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THE MAGIC IS GONE
by Ray Waugh, Sr.
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then goes on to explain the reaction of the people. He says,
"They would stare at him, hesitate, look away, look at each
other, and then at him again, then
hurriedly continue on their
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ways."
One of those who would suffer
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this experience inquired, "But
"To the low and to the testimony; if they speak not according to this word,
how did he know?" Dr. Menit is because there is no light in them"—Isaiah 8:20.
ninger who obviously was wonderfully schooled in the Word of
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God even as he had been in
medicine and psychiatry wisely
went on to say that: "The solemn
accuser on the Chicago street
by John R. Gilpin
their experiences. Nebuchadnezzar
corner has had many predecessors.
passage
The
Scripture
of
from
was king over the whole world.
In the eighth to sixth centuries
the second chapter of the book of He was the first worldwide emB.C. peripatetic exhorters held
Daniel,shows Nebuchadnezzar as peror. I can imagine that Nebforth in thriving Palestinian vilthe king of Babylon.
uchadnezzar naturally wondered,
lages attracting large and attentive
Acts 3:25
I presume that most all of you "What's going to happen when
John M. Alber, Pastor
crowds. To their listeners these
are cognizant of the fact that God
"Ye are the children of
earnest young men likewise cried
chose the Jewish people as His
'guilty' and proclaimed omi- the prophets, and of the own race. They
occupy a peculiar
nously that for all the general
position in the mind of God -- so
prosperity, sin was prevalent
much so that God referred to
thereabouts which, unacknowlthem in the Old Testament as the
edged and unrepented, would
"apple of His eye." Yet, beloved,
bring dire consequences. These
because of their sin, the Jews
men were ignored, ridiculed as
forfeited their privilege and their
alarmists, jailed as trespassers, or
position, and accordingly, they
driven from the country. In the
were carried captive into Babylon,
course of time, their predictions
because of the sins of which they
were fulfilled and their countries
were guilty. The Word of God
were annihilated."
very definitely tells us in the
John R. Gilpin
Is it possible that messages of
books of Kings and Chronicles of
the prophets of God in every
the sins that the Jews stood I'm gone?" As he lay upon his
John M. Alber
generation have been similarly
guilty of, and how that God bed one day, the thought came to
ignored, and with similar if not covenant which God made caused them to go into captivity him concerning his majesty, his
identical results? Throughout my with our fathers, saying in Babylon with Nebuchadnezzar might, the extent of his domain,
young life while regularly in at- unto Abraham, and in thy as the then king of Babylon.
and he wondered, "What's going
(Continued on Page 9, Col.4)
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 4)
(Continued on Page 8, Col. 1)
This book of Daniel tells of
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THE UNBELIEF OF THOMAS
man; as to teach us the kind of
by Alexander Carson
"Blessed are they that evidence that God accounts suffihave not seen, and yet cient for His saving truth. Why
was one of the disciples absent?
have believed" (John 20:29).
It is remarkable that one of the Why was this disciple Thomas?
disciples should have been absent The narrative itself affords an anfrom the assembly on such an swer to both questions. God's
interesting occasion as the ap- providence intended to give us a
pearing of Christ in its midst af- specimen of unbelief even in His
ter His resurrection. (John 20). own people. Thomas was
What was the cause of his ab- particularly incredulous, therefore
sence it would be worse than he was the person fitted to act the
useless to conjecture. But the in- part designed for him on this octention of providence in it is casion. If Thomas was afterwards
obvious. It was to display the convinced, there is no room left
natural unbelief, as to the things for captiousness to allege that the
of God, that is in the heart of fact of Christ's resurrection was

received by the disciples on slight
grounds, without sufficient evidence and caution.
The unbelief of Thomas was
unreasonable and sinful in a degree beyond expression. Why did
he not believe the united testimony of the other apostles? He
should have received the testimony of any one of them. Unbelief justly exposed him to eternal
condemnation. Has Thomas a license for unbelief, more than any
other of the human race? Must he
not be liable to condemnation on

THE PRIMACY
OF PRAYER
by Alfred Smith
4. Where is there scriptural
example or precept to teach anyone to pray for the salvation of
the wicked or for sinners to be
born again?"
"And he spake a parable
unto them to this end, that
men ought always to pray,
and not to faint" (Luke
18:1).
We are not invited to pray, we
are commanded to pray. It is
very scriptural to pray and is as

(Continued on Page 6, Col. 1)
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I am debtor both
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alb
' as much as in me is, I
hs- ready to preach the
111
)0 to you that are at
4s4Ce also. For I am not
ChtIttled of the gospel of
st: for it is the power
erer''Ocl unto salvation to
to --di one that believeth;
to t`hile Jew first, and also
Greek. For therein
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SOUL WINNING AND THE
DOCTRINES OF GRACE
"And how I kept back
nothing that was profitable
unto you, but have shewed
you, and have taught you
publicly, and from house
to house, Testifying both
to the Jews, and also the
Greeks, repentance toward
God, and faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ...For I
have not shunned to declare unto you all the
counsel of God" (Acts 20:2021,27).
Since soul winning and the
doctrines of grace are taught in
the Word of God, I must teach
them both if I declare "all the
counsel of God." Also, since

both are taught in the Word of
God, there can be no conflict between them.
There is an imagined conflict
between these Biblical truths.
This conflict is agitated by the
Arminians. They insist that the
doctrines of grace cannot be true
because, as they think, they are
contrary to soul winning. Sadly,
this conflict is sometimes agitated by some sovereign grace
preachers because they think that
the doctrines of grace are contrary
to soul winning. This conflict is
often aided and abetted by the fact
that many Sovereign Gracers are
not soul winners; therefore, the
Arminians draw the false

Alfred Smith

conclusion that our doctrines
oppose the winning of souls. A
major purpose of this message is
to show that there is absolutely
no conflict between soul winning
and the doctrines of grace; rather
there is a close connection
between them when both are
properly understood.
What are the doctrines of grace?
They can be easily remembered
by taking the word "TULIP," and
letting each letter stand for one of
these precious, wonderful, and
Biblical truths. The "T" stands
for Total Depravity: that man is
depraved in every part of his

natural as breathing on the part of
persons who are regenerated. If
in terms of theological determinism, all things have been decreed
to be or not to be (not to be confused with fatalism) by God's infinite omniscience, why bother to
pray?
We simply must pray because
it is the inner propensity of the
new nature which God creates
when He regenerates us. It is a
super-natural by-product of the
new birth. It is not, "Do I have
to pray?" It is, "I want very much
to pray because I have an innate
desire to do so."
Through prayer we discover the
will of God, we do not change

(Continued on Page 2, Col. 1)
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preach all of them. I spell them
out. I explain them so that men
will know that I am preaching
them. I preach them frequently. I
preach them strongly. They permeate my preaching. I love these
truths most dearly. I think that
the record of my preaching and
writing for the past many years
bears out what I have said here.
There is no real conflict between these truths and soul
winning, but there is an imagined
one. I want to show you that
there is no real conflict here. I
want to show you that these two

