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GODLESS
GLUTTONY

by Joseph Kingston, Jr.
Philippians 4:5, "Let your

looderation be known unto
4,11 men. The Lord is at
Band."
. We are living in a day and age
In which in many ways, numbers
°I.People arc plighted and plagued
With bondages of troublesome
111IserY which are very similar to

very times wherein the
".Postle Paul lived and walked
Von this earth. In Philippians

Joseph Kingston, Jr.

3:18, 19 we read: ("For many
Walk, of whom I have told
YOU often, and now tell

even weeping, that
"ley are the enemies of the
!toss of Christ: Whose end
1.s destruction, whose God
Is, their belly, and whose
g")rY is in their shame,
Who mind earthly things.")
Gluttony is a sin that is rarely

Preached against, and maybe the
(Continued on Page 7, Col. 4)

PERFECTION'
, By Waldo Whiddon
What does the Bible say about

Perfection? "Therefore leav-
1,111g the principles of the
"octrine of Christ, let us

,°n unto perfection; not
ng again the founda-

-4 of repentance from
kContinued on Page 7, Col. 5)
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Truth is in order to goodness

THE CHURCH,
LOCAL AND NOT MISSIONARY
UNIVERSAL
by Frank B. Beck

Scripture reading--I Corinthians
chapter 12.
When the Apostle Paul opened

his letter to the church of God at
Corinth, he proclaimed, "Now
ye are the body of Christ,
and members in particular"
(I Cor. 12:27). Of course, Paul
is here not referring to the physi-
cal body of Christ, but to the ec-
clesiastical body, to the churchly
body.
This is not the only instance

where the church is called the
body of Christ. In Romans 12:4-
5, Paul writes to the church at
Rome, "For as we have
many members in one
body, and all members
have not the same office:
So we, being many, are
one body in Christ, and
every one members one of
another." And writing to the
church at Ephesus he says of the
church that Christ is "...head
over all things to the
church, Which is his body,
the fulness of him that
filleth all in all" (E ph
1:22,23). His words to the
church at Colosse are almost the
same, where he announces that
Jesus Christ is "...the head of
the body, the church..."
(Col. 1:18). Thus, there is no
difficulty in discerning that the
church is the body of Christ.
However there is every diffi-
(Continued on Page 7, Col. 2)
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THE BLOOD OF THE
EVERLASTING COVENANT

by C. H. Spurgeon
"...the blood of the

everlasting covenant" (Heb.
13:20). All God's dealings with
men have had a covenant charac-
ter. It hath so pleased Him to
arrange it, that He will not deal
with us except through a
covenant, nor can we deal with
Him except in the same manner.
Adam in the garden was under a
covenant with God and God was
in covenant with him. That
covenant he speedily brake.
There is a covenant still existing
in all its terrible power--terrible I
say, because it has been broken
on man's part, and therefore God
will most surely fulfil its solemn
threatenings and sanctions. That
is the covenant of works. By
this He dealt with Moses, and in
this doth He deal with the whole
race of men as represented in the
first Adam. Afterwards when

God would deal with Noah, it people. And mark, whenever we
was by a covenant; and when in come into close and intimate
succeeding ages He dealt with
Abraham, He was still pleased to
bind Himself to him by a
covenant. That covenant he pre-
served and kept, and it was re-
newed continually to many of his
seed.. God dealt not even with
David, the man after His own
heart, except with a covenant.
He made a covenant with His
anointed; and beloved, He dealeth
with you and me this day still by
covenant. When He shall come
in all His terrors to condemn, He
shall smite by covenant--namely,
by the sword of the covenant of
Sinai; and if He comes in the
splendors of His grace to save,
He still comes to us by covenant-
-namely, the covenant of Zion;
the covenant which He has made
with the Lord Jesus Christ, the
head and representative of His

WHY SHOULD A CHRISTIAN
BELIEVE IN CREATION?

by John D. Morris
The Institute for Creation Re-

search is a multi-faceted
organization. ICR conducts
meetings for university students
as well as pre-schoolers. We do
scientific research and speak in
churches. Our goal is to produce
material on every subject at every
level. But perhaps the aspect that
thrills us most is to see Chris-
tians come back to a belief in all
of God's Word, have their ques-
tions answered, and get the mon-
key of evolution off their backs.
I can think of many reasons

why a Christian should be a
Bible-believing creationist and
not try to include any form of

evolution in his thinking. In
this short space, let me briefly
mention several of them:

First, evolution is bad science.
Anyone familiar with ICR and its
materials is aware that the scien-
tific evidence does not support
evolution. Evolution is a non-
testable concept, non-falsifiable,
and therefore not even a proper
scientific theory. It violates the
basic laws of science and proba-
bility. There is no hint in the
fossil record that any basic cate-
gory of plant or animal has ever
changed into any other. It as-
cribes incredibly complex life
forms to pure chance.
Furthermore, evolution has

evil fruits. The failed concepts of
racism, fascism, Marxism,
imperialism, etc., are all founded
on evolutionary principles, as are
the extant concepts of Freudian- -
ism, promiscuity, abortion, ho-
mosexuality, drug use, etc.
One's self-concept is tied up in

his view of origins. It makes a
big difference if we were created
in the image of God to bring
Him glory and do His bidding
versus being the chance by-prod-
uct of primeval slime.
One's entire world view is

likewise at stake. Are we here as
God's stewards of life and the

(Continued on Page 11, Col. 5)

The Baptist Examiner Pulpit
A Sermon by Pastor Joseph M. Wilson

THE WORK OF THE HOLY

SPIRIT IN THE BELIEVER

"And I will pray the Fa-
ther, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for-
ever: Even the Spirit of
truth; whom the world
cannot receive, because it
seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know
him; for he dwelleth with
you, and shall be in you. I
will not leave you com-

fortless: I will come to
you" (John 14:16-18).
The greatest single truth about

the Christian life and service is
that of the indwelling of the Holy
Spirit in every believer. Oh, there
is great potential for Christian
life and service in the fact of the
indwelling Holy Ghost. In fact,
this is the secret of all else in the
Christian life. The single greatest
need in the life of the believer is

to properly respond to the min-
istry of the indwelling Holy
Spirit. He is given to us to en-
able us to live and serve as we
should. He does many wonderful
works in and for the child of God
(at least, He is willing to).
The heresy that the Holy Spirit

does not dwell as Comforter in
every believer, but only in a

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1)

C.H. Spurgeon

dealings with God, it is sure to
be, on our part, also by covenant.
We make with God, after conver-
sion, a covenant of gratitude; we
come to Him sensible of what He
has done for us, and we devote

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 4)

THE VOICE
OUT OF

YESTERDAY
SPEAKING
TODAY'S
NEEDED
MESSAGE

by Elder John M. Alber
Introduction: the overall

historical background of this lit-
tle Old Testament book is very
rich and gives to us today many
different lessons in a world that is
troubled on every hand. The rem-
nant of Judah (the Southern two
and one half tribes of Israel) have
returned from their Babylon cap-
tivity. The various feasts of Israel
had been reinstituted in the day of

John Alber

Haggai. but one thing had been
started and now brought to a halt:
the restoration of the Temple.
Why? Two reasons are discovered
in the two chapters of Haggai:
(1). Their hostile neighbors; and
(2). National indifference.
Beloved, that almost sounds like
what is the problem today within
our Sovereign Grace, Missionary
Baptist Churches. If the old devil

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 4)
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(Continued from Page 1)

Baptist church is one of the
greater of heresies. It makes too
little of God's wonderful bless-
ings to the believer, and makes
too much of the church (and I am
a Baptist). The Holy Spirit is the
Comforter, and as such He is
given to and indwells every be-
liever. This heresy teaches that
the believer has the Holy Spirit
as quickener, giver of spiritual
life; but that is all. According to
this heresy, the quickened child of
God has nothing else from the
Spirit or by the Spirit apart from
becoming a member of a Baptist
church.
Now, I am all for every believer
joining a Baptist church. That is
what he ought to do. There are
some few (but precious) things
he will never have if he does not
become a Baptist. But I am also
for giving the believer everything
that God's Word gives him - as a
believer - whether or not he ever
becomes a Baptist. Oh, I do de-
test the Priesthood of the Church
heresy! Let us look at some of
the things every (and I do mean
"every") believer has by the min-
istry of the indwelling Holy
Spirit. Of necessity, I must be
brief about these things individu-
ally, as I want to get many of
them in this article. I may write a
more full discussion of this sub-
ject later. Maybe some dear
brother would write us a full
study of this subject, maybe in
several articles! hint, hint.
The Holy Spirit regenerates the

elect and redeemed ones at the
appointed time. "... Except a
man be born of water and

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
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PAGE TWO

of the Spirit, he cannot
enter into the kingdom of
God" (John 3:5). There can be
no disputing the fact that this
verse teaches that the new birth is
wrought by the Holy Spirit. The
Holy Spirit gives spiritual life.
Now, this life possesses, among
other things, the characteristics of
repentance and faith. Repentance
and faith are exercised immedi-
ately so that regeneration and the
exercise of repentance and faith
are simultaneous. There is no
such thing as an impenitent un-
believer who is at the same time

Joe Wilson

a regenerated child of God. One
being regenerated but not yet
saved is a foolish, absurd, and
unbiblical teaching. Might I add
that the Holy Spirit uses the
blessed gospel of Jesus Christ in
the performing of this work of
regeneration. This experience of
regeneration and the immediate
exercise of repentance and faith
might be called "The Salvation
Experience," and oh, what a
wonderful, glorious, never to be
forgotten experience it is!
The Holy Spirit indwells every

believer, (Rom.8:9; I Cor.6:19).
When the Holy Spirit comes in
and works regeneration within;
He, from that moment, indwells
the believer. Having the Holy
Ghost is not a second or third
work of grace; it is true of every
believer from the moment of re-
generation. He is the Comforter,
and as such He indwells every
believer. He is there to do the
work for every believer that the
title "Comforter" implies. Again,
this fact of the indwelling Holy
Spirit is the greatest single
blessing of experiential salvation,
and contains therein great poten-
tial for Christian life and service.
The indwelling Holy Spirit is

the earnest of the believer's final
and glorious inheritance. "...ye
were sealed with that holy
Spirit of promise, Which
is the earnest of our
inheritance until the re-
demption of the purchased
possession, unto the praise
of his glory" (Eph.1:13-14).
Oh, what a glorious inheritance
is reserved in heaven for the be-
liever. "Earnest" is a payment in
kind which guarantees the final
possession of the inheritance. As
"earnest" the ,...ork of the Holy
Spirit is a guarantee that we will
have that inheritance. At the
same time, His work is a fore-
taste of what that inheritance will
be. As we yield to the Spirit, as
we are filled with the Spirit, we
will experience even here and
now some of the blessedness that
will be ours in eternal heaven.
"...ourselves also, which

have the firstfruits of the
Spirit...." (Rom.8:23). The
Holy Spirit in His indwelling is
the firstfruits of our inheritance.
This is in meaning close akin to
that of "earnest." As the first-
fruits of a harvest are a pledge of
the future harvest: as well as a
sample thereof, so the Holy

Spirit is a sample and guarantee
of the final harvest of glorifica-
tion for the believer.
"And grieve not the holy

Spirit of God, whereby ye
are sealed unto the day of
redemption" (Eph.4:30). The
day of redemption is the day of
the rapture, when all the previ-
ously saved will receive glorified
bodies and enter into the fulness
of redemption. The indwelling
Holy Spirit is the seal thereof.
The fact that we now have the
indwelling Spirit is evidence that
we will have the purposed and
completed salvation. A seal is for
identification and for security.
The indwelling Holy Spirit iden-
tifies us as true children of God,
and assures of final and completed
salvation.
"The Spirit itself beareth

witness with our spirit,
that we are the children of
God" (Rom.8:16). The Spirit
gives us assurance that we are
truly saved. He, in a real and
mysterious way, witnesses to our
souls that we are saved. I never
try to give one assurance that he
is saved. I give him the gospel,
but I leave it to the Holy Spirit
to give him assurance of salva-
tion. Oh, this is very real,
though it cannot be fully ex-
plained. Not only does the Spirit
personally witness to one that,
that one is a child of God; but the
other works of the Holy Spirit in
the believer also bear witness to
this fact. When we are aware of
the Spirit's working in and
through us that which we know
we did not and could not do, we
know thereby that we are truly
children of God. This witness of
the Spirit is blessed and sweet. I
would not be without it for a
thousand worlds. I often say, "It
is better felt than telt."
"But the Comforter,

which is the Holy Ghost,
whom the Father will send
in my name, he shall teach
you all things, and bring
all things to your remem-
brance, whatsoever I have
said unto you" (John 14:26).
I believe that this Scripture is,
first of all, a promise of the in-
spiration of the New Testament. I
believe its first interpretation is
to the apostles. But I verily be-
lieve that it has a very real and
blessed application to every be-
lieving child of God. Oh, brother,
sister, the Holy Spirit is our
teacher in the things of God. The
"Comforter only in the church"
people (Thank God there are only
a few of them percentage wise)
say that the Holy Spirit does not
teach outside of the church. This
absolutely is not true. Who is it
that teaches the born again one to
come for Baptism and thus come
into the church? Who was it that
taught me to leave the Holiness
church in which I was saved,
called and ordained to preach, and
to join a Baptist church? Surely,
I had the Holy Spirit as Com-
forter even before I became a
Baptist, and surely, He taught me
the truths that led me to become
a Baptist - who else did or could?
Dear friends, the Holy Spirit

has taught much truth to non-
Baptists through the years. They
don't know church truth - these
non-Baptists, but who would be
so foolhardy to say that they
know no truth? How many books
are on our shelves, preachers, that
were not written by Baptists?
How much precious and blessed
truth have we learned, preachers,
by reading and studying these
books by non-Baptist authors?
Did not these authors learn the
truths they believe through the

ministry of the indwelling Holy
Spirit - how else?
The saved man cannot learn

spiritual truth from the wisdom
and ability of the flesh. The
Holy Spirit must teach the be-
liever the truths of God's Word. I
read many books. I learn much
from them. But my real teacher is
the Holy Spirit of God. He may
use some man in teaching me,
but it is really the Holy Spirit
who does the teaching.
When one learns a truth, sim-

ply and only from man; he has
not really learned it. Some other
man might "unlearn" him. But
when one is taught the truth by
the Holy Spirit, I verily believe
that he will stand by that truth
forever - he will never give it up.
When men leave truth and go
into error, I know that they did

not really learn that truth the/
left from the Holy Spirit of Gel
Men can teach you, but the 140II
Spirit can "learn" you, and what
He "learns" you, you will never
forget or forsake.
The Holy Spirit teaches all be'

lievers, not just Baptists. All tbe
truth any believer really knows,
he was taught by the Holy Spirit'
Now, if the believer would listen
to all the Holy Spirit would teach
him, certainly he would become a
Baptist. But many learn sor1!
truths from the Holy Spirits
teaching, and then close their eats
to other things the Spirit would

teach them if they would listen
and follow. But know that the
Holy Spirit indwells every he;
liever as the great Teacher ann

(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1)

FROM THE EDITOR
Note an exercise in logic. 1. The Holy Spirit is the Comforter. /

Every believer has the indwelling Holy Spirit. Therefore, every believe;
has the Holy Spirit as Comforter. It is as plain, simple, a"
unanswerable as that.

"...if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is 011ie
of his" (Rom.8:9). "...your body is the temple of the 110
Ghost which is in you...." (I Cor. 6:19).

I have just finished reading a book (how did I ever have the patiencc;
to finish it?). It is absolutely the worst book I have ever read that Was
written by one who claimed to be a Baptist preacher, and put out
what claims to be a Baptist church. One of the major theses (I shoal
say, heresies) of this book is that all of the elect have or will have the
Holy Spirit as quickener, but only Baptist churches have Him as coati
forter. It is stated that not believing this is one of the major heresies°
Baptist churches, causing them to be false on many other things.
There is not a verse anywhere in the Bible that teaches that orilY

Baptist churches have the Holy Spirit as the Comforter (search and see)'
Of course, this doctrine is a part of the Priesthood of the Church heres).d
that this author referred to holds tenaciously. However, not all who hol,
to "only a Baptist church. has the Holy Spirit as Comforter" also holo
"The Priesthood of the Church" heresy.
The word "comforter" means "called to one's side" or "called to one'

aid." The Holy Spirit is given to believers to aid them in their Chris'
tian lives. This word describes what He is to the believer. There are
very many things that the Holy Spirit does for the believer. And Fic
does diem for all believers, or at least is willing to do so. See "Ttle
Baptist Examiner Pulpit" in this issue for a discussion of some of thcse.;
things. The blessing and usefulness of the believer depends upon
response to the ministry of the indwelling Spirit of God. Oh, there is a
vast potential for Christian life and service in the fact of the indwelling
of the Holy Ghost.

I am a Baptist. I am as Baptist as anyone has a Scriptural right to he.:
Anyone who is any more Baptist than I am has gone too far and is
actual error as to the teaching of the Bible about the church. Those
say that only Baptist churches have the Holy Spirit as comforter are ill
this category.
One of the great errorsof some Baptists in the last several years i51°4

withhold from true believers much of what God has given them, 3110
insisting that the believer cannot have these things unless he becomes
Baptist. My friend, there are very many things that believers have,'
simply as believers, and whether or not they ever join a Baptist churello
I have long said that the safest course to follow in such matters is to
give the believer, simply as a believer, all that God gives him. SOW
Baptists make too much of a Baptist church, and try to shut things tiP
in a Baptist church that belong to all believers - Baptist or not.

atThere are some few things (few, but very precious and important) th 
a believer cannot have apart from being a member of a Baptist

'Let us preach the truth about those things. Let us urge believers to he
come Baptists that they might have those things. Let us preach strong
and hard about those things. They constitute strong reasons why 01
believer should be a Baptist. But let us not add to those things beyon„
the teachings of the Bible. The book to which I refer seems ti";
dogmatically teach that all a believer who is not a Baptist can have,
spiritual life. I have heard men say that a believer, who does have sPir
tual life, cannot pray, cannot be justified, can not have faith, is not A
son of God (only a child of God), does not have the Holy Spirit, etc. o'
nauseum.

r, (1'5Let us beware of such heresy. Let us beware of seeking to rob —c)
believing children of that which God has given them - to all of the;
Baptist or not. Let us not cease to teach that Baptist churches arc I'd
only true churches, that everyone who is saved should he a Baptist, 0.4
that there are a few things one cannot have unless he he a Baptist;
let us never go beyond the Bible in this matter. 

hatThe word "Comforter" is simply a title of the Holy Spirit as to
He does. As Comforter He does all these things for every believi..1
child of God. "Comforter" is what He is to every believer. The OP'
things that He does are what He does as "Comforter."

theI challenge any reader of this editorial and any believer in re
"Comforter only for the church", to send me one verse of Scriptuo,
teaching this. I know he cannot do it, but the effort to do so might e
able him to see the error of his belief in this terrible doctrine.

