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"THE
LIVING HOPE"

them: they shall not be the gate." When we receive ,a
by Don Pennington
We have a subject that the ashamed, but they shall child, we have received a heritage
United States and perhaps the speak with the enemies in of the Lord. The Lord has chosen
By Waldo Whiddon
whole world needs to take a look
to give us that child. It is also
"And the Gentiles shall at. Children are a gift from God,
the fruit of the womb, it is God's
come to thy light, and a great responsibility to parents,
reward. We should be extremely
kings to the brightness of and a great responsibility to
proud of our children and happy
thy rising" (Isa. 60:3). First of Christian people. In Psalms
that God has given them to us.
all, these words are directed to- 127:3-5 we find these words,
The Word of God says,"Happy
ward Israel, but we see that you "Lo, children are an heris the man that hath his
and I, the Gentiles, will also see itage of the LORD: and the
quiver full of them: they
that Light! Because of this, we fruit of the womb is his
shall not be ashamed."
share in that great Light also. We reward. As arrows are in
Don't ever get red-faced and say "I
also are the recipients of the great the hand of a mighty man;
have 4 or 5 or 6" when someone
hope in this Light who is none so are children of the
asks you how many children you
other than our Lord and Saviour youth. Happy is the man
have. Be proud of what God has
Jesus Christ. The Bible here says that hath his quiver full of
Don Pennington
(Continued on Page 6, Col. 5)
that we will come to the light.
Beloved, Christ, and He alone, is
MISSIONARY
PREMILLINNIAL
our Living Hope! He does live
BIBLICAL
BAPTISTIC
today. He is so very much alive.
He is the very movement of my
daily activity. That is the reason
that we are called so quickly to
attention when we err in our daily
walk. Christ indwells us, and He
Baptist Is Our Middle Name
will not abide in a dirty house.
Paid Circulation in All States and in Many Foreign Countries
We do not walk alone by any
"To the law and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word, it is because
stretch of the imagination. He
there is no light in them"-- Isaiah 8:20.
leads us and warns us of our daily
errors, and we do have them. Yes,
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He is our living hope, both here
and hereafter.
The stump of the olive tree is
God. We are partakers Of the
by Charles H. Spurgeon
boasting. Take for instance the itself and say, "How well am I
same God as the Israelites.
"For who maketh thee to argument of creation; how fashioned! How beautifully am I
Beloved, we are both on the same
stump. "Boast not against differ from another?..." (I strongly that thrusts at our pride. proportioned; I deserve much
the branches. But if thou Cor. 4:7). Or, as it is in the There is a vessel upon the pot- praise!" Why,0 lump of clay,
boast, thou bearest not the Greek: "For who distinguisheth ter's wheel, would it not be whatever thou art, the potter
root, but the root thee. thee?" "Who giveth thee distin- preposterous for that clay which made thee; however elegant thy
Thou wilt say then, The guishing and discriminating the potter fashioneth to boast proportions, however matchless
thy symmetry, the glory is due to
branches were broken off, mercy?" "Who maketh thee to
him that made thee, not to
that I might be graffed in. differ from another?" Pride is the
inherent
sin
of
thyself;
thou art but the work of
man,
and
yet
it
is
unbelief
because
of
Well;
his hands. And so let us speak
they were broken off, and of all sins the most foolish. A
unto ourselves. We are the thing
thou standest by faith. Be thousand arguments might be
formed; shall we say of ourselves
not high minded, but fear: used to show its absurdity; but
that we deserve honour because
For if God spared not the none of these would be sufficient
God hath formed us excellently
natural branches, take heed to quench its vitality. Alive it is
and wondrously? No, the fact of
lest he also spare not thee. in the heart, and there it will be
our creation should extinguish
Behold therefore the good- till we die to this world and rise
the sparks of our dust; we are but
ness and severity of God: again without spot or blemish.
Yet many are the arrows which
the infants of a day when we are
C.H.Spurgeon
may be shot at the heart of our
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 2)
(Now in Heaven)
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DISTINGUISHING GRACE

CAM PBELLISM
AND THE BIBLE
by Ted Gower
I believe preachers should actively, aggressively and without
compromise, at every opportunity, expose error and false
teachings. I have let many
opportunities to do this escape.
As I look back in shame at my
failure to proclaim the truth when
confronted with error, I am made
bold.
There was a time when I was
intimidated by Campbellite
preachers, but I began to study
their teachings, and saw that they
have no Scripture to prove their
various doctrines. Some of you
may be doing battle with the
Campbellites. Maybe these
things I write will give you ammunition and strength to stand.
I would like for you to take
note of this. Many religious
groups claim to use the Bible and
the Bible only, as their final
authority, but in observing, and
listening to these different
groups, I have found they don't
practice what they preach.
The Charismatic and Pentecostal groups claim to have "A
word of knowledge," new prophesy, visions, many even claim
God speaks to them in an audible
voice. Would you say the Bible '
is their final authority? Far from
it; in fact, almost every time, the
word or message they claim to
receive is in direct contradiction
to the Bible. And where does that
leave everyone who does not have
these things taking place in their
lives? They compare themselves
to Moses, Joshua, Elijah, and
other prophets; where does that
leave you? Guess who gets to
take the collection and receive the
tithe?
Then we have the Campbellites. I have been amused by
these folks over the years. I have
watched them do their radio
broadcast, I have had them in my
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Waldo VVhidden
on them which fell, severity; but toward
thee,
goodness, if thou continue
in his goodness: otherwise
thou also shalt be cut off."
(Rom. 11:18-22). We have as
much hope as the Israelites do.
We have the same promise of the
Father concerning His Son as
they have ever had at any time.
Christ is the living hope of
anyone who will ever believe
unto the salvation of the soul.
His own words to a lost hopeless
(Continued on Page 7, Col. 5)

SEVERAL PRECIOUS TRUTHS
CONCERNING
THE NEW BIRTH
"Of his own will begat
he us with the word of
truth..." (James 1:18) Surely,
the subject of the new birth is
one of paramount importance.
We might say that few if any
subjects in the Word of God are
any more important. When we
look at the eternal difference in
the state of the man who is born
again and the one who is not, we
can begin to grasp some of the
significance of this doctrine.
Beloved, the new birth is the dif-

ference between heaven and hell,
and what a difference! The matter
of the necessity and importance
of the new birth lies outside the
domain of the text I have chosen,
but let us look briefly at this.
I. "Marvel not that I said
unto thee, Ye must be
born again" (John 3:7). In
John 3:1-8 we learn of the necessity and importance of the new
birth. It is necessary because
man is born wrong the first time.
He is born of the flesh, and that

Ted Gower

home for Bible studies, and have
been
in their homes for Bible
which is born of the flesh is
studies.
Now before I met anyone
flesh, and will never be able to
in
denomination, I would
this
rise above its depraved source. It
hear
a
of Christ preacher
Church
might be educated or religious
flesh, but at the same time, it is on the radio, and he talked about
depraved and lost flesh. Since the using the Bible and the Bible
new birth is a spiritual thing, it only, and I got a picture of this
cannot come forth from the flesh. humble little man with just a
We learn in John that a man can- Bible in front of him. But this
not see or enter the kingdom of was far from the truth of the
matter. I was amazed when I obGod,apart from the new birth.
served
them doing their radio
You might preach to him ever
broadcast, at the many books and
(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1)
(Continued on Page 6, Col. 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)
so clearly and earnestly of spiritual things, but he cannot see
them. They are dark and incomprehensible to him. He must be
given a spiritual nature in regeneration to be enabled to see the
things of the kingdom of God.
No endeavors the unsaved might
make and no works he might
perform, will enable him to enter
the kingdom of God. The man
who has only the fleshly or
natural birth is forever incapable
of seeing or entering the kingdom
of God unless he is made the
subject of the new birth. So we
learn here that it is the new birth
or hell. There are no alternatives,
and this shows us the necessity
and importance of the new birth.
II. The text I have chosen does
not tell us of the nature of the
new birth unless it be in the
meaning of the word "begat." We
learn most clearly and forcibly
from Scripture that the new birth
does not consist in a reformation
of the life, a decision of the will,
an experience of the emotions, or
an undergoing of some ritual.
These things are often substituted
for the new birth, but will not
avail in its stead. The individual
whose hope of salvation consists
in any or all of these things is
lost and on the way to hell. The
new birth is the giving of life;
the giving of a new nature by a
miraculous work of the Spirit of
God. This is just as much a creation as the creation of the
heaven and earth in the beginning. Nothing short of spiritual
life, nothing short of a new nature will answer to the demands
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
OCTOBER 27, 1990
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that one must be born again.
Now to the text that heads this
article. In the text we learn several things about the new birth.
We learn of its origin: the will of
God. It's agent: God Himself.
It's instrument: the Word of God.
It's purpose: that we should be a
kind of firstfruits. Let us look at
these truths.
III. What is the origin of any
man's being born again? The
new birth does not originate with
man. It does not originate in the
desires of man. Man by nature
has no desire for spiritual things.
By nature, man is desperately in
love with the things of sin. He
desires strong drink, adultery,
cursing, and every form of sin,
but he does not desire the things
of the Lord. Before man will
hunger and thirst for the things of
the Lord, he must be the recipient
of a new nature in the new birth.
Man would go on down the road

Joe Wilson
of sin to its end in the lake of fire
without ever giving thought to
being born again. The new birth
does not originate in the will of
man. Man's free will is an idle
dream, and even worse; it is a
horrible blasphemy. Man's will
had nothing to do with his first
birth, and most assuredly it has
nothing to do with the new birth.
If man had the will he would
have to have in order to will the
new birth, then he would not
need the new birth. The will is
controlled by the nature. The old
nature always wills in harmony
with its depravity. Man must
have a new nature before he can
will anything good and acceptable
to God. The new birth does not
originate in the decisions or acts
of man. Man's decision and acts
are controlled by and in harmony
with his filthy, depraved nature.
They do not produce the nature
and they cannot produce a radically different nature. The new
birth does not originate in submission to some religious ritual.
Our text informs us that the
new birth originates in the
sovereign will of God. It does
not say sovereign, but that is the
only kind of will a sovereign God
can have. It was in the will of
God that there should be a new
birth at all. He was under no
obligation to fallen mankind. He
could have let the world go to
hell and remained the same holy
and just God that He is. But it
was the decision of His will that
there should be some of fallen
mankind saved, and the only way
they could be saved was by a new
birth. It was at great planning
and great cost to Him that man
should be saved, yet He willed
that some should be. Oh, do we
not see that it is not of man's
will but "of His own will."
He not only willed that some
should be saved, and that they
should be saved through and by a
new birth, but He willed who
from among fallen mankind
should be the objects of this
wonderful salvation. Man was so
depraved that he would not
choose, and so dead that he could
not choose; and so God
unconditionally, and of His own

will elected a multitude that no
man could number and predestinated them to be the recipients
of the new birth. We must go
back of our own experience if we
are to see the source and
fountainhead of all spiritual
blessings. The river of God that
brings blessings untold to our
souls has its origin in the everlasting covenant of grace in the
council halls of eternity.
IV. Then in our passage, we
learn that the agent performing
the new birth is God Himself.
We learn from other Scriptures,
namely John 3:8; Titus 3:5
among others, that the Holy
Spirit is the person of the Trinity
that performs this miracle of the
new birth.
"Which were born, not of
blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will
of man, but of God" (John
1:13). We cannot born ourselves
again. Another man cannot born
us again. The new birth is a
miracle, and only God can perform miracles. We had nothing
to do with our first birth, and we
have nothing to do with our being born again. There are those
elected of the Father to be objects
of this blessing. At the predestinated time, the Holy Spirit works
in each one of the elect the miracle of the new birth. He breathes
life into the dead sinner and
causes the dead to live. 'We will
not properly understand nor appreciate the new birth until we
see that it is God's gift and God's
work. It would seem that, when
the Bible pictures salvation as a
new birth, Arminianism would
be forever, destroyed. Does not
this very term tell us that salvation is of the Lord and not of
man.
Here we should learn the helplessness of the sinner himself and
the helplessness of the preacher.
Preacher brethren, let us be as
faithful as possible in our
preaching, but let us know once
for all that we stand utterly helpless before the great work God
has given us. Let us know that
apart from the effectual and irresistible working of the Holy
Spirit, there will be no fruit from
our sowing of the seed. In the
parable of the sower, we see the
importance of the seed and the
sower, but in the bringing forth
of fruit we learn that sotwone
else was at work, though not
specifically mentioned in the
parable. Who was it that made
the ground good? It is the Holy
Spirit who does this work. We
can go forth to our God-appointed
task of sowing the seed, knowing
that a Divine person is at work
preparing the soil of the election
that there might be fruit. As Mr.
Pink says, the seed does not prepare the soil; but neither does the
good soil bring forth life without
the seed. Brethren, let us pray
that the Holy Spirit might bless
our ministry and use us in this
work of souls,being born again
so that we can say as Paul could,
"...I have begotten you
through the gospel" (I Cor.
4:15).
V. Then our text informs us
of the instrument the Spirit uses
in performing the new birth.
"With the word of truth" is
the language of Scripture. Let
these words be written in letters
of fire and sounded from the
housetops that all men may
know that there is absolutely no
spiritual life apart from the Word
of God. The Holy Spirit does
not use our opinions, our great
oratorical ability, our sad stories;
but He uses the Word of Truth in
producing the new birth. Now,

herein is the dividing line between the Missionary and the
Hardshell on the gospel. The
Holy Spirit does not produce
spiritual life in dead sinners apart
from the Word of Truth. The
Hardshells will say that the Holy
Spirit makes the dead sinner alive
without the Word at all, and then
at some later time the live one
may hear the Word and repent and
believe or may go on to heaven
without ever having any contact
with the Word of God. Not so,
beloved, not so. Let us shun this
error of Hardshellism on one hand
as strenuously as we do the error
of Arminianism on the other

hand. For my part, I have no
more sympathy with, nor use for
Hardshell heresy than I do for
Freewill heresy. The Bible is
very clear and Missionary Baptists have unitedly stood in their
confessions of faith and preaching
and practice for the truth that God
uses His Word in giving spiritual
life to dead sinners. The Hardshell anti-missionary practices
begin with this heresy of life
apart from the Word. Strong
mission activity begins with the
understanding from Scripture that
God uses His Word in giving
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1)

