). like Pergamos that are worldly,
speech that is injurious to others; and which have a mixed
and,(6). the acts of men that may membership with some desirous
damage or hurt others. Thus, we of serving the Lord and others
have the idea of putting away living for the world.
these things from our lives and
Today, we consider the church at
that because we are children of the Thyatira. I have always had an idea
King. As God's dear children, we that possibly this church was esshould be delivered and can be tablished through the efforts of
when our lives are affected by the Lydia. You remember that she was
truth of the gospel of Jesus Paul's first convert in Europe.
Christ. In order for that to take Listen to the story of her converplace, several things need to be sion: "And a certain woman
done in the life of God's children: named Lydia, a seller of
(1). attendance in the house of God purple, of the city of Thyis very important; (2). Bible atira, which worshipped
reading and prayer time is a must God, heard us: whose heart
if we are to grow in the Lord;(3). the Lord opened, that she
meditation on the things that are attended unto the things
good and proper;(4). family devo- which were spoken of Paul.
tions and a time of seeking God's And when she was baptized,
direction as a family unit; and,(5). and her household, she bea study of Bible doctrine and truth. sought us, saying, If ye
How will we know that we have have judged me to be faithbeen delivered? That is somewhat ful to the Lord, come into
simple and yet complex. Our my house, and abide there.
communication (speech) and be- And she constrained us"
havior (walk) will inform others (Acts 16:14, 15).
that something has happened to
Regardless of who started the
the child of God that is totally church, the Lord Jesus had a mesyielded to Him. You do not need sage for it. To read His message,
to go around with a sign placed on we see thus that the church was a
your back saying, "I am a spiritual busy, bustling, successful, wide
Christian," for your speech and awake organization. At first readconduct will only confirm or deny ing, we are compelled to say that
Thyatira was an unusually active
the statement.
The Christian should be deliv- church. Yet, on closer observaered from evil works - 2 Timothy tion, we shall see that this church
4:18 and the appearance of evil in was perhaps more successful than
general - I Thessalonians 5:22. Scriptural, and more active than
Someday, God will take and de- obedient.
liver the child of God from this • I. Jesus' revelation of Himself
present evil world - Galatians 1:4. to this church is far different to
That has not yet happened but it that of the revelation of Himself
will some day. We should live as to the rest of the churches. Listen:
though that day was today! How- "And unto the angel of the
ever, it is impossible to be deliv- church in Thyatira write;
ered without first knowing the These things saith the Son
Lord as your Saviour. That can of God, who hath his eyes
not be done apart from the work like unto a flame of fire,
and ministry of the Holy Spirit of and his feet are like fine
God that draws the elect unto God. brass" (Rev. 2:18).
In this connection, He reminds
Once that has been done, the child
of God has been placed into the them that He is Divine. He tells
family and is thereby known as them that it is "the Son of
one of God's dear ones. To have God" with whom they are dealvictory in this new life the be- ing. On the day of His
liever must yield himself to God transfiguration, the Father acdaily. Study Romans six and get knowledged that Jesus was His
the tenor of what the apostle was Son.
saying and apply it to your life.
"While he yet spake, beThe believer will never have vic- hold, a bright cloud overtory until he recognizes that he is shadowed them: and behold
(1). dead to sin; (2). dead to self; a voice out of the cloud,
and,(3). dead to the system of this which said, This is my
evil world. But that is not enough beloved Son, in whom I am
in itself, for the Christian must well pleased..." (Matt. 17:5).
also reckon himself alive unto (1).
Even the devils of hell
Almighty God; (2). the Lord's acknowledged the same in the days
church; and (3). the Word of God. of His flesh. "...Let us alone;
Without these things, the child of what have we to do with
God is certain to find himself in thee,
thou
Jesus
of
deep trouble.
Nazareth? art thou come to
destroy us? I know thee
who thou art, the Holy One
of God" (Mark 1:24).
Now the One who is acknowledged by both God and the devil to
(Continued from Page 1)
love. "Nevertheless I have be Divine, reveals Himself to this
somewhat against thee, be- church at Thyatira as "the Son
cause thou hast left thy of God."
This church needed to see Him
first love" (Rev. 2:4).
as
the Son of God. They didn't
Smyrna was living rightly and
preaching rightly, and conse- need to see Him as a man, but as
quently they were having a hard God Himself. Incidentally,
time - the devil was fighting them (Continued on Page 8, Col. 1)
from without.
Pergamos had a mixed member- THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
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ship - some were Godly and others
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were ungodly. In this case, it was
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As well prepare dinnerfor a corpse as Heavenfor a soul spiritually dead.

WRONG
(Continued from Page 7)
beloved, this is true of every
church in the world today. Our
churches the world around need to
remember that the founder and the
One with whom we have to deal,
is not man, but God.
Further, Jesus revealed Himself
as omniscient, for the Scriptures,
declare that His eyes were "like
unto a flame of fire." Yes,
Jesus is omniscient. He sees all of
us all the time. Let me remind
you that the God of the Old Testament, and concerning Him, it is
said - "The eyes of the
LORD are in every place,
beholding the evil and the
good" (Prov. 15:3).
In the New Testament, we read
the same truth: "For if our
heart condemn us, God is
greater than our heart, and
knoweth all things" (I John
3:20).
This church at Thyatira needed
to know that the Christ with
whom they were dealing, and who
was dealing with them, had 1...trey
eyes that brought to light the
hidden things of darkness. He thus
revealed Himself to this church as
one who had eyes to pierce them
through like an x-ray, and thus
search out the hurtful things of
sin.
He further revealed Himself to
this church as omnipotent, for the
Scriptures declare that "his feet
are like fine brass." I rejoice
that the Christ we love today is
omnipotent - He is all powerful.
Listen to these Scriptures: "I
know that thou canst do
every thing, and that no
thought can be withholden
from thee" (Job. 42:2). "But
Jesus beheld them, and said
unto them, With men this
is impossible; but with
God all things are possible"
(Matt. 19:26).
What mighty words are these.
Surely the Christ we serve is omnipotent - is all powerful.
These folk at Thyatira needed to
know that Jesus was all powerful they needed to know that He had
feet of power wherewith to trample and stomp out their sins.
Here was a church that had gone
to the very depths of sin. Jesus,
therefore, revealed Himself to this
church not as a man, but as God.
With His eyes of fire He could see
through their evil, and with His
feet of brass, He had power to
stomp it out.
What a challenging revelation of
Jesus this gives us today. The one
with whom we are dealing and
who is dealing with us, is not
man, but God. He is the God who
sees all sin, and He has power to
blot it out. What a challenging
revelation to worldly Christians,
unorthodox churches, and heterodoxial preachers. Surely this revelation is just what we need today we need to know that our Christ is
God, and that He sees through our
evil and that He has the power to
stomp it out.
II. Following Jesus' treatment
of the other churches, He first
commended Thyatira. Before
looking for their failures, He
sought first to look at the virtues
of each of these churches. Most
folk prefer and find first the good.
Here is a fine little poem:
"Don't look for the flaws as you
go through life;
And even when you find them,
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It is wise and kind to be somewhat blind
And look for the virtues behind
them.
For the cloudiest night has a
tint of light
Somewhere in its shadows hiding;
It is better by far to look for a
star,
Than the spots on the sun abiding."
This was Jesus' way of dealing
with each of these churches, and
so when we come to the church in
Thyatira, we notice that there were
several things for which He commended them. First of all, He
commended them for their works.
It is rather interesting to notice
that He had commended all three
of the churches we have studied
thus far, in the same manner. This
church at Thyatira was no exception. It wasn't an idle church they were bustling about with
their activities. They were busy;
they were wide awake; they were
doing things, and these works
pleased the Lord.
I heard some time ago concerning three tramps lying by the
roadside. A man came by and offered to give a quarter to the laziest
one of the three. One man jumped
up and said he was the laziest. The
second turned over and claimed the
honor. The third said, without
moving, "Just put the quarter in
my pocket." Lots of church members are like this latter individual,
but not so with the church at
Thyatira, for they were busy at
work for the Lord, and thus they
earned His commendation.
Then,He also commended them
for their love. We read: "I know
thy works, and charity..."
(Rev. 2:19).
The word "charity" is the word
for love, and indicates their love
for one another. In this respect,
Jesus commended them.
Every church ought to earn Jesus' commendation in this manner, for church members should
show their love one toward the
other. Yet, in lots of churches,
this is not true. There are many
churches today who could not receive Jesus' commendation in this
manner,for countless hundreds and
thousands of them are torn with
strifes and divisions, and the
members spend their time
backbiting, gossiping, and defaming the character of one another.
They need to stand still and listen
to what God says in His Word
concerning this matter of love.
Will you listen: "For this is
the message that ye heard
from the beginning, that we
should love one another."
"We know that we have
passed from death unto life,
the
love
we
because
brethren. He that loveth not
his brother abideth in
death" (I John 3:11, 14). "This
is my commandment, That
ye love one another, as I
have loved you" (John 15:12).
"Beloved, let us love one
another:
for love is of
God; and every one that
loveth is born of God, and
loveth God. He that loveth
not knoweth not God; for
God is love" (I John 4:7, 8).
These verses would indicate
what the proper attitude of every
believer should be that of love one
toward the other. At Thyatira there
was love manifested by the individual church members, and accordingly, Jesus commended them.
Then, also, Jesus commended
them for their service. "I know
thy works, and charity, and
service..." (Rev. 2:19). Theirs
was a service of love. With love