1. The Holy Spirit is the Comforter. 2. Every believer has the
dwelling Holy Spirit. 3. Therefore, every believer has the Holy SP11.1
as Comforter. I challenge any man to break this chain of Script-I'
logic. Comments welcome.
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WORK
(Continued from Page 2)

,cloes teach much to every child of
und.

For as many as are led by
the Spirit of God, they are
„stile sons of God"
mom.8: 14). Oh, how badly does
nLevery child of God need leader-
'lip. We often do not know what
10 do. The Holy Spirit knows
.What we should do. When we are
at the forks, the Holy Spirit
ainws which one we should take.
nen We are perplexed, the Holy
Spirit knows clearly what we
°light to do. And He is in us, in
Pan, for this purpose. He delights
ta lead the children of God into
the proper paths. We so often
tal(e the wrong road, make the
Ivr,,.eng decision, and wind up in
'aficulty and sorrow: because we
(1.1) not seek and follow the lead-
ing of the Holy Spirit.
n He will do this for any child of
k\led• He delights to do this. Dear
iurother and sister, the Holy Spirit
LI•nows what you ought to do, He
rOws what decision you should
make in every detail of your life;
alld 1-le is most ready to guide
NI in all things. He will not
°MY guide in the big things, not
nalY in spiritual things; but He
"1 guide you in everything in

tir life. Your real happiness
ties in your seeking, learning,

aSti
d following the leading of the
lit in all things in your lives.
k I'Likewise the Spirit also
:elPeth our infirmities: for
Z.e know not what we
4lould pray for as we
ght: but the Spirit itself

thaketh intercession for us
„*Ith groanings which
l'tonot be uttered. And he
l‘q4t searcheth the hearts
'Iloweth what is the mind

(11 the Spirit, because he
Illaketh intercession for the
4ints according to the

11 of God" (Rom. 8:26-27).
Vis May be the greatest verse in
"le Bible on prayer and how to

our prayers answered. The
1110,,,,I•y Spirit is our prayer helper.

ve

vikwe don't know how to pray, or
Oat to pray for, as we ought;
ih.ta the Holy Spirit does, and He
0"It1Wells us in order to help us in
ksilr prayer lives. He will lead us
,,,to what to pray for. He knows
ainat the will of God is. He will
wt,aYs lead us to pray for that
Cich is according to the will of
2(1. Such prayers will always be
5 vered. Oh, my sister, my

7dier, the greatest single secret
03rayer is to pray in the Holy
‘1,4.°st. "Praying always
4„Ith all prayer and
Cri,Plication in the

(E p h .6 : 1 8 ) .
6."Praying in the Holy
ktig°st" (Jude v.20). We will
bi °W more sweetness and
k:ssedness in prayer, we will
ptrv much more of answered
th„Yer, when we-learn to pray in
qi; Holy Ghost. And the Holy
ell?, st will help every believing
pri'd of God in the matter of
1)1.Yer. Oh, the heresy of the
wiststhood of the Church men
14;i0 teach that one cannot pray
beiess he is a Baptist - not so,
titt3°ved, not so. Many non-Bap-

have been most effectual in
114,,Yer• I can name several non-
skustitists who put us Baptists to
44;ige by the reality, blessedness,
V results of their prayer lives.
th. HOly Ghost indwells everygild ,. ....
014,, °I God, and will help that
riot': of God in prayer - Baptist or

''That heYoil
pip,' accord
al.:MS of his
'engthened

would grant
ing to the
glory, to be
with might

by his Spirit in the inner
man" (Eph.3:16). The in-
dwelling Holy Spirit will
strengthen the inner lives of the
believing child of God. All of the
strength that we have to live
clean and holy lives for the Lord
comes from the strengthening of
the Holy Ghost. Oh, we could
live better than we do, we could
have much more victory over sin
than we do, we could live God
pleasing and God honoring lives,
we could live clean and holy
lives; but we can only do so in
the power of the Holy Spirit. The
world is against us, The devil is
against us, the flesh is weak; but
we have the Holy Spirit in us,
and He is more than a match for
all that is against us.
Let us be done with excusing

our sinfulness, let us be done
with justifying our wrong doing.
Let us yield to the Spirit, and be
filled with the Spirit; and we will
thus be strengthened to live for
the glory of God. And the Holy
Spirit will do this for every be-
lieving child of God - Baptist or
not. Shall I speak to our shame?
Shall I say that many non-Bap-
tists have put many of us to
shame by the holiness of their
Jives. Who among us would want
to match his life with Matthew
Henry, Jonathan Edwards, David
Brainerd, Robert McCheyne, or a
host of others? Have we preachers
not read of the lives of many
non-Baptists that put us to
shame, that brought us to repen-
tance, that caused us to desire that
we might be in our daily lives
more like these men? Is it not
so?
"...Not by 'might, nor by

power, but by my Spirit,
saith the LORD of hosts"
(Zech.4:6). We cannot do the
work of God without the power
of God. Oh, we stand weak and
helpless as shorn Samson before
the Philistines of this world. We
must have divine power to do di-
vine work. Oh, the least of the
works of God require the mighty
power of God for their accom-
plishment. We are weak and as
other men without the blessed
and mighty power of the in-
dwelling Holy Ghost. But He
does dwell within, and He is there
for the purpose of strengthening
and enabling us to do the works
to which God calls us. We need
to preach the gospel with the
Holy Ghost sent down from
heaven. We need to live in the
Spirit. We need to walk in the
Spirit. We need to pray in the
Spirit. We need to sing in the
Spirit. We need to work in the
Spirit. We need to war in the
Spirit. Dear friends, we have the
Holy Spirit. There is a vast po-
tential for Christian life and ser-
vice in the fact of the indwelling
Holy Spirit.
This is the greatest fact of

Christian life and service. Let us
study this much. God has called
us to mighty deeds and holy liv-
ing. These things are utterly be-
yond us. But they are not beyond
the Holy Spirit, and every
believing child of God is indwelt
by the Holy Spirit - Baptist or
not.
Again, I speak to our shame.

Have not many non-Baptists
awed us by the mighty works of
God they have accomplished in
the power of the Holy Spirit.
One must be totally blind to deny
that many non-Baptists have done
many mighty works. How can a
man face history and teach that
non-Baptists only have the Spirit
as quickener, and do not have
Him in any other way? Oh, one
must be blinded by prejudice,

blinded by self-will, blinded by
inexcusable ignorance to teach
such heresy.
I will not deny facts. I am a

Baptist, but I will not deny facts
in order to put down non-Baptists
or to exalt Baptists beyond the
real facts. The facts are that many
non-Baptists know as much, if
not more truth, live better lives,
and do more work for the Lord
than do many Baptists. I confess
that I am often shamed in reading
of the lives of men of God who
were not Baptists. I am often
moved with the desire to live
better and do more by reading of
such men.
You might say to me, "If these

things are true, then why be a
Baptist? What are the advantages
of being a Baptist?" I would an-
swer, much every way. There are
some mighty precious things one
cannot have unless he is a Bap-
tist. You must be a Baptist in
order to be in a true church. All
other churches are false, man-
made churches, and not true
churches of Jesus Christ. You
must be a Baptist to have Scrip-
tural Baptism. Though Baptism
is not; absolutely not, essential
to salvation; still it is a precious
and blessed matter. Oh, I would
not want to be without this.
You must be a Baptist to par-

take of the Lord's Supper. The
Lord gave the ordinances of Bap-
tism and the Lord's Supper to His
true Baptist churches, and no
other so-called church can admin-
ister them. The Lord's Supper is
a time of great blessing, and only
Baptists can have this great
blessing. You must be a Baptist
in order to support properly the
work of the Lord. The Lord gave
the commission to do His work
to His true churches. All others
who endeavor to do the Lord's
work are working without a
commission, without authority.
You must be a Baptist in order to
properly give God glory, and to
give Him the most glory. He
gets glory in the church. Though
God gets glory outside the church
and in many different ways, the
proper place of giving Him glory
is in a true Baptist church.
You, will likely learn more

truth in a Baptist church - at least
more truth is taught therein. The
church is the pillar and ground of
the truth. The Lord commis-
sioned His church to teach the
truth. Though the Holy Spirit
dwells in all believers, He does
not dwell in all churches; He
only dwells in a true Baptist
church. Therefore, one can learn
more truth in a Baptist church
than in any other.

If you are in some church other
than a Baptist church, you are
supporting a false church and
supporting the false doctrines that
church teaches. Though a false
church may teach some truth, it
also teaches much error; and the
members of a church are respon-
sible for what that church
teaches.
You must be a Baptist in order

to be in the Bride of Christ in the
eternal blessedness thereof.
Though all Baptists will not be
in the Bride - one must be clean
and faithful to be in the Bride -
yet only Baptists will be in the
Bride. No matter what members
of other churches may do and
have, they can never be in the
Bride of Christ.

So, you see that I am not
belittling Baptist churches or the
privileges and blessings of being
a Baptist. Give the non-Baptist
believing child of God all that the
Word gives him - and this is
much - still there are some

blessed things he can never have
except he become a Baptist. Let
us rightly divide the Word of
truth in this matter. Let us not
take from the non-Baptist what
God gives him; let us not give
him that which only Baptists can
have. God bless you all.

BLOOD
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ourselves to Him. We set our
seal to that covenant when in
baptism we are united with His
church; and day by day, so often
as we come around the table of
the breaking of bread, we renew
the vow of our covenant, and
thus we have personal intercourse
with God. I cannot pray to Him
except through the covenant of
grace; and I know that I am not
His child unless I am His, first
through the covenant whereby
Christ purchased me, and sec-
ondly, through the covenant by
which I have given up myself,
and dedicated all that I am and all
that I have to Him. It is impor-
tant, then, since the covenant is
the only ladder which reaches
from earth to heaven--since it is
the only way in which God has
intercourse with us, and by which
we can deal with Him, that we
should know how to discriminate
between covenant and covenant;
and should not be in any darkness
or error with regard to what is the
covenant of grace, and what is
not. It shall be my endeavor,
this morning, to make as simple
and as plain as possible, the
matter of the covenant spoken of
in our text, and I shall thus
speak--first, upon the covenant of
grace; secondly, its everlasting
character; and thirdly, the rela-
tionship which the bloods bears
to it. "...the blood of the ever-
lasting covenant."

I. First of all, then, I have to
speak this morning of the
covenant mentioned in the text;
and I observe that we can readily
discover at first sight what the
covenant is not. We see at once
that this is not the covenant of
works, for the simple reason that
this is an everlasting covenant.
Now the covenant of works was
not everlasting in any sense
whatever. It was not eternal; it

was first made in the garden of
Eden. It had a beginning, it has
been broken; it will be violated
continually, and will soon be
wound up and pass away: there-
fore, it is not everlasting in any
sense. The covenant of works
cannot bear an everlasting title;
but as the one in my text is an
everlasting covenant, therefore it
is not the covenant of works.
God made a covenant first of all
with the human race, which ran
in this wise: "If thou, 0
man, wilt be obedient,
thou shalt live and be
happy, but if thou wilt be
disobedient, thou shalt
perish. In the day that
thou disobeyest me thou
shalt die." That covenant was
made with all of us in the person
of our representative, the first
Adam. If Adam had kept that
covenant, we believe we should
every one of us have been
preserved. But inasmuch as he
broke the covenant, you and I,
and all of us, fell down and were
considered henceforth as the heirs
of wrath, as inheritors of sin, as
prone to every evil and subject to
every misery. That covenant has
passed away with regard to God's
people; it has been put away
through the new and better
covenant which has utterly and
entirely eclipsed it by its gracious

glory.
Again, I may remark that the

covenant here meant is not the
covenant of gratitude which is
made between the loving child of
God and his Saviour. Such a
covenant is very right and proper.
I trust all of us who know the
Saviour have said in our very
hearts: "Tis done! the great
transaction's done; I am my
Lord's, and He is mine."
We have given up everything

to Him. But that covenant is not
the one in the text, for the simple
reason that the covenant in our
text is an everlasting one. Now
ours was only written out some
few years ago. It would have
been despised by us in the earlier
parts of our life, and cannot at the
very utmost be so old as our-
selves.
Having thus readily shown

what this covenant is not, I may
observe what this covenant is.
And here it will be necessary for
me to subdivide this head again,
and to speak of it thus: To
understand a covenant, you must
know who are the contracting
parties; secondly, what are the
stipulations of the contract;
thirdly, what are the objects of it;
and then, if you would go still
deeper, you must understand
something of the motives which
lead the contracting parties to
form the covenant between
themselves.

1. Now, in this covenant of
grace, we must first of all ob-
serve the high contracting parties
between whom it was made. The
covenant of grace was made be-
fore the foundation of the world
between God the Father, and God
the Son; or to put it in a yet
more scriptural light, it was made
mutually between the three divine
persons of the adorable Trinity.
This covenant was not made di-
rectly between God and man.
Man did not at that time exist;
but Christ stood in the covenant
as man's representative. In that
sense we will allow that it was a
covenant between God and man,
but not a covenant between God
and any man personally and indi-
vidually. It was a covenant be-
tween God with Christ, and
through Christ indirectly with all
the blood-bought seed who were
loved of Christ from the founda-
tion of the world. It is a noble
and glorious thought, the very
poetry of that old Calvinistic
doctrine which we teach, that
long ere the day-star knew its
place, before God had spoken ex-
istence out of nothing, before
angel's wing had stirred the un-
navigated ether, before a solitary
song had disturbed the solemnity
of the silence in which God
reigned supreme, He had entered
into solemn counsel with Him-
self, with His Son, and with His
Spirit, and had in that council
decreed, determined, purposed, and
predestinated the salvation of His
people. He had, moreover, in the
covenant arranged the ways and
means, and fixed and settled ev-
erything which should work to-
gether for the effecting of the
purpose and the decree. My soul
flies back now, winged by imag-
ination and by faith, and looks
into that mysterious council-
chamber, and by faith I behold
the Father pledging Himself to
the Son, and the Son pledging
Himself to the Father, while the
Spirit gives His pledge to both,
and thus that divine compact,
long to be hidden in darkness, is
(Continued on Page 4, Col. 5
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Was Solomon saved? Was he saved before or after the

many wives and idolatry off Kings 1 I :1-8?

SAM WILSON
1490 North
Spring St.
Gladwin, MI

48624
PASTOR:
Grace

Baptist Church
Gladwin, Michigan

I Kings 3: 5-14: Read this. I
Kings 11:1-8: Read this also.
I will not take the space to

write out these verses. I think
that in order to understand my
answer, it is important that you
read these verses. Since there are
many of you who will not, let
me briefly explain them. I Kings
3:5-14 talks about God appearing
to Solomon in a dream asking
him what God can give him.
Then there is a prayer by
Solomon asking for wisdom.
God grants this request and
Solomon becomes the wisest
king ever known.

I Kings 11:1-8 talks about the
great demise and sin of Solomon.
It mentions he loved many
women and had over a thousand
wives and concubines. It men-
tions the fact that he had his heart
turned away from God by these
women. He even went into
idolatry. However, it is important
to notice verse nine. It says;
"The Lord was angry with
Solomon..." I think that
proves that at that time Solomon
was a saved man. God becomes
angry at His people when they
sin against Him.
I believe most definitely that

Solomon was a saved man. I do
not think this would be denied by
many, if any, Bible students. I
would hate to think that portions
of God's Word were written by
lost people. I am fully convinced
that Solomon was a saved man.
I personally believe that
Solomon was saved before he
began his many wives and idola-
try sins. I base this upon I Kings
3:5. We have Solomon praying
and God answering. That is
sufficient proof to me that
Solomon was saved at that time.
"God heareth not sinners."
This scene could not have taken
place were Solomon not already
saved. I think that surely
Solomon serves as an example of
how far a saved person can fall
into sin. This is why we must
be very slow in judging the sal-
yawn of others. Solomon set
as an example and warning to all
of us as to how far we can stray
from God. Surely we need God's
help in living a godly life. All of
us have the same depraved nature
as Solomon and are just as prone
to fall. May God help us to heed
this warning. I believe that
Solomon was a saved man and
that he was saved before he fell
into these sins. I also believe that
in Solomon's latter days, God

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
OCTOBER 12, 1991
PAGE FOUR

brought him back to a proper
place before Himself. Praise God,
when we fall we shall not be
utterly cast down. May God
bless you all.

JOHN LENEGAR
126 N.

Washington St.
No. 5

Delaware, OH
43015

PASTOR:
Walnut Creek

Missionary Baptist
Church

Delaware, OH.

Please read I Chronicles 22:6-
13. "He shall build a house
for my name; and he shall
be my son, and I will be
his father; and I will es-
tablish the throne of his
kingdom over Israel for
ever." (I Chronicles 22:10)

It is because of verse 10 in I
Chronicles 22 that I believe that
Solomon was a child of God, as
well as the Scripture found in II
Samuel 7:12-16. "I will be
his father, and he shall be
my son. If he commit in-
iquity, I will chasten him
with the rod of men, and
with the stripes of the
children of men: But my
mercy shall not depart
away from him, as I took
it from Saul, whom I put
away before thee" (II Samuel
7:14,15). As God speaks of
Solomon in these two passages
of Scripture, He is giving a
guarantee to David of. a continua-
tion of David's kingdom, house,
and throne. In this promise God
points out in the two verses just
quoted that Solomon will not fi-
nally apostatize into a lost
condition. God expressly points
out that He will chasten and deal
with Solomon as a son, not as
He did with Saul. God says that
He will not take away the Spirit
as He did in Saul's case.
When reading all of the account

of Solomon, it is clear that
Solomon's apostasy was not to-
tal. There were times when his
heart was not perfect toward God.
How many of God's children have
experienced that to a greater or
lesser degree in their lives? Sin is
sin in God's sight, no matter how
man may feel about its size or
degree. Before Solomon asked for
wisdom and later built the tem-
ple, we are told in I Kings 3:3,
"And Solomon loved the
LORD, walking in the
statutes of David his fa-
ther: only he sacrificed and
burnt incense in high
places." He had some
imperfection, as do all those in
the flesh. Please understand, this
is no excuse for Solomon's sin,
or an excuse for us to sin.We are
told to hate sin, but as long as
we are in the flesh, we will never
escape imperfection.
Solomon's wisdom and

accomplishments through God's
gifts and direction are truly mar-
velous, but as time passed we see

the truth that wealth and power
can be detrimental to us.
Solomon was liberal toward his
many wives and swayed in his
vision of and service to God. He
certainly opened himself up to
this, for he had no business hav-
ing these women in the first
place. Yet, even in this great sin
and even abomination of idolatry,
we are told in I Kings 11:4,
"For it came to pass, when
Solomon was old, that his
wives turned away his
heart, after other gods:
and his heart was not per-
fect with the LORD his
God, as was the heart of
David his father." His heart
was not perfect toward the Lord
his God. Was Solomon saved
before all this? Yes. Was he eter-
nally lost? I do not believe so.
God brought chastening as He
promised. Some may say that it
was not enough; God was too
gracious even in this. God has
never chastened me when I
thought it was not enough, or
desired more. That God was
working and turning Solomon to
repentance can be seen in the
book of Ecclesiastes. At the very
end of Ecclesiastes having re-
counted all his experiences and
observations - Solomon in
repentance returns to the only
truth for all of mankind. "Let
us hear the conclusion of
the whole matter: Fear
God, and keep his com-
mandments: for this is the
whole duty of man."
(Ecclesiastes 12:13).