FROM THE EDITOR
What is wrong with the term,"soul winning"? In my first editorial of
this year I had some resolutions I was making for the new year. I used
these words in one of them, "I want to pray and work hard at winning
souls to Christ this year." I later received a letter which criticized me for
some things in the resolutions, The matter of "soul winning" was one
of the things criticized. I was informed that I would not win one soul in
1986 and that my language would give much comfort to many Arminians. I have given this matter much thought, before writing the editorial
and after receiving this criticism.
I realize that the criticisms that many of our kind make against the
term "soul winning" come from a very sincere love for the truths of
Sovereign Grace. Doubtless, many of those who use the term "soul
winning" so frequently today are very opposed to the Biblical truth of
how God actually does save sinners. Doubtless, many who use this
term have, by their false doctrines and fleshly practices, given a bad
impression to our own using of the eterm. My brother, my sister, shall
we let the heretic's distortion and perversion of Biblical truth drive us
from the proper preaching of that truth? Surely not. If we do this, what
truth will we have left to preach?
Understand that I am opposed to the false doctrines and practices of
many who so frequently use the term "soul winning." But the Bible
does use this term,(Pro. 11:30). What are we going to do with this
term? Are we going to preach against it? Are we going to make light of
and mock it? (many of our kind do this) Are we going to pervert it by a
false interpretation? (Some of our kind do this) I suggest that we use
the term, preach it, and begin to practice it.
There are many other terms used in the Bible concerning the same
general truth, which seemingly would be as objectionable as this one is
to some of our kind. The term "catch men" is used in Luke 5:10.
The term "fishers of men" is used. Surely, this term is the same in
meaning as "soul winning." Paul says in I Corinthians 4:15 "...I
have begotten you through the gospel." Surely, to speak of
begetting dead sinners should be as objectionable to our kind as the
term "soul winning". The words, "shall save a soul from death."
is used in James 5:16. Surely, this is as strong a term as that of "soul
winning."
I am told that I cannot win a soul, that this is the work of the Holy
Spirit. I know that. Neither can I "catch" men, nor "beget a dead sinner
to life," nor "save a soul from death." But the Bible used these terms,
and these terms must have some meaning. I would suggest that those
who would criticize me for using the term "soul winning" would
explain to me what those words mean in Proverbs 11:30, and would
rebuke Peter, Paul, and James as well. My brother, we need to beware
lest in our zealous defense of some Biblical truth, we pervert, ignore,
and disobey some other truth.
Of course, I cannot win a soul. Of course, the Holy Spirit must do
this. I know that. Well then, what does the term mean? What do the
similar terms mentioned in this editorial mean? They simply mean that
old Missionary Baptist Doctrine that the Holy Spirit uses the gospel in
saving souls, in giving spiritual life. And that that gospel is given by
others. When the Holy Spirit uses the gospel that one gives to another
to bring that soul to Christ, then the one who gave the gospel has woo
that soul to Christ, has begotten that soul, has caught that fish, has
saved that soul from death.
I tell you that one must get rid of more than the word "soul winning"
to get rid of the doctrine and duty taught thereby. We have a responsibility to give the gospel to the unsaved. God uses this giving of the
gospel to give life to dead sinners, to win souls to Christ. When God
uses us in this way, the term "soul winning" properly applies.
Why argue with this term? Why disobey this duty? The attempts that
some men have made to interpret this term "soul wining" in a way that
gets around its obvious and true meaning (which I have herein given)
are miserable and sometimes absurd in the extreme. One false exegete
will say that it means to get already saved people into a Baptist church
so their lives can be saved. Another will say that it means to be friendlY
and winsome in personality so as to win them to ourselves. Brother,
when you have thus destroyed "soul winning" in its real meaning, wha,t,
are you going to do with "catching men," "saving a soul from dead'',
and "begetting men with the gospel"?
Let us stand strong and true to the doctrines of sovereign grace. BLit
let us not ignore, disobey, and pervert other portions of Scripture in se
doing. I urge every reader of The Baptist Examiner to join me in the
resolution to, "pray and work hard at winning souls to Christ this
year." I see nothing wrong with this resolution. The wrong that I de_,
see, in myself and others, is that we are not obeying the Word of Goo
in the matter of winning souls.
Let me just add this: It will be time enough to lay our failure to see
people saved at the foot of God's sovereignty when we have faithful?'
and persistently done our part in giving the gospel to the unsavee
Comments welcomed.(Repeat from 1986).
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All sins are rooted in some error ofjudgment.
God gives life, He gives a life pride by observing wherein God
that is characterized by repentance hath distinguished us and made u
and faith. Now take the Bible to differ, and then by noticing
(Continued from Page 2)
spiritual life. I Peter 1:23 along and show me these born again that all this cometh of Him, and
with my text is very clear on this children of God who were made should be a reason for humiliamatter. I Corinthians 4:15 is ir- such apart from the Word of tion, and not for boasting.
1. Many of us differ from othresistible in its declaration that Truth. Where are they? Why is
souls are begotten with the it that wherever in God's Word ers in God's providential dealings
gospel. Psalm 119:50 tells us, we meet with born again people towards us. Let us think a mo"...thy word hath quick- it is with a people who have been ment how many there are of
ened me." The story of Ezekiel brought in contact with the Word God's precious and dearly beloved
and the dry bones clearly set forth of Truth? Life apart from the children, who at this moment are
in picture that there is no spiri- Word of Truth is unknown to in the depths of poverty. They are
tual life apart from the Word and God's Word. It is our business as not walking about in sheepskins
the Holy Spirit. Did God use churches of the Lord Jesus Christ and in goatskins, persecuted, afEzekiel's preaching in giving life to sow the precious seed of God's flicted, and tormented; but still
to those dry bones, or did He not'? Word near and far. It is the work they are hungry, and no man
Brethren, let there be no quib- of the Holy Spirit to make that gives them to eat; they are
bling or dodging here. Let us say word effective in the regeneration thirsty, and no man furnishes
with trumpet sound as Brother of the elect. Let us not be them with drink, their lives are
Gilpin said in a sermon in TBE Arminian, and expect man to re- wasted in poverty and their years
in 1958, on "Why I Am Not a ceive the Word of his own will. in distress. Some there are of
Hardshell," "Men are born again Let us not be Hardshell and ex- God's children who were once in
through hearing the Word of pect men to be regenerated apart affluence but have been suddenly
from the Word. Let us be Mis- plunged into the lowest depths of
God."
There are two efforts that men sionary Baptists and preach the penury; they knew what it was to
make to get around the clear gospel to the lost and pray that be respected among the sons of
Scriptural teaching on this sub- the Holy Spirit will use it in men, but now they are among he
giving spiritual life.
dogs of the flock, and no man
ject.
VI. Then in our text we sec careth for them. There are some
1. They say that where the
Word is used in regeneration, that that regenerated ones are to be a of us who are here present who
it is not the written Word of God, kind of firstfruits unto the one have all that heart can wish: God
but Jesus Christ, the living who has saved them. They are hath given us food and raiment,
Word. Now there is no doubt but His, they are not their own and the lines have fallen unto us in
what Jesus Christ is the living they are to live their lives to His pleasant places, and we have a
Word. But James 1:18 clearly glory and seek to bring forth fruit goodly heritage. Let us gratefully
refers to the Word of Truth which for the Lord. May the Lord bless ask -- "Who maketh us to differ?"
Let us recollect that all we have
phrase is never used to refer to you all.
is the gift of His providence. Not
Christ. I Corinthians 4:15
to you, 0 my hands, do I sacriclearly states that we are begotten
fice because ye have toiled for
through the gospel which cerbread; not to you, 0 ye brains,
tainly does not fit this false the(Continued from Page 1)
will I offer incense, because ye
ory. I Peter 1:25 tells us that the
have thought for my daily liveliseed by which we are born again most old; we are but the
insects
is the "word preached as good of an hour when we
are most hood; not to you, 0 my lips,
will I offer my adulation, because
news to you" (Nestle's interlin- strong; we are but the wild
ass's
ear). Christ is the one who re- colt when we are most wise, we ye have been the means of furdeems us by His precious blood, are but as folly and vanity when nishing me with words. No; unto
but it is the Holy Spirit who we are most excellent -- let that God, who giveth power to get,
borns us again, and He uses the tend to humble us. But surely if and to have, and to enjoy; unto
Word of Truth in doing it.
these prevail not to clip the Him be all the praise for what He
Another effort is made to get pinions of our distinguishing hath done for us. Never let our
around this by saying that there love and peculiar mercies of God. songs cease, for His goodness is
is a distinction between concep- "Who maketh thee to differ from an ever-flowing stream. Perhaps
tion and bringing forth to mani- another?..."-- didst not receive;".. none of us can ever know, until
the great day shall reveal it, how
festation and that the conception it would be like a sword
thrust
is apart from the Word, and the through the heart of our self- much some of God's servants are
tried. To this day they have
bringing forth is by the Word. exaltation and pride.
This is invention pure and simple
We shall now for a moment or "perils by land, and perils by sea,
to get around the truth. When two endeavor to put down our and perils by false brethren;" to
this hour they are pinched by
want, they are deserted by friends,
they know what despondency
means, and all the ill which dejection and disappointment can
bring to them; they have dived
into the lowest depths of the sea
The New Testament Baptist Mission is meeting at 824 W. of trouble, and have walked for
Main St., in Elwood, Indiana. The missionary pastor is Elmany a league over the hot sand
der Aaron West. Anyone living in the area is invited to attend
of the desert of affliction. And if
services on Sunday at 10:00 a.m .and 6:00 p.m. You may
God hath delivered us from these
write Elder Aaron West at 758 S. Broadway Lt. 21, Peru, things, and hath made our path
IN. 46970. This mission believes the same truths in The
more pleasant, and hath led us
Baptist Examiner.
beside the still waters, and into
the green pastures, -- if He hath
distinguished us by the common
The Sovereign Grace Baptist Church, Hazard, Kentucky
gifts of His providence above
has called Elder Fred Mink as pastor and he has accepted the
many others of His children who
call.
are far better and far more holy
- Elder Samuel West is available for preaching engagements than we, what shall we say? It is
owing only to His grace towards
or pastoring as the Lord may lead. He believes and preaches
us, and we will not exalt ourthe truths taught in The Baptist Examiner. Elder West's adselves above our feHows, we will
dress is: Route #1, Box 406, Ridgeville, SC 29472. Phone
not be high-minded, but conde(803) 871-8140.
scend to men of low estate; we
will not lift our necks with the
proud, but we will bow down our
brows with the humble; every
man shall be called our brother,
Did He choose me before the mountains were brought
not merely those who are arrayed
forth or the channels of the deep were digged, and will He
in goodly raiment, but those who
reject me now? Impossible! I am sure He would not have
are clothed in the habiliments of
loved me so long if He had not been a changeless lover. If toil, they shall be confessed to be
He could grow weary of me, He would have been tired of our kindred, sprung from the
me long before now. If He had not loved me with a love as same stock; for what have we
that we have not received, and
deep as hell and as strong as death, He would have turned
what maketh us to differ from
from me long ago. Oh,joy above all joys, to know that I am
another? I wish that some of the
His everlasting and inalienable inheritance, given to Him by
stiff-necked gentry of our
His Father or ever the earth was! EVERLASTING LOVE
churches would at times recollect
shall be the pillow for my head this night.
this. Their condition is smooth
--C.H. Spurgeon
as oil, and as soft as young
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down, but their hearts are as high
as poplars, and their manners as
still as hedge-stakes. There have
been many who would do well if
they would learn that they have
nothing beyond what God has
given them. And the more God
has given them, the more they
are in debt. Why should a man
boast because he is deeper in debt
than another? Do the debtors in
the Queen's Bench say to one another, "You are only a hundred
pounds in debt, and I a thousand,
therefore I am a greater gentleman
than you?" I think not. But, nevertheless, if they did so, they
would be as wise as men who
boast beyond their fellow-creatures because they happen to have
more of rank, wealth, honour and
position in this world. "Who
maketh thee to differ from another? and what hast thou that
thou didst not receive?"
But the best way for you to
feel this part of the discourse is,
to go tomorrow into the hospital,
and walk along the wards and see
how poor men's bodies suffer,
and then go into the operating
room and see what flesh and
blood may have to endure. Then
when you have done, go round
the neighborhood to see the sick
who have lain for ten, twelve or
fifteen years upon the same bed,
and after that go and visit some
of God's poverty-stricken children
who just exist in this world, and
it is but a bare existence, maintained on bread and butter and a
little tea, and but too little of
even such things as those. Go
and see their poor, miserable,
unfurnished rooms, their cellars
and their attics, and that will be a
better sermon to you than anything I can utter. You will come
home and say, "Oh, my God, I
bless Thee for Thy kindness towards me. These temporal mercies which I once thought so little of, I must heartily bless Thee
for. I must thank Thee for what
Thou has given to me, and I will
ascribe it all to Thy love, for
Thou makest me to differ. I have
nothing that I have not received."
2. But this is not the most
important point for us to observe. We are now going to look
at, not matters of providence, but
the things of God's grace. Here it
is that we who are now assembled as a church have more reason
to bless God, and to say, "Who
maketh us to differ from others?"
Take, my dear friends, in your
mind's eye the cases of the careless, the hardened, and the
thoughtless, of even this present
congregation. Side-by-side with
you, my brother, there may sit a
man, a woman, who is dead in
trespasses and sins. To such the
music of the gospel is like
singing to a dead ear, and the
dropping of the Word is as dew
upon a rock. There are many in
this congregation whose position
in society, and whose moral
character are extremely excellent,
and yet before God their state is
awful. They attend the house of
God as regularly as we do. They
sing as we sing, sit as we sit, and
come and go as we do, and yet are
they without God and without
hope in the world -- strangers
from the commonwealth of Israel, and aliens from the covenant
of promise. Yet what maketh us
to differ? Why is it that I this day
am not sitting down a callous
hearer, hardened under the gospel?
Why am I not at this very hour
hearing the Word with my outward ear but rejecting it in my
inward heart? Why is it that I
have not been suffered to reject
the invitation of Christ to despise

His grace -- to go on, Sunday after Sunday, hearing the Word and
yet being like the deaf adder to it.
Oh,have I made myself to differ?
God forbid that such a proud,
blaspheming thought should defile our hearts. No, beloved:
"Twas the same love which
spread the feast, That sweetly
forced us in; Else we had still refused to taste, And perished in
our sin."
The only reason, my brother,
why thou art at this time an heir
of God, a joint-heir with Christ,
a partaker of sweet fellowship
with Jesus, an inheritor of the
kingdom of heaven, is because
He hath made thee to differ. Thou
wast an heir of wrath, even as
others, born in sin and shapen in
iniquity. Therefore must thou
give all the glory to His holy
name, and cry -- "Not unto us,
not unto us, but unto Thy name
be all the praise." Even this one
thought when fully masticated
and digested might feed up our
gratitude and make us humbly
bow before the footstool of God's
throne with joyful thanksgiving.
3. Will you please, however,
to think of other cases? Who
maketh thee to differ from others
of this assembly who are more
hardened than those to whom we
have alluded? There are some men
and women of whose salvation, if
it were to be wrought by man,
we must indeed utterly despair;
for their hearts are harder than the
most stubborn steel. The hammer
of the Word makes no impression
on such souls. The thunders of
the law roll over their heard, but
they can sleep in the midst of the
tumult--the lightnings of Sinai
flash against their hearts, but
even those mighty flames seem
as if they record from the attack,
do you not know such? They are
your own children, your husband,
your wife, some of your own
family, and as you look upon
them, though you have longed,
prayed, and wept, and sighed for
their souls, you are compelled to
say in your heart, "I half fear that
I shall never see them converted."
You say with sorrow, "Oh, if
they are saved it will be a wonder
of divine grace indeed. Surely
they will never yield their souls
to God. They seem as callous as
if their conscience were seared
with a hot iron; they appear to
have the stamp of condemnation
upon their brow, as if they were
marked and scaled, and had the
earnest of the pit upon their
hearts before they came there.
Ay,but stop-- "Who maketh thee
to differ?" Why am I not at this
day among the most hardened of
men? How is it that my heart is
melted so that I can weep at the
recollection of the Redeemer's
suffering? Why is it that my
conscience is tender, and that I
am led to self-examination by a
searching sermon? How is it that
I know how to pray and to groan
before God on account of sin?
What has brought the water from
these eyes, but the selfsame
power which brought the water
from the rock? And what hath put
life into my heart but the selfsame Omnipotence which scattered manna in a hungry desert?
Our hearts had still been like the
wild beasts of the forest, if it had
not been for Divine grace. Oh! I
beseech you, my dear friend, every time you see a hardened sinner, just say within yourself,
"There is the picture of what I
(Continued on Page 4, Col. 4)
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We are proud by nature, and would be exalted; the way to rise is tofall.