pervading their hearts, they were
working and serving God.
He also commended them for
their faith. "I know thy
works, and charity, and
service, and faith..." (Rev.
2:19). Of course, this was the
foundation for their love and service and their works. You see their
works grew out of their faith. This
is what the Word of God teaches
us.
"But wilt thou know, 0
vain man, that faith without works is dead?" (James
2:20). No man is saved by works,
but, beloved, if he has been saved
by grace through faith, there will
be works in his life that are pleasing to God.
It means something to me today
to find a church that really tries to
walk by faith. Most churches are
depending upon their organizations
and worldly plans, and their
schemes and as far as faith is concerned, that is an unknown quality. Yet, here was a church that
though they were busy and working, their works were the direct
outgrowth of their faith in God.
In like measure, He commended
them for their patience. He reminded them that He knew about
their patience. Their work did not
lag - they kept at the task. Patiently they continued working and
serving God. Too many of us get
impatient when things don't go
our way. Too many of us are good
starters but mighty poor at finishing.
A lot of church members remind me of the hound dog who
started early in the morning on a
deer track. He became tired, and
the trail became faint, and a fox
crossed his path. He started off on
this trail as though he would catch
the fox in sixty seconds. Then
later on, he became tired, and
when a rabbit crossed his path, he
started out after the rabbit. This
dog just kept switching from one
trail to another throughout the
day, and when night came, he was
sitting down on his tail barking
up a gum tree at a contemptible
little ground squirrel. That's the
way a lot of Christians are serving
God today. They haven't got
enough patience to keep at the big
task God gives them, but they
switch from one to another until
their work becomes less and less
all the time. Too many of us just
don't have patience enough to wait
until God can do the thing He desires to do through us, but not so
with this church at Thyatira - they
were patient in all that they did.
And then, Jesus commended
them for their last works, which
He declared to be "more than
the first." The first thing for
which He commended them was
their works, and then after commending them for four other characteristics, He came back to commend them again for their last
works. Well, beloved, Jesus'
commendation of this church
could not be the commendation of
many churches today, for there are
mighty few churches today who
would have any first works to say
nothing of last works. In our
Southern Baptist Convention one
year fifty percent of our churches
did not contribute anything to
missions. I don't have the statistics available, but I am sure that it
is equally as bad in the Northern
Baptist Convention.
I have seen an individual saved,
and have seen him work like a
trooper for a while, and then I
have seen him drop by the wayside. It reminds me of a letter
which was sent in by a church to
the annual meeting of its district
association. The letter said, "This

I realize that today there are
year's letter reports to you that we
are at peace. Baptized none, re- many who believe that a woman
ceived by letter none, excluded has just as much right to preach as
none, restored to fellowship none, a man. Yet, beloved, one of the
gave to missions nothing - pray first qualifications that God gave
for us that we may hold our own." for a preacher is, "A bishop
Yet, this church at Thyatira was then must be blameless; the
very much unlike that, for this husband of one wife..." (I
church not only began to serve the Tim. 3:2). Now I would like to
Lord, but continued, and Jesus see any woman that could qualify.
commended them for their last She might be the wife of one
works as well as their first works. husband, but she'd have an
III. After commending this exceedingly hard time being the
church in these particulars, then husband of one wife.
I know that today we are living
Jesus proceeded to condemn them.
May I remind you that the Lord in this modern twentieth century,
Jesus Christ is never blind to and that things are much different
men's vices. In Genesis 16:13 we from what they used to be.
read, "...Thou God seest
me..." One of the Old Testament "One hundred years ago today,
Wilderness was here;
prophets also reveals the fact that
The
man with powder in his
"Though
God sees our sins.
they dig into hell, thence gun,
Went out to hunt the deer.
shall mine hand take them;
But now the thing has changed
though they climb up to
heaven, thence will I bring somewhat,
And on a different plan -them down: And though
The dear with powder on her
they hide themselves in the
top of Carmel, I will search face,
Goes out to hunt the man."
and take them out thence;
However, beloved, instead of
and though they be hid
from my sight in the bot- changing the Bible to suit the detom of the sea, thence will mands of the twentieth century,
I command the serpent, and we'd better change the twentieth
he shall bite them" (Amos century to meet the demands of
9:2, 3).
God's Word.
The Baptist Training Union held
I read sometime ago of a
beautiful girl who had a photo- a convention in Ashland in which
graph made, and when the these Scriptures relative to women
photographer looked at the proof, keeping silent in the church, were
it appeared mottled. Knowing that rudely trampled beneath feminine
her complexion was clear, the feet. One lady delivered an address
photographer went to her home on the subject of "Church Manand found her in bed breaking out ners." Some one ought to have
with the measles. What had es- taken her off in the corner and
caped the human eyes, the keen taught her "how to behave" in the
eyes of the camera had caught. I house of God. The feminist crowd
say then, beloved, He is never who believe in unbridling the
blind to the vices of men, nor the women and allowing them to
faults of churches. Hence, He conduct public worship services,
condemned this church because it are just as great modernists as the
was run by a woman. individual who denies the inspira"Notwithstanding I have a tion of the Bible, and the deity of
few things against thee, the Lord Jesus Christ. In fact, I
because thou sufferest that have as much respect for them as I
woman Jezebel, which cal- have the higher critics who deny
leth herself a prophetess, to the Genesis account of creation. I
teach and to seduce my ser- believe in the inerrancy of Paul
vants to commit fornica- just as I do in the inerrancy of
tion, and to eat things sac- Moses.
rificed unto idols" (R e v . These Scriptures from I
2:20).
Corinthians and I Timothy, deThe Bible has quite a good deal mand that a woman keep silent in
to say relative to a woman's place the church - going so far as to say
in the church. We are plainly as- that she is not to teach men, nor
sured in the Scriptures that her pray when men are present, nor
position is one of silence. Listen: ever ask questions in public. In
"Let your women keep si- other words, hers is to be a posilence in the churches: for it tion of silence. They say you can't
is not permitted unto them run a Baptist Training Union in
to speak; but they are that manner. Well then, beloved, I
commanded to be under would say, "Let them die, and the
obedience, as also saith the sooner the better, for if they have
law. And if they will learn to be run in violation to the Word
any thing, let them ask of God, we would be better off W
their husbands at home: for have them dead." I know that the
it is a shame for women to feminists say that this is a mightY
speak in the church. What? small thing, but, beloved, the
came the word of God out Lord Jesus Christ had something
from you? or came it unto to say about small matters. Lisyou only? If any man think ten: "Whosoever therefore
himself to be a prophet, or shall break one of these
spiritual, let him acknowl- least commandments, and
edge that the things that I shall teach men so, he shall
write unto you are the be called the least in the
commandments of the Lord. kingdom
of
heaven..•
But if any man be ignorant (Matthew 5:19).
let him be ignorant" (I Cor.
The Keys quadruplets appeared,
14:34-38).
before two of churches. They tole'
I know that there are those who how hard it was to buy clothes
say that this was just a local in- identically alike for four people'
junction to the church at Corinth. They told how their mother sew'
I do not agree therewith. Yet even and how hard it was for a father to
if that were true, you have the pay the bills. Of course, beloved'
same teaching given when the this was very edifying to saY
aged Paul wrote to Timothy: "Let nothing of the fact that they we
t
!
the woman learn in silence completely out of their place hY
with all subjection. But I so doing.
suffer not a woman to
Well, long, long ago, there OS
teach, nor to usurp authora
church
at Thyatira who did the
ity over the man, but to be
in silence" (1 Tim. 2:11, 12).
(Continued on Page 10, Col. 2)