JOHN
PRUITT

At. 1 Box 452B
Williamson, GA

30292
PASTOR:
West Griffin

Baptist Church
Griffin, GA

I do not believe that there is
any doubt that Solomon was
saved. I also believe that he was
saved by the time he was
anointed as king of Israel, and
before he went headlong into
idolatry. I will give several rea-
sons why I believe this way.

First, Solomon made many
references to God as the "Lord
God." God is the God of all men,
but he is Lord only to His elect
people. Notice Solomon's prayer
in 1 Kings 3:7, "and now, 0
LORD my God,..."
Secondly, Solomon communed

with the Lord God personally.
He spoke with God and God
spoke to him like Abraham,
Moses, and Samuel.
Thirdly. Solomon's love for

his Lord was evident from his
many references to the Word of
God, and His law.
Fourthly, I know of no other

writer in the Bible who was not a
child of God. Could an
unregenerated man write such
words of godly wisdom, and such
beautiful things concerning the

Lord Jesus Christ? Would our
Lord have compared His own
greatness to that of this great
man had he not been one of His
own? (see Matthew 12:42). Some
argue that Solomon could not
have been saved when he wrote
the book of Ecclesiastes for his
statements lack spiritual reason-
ing. If that is the case, then the
book could not have been Holy
Spirit inspired. Furthermore, he
could not have been saved when
he wrote Proverbs and Song of
Solomon since Ecclesiastes was
probably the last of the three to
be penned. However, I believe
that he was saved before he wrote
any of them.
As for his idolatry, it is neither

here nor there as far as his salva-
tion is concerned. Other men of
God have committed sins of equal
magnitude. Moses committed
murder, Lot lived in the midst of
a cesspool of sin, and committed
incest with his two daughters.
David, his own father, committed
adultery, murder, and conspiracy.
Several of the good kings who
confessed God as their Lord failed
to destroy the groves and high
places set up by the people to
worship the gods of the heathen.
Peter openly denied his Lord
when He was about to be cruci-
fied. I am thankful that we are
neither saved nor kept according
to the goodness of the flesh.
Thank you for your question.

CLYDE T.
EVERMAN

108 Burdsall Ave.
Ft. Mitchell, Ky

41017
DEACON
Calvary

Baptist Church
Ashland, KY

In II Samuel 12:24, 25 it is
said that when Bathsheba bare a
son, David "called his name
Solomon: and the LORD
loved him. And he sent by
the hand of Nathan the
prophet; and he called his
name Jedidiah, because of
the LORD."
While David called his son

Solomon, which means
"peaceable," the Lord, through
Nathan the prophet, called him
Jedidiah, meaning "beloved of the
Lord." As the Lord loves only
those whom He has chosen to be
His own we can say with assur-
ance that Solomon was saved. As
to when he was saved, we find
that shortly after he became king,
God appeared unto him in a
dream and Solomon asked for
wisdom (I Kings 3:5-11). In I
Kings 2:5 we are told that the
Lord appeared unto him the sec-
ond time and said unto him, "I
have heard thy prayer and
thy supplication, that thou
hast made before me". It
was then that God made a
covenant with Solomon that if he,
would "walk before me, as;
David thy father walked, in,
integrity of heart; and in,
righteousness to do
according to all I have'
commanded thee, and will
keep my statutes and my
judgments: Then I will es-
tablish the throne of thy
kingdom upon Israel for-
ever.".
Solomon did not keep the

covenant, "For it came to
pass, when Solomon was
old, that his wives turned
his heart after other gods:
and his heart was not per-
fect with the LORD his

God, as was the heart 01
David his father" (I Kings
11:4). Because of his it

Solomon lost the kingdom, btr

not his salvation. These passag0
which I have quoted show 001

Solomon had a relationship 0
God which only a saved per0

could have. A passage in Se'
hemiah 13:26 shows this toll!
true. Nehemiah, the prophet, t°1'
the Jews that had married wive's,
of Ashdod, of Ammonm and
Moab, "Did not Solorooll
king of Israel sin by these
things? yet among maill
nations was there no
like him, who was belovo
of his God, and God mad!
him king over all Israe!'

Nevertheless even him did
outlandish women cause le
sin."
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completed and settled--
covenant which in these latie't
days has been read in the light°
heaven, and has become the
and hope, and boast of all tile
saints.
2. And now, what were

stipulations of this covenant,'
They were somewhat in 111.,°
wise. God had foreseen that Pr,
after creation would break 01'
covenant of works; that however
mild and gentle the tenure uei
which Adam had possession °
Paradise, yet that tenure would bed,
too severe for him, and he vi/0111
be sure to kick against it, a°
ruin himself. God had also fore'

seen that His elect ones, wit°rIli
He had chosen out of the rest 01
mankind would fall by the sin°
Adam, since they, as well as til:d
rest of mankind, were represent,
in Adam. The covenant theref°"i
had for its end the restoration c/c
the chosen people. And now vi_d
may readily understand what
the stipulations. On the Fatheri
part, thus run the covenant. ,
cannot tell you it in the &rim:,

celestial tongue in which it 01:1
written: I am fain to bring
down to the speech which suite,,e
to the ear of flesh, and to
heart of a mortal. Thus, I
run the covenant, in lines Or
these: "I, the Most High Jell°',
vah, do hereby give unto Ille)d

only begotten and well-belov

Son, a people, countless beYt
the number of the stars, v1"0
shall be by Him washed fr°„1,
sin, by Him preserved, and l(e,y,
and led, and by Him, at last, PSI

sented before my throne, witilvio
spot, or wrinkle, or any Sliod
thing. I covenant by oath, !.40
swear by Myself, because I v:se
swear by no greater, that tiii
whom I now give to Christ s11%

be for ever the objects of

eternal love. Them will I forglod,

through the merit of the blnoci

To these will I give a 1:01
righteousness; these will I alp
and make my sons and &ugh roe
and these shall reign witi14.0
through Christ eternally." tito
sums that glorious side of iso,

covenant. The Holy Spirit aitig

as one of the high contracto
parties on this side of
covenant, gave His declaratt9r,Itioi
hereby covenant," saith HO, itie
all whom the Father giveth,00,

Son, I will in due time clulcd
I will show them their noccroill
redemption; I will cut off '101
them all groundless hoPe,'4 I
destroy their refuges of
will bring them to the bi°°fsitli
sprinkling: I will give them

(Continued on Page 5, CO1'4)
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Explain John 16:7-8.1s this conviction only upon the elect?
Does it always result in salvation?
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The seventh verse of John six-
speaks more of the comfort

the Holy Spirit to the disciples
'nail of conviction. I believe the
comfort mentioned here is also
intended for future believers, so
He says it is better for Him to go
,.f‘v.ay. The going away speaks of
gls death. The going away isTso His going back to His Fa-
"ler and the restoration of His
glory that He had before the
World was (John 17:5).
Christ makes a parallel of His

away to that of a man go-
on a journey into a far coun-

,tlY and gave his instructions to
ins servants. So, Christ does the
hsallte for His servants. Prior to
illS departing, He comforts them.
'le consoles them, showing His
ILisciples that it is more suitable
utilat He go away, and that the
31Y Spirit is sent unto them.
Christ said, "And when he is

eecIillen speaking of the Holy
He would reprove the

•:"°rid of sin. I believe Christ here
is sPeaking of the world in a

sense or a broad sense.
'Then sinners are reproved, or
nvinced of their sin, it is not

iTways unto salvation. Many
;Ities when the Word is preached,
'inners are convinced that theyte sinners and that they do
°,11.g. They know that there is a

finer power. They recognize the
that God is the creator of allS. But they are not convicted

the heart and soul. They are
nt brought to a saving knowl-

ebcr  of Christ. They are not
vilght to know that Christ tookthe 

t 

,
h Place of sinners like unto
i;enaselves. They resist the
Srt,e,,,hing of the Word. When
ot-Pnert was preaching to some

Jews that we read about in
seven, he said to them in

vilp—s,e fifty-one, "Ye stiff
ii;e1(ed and uncircumcised
waheart and ears, ye do al-
qh-Ys resist_ the Holy
S o °8t: as your fathers did,
° Ye." The resisting here

ari-ds not the resisting of the heart
the' soul to the Holy Spirit, for
alklY Were uncircumcised in heart
resi ears. But, rather they were
\\to.psdting the preaching of the
Of -;•‘1, by Stephen as he was full
Ster,`ahtlh and power (Acts 6:8).
Sprp,"ell Was also full of the Holy

lb (Acts 7:55). It may be saidilie":„is Way they were resisting
61Y Spirit in Stephen as he

w'crled the Holy Spirit inspiredord.
Thelain, preaching of Stephen cer-

the 'Y convinced them and stirred
aoarli;n13. Stirred up the hatred
to ths'il lo them; for they were cut
that cart (Acts 7:54). I think
show,nthisatis sufficient .proof to

the  preaching of the

truth will reach the heart.
I do not believe that the resist-

ing spoken of in Acts 7:51, is
speaking of a direct working of
the Spirit upon the heart and soul
of man, but a resisting of the
preaching of the Word by
Stephen as he preached by the
power of the Holy Spirit. In the
effectual call the sinner does not
successfully resist the Holy
Spirit's conviction.
The conviction or reproof of

the Holy Spirit upon the non-
elect is on acts of a man's life,
his fleshly life. His sinful nature
is stirred up because he is re-
proved of God of his wrong do-
ing. But, in this they do not have
the saving knowledge of Jesus
Christ. The heart and soul are not
effected by the preaching of the
Word nor by the Holy Spirit and
are not brought to a saving
knowledge of Christ Jesus.
The conviction of the Spirit

upon the elect of God always
leads to repentance and salvation.
God does not seek to save and
then fail. God does what He sets
out to do. "But he is of one
mind, and who can turn
him? and what his soul
desireth, even that he
doeth" (Job 23:13).
God elected His people in eter-

nity. He convicts them in time,
and will save them. (II Timothy
1:9). The conviction upon the
elect always results in salvation
(Philippians 1:9). God does not
set out upon a certain work and
then not finish it.
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"Nevertheless I tell you
the truth; It is expedient
for you that I go away; for
if I go not away; the
Comforter will not come
unto you; but if I depart, I
will send him unto you.
And when he is come, he
will reprove the world of
sin, and of righteousness,
and of judgment:" (John
16:7-8). Jesus is speaking to his
disciples concerning the coming
of another Comforter (John
14:16) that would abide with
them forever. It was necessary
that Jesus go back to the Father
so that He could send this other
Comforter, the Holy Spirit.
While He was in the world, He
kept His people in the name of
the Father. He was sending the
Spirit as a guide and a teacher for
His people. The Spirit was to be
a reminder of the things which
the disciples had been taught.
The Comforter was sent to and
for those who were and would be
the disciples of Christ.
The focus of this question is

on verse eight as to what will be

done when the Comforter arrives.
His arrival is certain because of
the promise of Christ. He said,
"I will send Him", and after that
promise, He said that "He will"
do the work for which He came.
No more emphatic promise could
ever be made. This also means
that there would be no possibility
of failure when the work began.
Before we look at the three
statements that are made in this
verse, we need to understand the
meanings of some of the words.

First, "reprove" means to con-
vince or to convict, and since the
question speaks of conviction, we
will use it in that sense. The
word "of' is translated 30 ways in
the Scriptures. In this verse, the
meaning is translated from the
word "PER!" which means
"concerning." And then there is
the word "world" which carries
various meanings and does not
just refer to the whole world. In
this verse, I believe that the
world that is used refers to the
world of believers, those that are
the elect of God. Now, let's ap-
ply this to the verse in question.
And when He is come, He will

convict (reprove) the world con-
cerning sin. The most obvious
result of this statement is that it
cannot mean the whole world be-
cause it has not been convicted or
convinced of its sin. Remember,
He cannot fail, He will accom-
plish the task. The word "world"
is being used here in a restricted
manner in referring to the chosen
people of God. So, it must mean
that He will convict the chosen
people of God concerning the
world of sin that they have. That
reproof will cause the chosen one
to recognize their burden of sin,
their need of a saviour, as well as
their inability to do anything for
themselves.
With their sin exposed, they

will be convinced (reproved) as to
their need of righteousness, a
righteousness that they, in and of
themselves, do not have. Man
may believe that he is righteous,
but any righteousness that man
may have is as a filthy rag in the
sight of God. The only type of
righteousness that God will ac-
cept is the imputed righteousness
of Jesus Christ. It is this righ-
teousness that the Spirit will ex-
pose to the believer.
Once their sin has been ex-

posed, and they learn about the
imputed righteousness of Christ,
it is easy for the believer to rec-
ognize the matter of judgment
concerning each individual. The
natural man is not interested in
judgment of his sin; he does not
care about, or give any thought
to the coming judgment. The
believer will be convinced con-
cerning judgment of his sin in
the person of Christ. He will
know that his sin was borne by,
and punished in the body of
Christ. This will be shown to
him by the Spirit.
Finally, this reproving will

always result in salvation because
God does not go half way in any
matter. "Being confident of
this very thing, that he

which hath begun a good
work in you will perform
it until the day of Jesus
Christ:" (Phil. 1:6). The
word"perform"speaks of comple-
tion. Once the Comforter comes
and convinces the chosen one of
sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment, he will abide with
them forever and be a teacher and
guide. Those whom the Spirit
dwells in, know Him. Those
that He does not indwell, do not,
and cannot know him (John
14:17).
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The word "reprove" can also be
translated "rebuke". The term
"rebuke" describes the direct work
of the Holy Spirit upon the
hearts of men. The term
"reprove" does not express the
full meaning, I am told, the verb
has rather a double force, includ-
ing the idea of convincing and
convicting. Convincing one class
for their conversion, convicting
the other class who are not con-
verted, and who shall go on to
destruction. The testimony of the
Holy Spirit in behalf of Christ,
as opposed to the unbelieving
world, is essentially a refutation,
a demonstration of its wrong and
error. The Holy Spirit actually
wrought and the Apostles
preached with the demonstration
of the Spirit, and with great
power.
The word "world" means those

who are as yet not saved, but
who may be saved later, God's
elect if you please. It also means
those who will never come to a
saving knowledge of the Lord Je-
sus Christ.
The Holy Spirit will lead men

to preach the Gospel as well as to
rebuke sin, this will as Paul
states in II Corinthians 2:16 will
be a savour of life to some and a
savour of death to others. The
Word of God is quick and power-
ful either to save or destroy. If it
does not save, it destroys as a
message of condemnation. So,
conviction does not always bring
one to denounce his or her ways,
but rather shows them the error
of their ways. Conviction may
cause a reprobate to clean up his
life for a season, but it will not
last long.

I have seen many lost people,
who may or not be reprobate,
live a better and cleaner life than
those who professed to be
Christians. This, I'm sure, is
brought on by conviction. I
believe our text has to do with
both elect and reprobate.

BLOOD
(Continued from Page 4)

whereby this blood shall be ap-
plied to them; I will work in
them every grace; I will keep
their faith alive; I will cleanse
them and drive out all depravity
from them, and they shall be
presented at last spotless and
faultless." This was the one side
of the covenant, which is at this
very day being fulfilled and
scrupulously kept. As for the
other side of the covenant this

was the part of it, engaged and
covenanted by Christ. He thus
declared, and covenanted with His
Father: "My Father, on my part I
covenant that in the fulness of
time I will become man. I will
take upon myself the form and
nature of the fallen race. I will
live in their wretched world, and
for my people will I keep the law
perfectly. I will work out a
spotless righteousness, which
shall be acceptable to the de-
mands of thy just and holy law.
In due time I will bear the sins of
all my people. Thou shalt exact
their debts on me; the chastise-
ment of their peace I will endure,
and by my stripes they shall be
healed. My Father, I covenant
and promise that I will be obedi-
ent unto death, even the death of
the cross. I will magnify thy
law, and make it honourable. I
will suffer all they ought to have
suffered. I will endure the curse
of thy law, and all the vials of
thy wrath shall be emptied and
spent upon my head. I will then
rise again; I will ascend into
heaven; I will intercede for them
at thy right hand; and I will make
myself responsible for every one
of them, that not one of those
whom thou hast given me shall
ever be lost, but I will bring all
my sheep of whom, by thy
blood, thou hast constituted me
the shepherd--I will bring every
one safe to thee at last." Thus ran
the covenant; and now, I think,
you have a clear idea of what it
was and how it stands--the
covenant between God and
Christ, between God the Father
and God the Spirit, and God the
Son as the covenant head and
representative of all God's elect.
I have told you, as briefly as I
could, what were the stipulations
of it. You will pleace to remark,
my dear friends, that the covenant
is, on one side, perfectly fulfilled.
God the Son has paid the debts of
all the elect. He has, for us men
and for our redemption, suffered
the whole of wrath divine.
Nothing remaineth now on this
side of the question except that
He shall continue to intercede,
that He may safely bring all His
redeemed to glory.
On the side of the Father this

part of the covenant has been
fulfilled to countless myriads.
God the Father and God the Spirit
have not been behindhand in their
divine contract. And mark you,
this side shall be as fully and as
completely finished and carried
out as the other. Christ can say
of what He promised to do, "It is
finished!" and the like shall be
said by all the glorious covenan-
ters. All for whom Christ died
shall be pardoned, all justified, all
adopted. The Spirit shall quicken
them all, shall give them all
faith, shall bring them all to
heaven, and they shall, every one
of them, without let or hindrance,
stand accepted in the beloved, in
the day when the people shall be
numbered, and Jesus shall be
glorified.