Joe Wilson

truths are not enemies; rather,
they are the best of friends. Let
me start out by making what
many might consider a startling
statement: soul winning is what
the doctrines of grace are all
about. Ponder that a while. Stay
with me as we consider this
statement. Just look at the matter
in general. The doctrines of grace
are all about the matter of lost
sinners being eternally saved - is
this not so? We start out with
totally depraved mankind. We end
up with a multitude that no man
can number, clothed in white
robes, rejoicing before the throne
(Continued from Page 1)
of God and in the presence of
depraved in every part of his God. How does this wonder come
being and cannot and will not about. It comes about by reason
save or help save himself. He is of the doctrines of grace. These
dead in trespasses and sins. The doctrines start with totally
"U" stands for Unconditional depraved sinners and end up with
Election: that, out of totally glorified saints - and that is
depraved mankind, God eternally salvation, that is soul winning.
and unconditionally elected a There is no conflict here. The
multitude and predestinated them doctrines of grace are the way in
to be the recipients of eternal which God brings about the winsalvation. The "L" stands for ning of souls.
Limited Atonement: that Jesus
Let us examine this in some
Christ died effectually and detail. Total Depravity teaches us
savingly for, and only for, the that men are lost and undone, and
elect of God. All for whom He that their greatest need is that of
died will most assuredly be eter- being saved. Unconditional Elecnally saved. The "I" stands for Ir- tion teaches us that God has
resistible Grace: that the Holy elected a vast multitude from
Spirit will irresistibly and effica- among totally depraved sinners to
ciously call all those elected by be eternally saved. Limited
the Father and redeemed by the Atonement teaches us that Christ
Son to the experience of salva- died for a vast multitude of totion. The Father "thought" it, the tally depraved sinners, thus
Son "bought" it, and the Spirit securing and assuring their eternal
"wrought" it. The Spirit applies salvation. Irresistible Grace
the purposed and purchased teaches us that the Holy Spirit
salvation to the elected individu- works, using the gospel, effectuals. The "P" stands, not for ally and brings a great multitude
"preservation"
but - for to the glorious experience of the
"Perseverance" : that all those saving grace of God - an experisaved by the effectual work of the ence that a totally depraved sinner
Spirit will persevere in repen- could never know without the eftance, faith, and holiness and are fectual work of the Holy Spirit.
eternally saved.
Perseverance teaches us that the
Please know that I adamantly life the Holy Spirit gives in rebelieve these doctrines. I have generation (using the gospel to
never even wavered on them since do so) is a life that will endure
I first believed them. The Holy forever. Its activities and effects
Spirit, using the Word, has will keep on keeping on. It is a
taught me these truths; and they life that is characterized by
are very precious to my soul. I repentance, faith, and holiness;
would not give a one of them up, and it will continue through all
or even dilute a one of them for life with those characteristics ten thousand worlds. They have and of course, eternally therewith.
been wrought into my soul by Now, how could these doctrines
the blessed Holy Spirit, and I of grace that constitute and set
would not part with them for forth the way in which God saves
anything. I preach these truths. I sinners ever possibly be in conflict with the saving of sinners the winning of souls? Again I
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
say that soul winning is what the
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doctrines of grace are all about.
PAGE TWO
Now, get this point very care-

SOUL

fully: The doctrines of grace
should not be used as an excuse,
and cannot be used as justification for not winning souls. I
greatly fear that many sovereign
grace people (one of them being
Joe Wilson) have at times done
this. I would here urge every
reader to examine himself as to
this. I readily admit that there is
in the doctrines of grace the
possibility for such a perversion
as this. A man may say to himself (or he may act this without
even daring to say it) that the
elect are going to be saved no
matter what I do, and the nonelect are not going to be saved no
matter what I do; therefore I just
will not do anything. A man
may, in this way, seek to excuse
his doing nothing in the great
work of winning souls to Jesus
Christ; but this is a perversion
and misuse of the doctrines of
grace. Let me illustrate.
A farmer knows that having a
good harvest is in the hands of
the Lord. It is up to the Lord as
to having a bountiful harvest.
There are things beyond the
farmer's control, under God's
sovereign control, that determine
the harvest. So, the farmer just
sits idly by and waits for God to
give a good harvest. He will not
plough, he will not plant, he will
not cultivate; he just leaves it all
in the hands of the Lord. What
will happen? That farmer will
have no harvest, and deservedly
so. Will any man blame God because such a farmer did not have a
good harvest? Will we rather not
blame the farmer? Of course, God
is sovereign over the sun, over
the rain, over the different matters
that enter into a good harvest; but
the farmer is responsible to
plough, plant, and cultivate; and
if he does not do these things, he
will have no harvest.
The unsaved person says that if
he is elect he will be saved no
matter what; and if he is not
elect, he will not be saved no
matter what he does. So, he decides to just give the matter no
further thought. He will just go
on in his sins and leave it all in
the hands of the Lord as to
whether or not he ever gets saved.
The man who continues through
life with that attitude will wind
up in hell. We would all rebuke
such a man. We would give him
the gospel, we would preach
against his sins, we would tell
him that he must repent and believe in Jesus Christ in order to
be saved. We would say that the
doctrines of grace do not justify
such an attitude on the part of the
unsaved man.
Now,apply this to the believer
who is not seeking to win souls.
He says that if God has elected a
man to be saved, that man will
be saved even if the believer
never does anything to bring this
about. He says, "I don't need to
pray for that man, I don't need to
witness to him, if God is going
to save him, He will do it no
matter what I do or don't do." He
says, "If that man is not one of
the elect, he will not be saved no
matter how much I pray for him,
how much I witness to him, or
how much I urge him to be
saved." Such a man is perverting
the doctrines of grace to excuse
his sinful disobedience to the
Word of God, and he is ignoring
many other portions of the Bible.
My friend, you would be better
off to just admit that you are deliberately disobeying God rather
than to try to use some of God's
precious truths to seek to excuse
your disobedience. Of course, you
would really be better off to start
obeying God's Word and seeking

to win souls to Jesus Christ.
Now, what would you say to
the farmer described above? What
would you say to the unsaved
man described above? More important, what would you say to
the believer described above?
Again I say that the doctrines of
grace should not be used as an
excuse, and cannot be used as
justification for not winning
souls. I think that many of us