Harsh judgment of others will inevitably recoil upon the one judging.
know if he is going to get well. that it is his duty to obey the
So he sends messengers to Lord, and that it is the Lord's
Baalzebub, the god of Ekron (vs. business to take care of him. This
2). That showed that he was con- is the man who one time prayed to
God's Vindication of His Servant
cerned about his sickness and die, whom Jezebel tried her best to
of their parents, be that good or wanted to know about the future, kill, who faced death many times,
by Joseph M. Wilson
"But the angel of the evil. Here is quite a lesson for us, but it also shows that he had no yet God showed His sovereignty
LORD said to Elijah the ...And in the way of Jer- concern for the knowledge that over all things by taking him to
heaven without his dying. This
Tishbite, Arise, go up to oboam the son of Nebat, was given by God.
Ahaziah was not interested in man, who so frequently was in
meet the messengers of the who made Israel to sin: For
king of Samaria, and say he served Baal, and wor- learning and obeying the Word of danger of death in his service for
unto them, Is it not be- shipped him, and provoked God or leading Israel in the ways the Lord, the Lord rewarded by
cause there is not a God in to anger the LORD God of of God, but he was concerned taking him to heaven without his
Israel, that ye go to inquire Israel, according to all that about this knowledge that he dying at all. What a glorious,
of Baalzebub the god of his father had done" (I Kings thought he could get from Baalze- gracious God we do have! Here we
Ekron? Now therefore thus 22:53). "Then Moab rebelled bub. He did not trust in the God have the trust of Elijah, we have
saith the LORD, Thou shalt against Israel..." (II Kings of Israel and he mis-trusted the god the obedience of Elijah, we have
not come down from that 1:1).
of Ekron, Baalzebub. Baalzebub the courage of Elijah and we have
bed on which thou art gone
In the Hebrew Bible, I and II means, "the lord of the fly." (I his faithfulness in delivering the
UP, but shalt surely die. Kings are one book. In the origi- added--it also means "chief of evil message the Lord told him to deAnd Elijah departed" (II nal writing of the Bible there were spirits" and a Philistine idol"). liver. When Elijah met them, he
Kings 1:3,4).
no chapter and verse divisions. That is a mighty pitiful god for a gave the message exactly, without
You will remember that we Always, when you read the close man to trust in, is it not? He holding back anything. He knew
studied Elijah back in the cave of one chapter, you need to look at sends messengers on their way and that his message was unpleasant,
Where he ran for his life from the beginning of the next chapter God sees what is going on. God that they would not appreciate it,
Jezebel. We find that God met and vice versa; for there is often an has brought judgment upon that most likely they would not
him there, spoke to him and enlightening connection between Ahaziah and is going to take even believe it. He also knew that
taught him and then said, "Get out the two. And since this, in the Ahaziah's life in just a few more his message was going to get him
of here and get back to work."
Bible as it was originally written, days. He is displeased with in trouble unless God intervened,
On his way back to Israel, he was one book with no chapters, Ahaziah's turning from the God of but he delivered the message just
met Elisha and called Elisha to be we see the connection between Israel and sending to the idol god as God told him to. My, what an
example of a preacher of the Word
a Prophet. Elisha began to com- Ahaziah's wickedness, his sin of the Philistines.
Pany with Elijah. Probably for against God and the rebellion of
There is Elijah, and the angel of of God in being faithful in
the last ten years or so of Elijah's Moab. Moab was a little country the Lord appeared to Elijah and delivering the message even
life and ministry, Elisha corn- to the southeast of Israel that had sent, Elijah, out in public against though it is undesirable, men hate
Panied with Elijah.
been subject to Israel for many the enemy again to give a message it, reject the truths of the Word of
From that time, until the event years. God in His sovereignty had from the Lord"(see verse 3). No- God because the truths of the
we studied relative to Naboth's allowed Israel to have dominion tice that II Kings 1:3 says, Word of God are not pleasing to
vineyard, was probably six or over Moab, and to benefit finan- "...the angel of the LORD the natural man. We need to be
seven years, but do not judge Eli- cially from this dominion.
said to Elijah the Tish- faithful in delivering that message
jah and say, "Well, he was not
Now because of the sin of bite,...". Now, I do not know that is the Word of God, whether
doing anything during that time," Ahaziah, God moves upon Moab that it is certain, that every time or not men like it. You will rebecause we do not know. God has and enables them to successfully (I'd have to check this out, maybe member the Lord said to Ezekiel,
given us only a portion of the rebel against ,Israel. We learn some of you have checked on it) "...whether
they
will
ministry of Elijah. Therefore I am from this the sovereignty of God the Bible says in the Old Testa- hear..." (Ezek. 2:5,7; 3:11), that
assuming that during those years over the affairs of nations. If one ment,"the angel of the Lord," that would be good. Oh, wouldn't it
between the call of Elisha and the nation is over another nation, or it refers to Jesus Christ. But I do be wonderful if everyone would
story of Naboth's vineyard, Elijah one nation rebels successfully know that many, many, many listen? If you could go down the
was training Elisha, preaching the against another nation, that is in times, "the angel of the Lord" in street and knock on a door and tell
Word of God in different places the hands of the sovereign God and the Old Testament is a divine Per- a man about Jesus Christ and have
and working with these schools of He often exercises His sovereignty son. I believe that this Divine him repent and trust Christ Jesus,
the prophets training other men to in judgment against sin. In judg- Person is a pre-incarnate appear- would that not be wonderful? If
be preachers of the Word of God.
ment against Israel's sin, God al- ance of the Lord Jesus Christ. It you could rebuke men for their
A few more years passed be- lowed, and gave success to, the would be interesting to study as to sins and have them repent and turn
tween the story of Naboth's vine- rebellion of Moab.
whether that applies to every case from their sins, that would be
Yard and the story of this event in
Well, we find Ahaziah in the where the Bible says,"the angel of wonderful. But the message and
Elijah's life. Ahab has died in the upper chamber, instead of in the the Lord," or whether it applies in responsibility of preaching and the
meantime and his son Ahaziah has house of God praying about the only some cases, and I do not witnessing of Christians is to debecome king of Israel. This story sad reverses that has come to his know. I should have found out liver the truths of God's Word. He
is relative to Elijah's ministry to kingdom. Instead of exercising more about that, but I believe that said to Ezekiel, "...wh e the r
Ahaziah.
his kingship and trying to regain most likely this was a preincarnate they will hear, or whether
Elijah was a thorn in the side of for his people that which had re- appearance of our Lord Jesus they will forbear (not
the evil kings of Israel. Would it belled against them, he is at home Christ. Many times in the Old hear)..." (Ezek. 2:5,7; 3:11).
not be a wonderful thing, if God's taking it easy. Of course, in that, Testament, Jesus Christ appeared You are to only give them My
on this earth in the form of a man. Word. Beloved friends, I have
People would become thorns in Ahaziah reminds us of Ahab.
the sides of evil people, and that
Ahab was a man who was He appeared, I say, as a man, al- known a multitude of preachers
they would straighten up and get interested in the luxurious and though He is called, "the angel of who would not preach what they
right with God, or that you and I material things of life. He was the Lord." When angels appeared knew the Bible taught because
could at least have some influence not interested in doing his duty as visibly, they appeared in the forms they knew it would get them in
11Pori the wicked and ungodly as a king or in serving God. He was of men. For many times in the trouble. I preached one time in
did.
interested in his own material Old Testament, Jesus Christ Winston-Salem to a group of
We read of Ahaziah's brief but welfare and it seems as though walked on this earth in the form of preachers,a strong sovereign grace
evil reign. I Kings 22:51,52 tells Ahaziah had learned that well. I a man. Sometimes He is men- message about election, limited
.s,
11 "Ahaziah the son of think that maybe Ahaziah was tioned as man, such as "the man" atonement and the irresistable
,hab began to reign over afraid to lead Israel in battle that Joshua met who wanted to power of the Spirit of God. One
Israel in Samaria the against Moab; after all, how did know if he was for us or for the man said,"Brother Wilson, that
seventeenth year of Je- his dad die? His dad died in a bat- enemy (see Joshua 5:13-15). That was a great message. I believe it
uoshaphat king of Judah, tle against Syria and he did not was the Lord. Jesus Christ had but you should not have preached
4nd reigned two years over want to die like his dad did on the come down to be the Captain of it because you knew these other
Israel. And he did evil in battlefield. So he stayed in the Israel and give them the victory preachers do not believe it." I have
Llic sight of the LORD...". safety of his home. But no place over Jericho. Now at the incarna- known a lot of preachers who, if
what else could you expect, with on earth is a hiding place from tion, Jesus Christ took human they are in a sovereign grace Bible
for his dad and Jezebel for God and no place on earth can de- form permanently, He will al- conference, will preach sovereign
Ins mother? Yet God's grace liver us from the hour of death ways, from now on, be the God- grace, but in their home churches