3. And now having seen who
were the high contracting parties,
and what were the terms of the
covenant made between them, let
us see what were the objects of
this covenant. Was this covenant
made for every man of the race of
Adam? Assuredly not; we dis-

(Continued on Page 6, Col. 1)

THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
OCTOBER 12, 1991

PAGE FIVE



To deny yourself does not mean to neglect yourself

BLOOD
(Continued from Page 5)

cover the secret by the visible.
That which is in the covenant is
to be seen in due time with the
eye and to be heard with the ear.
I see multitudes of men perish-
ing, continuing wantonly in their
wicked ways, rejecting the offer
of Christ which is presented to
them in the gospel day after day,
treading under foot the blood of
the Son of Man, defying the
Spirit who strives with them; I
see these men going on from bad
to worse and at last perishing in
their sins. I have not the folly to
believe that they have any part in
the covenant of grace. Those
who die impenitent, the multi-
tudes who reject the divine grace;
for if they were interested in that,
there would be certain marks and
evidences which would show us
this. We should find that in due
time in this life they would be
brought to repentance, would be
washed in the Saviour's blood,
and would be saved. The
covenant--to come at once
straight to the matter, however
offensive the doctrine may be--the
covenant has relationship to the
elect and none besides. Does this
offend you? Be ye offended even
more. What said Christ? "I
pray for them: I pray not
for the world, but for them
which thou hast given me;
for they are thine." If Christ
prayeth for none but for His cho-
sen, why should ye be angry that
ye are also taught from the Word
of God that in the covenant there
was provision made for the like
persons, that they might receive
eternal life. As many as shall
believe, as many as shall trust in
Christ, as many as shall perse-
vere unto the end, as many as
shall enter into the eternal rest,
so many and no more are inter-
ested in the covenant of divine
grace.
4. Furthermore, we have to

consider what were the motives
of this covenant? Why was the
covenant made at all? There was
no compulsion or constraint on
God. As yet there was no crea-
ture. Even could the creature
have an influence on the Creator,
there was none existing in the
period when the covenant was
made. We can look nowhere for
God's motive in the covenant ex-
cept it be in Himself, for of God
it could be said literally in that
day, "I am, and there is none be-
side me." Why then did He make
the covenant? I answer, absolute
sovereignty dictated it. But why
were certain men the objects of it
and why not others? I answer,
sovereign grace guided the pen.
It was not the merit of man, it
was nothing which God foresaw
in us that made Him choose
many and leave others to go on
in their sins. It was nothing in
them, it was sovereignty and
grace combined that made the di-
vine choice. If you, my brethren
and sisters, have a good hope that
you are interested in the covenant
of grace, you must sing that
song--"What was there in me to
merit esteem, or give the Creator
delight? 'Twas even so Father I
ever must sing, for so it seemed
good in they sight." "He will
have mercy on whom he
will have mercy," for "...it
is not of him that willeth,
nor of him that runneth,
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but of God that showeth
mercy." His sovereignty
elected, and His grace
distinguished, and immutability
decreed. No motive dictated the
election of the individuals, except
a motive in Himself of love and
of divine sovereignty. Doubtless
the grand intention of God in
making the covenant at all was
His own glory; any motive
inferior to that would be beneath
His dignity. God must find His
motives in Himself: He has not
to look to moths and worms for
motives for His deeds. He is the

"He sits on no precarious
throne, Nor borrows, leave to
be." He doth as He wills in the
armies of heaven. Who can stay
His hand and say unto Him,
"What doest thou?" Shall the clay
ask the potter for the motive for
his making it into a vessel?
Shall the thing formed before its
creation dictate to its Creator?
No, let God be God, and let man
shrink into his native nothing-
ness, and if God exalt him, let
him not boast as though God
found a reason for the deed in
man. He finds His motives in
Himself. He is self-contained,
and findeth nothing beyond nor
needeth anything from any but
Himself. Thus have I, as fully as
time permits this morning, dis-
cussed the first point concerning
the covenant. May the Holy
Spirit lead us into this sublime
truth.

II. But now, in the second
place, we come to notice its
everlasting character. It is called
an everlasting covenant. And
here you observe at once its an-
tiquity. The covenant of grace is
the oldest of all things. It is
sometimes a subject of great joy
to me to think that the covenant
of grace is older than the
covenant of works. The covenant
of works had a beginning, but the
covenant of grace had not; and
blessed be God, the covenant of
works has its end, but the
covenant of grace shall stand fast
when heaven and earth shall pass
away. The antiquity of the
covenant of grace demands our
grateful attention. It is a truth
which tends to elevate the mind.
I know of no doctrine more grand
than this. It is the very soul and
essence of all poetry, and in sit-
ting down and meditating upon
it, I do confess my spirit has
sometimes been ravished with
delight. Can you conceive the
idea that before all things God
thought of you? That when as
yet He had not made His moun-
tains, He had thought of thee,
poor puny worm? Before the
magnificent constellations began
to shine, and ere the great center
of the world had been fixed, and
all the mighty planets and divers
worlds had been made to revolve
around it, then had God fixed the
center of His covenant, and or-
dained the number of those lesser
stars which should revolve around
that blessed center, and derive
light therefrom. Why, when one
is taken up with some grand
conceptions of the boundless
universe, when with the as-
tronomers we fly through space,
when we find it without end, and
the starry hosts without number,
does it not seem marvellous that
God should give poor insignifi-
cant man the preference beyond
even the whole universe besides?
Oh, this cannot make us proud,
because it is a divine truth, but it
must make us feel happy. Oh,
believer, you think yourself
nothing, but God does not think
so of you. Men despise you, but

God remembered you before He
made anything. The covenant of
love which He made with His
Son on your behalf is older than
the hoary ages, and if ye fly back
when as yet time had not begun,
before those massive rocks that
bear the marks of grey old age
upon them, had begun to be de-
posited, He had loved and chosen
you, and made a covenant on
your behalf. Remember well
these ancient things of the eternal
hills.
Then, again, it is an everlast-

ing covenant from its sureness.
Nothing is everlasting which is
not secure. Man may erect his
structures and think they may last
for ever, but the Tower of Babel
has crumbled, and the very pyra-
mids bear signs of ruin. Nothing
which man has made is everlast-
ing, because he cannot ensure it
against decay. But as for the
covenant of grace, well did David
say of it, It is "...ordered in
all things, and sure..." It is:
"Signed, and sealed, and
ratified, In all things or-
dered well."
There is not an "if" or a "but"

in the whole of it from beginning
to end. Freewill hates God's
"shalls" and "wills" and likes
man's "ifs" and "buts," but there
are no "ifs" and "buts" in the
covenant of grace. Thus the
tenure runs: "I will" and "they
shall." Jehovah swears it and the
Son fulfils it. It is--it must be
true. It must be sure, for "I AM"
determines. "Hath he said, and
shall He not do it? or hath He
spoken, and shall He not make it
good?" It is a sure covenant. I
have sometimes said, if any man
were about to build a bridge or a
house, if he would leave me just
one single stone or one timber to
put where I liked, I would under-
take that his house would fall
down. Let me if there is any one
about to construct a bridge, have
just simply the placing of one
stone--I will select which stone it
shall be--and I will defy him to
build a bridge that shall stand. I
should simply select the key-
stone, and then he might erect
whatever he pleased and it should
soon fall. Now, the Arminian's
covenant is one that cannot stand,
because there are one or two
bricks in it (and that is putting it
in the slightest form; I might
have said, "because every stone in
it," and that would be nearer the
mark) that are dependant on the
will of man. It is left to the will
of the creature whether he will be
saved or not. If he will not, there
is no constraining influence that
can master and overcome his
will. There is no promise that
any influence shall be strong
enough to overcome him,
according to the Arminian. So
the question is left to man, and
God the mighty Builder--though
He put stone on stone, massive
as the universe--yet may be
defeated by His creature. Out
upon such blasphemy! The
whole structure, from beginning
to end, is in the hand of God.
The very terms and conditions of
that covenant are become its seals
and guarantees, seeing that Jesus
has fulfilled them all. Its full
accomplishment in every jot and
tittle is sure, and must be
fulfilled by Christ Jesus, whether
man will or man will not. It is
not the creature's covenant, it is
the Creator's. It is not man's
covenant, it is the Almighty's
covenant, and He will carry it out
and perform it, the will of man
notwithstanding. For this is the
very glory of grace--that man
hates to be saved--that he is at

enmity to Him, yet God will
have him redeemed--that God's
covenant is, "you shall," and
man's intention is, "I will not,"
and God's "shall" conquers man's
"I will not." Almighty grace rides
victoriously over the neck of
freewill, and leads it captive in
glorious captivity to the all-con-
quering power of irresistible grace
and love. It is a sure covenant,
and therefore deserves the title of
everlasting.
Furthermore, it is not only

sure, but is is immutable. If it
were not immutable, it could not
be everlasting. That which
changes passes away. We may
be quite sure that anything that
has the word "change" on it, will
sooner or later die, and be put
away as a thing of nought. But in
the covenant everything is im-
mutable. Whatever God has es-
tablished must come to pass, and
not word, or line, or letter, can be
altered. Whatever the Spirit
voweth shall be done, and what-
ever God the Son promised hath
been fulfilled, and shall be con-
summated at the day of His ap-
pearing. Oh, if we could believe
that the sacred lines could be
erased--that the covenant could be
blotted and blurred, why then my
dear friends, we might lie down
in despair. I have heard it said by
some preachers, that when the
Christian is holy, he is in the
covenant; that when he sins, he
is crossed out again; that when he
repents, he is put in again, and
then if he falls he is scratched out
once more; and so he goes in and
out of the door, as he would in
and out of his own house. He
goes in at one door and out of
another. He is, sometimes the
child of God, and sometimes the
child of the devil--sometimes an
heir of heaven, and anon. an heir
of hell. And I know one man
who went so far as to say that
although a man might have per-
severed through grace for sixty
years, yet should he fall away the
last year of his life--if he should
sin and die so, he would perish
everlastingly, and all his faith,
and all the love which God had
manifested to him in the days
gone by would go for nothing. I
am very happy to say that such a
notion of God is just the very
notion I have of the devil. I
could not believe in such a God,
and could not bow down before
Him. A God that loves today and
hates tomorrow; a God that gives
a promise, and yet foreknows af-
ter all that man shall not see the
promise fulfilled; a God that for-
gives and punishes--that justifies
and afterwards executes--is a God
that I cannot endure. He is not
the God of the Scriptures I am
certain, for He is immutable,
just, holy, and true, and having
loved His own, He will love
them to the end, and if He hath
given a promise to any man, the
promise shall be kept, and that
man once in grace, is in grace
forever and shall without fail by-
and-by enter into glory.
And then to finish up this

point. The covenant is everlast-
ing because it will never run it-
self out. It will be fulfilled but it
will stand firm. When Christ
hath completed all, and brought
every believer to heaven; when
the Father hath seen all His peo-
ple gathered in--the covenant it is
true, will come to a consumma-
tion, but not to a conclusion, for
thus the covenant runs: The heirs
of grace shall be blessed for ever,
and as long as "for ever" lasts,
this everlasting covenant will
demand the happiness, the secu-
rity, the glorification, of every

object of it.
III. Having thus noticed the

everlasting character of the
covenant, I conclude by the
sweetest and most precious por-

tion of the doctrine--the relation

which the blood bears to it--the
blood of the everlasting covenant.
The blood of Christ stands in a
fourfold relationship to the
covenant. With regard to Christ,

His precious blood shed in Geth-

semane, in Gabbatha and Galgo-

tha, is the fulfillment of the
covenant. By this blood sin is
cancelled; by Jesus' agonies jus-
tice is satisfied; by His death the
law is honored; and by that pre-

cious blood in all its mediatorial
efficacy, and in all its cleansing

power. Christ fulfils all that He
stipulated to do on the behalf of

His people towards God. Oh'
believer, look to the blood of

Christ, and remember that there

is Christ's part of the covenant
carried out. And now, there re-

mains nothing to be fulfilled but

God's part, there is nothing for

thee to do; Jesus has done it 311;
there is nothing for freewill to
supply; Christ has done every'
thing that God can demand. The
blood is the fulfillment of the
debtor's side of the covenant, and
now God becometh bound by His
own solemn oath to show grace

and mercy to all whom Chrisi
has redeemed by His blood. With

regard to the blood in another re-
spect, it is to God the Father the
bond of the covenant. When

see -Christ dying on the cross, I
see the everlasting God from tha!
time, if I may use the term 01
Him who ever must be free,
bound by His own oath and
covenant to carry out eyed,
stipulation. Does the covenam
say, "A new heart will I give
thee, and a right spirit will I Put
within thee?" It must be done, for
Jesus died, and Jesus' death is the
seal of the covenant. Does it
say, "I will sprinkle pure water
upon them and they shall be
clean; from all their iniquities
will I cleanse them?" Then it
must be done, for Christ has ful'
filled His part. And, therefore'
now we can present the covenant
no more as a thing of doubt; htthl
as our claim on God throug''
Christ, and coming humbly ()/1
our knees, pleading Ott
covenant, our heavenly Fatbe'
will not deny the promises CO

tamed therein, but will make el,f,
ery one of them yea and amen
us through the blood of Jesti'
Christ.
Then, again, the blood of El!

covenant has relation to us as 01';
objects of the covenant, and thao
is its third light; it is not' onlY d
fulfillment as regards Christ, an t
a bond as regards His Father, hu
it is an evidence as regards olire;
selves. And here, dear brothe'
and sisters, let me speak affec-
tionately to you. Are you refilYa's
ing wholly upon the blood? P,,f
His blood--the precious blood
Christ--been laid to your el;
science? Have you seen Y,c)is
sins pardoned, through P,
blood? Have you received ft)ti'e
giveness of sins through t,

'blood of Jesus? Are you ON
ing in His sacrifice, and is 141,1

cross your only hope and relief'.
Then e 

men want 
tinto tkhneowcowvehnetiinftelexì

tthey are elect. We cannot 5

them unless they will tell ailj),

this. Dost thou believe? Is n?
faith fixed on the precious blu7it,
Then thou art in the covetst
And oh, poor sinner, if thou '''if
nothing to recommend the'e;

(Continued on Page 7, Col, I)
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Defeat isn't bitter unless you swallow it.
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BLOOD
(Continued from Page 6)

th, ou art standing back and saying
I dare not come! I am afraid! I
arn not in the covenant!" still
Christ bids thee come. "Come
'Into me," saith He. "If thou
canst not come to' the covenant
rather, come to the covenant
ourety. "Come unto me and I
will give thee rest." And when
,thou hast come to Him, and His
blood has been applied to thee
doubt not, but that in the red roll
of election stands thy name.
Canst thou read thy name in the
bloody characters of a Saviour's
atonement? Then shalt thou read
it one day in the golden letters of
the Father's election! He thatL
lieveth is elected. The blood is

the symbol, the token, the
earnest, the surety, the seal of the
Covenant of grace to thee. It
Inust ever be the telescope
through which thou canst look to
,rsee the things that are afar off.
hou canst not see thy election

with the naked eye, but through
the blood of Christ thou canst see
tt Clear enough. Trust thou in
'he blood, poor sinner, and then
the blood of the everlasting
Covenant is a proof that thou art
an heir of heaven. Lastly, the
1°0d stands in a relationship to
ad three, and here I may add that
ttle blood is the glory of all. To
the Son it is the fulfillment, to
alne Father the bond, to the sinner
the evidence, and to all--to Fa-
ther, Son, and sinner--it is the
ciellimon glory and the common
Qoast. In this the Father is well
Pleased; in this the Son also,
„..*Ith joy, looks down and sees
!1le Purchase of His agonies; and
Lin this must the sinner ever find
"is comfort and his everlasting

"Jesus, thy blood and
gghteousness, are my glory, my
s°11g, for ever and ever!"
And now, my dear hearers, I

hgave one question to ask, and I
ve done. Have you the hope

"tat you are in the covenant?

ti,ave you put your trust in thetood? Remember, though you
Ltrnagine, perhaps, from what I
'.1ave been saying, that the gospel
lirs restricted; that the gospel is
j„eelY preached to all. The decree

brnited, but the good news is
as wide as the world. The good
as 11, the good news, is as wide

the universe.

tell it to every creature under
k„eaven, because I am told to do
L'• The secret of God, which is
r deal with the application, that
bs restricted to God's chosen ones;
:t not the message, for that is
NI be proclaimed to all nations.
tonw thou hast heard the gospel
licarlY and many a time in thy

It runs thus: "This is a
saying, and worthy

4all acceptation. That
‘11,41,st Jesus came into the
bi;Ild to save sinners..."

St thou believe that? And is
thi• thy hope--something like
4H "I am a sinner. I trust
trurist has died for me; I put my
arost in the merit of His blood,
0u;', sink or swim, I have no
ro,e,r

 hope but this. 'Nothing in
4'0 "and I bring, Simply to thy
it, s,sI cling.- Thou hast heard

nast thou received it in thy
thoueart and laid hold on it; then
toy art one of those in the
tier,e11,arit And why should elec-
cho" 'lighten thee? If thou hast
tie Len Christ, depend upon it,
tyel I:4s chosen thee. If thy tearful
oh, ts looking to Him, then His
00 Lb eye has long looked
Iiistbkee; if thy heart lovest Him,

"eart loves thee better than

ever thou canst love, and if now
thou art saying, "My Father,
thou shalt be the guide of my
youth," I will tell thee a secret-
He has been thy guide, and has
brought thee to be what thou
now art, a humble seeker, and He
will be thy guide and bring thee
safe at last. But art thou a proud,
boastful, free-wilier, saying, "I
will repent and believe whenever
I choose; I have as good a right
to be saved as anybody, for I do
my duty as well as others, and I
shall doubtless get my reward"--if
you are claiming a universal
atonement, which is to be re-
ceived at the option of man's
will, go and claim it, and you
will be disappointed in your
claim. You will find God will
not deal with you on that ground
at all, but will say, "Get thee
hence, I never knew thee. He that
cometh not to me through the
Son cometh not at all." I believe
the man who is not willing to
submit to the electing love and
sovereign grace of God, has great
reason to question whether he is a
Christian at all, for the spirit that
kicks against that is the spirit of
the devil, and the spirit of the'
unhumbled, unrenewed heart.
May God take away the enmity
out of your heart to His own
precious truth, and reconcile you
to it and then reconcile you to
Himself through the blood of His
Son, which is the bond and seal
of the everlasting covenant.