need to give this matter
very serious thought.
I wish I could burn the foll(P,
ing statement into all of Ou
hearts. We do not win souls
cause we do not try to win sour
When we have tried and tried
tried, it will be time enough I.
look for some other reason. WI
that again. It is foolish, if (),(
wicked, for us to use t'
(Continued on Page 3, Col. I)
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"Not by works of righteousness which we have clo!°
but according to his mercy he saved us, by the was111111'
of regeneration, and the renewing of the Holy 61105,
Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ 1,
Saviour; That being justified by his grace, we should 4,
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life" (Tit.3:'
7).
total Di
Now, let us see what some of our modern theologians would do
(trance
this Scripture. Mercy is one thing and grace is something else. You s; Shows
we are saved by His mercy, but we are justified by His grace. Well, !hereof.
have regeneration, and that is without the gospel. Later on, we WI It such
salvation! and salvation is with the gospel. But we must also uncle, dead an,
stand that salvation by the gospel is time salvation, while eta!, therefor
salvation is without the gospel. Then we must be sure to separate ;
a 1c0g it tc
washing of regeneration from the renewing of the Holy Ghost. 111, le,ctual
we must understand that later on we are justified. Then sometime la:, that us(
we are made heirs. We must be sure to separate all these things. Ill
sPiritua
Scripture, we have salvation, the washing of regeneration, the renevil; no h i n(
of the Holy Ghost, and justification. We must put each of these
sPiritua
proper place and order. We must tell which of these are done by or04 40
him
the gospel, and which are done without the gospel. We must dividefty
these things properly. (a parody) This is how many modern thee'
gians would handle this Scripture.
great n
Oh, we have had so many problems and so much division lately
Litriite(
Ii
men dividing what is really not divisible. Men trying to decide vil; (trance
goes where, and how each part is accomplished. We have had so Inavl
Christ
problems over men dividing up the salvation experience into diffel/
This, in
parts.
(4 the d
Brother Dan Phillips is a wise old East Tennessee hillbilly. He
the trut
something like this to me recently, "Brother Joe, we did not have:il
°Ile an(
these problems until some of us started dividing these things up." Vluo
'e save
said, Brother Phillips. We used to talk about salvation. We used to / and I
about the salvation experience. We had great harmony. We did not
Jesus d
all this division about the salvation experience. We did not have
not trui
these problems. But then men started dividing things up, and we s
tell eve
having problems, and we started having broken fellowship, or less
fellowship.
desire
First I heard that men are regenerated, or born again, and later on ttic'
this wa
are saved. It might be a very short time or a very long time, but theot tte.d Au
was a time when a man was a born again child of God, but he vias,
ti
w
saved; he was impenitent and unbelieving. Back then, when I first he''
Is 00 h
this, it was said that regeneration was with the gospel. I wrote sc31 / for
this
friends who held this. I warned them that their doctrine was openingo ‘Kvionini
door for the Hardshells. Sadly, I have lived to see my prophecy fulfil] ha eersev
I have seen men enter through the door of the "time lapse" theory rig
soul w
into Hardshellism.
sweet E
Some men say a man is quickened and later on he is converted'
tiC41 to
man says that the new birth is divided up into regeneration and con
:
. 00 \-hrist
sion. One man says that there is conception, the giving of life wiu'o fa
riend,
the gospel; and later on there is the bringing of that life to birth hYooj '.4
1ctrin
gospel. One man says that regeneration is divided into quickening cof Ill
conversion; that the gospel is not used in the quickening, but is use, 0.
conversion. A popular division is between regeneration and conversTr `30d A
there is a book on the subject. This teaches that one is regenerateuo CCIrrleS
Wrong.
the Spirit without the gospel, and later on that one is converted hY •
use of the gospel. There is the division between eternal salvation s ai \leWS1
is
out the gospel and time salvation with the gospel. One man wri1e3
) glnder
over forty ways to be saved. One man divides between regenerat1o.11
,
being born again. Yes, Dan, you hit the nail on the head; we dlI;he,$ (heir
have all the problems we now have until men started making all P.
With a
divisions.
tritths
Might I suggest that there is the salvation experience. Might I,,Si
,6
gest that we might call this one salvation experience: regeneratTe
.W!Ines
being born again, or conversion without trying to draw detailed arlu.,0
Ing to
tinct differences between these things - might I just suggest the
‘
t vn th
consideration? I do not say that there is no distinction whatsoever/ hut w
tween these terms, but I am asking if men have not clouded anctiO
441 or
heiiev
plicated the matter by their detailed and minute dividing of these
gospel
I
even
Could
hint that men sometimes get too smart for the ,
0t be
good? Could I just suggest that men sometimes try to read berlea'
surface and try to see things that are not there?
d
is
wr(
A 0°
I have grieved greatly over these matters. I have fought bar- if?
"°ctri
these things. I have been severely criticized over these things. I vii0 !tothin
had good friends turn against me because I would not go alorlig
PrePer
the fre
their finely drawn, hair-splitting dealing with these things. I die
to all
grown weary of men teaching that a man is regenerated with,
ti ji.411
gospel, and later on he is saved by the gospel - and many such
'
1 510
. Ma.
tittle
fables coming from the minds of men. I believe that Dan PhilliP
betwe
hit on something here,"We did not have all this trouble until WE
old)
a
all this dividing of things." Maybe, we ought to listen to the
this
11 d 5i)
wisdom from this East Tennessee hillbilly. I, for one, would ;
the dc
get away from all these hair splitting dividings that have calls,01"
many problems, so many heartaches, and so many divisions
shells
not ti
lowship. What think you, my brothers, could Brother Dan have'00
natur
thing here? Could this be a glimmer of light on a path that couldijoil:
us back to closer and better fellowship? I don't know, but I 613
that ti
Dreac
that Dan hit the nail on the head.

Any temptation will prove too strong for the man who thinks himself too strong for any temptation.
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(Continued from Page 2)