!
)Metimes intervenes and saves when that time comes in the pur- man, but He appeared as man. their congregations do not have
eule children of very wicked par- pose of God. Although he was Then, I assume, He took on a any idea of what sovereign grace is
rt!l-s. Apart from the intervention not out on the battlefield, battling human body and then He laid it all about and they have no idea
,1, the grace of God, the influence with Moab, and thought he was aside, but He did that many times that their pastor believed those
"I. such wicked parents usually safe in his own home, God's in the Old Testament. At Bethle- things. Well, Elijah was not like
Will tell adversely upon the lives judgment found him there and he hem
He took into union with His. that, God gave him a message and
0
w1. the children. Here is Ahaziah was the subject of an event that Deity, a human nature in which said you go and tell Ahaziah this,
,Jtit Probably the meanest woman brought about his death. We find Deity and humanity would be Ahaziah is not going to like it and
wno ever lived for his mother and him falling through a lattice in his united eternally. So, I believe this might try to kill you for it, but
Ahab for his dad, and he did that upper chamber and he was sick (II messenger in II Kings 1:3, that you tell it. Old Elijah went down
,which was evil in the sight of the Kings 1:2). I wrote in my notes, the angel of the Lord here, is the and he did not leave anything out
1.ord, and walked in the way of
of the message, nor add anything
his "God can and will get a man, Lord Jesus Christ.
Lather and mother.
wherever that man might be." Now, notice Elijah's obedience. to the message, he gave the mesdolleloved friends, it is of tremen- When God wants you, you cannot Notice his trust in God. Elijah is sage as God told him to give it.
P..." importance that we, as par- hide from Him. When the time going to Ahaziah, who hates him What a wonderful example this is!
,endeavor to live a Godly life comes, God has a way of bringing and would like to see him dead,
He gave the message to the
;'Lcrore our children,for often times about that judgment. Ahaziah and yet, he has faith that God will messengers and they returned to
,atey are
going to walk in the way falls and is injured and wants to take care of him. Elijah believes Ahaziah. When they got back to
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Ahaziah, he realized that they had
not had time to get down to Ekron
and wanted to know why they
came back so early (II Kings 1:5)They said,"King, we met a fellow
out there and he told us to come
back and tell you that you are not
going to get well, you are going
to die" (II Kings 1:6). "And he
said unto them, What manner of man was he which
came up to meet you, and
told you these words?" (II
Kings 1:7). In other words,
"What kind of man was he? -1
"And they answered him,
He was an hairy man, and
girt with a girdle of leather
about his loins..." (II Kings
1:8). Ahaziah said, "...It is Elijah
the Tishbite" (II Kings 1:8).
Boy, Elijah had hounded
Ahaziah's daddy and now he is after him. I tell you, the house of
Ahab dreaded to see Elijah coming
down the road, didn't they?
Ahaziah said, "That's Elijah."
Now, I want you to notice the
foolishness of this man and the
absurdity of sin. I thought about
preaching a sermon from that in
the story of Ahaziah. He sent a
captain (v.9) with fifty soldiers
after Elijah, and do you know
where Elijah is? He is up on a
mountain, having fellowship with
the Lord. He is at peace, he is not
afraid, he is not running, he is not
hiding, his confidence is in the
Lord. I believe that on the mountain he was praying to and trusting
in God.
The captain came to the foot of
the mountain and said, "...And
he spake unto him, Thou
man of God, the king hath
said, Come down" (v.9). Oh,
that was a reproach against and a
dishonor to God. Elijah said,
"...If I be a man of God,
then let fire come down
from heaven, and consume
thee and thy fifty...there
came down fire from
heaven, and consumed him
(the captain) and his fifty" (v.
10). Ahaziah found out about
that, and sent fifty more soldiers
and another captain (v. 11) after
Elijah, and God sent fire from
heaven and consumed them also
(v.12). I want you to get the lesson here of the absurdity of sin.
Men will never learn that God will
put a judgment upon them unless
God works by sovereign grace
within their hearts. No outward
circumstances will bring the unsaved to their senses about the
things of God. Can you imagine
Ahaziah sending again, fifty more?
Ahaziah did it again. He sent fifty
more a third time (v.13), with
their captain. Ahaziah just would
not learn, his heart was hardened
in his rebellion against God. God
and the works of God had no effect
upon him. Ahaziah knew that
God, through Elijah, had shut the
windows of heaven for three and
one half years, that the fire had
come from heaven on Mount
Cannel, that the rains had come
and that God had sent judgment,
that Moab had rebelled and that a
hundred soldiers were already dead,
but, he sends fifty more and a
captain (v.13) after Elijah. Well,
this captain was of a different
medal. I believe he was one of the
seven thousand elect of God. "...
the third captain of fifty
went up, and came and fell
on his knees before Elijah,
and besought him, and said
unto him, 0 man of God, I
pray thee, let my life, and
(Continued on Page 10, Col. 1)
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ELIJAH
(Continued from Page 9)
the life of these fifty thy
servants, be precious in thy
sight. Behold, there came
fire down from heaven, and
burnt up the two captains
of the former fifties with
their fifties: therefore let
my life now be precious in
thy sight. The angel of the
LORD said unto Elijah, Go
down with him: be not
afraid of him. And he arose,
and went down with him
unto the king" (II King
1:13,14,15).
We could preach a sermon on
how to stay out of the fire.
Humble yourself down before God
Almighty, and seek the mercy of
the Lord, and say unto God,"Have
mercy on me! "When men humble
themselves before God, and
earnestly desire the mercy of the
Lord, He always delights to show
mercy. The fire did not fall on
that third captain (I did not expect
it to, did you?) because here was
one who desired the mercy of the
Lord and humbled himself before
the Lord and before the man of
God, showing that he believed in
the power of the God of Elijah.
When men believe in God, humble themselves before God, and
desire mercy from God--they will
stay out of the fire, but all others
will be in the fire sooner or later.
I am sure he did not do it, but I
have often thought that when God
said to Elijah "...be not
afraid..." and "...Go down
with him:..." Elijah might
have answered,"Who is afraid?" I
guess he did not do that, but he
sure did not act as though he was
afraid, did he? When God left him
to himself he was like other men,
but here the Lord strengthened, and
blessed and with confidence in the
Lord, he goes down with those
fifty soldiers to the palace of
Ahaziah. And, oh, methinks it
must have been like a triumphal
march. I think no victorious general ever returned from the battle
and entered into the city with
anymore of a victory than Elijah.
He comes in, not as a captive of
those fifty soldiers, but as one
whom God has vindicated. God
has testified and shown His power
in behalf of Elijah, and Elijah
goes in and comes before Ahaziah,
and I'll tell you now, a lot of folks
could preach a message to servants
that they would not preach to a
king. You know, it would be
easy to get a servant off
somewhere and preach a strong,
bold message to him, but ole Elijah said the same thing to the king
that he said to the servants of the
king. He came in and said,"King,
you are going to die." "And he
said unto him, Thus saith
the LORD, Forasmuch as
thou hast sent messengers
to inquire of Baalzebub the
god of Ekron, is it not because there is no God in
Israel to inquire of his
word? therefore thou shalt
not come down off that bed
on which thou art gone up,
but shalt surely die" (II
Kings 1:16). He said, "Why did
you send to Baalzebub? Is it not
because there is no God in Israel,
because God has forsaken Israel?
Israel turned their backs on God
and you have sent down to another
god but it is not going to do you
any good, you are going to die."
Then Elijah departed, and the Bible
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says, "So he (Ahaziah) died
according to the word of the
LORD which Elijah had
spoken..." (II Kings 1:17).
God vindicates His servants.
Here was a man serving God, and
the captain said, "...Thou man
of God,..." (v.9), probably
making fun of Elijah. Elijah said,
"...If I be a man of God,
then let fire come down
from heaven and consume
thee and thy fifty." A lot of
people criticize Elijah over that,
but Elijah did not send the fire.
Don't jump on Elijah and say,
"Oh, what a mean, cruel, person
Elijah was." He could not bring
fire down from heaven if he
wanted to. Elijah was concerned
about the glory of God, and I believe that God told Elijah, or
moved upon his soul to ask for
that fire. Elijah did not bring the
fire down. If you want to blame
anyone, you have to blame God.
People say, "Well, that is in the
Old Testament, it is not like that
in the New Testament. Well, there
are some differences in the New
Testament, but I want you to understand that there is a New Testament "fire" just as well, and those
who go on in rebellion against
God are going to feel the eternal
fires of the wrath of God. I want
you to see that God vindicated
Elijah and backed His man, by
sending the fire down and destroying two captains and a hundred
soldiers. By the death of Ahaziah,
God again backed Elijah. And,
beloved friends, God is going to
stand behind His man. Now we
might not stand true to God as we
should, but when we do stand true
to God, He will back us to the hilt
and stand behind us all the way.
Dear friends, if we will be true
to God, if we will stand true to the
Word of God, if we will obey the
Lord, here or yonder, sooner or
later, God will manifest His power
in our behalf, God will back us.
It is up to us to be true to God and
to His Word and we can depend
upon the Lord being behind us all
the way. May God bless you!!