CHURCH
(Continued from Page 1)

culty when an answer is sought
for the question, what is the
church? Is it an invisible, uni-
versal church? Or is it a visible,
local church? Or are these con-
trasting terms two sides of the
same truth?
Let us carefully consider the

view that an invisible, universal
church exists, and is therefore the
body of Christ.
Such a view has found favor

with the church fathers. Polycarp
called it, "the whole Catholic
Church throughout the world,"
and Irenaeus, "The church scat-
tered throughout the whole world
to the ends of the earth:" and
Origen, "The church of God under
heaven" (Body of Divinity, John
Gill, p.854). It has also come
down to us from the earliest days
of the apostolic church in the
words of the Apostles' Creed, "I
believe in the holy Catholic
Church:" the word Catholic, of
course, meaning universal. It is
not the Roman Catholic, but
holy Catholic church that is
meant.
However, while the tradition of

the early church should not be
lightly dismissed, yet our only
appeal, and final appeal should be
to the Holy Scriptures, "...what
saith the scripture?" (Rom.
4:3).
The term, universal church,

Catholic church, or invisible
church does not occur in the King
James Version of the Holy Bible.
Neither does the term, local, or
visible church occur therein. Yet
the church must be one or the
other. Then the only way one
can decide is to study the Scrip-
tures pertaining to the church and
arrive at his own conclusion as to
whether the universal church is
the body of Christ, or whether
the local church is the body of
Christ, or whether both are.
The only way an advocate for

the universal church theory can

prove that such exists, and is the
body of Christ, is to discover a
reference or more in Scripture he
believes can refer to the same.
What Scriptures are used to prove
the existence of the universal
church? Christ's statement in
Matthew 16:18 is used, where the
Saviour said, "...upon this
rock I will build my
church; and the gates of
hell shall not prevail
against it." But the church of
Christ began as one body, a lo-
cal, visible church. Later on
other local churches were estab-
lished elsewhere, and they were
then called "...the churches of
Christ..." (Rom. 16:16), proving
that Christ's church was a local
church. Each one of these several
churches was Christ's church!

Also references are given from
I Corinthians 12:12028; Eph-
esians 1:22,23; 4:4; 5:25;
Colossians 1:18; and Hebrews
12:22,23; but every one of these
references except the last are di-
rected to a local church, either at
Corinth, Ephesus, or Colosse,
and whatsoever is said can be ap-
plied to the 'local body, the
church, at that locality.
The Hebrew reference

(12:22,23) refers either to the fu-
ture completed, and glorified
church or as many translators,
and commentators think, the
"general assembly" of verse
23, is the "...innumerable
company of angels" of verse
22. If it refers to the church it
cannot refer to a universal church
now, for there is no way it can
assemble itself together until at
Christ's second coming (I Thess.
4:13-18)- The general assembly,
the universal gathering, will have
to wait till then!
But does not I Corinthians

12:13 teach that the body of
Christ is the universal church,
and that all believers are baptized
by the Holy Spirit into that one
body? I was informed by a pro-
fessor in a seminary, who does
not believe in "close commu-
nion" as they call it, that if the
baptism of I Corinthians 12:13 is
water baptism it can only mean
that Paul was also baptized into
that one body of Christ in
Corinth, for he writes, "For by
one Spirit are we all bap-
tized into one body...," but
it is evident that Paul was bap-
tized into the church at Damascus
(Acts 9:17-19). Therefore Paul
must mean that we are all bap-
tized spiritually into the universal
church, which is the one body of
Christ the world over. But Paul
is merely saying that we were all
baptized into one body, or into
one church. The Corinthians
were baptized into the one body
in Corinth. Paul was baptized
into the one body of Christ in
Damascus. It is very odd that the
professor, who stresses the word
we in the Corinthians reference as
placing Paul in the Corinthian
church, does not stress the word
"ye" in 11:17-20, where Paul
speaks of the church coming to-
gether to observe the Lord's Sup-
per! for that would prove that
Paul did not take the Lord's Sup-
per with that church, not being in
that body; for Paul does not say,
"we come together" to cat the
Lord's Supper, but "...ye come
together...".
Permit me to quote you I

Corinthians 12:13, from the
American Standard Version: "For
in one Spirit were we all baptized
into one body..." It is as we are
"in (the sphere) of the Spirit" and
"not in (the sphere of) the flesh"
(Rom. 8:9); as we are living, and
walking "in the Spirit" ((ial.

5:25); as we are "praying in the
Spirit" (Eph. 6:18); as we are "in
the Spirit" (Rev. 1:10), that we
are worthy of being baptized with
water into the local church.
And that there need be no diffi-

culty in identifying from the
Word of God as to what the "one
body" is here, just read on until
you come to verse 27, where God
says through Paul to the church
at Corinth, "Now ye are the
body of Christ..." Here is
where Paul should have said,
"we" to help the universal
church, and universal body of
Christ theory! but he did not.
These words were addressed to
"...the church of God
which is at Corinth..." ( I
Cor. 1:2). That was a local
church, and to that congregation
Paul penned, "...ye are the
body of Christ..."
Therefore the baptism of I

Corinthians 12:13 is water bap-
tism into the body of Christ at
Corinth, the local church in that
.locality. That it could not have
been the baptism of the Holy
Spirit into a universal church is
seen by the declaration in Eph-
esians 4:4,5, "There is one
body...one baptism." W e
know from the bock of Acts, and
from the great commission of
Christ to baptize converts in wa-
ter "...unto the end of the
world" (Matt. 28:18-20) that
the one baptism that continues
throughout this is water baptism.
The baptism in the Holy Spirit
was given once at Pentecost
(Acts 1:5). The "one baptism"
then of Ephesians 4:5 was water
baptism, and the "one body" was
the local, visible church_ into
which saved people are added by
the Lord through the ordained
means of water baptism (Acts
2:37-47).

In closing, here are some ques-
tions for any who hold to a uni-
versal church theory: Where is
that church? What does it do?
How does it function? How does
it exercise church discipline?
How does it observe the Lord's
Supper? Amen.

GLUTTONY
(Continued from Page 1)

reason for this is that many who
are mounting pulpits to preach to
others are guilty of this very sin.
Such pulpits are blighted indeed
when occupied by those who are
guilty of this God-dishonoring
immoderation with food and
drink. Such a witness will possi-
bly not be to effective at all to
some lost folks; folks that seek
to keep healthy and fit so much
so that they spend hundreds of
dollars a year for health spa fees.
A number of church-going people
today are letting their immodera-
tion be known, instead of their
moderation; and it is possibly
causing the way of truth to be
evil spoken of. The Holy Spirit
through the apostle Paul in I
Corinthians 9:27, did pen down
in that verse, "But I keep un-
der my body, and bring it
into subjection: lest that
by any means, when I have
preached to others, I my-
self should be a castaway."
What a warning to anyone who
has thought themselves safe and
pleasing to God while still in
slavery to an over indulgent ap-
petite of immoderation with food
and drink. The Lord Jesus Christ
Himself does tell us in Luke
21:34, "And take heed to
your selves, lest at any

time your hearts be over-
charged with surfeiting,
and drunkenness, and cares
of this life, and so that
day come upon you un-
awares." The word surfeiting
basically means overindulging
oneself with food and drink.
Gluttony was part of a death
penalty sin as is described in the
book of Deuteronomy.
Deuteronomy 21:20 & 21 tells
us: "And they shall say
unto the elders of his city,
This our son is stubborn
and rebellious, he will not
obey our voice; he is a
glutton, and a drunkard.
And all the men of his city
shall stone him with
stones, that he die: so
shalt thou put evil away
from among you; and all
Israel shall hear, and fear."
Is it lawful to eat and to drink?
Yes it is lawful, and a blessing
from God when food is used and
not abused by becoming immod-
erate with the consumption of it.
We are told in I Corinthians
6:12, "All things are lawful
unto me, but all things are
not expedient: all things
are not expedient: all
things are lawful for me,
but I will not be brought
under the power of any."
One definition of the word expe-
dient is profitable. Eating and
drinking are lawful blessings
from God when partaken of in
moderation, and are indeed prof-
itable to the consumer who is
blessed of the Lord to use such
rightly. But these lawful bless-
ings of food and drink when con-
sumed immoderately, except for
the grace of God preventing it
from being so, can become an
ensnaring, afflicting curse to the
ones that have abused these
blessings instead of properly us-
ing them; and instead of being
profitable, become in measure
unprofitable. As God's children,
we need His grace at all times to
keep us from gluttony and from
anything that would be sin and
possibly cause the way of truth
to be evil spoken of. In closing, I
leave the reader with I Corinthi-
ans 6:20 which tells us, "For
ye are bought with a price:
therefore glorify God in
your body, and in your
spirit, which are God's.
(Editor's"note: Woe is me!)

PERFECTION
(Continued from Page 1)

dead works, and of faith
toward God" (Heb. 6:1). It is
my honest opinion that a careful
and prayerful study of the Bible
reveals beyond a shadow of a
doubt salvation, God's gift of
eternal life, is the eternal posses-
sion of every child of God. We
have found that while true
believers are eternally secure in
Christ, everyone who claims to
be a true believer isn't necessarily
saved. A bold statement? Yes,
but we see in the Scriptures sev-
eral things that bear this out.
"Ye shall know them by
their fruits. Do men gather
grapes of thorns, or figs of
thistles?" (Matt. 7:16).
The Bible says that true

believers receive a new nature
that loves God and hates sin, yet
they still have their old nature
which can, and does sin. When

(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1)
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Poverty robs one of the right to be generous

PERFECTION
(Continued from Page 7)

true believers sin, God does not
disown them, rather He chastens
them as His own children. There
are some verses in the Bible that
seem to contradict each other, but
the error is not in the Scriptures,
but in our own interpretation of
the truth. Since the Bible does
not contradict itself, we must in-
terpret these difficult verses in
light of other plain Scriptural
teachings. If a verse is without a
logical explanation, it is best for
us to admit it, as a forced expla-
nation may be wrong.
The misunderstanding about

the security of the believer in
Christ is due to misinterpretation
of certain difficult Bible passages,
and taking them out of context.
We already know that the Bible
teaches the security of God's
children. Let us now see what
these teachings have to say about
the subject of perfection. Just
what, exactly, is perfection?
First, let us look at some perfect
Bible men. "...Noah was a
just man and perfect in his
generations, and Noah
walked with God" (Gen. 6:9).
According to this, we see that
Noah was perfect in the sight of
God. At least he was considered
perfect by the Master.
"But the high places were
not removed: nevertheless
Asa's heart was perfect
with the LORD all his
days" (I Kings 15:14). Yet an-
other one was Job. "There was
a man in the land of Uz,
whose name was Job; and
the man was perfect and
upright, and one that
feared God, and eschewed
evil" (Job 1:1).
What does the Bible mean

when it says perfect? That some-
one is perfect? Let us examine
some of these we have just read
about. a. First, notice that none
of these men claimed to be sin-
less. b. Second, notice that their
contemporaries did not claim
these men to be sinless. c.
Thirdly, notice that God never
claimed these men were sinless!
In fact, God says sinless perfec-
tion in the flesh is impossible.
"For there is not a just,
man upon earth, that
doeth good, and sinneth
not" (Eccles. 7:20). d. Fourth,
notice that these men did sin.
Noah got drunk enough to be
shameful. "And Noah began
to be an husbandman, and
he planted a vineyard: And
he drank of the wine, and
was drunken; and he was
uncovered within his tent.
And Ham, the father of
Canaan, saw the nakedness
of his father, and told his
two brethren without. And
Shem and Japheth took a
garment, and laid it upon
their shoulders, and went
backward, and covered the
nakedness of their father;
and their faces were back-
ward, and they saw not
their father's nakedness"
(Gen.9:20-23). Asa did not
destroy all the places of heathen
worship. "But the high
places were not removed:
nevertheless Asa's heart
was perfect with the LORD
all his days" (I Kings 15:14).
Job acknowledged his sin. "If I
justify myself, mine own
mouth shall condemn me:
if I say, I am perfect, it
shall also Drove me per-
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verse" (Job 9*:20). "Behold, I
am vile; what shall I an-
swer thee? I will lay mine
hand upon my mouth" (Job
40:4).
"Wherefore I abhor my-

self, and repent in dust and
ashes" (Job 42:6). e. Fifth,
Notice that the word "perfect" as
used here does not mean sinless
perfection. Rather, what it actu-
ally means is, "Complete, well-
rounded, mature, fully
developed." We notice this in
three steps as it develops.

1. It implies sincerety of
purpose and moral integrity.
resulting from one's relationship
to the Lord, and walking in close
fellowship with the Lord. 2. A
"perfect" man in the Bible, the
New Testament, or anywhere
else, is one who fears God. One
who has been justified by faith,
has grown in the grace of God to
become spiritually mature, has a
sincere desire to obey God, and
lives consistently for the Lord! 3.
A "perfect" man in the Bible
sense has a purpose that is perfect
although his performance may be
at times somewhat imperfect.

f. Sixth. Perhaps Bible perfec-
tion can be illustrated from the
life of Paul. He did not claim
sinless perfection, saying, "For
I know that in me (that is,
in my flesh,) dwelleth no
good thing: for to will is
present with me; but how
to perform that which is
good I find not" ( R o m.
7:18). Although he did claim
perfection of purpose, in indicat-
ing that he was spiritually ma-
ture, sincere, and a man of in-
tegrity who lived constantly for
the Lord. "And Paul,
earnestly beholding the
council, said, Men and
brethren, I have lived in
all good conscience before
God until this day." (Acts
23:1). Then he went on to say
later; "And herein do I
exercise myself, to have
always a conscience void
of offence toward God, and
toward men" (Acts 24:16).

In calling Noah, Asa, Job, or
any believer perfect, God is giv-
ing testimony to the sincerity of
love for Him which He sees in
the heart. God knows their pur-
pose and desire in life to honor
Him, although their performance
may at times be imperfect. Can
God say we are perfect in this
sense? Is it our desire to please
Him?
Secondly. Why does God tell

believers to be perfect when He
knows it's impossible in a man's
nature to be perfect? "Be ye
therefore perfect, even as
your Father which is in
heaven is perfect" (Matt.
5:48). The word implies, we be-
lieve, full development, growth
and maturity of godliness, not
sinless perfection. "Of whom
we have many things to
say, and hard to be uttered,
seeing ye are dull of hear-
ing. For when for the time
ye ought to be teachers, ye
have need that one teach
you again which be the
first principles of the ora-
cles of God; and are be-
come such as have need of
milk, and not of strong
meat. For every one that
useth milk is unskillful in
the word of righteousness:
for he is a babe. But
strong meat belongeth to
them that are of full age,
even those who by reason
of use have their senses
exercised to discern both
good and evil" (Heb. 5:11-

14). We see first hand that God
does not require sinless perfection
according to the Scriptures that
we have just passed over. It
would appear that sinless perfec-
tion would border upon the im-
possible. "If we say that we
have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is
not in us" (I John 1:8).
Beloved, God has never had to
promise man anything, yet He
has on many occasions, even
promising to be faithful to
mankind. "If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins,
and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness" (I John
1:9). Yes, God loves us and
watches over us even in our sin-
ful state. His love is a forgiving
love. We should really worship
Him for that.
Notice that the word "perfect"

that we used at the beginning in
Matthew 5:48, does not mean
sinless perfection. Rather, it
simply means, as we have already
pointed out, "complete, well-
rounded, mature, fully devel-
oped." Notice also that the sub-
ject being discussed here is the
"love of God," not sinlessness.
"Ye have heard that it hath
been said, Thou shalt love
thy neighbor, and hate
thine enemy. But I say
unto you, Love your ene-
mies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for
them which despitefully
use you, and persecute
you; That ye may be
the children of your Father
which is in heaven; for he
maketh his sun to rise on
the evil and on the good,
and sendeth rain on the
just and on the unjust. For
if ye love them which love
you, what reward have ye?
do not even the publicans
the same?" (Matt. 5:43-46).
We need to take note also that
perfection in any sense is not a
trophy we claim in this life,
rather, it is a goal we strive for
throughout life. "Not as
though I had already
attained, either were
already perfect: but I
follow after, if that I may
apprehend that for which
also I am apprehended of
Christ Jesus. Brethren, I
count not myself to have
apprehended: but this one
thing I do, forgetting
those things which are be-
hind, and reaching forth
unto those things which

' are before. I press toward
the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in
Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:12-14).
As we conclude our message

let us take yet another look at the
message in Matthew 5:48. The
message here, we believe, is that
a believer's strength, his spiritual
maturity, is seen in his attitude
toward others. A perfect, or fully
developed, mature Christian will,
like God who dwells in him, love
his enemies as well as his
friends. We, as believers, are to
set before us the goal of allowing
God to love others through us.
Let us ask ourselves the question:
"Do we have a perfect, mature
love, or do we just love certain
people?" May God help us to
overcome this weakness if we do
not love the lost and undone.
Remember where we were before
He made that miraculous call to
our unworthy hearts. May our
Lord grant us the much needed
wisdom to meet these obligations
with His blessings. ..Amen.

VOICE
(Continued from Page 1)

can not stop the work of God by
outside hostility, he turns to
spiritual indifference on the part
of the churches membership.
Both Haggai and Zechariah

come on the scene and are found
exhorting the people of God in
their day. A true prophet of God
(Pastor), should be found exhort-
ing his people today. As Haggai
and Zechariah exhorted the people
to rise up and rebuild the Temple
of God, so should our "pastors"
exhort their people to rise up and
rebuild the "House of God."
Beloved, it is time that we
recognize the importance of
pressing forward; not looking
backward on yesteryear's bless-
ings. In the life of God's true
churches, one needs to recognize
this great and wonderful truth.
One can not undo the past how-
ever good or bad it might have
been. The Prophet Haggai was
commissioned by God to tell
these people that they were not to
linger in yesterday's blessings.
You see, we must sooner or later
go-forward, or we will find our-
selves either marking time or
going somewhat backward. These
two Old Testament prophets did
not stop with the idea of
rebuilding the Temple of God,
but they went on to speak about
the shaking off of all nations in a
day in which God would rule on
the throne of David. The one
thing that makes it all worth
while to us today, is this, our
Lord Jesus Christ is coming
back; coming back to reign with
his chosen Bride (True Baptist
churches) for a thousand years..