doctrines of grace to justify our
not winning souls when we are
not even trying to do so. It is
sinful to seek to use such
Precious truths to seek to excuse
°Lir disobedience to the Lord.
,,The doctrines of grace are riot a
'undrance to soul winning. God
teaches both of these; therefore
theY cannot be contradictory;
neither can one be a real hindrance to the other. Even if these
ve dolle doctrines should be a hindrance to
washor
soul winning, it would be our
y Gh°51 atitY to obey God in seeking to
hrist 01 WM souls and to leave the results
hould
‘vith the Lord. Let us look at this
somewhat in detail. Of course,
Total Depravity cannot be a hiniId do 04 rance to winning souls, for it
e. You se., shows forth the great need
Well
ereof. Yet, one might consider
[, we
it such by saying that men are
lso ufl (lead and cannot hear the gospel;
ile ete1114.
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renewir! no hindrance. Unconditional
hese
Spiritual life, so this doctrine is
by or
,
1.,10 hindrance. Unconditional
. divide
.lection is no hindrance to soul
rn the°1`. winning,
for it assures us that a
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lesshe uesire to be saved." Handled in
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!his way, the doctrine of a Lim, but tJ
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43111. winning. Effectual Calling
first bejri
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rote
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,1'inning effective and successful.
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eory rig'
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sc'ul winning, for it gives the
:.Weet assurance of eternal salva"°11 to all who will receive Jesus
id conve4 Christ as Lord and Saviour. My
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saved. This is wily the Old Hardshells are anti-evangelism and
anti-missionary. This leads the
New Hardshells to formulate a
different purpose for the preaching of the gospel. The New
Hardshells are those (many still
wrongfully claim to be Missionary Baptists) who believe that regeneration is without the gospel,
but that the regenerated will hear
and believe the gospel before
death - the Old Hardshells believe
one may never hear the gospel
until in heaven. The New Hardshells have, as I said, formulated
a new purpose for the preaching
of the gospel. They say the
goSpel is not used in the giving
of life, but it is used to enlighten
the regenerated one as to what has
happened; or it is used to bring
the one already regenerated, already a child of God (would you
believe it?) to repentance and
faith in Jesus Christ.
True Missionary Baptists believe that the gospel is used in
regeneration. They believe that
one must and will go to hell if he
never hears and believes the precious gospel of Jesus Christ.
Therefore, Missionary Baptists
should be constantly and
continually active in soul winning efforts - they should be busy
in giving the gospel to the unsaved. They should be active in
"Telling the Old Old Story of Jesus and His Love." Oh, my missionary baptist brother and sister,
let us become more faithful in
telling the unsaved the story of
Jesus. If the sinner does not believe in Jesus Christ, he will not
be saved; if he does not hear
about Jesus, he cannot believe oh, let us be faithful in giving
the gospel to the unsaved.
Many who arc Missionary
Baptist in doctrine arc Hardshell
in practice. Read that over a few
times. The Hardshell says that
the sinner does not have to hear
the gospel to be born again; so
he does not tell it to the sinner.
The Missionary Baptist says that
the sinner does have to hear the
gospel to be born again, but
many of them (of us) are not
giving the gospel to the unsaved.
Oh, I hate Hardshellism, but I do
wonder if our practical hardshellism (not seeking to win
souls) is not as bad. It does not
look too good for a Missionary
Baptist who does not seek to win
souls, who does not give the
gospel to the unsaved, but who
says that the unsaved must hear
the gospel to be born again; to
throw stones at the Hardshell
who is also not giving the gospel
to the unsaved, but is not doing
this because he does not believe
it necessary to that one's being
born again.
The doctrines of grace encourage soul winning. They do not
hinder soul winning, they
encourage it. The doctrines of
grace guarantee that a multitude
will be saved. These doctrines
promote soul winning effort because they guarantee that much of
such effort will result in souls
being saved. The Holy Spirit
gives the effectual call in conjunction with the giving of the
gospel. The Holy Spirit never
gives the effectual call of saving
grace to one who has not heard
the gospel. Now, the effectual
call of the Holy Spirit is not
necessarily tied to the time of the
giving of the gospel. You might
give the gospel to an unsaved
man today, and the Holy Spirit
may use that gospel in giving
spiritual life at a later time. But
understand that, in order to
regeneration, there must always
be the gospel of Jesus Christ and

the power of the Holy Spirit. No
one will ever be saved without
both of these. Be faithful in
giving the gospel to the unsaved.
God will bless you and reward
you for this. Do not be discouraged and give up on this because
you do not see the results you
desire to see at the exact time you
desire. God may save one to
whom you witnessed some time
after your giving of that witness.
Perseverance assures and guarantees that the one saved by the
Holy Spirit using the gospel we
gave will be saved forever. So,
you see that the doctrines of grace
are an encouragement to soul
winning.
Many preachers have been
strong preachers of the doctrines
of grace, and still have been great
soul Winners. This fact of history, multiplied many times
over, is enough to prove that
there is great harmony between
these things. The great Spurgeon
comes immediately to mind.
Surely, he preached the doctrines
of grace - oh, how wonderfully
and frequently did he preach them!
We still delight to read his great
sermons. Spurgeon was also a
mighty winner of souls. He was
as strong on soul winning as he
was on the doctrines of grace. He
was constantly seeking the
salvation of the lost. There is a
book of his sermons on soul
winning, called "The soul Winner." I am considering running
them in this paper. But they are
only a few of a multitude of such
sermons by this mighty preacher.
Spurgeon was not the only
preacher of the doctrines of grace
who was at the same time a soul
winner. Robert M'Cheyne was
certainly another. John Bunyan
was another example of such.
Adoniram Judson was a mighty
missionary and winner of souls
who also believed in and preached
the doctrines of grace. Whitefield,
mighty winner of souls, was a
preacher of the doctrines of grace.
The pages of Christian history
are filled with the names and
deeds of preachers who were
winners of souls and preachers of
sovereign grace. Arminianism
cannot come close to listing as
many mighty winners of souls as
can the doctrines of grace. The
testimony of history is all on the
side of sovereign grace.
No one will attempt to deny
that the mighty Apostle Paul was
surely a soul winner. Only the
ignorant and prejudiced would
even attempt to deny that he was
a Sovereign Gracer. Let us look
at three Scriptures. "F o r
though ye have ten thousand instructors in Christ,
yet have ye not many fathers: for in Christ Jesus I
have begotten you through
the gospel" (I Cor.4:15.) Paul
knew that men must be born
again. He knew that only the
Holy Spirit could produce the
new birth. He also knew that th3
Holy Spirit used the gospel in
doing this. He knew, and he was
grateful to God, that God had
used his preaching of the gospel
in the salvation of a vast multitude. Paul was a sovereign grace
soul winner - yes, he was.
"To the weak became I as
weak, that I might gain
the weak: I am made all
things to all men, that I
might by all means save
some" (I Cor.9:22). Of course
Paul knew that he could not
actually save anyone. But he also
knew that God uses the gospel in
saving men. He knew that God
had used his giving of the gospel
in the saving of man. He was
willing to do whatever was nec-

essary in order to be used by God
in the saving of men's souls. He
did not say, "I can't save men, so
I will just not bother with it." He
said,"God can use my giving the
gospel in the saving of souls, so
I will be faithful in doing this."
What do you and I say?
"Therefore I endure all
things for the elect's
sakes, that they may also
obtain the salvation that is
in Christ Jesus with eternal glory" (II Tim.2:10). Paul
did not say,"The elect are going
to be saved no matter what I do
or don't do; therefore, I will do
nothing. There is no need in my
suffering as much as I am,for thz
elect will be saved anyway. I am
just going to quit." He said,"God
uses the gospel in saving the
elect, He might be pleased to use
my giving of the gospel in the
salvation of many. Anyway,I am
responsible to give the gospel to
them. I am willing to suffer anything so that I might be used in
the salvation of many of the
elect." What do we say? My
brother, my sister, the Bible is
all with me in my teaching in
this message. There is a connection between soul winning and
the doctrines of grace. All
Sovereign Gracers ought to be
soul Winners. Oh, that the dear
Lord might use this message (for
me, especially for me, and for
many) to, not at all lessen our
love for or preaching of the
doctrines of grace; but to stir us
up to become winners of souls. I
know of no greater need among
Sovereign Gracers than that they
become soul winners. Yours for
souls in 1992. May God bless
you. Comments welcome.