WRONG
(Continued from Page 8)
same thing. They had a church
that was run by a woman, and Jesus condemned them and so far as
I am concerned, any church which
is run by a woman today, or
which unbridles it's women to
conduct it's public worship service, to teach men, to pray in
public, or even speak out in public worship - such a church has the
condemnation of the Lord Jesus
Christ today.
IV. After commending and condemning this church, Jesus also
gave a promise to the overcomers." And he that overcom eth, and keepeth my
works unto the end, to him
will I give power over the
nations: And he shall rule
them with a rod of iron; as
the vessels of a potter shall
they be broken to shivers:
even as I received of my
Father" (Rev. 2:26, 27).
The overcomers - that is, those
who did not succumb to the evil
sway of this woman who was
running the church - these overcomers were to share in Messiah's
rule. It reminds us of the time
when King George III was
crowned, all his peers were
crowned at the same time, each to
be under the king. This is an
honor worth suffering for, and will
only come to those who oppose
the modern feminist movement. In
this early day, it was for the indi-

been done. They, after all, had
they accepted Jesus as the Messiah, could expect Him to do all
sorts of marvelous things -- things
which He had already done when
living among them. They, after
observing the resurrected Lazarus,
should not marvel or wonder at the
healing of this lame man.
"The God of Abraham,
and of Isaac, and of Jacob,
the God of our fathers, bath
glorified His Son Jesus;
whom ye delivered up, and
denied Him in the presence
of Pilate, when he was -determined to let Him go"
(Acts 3:13). The people had all
come to the temple at 3 a.m. to
pray to the God of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, yea, the God of
their fathers. They, however, had
not recognized Jesus Christ as
God's Son -- the Son, of course,
having far greater than God's servants; Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Peter, at this time, was speaking
to over five thousand people since
we know from Acts 4:4 that there
were "about five thousand men"
whom the Spirit converted on this
occasion. Peter referred first to the
God of Abraham since it was
through his seed that God had
promised to bless all the families
of the earth. He was also the God
of Abraham because Abraham had
acknowledged Him as such.
Peter informs the people that
the healing of this lame man was
God's way of glorifying His Son.
The
healing of the lame man, in
(Continued from Page 1)
fact,
was a secondary thing or a
We learn from Acts 4:22 that
by-product
of God glorifying His
this man was above forty years
Son.
Peter,
in
a sense of speaking,
old. The people knew that he was
pointed his finger at this large aunot an imposter for he could never
dience and said,"You denied Him,
have pretended to be lame for such
but God has glorified Him and the
a long period of time. "And as
proof is right before your eyes."
the lame man which was
"You denied Him in the presence
healed held Peter and John,
of Pilate, but the God of your faall the people ran together
thers has not denied Him. Pilate
unto them in the porch that
was determined to let Him go, but
is called Solomon's, greatly
you said, no. This fact makes you,
wondering" (Acts 3:11).
rather than Pilate, the ones who
Peter and John had been and
killed Him. You thought you had
would be hated by the Jewish
gotten rid of Him, but this man
people. They, however, for a mowho was lame is full proof that
ment in time, were held or emHe is very much alive."
braced by this Jew who had been
"But ye denied the Holy
healed. This one embrace and the One and the Just, and desight of this man's joy-filled face sired a murderer to be
was worth it all. They would now granted unto you; and killed
be equipped to go many more the Prince of life, whom
miles in the strength they had reGod bath raised from the
ceived on that day. That night, as
dead; whereof we are witthey lay in prison for their action, nesses" (Acts 3:14, 15). Peter
they must have thanked God over had a captivated audience. They
and over again because of what He could not walk away from what
had done through them.
had happened, and Peter lays it on
The people who observed this the line as to what it was. Peter
mountain that was cast into the charges the Jews with denying the
sea were filled with wonder and Holy One and the Just, desiring a
amazement. They, in fact, "ran murderer in His place, or one who
together," or as a group, to the was the complete opposite of holy
"porch that is called Solmon's, and just. This fact showed that
greatly wondering." This fact they had taken leave of their
means that they were in the right senses. It showed that their hearts
frame of mind for a gospel mes- were deceitful above all things and
sage. The stage had been set and desperately wicked. It showed that
the audience had gathered. The all they like sheep had gone astray
Spirit would now inspire Peter to and turned to their own way.
speak to them. "And when PeThey had killed the Prince of
ter saw it, he answered unto Life -- the one on whom all life
the people, Ye men of Is- depends. God, however, had raised
rael, why marvel ye at this? Him from the dead, which Peter
or why look ye so earnestly knew to be a fact since he had
on us, as though by our seen him and talked with Him. He
own power or holiness we and many others were witnesses of
had made this man to His resurrection.
walk?" (Acts 3:12). Peter was
We must add that God was exvery grateful to have been God's tremely merciful to them in that
instrument in this mighty work, He gave them the opportunity to
but he had learned and learned well repent and have all their sins rethat he was totally helpless when mitted. He gave them the privilege
left to himself. He knew, as Jesus of eternal life even after they had
had said in John 15:5, "without slain the Prince of Life. "And
me ye can do nothing." His name through faith in
They, on the other hand, could do His name hath made this
all things through Christ who man strong, whom ye see
strengthened them.
and know: yea, the faith
Peter asked the people why they which is by Him bath given
marvelled at the miracle which had him this perfect soundness

vidual who dared oppose the
woman at the head of the church at
Thyatira. To us today, it means
that everyone who stands solidly
against the feminist movement,
and against women preachers, will
share in Messiah's rule.
In conclusion, let me read verse
21 again: "And I gave her
space to repent of her fornication; and she repented
not."
You will notice the expression,
"space to repent". This church
at Thyatira had an opportunity to
repent. If you are a feminist, God
gives you the same opportunity. If
you are member of a church or if
you are a pastor of a church which
is run by a woman, then God
gives you "space to repent"
today.
I thank God also that He is giving to many sinners today "space
to repent." It may be that this
is God's day for you, and if so,
may you repent now and believe
the gospel that Christ died for
your sins, and may you accept Jesus Christ as your Saviour, for to
reject the Son of God means, your
"space to repent," to come to
an end; and for you to die unsaved,
means a devil's hell; therefore,
"...believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt
be saved..."
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in the presence of you all"
(Acts 3:16). It appears that the
faith spoken of here was not the
faith of the lame man, but the
faith of Peter and John. The Lord,
after all, had made the following
promise to the disciples:
"...If ye have faith as a
grain of mustard seed, ye
shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to
yonder place; and it shall
remove; and nothing shall
be impossible unto you"
(Matthew 17:20).
The people, according to verses
ten and eleven, were filled with
amazement and wonder regarding
the perfect soundness of bodY
which this lame man now possessed. Peter proceeds to fill in the
blank spaces or to put the puzzle
together for them. The part of this
puzzle which was missing, as far
as they were concerned, was Jesus
-- the very one they had crucified.
They had killed the Prince of Life,
but that same Prince was the verY
one who had made this man
whole. The Prince, then had risen
from the dead. He had broken the
chains of death, or as Acts 2:24
states, "Whom God bath
raised up, having loosed the
pains of death: because it
was not possible that He
should be holden of it."
The words "perfect soundness''
mean that he was free of any defect. God had overhauled his entire
body so that he was like new. Ile
was better than when he was born,
since he had been born with this
condition. "In the presence of
you all" -- Acts 3:16. The proof
was before the people. The apostles were willing for the people to
examine the subject so as to be
sure that no trick had been played
on them.
"And now, brethren, I Not
that through ignorance Ye
did it as did also your
rulers" (Acts 3:17). Some have
said that ignorance excuses a person from the wrong committed,
God the Spirit, however, through
Peter, charges these ignorant per)
"
pie with the death of Jesus Christ
-- the Prince of Life. Peter, how'
ever, in a most tender manner,
calls these ignorant murderers
"brethren." He, in other words, regards himself as belonging to the
same nation as they. Peter, hY,
calling them brethren, also sale
that he was not by nature atlY
holier than they were. He, in fact,
had already called them murderers.
His approach now was to teat!
them gently to repentance alla
faith. He was not out for their
blood but was seeking repentance
and faith from them. Peter 05
following his masters examPle'
Jesus Christ, in fact, had not collie
here to condemn us poor sinners;
but He came that we might beA
saved. We were already condemn
when Jesus came and so'
,vete
those whom Peter was addressing',
Peter said, "I wot," or I know
am very much aware as to NOY,
you did what you did. Even Jesli;
Himself, when hanging on tilt
tree, had said, "They know
what they do." The dastal
deed, even though done througA
ignorance, had been done. Gu`1',
could have cast them all into he's.
He, however, through Peter, giv%
them the opportunity to repent aril,
!
embrace Jesus Christ of Nazarw
ee
as their personal Saviour. "
know from Acts 4:4 that ab°
_ Ati,s
five thousand men accepted
gift. They repented of their sl",
and accepted the Lord Jesus
their very own personal SOW'
and Lord.
tea
We all consider it to be a i"
the
ble miscarriage of justice wholto
I/
Col.
(Continued on Page 12,

Every person in sin is going contrary to the Light, and is therefore walking in darkness.