Briefly and very quickly, let us
take a moment and consider, that
prophet himself: Haggai. This
man of,Ged lived at the same
time as Zechariah. Yes, he
preached his four short prophetic
messages in the second year of
Darius - 520 B.C. "In the sec-
ond year of Darius the
king, in the sixth month,
in the first day of the
month, came the word of
the LORD by Haggai the
prophet unto Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel, gov-
ernor of Judah, and to
Joshua the son of
Josedech, the high priest,
saying" (Haggai 1:1). Haggai
means "festival" or "festive." It
has been suggested that this name
was given unto him because he
had been born on one of Israel's
days of feast. Little is known
about his personal history, but
we do know that he is the first of
the post-captivity prophets men-
tioned in the Word of God. His
book is short, only two chapters
long; thirty-eight verses, but
what a message is found therein.
Would you note with me there
things about the message that
this prophet of yesteryear spoke
and how it can and should be ap-
plied today.

I. PRIORITIES -- "No time,
Lord!" - 1:2-4. "Thus
speaketh the LORD of
hosts, saying, This people
say, The time is not come,
the time that the LORD'S
house should be built.
Then came the word of the
LORD by Haggai the
prophet, saying, Is it time
for you, 0 ye, to dwell in
your cieled houses, and
this house lie waste"
(Haggai 1:2-4). These people
were saying as so many do today,
the time is not come for us to
take the time and build the Lord's
house. While this portion of the

Word of God may be used to lint
up a structure in which the Lord's

church meets, this writer, prefers

to go one step further: the adding

to those who are alreadY

members. These people (Israel)
had forgotten what they were

supposed to be doing for one
reason or another. At times, the
church of God has forgotten what

they are supposed to be doing as
well. There is a lesson here for us
today. You see, the people in the
day of Haggai were no different

than man is today. The question;
yea, the big question that needs

to be answered in everyone s
personal life: Jhere are your

personal priorities? Are You
playing church? Far too manY
folk are doing just that. Because
Israel had lost sight of the most

important priority of their daY,
the temple of God was not built
Thus, today Christians are losing
their own sense of proper
priorities. We are not even

suggesting the idea of compro-

mise in Bible doctrine, but manY
of our kind of Baptists have failed
in the area of personal evange'
lism. We are not suggesting that
one should use the ways of the
world or the Arminian philoso-

phy to accomplish this end.
Never! But at the same time, does
not our own Bible tell us to ge
into all the world - starting at
home and then throughout the
world by means of missions? Of

course it does! Then, why are we
not obeying the simple command
of God? Because like Israel, our

priorities have not been properlY
placed. Listen to me, Christians

are losing their own sense of
proper priorities. You see, as our

God ordained and yes, instructed
His people to build the temple 10
the Old Testament, so today Ile,
has done so with the "local

church." Many folk have forgot'

ten this truth, and let every other
non-biblical organization do the,
job that God intended the loe'
church to do. God did not ordain

the mission boards of today! Gc'ej
did not ordain the conventions'
associations and fellowships that,
churches have so freely join°,
today! Our churches have los,'
their own sense of pride and po'
ority. Why then are we not out
building up God's house as 14,e
has instructed us to do? Belovo'
is it not the job of the pastor ,te
exhort us in this area, as the Oil'
Testament Prophet exhorted the
people of Israel to build thei
temple of God in the days (),
Haggai? Yes. beloved, becaus,'

the nation of Israel failed in th1,5,
area of life, a number of the°

things were being affected in Y°Lif
personal lives.

First, their sustenance was uf,;
fected - "Ye have SO:,

much, and bring in littInel
ye eat, but ye have
enough; ye drink, but ,
are not filled with
ye clothe you, but there

none warm; and he till
earneth wages earae

°
lg

wages to put it into a 1/4)
with holes" (Haggai
Again, my friends, put God firti
in your private life, and you gcle
find that you will always ha.,/e
plenty left over. But when 7(6
have not put God first in our Ii

does not everything else sear'
• re

come up short? It does 10
case! Secondly, their land

been over come by a drought a
"Therefore the heaven '

dew
you is stayed from ej
and the earth is stalled
from her fruit. And I C°I.

(Continued on Page 11, Col.
1)
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The best churches are like the moon, not without their spots.
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STUDIES IN
ACTS

by Willard Willis
"And it came to pass,

that after we were gotten
from them, and had
launched, we came with a
straight course unto Coos,
and the day following unto
Rhodes, and from thence
unto Patara" (Acts 21:1).
Paul, while on his way to

Jerusalem, had stopped at Miletus
ifl order to visit with the elders
from the Lord's church at Eph-
esus. Paul, while visiting with
,them, advised them of the pend-
ing danger to the church at Eph-
esus. He asked the elders that
they be on guard against the
,Wiles of the devil. He advised
them further that they would not
see him again in this life. The
elders, at the close of their meet-
ing with Paul, fell on his neck
and kissed him. They, of course,
by this action showed how much
they appreciated him and how
touch they were going to miss
lino. The extent of their love is
Partially expressed by the part of
our text which states, "And it
came to pass, that after we
ere gotten from them"...

ibis statement indicates that their
seParation was like a tearing apart
rather than a smooth parting. It
was an up-rooting rather than a
clean cut.
The launch, however, was

rnade and the ship, after being
1.aunched, or set afloat, sailed
...with a straight course

tc, Coos". Coos was a small
Island among the many islands in
the Grecian Archipelago (a sea
dotted with many small islands).
Coos is now called Stan-Co.
Nul, in sailing in a straight
course from Miletus to Coos,
sailed directly south for a distance
(3! about forty miles. The next
'ay, after leaving Coos, they
arr, tved at Rhodes, another island
in the Grecian Archipelago.
Rhodes was distinguished be-

cause of its giant statue which
Was made of brass. The statue,
which was built by Charles of
LYndus, stood across the mouth
nr the harbor and was so large
Ilhat a ship could pass between its
egs. I'm informed that the statue
istnod for fifty-six years at which
trite it was destroyed by an
Learthquake. The statue, which,
'ad been considered as one of the
seven wonders of the world, was
sold to a Jew in about 600 A.D.,
1 a bout nine hundred years after

destruction. History informs
es that it took nine hundred
fparaels to carry away the brass
1.4)11.1 the fallen statue. Rhodes
acceived its name from the fact
glat the island produced a great
quantity of roses.

aul, after leaving Rhodes,
ed on-the Patara. Patara was a

of4iittnne city, or commerce city
'--Yeia in Asia Minor, over

ic inst Rhodes. The city is
th,c3wn most of all from the fact
mgt. the Apostle Paul stoppedmiere.

4 ,

ill 'Ind finding a ship sail-
Over unto Phenicia, we

i*oeht aboard, and set
r,t,h" (Acts 212).

orornenicia, or Phoenicia, was a
beivince of Syria, that is, an area
it °Rging to Syria even though
s,,_\v. as outside the immediate
,:rian territory. It, in fact, ex-

from Antioch to the bor-
hres_. 9.f Egypt. It was from

oicia that Paul sailed on hislour,
te"ZeY to Jerusalem.

tov"inw when we had dis-
oh eted Cyprus, we left it

the left hand, and

sailed unto Syria, and
landed at Tyre: for there
the ship was to unlade her
burden" (Acts 21:3).
Cyprus, according to Acts

4:36. was the home of Barnabas.
You may recall from Acts 4:37
that it was Barnabas who sold all
of his land and gave the proceeds
to the apostles. We also read
from Acts 1120 of other men
from Cyprus-men who preached
the Word of God. Cyprus, then,
was well represented in the early
history of the Lord's church.
I'm informed that there are

mountain ranges that cross
Cyprus. Mount Olympus, in
fact, raises to a height of 6406
feet. There is a wide plain which
is nestled between the two
mountain ranges. It is a plain
which produces grapes, tobacco,
cereals, olives, citrus fruits and
cotton. It is also a place where
sheep and goats are raised.
Cyprus became a crown colony

(a colony under the control of the
home government) of Great
Britain in 1925. Cyprus was
granted her independence in 1959.
Great Britain, however, retained
her sovereignty over the military
bases there.
Our text informs us that

Cyprus was "..left on the
left hand'.. and that they sailed
into Syria, and landed at Tyre.
Tyre, today, is a part of Lebanon,
which means that Paul was not

-far from Jerusalem when landing
at Tyre.
We know from the history of

Tyre that she was built on an is-
land in the Mediterranean juss off
the mainland coast of Syria. The
Scriptures make many refer-

ences to Tyre. You who have read
my exposition of Ezekiel, will
remember that I had much to say
regarding Tyre. You will recall
that Tyre, at one time, was one
of the most commercial cities in
the world.
"And finding disciples,

we tarried there seven
days: who said to Paul
through the Spirit, that he
should not go up to
Jerusalem" (Acts 21:4).
This is the first reference to the

fact that there were disciples or
Christians at Tyre. Tyre, in fact,
was an unlikely place to find
Christians. God the Spirit, on the
other hand, is never restricted in
reaching those for whom our
Lord died. "Go ye into all
the world and preach the
gospel", this included Tyre. We
today must never write off any
area of people as too far gone to
be reached with the gospel mes-
sage.
The believers in Tyre, showed

by their action towards Paul, that
they were ignorant of the as-
signment which God had given
him. They, however, knew of
the opposition which had grown
against Paul in Jerusalem. Paul,
after all, as Saul of Tarsus, had,
at an earlier date, been the po-
liceman for the Sanhedrin. He had
been one of them, but God had
changed Paul to the extent that
the believers in Tyre tried to per-
suade Paul not to go up to
Jerusalem.

It was not that God the Spirit,
by way of the believers in Tyre,
was commanding Paul not to go
up to Jerusalem. The Spirit, in
fact, would not have given Paul a
command in this indirect manner.
The Spirit, however, did reveal to
the disciples in Tyre concerning
the danger that awaited Paul. This
fact lay heavy upon their hearts
to the extent that they tried to
persuade him not to go up to
Jerusalem.
Paul knew that the work which

had been assigned to him was far
more important than his own
life. He, in fact, did not consider
his life as dear unto himself. The
faithful preaching of the Word of
God was all that was dear to the
great apostle. The people, of
course, to whom he preached
were also dear to him.
"And when we had ac-

complished those days, we
departed and went our way;
and they all brought us on
our way, with wives and
children, till we were out
of the city: and we kneeled
down on the shore, and
prayed" (Acts 21:5).
Luke, who was with Paul dur-

ing these events, continues to
give us a day by day account of
that which occurred. God the
Spirit, of course, inspired Luke
to record the events for our learn-
ing. We know that all Scripture
is given by inspiration of God.
Paul and those who were with

him, knew of the great opposi-
tion which lay ahead. They,
therefore, sought guidance,
courage and prayed prior to His
martyrdom. We will do well if
we will follow the examples set
by our Lord and Paul. May we
never enter into battle for our
Lord without first kneeling and
seeking strength, courage, and
direction. May we, in other
words, never lean on the weak
arm of the flesh.
"And hen we had taken

our leave one of another,
we took ship; and they
returned home again" (Acts
21:6).
The picture which has been

painted for us is that of the men,
women and children all saying
goodbye to Paul as he prepared to
leave for Jerusalem. They, after
praying, knew that there was
nothing more that they could do.
They, however, knew that their
God was able to take care of their
beloved brother. The believers in
Tyre, if they had known the song
"God Will Take Care of You",
may have sung it while Paul
boarded the ship and sailed to-
wards Jerusalem.
"And when we had fin-

ished our course from
Tyre, we came to Ptole-
mais; and saluted the
brethren, and abode with
them one day" (Acts 21:7).
Paul, before facing the angry

crowd which awaited him at
Jerusalem, continued to meet
with friends along the way. The
comforting words and warm
handshakes of friends are means
of great encouragement to a be-
liever. It is a great comfort to
know that other Christians care,
and are praying for us. Those, in
fact, at Ephesus, Tyre and
Ptolemmais, would not have
known Paul's need if he had not
stopped to visit with them. We
may say, that Paul, before going
into battle in Jerusalem, arranged
for the prayer support of many
believers.
"And the next day, we

that were of Paul's com-
pany departed, and came
unto Cesarea: and we en-
tered into the house of
Philip the evangelist,
which was one of the
seven; and abode with
him" (Acts 21:8)
We are blessed in that Luke,

one of Paul's company, was in-
spired to give us a day by day ac-
count of Paul's travels. Luke, in
fact, has informed us that, after
spending one day at Ptolemais,
they proceeded on to Cesarea, or
what was formerly called Strato's
Tower. This city, however, after
being rebuilt, was called Cesarea

in honor of Augustus Caesar.
We, in this country, also name
some places after famous people.

I'm informed that Cesarea was
especially noted for her beautiful
houses. These, of course, were
made beautiful in honor of Au-
gustus Caesar. The city also had
within it a temple which was
built in honor of Augustus Cae-
sar. The temple was built over
against the mouth of the haven or
harbor where it could be easily
seen. The temple had within it a
stature which was erected in
honor of Caesar. It was in this
city that the Roman governors
lived and from which they ruled
over Judea-Judea the Roman
province.
Cesarea, today, has lost all of

her beauty. Her gorgeous homes
and palaces, along with their
great works of art, are gone. All
of these things, however, were
still in place when Paul and his
company visited there.
Paul and his company, when

visiting Cesarea, went to the
home of Philip the evangelist.
You will recall that Philip, after
witnessing to the Ethiopian Eu-
nuch, was "found at Azotus" and
from Azotus he went to Cesarea
(Acts 8,40). Philip, in addition to
being an evangelist, was also one
of the seven deacons which the
apostles had chosen to take care
of the needs of the poor in the
church. Deacons, as a rule, are
not evangelists, but God the
Spirit, in the case of Philip, also
selected him as a preacher of the
gospel. He, in other words, was
assigned to inform people that
Jesus was the Messiah-that Jesus
had died and risen from the dead.
and that He was alive forever-
more.

Let me add that all God's
preachers are evangelists. We, in
fact, know from II Timothy 4:5
that Timothy, God's called
preacher, was also an evangelist.
We know that he preached the
entire council of God and did not
direct his ministry to only that of
evangelizing. Paul, in fact, said
to Timothy:
"Till I come, give atten-

dance to reading, to exhor-
tation, to doctrine" (I Timo-
thy 4:13).
"And the same man had

four daughters, virgins,
which did prophesy" (Acts
21:9).

The believers at Tyre, through
the Spirit, had been made aware
of the persecution which awaited
Paul when he reached Jerusalem.
We also know from Acts 21:10
that such was also made known
to Agabus. It seems to me there-
fore that Philip's four daughters
were also given this same infor-
mation by the Spirit. Paul, after
all, was on his way to Jerusalem,
and the entire narrative is built
around that trip. It is said of
Philip's four daughters that they
"did prophesy". The extent to
which they prophesied however is
not made known to us. The text,
in fact, could be satisfied, if they
only prophesied regarding that
which awaited Paul at Jerusalem.
"And as we tarried there

many days, there came
down from Judea a certain
prophet, named Agabus"
(Acts 21,10).

Agabus was no fly-by-night
prophet. His previous prediction,
in fact, had come true. It was as
stated in the following passage of
Scripture:
"And there stood up one

of them named Agabus,
and signified by the spirit
that there should be a great
dearth throughout all the

world, which came to pass
in the days of Claudius
Caesar" (Acts 11:28).
The believers at Tyre, through

the Spirit, knew that Paul would
face great opposition at
Jerusalem. Agabus, however,
through the Spirit, was given a
more detailed revelation. Agabus,
in fact, did as it is stated in the
following passage of Scripture.
"And when he was come

unto us, he took Paul's
girdle, and bound his own
hands and feet, and said,
Thus saith the Holy
Ghost, So shall the Jews
at Jerusalem bind the man
that owneth this girdle,
and shall deliver him into
the hands of the Gentiles"
(Acts 21:11).
We, as a rule, don't use girdles

today, since clothes are made to
conform to our bodies.Garments,
however, in Paul's day, were
loose, flowing robes, or outer
garments and these were bound
by a girdle, or sash when they
walked, ran or labored. Most
men, therefore, either wore a gir-
dle or had one available.
The action taken by Agabus

was not a new way for God the
Spirit to predict future events. He
had done such through the
prophet Ezekiel, Jeremiah, and
others. Isaiah, you may recall,
walked naked and barefoot as a
sign of the captivity in Egypt and
Ethiopia (Isa. 20:3, 4).
Paul was an apostle to the

Gentiles, and Agabus revealed
that the Jews would bind him and
deliver him to the Gentiles
(Romans). We will observe as we
proceed that God the Spirit used
all that happened to Paul as a
means in reaching the Gentiles.
He, in fact, was privileged to
witness to high government offi-
cials. Paul did not take one step
backward, but moved forward on
every front. This was because he
was an instrument of God the
Spirit. One, in studying the life
of Paul, will observe a purpose
and marvellous design so that
nothing was left undone. Paul,
even when being beaten, was not
defeated, but was working out a
predescribed plan.
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BOOK REVIEW

We have, "Satan: His Motives
and Methods" by Lewis Sperry
Chafer. Satan is the great enemy
of God, God's work, and God's
children. In order to successfully
combat him, we need to know all
we can about him. So far as I
know, this book is one of the
better books in print on this
subject. I urge all our readers to
purchase and study this book. I
think one can learn much, and be
greatly helped thereby. It is a
paper back and sells for $7.95
Order from our book store where
the profit goes into our book
ministry.
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Skill and confidence are an unconquered army

by John R. Gilpin
"For we preach not our-

selves, but Christ Jesus
the Lord; and ourselves
your servants for Jesus'
sake" (II Cor. 4:5).
Years ago, I knew a Baptist

preacher who was then pastor in a
northwestern state. It was a col-
lege town, and this friend of mine
was pastor of the First Baptist
Church there, which was the
most popular church of the town.
There were at least twenty of the
college professors who were
members of that church and who
attended the services somewhat
with regularity. His old father,
who was likewise a Baptist
preacher, came to see him and as
they talked relative to the prob-
lems of the ministry, this
younger man, the pastor of the
Baptist church in this college
town, told his father one of his
problems. He told him that there
wasn't anything that he could
discuss but that there was some-
body out in front who knew more
about it than he did. He said, "If
I talk about chemistry, there is
the chemistry professor sitting in
the audience, and he knows much
more about chemistry than I do.
Or if I quote from literature, there
is the English professor, and he
knows far more about literature
than I'll ever know." Then enu-
merating various teachers that he
had in his congregation, and call-
ing attention to their special
abilities, he said, "Now what is
there left for me to preach?" In
answer, the old father said, "Son,
you might try preaching Jesus.
In all probability there isn't a one
of them that knows anything
about Him."
Beloved, the more I study the

Word of God, the more I am im-
pressed that the Jesus of the Bible
is known but exceedingly little in
this world in which we live to-
day. I am afraid that the majority
of people, especially preachers,
know but mighty, mighty little
about the Lord Jesus Christ. It
was thus in the days of the
Apostle Paul. When he went to
Athens and met with the Stoic
and Epicurean philosophers, as
they appraised Paul's ministry,
they said, ..."He seemeth to
be a setter forth of strange
gods..." The reason that they
said this was because he preached
unto them Jesus.
I might say that the Epicureans

gave rise to the word that we use
today concerning eating. They
were folk who were purely
fleshly. Their idea was pretty
well to eat heavily, the choicest,
the finest, and the very best. In
other words, the Epicureans were
folk who just lived with the idea
of eating and drinking and pam-
pering the flesh. The Stoics were
a little different. Their idea was
more or less that of repression of
self. They were just the opposite
of the Epicureans.
The Epicureans pampered the

flesh, and the Stoicks aimed to
repress the flesh. So Paul had
both sides present. They thought
they would take him way he
turned. If Paul says to pamper
the flesh, the Stoics would jump
on him because they didn't
believe that, and if he said to re-
press the flesh, the Epicureans
would jump on him because they
don't believe in repression of the
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flesh. Some said, "...What
will this babbler say?..."
Others said, "...He seemeth
to be a setter forth of
strange gods..." As I have
said, the people in that day knew
very little about the Lord Jesus
Christ.
Athens wasn't the only place

where this was true. I am satis-
fied it is just as true in the ma-
jority of pulpits today. Wherever
the Lord Jesus Christ of the Bible
is preached, it is a strange God
that is set forth in that pulpit.
The same was true when the

Apostle Paul went to Thessa-
lonica, for as he visited the city
of Thessalonica, as was true ev-
erywhere he went, opposition
arose against him. Listen:
"Whom Jason hath re-
ceived: and these all do
contrary to the decrees of
Caesar, saying that there
is another king, one Jesus"
(Acts 17:7).