MAGIC
(Continued from Page 1)
tendance at our little Riverside
Methodist Episcopal Church on
a well-traveled road, where the
Gospel was preached each time
the doors were opened, I can recall the many, many warnings
that fell from the lips of many
evangelists and the pastors whom
I loved. At times, in my youth, I
would sometimes fail to follow
their advice definitively, but even
in my lost condition, I could
never get away from it.
Time after time, as a direct result of that preaching, that counseling, and that advising, I would
be spared the depths of sin which
some of my fellowmen were experiencing, sometimes to their
loss in time and in eternity.
Later, after I was saved, I would
be wonderfully blessed by the
preaching and the teaching of
great evangelists and great pastors
and preachers who would help me
to understand some of the things
that had happened in the lives of
my friends, fellow workers, and
occasional loved ones. One
young man in particular with
whom I had gone through grade
school and whom I had known as
a dear friend subsequently had
sunk to the depths of sin that
God condemned, and before he
was 25, he had passed from this
life. He had cared not, about"the
sin unto death"! And he would
experience it before he was 25!
Though men in those distant days
of 50 or so years ago did not
speak of "relationships" or
"lifestyles" as some are inclined
to do in our day, some of them
were laying the groundwork for
the discussions and the issues of
that sinfulness which some are
experiencing today. It is quite

probable that most people in
those distant days would not have
been
able
to
define
"Homosexuality"
or
"Beastiality," but some already
were indulging in the practices.
Too, if one had attempted to
identify some of the sicknesses
which today follow on and bring
death to those who are supposedly or actually suffering from
that which has been identified as
AIDS in recent years, it is quite
probable that they would have
been laughed-out of the medical
profession.
In this day, however, when
"strains" of diseases are easily
identified because of improved
technology, computers, and medical expertise, that which we
knew 50 years and more ago is
considered now to be "ancient
history"! And while the Apostle
Paul may not have given the
proper medical terminology, he
had an insight into the issues of
some of the sins of men that are
sometimes violated with impunity today, but not apart from
an awful; yea, a terrible price:
"Professing themselves to
be wise, they became
fools, And changed the
glory of the uncorruptible
God into an image made
like to corruptible man,
and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping
things. Wherefore God also
gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of
their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies
between themselves; Who
changed the truth of God
into a lie, and worshipped
and served the creature
more than the Creator,
who is blessed forever.
Amen. For this cause God
gave them up unto vile affections; for even their
women did change the natural use into that which is
against nature; And likewise also the men, leaving
the natural use of the
woman, burned in their
lust one toward another;
men with men working
that which is unseemly,
and receiving in themselves that recompense of
their error which was
meet. And even as they did
not like, to retain God in
their knowledge, God gave
them over to a reprobate
mind, to do those things
which are not convenient..."
To this point, however, God
has not provided that I should
work with those who are in the
throes of AIDS,or those who are
practicing homosexuals or practicing lesbians. I have known,
however,some of these who later
would be diagnosed as such, and
then die rather young. I did have
the experience of sitting with one
during his last night on earth, but
he was in a coma from which he
never recovered.
Thankfully, I do not feel at this
point that our God has somehow
done me wrong because I have
not yet had the experience of
"ministering consciously" to
these who are in the throes of
their final months or days of
AIDS. If I am reading the Scriptures correctly, I do not find that
Abraham ever had occasion to
work with them. The Apostle
Paul makes it rather evident,
nonetheless, that these who have
(Continued on Page 4,Col. 4)
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Briefly explain your method ofinterpreting The Song of
Solomon. Does it describe a real love between Solomon
and some woman?
JOHN LENEGAR.
126 N.
Washington St.
No. 5
Delaware, OH
43015
PASTOR:
Walnut Creek
Missionary Baptist
Church
Delaware, OH.
"For I am jealous over
you with godly jealousy:
for I have espoused you to
one husband, that I may
present you as a chaste
Christ." (II
virgin
to
Corinthians 11:2)
How sad and deplorable in our
present time, that the church, it's
individual members, and their relationship with Christ is treated,
or ignored as it is by most of the
Christian masses. The ignorance
which abounds concerning the
joyous intimacies between the
true churches and their coming
Bridegroom is evident in our day
of the soon coming of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. The
Song of Solomon,which I believe is a book that shows the
Bridegroom and Bride(Jesus and
His church )and their love for
each other, is a typical book little
understood by most today.
The interpretations of this
book are too numerous to mention. They range from Rabbis
seeing only God and His love for
Israel in the book, to interpreters
who see only a description of
physical marital love displayed.
Some see the book as only allegory that permits an individual
interpretation of anything and
everything depending upon the
diversity of the interpreter's
imagination. Some of these interpreters see such things as the
Virgin Mary, the Lord's supper,
etc. in the book. This precious
book is not a collection of pagan
fertility, cult liturgies, nor is it
an anthology of songs extolling
physical human love. I do not
believe it is a record of a true romance between Solomon and the
Shulamite.
I subscribe to the typical
method of understanding. the
Song of Solomon. I believe that
the book contains the type of
Christ( the Bridegroom ), the
true church(the Bride), and an
expression of their intimacies of
love toward each other that can
have no true recognition, or understanding but by a true believer.
I believe that Israel is also mentioned in the book, but the center
of attention is Christ and His
love, courtship, perfecting, and
coming for His bride. Again I
emphasize that only those who
know and understand the church
and her relationship to Christ,
will understand, or truly appreci-
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ate this book and the joy that it
unlocks. I do not want to give
the impression that it is a book
easily understood, nor should we
try to give every tiny detail a
meaning and unmovable
interpretation, but as the Spirit
leads in the study of this book, it
is profitable and invokes great
love and desire toward our Lord
and coming Bridegroom. I certainly believe that it should be
studied, preached, and taught
more than it is, to His glory and
our profit. May God enable us to
do so.

SAM WILSON
1490 North
Spring St.
Gladwin, Ml
48624
PASTOR:
Grace
Baptist Church
Gladwin, Michigan

Song of Solomon 1:1: "The
song of songs, which is
Solomon's."
The Song of Solomon is a
very difficult book to understand.
Much of what we get from this
book will depend upon our
method of interpretation. Let me
first mention that I believe that
Solomon probably wrote this
book in his early days of proper
fellowship with his Lord. Some
think he wrote it in his latter
years, after a return to God.
There are great difficulties in
trying to interpret this book. The
first difficulty arises from not always knowing who is doing the
speaking. The second difficulty
comes from not understanding all
the different figures that are used
by Solomon. The culture of that
day is different from ours and we
have trouble understanding their
way of life.
Let me mention some possible
methods of interpretation. First,
there is the natural or literal interpretation. This interpretation
says this book talks about a true
and proper love between a man
and a woman. Most believe it has
reference to Solomon and some
woman; possibly, Pharaoh's
daughter, Abishag, or a Shulamite woman. There is indeed
much needed truth in this book
about such a relationship. The
difficulty of this interpretation is
that with Solomon's history with
many women, it is hard to believe he had these kinds of feelings for one special woman.
Secondly, there is the typical
method of interpreting this book.
This method says that this book
is based on some true history of
Solomon and some woman, but
it is spoken of typically for the
love of Christ for His people and
them for Him. The third method
is allegorical. This says that there
is no true history involved.
Names of persons and places are
used only for setting forth the
subject. This method says this
book only deals with love be-

tween God and His people. The
typical and the allegorical methods of interpretation say the love
here can be applied to the
following; 1. To Israel as the
Lord's people. 2. The church as
the espoused Bride of Christ. (I
have a difficult time with this.
Though things said in this book
could be applied to that relationship, I do not believe that
Solomon had that in mind. There
was no church then.) 3. To the
individual believer. I lean towards
this. I lean towards the typical
method of interpretation. I think
in the main this book refers to
the love there should be between
God and His people. May God
bless you all.