I all
tat the
iot the
lut the
; Lord,
lowing
as a
d, Ye
noune to
shall
shall
you"

verses
d with
;ding
f bodY
• pos1 in the
puzzle
of this
, as far
ks Jesus
acifiecl.
of Life,
he verY
s man
id risen
ken the
:ts 2:24
bath
ed the
use it
it He

iciness"
tny des entire
ew. He
is born,
ith this
.nce of
proof
e apos;ople to
s to be
playa'

wot
ice ye
your
le have
s a perimitted•
through
int peos Christ
r, hoW"
nanner,
irderers
wds, reg to the
;ter, hY
so said
ire anY
in fact'
irderers,
to lead
,
ice an,'
or the°
entance
ter was
xamPle'
ot
sinners;
ight

idenon
;o were
ressing't
knoW'
to wil)
:

on 1-";
kow
astard'hf
throug
j
"
le. Gw
„
nto he";

Pent
4azar‘eo
,ur. "
oh°°
'
6°6'5
'cif sins
resus
Savi°IP

;a
vhen
1)

50% Discount***
sale
reg.
price
price Let's Study the Lord's Church, Cook (p)
3.00
The O.T. in th e N.T., Johnson (p)
3.47 Example of Jesus Christ, Stalker(p)
6.95
5.95
Pilgrim's Progress, Bunyan (p)
3.47 Secular Humanism, Webber(p)
6.95
7.95
Recovery, Swindoll
2.97 Dictionary of the Christian Church
5.95
29.95
Leadership, Swindoll
2.97 That You May Believe, Brown (p)
5.95
9.95
Compassion, Swindoll
2.97 On Capital Punishment, Baker (p)
5.95
5.95
The Intimate Gospel,Palmer(p)
2.97 Identity of N.T. Text, Pickering (p)
5.95
5.95
Because We Have Good News,Fisher(p) 2.95
1.47 Therefore Stand, Smith (p)
9.95
Poor Doubting Christian, Hooker(p)
1.47 Archaeological Encyc. of Holy Land,
2.95
Religious Imagination, Young (p)
3.47
6.95
Negev
24.95
Biblical Inspiration, Marshall(p)
3.47 Christ's Words From The Cross,
6.95
Prophecy in the Ring, Lightner (p)
1.62
3.25
Spurgeon (p)
3.95
Life of Faith, Romaine (p)
2.25
1.12 Great Evangelical Disaster, Schaeffer(p) 7.95
Godliness & Contentment, Loane (p)
5.95
2.97 Colossians, Harrison (p)
4.50
Josephus
7.95
3.97 Nave's Study Bible
24.95
My Utmost for His Highest, Chambers
7.47 The Ultimate Priority, MacArthur(p)
14.95
4.95
Pilgrims Progress, Bunyan
7.47 Doctrine of Regeneration, Charnock (p)
14.95
3.95
In His Steps, Shelton
7.57
14.95
Memoirs & Remains of R.M. McCheyne,
4.97
9.95
Authentic Preaching, Halvorson (p)
Bonar(p)
3.95
1.97
3.95
Visitor's Book of Texts, Bonar(p)
A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23,
2.97
Triumph of The Crucified, Sauer(p)
5.95
Keller (gift edition)
19.95
Virgin Birth of Christ, Machen (p)
4.97 Spurgeon's Expository Encycl., 15 vol. 195.00
9.95
Holy Spirit in the Latter Days, Lindsell
Sixty Second Christian, Cotton
5.47
10.95
6.95
Eve and After, Carlisle (p)
2.97
Greek Text Commentaries,
5.95
2.97
'Beginning With Mary, Carlisle (p)
9.95
Eadie (vol. 1 - Gal.)(p)
5.95
1.97
Heaven Opened, Alleine(p)
Greek Text Commentaries, Eadie
3.95
How to Profit from Bible Reading,
(vol. 3,Phil)(p)
7.95
2.97
Jensen (p)
Greek Text Commentaries, Eadie
5.95
Israel & the Aramaeans of Damascus,
(vol. 4, Col.)(p)
7.95
2.97
Unger(p)
Greek Text Commentaries, Eadie
5.95
God's Answer to Man's Problems,
(vol. 5, Thess)(p)
7.95
1.97
Pentecost(p)
Expanded Panorama Bible Study
3.95
A Layman Looks at the
Course, Eade
6.95
Lord's Prayer, Keller(p)
1.97
3.95
New Topical Text Book,(p)
3.47
6.95
Where is Noah's Ark, Bailey (p)
.97
1.95
The Servant Songs (Isa.), Lindsey(p)
3.97
7.95
The Spirit Filled Life, MacNeil(p)
1.75
3.50
A Diary of Readings, Baillie(p)
1.47
2.95
2.22
Best of T. DeWitt Talmadge(p)
4.45
God's Provision for Holy Living,
1.47
Culbertson (p)
2.95
.47
Syrian Leper, Rogers(p)
.95
3.47
People & Places in the Bible(p)
6.95
reg.
3.47
Smith's Bible Dictionary (p)
6.95
price
Golden Treasury of Bible Wisdom
Life of Robert M. McCheyne(p)
3.45
2.47 Epistles of John,
Dean (p)
4.95
Boice(p)
8.95
The Prodigal, Moorehouse & etc.(p)
1.75 Saving Health of the Gospel,
3.50
Book of Leviticus, Pfieffer(p)
1.47
2.95
Ashdown (p)
4.95
Abide in Christ, Murray
7.47 Baptists Through Reformers,
14.95
Bib Sac Reader, Walvoord/Zuck (I))
4.47
8.95
Adams
6.95
4.47 Concerning Scandals, Calvin
Concise Bible Encyl. Eerdman (p)
8.95
6.95
Berkouwer's Doctrine of
Sermons on Ten Commandments,
Election, Baker(p)
5.95
Calvin
_ 2.97
12.95
2.47 Zondervan Pictorial-Encycl. 5 vols.
Philippians, Martin (p)
4.95
119.95
Q.T. Quotations in N.T.,
Andrew Murray & His Message,
12.47
Archer/Chirichigno
24.95
Douglas(p)
5.95
Col. & Philemon,Carson (p)
1.97 Gospel of Mark,Erdman (p)
3.95
5.95
Unger's Commentary on O.T. (Isa. & Mal.)
Epistle to Gal., Erdman (p)
5.95
vol. 2
12.97 Gospel of John, Erdman (p)
25.95
5.95
2.47
4.95
Antiochus, Price/Gillis(p)
Gospel of Hebrews,Erdman (p)
5.95
Crawford/Alexander Debate(p)
3.97 Pastoral Epistles, Erdman (p)
7.95
5.95
Paith Enacted as History, Herberg
6.00
12.00
Lectures on Systematic Theo.,
Valiant for Truth (life of Bunyan),
Dabney(p)
24.95
3.97
Anton(p)
5.95
Abiding Hope, Criswell
11.95
4.47
IleYond Easy Believism, Collins
8.95
The Flood, Local or Global,
Secret History (Mormonism), Ahmanson
4.97
9.95
Custance(p)
9.95
Story of Moody Church, Flood (p)
2.97
5.95
Science & Faith, Custance(p)
9.95
"awn of World Redemption, Sauer (p)
2.97
5.95
Christ Knocking at Door of Sinners
Notes on Epistles of St. Paul,
Hearts, Flavel(p)
3.95
4.47
Lightfoot(p)
8.95
Method of Grace, Flavel(p)
3.95
ank Boreham Treasury (p)
2.47
4.95
Angels, Billy Graham
4.95
Story of Preaching, vol. 3, Turnbull
12.95 6.47
Virgin Birth, Gromacki (p)
5.95
Christianity is Christ, Thomas(p)
2.97 The New Bible Commentary Revised,
5.95
E
ducation of Christ, Ramsey(p)
5.95
2.97
Guthrie & etc.
25.95
Bible Characters from N.T.,
Hind's Feet on High Places,
1 and 2, Whyte(p)
7.95 ea. 3.97 ea. Hurnard
7.95
ecret of Communion with God,
The Biblical Expositor,3 vols.
49.95
lienrY (P)
5.95
2.97 Intro. to N.T., vol. 1,
'"'ng & Service Book for
Hiebert(p)
9.95
,„ShiP & Field
3.95
1.97 John Brown of Haddington,
'New Songs of Inspiration (p)
MacKenzie(p)
2.9S
‘,Vols., 1, 2, 3, 5,6,8
4.95
2.47 Jerusalem City of Jesus, MacKowski
29.95
'
New Songs of Inspiration (hc)
Malachi's Message for 'today,
Vols. 2,5,6,8
6.95
3.47
Morgan (p)
3.95
„ettirig to Know Jesus, MacDonald (p)
5.95
2.97 Autobio. of George Muller(p)
11.95
vour Psalms, Smith
4.95
2.47 The Holy Spirit, Pink (p)
(p)
6.95
L
t!eath of
Christ, Denney (p)
6.95
3.47 A Book of Comfort,Power(p)
2.50
,
iv.ing the Christ Life, Stalker(p)
5.95
2.97 Our Lord Prays for His Own
tllicott's Commentary on the
(John 17), Rainsford
14.95
Whole Bible,4 vol.
Word of the Holy Spirit, Winslow (p)
119.95 59.97
4.45