His enemies didn't know
enough about spiritual things and
Scriptural things to realize that
when Jesus was referred to as a
king, He was not in competition
with Caesar.
This calls to my mind many

years ago, a Jewish Christian
friend who was called up before
the judge at the request of his
wife and his mother, who said
that he was crazy. When the
Jewish judge before whom he
was brought asked of his experi-
ence, this friend began to tell him
about the new birth; the fact that
he had been born again. The old
judge looked at him and said,
"When did this take place?" He
said, "About six months ago." I
might add,my friend weighed
about 200 to 225 pounds. The
old judge looked down at him and
said, "Couldn't take place. Too
fat; too fat to have been born six
months ago."
Now, beloved, we would smile

at the ignorance and the stupidity
of that Jewish judge, yet his stu-
pidity is on a par with the rulers
of the city of Thessalonica, for
they associated the kingship of
Jesus with the kingship of Cae-
sar. They thought Jesus was
trying to take the place of Caesar.
In Paul's day they were not

only ignorant of the Lord Jesus
Christ in Athens and in Thessa-
lonica, but they had plenty of ig-
norance elsewhere. When the
Apostle Paul went to the city of
Ephesus, he met with many ad-
versaries and had many difficul-
ties. Among all those adversaries
that rose up that he had to over-
come, was a crowd of vagabond
Jews who tried to imitate the
Apostle Paul. They say some
people who had some evil spirits
and the vagabonds said: "...We
adjure you by Jesus whom
Paul preacheth" (Acts 19:13).
They didn't know anything

about the Jesus that Paul
preached. You say, "Could a
man be so blasphemous that he
would try to imitate the Apostle
Paul and try to cast out demons
in mockery of the Apostle Paul
making fun of his ministry?"
That is what it amounted to.
You say, "I just can't conceive of
anybody being that blasphe-
mous." Beloved, go back to the
days before you were saved. In
all probability you can remember
some blasphemy on your part
before you were saved.
I remember once upon a time

when I was just a boy about fif-
teen years of age that I was visit-
ing in a home. The man there

who was unsaved, knew that I
was unsaved, yet he turned to me
and said, "John, you 'talk to your
plate' before we eat." I looked
down, and (remembering having
heard someone say something
like this once) I said: "If the Lord
will make us able, we'll eat all
that is on this table. We can do
it, if we'll only stick to it.
Amen."
Now can you imagine anybody

being that blasphemous daring
to sit in the presence of God and
actually blasphemously praying?
Well, that is the story of these
vagabond Jews of whom we read
in the book of Acts. They dared
in a blasphemous manner to say,
"...We adjure you by Jesus
whom Paul preacheth."
They didn't know a thing about
the Jesus that the Apostle Paul
represented. They were totally in
ignorance of Him.
When we come to Acts 25 we

find more ignorance on the part
of these individuals with whom
Paul dealt, for we read: "But
had certain questions
against him of their own
superstitition, and of one
Jesus, which was dead,
whom Paul affirmed to be
alive" (Acts 25:19).
If you will read this closely,

you will find that these were the
words of Festus as he sends the
Apostle Paul to Caesar to be
tried. He said in substance "Now
I haven't anything against him.
The Jews have sent him up here
because of their own superstition
that he is accused of being in op-
position to; and the fact that he
talked about one Jesus which was
dead, but Paul says He is alive."
Now notice, beloved, the

ignorance of Festus. He was so
ignorant that he failed to under-
stand that the way in which Jesus
was alive, though He had been
dead, was by the resurrection.
Now look at these four verses

that I have read to you from the
book of Acts and what do you
have? You have ignorance, stu-
pidity, and absolute blindness
concerning the Word of God, yet
I challenge you, ask any person
you meet today, and see how
many know anything at all about
the Jesus who is preached in the
Bible, the Jesus that we repre-
sent in our churches each week
Go to the various churches in
your town and hear the Jesus that
is represented. If you would ask
every preacher if he believes in
Jesus, he would tell you that he
does. Well, it is a different Jesus
to the Jesus that Paul preached.
It is a different Jesus to the Jesus
that we preach to you. The Jesus
of the Modernists that some men
preach certainly isn't the Jesus
that I represent. The Jesus that is
represented in the Campbellite
church whereby they say you
must be baptized to be saved
surely isn't the Jesus that I
preach. The Jesus that you find
in the various churches which
preach falling from grace isn't the
Jesus that we represent, nor the
Jesus that I preach from Sunday
to Sunday. I say to you, there is
just as much ignorance and stu-
pidity, and spiritual blindness to-
day on the part of the religious
world, and the religious leaders
thereof, as there was in the days -
of the Apostle Paul. Therefore, I
come to the words of my text
whereby Paul says, "For we
preach not ourselves, but
Christ Jesus the Lord..."
and I say to you that it is my de-
sire today, and every day to hold

up the Jesus of the Bible, the
Jesus that Paul preached, and the
Christ that was crucified, and I
would like to turn through sev-
eral Scriptures and show you the
Jesus that Paul preached.

I. "For the preaching of
the cross is to them that
perish foolishness; but
unto us which are saved it
is the power of God. For it
is written, I will destroy
the wisdom of the wise,
and will bring to nothing
the understanding of the
prudent. Where is the
wise? where is the scribe?
where is the disputer of
this world? hath not God
made foolish the wisdom
of this world? For after
that in the wisdom of God
the world by wisdom knew
not God, it pleased God by
the foolishness of preach-
ing to save them that be-
lieve. For the Jews require
a sign, and the Greeks seek
after wisdom: But we
preach Christ crucified,
unto the Jews a stumbling
block, and unto the Greeks
foolishness" (I Cor. 1:18-23).
What Christ did Paul preach?

Not the Christ the Jews would
have liked to have heard about.
They were looking for a Christ
that would work miracles, a
Christ that was noted for his
signs, a Christ that was noted for
the miraculous. To be sure, He
did all that, but the Christ of the
Bible, the Christ of Paul, the
Christ who saves us folly, is
more than that. The Greeks were
seeking for wisdom.
No man amounted to anything

with the Greeks unless when he
preached he would sprinkle star-
dust over all of his audience. He
had to go higher than Missies
have ever gone with his oratory.
He had to ascend far beyond
where the astronauts have ever
been. He had to go into the skies
and knock stardust all over his
audience for them to think of him
as any preacher at all. Paul said,
"We are not dealing with you as
with Jews or as with Greeks; we
are preaching Christ crucified." It
was the simplest message that
was possible to have been
preached.
Beloved, what Paul preached

then is certainly true today, for
the majority of people think of
Christ and Him crucified as just
so much foolishness. You tell
men to reform. That enters into
the realm of something the indi-
vidual can do. You can tell men
to turn over a new leaf. That en-
ters into the same realm of
fleshly expression. You tell men
to join the church or to be bap-
tized. That enters into the realm
whereby man has something to
do with his salvation. But to tell
a man that he is saved by Jesus
and Him crucified, and only by
the crucifixion of Jesus Christ
to the average individual that is
just so much foolishness. In
fact, if the Holy Spirit of God
hasn't begun to work within a
man's heart, he will walk away
and say that it was a foolish
message.
I couldn't begin to tell you

how many individuals, especially
those who have had some of the
learning of this world who
have been taught so far as aca-
demic studies and scholastic
standing is concerned.
couldn't begin to tell you how
many individuals of like nature
have spurned the message of

Jesus and Him crucified, because
it seemed to them just so much
foolishness.

I say, beloved, you can tell a
man that there is something he
can do, or you can tell an indi-
vidual that there is something he
should do, and he will prick uP
his ears, and think that you are
surely preaching, but preach the

Jesus of the Bible, the Jesus that
was crucified for the sins of mell,
and the world at large looks upon
such preaching as so much fool'
ishness.

II. "For he hath made hiro
to be sin for us who knew
no sin; that we might he,
made the righteousness 01
God in him" (II Cor. 5:21).
What man is there of the world

who can understand such a Ws"
sage, yet it is the message that
has thrilled my heart and blessed
my soul thousands of tittles
through the years that have gone
by. I thank God for this fact that
Jesus Christ was made sin for S.

Beloved, God took Jesus Christ
to Calvary and there crucified

Him for my sins and your sins.
God took Jesus Christ to CalvarY
and treated Jesus Christ there ex'
actly like you and I ought to have
been treated. Beloved, the Son of

God went through the same suf;
fering at Calvary that you and
should have gone through. Yes'
as Paul says, "He hath mad:

him to be sin for us...,
The Lord Jesus Christ never diu
commit a single sin. Paul, in
referring to Him, said: " For

such an high priest becalne
us, who is holy, harmless,

undefiled, separate frool
sinners, and made higher
than the heavens" (Hob'
7:26).
There wasn't any sins in Ole

life of Jesus. He never commit"
ted one single sin in His life, Yeit
God took Jesus to the cross anu
treated Jesus just exactly like ev"
ery sinner ought to have been
treated. God treated Jesus jusi
like the drunkard ought to W.!
been treated, and just like the 10,
ought to have been treated, any
just like the murderer ought t4t)

have been treated. God treat°
Jesus just exactly like ever/
individual should have beent
treated. For what purpose? Tits,
He could treat us like JO'
Christ.
Oh, how I thank God all

praise Him for this fact, now Iliad
Jesus has died for my sins Of
God puts the righteousness (dyci
Jesus Christ over on me.
treats me today just exactly ,11"
Jesus Christ ought to have
treated. He got my sins; I got'

righteousness. Beloved, 00.11
the Christ of the Bible. In Pall,
day they said, "...He is a se,4
ter forth of strawon
gods..." You go out and teto
people how that you are going
heaven clothed in the rightedu;
ness of the Son of God, becoll.0
the Son of God was clothal ly
your sins at the cross, and °IL
will say that you, too, are a
forth of of strange gods.
III. "Christ hath redeerwede

us from the curse a ttio
law, being made a 011:0,
for us: for it is writt,;01
Cursed is every one
hangeth on a tree" ("'
3:13).
Ask the man of the world if lie

expects to go to heaven, all I y

is an intelligent man he will ssio
that he expects sometirhe tO

to heaven. Ask him a sec°.

(Continued on Page 12, Col. I)
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ifOr a drought upon the
:and, and upon the moun-
tains, and upon the corn,
and upon the new wine,
and upon the oil, and upon
that which the ground
beingeth forth, and upon
her,, and upon cattle, and
tlbon all the labour of thek
'Lands." (Haggai 1:10-11). The
Children of Israel were
exPeriencing a literal drought and
that because they had not taken
Care of their priorities. Beloved,
that is also true within our
churches today! Yes, preach the
doctrines of grace, the local
church, the pm-tribulation rapture
t)l. the Saints of God, holy living,
hut don't forget your responsibil-
itY in witnessing to the lost.
chat is not all, beloved, don't
:,nrget to put God first in your
're, family, and above all else,
Your church. Many a person to-

has felt the hand of God
touching their life, or the life of

Church and that because they
sbnad not put priorities in place.
17ill you? Third, their supplies
't'ad diminished sharply - "Since
'hose days were, when one
',4tne to an heap of twenty

igeasures, there were but
„en: when one came to the
i",tessfat for to draw out

y vessels out of the
t"l'ess, there were but
hWenty" (Haggai 2:16). Israel
,lacl not properly taken care of

ir God-given responsibilities
so, somehow in the provi-

ence of God, their goods seemed
I.° just diminish. Years ago, my
ather, Edward H. Alber noted

When he did not take care of
rkts, moral obligation to the Lord
s tithe), God found a way to

}Vieve him of it and much more.
when he took care of that one

ttle little matter, the rest of his
s t)tleY seemed to stretch and go
much farther. He could not

\s,tieve the difference, but his life
kria3,1 an example of how God can

does diminish our sustenance.
at is also true of a church that

4.11.11 not get involved in God's
tssion program. I have never

elliiderstood it, but the more a
tvklirch gives to missions;
th"ether it be local or world wide,
are more God provides in other
beta,. s• My home church did not
re;leve in missions and literally
‘se l,sed to have anything to do
•r:1"' it twenty some years ago.
kat Church nearly folded. Their
litet°r was not being paid and
tlih,r,allY, their membership had
so"unished and their natural re-
Nources were drying up. Last
trovethber, I received a letter
herl12 one of the old time mem-
hew' and she indicated that they
five are supporting some twenty-
presedifferent missionaries. The
go,„1-4 Pastor has been them for a

number of years and his
covarY would make most of us
thiriet• t ut they have put first
IhTligts first. To the best of my
%.1,341 knowledge, the church
thei s where we stand. Fourth,
•
heir 

land  was filled with plagues
"note you with blast-

wrth and with mildew and
Of hail in all the labours
turhYour hands; yet ye
1.,„rd "ed not to me, saith thev,.
qoci (Haggai 2:17). Literally,
th was•getn Placing His hand upon
tiqri as individuals and as a na-
Opdahrld that because of their sin.
s,elfiskelP us not to become so
inter,," in our own personal
the L'St that the things that countnot most are forgotten. God is

elle'eked! Wake up, beloved.

Plagues around you could be
God's way of saying, put your
house in order. Fifth, their selfish
service was totally unacceptable
unto the Lord - "If one bear
holy flesh in the skirt of
his garment, and with his
skirt do touch bread, or
pottage, or wine, or oil, or
any meat, shall it be holy?
And the priests answered
and said, No. Then said
Haggai, If one that is un-
clean by a dead body touch
any of these, shall it be
unclean? And the priests
answered and said, It shall
be unclean. Then answered
Haggai, and said, So is
this people, and so is this
nation before me, saith the
Lord; and so is every work
of their hands; and that
which they offer there is
unclean" (Haggai 2:12-14).
Beloved, there are many out in
this world serving the Lord and
that with a very selfish reason.
Some are in the Lord's business
and that because it is a good
business - one can make a good
paycheck. This preacher knows of
a "Baptist" preacher that gets paid
$45,000 dollars a year and lives
in a $200,000 home; flying
around in his personal jet with an
expense account that covers all
his expenses. Am I jealous? No!
This preacher could not and will
not compromise his doctrinal
position in order to pastor a
church of that kind. My point is
this, some are in the ministry
because there are big bucks to be
had. That kind of service is not
only selfish, but is totally
unacceptable to God. Now, don't
misunderstand me, if you pay
your pastor that kind of money
and he is faithful to the preaching
of the Word of God - fine! The
Bible does teach that a man of
God is worth his hire; double his
hire. The point is this, that ought
not be the motive for one going
into the business. Years ago, a
"Fundamental, Independent Bap-
tist Pastor" was offering a free
trip to the Bible lands to the one
who brought the most people to
his church. Today, that pastor is
averaging over 25,000 in Sunday
School and has a budget that
would stagger the imagination of
most of us. It is not my job to
judge this man or his motives,
rather God's! He says his only
objective is to get as many souls
saved as possible. I believe him.
But I do not agree with his
method or manner in which he
has gone about his task. Forgive
me if I am wrong, but many folk
are serving the Lord in that man's
church because of a selfish rea-
son. Many of the students are out
knocking on doors and that be-
cause they do not have a choice
in the matter. It is not because
they want to, but because they
have to or are wanting something
in turn. How many pastors today
are building large churches in or-
der to gain recognition or receive
an honorary Doctor of Divinity?
Too many! Beloved, their service
is unacceptable.
Beloved, failing in ones priori-

ties will bring disaster to God's
people and His church. Neverthe-
less, the Old Testament prophet,
Haggai would have us to follow
our priorities. First, we ought to
consider what our priorities really
are - "Now therefore thus
saith the Lord of hosts;
Consider your ways...
Thus saith the Lord of
hosts; Consider your
ways" (Haggai 1:5, 7). We need
to fix in our minds what is so
important. To examine very

carefully our ways. To attend to
our priorities. To take the time
and seriously deliberate over what
we ought to be doing and in so
doing, do it. Second, we need to
anticipate; to put to action our
priorities - "Go up to the
mountain, and bring wood,
and build the house; and I
will take pleasure in it,
and I will be glorified,
saith the Lord" •(Haggai 1:8).
Third, we need to obey - "Then
Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, and Joshua the
son of Josedech, the high
priest, with all the rem-
nant of the people, obeyed
the voice of the Lord their
God, and the words of
Haggai the prophet, as the
Lord their God had sent
him, and the people did
fear before the Lord"
(Haggai 1:12). Here, the second
and third point go hand in hand.
It is not good enough to think
upon doing right, but one must
do right. Following ones priori-
ties that are properly in line with
God's purpose and program
means doing! Obey. Do. Fourth,
reverence toward God - "And
the people did fear before
the Lord" (Haggai 1:12). Listen
to me, beloved, when one has
considered his priorities and thus
obeyed the Lord, there will auto-
matically be reverence for God.
One shry,-s his reverence toward
God when he does what the Lord
has commanded him to do. You
put your priorities in line and
then I can show you someone
who has proper action - "And
the Lord stirred up the
spirit of Zerubbabel the
son of Shealtiel, governor
of Judah, and the spirit of
Joshua the son of
Josedeck, the high priest,
and the spirit of all the
remnant of the people; and
they came and did work in
the house of the Lord of
hosts, their ,God" (Haggai
1:14). You see, the individual or
church family that has put first
things first are going to see the
blessings of Almighty God.
That brings us to our second