tual things. There are perhaps no
references to this book in any
other book of the Bible. It is not
mentioned nor quoted in the New
Testament, and there is no direct
mention of God in the book.
Nevertheless, there is no more
logical application of its content
than the Lord's church. Thank
you for your question.

CLYDE T.
EVERMAN
108 Burdsall Ave.
Ft. Mitchell, Ky
41017
DEACON
Calvary
Baptist Church
Ashland, KY
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The Song of Solomon is one
of the most controversial books
of the Bible. The controversy is
not over the inspiration nor its
author, but rather upon its
interpretations.
The fact that Solomon was inspired to call it, "THE song of
songs" tells us it is an
outstanding song. There was a
"holy of holies" in the temple.
Christ is "King of kings" and
"Lord of lords." Likewise, in the
Scripture, God has placed a "song
of songs" among the songs of the
Word.
JOHN
While the book presents, in
PRUITT
song, a beautiful love story, it
At. 1 Box 452B
carries very important Scriptural
Williamson, GA
truths. As to what those truths
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are there is much division and
PASTOR:
debate. There are two views
West Griffin
which I think we should consider.
Baptist Church
First, there are those who believe
Griffin, GA
there are only two characters in
the song, Solomon the king and
a Shulamite maiden and this is
There are about as many differ- the love story of these two. The
ent opinions as to the Song of spiritual application is Solomon
Solomon as there are commen- is Christ and the lowly Shutaries. Some say that it is a lamite maiden being the church,
fictitious story made up and the Bride of Christ. This love
written about King Solomon and story portrays the love that exists
one of his many wives, and that between Christ and His church.
The second view is that there
it was written in later times.
They give no credibility as far as are three main characters,
being a part of the inspired Solomon the king, the Shulamite
maiden, and a shepherd, who is in
Scriptures.
Others will say that it was a love with the maiden and she
fictitious drama written by him, as well as some minor
Solomon himself, and is typical characters. This method presents
of the relationship between God Solomon as Satan, the maiden as
and Israel. Yet another view is the church which he is trying to
that it is a true drama written by woo away from the shepherd who
King Solomon about himself and is represented as Christ. Regarda poor shepherd's daughter, of less of which of these two intertheir courtship and marriage; and pretations we use we can see that
his vivid description of their deep the song is using a moving
and devoted love for one another. earthly love story to illustrate the
This book also being a typical heavenly love that Christ has for
description of the loving His church, His bride, and she for
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Boast not your wisdom: Satan knows more than you.
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When one is baptized, it is an
outward sign to all that a work
has taken place within. It shows
forth, in picture, the gospel that
one has believed. The death of
sin, the burial of that sin, and the
resurrection of a new life in
Christ. No, the act of baptism is
not in order to obtain salvation;
it is because one has obtained
salvation and wants to show forth
to the world that a transformation
has taken place in his life.
The act of baptism, besides
being a picture of one's salvation,
is also an act of obedience to the
Word of God, and the process by
which one becomes a member of
a New Testament Church. These
people that asked what they
should do, did what they were
told to do. They repented, they
were baptized, and they became
members of the church. "Then
they that gladly received
his word were baptized:
and the same day were
added unto them about
three thousand souls" (Acts
2:41).
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"Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of sins, and
ye shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit."
The question that prompted
this charge by the apostle was
"...what shall we do?" Not,
"Sirs, what must I do to
be saved?" (Acts 16:30b) It is
apparent there is more implied in
the answer here than in Acts
16:31. This verse does not teach
baptism unto salvation. First of
all repentance is placed before
baptism, and if one has repented
he is already saved. You cannot
be baptized in order to be saved if
you are already saved. Repentance and faith are inseparable and
simultaneous. If you have been
granted true faith, you have been
granted true repentance; and if
you have been granted true
repentance, you have been granted
true faith. According to the
Word, you are saved. When the
Eunuch asked Philip "what
doth hinder me to be baptized?", Philip answered ..."If
thou believest with all
thine heart, thou mayest."
The Eunuch believed and was
baptized. This is the Scriptural
order; repentance and faith, then
baptism.
The passage cannot mean, nor
does it suggest that you are to be
"baptized in order to receive remission of sins." But as the language demands,and correct interpretation requires, the passage
means, be baptized for or unto
the acknowledging of remission
of sins; or because of the remission of sins. In Luke 5:12-14
there is an illustration of what
Peter meant in Acts 2:38. Christ
had cleansed a man of leprosy and
then commanded him, "Show
thyself to the priest, and
offer for thy cleansing
Moses
as
according
commanded for a testimony
unto them." Thus baptism is a
testimony to all present that you
are indeed saved, that your sins

have been remitted, that you have
had a change of heart and mind,
the old man is dead and buried,
you are rising in newness of life
in the faith of Jesus Christ;
acknowledging, symbolizing, and
showing forth the remission of
sins.
.DAN PHILLIPS
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Baptism has nothing whatsoever to do with salvation or forgiveness for sin. In Luke 3:10-14
three classes of people came
where John the Baptist was baptizing. Note verse seven, "Then
said he to the multitude
that came forth to be baptized of him, 0 generation
of vipers, who hath warned
you to flee from the
wrath
to come." Not one
time did he include baptism when
they asked, "what shall we
do." John the Baptist baptized
Jesus, our Saviour, did he baptize
Him for the remission of sin?
Verse three tells us that John was
preaching the baptism of
repentance for the remission of
sins.
In Mark 16:16, Jesus said,
"He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not
shall be damned." Note, He
did not say that he that is not
baptized shall be damned, but
rather those that believeth not
shall be damned. Repentance and
faith must come first, then baptism.
Now let us go back to Acts
Chapter two. Acts 2:37, "Now
when they heard this, they
were pricked in their heart,
and said unto Peter and to
the rest of the apostles,
Men and brethren, what
shall we do? Peter had just
preached a strong gospel message
to the people and they were under
conviction, he told them in so
many words, repent and be baptized, that is get in the church after repentance, and serve the Lord.
Now look at Acts 3:19,
"Repent ye therefore, and
be converted, that your
sins may be blotted out,
when the times of refreshing shall come from the
presence of the Lord" You
notice Peter didn't mention baptism for remission of sins.
Baptism is a symbolic act
showing the death, burial, and the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ; and being acted out by the
believer as he submits to being
buried in the watery grave. Look
at I Peter 3:21, "The like
figure whereunto even
baptism doth also now
save us (not the putting
away of the filth of the
flesh, but the answer of a
good conscience toward
God,) by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ." Read
Romans 6:3-5.
When we are put under the water, we are saying that we believe
Jesus Christ died and was buried.
When we are raised out of the
water, we are saying we believe
He arose for our justification. In
other words, we are sealing our
testimony in the act of baptism.
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A Christless sermon is a worthless sermon .