JOHN
PRUITT
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The early church did not have special places in which to
meet. Should we?
. SAM
WILSON
1490 North
Spring St.
Gladwin, Michigan
48624
PASTOR
Grace
Baptist Church
Gladwin, Michigan

Acts 1:13: " And when
they were come in, they
went into an upper room...
"First of all, I am not sure that I
agree whole heartedly that the
early church did not have special
places in which to meet. They
may not have had a specific
building on all occasions, but
they did have a pre-planned place
to meet. They often met in upper
rooms; which were used for the
purpose of entertaining. We must
realize that a church is an assembly and that an assembly must
have a place to meet. I know of
churches that meet in the same
home every week. I know of
churches that might alternate
where they meet. It is best, in
my opinion, to try and secure a
permanent place to meet. Let me
mention that one of the reasons
the early churches did not have
regular places to meet was the
severe persecution they, were
under. This was also true during
the dark ages. Places in which
services were held had to be kept
a secret and changed from time to
time for fear of persecution. I do
believe, though that some of the
early churches had regular
meeting places. I refer to the
seven churches of Asia in
Revelation.
Now, let me deal briefly with
the question about whether or not
we should have regular meeting
places today. I certainly do not
see anything in Scripture concerning this, one way or the
other. I would not criticize a
church that did not have a regular
meeting place. I would hope,
however that this was more a
matter of circumstances rather
than an idea based on early
churches not meeting in a regular
place. I think that whenever it is
possible, a church should have a
regular place of meeting. Surely
this is helpful if we hope to have
visitors come on a regular basis.
Here in Gladwin we have purchased a building after around 18
years of not having one. We met
in the basement of the parsonage
for many years. Having a regular
place of worship has been a great
asset to the church here, especially in the area of visitors. I
might mention that in my opinion, the place of worship should
not be of great expense. I find
that much of the Lord's money is
wasted on fancy and elaborate
buildings. We need not have a
building for show, but a practical
place for worshipping God. In
conclusion; yes, I think that
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whenever it is possible, we
should have a regular meeting
place for our church services.
May God bless you all.
JOHN
LENEGAR
126 N.
Washington St.,
No.5,
Delaware,Ohio
43015
PASTOR:
Walnut Creek
Missionary Baptis
Church
Delaware.OH.

To be sure, the early church
met in homes, hired halls, or
other temporary places. In the
beginning some even met in the
temple courts in Jerusalem, as
well as homes for the breaking of
bread which was better done
there. Some worshipped in their
synagogues until persecution, or
distaste drove them out. Early
Roman rule grudgingly allowed
time off for the Jewish Sabbath,
but not Sunday, the Christian day
of worship. Early worship was
not easy and far from ideal situations accompanied it. The church
at Jerusalem was very large with
no place designated for the whole
to come together on a regular basis. Pagan ceremony, superstition, and cults permeated the surrounding atmosphere of Christianity. It was not long, however,.
after the Lord sent persecution
and missionary endeavors were
begun and directed by the Holy
Spirit that designated permanent
places for the churches to meet
began to spring up. It is not only
expedient today to have a
permanent meeting place for
worship and other church
activities, but necessary to
effectively establish a presence
and witness in our modern
society. Regular services are
assured at specific, or set times
during the week. The instruments
of worship (musical, hymn
books, etc.) are much easier to
handle. People always know the
set times of worship, preaching,
and teaching. Although there
were times when services, such
as cottage prayer meetings are
sometimes held away from the
meeting house, most all services
are held at the usual meeting
place. The benefits of a
permanent place to meet,I realize
are often taken for granted, but in
our day and time, it is better to
have a permanent place designated
for use by the church. This is a
privilege often taken for granted
here in the United States, but a
permanent place of worship and
its accompanying freedoms is
still denied to many in different
parts of the world. It is still
against the law in many countries
to have a place of worship. For
that matter, a congregation of
believers could not gather in
many cities, parks, or public
places for a worship service
without special permission,
permit, or grant from government, or local community
here in our own country. While it
is true that "For where, two

or three are gathered together in my name, there
am I in the midst of
them." (Matthew 18 20). it is
also true that the devil hinders
how, when, and where this can
take place. Without being superfluous in decoration, cost, or
purpose, permanent places of
worship and church activity can
be beneficial to us and glorifying
to the Lord.

CLYDE T.
EVERMAN
108 Burdsall Ave.
Ft. Mitchell, Ky
41017
DEACON
Calvary
Baptist Church
Ashland, KY. ,

It is true the early churches did
not have special places in which
to worship as we do today. The
first church at Jerusalem, before
Pentecost, met in an upper room
(Acts 1:13). We must assume
this was to hide from the Jews.
After Pentecost it would seem
that they met in the temple until
forced to leave(Acts 4:1-3). Paul,
in his missionary journeys, often
made the synagogue of the Jews
his headquarters and preached
there until driven out(Acts 14:16). Paul wrote of a church that
met in the home of Aquila and
Priscilla (I Cor. 16:19). In
"Christian Martyrs of the World"
by John Foxe, it is told how the
Christians, at the time of Nero
had to meet in the catacombs,
which were caves of rocks under
the city of Rome. All during the
"dark ages" true churches had to
meet in caves and other secret
places to hide from those who
attempted to stamp them out.
Now the question, Why did
these early churches not have
special places(houses) to meet in
as we do today? Was it forbidden
by the Lord or was it because of
persecution? As there is no
command forbidding the building
places of worship, it must have
been because of persecution? We
in America,(some places in ti‘e
world must still meet in secret)
are not faced with such
persecution, therefore it is not
only right but we should have
places to meet, and worship in.
There may come a time in the
future when again the churches in
America will be forced to go underground, but until that time
comes we need to boldly and
publicly preach the Word. Did
not God meet with the children of
Israel in the tabernacle, which He
had given Moses detailed instructions how to build? Later the
temple was built for the same
purpose. In New Testament times
the Jews who lived in lands other
than Palestine often build synagogues in which to meet and
worship. Why should the
churches of the Lord not have
buildings to meet and worship
the Lord?

Rt. 1 Box 452B
Williamson, Ga.
30292
Pastor
West Griffin
Baptist Church
Griffm, Ga.

We know that there were many
churches that did meet in homes.
Acts 2:46 says that they met
"from house to house." It is
said in Romans 16:5 and I
Corinthians 16:19 that Aquila
and Priscilla's home was used for
one of the Lord's assemblies.
Colossians 4:15 tells us that the
church of Laodicea met in a
man's house by the name of
Nymphas. However, I am not
inclined to agree that all of the
early churches met only in
homes. First of all, we have
good reason to believe that there
were a goodly number of disciples present when Jesus organized
his first church. Study Mark
3:15-19. You will find that
"they went into an house,"
or home. However, the number
continued to grow as "Jesus
made and baptized
more
disciples
than
John,
himself
(though
Jesus
baptized not, but his disciples"). Then after the Lord
rose from the grave, He spent
forty days with His people before
ascending back to the Father.
According to I Corinthians 15:6,
there were over 500 eye witnesses
of His bodily presence. Then a
little while later, on the day of
Pentecost there were 3000 more
saved and baptized., By this time
I find it hard to believe that they
continued to meet in someone's
home, or that they had no designated meeting place. Some
historians estimate that at the
time of the great dispension in
Acts 8 that the number had
grown to 15,000 or even 25,000.
I find no Scriptural conflict
with having a meeting place.
Under the Mosaic system there
was a special meeting place for
God's people to worship Him.
While it is true that the house of
God is the assembly, I find nothing in the Word of God which
would hinder the local assembly
from having a "designated meeting place". The fact that there is
mention of some churches meeting in homes does not suggest
that all did, or that all should.
The important thing to remember
is that unless the assembly is together it cannot be called an assembly. Wherever it meets is
immaterial. Thank you for your
question.

GRACE
(Continued from Page 3)
should have been, what I must
have been, if all-subduing, all
conquering love had not melted
and sanctified my heart." Take
these two cases then, and you
have, heaven knows, reason
enough to sing to the praise of
sovereign grace.
4. But now another, the lowest
class of sinners do not mingle
with our congregations, but are
to be seen in our back streets and
lanes, and sometimes in our
highways. How frightful is the
sin of drunkenness, which degrades a man into a beast, which
sinks him lower than the brutes
themselves! How shameful is the
iniquity of blasphemy, which
without any object or any chance
of profit brings a curse upon its