1.50
2.97
397
14.97
4.97
2.97
2.97
4.97
12.47
1.97
3.97
2.25
12.47
2.47
1.97
1.97
9.97
97.50
3.47
4.97
3.97
397
3.97
3.47

40% Discount***
sale

30% Discount***
sale
reg.
Nave's Topical Bible
Globalism; America's Demise, Brown (p)
The World of the N.T., Blaiklock(p)
Studies in Theology, Boettner
Systematic Theo., Berkhof
Thoughts on Preaching, Alexander
Acceptable Sacrifice, Bunyan (p)
Barren Fit Tree, Bunyan (p)
Greatness of the Soul, Bunyan (p)
Come & Welcome to Jesus Christ(p)
Bunyan
Reprobation Asserted (p), Bunyan
Israel's Hope Encouraged, Bunyan (p)
House of God, Bunyan (p)
Paul's Departure & Crown, Bunyan (p)
Intercession of Christ, Bunyan (p)
Saint's Knowledge of Christ's Love,
Bunyan (p)
Reign of the Antichrist, Bunyan (p)
Gospel According to Jesus,
MacArthur
Principles of Teaching for Christian
Teachers,Eavey
Christ Our Penal Substitute, Dabney(p)
Life of Paul, Stalker(p)
Life of Christ, Stalker(p)
Mysterious Numbers of Heb. Kings,
Thiele(p)
Unger's Concise Bible Diet. &
Concord.(p)
The Redeemer's Return,Pink
After Conversion-What?., Mason (p)
Let's Study Revelation, Cook
What is to be-Will be, Mason (p)
Baptist Church Perpetuity, Jarrell
A Frank Exposure of Freemasonry (p)
Our Favorite Poems(p)
Five Points of Calvinism, Beck (p)
Eye Salve for Religious Owls & Bats,
Gibson (p)
Sail On,Gilpin
Sermons on Catholicism, Gilpin (p)
***Plus Postage

price price
19.95 13.95
4.86
6.95
3.46
4.95
4.86
6.95
16.95 11.86
10.95 7.66
1.22
1.75
.87
1.25
1.36
1.95
2.50
1.25
1.95
.95
.95
1.95

1.75
.87
1.36
.66
.66
1.36

1.50
1.95

1.05
1.36

14.95

10.46

8.95
2.50
6.95
3.95

6.26
1.75
4.86
2.76

11.95 8.36
8.95
4.95
3.00
6.95
1.00
8.95
.50
1.00
1.50

6.26
3.46
2.10
4.86
.70
6.26
.35
.70
1.05

.60
6.95
2.50

.42
4.86
1.75

price
2.07
5.37
2.97

SPECIALS!!!*

4.17
4.17

Bible Stories to Read & Color
Bible Cases:
7.77
X-small
71.97
Small
Medium
3.57 Barney Bumble Bee
3.57
children's story cassettes
3.57 Jig Saw Puzzle - Glorieta
3.57 Practical Works of R. Baxter(p)
3.57 A Thielicke Trilogy (p)
3.57 Letters & Diaries of Newman, vol. 7
Suppose(group discussion game)
14.97 Getting Away(camp & retreat director
7.17
resources)(p)
Best of Jowett(p)
5.97 Children's Bible in 365 Stories,
Batchelor
5.97
Gramma's Stories & Rhymes for
2.37
Little Christians
2.37 Color & Learn - Daddy's Letter(p)
2.97 Zondervan Cloth (blue) Bible
3.57

reg. sale
price price
9.95 3.50
10.95
11.95
12.95

5.47
5.97
6.47

4.95
3.95
14.95
3.95
15.00
7.95

3.50
1.00
5.98
1.58
2.00
2.00

5.95
3.95

2.00
1.58

14.95

10.00

7.95
2.25
15.95

5.50
1.50
7.00

14.97
***Plus Postage
4.77
29.97
5.97
1.77
17.97
2.37
7.17
4.17
1.50
8.97
2.67

SEND ALL ORDERS TO:
CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH BOOK STORE
Post Office Box 60 - Ashland, Kentucky 41105-0060
ON ALL ORDERS - PLEASE ADD POSTAGE AND HANDLING.
Avoid delay... include Postage and Handling with your order. If your
order is:
Up to $5.00
Add $1.50
Add $2.00
$5.01 to $10.00
$10.01 to $20.00
Add $2.50
$20.01 to $30.00
Add $3.25
Over $30.00 Add $1.00 for each add't'l. $10.00
Ky. Residents Add 5% Sales Tax

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
OCT.28, 1989
PAGE ELEVEN

"A Little more time" damns soulsforever.