point in our message today, II.
PERSISTENCE. If there is
one thing that we need in the
Lord's churches today, it is per-
sistence. The average Christian
and the average congregation does
not find it all that necessary to be
persistent in their endeavors. To
the Jew, the sight of this new
Temple was an insignificant
sight - "Who is left among
you that saw this house in
her first glory? and how do
ye see it now? is it not in
your eyes in comparison of
it as nothing" (Haggai 2:3).
Compare Ezra 3:8-13. There was
no comparison, but then we are
not to be people who are moti-
vated by sight. The Apostle Paul
wrote to the church that was at
Corinth and said, "For we
walk by faith, not by
sight" (II Cor. 5:7). Beloved,
we are not to govern what is
success by the outward beauty or
apparent blessings of God. We
are to be persistent in our priori-
ties. Don't get yourself side
tracked by what you think some-
one else has called success. Con-
sider your priorities in the light
of God's revealed Word and then
be like the bull dog that refuses
to let go of his victim. God's
ways and ideas are not the same
as man's! The outward workings
of men are literally insignificant
when compared to what our God
would have. us to do. Why were
these men pdrsistent? Because of

the inspiring strength that they
had received from Almighty God
- "Yet now be strong, 0
Zerubbabel, saith the Lord;
and be strong, 0 Joshua,
son of Josedech, the high
priest; and be strong, all
ye people of the land,
saith the Lord, and work:
for I am with you, saith
the Lord of hosts: Accord-
ing to the word that I con-
venated with you when ye
came out of Egypt, so my
spirit remaineth among
you: fear ye not" (Haggai
2:4-5). God had promised them
that He would be with them and
take care of their every need.
Thus, He had given unto them in
a special way, His Holy Spirit.
They did not need to pray for the
Holy Spirit. God's Holy Spirit
today has been given unto all
born again people and that with-
out distinction. Therefore, we do
not need to pray for something
that we already have. In a very
special way, the Lord has given
to His "Church" the Holy Spirit.
Not every church that calls itself
a New Testament church is God's
chosen elect body! Not every
person who has received the Holy
Spirit (all believers today have
the Holy Spirit) today belongs
unto the Lord's Body! What a
blessing that is to us as individ-
ual believers and members of His
Church to know that we have the
abiding presence and help of the
Holy Spirit. So what, the New
Temple was not like that of
Solomon's. You see, it was gone
-- removed from them. Our
church may not be like it was a
few years ago. Our pastor may
not be able to preach like the one
we used to know -- but then, we
must remember that it was the
God of Heaven who called and
placed the present pastor. God
knows what we need today and
one thing is certain, yesterdays
man is not what we need today.
But the one thing that the present
pastor has and the church has in
common, the blessed Holy Spirit
to guide and direct their every
step. What an inspiring thought!
Yes, the same indwelling Holy
Spirit is with us and will direct
our path as we put our priorities
in order and are as persistent as
that bull dog.
III. PROSPERITY. What

everyone wants these days is to
be prosperous, but many are not
willing to pay the price to find it.
We talk about it! We write about
it! We dream about it! But very
few find prosperity these days.
But Haggai wanted these people
to know that there was a day
coming in which they would see
it. When the truth of the matter
is out, one will only see it when
God gives it. Israel will see it
when God shakes the Gentile na-
tions - "For thus saith the
Lord of hosts; Yet once, it
is a little while, and I will
shake the heavens, and the
earth, and the sea, and the
dry land; And I will shake
all nations, and the desire
of all nations shall come:
and I will fill this house
with glory, saith the Lord
of hosts" (Haggai 2:6-7).
Compare verse 21 of this same
chapter. When will all of this be
done? In God's good time and not
before. During the millennial
reign of Jesus Christ all of this
will take place and the glory of
God will then be greater than it
was in the days of Solomon. See
Haggai 2:9. Then, God will bless
(vs. 19). You see, we need to
know and understand this, God
has not promised to us blessing

today, rather a sword or persecu-
tion. Prosperity can only take
place when God has been placed
on the throne of David and He is
given His rightful place as King
of kings. Nevertheless, we do not
intend to say that God is not
blessing today, for He most cer-
tainly is! The difference is this,
now God is working through His
Church, not Israel. The church of
God has never taken the place of
Israel and never will. What God
promised to Israel will come to
pass! Rest assured on that fact.
The principle of truth is here and
so the application is this: God
will bless His own even when
there is nothing if we will learn
to put our priorities in the right
place. Beloved, if you will put
God first, the order of the Holy
Scriptures is this: God will take
care of all your needs. The ulti-
mate triumph belongs unto our
great God. Just as He will some
day in the future bring blessing
and honor to His chosen people
Israel, God will give to those
who have followed Him, ultimate
victory. God will triumph over
evil (Haggai 2:22) and for good
(Haggai 2:23).

Conclusion: Yesterday's voice
gives to us a certain amount of
courage. Haggai exhorted the
people to put first things first,
and they did. Therefore, just as
God was faithful to His spoken
Word then, He will be faithful to
His spoken Word today. Brethren,
let us speak up and challenge
God's elect body, His Church!
Let's rise up and build the House
of God, and by that I do not mean
the house in which the church
meets. May God bless your heart
as you think upon this message
and may you be found doing even
as Israel, obeying the voice of
God.

WHY
(Continued from Page 1)

eirth, with the ministry of
pointing mankind back to Him,
or are we the mere products of
nature, with only personal satis-
faction, survival, and reproduc-
tion mattering?
The Christian should also rec-

ognize that evolution is bad
Scripture., Belief in long-age
evolution requires twisting of
Scriptural references in Genesis
1, Exodus 20:11, Psalm 19:1,
Romans 1:20, Romans 8:20-22,
Colossians 1:15-20, Hebrews
11:3, II Peter 3:3-6, etc.
Because it doesn't match with
Scripture, evolution is bad theol-
ogy. If evolution is true, then
death preceded sin and cannot be
its penalty, and therefore Christ's
death did not pay that penalty.
One's view of God is distorted
when viewed through
evolutionary glasses. The
concept of billions of years of
evolutionary meandering and
extinction is inconsistent with
God's omnipotence, omniscience,
purposiveness, loving nature, and
even His grace.

Lastly, one's personal relation-
ship to God is related to origins.
The Bible teaches us to worship
God for His creative majesty
(Revelation 4:11, etc.). I would
have a difficult time in prayer if I
didn't believe in creation and
wasn't able to praise Him as
Creator. Our life's work should
be to fulfill God's purpose in

(Continued on Page 12, Col. 1)
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Unpardoned sin will murder peace

WHY
(Continued from Page 11)

creation, for we were created as
beings on whom He could
shower His love and grace, and
respond to Him in reciprocal love
and obedient service.
Let us not neglect to acknowl-

edge Him as Creator, Author of
Scripture, and King of our lives
and thoughts.

PAUL
(Continued from Page 10)

question: "On what basis are you
expecting to go to heaven?", and
he will say, "Well, I am not a
very bad man. Oh, once in a
while I do something that is
wrong, but I am not a very bad
man." What is he depending
upon? He is depending upon
himself what he does or what
he doesn't do. What is he
depending upon? The fact that he
himself is living to the best of
his ability. Go further and ask
him if he has ever violated the
law one single time, and every
man in his right mind will admit
that there has been sometime or
other in his life when he has
violated God's law. Then,
beloved, bring to him this Scrip-
ture in Galatians 3:10 which
says, "For as many as are of
the works of the law are
under the curse: for it is
written, Cursed is every
one that continueth not in
all things which are writ-
ten in the book of the law
to do them" If he has violated
the law one time, the curse of the
law is resting upon him.
How is he going to get rid of

that curse? As Paul has said,
"Christ hath redeemed us
from the curse of the law,
being made a curse for
us..."
I tell you, my brother, my

sister, there is just one way that a
man can be saved. There is only
one way that any man can come
to heaven. It is not by the
keeping of the law, and not by
what he does, but it is on the
basis of the redemption that we
have in Christ Jesus, for Christ
hath redeemed us from the curse
of the law.
Can you imagine preaching a

message like that in some towns?
Can you imagine standing on the
street corner with a voice suffi-
cient that all the people of the
town might be able to hear every
word that you would say? When
you had finished, beloved, they
would say that you are a setter
forth of strange gods when you
talk about Christ redeeming us.
They would say„ "We have to
quit our meanness, and we have
to turn over a new leaf, and we
have to live it if we are going to
get to heaven." No, no, beloved.
If you are saved, there will be a
turning over a new leaf, there
will be a reformation, there will
be a change in the way in which
you have been living, but those
things come because you have
been saved. They come because
you have been redeemed from the
curse of the law. They don't help
to save you, but they are fruits
that come as a result of your sal-
vation that was wrought by Jesus
Christ.
IV. Blessed be the God
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and Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiri-
tual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ: Accord-
ing as he hath chosen us
in him before the founda-
tion of the world, that we
should be holy and without
blame before him in love"
(Eph. 1:3,4).

Notice, beloved, all the bless-
ings that we have, we get by be-
ing in Christ. God has put all
His spiritual blessings in Jesus
Christ. And if you read the bal-
ance of the chapter you will find
that he mentions seven particular
blessings that are ours; election
(verse 4), when he talks about
how we have been chosen; adop-
tion (verse 5), when he tells how
we have been adopted into God's
family; redemption (verse 7),
when he tells how we have been
redeemed from our sins because
we have forgiveness of sins.
Then as we go further in the 11th
verse we find that we have an in-
heritance, in the 13th verse we
find that we are sealed and can't
lose our salvation, and in the
14th verse we find that God gives
us an earnest, or a pledge, or a
sample of what we are going to
have after while, right here in
this world while we are still liv-
ing here. All of these blessings
were given of God to Christ Je-
sus, and we get them by being in
Christ Jesus.
Oh, but the world doesn't be-

lieve like that. First of all, the
world doesn't believe anything
about election. The world would
spurn the doctrine of election and
the doctrine of redemption and
forgiveness. The world would
spurn these spiritual blessings to
begin with, but these blessings
that we have are all blessings that
we get in Christ Jesus. God has
given those to Jesus Christ, and
we get them by being in Jesus as
our Saviour.
Beloved, that is the Jesus of

the Bible. That is the Jesus that
Paul preached. No wonder that
they said of the Apostle Paul,
"Let's see what this babbler has
to say. He seems to be a setter
forth of strange gods." It is no
wonder that they said concerning
the Apostle Paul that the Jesus
he preached was a strange Jesus.
I tell you, beloved, the world
would still say the same thing
concerning the Jesus that we
preach, which was the same Jesus
that Paul preached.
V. "In whom we have re-

demption through his
blood, even the forgive-
ness of sins: ...And, hav-
ing made peace through the
blood of his cross, by him
to reconcile all things
unto himself; by him, I
say, whether they be
things in earth, or things
in heaven" (Col. 1:14, 20).
Notice, we have redemption

through His blood, we have for-
giveness of sins, and we have
peace through the blood of the
cross. Do you believe that? You
say, "Brother Gilpin, if that be
true, then what is left for the
sinner to do?" I'll tell you,
beloved. You furnish the sinner
and God will do the saving; that
is all. Jesus Christ redeemed us
through His blood, we have for-
giveness of sins in Jesus Christ,
and we have had peace made for
us by the blood of His cross.
Haven't you heard people say,

"Have you made your peace with
God?" Well, beloved, you
haven't. I'll tell you frankly, you
never have made your peace with
God. You are saved. I grant you

that. You have been redeemed,
I'll grant you that is true. You
have forgiveness of your sins, I'll
grant you that that is true. But
you have never made your peace
with God because you can't make
peace with God. Rather, it was
God who made peace for you.
Paul says, "...having made
peace through the blood of
his cross..."
When Paul was at Thessalonica

he was preaching Jesus. They
just didn't understand what he had
to say. Beloved, the world today
doesn't understand what Paul had
to say when he says that Christ
has made peace for us. I chal-
lenge you to speak to somebody
about his peace with God and see
if that individual does not try to
tell you how he made his peace
with God. Rather, God made
peace at the cross for sinners.

VI. "By so much was Je-
sus made a surety of a
better testament" (Heb.
7:22).
Yes, beloved, He was made a

surety. He signed your note. He
knew you couldn't hold out. He
knew you would never be able to
hold out faithful to the end. I am
amused quite often when I hear
somebody pray and say, "Lord,
help me to hold out faithful to
the end." I tell you, beloved, if it
depends on us to hold out faithful
to the end, we would never go to
Heaven. We would never be
saved. But how are we going to
get there? Well, this text tells
us, for it says, "By so much
was Jesus made a surety of
a better testament."
The word for "surety" is the

word for "co-signer." Figura-
tively, He went on our note. He
signed with us. He guarantees
our salvation. He was made a
surety or a guarantor for our sal-
vation.
VII. "But this man, be-

cause he continueth •ever,
hath an unchangeable
priesthood. Wherefore he
is able also to save them
to the uttermost that come
unto God by him, seeing
he ever liveth to make in-
tercession for them" (Heb.
7:24, 25).
Thank God, the priesthood of

Jesus Christ is an unchangeable
priesthood. It doesn't- change.
The word "unchangeable" is
literally "unalterable," and it ac-
tually means that it doesn't pass
to another. It actually means that
this priesthood of Jesus Christ
can't be transferred from one
individual to another.
There are some folk who say

that Pope John XXIII is the
267th successor to Simon Peter.
They say that Jesus handed His
priesthood over to Peter, Simon
Peter to someone else, and
someone else to someone, down
to Pope John XXIII, the 267th
successor to Simon Peter.
Beloved, listen to me, that is just
267 lies. The priesthood of Jesus
Christ is an unchangeable, unal-
terable priesthood. It is one that
isn't abrogated. It is one that
isn't handed over to somebody
else. Rather, it remains in the
hands of Jesus Christ forever, and
because of that, we can say that
"he is able also to save
them to the uttermost that
come unto God by him,
seeing he ever liveth to
make intercession for
them." How I thank and praise
Him that there isn't any case too
hard for Him. He is able to save
to the uttermost. How vile are
you? How much sin do you
have? I can see a man who would
announce to this world that he is

CAN YOU IMAGINE THIS?
A new creature continuing his old life style? "Therefore

if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old
things are passed away; behold, all things are be'
come new" (II Cor.5:17).

the vilest man within the world.
If I could find such a man that
God would point to and say that
he is the vilest man within the
world, I would still put my arm
around him and say, "Brother,
there may be hope for you in Je-
sus Christ. The only hope that
any man can have is that Jesus
Christ is able to save to the ut-
termost them that come unto God
by Him." A man can't be too bad
for Jesus Christ to save him.
The great English preacher,

Philip Doddridge, was interested
in a man who had been accused of
stealing a sheep. English laws,
as you may know, are much
more severe and strict than
American laws. This man was
proven guilty of stealing sheep.
I think, perhaps, he even con-
fessed to it himself. Philip Dod-
dridge did everything within his
power to save the man from the
gallows, but they hung him for
the crime of stealing. As they
took him from the prison and
started to the gallows with him,
he asked that he might be taken
by the home of Philip Doddridge.
He said to Mr. Doddridge, "I want
to thank you for what you did and
for all the efforts you have made
in my behalf. I just want to
thank you for what you did, but
you couldn't save me." What
Philip Doddridge did was not
enough.
Brother, sister, listen to me, no

man will be able to look up in
the face of Jesus Christ and say,
"I thank you for what you did,
but you) couldn't save me." No
man will be able to say, "You
couldn't save me because I was
too vile Since this Scripture says
that. "...He is able also to
save them to the utter-
most.."
Go find the man who is a

drunkard. Go find the man who
wallows in the filth of the world.
Go find the man who doesn't
know what it is to tell the truth,
and who doesn't know what it is
to speak unless he blasphemes
the name of God. Put your arm
around him and tell him about
Jesus who died for his sins. I tell
you, He is able to save to the
uttermost. Not a man will be

able to look up in His face and
say, "You tried to save me, but

you couldn't."
I don't tell men to turn over a

new leaf. I don't tell men that if

they will try hard that God Pa;
haps will meet them halfway. '
don't tell men to take the first

step and the Lord Jesus will take
the second. Rather, I tell than
that there is only one ,way of sal-
vation and that is the way of the
Bible. That is the Jesus that
Paul preached. When you preach
Him the world at large thinks

you are a setter forth of a strange
god, but the God that you set
forth is the same God that saved

Paul and He is the same God that
saved you.

CONCLUSION
In closing, I think about the

Jesus of the Bible, the Jesus that,
Paul preached, and I am remindee

how the Apostle Paul said to the
churches of Galatia: "...there

be some that trouble yollf

and would pervert the
gospel of Christ. Bat,
though we, or an ange'
from heaven, preach an/
other gospel unto you than
that which we have

preached unto you, let hiln
be accursed" (Gal. 1:7, 8).
Like the Apostle Paul, I point

to that man who says you can he
saved by going down into the
water, or that man who says You
can be saved by slipping up to a

little peephole and confessing

your sins to a man on the other

side of a partition who has just as

many sins as you have, or to that
individual who says that Christ
saves you from your sins to start
with and you have to keep You,„r'
self saved thereafter. I come
that man and I say to him, '1°u
are preaching another gosPel
You are not preaching the gosPel

that the Apostle Paul preached'

and the Word of God says, '6°,1
hell.— That is exactly where tna

preacher is going. Any man w 1
doesn't preach the Christ than
Paul preached any man
does not present the Christ ale

was preached by the Apo°
Paul, let that man be accursed.
May God bless you!

HAVE YOU PRAYED TODAY?
Have you prayed today?
Have you asked your heavenly Father,
To guide you along your way?
Temptations are so great out there,
As we stumble along our way,
I ask you again, my brother,
Have you prayed today?
There are so many who are wandering
Down the worldly road to sin,
They act as if Jesus,
had never been their friend.
Well let me tell you brother,
That this is not the end,
When Jesus comes to get us,
You'll wish He was your friend.
He'll take us home to heaven,
And give us our rewards,
And there we'll live forever,
Rejoicing ever more.
So if you have neglected prayer,
And visits with our Lord,
I suggest you repent of your sin,
And turn once again,
To Jesus Christ our Lord.

--Ruby Beard
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