own head! How awful are the
ways of the lascivious wretch
who ruins both body and soul at
once, and not content with his
own destruction, ruins others
with him. Cases that come under
our observation in the daily
newspapers, and that assail us in
our daily observation and hearing
are too vile to be told. How often
is our blood chilled with the
sound of an imprecation, and how
frequently our heart is made to
palpitate with the daring impieties of the blasphemous. Now
let us stop: "Who maketh thee to
differ?" Let us recollect what if
we live very near to Christ, we
should have lived quite near to
hell if it had not been for saving
grace. Some of you here present
are special witnesses of this
grace, for you have yourself
experienced redemption from
these iniquities. Look back some
four years with some of you and
recollect how different were your
surroundings than to what they
are now. Maybe four years ago
you were in the tap-room singing
the song of the drunkard as
readily as any; but a little while
ago you cursed that Saviour
whom now you love. Only a few
months have flitted over your
head since you ran with the
multitude to do evil; but now,
"Who maketh thee to differ?"
Who hath wrought this miracle
of grace? Who has led you to the
stool of the penitent and the table
of communion, who hath done
it? Beloved, you are not slow to
answer, for the verdict of your
heart is undivided; you do not
give the glory in part too man
and in part to God. No, you cry
loudly in your hearts, "Blessed be
the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, which according to
His abundant mercy hath
begotten us again unto a lively
hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from he dead." Ye are
washed, ye are sanctified, and ye
have been washed in the Redeemer's blood, and sanctified
with the Spirit. Ye have been
made to differ, and ye will confess it; ye have been made to differ by distinguishing grace, and
distinguishing grace alone. And
what upholds the rest of us from
being what these, my reclaimed
brethren once were,and what they
will become again unless saving
grace keeps them? What preserves
the preacher this day from being a
lecturer to infidels, dishonoring
the grace of God which now he
glories to magnify? What prevents the deacon from being an
assistant in the courts of Satan?
What forbids those who open the
doors at the house of our God,
and who serve Him on the Sabbath day, from being doorkeepers
in the tents'of the sons of Belial?
Why nothing; they had been there
unless grace had prevented them.
Grace hath done it, and nothing
else. When we pass a prostitute
in the street, we say, "0 poor
creature! I can pity you. I have
not a harsh word for you, for I
had been as you are had not God
preserved me." And when you see
the reeling drunkard, be not to
hasty to condemn, recollect you
had been as a beast before God
unless the Lord had kept you; and
when ye hear the oath and shudder
at it, imagine not that you are
superior in yourself to the man
who curses God, for perhaps you
once cursed Him too, and certainly you would have done had
not the Holy Spirit sanctified you
and implanted in you a hatred of
that which the wicked so greedily
follow. Have you seen a man
(Continued on Page 5, Col. 2)
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The heart is the womb of thoughts, and thoughts are thefirst issues and outgoings of corruption.
living God. Oh! well doth the
poet put it: "Methinks I hear the
Saviour say, 'Wilt thou forsake
me too?"
And now let our conscience
answer: "Ah, Lord! with such a
heart as mine, Unless thou hold
SUBMIT QUESTIONS ON ANY BIBLE SUBJECT
me fast, I feel I must, I shall decline, and prove like them at
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last."
Oh, be not rashly self-confident, Christian man. Be as confident as you can in your God, but
Is it proper to sing "Jesus Loves The Little Children?"
be distrustful of yourself. Ye may
yet become all that is vile and
vicious, unless sovereign grace
But when Jesus saw it, he these verses. First, children as prevent and keep
you to other
DAN PHILIJoS
was much displeased, and
believers. The primary teaching end. But remember if you have
865 Bethel Dthie
said unto them, Suffer the is that those that come to Him been preserved, the crown of
Bristol, Tern.
your
37620
little children to come must come as little children. The keeping belongs to the Shepherd
unto me, and forbid them
kingdom of God is made up of of Israel, and ye know who that
PASTOR
not: for of such is the little children. There is also a is. For He hath
New Testament
said, "I the
Baptist Church
kingdom of God. Verily I secondary meaning of the word LORD do keep
it; I will
Bristol, Tem.
say unto you, Whosoever children. It means those that are water it every
moment:
shall not receive the king- of
young
age, small, lest any hurt it, I will
dom of God as a little impressionable, and receptive. keep it night and
day."
Look to the Word of God con- child, he shall not enter This teaching shows that before a "Now unto him that is
cerning little children. Surely therein. And he took them little child can know who Jesus able to keep you from
they are precious in the sight of up in his arms, put his is, they must meet or be ac- falling, and to present you
God. Luke 18:15-17, "And hands upon them, and quainted with Him. The little faultless
before
the
they brought unto him blessed them" (Mk. 10:13- children were brought to Jesus presence his glory with
also infants, that he would 16). These verses teach us some that He should touch (embrace) exceeding joy." Then give all
touch them: but when his things about the feelings of Jesus them. This is what He did in glory to the King immortal, indisciples saw it, they re- towards children. First of all, He verse sixteen. These children met visible, the only wise God your
buked them. But Jesus was displeased when the disciples Jesus and He blessed (spoke well Saviour, who has kept you thus.
called them unto him, and rebuked those that were bringing of) them. It is through the
6. Allow me one more consaid, Suffer little children little children for him to touch. singing of songs and the telling trast; once again let your gratito come unto me, and for- Next, he tells the disciples to of stories that little children meet tude go with me. Since you and I
bid them not: for of such permit (suffer) the little children Jesus today. For them to meet have joined the church how many
is the kingdom of God. to come to Him. Finally, He Him savingly, they must meet who were once our companions
Verily I say unto you, takes them up in His arms, puts Him through the gospel.
have been damned whilst we have
Is it proper or correct to say been saved, how many who were
Whosoever shall not re- His hands upon them and blesses
that Jesus loved the little children no worse than we were by nature
ceive the kingdom of God them.
There are different meanings to that came to Him? If it is, then have sunk
as a little child shall in no
into the lowest pit of
the word children. The meaning it is also proper or correct for lit- hell.
wise enter therein."
Conceive
their unutterable
Our blessed Saviour used these is usually determined by the text tle children to sing "Jesus loves torments; imagine their inconlittle ones to teach His disciples a in'which it is used. There are at the little children".
ceivable woes; depict before the
lesson that would be very least two teachings presented in
eye of your fancy their indescribimportant to them in the future.
able agonies. Descend in spirit
drunkards and whoremongers -- for a moment to the gates of fire;
He was not encouraging them to
and God in heaven only knows enter into the abode of despair
be childish, but rattier He wanted
(Continued from Page 4)
what. They have sinned against where justice reigns supreme on
them to retain those childlike hanged for murder? Have
you everything that is
seemly, as well her iron throne; pass by the
qualities which are not seen another transported for
the as everything that holy.
At the dreary cell of those who are everis
incompatible with maturity.
most infamous of crimes? If you
recollection of these our eyes are lastingly damned. Behold the
When my daughter was about hear of one who sins
against so- filled with tears.
"Oh that our twisting of that worm that never
three years old, she climbed upon ciety so foully that
mankind head were waters, and
our eyes dies, and the bleeding hearts that
a table and said "Daddy, catch excommunicate him, pause
and
me," and she jumped say,"Oh, but I should have gone fountains of tears, that we might are crushed within its coils. Look
immediately. However, I caught as low as that, I should have been weep day and night for the slain ye at that flame unquenchable and
her just in time. A missionary as black as he, unless restraining of the daughter of our people." behold the souls that are swelterwas visiting us at the time and he grace had kept me back in my No mischief-makers are so pow- ing there in torments to us unsaid, "Oh, the faith of a little unregeneracy, and unless erful as deserters. None cause so known, and look if ye can look,
child." She trusted me to catch constraining grace had pushed me much agony as those who have but ye cannot look, for your eyes
her without thinking that I might forward in the heavenly race,ever nestled beneath our wings, and would be stricken with blindness
then have flown away to feed if ye could see their
not have time.
torments.
since I have known the will of
with carrion vultures on the pu- Your hair should be blanthed
A child will trust his parents Jesus."
trid carcasses of lust and sin.
because he knows that they
with but a moment of that horri5. And now we will pause
But now let us pause. How is ble exhibition. Ah! while you
would not let anything happen to again, and think over another evil
them. Of course, I'm thinking of which stares us in the face in it that the minister has not for- stand then and think on that resane parents who love their chil- connection with every church. saken his profession, and gone gion of death, despair, and
dren. God loves His elected chil- There are most melancholy cases back like a dog to his vomit, and damnation, recollect that you
dren, and they trust Him. He will of backsliding in so large a like the sow that was washed, to would have been there if it had
her wallowing in the mire? How not been for sovereign grace. You
never let them fail or lose them.
church as this. We are compelled
is
it that the deacons of this have a harp prepared for you in
Now the lesson taught here is, often to discover the character of
the Kingdom of God belongs to men and women who once church have not turned aside unto heaven, a crown laid up for you
those who are trustful, and child- seemed fair for heaven, but who crooked ways, and denied the when you have finished your
faith, and become worse than in- course. You have a mansion, a
like in. faith, without doubting manifested that
they never had the fidels? How
is it that so many house not made with hands, eterthe protection and love our heav- root of the
matter in them. Oh!
members of this church have nal in the heavens. Oh, why is it
enly Father has for His children. well did the poet
say: "When any
been kept so that the wicked one you are not already a fiend; who
Why not sing, "Jesus loves the turn from Zion's way, Alas! what
toucheth them not? 0 beloved! I is it that has given you a good
little children?" I believe He does, numbers do!"
can say for myself, I am a con- hope through grace that you shall
at least He proved it while here in
No trial is greater to the true
tinual miracle of divine grace. If never come into that place of
human form. Who are we to minister than the apostasy of his
thou leave me, Lord, for a mo- torment. Oh! tell it the wide
Judge?
flock. All the rage of men is ment,
I am utterly undone. , world over. Tell it in time and in
quite unable to bring tears to our
"Leave, 0 leave me not alone! eternity, free grace hath done it.
eye; but this has done it. Alas!
Still support and comfort me."
Free grace hath done it from the
JAMES 0.
when those whom I have loved
Let Abraham be deserted by his first to the last. I was a brand in
WILMOTH
have turned aside from the way of God, he equivocates and denies
1747 Fullington Rd.
the fire. But He plucked me from
God, when those who have sat his wife. Let Noah be deserted, he
Toledo, OH 43614
the burning, quenched me in His
with us at the same table, and becomes a drunkard, and is naked
blood, and now He declares I
TEACHER
have joined with us in church to his shame. Let Lot be left
shall be with Him for ever in
GI=
communion, have gone out from awhile, and filled with wine, he heaven. But oh! pause brethren
Baptist
us, and have brought dishonour revels in incestuous embraces, and think that some of your
Church
forToledo,OH
upon the church, and upon the and the fruit of his body becomes mer companions, some
of the
name of Christ, there has been a testimony to his disgrace. Nay, companions
of your revels and
woe in my inmost spirit. Some- let David, the man after God's debaucheries are now in hell,
and
"And they brought times there are cases as glaring as own heart, be left, and Uriah's you are not there, and by the
Young children to him, they are painful, and as vile as wife shall soon show the world grace of God never will be there.
that he should touch them: they are grievous. Some of those, that the man after God's own Oh! why this, why this? Blessed
and his disciples rebuked who were once in the midst of heart hath still an evil heart of be the Lord my God from this
those that brought them. God's sanctuary, have become unbelief in departing from the time forth and for ever. Praise ye
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His name. Grace has done it.
Grace has done it all.
No, I never shall wear the
chain, I never shall be stretched
upon that rack, nor feel that fire:
"But I shall see His face, And
never, never sin. But from the
rivers of His grace, Drink endless
pleasures in."
But I most confidently proclaim that the reason why I shall
escape and shall be glorified, is
not to be found in me, but in
Him. He hath made me to differ.
I have nothing but what I have
received.
Now what shall we say to
these things. If God has made
you to differ, the first prayer we
should now utter should be,
"Lord, humble us. Take away
pride out of us. 0 God forgive
us, that such beasts as we are
should ever be proud." We might
have been with our father the
devil at this very hour, if it had
not been for Divine love. And if
we are now in the house of our
Father which is in heaven shall
we be proud? Avaunt thou
monster! Go and dwell with the
Pharisee. Pride agreeth well
enough with the man who has in
his own esteem been always
virtuous. Go thou away and live
with him who has had good
works from the first day until
now; but stay from me: "I the
chief of sinners am," and saved
by sovereign grace shall I be
proud. It is not fit that thou
shouldest live in my heart, thou
monster! Begone! Begone! find a
fitter habitation than my soul.
Should I be proud after such
mercy, after such ill-deserving,
but such God-receiving. Begone,
pride! Begone!
Another lesson: if God alone
hath made us to differ, why may
He not make others to differ too?
"After the Lord saved me," said
one, "I never despaired of anybody;" and let us each say so too.
If you were brought in, why not
another? Will you ever give up
praying for anybody now that
you are saved? I once heard one
say concerning his child,"I think
I must give her up,I can scarcely
think she ever will be converted."
Why, you have been pardoned
yourself; and if the Lord can do
that, He can do anything. I am
sure if the Lord has brought me
to His feet there does not remain
in the world a case that can ever
equal mine; if He has brought me
to receive His free grace, His
sovereign love, His precious
blood, and hath made me to love
Him, then there can be nothing
too hard for Him. 0 Lord, if
Thou hast melted this metal
heart, and dissolved this stony
soul, Thou canst break anything.
If thou hast broken the northern
iron and the steel, then what remains beyond Thy power? Go
back then, Christian, armed with
this fact, that God who hath made
thee to differ can make anybody
to differ. There can be no case
beyond His strength; if He
brought you in He can bring all
in. If He doth but stretch out His
hand, no man need despair.
Therefore, "In the morning
sow thy seed, and in the
evening withhold not thine
hand: for thou knowest not
whither shall prosper, either this or that, or
whether they . both shall be
alike good."
Again, who hath made me to
differ? hath my Lord done it?-(Continued on Page 6,Col. 1)
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Paint is soon washed off; therefore rest not in outward and superficial changes, till solid and substantial grace be worked in the heart.
who have thought we could wash
Christ's feet with our tears, and
(Continued from Page 5)
wipe them with the hair of our
then let me serve Him more than heads, will have no more opporothers. There was a question tunities for spreading the name
asked once by our Saviour, and fame of our glorious Re"What do ye more than deemer. Let us give of our subothers?" That question might stance to His cause, give of our
well be put to each child of God time to His service and have our
here present. My dear friends, we hearts in His love, and so shall
must not be content with doing we be blessed, for in returning
as much as other people do; in Christ's love we shall feel that
fact, we must never be contented His love is shed abroad more
with our doings at all, but always fully in our hearts and more fully
be trying to do more for Him in our understandings.
who hath done so much for us.
May the Holy Spirit add His
Should I give my body to be blessing upon these broken words
burned, my flesh piecemeal to the -- they have been broken because
knife, my nerves to the rack, and they have broken my heart, and
my heart to the spear, yet should therefore I could not help their
I not give Him all that He de- coming out in a broken way. God
serveth. No, if I should pass accept them; and dear brothers and
through the horrors of martyr- sisters, may He bless them to
dom, it were but a poor tribute to you by helping you to love Him
love so amazing, so divine. What more, who is my hope, my joy,
are you doing my friends, what my consolation, and my all.
are you doing my brothers and
sisters, for Christ? But I will not
blame you, I censure myself if I,
(Continued from Page 1)
censure you; but I will confess
my own iniquities and leave you
to confess yours. I do try to serve papers they carried in and out.
I have also been in Bible studmy Master, but I do not serve
ies
with them, when they never
Him as I would. Each act that I
opened
a Bible, but referred only
perform is marred, either by want
material, printed by
to
printed
of prayer for a blessing upon it,
denomination.
Then they
their
or
my
Lord,
faith
in
want
of
by
don't
have
a creed
tell
people
they
by constant longing rather to get
they
rail
on
other
debook,
and
through the work than to do it
having
creed
nominations
for
think
acceptably. And oh! when I
upon all, I must say I am an books. Well, a creed book is a
unprofitable servant. Have mercy statement of beliefs, and in this
0 gracious Lord on my good sense they have a multitude of
works as well as on my bad ones, creed books, but they choose to
for my good works are but bad in call them Bible correspondence
the best and cannot be acceptable courses, or home Bible study
in themselves. I am certain some booklets. And I have looked at
of you have a little more need to their literature, it is definitely a
say that than I have. Let us cease statement of beliefs. So, do they
boasting anymore. I know there use the Bible and the Bible only?
are some here who are not Not hardly, you see if they were
serving Christ; some members in saved people, and used only the
this church are doing nothing. Bible, they would reject CampYou have not thought of doing bellism. But when they do use
anything for Christ, have you? only the Bible, it is to take isoyour regular lated passages of Scripture to try
You pay
subscriptions, you do what you and prove Campbellite doctrine.
Campbellites are always apare told to do, but do you give to
pealing
to honest hearts. Well, I
Christ secretly? Do you devote
would
like
to appeal to them on
when
substance
unto
Him
your
no one knows it? Do you spend the same basis. If they have the
your time for Him? Have you honest hearts they claim to have,
chosen a sphere, and have you then examine the facts. If you do
said, "This is my work, and by this with an open and honest
the grace of God I will do it." heart, you can come to only one
Oh! ye cannot tell how much conclusion. The denomination
there is to do, and how few there called the Church of Christ, is
are to do it. I would I could have nothing more than a man made
a church all alive, all active, so religious organization.
I want to take a brief look at
that there never could be a want
the
men responsible for the relibut those who have would be
gious
movement known as
work
supply,
and
never
a
ready to
Campbellism,
and adhered to by
but those who are qualified would
groups
known
as "Church of
be ready to fulfill. Never fear but
Christ,"
"Christian
Church," and
we should find too many rather
than too few to aid its accom- "Disciples of Christ," and others.
plishment. Oh, that we had the This movement had its beginning
good spirit of the ancient church, through Thomas Campbell and
the spirit to propagate our Chris- his son Alexander Campbell.
tianity everywhere. There needs Many things in this article will
to be in many of the suburbs of be quotes and excerpts from many
London fresh gospel churches sources, too numerous to list,
springing up. I can point to but most of this information is
many places in my own vicinity, available in any library.
One thing I have found over
seven or eight, nine or ten in a
the
years in debates and discusrow, where there is a chapel
sions,
the most feared and deneeded. In each place there are
spised
topic
is the history of their
believers living, who do not
think about uniting to establish a denomination. And when confresh cause; but as long as their fronted with it, they equate
peculiar wants are satisfied, by themselves with the Apostles and
journeying a long way off per- their persecutions. One thing I
haps, they forget the hundreds and would urge you to remember as
thousands who are pressing we consider this denomination,
around them. Oh! There is much that those who have been called
to be done, and very little time to the "Big Four," of Campbellite
do it in. A very few weeks, and history, Thomas and Alexander
those of us who have been loved Campbell, Walter Scott, and
more than others, those of us Barton W. Stone, were never
baptized to wash away sins. So
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the reformation,(so called) were
never saved. Yet Church of
Christ preachers today will say
they were great men, tremendous
preachers, very important leaders
in the church in the early eighteen hundreds. And according to
their own historical background,
never saved.
If you would like to learn more
about this religion, one good
source is, "The Memoirs of
Alexander Campbell" by Robert
Richardson, son-in-law of
Alexander Campbell. If you read
these, you will find many interesting facts. I will give you a few
and maybe it will spark your interest enough for you to examine
this denomination.
You will read cliches still used
by Church of Christ preachers
today. Such as "Where the Bible
speaks we speak, and where the
Bible is silent we are silent."
This phrase was coined by
Thomas Campbell.
There were no Church of
Christ preachers in the early
eighteen hundreds, so they had to
get a Baptist preacher to baptize
them. And this was not for the
purpose of washing away sins,
but to reject infant baptism.
You will find their plan of salvation was preached for the first
time by Walter Scott in eighteen
twenty-seven on an experimental
basis.
You will read that Alexander
Campbell became the "Master
Spirit," and that he began to
mold and shape the thoughts of
others, and became a teacher of
"how to read the Bible."
You will find debating exalted
above preaching. These are just a
few things to think about.
As was correctly state in the
book "Campbellism," modern
day Campbellites try to disassociate themselves from their
founder, by jumping all the way
back to New Testament times.
But they certainly can't escape
there, because there we expose
their false doctrine with the Word
of God. And this is what we intend to do as we begin to look at
their various doctrines, beginning
with their plan of salvation.
I have one of their books, and
in it is the statement,"The divine
side in salvation, and the human
side in salvation." This is not an
uncommon belief. Many religious groups hold to the teaching, including many who call
themselves Baptist. The Campbellites have a five step plan of
salvation, and the steps are to be
in this order. 1. Hear. 2. Believe.
3. Repent 4. Confess 5. Be baptized. Then of course after that,
hold out faithful till the end.
Only one problem with this five
step plan, no one in the Bible
ever preached it. These things are
the result, not the cause of
salvation. Look at the sermons
preached in the book of Acts, see
if there is any mention of steps
to gain salvation. Read Acts 2:22
and following. Acts 3:12 and
following. Acts 10:34 and
following. Acts 13:16-41. Acts
17:22-32. Acts 26:22-23. No one
ever said. "You have to be
baptized to be saved. If you are
not baptized you are going to
hell. Your sins are washed away
in the watery grave of baptism."
This is what Campbellites teach
without one passage of Scripture
to support it, only their rhetoric.
Campbellites have the wrong
birthday of the church. They say
the Lord established His church
on the first Pentecost after His
resurrection, but again we find
another false teaching by the followers of Campbell. Now I could
do like the Campbellites and tell

you • the Lord established His
chureh before Pentecost, and expect you to blindly accept it, but
that is what they do. You may
say "Oh, but they quote Scripture." A Campbellite quoting
Scripture means no more than did
the wearing of Scripture by the
Pharisees.
Lets see what the Bible has to
say about the church, or the assembly. First of all the Bible
does not say the church was established on Pentecost. From the
time Jesus started calling out His
disciples He had an assembly, and
He referred to His assembly before Pentecost. In Matthew 18:17
He said, "And if he shall
neglect to hear them, tell
it unto the church: but if
he neglect to hear the
church, let him be unto
thee as an heathen man and
a publican." Campbellites say
this is a reference to a "future
church," but there is nothing in
Scripture to indicate that. This is
just another adding to by Campbellites. We already see the
church was before Pentecost, lets
consider some others. 1. Pentecost was not the birthday of the
church, but the day the church
received the promise of Luke
24:49. 2. The church did not begin on Pentecost, people were
added to the church Acts 2:47.
You could not add to something
unless that something were in
existence. So we can only conclude, those added were added to
an already existing church. 3. The
church is figuratively called the
bride before Pentecost, John
3:29. 4. The church is called a
flock, and Jesus had that before
Pentecost, Luke 12:32. 5. The
church is called the house of God,
and Christ had that before Pentecost. Read Mark 13:33-36, and
you can see plainly that Christ
had a house when He departed
this earth. 6. The Apostles were
set in the church before Pentecost, I Corinthians 12:28.
Another false teaching by
Campbellites is the in-dwelling
of the Holy Spirit. They deny the
literal in-dwelling of the Holy
Spirit, which the Bible plainly
teaches. To try and disprove or
discredit Bible truths Campbellites always resort to silly exaggerated examples. And this is true
when they talk about the literal
in-dwelling of the Holy Spirit.
They begin to talk about the
Holy Spirit, God, Jesus, etc.
"climbing in you." And always
with these silly examples you get
the Campbellite chuckle. They
believe the in-dwelling comes as
a result of reading the Bible. Do
they have book, chapter, and
verse? Not at all. But I want to
give you book,chapter, and verse
that prove beyond a shadow of
doubt, that the Holy Spirit indwells God's people. 1. The Holy
Spirit helps us in our ignorance
and infirmities and makes intercession for us. Rom. 8:26-27.
John 14:26, "But the Comforter, which is the Holy
Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he
shall teach you all things,
and bring all things to
your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto
you." 3. John 15:26, "B u t
when the Comforter is
come, whom I will send
unto you from the Father,
even the Spirit of truth,
which proceedeth from the
Father, he shall testify of
me." 4. John 14:16, 17, "And
I will pray the Father, and
he shall give you another
Comforter. That he may
abide with you for ever ;

Even the Spirit of truth;
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him
not, neither knovveth him;
but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and
shall be in you" 5. I
Corinthians 6:19, "What?
know ye not that your
body is the temple of the
Holy Ghost which is in
you, which ye have of
God, and ye are not your
own?" 6. Romans 8:9, "But
ye are not in the flesh, but
in the Spirit, if so be that
the Spirit of God dwell in
you. Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ,
he is none of his." A n d
again in verse 11, "...h is
Spirit that dwelleth in
you."
In John 8:32 Jesus said. "And
ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make
you free." Free from all
religious denominations and
teachings of men. In verse 33 the
Jews said. "...We be Abraham's seed, and were never
in bondage to any man:
how sayest thou, Ye shall
be made free?" But they were
in bondage to a religious system,
you need only to read your Bible
to understand this. Even at this
present time, those in Campbellism, Catholicism, Protestantism, all religions that are not
called Christian, even those in
cults. All of these think they are
free, and have the truth. So, how
can you be free from all this religious bondage? John 8:32 Jesus
said. "And ye shall know
the truth, and the truth
shall make you free." And
in verse 36 He said, "If the
Son therefore shall make
you free, ye shall be free
indeed."
Many books could be written
about the errors of Campbellism,
but these few things should be
enough for anyone to see the fallacy of their religion.