UNBELIEF
(Continued from Page 1)
the same ground with the rest of
mankind? Must he be satisfied in
his own whims with respect to
the evidence of this fact? Can he
say with innocence, "Except I
shall see in his hands the
print of the nails, and put
my finger into the print of
the nails, and thrust my
hand into his side, I will
not believe?" Did ever any
infidel express a more
unreasonable demand for the
evidence of Christ's resurrection,
and the truth of the Christian
religion? The demands of skeptics
are moderate and sober, compared
to this intemperance and unbelief.
The most unreasonable of them
demand only that a particular
revelation of the gospel should be
made to every man. This falls far
short of the extravagance and unreasonableness of the unbelief of
Thomas.
But there is wisdom in this
madness. If Thomas is unreasonable, God uses his unreasonableness to effect a great purpose. By
this means, in the satisfaction
given to Thomas, we have the
fact of the resurrection established
on evidence beyond all suspicion.
The possibility of delusion is
removed; and the reality that it
was Jesus whom the apostles
saw, rests not merely on the testimony of their eyes, but of the
hands of the most unreasonable
unbeliever that ever was in the
world. Of all the infidels that ever
existed, Thomas was the most
extravagant. Voltaire and Hume
are men of moderation, compared
to this prince of infidels. Nothing
will satisfy this philosopher but
the handling of the prints of the
nails in his Master. Was it not
possible that the risen body of
Jesus should have had no scars?
Was not this the most likely
thing to be expected? That
Almighty power which could
raise Him,could raise Him without a mark of crucifixion. But
Thomas was in all respects unreasonable; that through this, Jesus might exhibit Himself with
evidence of His resurrection, that
the most extravagant incredulity
could presume to demand.
By this providential fact the
Lord teaches us that His own
disciples believe in Him, not because they are naturally more
teachable, or less incredulous
than others. It is God only who
overcomes their unbelief. They
are not only by nature the children of wrath, even as others; but
after they are brought to faith and
life, the only security of their
perseverance is the favor and love
of God in Christ. They are kept
by faith, and that faith is not of
themselves but is the gift of God.
The strongest of all the disciples
of Christ would not abide in the
faith for a single day, if, like Peter or like Thomas, they were to
be given up to their own hatural
unbelief. But if the strongest
would not stand in their strength,
the feeblest will not be plucked
from the hand of the heavenly
Father. After the fearful example
of Peter and of Thomas, let no
disciple of Christ trust in his
own steadfastness. We are strong
only when, seeing our own
weaknesses, we have our strength
in the Rock of salvation. The
world in general, and the
philosophers in particular, look
upon Christians as a weakminded people, who are prone to
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believe without sufficient evidence. The man of science, even
when he can find no fault with
the man of God, still thinks
himself justifiable in considering
him as utterly below himself in
mental powers. He thinks there
must be a soft place in his head
somewhere. The best thing he
can find to say is, that he is "an
amiable enthusiast." The truth,
however, is far otherwise.
Whether the believer is a man of
strength of intellect, or feeble in
mind, he would be equally an
unbeliever with the most talented
of his enemies, were he left to
himself. Yea, the weakest would
likely be the most presumptuous,
and rash, and blasphemous, in the
extravagance of their complaints
against the Gospel. Thomas
would not be behind Paine in the
rashness of his demands and assertions. The Christian is made a
little child by the Word and Spirit
of God; but by nature he
receiveth not the things of the
Spirit, for they are to him, as
well as to others, foolishness,
until his eyes are opened to discover them.
It is a matter of fact, worthy of
particular attention, that the simplest of the men of God make a
more correct and a more scientific
estimate of the philosopher than
the philosopher can make of him.
The philosopher, with all his
knowledge, knows not God by
his philosophy. He knows not,
then, the correct and enlightened
views of the man of God on the
highest of all sciences. The
philosopher, not appreciating the
value of the soul, nor the amount
of the unspeakable glory of the
heavenly inheritance, as well as
of the danger of overlooking
condemnation, sees not the wisdom of the conduct of the man of
God. He has no way to judge of
himself but by himself; and,
therefore, as he himself is wise,
the other must be a fool. The
pleasure of knowledge, and the
glory of fame are, with the
philosopher, the very essence of
the happiness of the third heaven.
In all this, the man of God, even
the weakest of them, can enter
into the feelings and sentiments
of the men of science; for, by
nature, he is such a one himself.
And he still finds, in his very
best moments, that should he
lose sight of Heaven, and be left
of God, he would make his paradise with the philosophers, or at
least, according to his taste with
some group of those who are, in
different ways in pursuit of
earthly joys.
The Christian is not amazed
that men seek the praise of men
more than that of God; and that
they pursue the things of this
world rather than the things of
God. He is rather amazed that
God has turned himself out of
this course, and enables him to
resist the temptations which he
daily meets in the world. To him
there is no mystery in the
character and choice of the
philosopher, of the sensualist, of
the men of the world. In them he
sees himself as he is by nature. It
is with new eyes that he sees
spiritual things in a correct manner. "The natural man
receiveth not the things of
the Spirit of God: for they
are foolishness unto him
neither can he know them,
are
they
because
spiritually discerned. But
he that is spiritual judgeth
all things, yet he himself
is judged of no man." (I
Cor. 2:14, 15). The Christian is
the true philosopher. He not only
has knowledge of the most