STUDIES
(Continued from Page 11)
wrong person is put to death for a
particular crime. The same applies
to the death of our Saviour. He
had done no wrong. He, in fact,
was the only perfect human being
who ever lived. "...as did also
your rulers." The gross ignorance, which the people and their
leaders manifested, was without
excuse. The Lord Jesus -- their
Messiah -- had performed numerous miracles in their presence. He
had informed them over and over
again as to who He was. The raising of Lazarus from the dead, or
any of His other miracles, should
have convinced any right-thinking
person as to who He was. He, of
course, did not reveal Himself to
them. They, however, were still
responsible to hear and believe.
Ignorance was no excuse.
All their hopes and expectations
regarding the Messiah were different than what Jesus appeared to
be. They, in fact, had expected a
prince and a conqueror rather than
a lowly Nazarene. The Lord Jesus
was the only hope for their nation.
They, had they really known this
fact, would never have put Him to
death. "But those things,
which God before had
showed by the mouth of all
His prophets, that Christ
should suffer, He hath so
fulfilled" (Acts 3:18). God, by
way of His ordained prophets, has
revealed His plan to mankind.
This fact also shows that Israel
should have known who Jesus
Christ was. They, after all, had
been informed over and over again
regarding the fact that He was to
suffer and die. God had not been
silent. It was only that their ears
were dull of hearing. It was one
thing for Israel not to hear God's
message to them by way of their
prophets. It was quite another
thing for them to actually hate
God's Son -- to spit on Him -- to
hit on Him with the palms of
their hands and then to crucify
Him. They,in other words, treated
Him as badly as they knew how to
treat Him.
"Repent ye, therefore, and
be converted, that your sins
may be blotted out, when
the times of refreshing
shall come from the presence of the Lord" (Acts 3:19).
The word "repent" signifies a
complete change of mind regarding
Jesus Christ of Nazareth. Repentance would mean that they must
completely agree with Peter regarding the past, present, and future relative to Jesus Christ of
Nazareth. "And be converted"
means to return to the beginning
of the path on which they had
gone astray. That which Peter is
saying is, "Repent and turn." God
has so arranged His forgiveness
that He does not forgive people
who will not repent. Repentance,
of course, is of the Lord. We are
made sorry for our sins by way of
God the Spirit. He produces both
repentance and faith in us. No
man, in fact, will come to God in
repentance and faith unless God
draws that person to Himself
(John 6:44).
The result of God's action in the
sinner is that one's sins are blotted
out. The expression, "to blot
out sins," is taken from the
practice of creditors charging their
debtors; and when the debt is paid,
they blot out the recorded debt.
"When
the
times
of
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refreshing shall come..." hand of God; angels and
The word which is here rendered authorities and powers be"when" should be rendered "that," ing made subject unto Him"
since the word "that" is the word (I Peter 3:22). Peter states that His The West Griffin Baptist Church, 1614 Piedmont Road,
which is most commonly used. ascension into heaven will be will have special revival services November 6 - 12. Services
The idea being advanced here "until the times of restitution of will be at 7:30 nightly, and the regular time on Sunday. Elrelated to the "final cause," or the all things." The word "restitution" der T.B. Freeman of Mims, Florida will be the speaker for
reason why a thing is done. The relates to the restoration of things these services John Pruitt is the church
pastor. Pray for this
meaning, then, is "repent... in to their former condition, the
meeting.
You
will
be
you
blessed
if
are
able to attend the
order that the times of refreshing things here being all that the
meeting.
For
further
information
call
John
Pruitt at 404 229
may come" -- the times of prophets, as God's mouth, have
4485
refreshing relating to peace and prophesied. Ezekiel, for example,
joy. Jesus, after all, had said to informs us how Russia will come
His disciples, "Peace I leave against Israel etc. The prophets
with you, my peace I give have informed us of all the future
events and the consummation of
unto you..." (John 14:27).
There appears to be a joining all things.
together of "the times of refresh- Peter, by his statements to the
ing," as recorded here in verse Jews, was saying that what he was
nineteen, and the "restitution of all preaching was in perfect harmony
things," as noted in verse twenty- with all that the prophets had
one. The connection of these two spoken. He had added nothing nor
statements, as far as I can deter- taken away anything. "For
mine, relates to their repenting and Moses truly said unto the
believing and the result of such fathers, A prophet shall the
action. They, after all, were great Lord your God raise up
sinners -- sinners who needed to unto you of your brethren,
repent and enjoy the refreshing like unto me; Him shall ye
benefit of the joy and peace which hear in all things whatsowould follow. Furthermore, their ever He shall say unto you"
The Hopkins Family."
action would put them in that (Acts 3:22).
family who was going to partici- Peter, here, appeals to Moses -The Hopkins family mean much work in Tulsa once in a while. We
pate in the restitution of all Moses, the complete authority to
things. The Jews had been expect- all Jews. Peter points out that he to this pastor and editor. They are glad to have them, but we can
ing the Messiah to come and re- was in perfect agreement with have had to move from Winston truthfully say that we hope they
Salem, N.C. to Guthrie, Okla- can find a true and sound church
store all things. Peter informs Moses.
homa due to Charles' work. They near them, or be used in starting
them that He had come and would
restore all things. They, however,
were in two services of a meeting one. There are many people scatI preached in Tulsa this summer. tered across this land who cannot
needed to repent of their thoughts
It was such a joy to see them find a sound, strong, true church
and actions against Him so that
again. They came into the Grace close enough to attend. When this
they could participate in His glorious future for them. The fact that Hi there you all in the Holy Land: Baptist Church in Winston Salem is the case, they should join and
Peter used the future tense of That's what we here in south while I was pastor there, and were support such a church even if they
"shall come" when referring to Florida call Kentucky! Especially a great blessing. Charles; His cannot attend. They should not
"refreshing" does not necessarily since some of our church members wife, Cheryl and elder son, attend, support or be members of
mean that all the refreshment was are transplanted Kentuckians. Michael have joined our church. a false church preaching false
future. The refreshment began Sorry I waited so long to renew We are very happy to have them doctrine. Again, we are very
when they repented and believed. It my subscription, but us old folks as members. They will be meeting happy to have these in our church.
will be consummated when our put aside the worthier matters. in their home. They will listen to We pray that God will save the
Lord puts all things under His Why just today I realized that I had tapes. Charles, who is very other children and add them to our
feet. You may recall that Jesus to put on my glasses before I knowledgeable in the truths of church. Pray for this family, and if
used "shall come" when saying, could look for them. Thanks for God's Word, Will bring a lesson. you are ever near Guthrie, Okla"Elias truly shall first come." He, the paper-I really didn't think I They will invite others to these homa, they would enjoy your vishowever, proceeded to say that this needed my own personal copy, as services. They will be looking for iting with them; and you would
all my kids are on your mailing a church of like faith and practice enjoy it also. Seated in the back
event had already taken place.
list,
as well as some friends, but I in the area (likely, they will not left to right; are Michael, Charles,
The fact that the refreshing came
"from the presence of the Lord" never saw a discarded copy and was find one), but will have these ser- Cheryl, and James. In the front are
signifies that the Lord is the au- seldom offered a used one. Just vices in the home until they find a Norman and Brandy. Charles, God
good, true, sound church. They bless you and your family and use
thor. "And He shall send Je- keep it coming!
Miami, Fla. will maybe visit with our mission you to His glory.
sus Christ, which was before preached unto you"
(Acts 3:20). The period of refreshing was to come when God sent
Jesus Christ, or the Messiah, to
this planet. Now that He had
come, they should repent of their
The accompanying picture was water.
suppose this candidate meets that
rebellion against Him and accept in a paper that came across my
The truth of the matter is that requirement, but when Presbyter
Him as the Messiah, yea, as their desk. It was labeled as the baptism this Presbyterian baptism (?) is ans baptize (?) infants, they are
Savior and Lord. The expression, of the lady in the picture. I contrary to the Biblical accounts unBiblical on this point. 2. A
"which was before preached suppose that one man is holding a of Baptism, the Biblical picture of Scriptural mode, immersion. The
unto you," relates to the saucer of water in his hand, and baptism (death, burial, and resur- Presbyterian service fails to fl1ee!
preaching done by God's prophets that the preacher has dipped his rection). and the word inspired by this requirement. 3. A Scriptural
of old. Isaiah, the fifty-third fingers in that and touched them to the Holy Spirit to apply to this purpose, to show forth the gospel
chapter, is an excellent example of the candidate's head. I suppose that ordinance. It seems to me that the in an act of obedience. They fail
Jesus Christ having been preached the preacher, in doing this, said Presbyterian baptism (?) is totally here for their act is one of disobeto them.
something like, "I baptize you in contrary to what the Bible teaches dience and is a travesty, not a pic;
"Whom the heavens must the name of the Father, of the about this subject.
ture, of the gospel. 4. A Scriptural
receive until the times of Son, and of the Holy Ghost."
The Bible sets forth four essen- authority, a true church. PresbYte"
restitution of all things, Compare this picture with the tials to Scriptural Baptism: 1. A rians were started by John Calvin
which God hath spoken by following Scripture, "And John Scriptural subject, a believer. I in the 1500's, and cannot be a true
the mouth of all His holy also
was baptizing in
church of Jesus Christ. Only tale
prophets since the world Aenon
near to Salim,
Baptist churches can meet all illAe
began" (Acts 3:21). Here is because there was much
tests of being a true church, an'
where the Jews had stumbled. water there...." (Jn.3:23).
they only have the authority t°
They had thought that the Messiah Now look at this picture again.
Baptize. So, the Presbyterian
would reign on the earth forever How much water do you see? It
Baptismal(?)service in the pict0re,1
once He was here. They did not takes much water to have a
fails to meet three of the Bibliel"
think that He would ascend, after a Biblical and Baptistic Baptismal
requirements for baptism. Thereperiod of time, back to heaven (see service, but Presbyterians can have
fore, this is not a Baptismal ser;
John 12:34).
such "so-called" with very little
vice, and the paper lied when I
Peter states, "whom the heaven water.
labeled it as such.
.1,41
Philip and the Ethiopian eunuch
must receive." Jesus Christ, after
And how awful to realize
:
all, is God, the ruler of the world. went down into the water and
when the Presbyterian preaerle
c,
Ilea
he
It is from heaven that He directs came up out of the water (see Acts
said, "I baptize you...."
the affairs of the universe. He 8:38-39), but I think this Presbyand he probably told this lie in°
completed His mission on earth terian preacher and the woman
name of the Father, of the Sc/_°„'
and then ascended back to His candidate in the picture would have
and of the Holy Spirit. How at
throne -- the place of His exalta- a hard time doing that in a saucer.
ful! You may say that he thouP,
tion -- the springboard of His The word "baptize" means "dip,"
he was telling the truth and did 019c̀
power.
but I suspect that the Presbyterian
mean to lie. That does not chat
"Who
is
the fact that he did lie. No won°
gone
into preacher would have a hard time
heaven, and is on the right dipping this woman in a saucer of
I titled this article as I did.
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