CHILDREN
(Continued from Page 1)
given you and accept that
responsibility and raise those
children in the way the Lord
would have them raised. Some
people think it is a shame to
have more than two children. The
word children is referred to at
least 462 times in the Bible and
the word child 119 times. So you
see, the Lord has much to say
about children and most of it is
addressed to me and you on how
we should,care for them and raise
them.
In Psalms it speaks of a barren
woman and of a mother with
children. It contrasts the two and
it seems to tell us that it is a sad
situation when a woman has no
children and a very happy occasion when she does have. Psalms
113:9 says, "He maketh the
barren woman to keep
house, and to be a joyful
mother of children. Praise
ye the LORD." A woman
with her children should praise
God that He has given them to
her. It is not just our personal
children that we are responsible
for, we're responsible for all
children. I have actually seen
people who are supposed to be
Christians, teach little children to
say bad words, and teach them to
take God's name in vain. That is
(Continued on Page 7, Col. 1)
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Tears, and cries, and beating of the body may all be countofeit; while the true penitent's eyes yield no tears.

CHILDREN
(Continued from Page 6)
pitiful to see something like that.
"Train up a child in the
way he should go: and
when he is old, he will not
depart from it" (Prov. 22:6).
A child is just like a piece of clay
in the potter's hand. When God
gives that child to you, you mold
him into what you want him to
be. Now when that child gets a
little older and you think he is
the hard headest person you ever
saw, guess who taught him to be
that way? There are exceptions
now and then, but children are
just what we make out-of them.
Now beloved, it is sad, but in
our society today, there are millions of children that never live
to see daylight, because the parents have them aborted before
they come to full term and can be
born into this world. The parents
are going to pay for it, along
with the doctors that aborted
them, the nurses and the systems
that help them. I believe our society is paying for it now, because we have murdered God's
heritage. He said that children are
an heritage of the Lord and a man
should be happy that has his
quiver full of them. But we, as a
society, have murdered them by
the millions and not even allowed
them the courtesy of seeing the
light of day or being born into
this world.
We have a physical responsibility toward children. We need to
feed them, clothe them, provide
shelter for them, and to keep
them clean and healthy. We also
have a great spiritual
responsibility toward them. That
child will never know that there
is a God in heaven unless we
teach him about it. We might be
fortunate enough that we have a
good neighbor that will teach
them, but it is our responsibility
to teach them about God, to tell
them how they got here; where
they are going, how to get there,
and where they will spend eternity. We need to teach them
those things. When children
come along and we are to nurse
them and to care for them and to
keep them clean and healthy, we
need also to tell them about Jesus
Christ. When is the best time to
teach a child about Jesus and
about God and about his lost
condition? The best time is when
he is sitting on his mother's lap.
In Mark 10:13-16 we read,"And
they brought young children to him, that he should
touch them: and his discithose that
ples rebuked
brought them. But when
Jesus saw it, he was much
displeased, and said unto
themi Suffer the little
children to come unto me,
and forbid them not: for of
such is the kingdom of
God. Verily I say unto
you, whosoever shall not
receive the kingdom of
God as a little child, he
shall not enter therein.
And he took them up in
his arms, put his hands
upon them, and blessed
them."• They brought young
children to Him, we're talking
about what we would call babies.
Now, notice several things that
Jesus did concerning these young
children. These children were
brought to Jesus by their parents.
It is our responsibility to bring
our children to Jesus. We are to
bring them out to where they can
hear the preaching of the Word of
God. It is the head of the house's
responsibility to get his family

in the house of God every opportunity. These children were
brought to Jesus, they were not
brought to the mourner's bench,
they weren't brought to a
baptistry, they were brought to
Jesus. None is so innocent and so
sweet that he doesn't need Jesus.
He needs to come to Jesus.
When? The sooner the better.
'There is a song that I love to
sing to myself, sometimes, at
least, and its talking about the
mother. It says, "She was the
first one to teach me about
Heaven and the very first one,
Lord, to teach me about you."
Beloved, mothers should take that
little child on her knee and teach
him about Jesus Christ. And
beloved, we fathers also need to
teach our children about God and
about the Lord Jesus Christ. That
is the main thing they need to
know. We like to take our children to ball games, or fishing, or
to all kinds of worldly entertainment, and as they get a little
older we like to teach them how
to plant seed in the ground to
make it grow. We like to teach
them how to drive automobiles.
We like to teach them all these
things, but the most important
thing is to teach them about their
lost condition and the atoning
power of the shed blood of the
Lord Jesus Christ. " T h e
wicked are estranged from
the womb: they go astray
as soon as they be born,
speaking lies" (Psalms 58:3).
Beloved, that little child was born
a sinner. He didn't have to do
anything to become a sinner, he
was born a sinner. Mothers and
fathers should desire that their
children be brought to Jesus.
Why? Because of His redeeming
blood. It is the only grounds of
acceptance before God. In Acts
4:12 we read, "Neither is
there salvation in any
other: for there is none
other name under heaven
given among men, whereby
we must be saved." We
should ground the name of Jesus
in that child at a very, very early
age.
Why did they bring their young
children unto Him? That He
should touch them with His redeeming grace. That He should
redeem them from their sins.
Now, we want you to notice,
beloved, that children are welcome and invited to come to Jesus. I could just see these disciples as they were standing around
there with Jesus and they felt a
responsibility towards Jesus.
When the parents brought the
young children, the disciples said,
"The master don't have time to be
bothered with all these little
children, get them out of here."
"...and
his
disciples
rebuked those that brought
them" (Mark 10:13). The
disciples turned away the parents
and the young children. When
Jesus saw it, it much displeased
Him that they were turning away
the little children. Beloved, He
was moved with indignation. He
was upset with His disciples and
He said unto them, "...Suffer
the little children to come
unto me..."
Let that little child come to
Jesus. The Scripture calls Jesus
the Wonderful, the Counsellor,
the Mighty God. Beloved, He is
also the Saviour of children just
the same as He is of adults.
Sometimes people say they arc
too young to make a profession
of faith. How do you know?
Only Jesus can see that child's
heart. Only that child knows
whether or not He has had an ex-

perience with the Lord. I have
seen great witnesses that are but
children. I've seen children lead
their parents, their grandparents,
or even other children to the
Lord. Weakness in the arms of
omnipotence is what we have
when children come to the Lord.
Jesus is not here in this earth
bodily today. So, how do we
bring our children to Jesus today?
We bring them to Jesus by upholding them in prayer. Pray for
your children. We have a tendency to pray for other children
but not our own. We need to pray
for our children. Then, beloved,
we bring our children to Jesus by
telling them, by testifying unto
them, by giving them a knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. We
bring our children to church by
example. Set an example before
them. The man or woman that
brings his/her children to church,
lets them out, goes somewhere
else and picks them up after
church is not setting a good example before his children.
Beloved, he needs to bring them
to church. He should go in there
and sit down with them. He
should make them behave themselves. He should make them
listen to what the preacher has to
say, and he should talk to them
after church about what he had to
say. We should talk to them
about the Lord Jesus Christ and
that way we are bringing them
unto Jesus. How awful it would
be to hinder a child from coming
to Jesus. The disciples here hindered the children from coming.
Let us not be a hinderer about
taking children to Jesus. Some
children would like to come to
church but their parents won't
bring them.
We can _bring children to Jesus
by living a dedicated life before
them. They should know that
when Sunday morning comes,
we're going to church. The same
on Sunday evening and Wednesday evening. We need to live that
kind of dedicated life before our
children.
In Deuteronomy 6:5-9 it gives
us some good advice about
teaching our children about
Christ. This doesn't have to be
our children, it can be a neighbor
child, it can be orphans, it can be
the poor little fellow that roams
the streets who hardly knows
who his mom and dad is. It can
be our grandchildren. It says,
"And thou shalt love the
LORD thy God with all
thine heart, and with all
thy soul, and with all thy
might. And these words,
which I command thee this
day, shall be in thine
heart: And thou shalt teach
them diligently unto thy
children, and shalt talk of
them when thou sittest in
thine house, and when
thou walkest by the way,
and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up:
And thou shalt bind them
for a sign upon thine hand,
and they shall be asfrontlets between thine
eyes. And thou shalt write
them upon the posts of thy
house, and on thy gates"
Now I know, beloved, when you
sit around your house and talk
about the Word of God or when
you have your little boy or girl
by the hand walking down the
street or sidewalk talking to them
about Christ, someone is going
to say there goes a fanatic. But
that is alright, I would rather be a
fanatic for the Lord than to be a
fanatic for sin. They sin all they
want to and no one calls them a

fanatic. Beloved, we need to let
them know they could be a fanatic on anything. It doesn't have
to be the Lord. It could be any
type of sin or any sports or anything else. The Bible says teach
them when thou sittest in the
house when thou liest dovs7n or
walking down the street. Teach
them about Jesus. In Deuteronomy 11:18-21 we read,
"Therefore shall ye lay up
these my words in your
heart and in your soul, and
bind them for a sign upon
your hand, that they may
be as frontlets between
your eyes. And ye shall
teach them your children,
speaking of them when
thou sittest in
thine
house, and when thou
walkest by the way, when
thou liest down, and when
thou risest up. And thou
shalt write them upon the
door posts of thine house.
and upon thy gates: That
your days may be multiplied, and the days of your
children, in the land which
the LORD swore unto your
fathers to give them, as
the days of heaven upon
the earth."
Beloved, we need to make sure
that they have a great knowledge
of the Word of God. I maintain
that a man can live in this world
and not amount to a hill of beans
as far as the world is concerned.
He might be in debt all his life
and go out of this world leaving a
large mortgage on the home or
not even own a home, but if that
man has left a knowledge of the
Bible and Word of God with his
wife and children, he is a tremendous success. He has attended to
the important things.
Jesus stands ready and willing
to save all that will call upon His
name. He tells us that subjects
like little children, heaven is full
of. If you don't like the ways of a
little child you would probably
feel out of place in heaven.
"...for of such is the
kingdom of God" (Mark
10:14). We have to come to
Jesus in a child-like faith,
depending upon Him in order to
go to heaven. Now what is "of
such", what is a child-like faith?
A child accepts something
simply because some one said it.
You don't have to be that child's
father to have an influence on
him. All you have to do is live a
life, an exemplary life before that
child and he'll look up to you.
And beloved, that is what we
need to do, we need to be examples unto children. Children don't
have that today. They have no
examples to look up to. They
have no heroes. Little children are
examples to other people. Mark
10:15 says, "Verily I say
unto you, Whosoever shall
not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child, he
shall not enter therein."
Beloved, if we will not receive
the kingdom of God as a little
child, we will not enter therein.
We must have that simple childlike faith. I believe the Bible
simply because God wrote it.
You prove to me that it is not
inspired and I'll quit believing it
because if man wrote it himself
without being inspired of God, it
would be nothing but a bunch of
errors. But inspired by the Holy
Spirit, I believe it because God
said it.
We have an example here that
children are blessed by Jesus.
Mark 10:16 says, "And he
took them up in his arms,
put his hands upon them,

and blessed them." Beloved,
the Lord took them, He hugged
them to him, he saved them and
He blessed them through all their
life. We need to realize this. I
want you to notice three reasons
that we should bring our children
to the Lord Jesus Christ. One, it
tells us about safety. He took
them in His arms. What more
safe place could our child be than
in the arms of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Number two is fellowship. We read that He put His
hand upon them. Fellowship is
in the Lord Jesus Christ. Our
Saviour is not going to tell our
little child anything wrong. There
are people that we are afraid to
leave our children with because
they could be a bad influence on
the child. There are others we are
happy to leave them with because
we know that they will be a good
influence on them. We need to
watch that. What better hands
could they be in than the Lord
Jesus Christ's? The third thing
we want you to notice is
sufficiency. He blessed them. His
blessing was no empty form but
it was the imparting of grace that
was sufficient for their need.
Beloved, they needed a Saviour,
he became their Saviour.
Proverbs 10:22, "The blessing
of the LORD, it maketh
rich, and he addeth no
sorrow with it." Let us pray
for the blessings of our God. I
Cor. 14:20 says, "Brethren, be
children
not
in
understanding: howbeit in
malice be ye children, but
in understanding be men."
Even after we're grown up,
don't be children in understanding. Be an adult, study to show
thyself approved. Be an adult in
understanding, but in malice be
ye children. Do you realize the
impact of that? Children don't
hate. Only we adults do that.
They fall out, they smack each
other around a little once in a
while, but the next minute
they're loving each other just as
much as before. But in malice be
ye children. God bless the little
children while they are too young
to hate.

HOPE
(Continued from Page 1)
world are "Come unto me"
the most blessed invitation that a
person can receive is given by
Him,the giver of eternal life.
Our living hope is renewed
again in His precious Word as He
promised our eternal home with
Him. "In my Father's house
are many mansions: if it
were not so, I would have
told you. I go to prepare a
place for you. And if I go
and prepare a place for
you, I will come again,
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there
ye may be also" (John 14:23). I believe that He is as good
as His Word. I believe that He is
coming back for me, for He is
my living hope. This living hope
is for everyone who has
completely trusted in the finished
work on Calvary's cross. We see
many things pictured there on the
cross for our good. One that has a
far reaching effect upon me is the
outstretched arms. Oh yes, He
was nailed there, but look at Him
beckoning with that great call and
(Continued on Page 8,Col. 1)
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Men have a mind to sleep in sin when they desire to have the minister come in a still small voice.

HOPE
(Continued from Page 7)
promise, "Come unto me," with
His precious arms outstretched
beckoning to any one that would
humble himself and believe on
Him as Saviour. Our Lord died in
that pleading position with outstretched arms.
Our living hope is Jesus' return
to earth. This hope in itself is a
miracle. It is something given to
us by the Father Himself. "Now
our Lord Jesus Christ
himself, and God, even our
Father, which hath loved
us, and hath given us
everlasting consolation and
good home through grace,
Comfort Your hearts, and
stablish You in every good
word and work" (II Thess.
2:16-17). Oh, what a Saviour! It
is not only His coming, but Jesus Himself, who is our hope.
Paul put it this way in II Tim.
1:1, "...according to the
promise of life which is in
Christ Jesus." He is referring
to the living hope, the only hope
that man has. Therefore our hope
goes beyond death, for when Jesus comes to rapture us, we are
expecting to be "clothed upon" as
opposed to unclothed. "For we
that are in this tabernacle
do groan, being burdened:
not for that we would be
unclothed, but clothed
upon, that mortality might
be swallowed up of life" (II
Cor. 5:4). Let us look at another
great promise found in I Pet. 1:3,
"....which according
to
his abundant mercy hath
begotten us again unto a
lively hope..."
We see yet another great boost
in this great truth in Titus 2:13.
"Looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God
and our Saviour Jesus
Christ." This brings us back to
our original text that says,
"Arise, shine; for thy light
has come...." (Isa. 60:1). This
was said of Israel, but through
faith in Jesus Christ, we may
humbly accept it for ourselves.
Yes, beloved, we do have a living
hope.
How can our hope remain alive
and fervent until Jesus comes? A
Christian's hope must be kept
alive, otherwise his testimony
will not be convincing. Living
Christians hope. "Rejoicing
in
hope;
patient
in
tribulation; continuing instant in prayer:" (Rom.
12:12). We have every reason to
hope,to rejoice, because we have
the living hope of heaven within
us. This joy in the Lord is our
very strength and authority. A
good example of this is found in
the Bible concerning the apostle
Paul. He was on a ship going to
4ome as a prisoner when a terrible storm arose lasting many
days. "And when neither
sun nor stars in many days
appeared, and no small
temptest lay upon us, all
hope that we should be
saved was then taken
away" (Acts 27:20). Then we
see more of the promise added.
"For there stood by me
this night the angel of
God, whose I am, and
whom I serve, Saying,
Fear not, Paul; thou must
be brought before Caesar:
and, lo, God hath given
I
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thee all them that sail
with thee" (Acts 27:23-24).
Then comes Paul's testimony in
verse twenty five that not only
had he seen an angel and that God
had spoken to him, but he encouraged them by saying,
"Wherefore, sirs, be of
good cheer: for I believe
God, that it shall be even
as it was told me." What he
is saying is, "I take God's Word
sgriously, because of the living
hope that is within me." Yes,
Paul was an outstanding witness,
living witness to that outstretched arm,"The living hope."
We find Him always present in
times of trouble when we are
downcast with seemingly
nowhere to turn. We seem to
momentarily forget Him, but no
way does He ever forget us.
Thank the Father for the gift of
the living hope freely given to
mankind.
Paul often wrote about this
blessed hope. For instance he
says that he continually thanks
God for the Christians in Ephesus and prays for them.
"Wherefore I also, after I
heard of Your faith in the
Lord Jesus, and love unto
all the saints, Cease not to
give thanks for You, making mention of you in my
prayers; That the God of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give
unto you the spirit of
wisdom and revelation in
the knowledge of him. The
eyes of your understanding
being enlightened; that ye
may know what is the
hope of his calling, and
what the riches of the
glory of his inheritance in
the saints" (Eph. 1:15-18). I
believe if we try to recognize the
hope of our calling in Jesus
Christ as we should, our faces
would shine much more in these
trying days of today. At times the
outlook looks pretty gloomy, but
brethren, a lot less gloomy if we
know Him, the Blessed Hope for
mankind. We are born again unto
a living hope. We should never
be sorrowful to the point of forgetting that we have a living
hope on the right hand of the Father in heaven very much alive
making intercession for the likes
of us here on earth while we
transgress His law daily in our
indifference and weakness. Father,
have mercy upon us, draw us
closer to thee daily.
The most effective way to extinguish the flame of hope in our
hearts is by unbelief. Oh, how
we insult and grieve the Lord
with our doubts and fears. We
could learn something of the history of Israel concerning unbelief.
In ancient times the Lord gave
Israel a mighty living hope as He
led her out of Egypt speaking
through the mouth of Moses,
Aaron and others of the prophets.
Hosea was one of these men of
God used many years later in the
pilgrimage that went far past the
time of Moses and Aaron.
"When Israel was a child,
then I loved him, and
called my son out of
Egypt. As they called
them, they went from
them: so they sacrificed
unto Baalim, and burned
incense to graven images.
I taught Ephraim also to
go, taking them by their
arms; but they knew not
that I healed them.
"I drew them with the
cords of a man, with bands
of love: and I was to them
as they that take off the

yoke on their jaws, and I
laid meat unto them. He
shall not return into the
land of Egypt, but the Assyrian shall be his king,
because they refused to return. And the Word shall
abide on
his cities, and
shall
consume
his
branches, and devour them,
because of their own
counsels. And my people
are bent to backsliding
from me: though they
called them to the most
High, none at all would
exalt him. How shall I
give them up, Ephraim?
how shall I deliver thee,
Israel? how shall I make
thee as Admah? how shall
I set thee as Zeboim? mine
heart is turned within me,
my repentings are kindled
together" (Hosea 11:1-8). How
many are like those people of
those times in our carelessness?
For the most part, some of us
fail to notice that God wonderfully helps and heals us. What is
more important, He also heals
our souls by faith in His Son.
Beloved, it is wrong, but we just
simply take everything for
granted. Now let us look at
verses four and five in the Scripture above. This refers to Israel's
exile in Assyria. Then comes the
judgment. Now we look at verses
six and seven. So, like we of today at times, sees to it that God's
plan is hindered. In this passage
His plan for Israel was hindered.
Israel did not want Him. God's
conflict is then described in verse
eight. The conflict between His
holiness and righteousness on the
one hand, and His love on the
other hand. Where was God's
conflict solved? beloved, it was
solved at the cross of Calvary!
"Christ bath redeemed us
from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for us:
for it is written, Cursed is
every one that hangeth on
a tree: That the blessing of
Abraham might come on
the Gentiles through Jesus
Christ; that we might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith" (Gal.
3:13-14). Christ was made a
curse for us, God's righteousness
was fully satisfied, once and for
all. Israel is the prophetic nation.
Everything that happened to her
is an example and warning to us,
according to the New Testament.
"Now all these things
happened unto them for
ensamples: and they are
written for our admonition, upon on whom the
ends of the world are
come" (I Cor. 10-11).
Bread was rained down from
heaven for forty years. Jesus said;
"...I am the bread of life:
he that cometh to me shall
never hunger; and he that
believeth on me shall
never thirst" (John 6:35).
They drank water from that rock.
"And did all drink the same
spiritual drink for they
drank of that spiritual
Rock that followed them,
and that Rock was Christ"
(I Cor. 10:4). They killed all the
hope of the promised land
through
their continual
complaining and despondency.
However, unlike you and me,
they had not the Saviour as we
have Him today. They were
looking forward to the cross, and
today we are looking back to a
fact that we cannot deny. They
knew nothing of the substitution
which we know today. But today
the Lord is bringing her back,

because Israel's conflict is solved,
whether she realizes it or not.
Where? At the Cross of Calvary,
for God was in Christ and reconciled the world to Himself.
Beloved, when we see these marvelous truths don't you think it it
is high time we gave up our
shameful unbelief? The Bible
says, "...hope ma keth not
ashamed...." (Rom. 5:5). May
we see this marvelous light and
trust our living hope.
We were under sentence of
death, before Christ intervened in
our lives. "But we had the
sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not
trust in ourselves, but in
God raiseth the dead &
Who delivered us from so
great a death, and doth deliver: in whom we trust
that he will yet deliver us"

(II Cor. 1:9-10). How wonderful!
That is our living hope! In the
natural man the "spirit" is dead. It
is emotional, and dependent of
feelings alone. But the "spirit" of
a born again person has come
alive, being born again to a new
and living hope, and is now the
seat of God's Holy Spirit. "And
You, that were sometime
alienated and enemies of
Your mind by wicked
works, yet now hath he
reconciled In the body of
his flesh through death, to
present you holy and unblameable and unreprovable in his sightt! (Col.
1:21-23). Let us not forfeit our
Living Hope. Rather, let us put
all our hope in Christ. As
children of God we should cling
to this eternal blessed hope. THE
LIVING HOPE! Amen.

STUDIES IN THE LIFE OF PAUL
Part 6
by John R. Gilpin
"And all the brethren
which are with me, unto
the churches of Galatia"
(Gal. 1:2).
I don't suppose there is any
doctrine in all of the Bible about
which there is more controversy
than there is as to the meaning of
the word "church." In fact, you
would have a hard time finding
very many so-called Baptists who
will agree with us in our position
as to the meaning of the word
"church."
Here is one group that calls itself a Baptist church who says
that the church is a mystical
body. Somehow that word
"mystical" never made the right
kind of an impression on me.
Anything that is mystical sounds
"spooky," and after all is said and
done,things that are mystical and
spooky certainly haven't any
place in my life.
Here is another organization
who says that they are the
church, and that only as you
might come to them, under one
fold, and acknowledge that the
pope who sits in his castle on the
Tiber River in Italy is the religious head of the world - only
then will you be enclosed or enfolded in the church.
Here is another group who says
that they are the church and that
the only way you can get in the
church is the same as you get
into Christ, namely, through the
water. I needn't tell you that I am
referring just now to Uncle
Alex's water boys.
There are lots of Baptists who
certainly don't believe as we do
relative to the church. I think the
majority of Convention Baptists
that I have dealt with in my life
believe that the denomination is
the church, but I'd like to say to
you that the word "church" is a
word that had to do with a local
congregation of people.
When our Lord would speak of
more than,one church He referred
to them as churches. I do not believe that it is right for us to
speak of all the Baptists in the
world and say that they make up
the Baptist church. I say that
Calvary Baptist Church is a
complete entity, and that every
other local Baptist church is
complete and entire in itself.
Today I'd like to show you
from the Word of God what the
Apostle Paul taught concerning
the church of the Lord Jesus
Christ.
I. Paul Taught That The
Church Was In Existence Before

Pentecost. Paul, writing to the
Hebrew Christians, said: "...I
will declare thy name unto
my brethren, in the midst
of the church will I sing
praise unto thee" (Heb.
2:12).
The only time that the Lord
Jesus Christ ever sang when He
was here in this world, as
recorded in the Word of God, was
at the observance of the Memorial Supper. We read that after the
supper was ended, they sang a
hymn and went out. That is the
only time we have any reference
to the Lord Jesus Christ singing.
In Hebrews 2:12 we have the
statement that Christ is going to
sing in the midst of His church,
and the only time that He ever
sang, as I say, was when He had
instituted the Lord's Supper
which was prior to the day of
Pentecost. This would certainly
tell us that the church was in existence before the day of Pentecost.
There are lots of other reasons
why we also believe that the
church was in existence before
the day of Pentecost. We read:
"Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day
there were added unto them
about
three
thousand
souls" (Acts 2:31).
If you say that you are going
to add $100 to your bank account
tomorrow, that would indicate
that you have a bank account today. When it says that they added
three thousand souls to this
church at Jerusalem, then that
indicates that there was a church
there to be added to before the day
of Pentecost. To me it is the
most preposterous thing in this
world for any individual to say
that the church began on the day
of Pentecost, in the light of the
fact that it says that there were
added unto them about three
thousand souls. How could they
have added unto the church if the
church had not already been in
existence at that time?
Then, beloved, I might offer
this further suggestion as to why
the church was in existence before the day of Pentecost. When
the Apostle Paul wrote to the
church at Corinth, he said: "And
God hath set some in the
church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healing,
helps, government, diver(Continued on Page 9, Col.4)

ha
re
WI

w(
Ti
fn
nei
ou
He
sa
ou
ha
ou
far
pla
sun
out
hav
to
con
hoe
spr
in (
but
win
out
Our

"L
re i
bod
on13
moN
exa
can
expl
It

will
plea
is d
sam
This
a pa
who
who
who
to

is Gi
the
whic
sure

MU!

puti
TI

Slanderers are peddlers wanderingfrom place to place always opening their

packs.

perverse nation, among (Jude 3).
church," as if to say, "You can
whom ye shine as lights in
Paul had been urging his read- tell it to the organization that is
the world." "Sons of God" ers to be humble, to be obedient already
in existence at the present
refers to those who, through faith to God and submit to His will.
time."
have become sons of God. They He had given Christ as the prime
by C.T. Everman
things that come his way has a
I say then, beloved friends, the
have
been "begotten of God", example of submission and hu- Apostle Paul
"Wherefore, my beloved, weak faith in God. He disputes
taught that the
as ye have always obeyed, with God over things that He they now have His divine nature, mility. Now he had given him- church was in existence before
not as in my presence permits to come his way. and as sons they should act like self as one who had followed the the day of Pentecost.
only, but now much more "Murmurings" was a constant sons. They are to be without re- example of Christ. He had the
II. Paul Taught That Christ Is
in my absence, work out sin of which the children of Israel buke (blemish), faultless, in the "mind of Christ," and he has The Head Of His Church.
your own salvation with were guilty throughout their "midst of a crooked and been urging the saints to have the
"And hath put all things
fear and trembling" (Phil. wilderness journey. They mur- perverse nation." What he is same mind. He is ready to fight under his feet, and gave
saying is that Christians are to be on in the Lord's service or he is him
2:12).
to be the head over all
mured because they had no water, the lights
in a world that is in ready to be sacrificed for his faith. things to
The apostle Paul has shown they murmured because they had
the church" (Eph.
Christ as the supreme example of no food. They murmured against darkness. If we look up into the Note, death to him was a thing of 1:22). "Therefore as the
one being of a submissive mind. Moses, against God every step of sky at night we can see the joy. In chapter one he expressed a church is subject unto
Now he tells his readers to follow the way. In our day, much mur- moon, the planets and stars shin- desire to depart and to be with Christ, so let the wives be
that example. The Philippian muring is heard among the peo- ing, lighting up a dark sky. Christ. Death to him was just to their own husbands in
saints had from the very begin- ple of God. The apostle Paul said Christians are to lighten a spiri- moving out of this "crooked every thing" (Eph. 5:24).
ning shown much love and re- he had "learned in whatever tually dark world, "a crooked and perverse nation" to "And he is the head of the
and perverse nation."
heaven where he would be with body, the church: who is
spect for Paul. They had always
The children of God are not Christ.
been ready to accept his teaching
the beginning, the firstonly to hold "forth the word
"For the same cause also born from among the
while he was with them. Now
of life" by preaching and do ye, joy, and rejoice dead..." (Col.
that he was absent, he urges them
1:18). These
teaching, but also by their lives, with me." That is, we, having verses tell
to much more heed what he has
us that Christ is the
by their conduct as they live in the same cause, the same faith head of the
taught them. He urges them to
church, and that as a
this evil world. In fact, what we and are serving the Lord, you can husband
"work out your own salvais the head of the wife;
preach will have little effect un- have the same joy. He is saying, so
tion with fear and tremChrist is the head of His
less
our lives are "blameless "If my sentence, when it comes, church.
bling:" The word "salvation" is
and harmless" and "without is death, do not grieve. Instead of
sometimes used to express the
I am always happy when I can
blemish."
being sad and sorrowful, be glad preach this truth that Christ is
entire experience of the believer
Paul wanted more than any- and rejoice, that I have departed the head
from the time when he is called
of the church, and I'll
thing
that those to whom he had from this life to be with the tell you why. If He
by the Holy Spirit until he is state" he
is the head of
was, "therein to be so faithfully proclaimed the Lord." Paul
could think of his the church, then He has a right to
glorified in heaven. At other content."
He could "rejoice gospel, would remain faithful and death as a
pleasure, a privilege, tell us, as individual members of
times it refers only to the be- in the Lord"
regardless of the true to the faith, "that I may "which is far
better."
liever's deliverance from the circumstances.
His church, what to do, and what
Even while in rejoice in the day of
The apostle John wrote urging to believe, and how to act, and
penalty of sin, sometimes from prison he
wrote this letter of joy. Christ, that I have not run his "little
children" to abide in what to practice. It is not for us
the power of sin, and at other His example
is one that it would in vain, neither labored in Christ, "that
when he shall to vote on what we are going to
times, the deliverance from the be well for
all of us to follow. vain." Paul's greatest joy in the appear, we may have
con- believe. It is not for us to decide
presence of sin. Here,Paul is us- Not only
are we to do all things day when Christ returns will be fidence, and
not
ing it in the sense of being without
be how we shall act and how we
murmuring but also to see that those for whom he had ashamed before
him
at
delivered from the power of sin.
his
shall carry on the work of His
without "disputings" or arguing. labored and suffered so much, had coming
" (I John 2:28). The church. Rather, He is the head of
Misinterpreting the phrase, Remember,
two women in the continued to the end, "Holding apostle Paul is
urging the saints His church and it is up to us to
"work out your own salvation" church were
not "of the same forth the word of life." He at Philippi as well
as all saints to be as obedient unto Him as Head,
has led many astray as to the mind in
the Lord." (Phil. did not want his life's work to be do the same
thing. He gives as it is for the wife to be obedient
relation of works and salvation. 4:2). Paul,
no doubt, had these a failure, "that I have not himself as an example
of one unto her husband.
We need to note that Paul is two in mind
when he wrote this, run in
vain, neither who has fought a good fight, one
writing to believers, ones who but this
So, beloved, the Apostle Paul
command is just as labored in vain." When who has kept
the faith, one who taught us that Christ is Head of
were already children of God. much for
us today. Not only do Christ returns, the children of can stand with
confidence and His church. There is not another
They had already been delivered we argue
and dispute with one God will receive rewards for will not be
ashamed when he organization in all the world that
from the penalty of sin. Also we another but
often we argue with faithful work which they have stands before his Master
to re- can claim Christ as Head and
need to note they were to "work God. In arguing with
God is to done. Paul's joy will be great to ceive rewards for service
rendered. Founder but Baptists. For examout your own salvation." question God's wisdom.
Do we see these receive their rewards for How about you and me, are
we ple, when Alexander Campbell
He did not say "work for your ever question God
as to His faithful service.
ready to meet our Lord? Will we went to England
salvation." In order to work dealings in our
several years
lives?
"Yea, and if I be offered stand with confidence or will we
out something you must first
ago, he carried with him a letter
"That ye may be blame- upon the sacrifice and ser- stand before
Him in shame?
have that which you are to work less and
signed by the great Kentucky
harmless, the sons vice of your faith, I joy,
To be continued.
out. When I was a boy on the of God, without
statesm
an, Honorable Henry
rebuke, in and rejoice with you all.
farm, in the spring, we would the midst of a
Clay,
whereby
Henry Clay said,
crooked and For the same cause also do
"This will serve to introduce Mr.
plant our fields in corn. All perverse nation among ye joy, and rejoice
with
(Continued from Page 8)
Alexander Campbell who is head
summer long we would "work whom ye shine as lights in me" (Phil. 2:17, 18).
sities
of tongues" (I Cor. and founder of the religious
out" that corn. How we would the world; Holding forth
orgaPaul, in prison, was waiting
nization that bears his name."
have to fight that Johnson grass the word of life; that I for the outcome of his trial which 1228).
Notice, the first ones that He The Campbellites surely
to keep it from choking out the may rejoice in the day of could very well be the death sencan't
set in the church were the apos- claim Christ
as the head of their
corn! We could cut it off with a Christ, that I have not run tence. A prisoner tried in Nero's
tles. Now, beloved, they were set church.
hoe, but in three days time it had in vain, neither labored in court could well expect the death
in the church before the day of
The Methodists can't claim Jesprung up again. That is like sin vain" (Phil. 2:15, 16).
pelalty, but Paul had no fear of Pentecost. If you will go back to
in our lives, we can cut it out,
sus Christ as the head of their
Paul's desire is that they "may death. He was willing to either the very beginnin
g of the min- church because
but it keeps coming back. This is be blameless and harm- die or to live.
they look to John
At another time istry of the Lord Jesus Christ you
and Charles Wesley. The
telling
what Paul is
us to "work less." In working out their when it would seem
that he had will find that the Son of God
Catholics can't claim Christ as
out" get rid of the power of sin in "salliation" they are to be received the death penalty,
he called twelve whom He named the head
of their church because
our lives. Paul told the Romans, "blameless", they are not to give wrote Timothy "For
,
I am apostles, and he put them to- they
have to look to the pope of
"Let not sin therefore the world grounds for criticism. now ready
to be offered, gether in His church. I say then,
Rome. Beloved, I say to you,
reign in your mortal The world will find fault with and the time
of my depar- since they are spoken of as the
there is not another organization
body..." (Rom. 6:12). It is Christians, but Christ told His ture is at
hand. I have first ones that were set in the
in all this world that can say
only as the power of sin is re- disciples, "Blessed are ye, fought a good
fight, I have church, and that took place three
Christ is head of their church
moved that we can follow the when men shall revile you, finished my course,
I have years prior to Pentecost that is other
than Missionary Baptists. I
example set by Christ. But how and persecute you, and kept the faith:
Henceforth proof enough that the church itthank God that I can say "Amen"
can this be done? The next verse shall say all manner of there is laid up
for me a self was in existence before
to the teachings of the Apostle
explains how?
evil against you falsely, crown of righteousness," Pentecos
t.
Paul when he tells us that Christ
"For it is God which for my sake" (Matt. 5:11). We (II Tim. 4:6-8).
I think the strongest proof of
worketh in you both to must be sure the criticism which
"Yea, and if I be offered all comes from the lips of the is the head of His church.
III. Paul Taught That The
will and to do of his good we receive is false, we must be upon the sacrific
e and ser- Lord Jesus Christ when He was
Church
Is God's Habitation. Paul
pleasure" (Phil. 2:13).
blameless. Again, the believer is vice of your faith-" Paul is giving the church
a rule of disci- tells us that the church is
Here we are told that the work to be "harmless." The Greek word saying that if they, the
God's
saints at pline, for He said: "And if he habitati
on. God has just one
is the work of God, yet at the used for "harmless" means to Philippi, will
continue to live shall neglect to hear them,
habitation. God has just one
same time it is the work of man. be "unmixed" or "unadulterated" lives that are
pure and continue to tell it unto the church..."
habitation on this earth other
This does not mean that God does or "unalloyed." Pure gold is hold "forth the
word of life" (Mt. 18:17).
than the individual believer. It is
a part and man does the rest. The harmless or unmixed with any he will joyfully
lay down his life
Now, beloved, He didn't say to true that He does inhabit
whole work is of God and the impurity. The thought is that
every
we, for them, a sacrifice for their tell it unto the church that was
individual believer, but in
whole work is of man. It is God as Christians, are to avoid
those 'faith, "I joy, and rejoice going to be organized on the day
addition to the individual
who worketh in you not only things to which the world can
with you all." Their "faith" , of Pentecost, but He said, "Tell
believer, the Son of God has just
"to will" but also "to do". It look upon with scorn and
not only includes the faith it unto the church," as if to
one habitation, and that
is God who gives you the mind, ridicule. Our lives are to be lived
through which they were saved, indicate that the church was alhabitation is His church. Listen:
the will, the ability to do that for Christ. We need to say with
but includes the whole body of ready in existence. He didn't stop
"In whom ye also are
which is "for his good plea- Paul, "To me to live is
truth as contained in the Word of to explain. He didn't stop to give
sure."
Christ." Our lives are to be in
God. It is the faith of which Jude them a definition of the church. (Continued on Page 10, Col. 4)
"Do all things without direct contrast with those of the spoke
when he said we were to He didn't stop to say that on the
murmurings
and
dis- world. We are to be "sons of "...earnestly contend for day
of Pentecost He was going to
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
putings:" (Phil. 2:14).
God, without rebuke, in
the faith which was once set up His church. Rather, He
OCTOBER 27, 1990
The Christian who murmurs at the midst of a crooked and
delivered unto the saints" said, "Tell it unto the
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Satan's envy and malice is most bent against them that have most grace.
sense of real danger that was in hopes that they would be heard
present. Instead of sweet rest as and saved. They were sensible
expected, the winds and tempests men,indeed, they knew that their
fulfil his pleasure while he slept. own power and wisdom would
THE STORM
As anyone that has traveled by not avail in this great storm. But
Jonah 1:4
the sea knows that storms often what these men did not know,
by John M. Alber
sweep over the sea, but none and unfortunately, men and
Introduction.
quite like this one. You see, it is women today are in the same
Several things have been noted God that gives force to matter and boat, God does not hear the
thus far in our study of Jonah. motion to winds. It is God that prayers of the lost. "Now we
We have considered (1). Jonah whispers in the breeze and know that God heareth not
running away from God and his thunders in the hurricane; He sinners: but if any man be
duty,(2). Jonah running towards. gives strength to the floods and a worshipper of God, and
God in obedience, (3). Jonah direction to the storm.
doeth his will, him he
running with God as he
The second lesson here -- The heareth" (John 9:31). In the
proclaims God's message of operations of nature are moral in
Grace and, (4). Jonah running their design. Please notice, the
ahead of God as he is displeased wind that God sent came only afwith his results. Then, we have ter Jonah refused to obey the
noted the characters of this story: Lord, and in reality, they fell
(1). Jonah, (2). The people of upon him. That judgment had a
Nineveh, (3). The sailors and, very special end, a moral design.
(4). Almighty God.
Oh beloved, the God of heaven
Jehovah God had called Jonah accomplishes many purposes in
and commissioned him because His daily providence. By that
of:(1) the wicked idolatry of the very self same process God can
Ninevites,(2)the inordinate pride and does punish the sinner and
of these people, (3) their cruel reclaim the backslider. You and I
oppression of her conquered may only see mischief in a given
John Alber
enemy and, (4) because their storm, but things may engross
wickedness had come up before our attention, but nothing calm of the day men forget God;
the God of Heaven.
deranges God's design. Thus we but in a storm, alarmed by great
This rebellious "Man of God" can see individual circumstances danger, roused by their own afin his attempt to run away from are adapted to individual character, fliction, man is conscious of sin,
duty and obligation became a and national calamities to na- they cry out to their own god for
type not only of the nation of Is- tional morality. More often than, help. But that prayer is to no
rael, but of the Christ of Calvary. not, the elements of nature are avail! When their prayers seem to
His call serves as a number of messengers of mercy and judg- not work, these men begin to
lessons with regards to God's ment. Fire and water, wind and cast out their wares. Man will
calling: (1). It is sovereign by malaria, are sent to reach the dis- often risk life sometimes to get
design,(2). It may present great obedient. Oh Beloved, fugitives wealth; but when life is in danger
danger and,(3). It is clear.
from God will be caught in their they will part with the most
Last week in our study, we own transgression. It is far better valuable treasures to keep life itnoted three things with regards to to be recovered by tempest than self. Spiritually speaking, man
Jonah's flight from duty: (1). perish in a calm.
should be anxious to save his
That flight from duty is not a
own soul and that of his neighII. The Storm And Its Effects
departure from God's control,(2).
God's efforts are not powerless! bor. The problem, however, is
Favorable circumstances in Nature, when roused to fury that man is dead in his sins and
Departing from God does not al- speaks with no small voice. That unable to arouse any interest in
ways lead to a successful end and, becomes obvious when calamity those things. Man seems to be
(3). departure from God is more comes like the recent earthquake more interested in what he can do
expansive than obedience to God. in California and hurricane in than let a holy God rule his life.
I. The Storm And Its Lessons. North Carolina. From the human Oh beloved, if it were not for a
1. The first lesson here - The standpoint, we do not understand God that loved us from before the
operations of nature are under the why our God permits these foundation of the world and
control of almighty God. Many events. Let's notice the effect of planned our redemption to the
people do not see this or under- this great storm upon the ship. last degree, no one would ever be
stand, but it is God that controls The Bible tells us that "The saved. Every besetting sin the life
the various elements in this old ship was like to be bro- of the sinner, every cumber in the
world that we live. You see, it ken" (Jonah 1:4). Often that voyage of life, must be cast
was God that brought this storm ship had been tossed about at sea, away; but then, only God can do
into being. Its origin was Divine! but never like this time. It must that by the eternal work of the
"The LORD sent out a have taken a great deal of tifne Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
great wind into the sea" and effort by man to build this Worldly cares and pursuits which
Jonah 1:4. Oh beloved, nature is ship and then to maintain it, but endanger the soul and raise the
created by God and totally depen- then, what are the works of man anger of God must be forsaken;
dent on Him; furthermore, it has when it is seized by the hand of but then, man does not have the
neither force nor will of its own. God! Oh Beloved, who can con- will power to do so. Oh Beloved,
Again, all the elements of nature tend with the Almighty! These life is far more valuable than the
are God's messengers and obey merchant ships and their men of cargo of life that we have gathHim. "He sendeth forth his war are helpless in the raging of ered over the years. These men in
commandment upon earth: the sea. Is it not needful for all, their own effort, attempted to
his word runneth very especially for those who do busi- please God by their own works.
swiftly. He giveth snow ness on great waters, to own de- They, no doubt, told their god
like wool: he scattereth pendence upon God and thank that they would forsake all their
the hoarfrost like ashes. Him for a prosperous voyage. In sins and promised him that they
He casteth forth his ice our modern day and age when would pray and spend more time
like morsels: who can man has learned how to build oil in his worship and adoration.
stand before his cold? He platforms out in the middle of the Yes, it is true, what profit is
sendeth out his word, and sea, they should stop and thank there if a man should gain the
melteth them: he causeth God every time they come ashore whole world and yet lose his own
his wind to blow, and the without harm. The sea can be so precious soul? But as has been
waters flow" (Psa. 147:15- dangerous at times and no one shown in days gone by, man is
18).
knows when that will take place. not looking for, nor does he have
This storm at sea marks the
Let's notice the effect of this the power within himself to do
perfect ease and the mighty power terrible storm upon the mariners. something about it even if he
of God as He commands the ele- First, the Word of God tells us wanted.
ments of nature. As God wills, that they feared. "Then the
III. The Storm And God's
He speaks and the calm of the sea mariners were afraid" (Jonah Salvation
turns into a great and mighty 1:5). Men and women of careless
Jonah understood that salvation
tempest; sunshine turns into a nature seem to mature during the comes from the Lord! It is the
display of showers. Just when trials of peril and tremble in great Lord of glory that speaks to our
Jonah expected to rest in the bot- fear. You see, it is God that can heart and saves our lost souls.
tom of the ship, lo, a divine and does dampen the most buoy- Repentances would not be possimessenger to rouse him to a ant spirit and rouse the most se- ble if God the Holy Spirit had
cure. The natural man will do not made us alive. That was true
even as these mariners did, they in the days of Jonah and it is still
prayed unto their god. "Cried true today. Man can only forsake
every man unto his god" all of his sin and live for God
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
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made alive (Ephesians 2:1) the
believing sinner has been given
the necessary tools to serve God
and please Him. Prior to that
conversion, man could not and
did not please the God of heaven.
If you would notice in this
story that Jonah has been not
only a type of Israel afar off from
God, but a type of the promised
Messiah. In one sense of the
word, Jonah also becomes a type
of the sinner in need of God's
wonderful pardon and glorious
salvation. Jonah recognized that
he nor the mariners could do
anything in and of themselves
that would bring about their
salvation. Their plight was
because of, at least in part, to
sin! That sin had condemned
them and they were without hope
in a situation that only could
prove disastrous at best. Jonah
had told the men, "Cast me
forth into the sea; so shall
the sea be calm unto you"
(Jonah 1:12). The wages of sin is
death, indeed, as Ezekiel said,
"The soul that sinneth, it
shall die" (Ez. 18:4). Neither
Jonah nor these mariners deserved
the grace of God and Jonah
recognized that to be so. Jonah
did not want, nor was he looking
for God's deliverance; yet he full
well knew that God could if He
wanted. Is that not a picture of
man! The good-news has gone
forth time after time and yet man
seems to think, at least by his
actions, the crisis he finds
himself in is not all that bad.
Surely, the God of heaven will
not send me to hell! The love of
God has been so preached today
that the average person does not
see nor understand that love is
only one of God's attributes. He
is holy! He hates sin and His
holiness requires that sin be punished. Oh Beloved, until man
sea that truth, and he will only
see that as God the Holy Spirit
so reveals it, will man be saved.
God uses the storms of life to
touch the hearts of His elect. As
these storms enter into our lives,
God uses the incidents of whatever to make us aware of not
only our plight, but of His so
great salvation. Jonah knew that
if he was thrown overboard these
men would be saved. But he had
no idea what God had in store for
him! Just as Jonah was thrown
overboard and swallowed by a
large fish and taken to his grave;
so man today is thrown overboard
because of his own sin and is
dead in his trespasses and isins.
Just as it took a miracle of God
to save Jonah from that place of
death, the sinner is saved by the
grace of God out of certain doom.
That is why Jonah could say,
"Salvation is of the Lord"
(Jonah 2:9). May the God of
Jonah, that reached down and
saved his miserable and wretched
soul, also see fit to save you.
May God bless!
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(Continued from Page 9)
builded together for an
habitation of God through
the spirit" (Eph. 2:22).
Paul is talking to the church at
Ephesus and he says, You have
been builded together for an
habitation of God through the
Spirit. Beloved, when the
Apostle Paul was in Ephesus he
established a church, and that
church founded by the Apostle
Paul became an habitation of God
through the Spirit.
Beloved, I haven't at any time
learned where the Holy Spirit has
ever taken up His abode any place

other than in a missionary Baptist church. His abode is not in
the P.T.A. His abode is not in
the Red Cross. His abode is not
in the Masonic Order. His abode
is not in the Odd Fellows Order,
nor in any other order. Rather,
the abode of the Son of God is in
His.church - a Baptist church the kind Jesus built in the days of
His flesh -- and He inhabits His
church through the Holy Spirit.
I say to you, it makes a
tremendous difference to me
whether I am a member of the
church that Jesus built, because
as such, I not only have the Holy
Spirit indwelling me individually, but the church of which I
am a member has the Holy Spirit
to indwell it as a body, and He
has His residence within His
church.
IV. Paul, as a missionary, was
sent out by a church. The Word
of God tells us as to how Paul
was sent out by a church. Listen:
"And when they had fasted
and prayed, and laid their
hands on them, they sent
them away" (Acts 13:3).
If you will study this closely
you will find that it was a church
that sent Paul out as a missionary. Then when he started on his
second missionary journey, it is
even plainer, for we read: "And
Paul chose Silas, the departed, being recommended
by the brethren unto the
grace of God" (Acts 15:40).
This verse would tell us that
Paul was sent out by the church
on his second missionary journey. In other words, the Apostle
Paul wasn't going forth on his
own authority. He wasn't going
out under any mission board. He
wasn't going out as an independent missionary - independent of
all organizations, but rather he
was going out under the auspices
of a church -- the same church
that sent him forth on both his
first missionary journey and his
second missionary journey as
well.
So far as I am personally concerned, I am definitely opposed to
any kind of missionary work that
by-passes the church of the Lord
Jesus Christ. I have no room for
any organization that leaves out,
or excludes, or omits, or expunges a New Testament church.
I don't have any room at all for a
mission board. I believe with all
of my heart that an individual can
read from the first of the New
Testament to its end without ever
finding any indication or hint at
all that a mission board is a
Scriptural organization. The fact
of the matter is, there never was a
mission board known in this
world until about the year 1600
when the- English Parliament
created the first mission board.
Notice, if you will, that the first
mission board was created by the
English Parliament, and was not
created by a church. I tell you,
beloved, Paul went out as a
missionary sponsored by a New
Testament church - the church at
Antioch.
V. Paul Gave His Mission
Report To The Church. The
Apostle Paul gave his missionary
report to the church when he
returned from his first missionary
journey. We read: "And when
they were come, and had
church
gathered
the
together, they rehearsed all
that God had done with
them, and how he had
opened the door of faith
unto the Gentiles" (Acts
14:27).
You will notice when Paul
(Continued on Page 11, Col. 1)
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came back home he didn't make a
report to a mission board. He
didn't tell any missionary organization about his experiences.
Rather, he went directly to the
church that had sent him out, the
church at Antioch, and gave a report of his missionary endeavor
to the church.
Can't we see in this the plan of
Gospel mission work? Can't we
see from the experience of the
Apostle Paul what God's plan
was? A church is to send forth
the missionary and he is to make
his report unto the church that
sent him out. Why is it that men
are blinded with the idea of
something bigger than a church?
Why is it that some organization
that is extraneous and bigger than
a New Testament church gets
into the eyes of so many individuals and blinds them to the truth
as it is laid down within the
Word of God? I say to you,
beloved, as Paul was sent out as
a missionary by the church, so
Paul gave his report to them that
sent him forth.
VI. paul was sent by the
church to a conference at
Jerusalem. We read: "And being brought on their way
by the church..." (Acts
15:3).
When it came time for the first
Bible Conference to be held at
Jerusalem, it was the church at
Antioch that sent Paul to the
conference. Paul didn't go on his
own authority. He didn't go on
his own accord. He didn't go to
that conference because he wanted
to do so. Rather, he went because
the church sent him to that conference. Listen: "And when
they
were
come
to
Jerusalem, they were received of the church..."
(Acts 15:4).
In other words, when Paul got
to Jerusalem for this conference,
he went to the church, and the
church there received him.
You will notice that it was the
church at Antioch that sent him
out and the church at Jerusalem
welcomed him. Isn't that the way
that it is with us? For example,
of recent date I left here to go to
another place to preach. I got
permission of the church before I
left, and when I arrived I went to
that church, and I laboured with
that church while I was there,
under the auspices of the church
here.
I say to you, beloved, that was
exactly and precisely a parallel so
far as Paul was concerned at this
Bible conference.
I want you to see this truth,
that the biggest institution in the
life of the Apostle Paul was the
church. He magnified the church
when he was here within this
world. The majority today go out
with the thought in mind that
they are going to magnify themselves, or the mission board that
sends them out. Beloved, with
the Apostle Paul, everything
centered around, and about, the
church at Antioch - the church
that sent him forth to do his
work.
VII. Paul Taught That The
Church Is The Pillar And The
Ground Of The Truth. The
Apostle Paul makes this
statement: "But if I tarry
long, then thou mayest
know how thou oughtest
to behave thyself in the
house of God, which is the
church of the living God,
the pillar and ground of
the truth" (I Tim. 3:15).
It was the church that sent Paul

forth as a missionary. It was the tle Paul. Churches met in private
church that Paul reported back to homes. Paul wants us to know
when he gave his mission report. that big as a church is -- great as
It was the church at Antioch that it is -- important as it is -- the
sent him over to Jerusalem to fact that it is the pillar and
this Bible Conference. It was the ground of the truth -- it can even
church at Jerusalem that received meet in a private home and still
him and conducted the inquiry be recognized as a church of the
into the preaching that had gone Lord Jesus Christ.
During my years of preaching
out from their organization. Now
Paul says that the church which there have been times when the
was so big, and which meant so church services of the congregamuch to him, is even bigger than tion I was preaching to had to
that, for he declares that the meet in a private home for the
church is the pillar and ground of services. I am satisfied that we
the truth.
were just as much a church there
Now what does Paul mean as we would have been in a
when he speaks of the pillar and church building, or if we had
the ground? Well, if you will been in a million dollar edifice
look down beneath any building that we might call our own. So
you will find that there are pil- far as I am concerned, the organilars, or posts, or foundations zation is the church and not the
upon which that building rests; building.
Of recent date I saw in a paper
then beneath the foundation you
will find the ground. In other a picture of a big beautiful church
words, the ground supports the building, and underneath it, were
pillar and the pillar supports the the words "First Baptist Church".
house. Paul says that the pillar Now, beloved, that wasn't so.
and ground of the truth is the That was the building where the
church of the Lord Jesus Christ. First Baptist Church in that parThat which is supporting the ticular town worshipped. But that
truth -- that which sends out the wasn't the first Baptist church. It
truth -- that which is the custo- would be just as true for you to
dian of the truth is the church of come out to my house, and take a
picture of my house, and print it,
the Lord Jesus Himself.
I tell you, beloved, every time and say that this was John R.
I read this, it puts me on shout- Gilpin, as it would be to say that
ing ground. It makes me so this building is the first Baptist
happy just to know that the church. Just as I live in a house,
church which Jesus built is the so the church of the Lord Jesus
pillar and the ground of the truth. Christ meets in its building, or
Beloved, the only support that even in a private home.
the truth has in any community
I say to you, Paul taught that a
is the church that Jesus built.
church can still be a church even
Now, I don't say that Jesus if it does meet in a private home.
built every church. I don't say
IX. Paul Taught That Woman
that every Baptist church has Are To Keep Silence In The
come into existence by the Lord Church. We read: "Let your
Jesus Christ. In fact, I think the women keep silence in the
devil has built a lot of them, and churches..." (I Cor. 14:34).
he has occupied a whole lot more
You say, "But Brother Gilpin,
since they were started. I don't the Apostle Paul was an old
say that every church is built on bachelor. He just had it in for the
the Son of God, but I do say that women." No, no, beloved, the
every true church that is standing Apostle Paul in no wise at all
for the Word of God is the pillar was guilty of those accusations.
and the ground that is supporting He just wrote what the Holy
the truth in that community.
Spirit told him to write, and the
Do you understand then why it Holy Spirit said that a woman's
is that I emphasize the church? place in a New Testament church
Do you understand why it is that was a place and a position of siPaul emphasized the church? Do lence.
you understand why it is that the
When he wrote to young
Apostle Paul emphasized it to the Timothy he made a similar
extent that he did -- in that he statement, for he said: "I will
made it appear that the church therefore that men pray
was the biggest thing within his ev ry where, lifting up
ministry? Beloved, it was the holy hands, without wrath
biggest thing because it was the and doubting. Let the
pillar and the ground that was woman learn in silence
supporting the truth of the Word with all subjection. But I
of God.
suffer not a woman to
VII. Paul Taught That A teach, nor usurp authority
Church Can Meet In A Private over the man, but to be in
Home. I am sure the Apostle silence" (I Tim. 2:8, 11, 12).
Paul wanted to keep in mind that
Now, beloved, how can anythere were small churches that body read these verses without
couldn't own their buildings, and realizing that the woman's place
churches that never would be able in a church is that of silence? I
to own their own structure, who don't think that it is at all kind
would have to meet in a private for an individual to say that Paul
house. Paul, impressed by the was just down on the females,
Holy Spirit, dropped a hint that that he didn't want to have anythe church, the biggest thing to do with the women. The
organization in the world, can Apostle Paul merely wrote what
even meet in a private home. We the Holy Spirit told him to write,
read: "And to our beloved and why can't we accept it as
Apphia, and Archippus our God's Word? I tell you, beloved,
fellow soldier, and to the God said it, I believe it, and that
church in thy house" settles it. That ought to be the
(Philemon 2).
attitude of every child of God
The fact of the matter is, the concerning this or anything else.
majority of the churches in Paul's
When I was in college I wrote
day met in private homes. I don't my first editorial relative to
imagine there were very many women keeping silence in the
churches even at the end of Paul's church. I quoted a little Greek in
ministry that had a place of wor- my editorial, and after I had writship. I am satisfied that very few ten it I took it to my Greek proof them were able to boast of fessor and asked him to read it.
their proud steeples. I am sure He said,"You don't believe it, do
that church buildings were very you?" I said, "Well, if I didn't, I
rare in the ministry of the Apos- certainly wouldn't have written

it." He said, "I just can't conceive
of anybody in this modern day
believing anything like that." I
said, "Professor, I brought it to
you not for your approbation, but
I brought it to you to ask you to
criticize my Greek. Is my interpretation of the Greek language
correct from the standpoint of the
word "woman"?" He said,"There
isn't any doubt about it being
correct from the standpoint of the
Greek language, but it just isn't
correct according to modern
times."
I say to you, beloved, I am not
concerned about modern times, I
am concerned about the exactness
of the Word of God,for it is what
the Word of God has to say that
means everything to me. I come
back to the Apostle Paul and I
stand along the side of him and I
say, "Paul, I am going to echo
what you said: "Let your
women keep silence in the
churches."
Years ago Brother Jim Everman was introducing me one
night and in doing so, he was
very diplomatic and very loving,
as he always is. He was telling
the folk about how he loved me
in view of what I stood for, and
he said, "I have just come to this
conclusion: If they were going to
kill Brother Gilpin tonight because of what he stands for, I'd
just like to step up, and take my
stand along with him, and say,
"Now just kill me at the same
time because I believe the same
thing he does."
I have thought of Brother Jim's
loving words so many times. I'll
say the same as to Paul. If you
are going to castigate Paul because of what he said about the
women keeping silence in the
church -- if you are going to get
mad at Paul because of what he
says relative to a woman's position of silence in a New Testament assembly, I want to step up
beside him and say, "Paul, I'll
take my stand with you, and I'll
ask for the same castigation and
the same condemnation. I'll ask
for the same treatment that is
meted out to you because I believe what you said is the Word
of God."
X. Paul Taught That We
Should Attend Church Services.
You say, "Brother Gilpin, all of
us believe that a woman ought to
keep silence in the church
because you have preached that so
much, and we believe that
mission work ought to be done
through the church." Well, then
beloved, I wonder if you will
agree with me that we ought to
attend all church services? We
read: "Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves
together, as the manner of
some is..." (Heb. 10:25).
You say,"Brother Gilpin, I get
drowsy when I come to hear you
preach. I listen to you talking
about the church being the organilation that sent Paul out, and
about, women keeping silence in
the church. I know that so well
that I just get drowsy." Listen,
brother, sister, I am going to
wake you up, and shake you out
of some of your lethargy right
now. I am going to wake you up
on some of your carelessness.
Listen to what I have to say. The
Word of God says that we have
no business to forsake the assembling of ourselves together.
When service time comes, it is
your business to be in the services unless you have a reason
that would be approved by a good
conscience before God.
You say, "But Brother Gilpin,
it is so hard for me to attend ser-

vices regularly. I have so much
sickness and it is so far for me to
drive," and "Brother Gilpin, it is
the best day in the week to go
fishing," and "It is the best day in
the week to wash the automobile," and "It is the best day in
the week to go visit Grandma,"
and "It is the best day in the week
to stay in bed and sleep." and "It
is the best day in the week to
have a homecoming," and "It is
the best day in the week to go on
a trip." I am ready to grant all
those things, beloved, but I come
back to Paul, and I'll take my
stand along side of him. As I do,
I hear Paul say that we are not to
forsake the assembling of ourselves together. Paul emphasized
and magnified the church of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
In the Old Testament we read
that David and Jonathan were
meeting together making a love
pact. David was planning not to
be present the next day for a feast
day, and Jonathan said to him:
"...thou
shalt
be
missed..." (I Sam. 20:18).
Mark it down, when you stay
away from the house of God,
when you don't attend the services in God's house, you are
going to be missed. You are going to be missed in your place
when you fail to attend services
in God's house.
XI. Paul Taught That Christ Is
To Get His Glory Through His
Church Forever. We read: "Unto
him be glory in the church
by Christ Jesus throughout
all ages, world without
end" (Eph. 3:21).
How does He get His glory?
Through the church. What is the
organization that is to magnify
Christ? Not the PTA, not the
Community Chest, nor a mission board, and not any kind of a
missionary organization. He is to
get His glory through the church.
For how long? "Unto him be
glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout
all ages, world without
end."
Notice again: "...Every
plant, which my heavenly
Father hath not planted,
shall be rooted up" (Mt.
15:13).
Goodbye Methodists, goodbye
Campbellites, goodbye Holy
Rollers, goodbye Catholics,
goodbye Presbyterians, goodbye
all the balance, for they are all
going to be rooted up because my
heavenly Father didn't plant
them.
Listen again: "...I will
build my church; and the
gates of hell shall not
prevail against it" (Mt.
16:18).
Beloved, the church that Jesus
built is going to exist forever -that means missionary Baptists and God will get His glory
through His church, world without end. I surely wouldn't want to
be a member of any other
organization. I tell you, I .
wouldn't be satisfied to be out of
His church. I don't know whether
you who are saved are a member
of the church or not, but I will
tell you this, I wouldn't be
satisfied to be outside the church
that Jesus built, because God
only gets His glory through the
church, world without end.
XII. Paul United With A
Church. Paul thought so much of
(Continued on Page 12, Col. 1)
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