sublime of all sciences, of which
the wise men of this world are as
destitute as the wild ass of the
wilderness, but he has that
discernment of human views and
character which human wisdom
never has attained. The Christian
knows the philosopher better
than the philosopher knows
himself.
Of all the sciences, the science
of mind is the most sublime;
Christians have a knowledge of
the mind of man which no mere
philosopher can obtain by his art.
The philosopher gives an account
of himself and the others, and of
his own notions and views,
which every Christian can detect
as delusive and unreal.
In this providential fact, we see
the forbearance and condescension
of Christ to His people, even
when they are unreasonable. He
graciously removes the doubts of
Thomas, though He might justly
have left him to perish in his
presumptuous unbelief. From
this we may be assured, that, in
one way or other, the Lord will
remove the doubts of His people
with respect to the evidence of
the Gospel. If He will not give
them that evidence which extravagance may rashly demand, He
will keep them from such
extravagance, or remove their
doubts by opening their eyes to
understand the proper evidence.
This will be the same thing with
presenting to their view and to
their touch His hands and His
side. He will assuredly overcome
the unbelief and hardness of heart
of the most obstinate of His
chosen ones.
If He was not provoked to give
up Thomas, His patience cannot
meet with a more extravagant
case of incredulity. He could call
a Saul of Tarsus in the midst of
his furious enmity to Him, and
He did overcome the unbelief of
the incredulous and obstinate
Thomas. What a consolation is
this to the believer! What
thoughts of unbelief arise in the
heart! And how Satan could perplex the mind of the highest saint
on earth, none but the believer
can have any conception. If we
were for a few minutes, from a
state of the most assured faith, to
be given into the hands of Satan
to sift us as wheat, how would
our faith fail us! Who knows
what effect the fiery darts of the
wicked one would have upon our
minds, if they were not quenched?
And quenched they cannot be but
on the shield of faith; and in the
case supposed God permits that
faith to fail. What then will support us? How shall we without
dismay look into an eternal
world? But though God may for a
moment suffer us to be tried by
the tempter, He will not suffer us
to be tempted above what we are
able, but will with the temptation make a way to escape, that
we may be able to bear it. Our
constant prayer to God ought to
be, that He would not give us
into the hands of Satan, or that
He will continue to give us the
shield of faith. In matters of so
great moment, the mind, particularly at death, naturally looks for
and wishes every evidence of the
truth, and sometimes demands
unreasonable evidence. Nothing
but the blood of Christ should be
before our eyes: and we should
always remember that we glorify
God, not by doubting, but by
believing His Word.
Were not the Lord Jesus present with His people at the time
of their trial, and especially at the
time of their death, nothing could
deliver them from horror. That
they were not only saved from

fear, but enabled to rejoice and
triumph in death, is the surest
evidence that the Gospel is true.
It is not surprising that persons
ignorant of the character of God,
or their own character, and of the
consequences of sin, should be
stupidly unconcerned at death.
But the Christian knows too
much to be kept from the very
agonies of Hell, if he has not the
life of Heaven when he passes
through the valley and the
shadow of death. In the removal
of the doubts of reason, let us
gain confidence that the Lord will
not forsake us in the time of our
need. To a Christian, who is
deeply acquainted with his own
weakness, Hell itself is not a
greater object of horror, than to
be given up without assistance
from God, to wrestle and combat
with the prince of this world at
the hour of death.
It is remarkable that the Lord,
though He complied with the
unreasonable demand for evidence
in the case of Thomas, yet He
would not listen to the request of
the rich man in Hell, for the
conviction of his relatives on
earth: "Then he said, I pray
thee, therefore, father, that
thou wouldest send him to
my father's house: for I
have five brethren; that he
may testify unto them,
lest they also come into
this place of torment." Did
Abraham yield to the proposal,
and admire the plan? No.
"Abraham saith unto him,
They have Moses and the
prophets, let them hear
them. And he said, Nay,
father Abraham: but if one
went unto them from the
dead, they will repent."
And he said unto him, If
they hear not Moses and
the prophets, neither will
they be persuaded though
one rose from the dead."
(Luke 16). Our skeptics are still
calling for more or better evidence. If the Gospel is true, they
allege it should have evidence
against which no man could find
objection. Let them alone. Press
on them the evidence that God
has given of the truth of His
Gospel. If they believe not this,
it will be found out in the day of
judgment, that they have not rejected it from its insufficiency,
but from their own enmity to the
truth. Testimony is a sufficient
ground of evidence; and if they
reject the testimony of God by
His apostles, they will justly
perish.
And the same thing will hold
true with respect to the denial of
the testimony of God with regard
to any particular doctrine, and any
particular part. The enemies of
the doctrine, or fact recorded, will
allege a want of proof; and, on
the authority of philosophical
doctrines will take on them to
modify the testimony of God.
They make the dogmas of human
science an authority paramount to
the testimony of God in the
Scriptures. This is the boldness,
the blasphemy of infidelity. If
God has given His testimony on
any part, it is evidence paramount
in authority to every other. To
prove the truth alleged on such
authority, nothing is necessary
but to show that it is the result
of the fair exposition of the laws
of language. Let God be true, and
let all men be liars. Against the
testimony of God the philosopher
is not to be heard more than a
convicted perjurer. Our Lord,
even though, for His own wise
purposes, He indulged Thomas,
yet did not approve of his unbelief, nor of his demand. He did
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the coming destruction of Sodom
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sins. Whereas the people, in that
great and sinful city of Nineveh
which was under a similar judgment of God, heard the cry of the
prophet of God. Then, they believed God and repented in sackcloth and ashes. As the result of
their belief and the evidence of
their repentance, the people of
Nineveh had the final word of
God, "And God saw their
works, that they turned
from their evil way; and
God repented of the evil,
that he had said that he
would do unto them; and
he did it not." (Jonah 3:10).
It is quite likely that many of
these of the homosexual and the
lesbian sort, as well as some of
the heterosexuals of our day, have
committed "the sin unto death."
Consequently, many of them
have gone on into eternity in
their unbelieving condition: to
participate in that judgment
which Jesus references in,
"Where their worm dieth
not, and the fire is not
quenched." (Editor's note: I
believe that " the sin unto death"
is the sin of the believer punished
by physical death.) Still, and
thankfully, some of these who
have violated every law that our
God has set forth in His Holy
Word, are yet among us. Can
these be saved and go on into the
very presence of our blessed Savior in the realms of the blessed?
If they will believe, the answer to
that question is a resounding,
yes! If they will believe as did
those repentant Ninevites! Yes! If
they will believe, as did that repentant Roman jailer who cried,
"What must I do to be
saved?" their redemption, their
salvation, is as fully assured as is
that of any of the redeemed in any
age.
Though homosexuality is a
great sin, and a condemned sin, it
still is just sin! And our God is
very careful to explain to each
one of us that our sin is as every
other sin. And He very carefully
advises each of us that "if we
have been guilty of one
sin"--having broken one law-"then, we are guilty of
all"! Just what is our God
telling us here? If I have even a
measure of understanding, I believe that He is telling us that no
one of us can ever even suppose
that we are any less a sinner
(better than) than some other
sinner. In His holy eyes, our little sins of which we may make
little note are just as bad as the
supposedly greater sins of our
neighbors that we can see with
such ease.
This may be contrary to the
thinking of many or maybe even
most. But our God has no more
of a problem with the greater
sinfulness of our neighbors than
He does with our supposed lesser
sinfulness. It may be a truism,
but sinfulness is sinfulness
whether committed by a Moses
who goes to glory but not The
Promised Land, a sinfulness
committed by a David who is a
man after God's own heart, or a
sinfulness of a believing and repentant homosexual who is dying
from the disease that his awful
sin brought upon him. Without
any fear of Scriptural contradiction, I proclaim, that if there is
belief and a repentance as in the
case of the Ninevites, and as in
the case of the Roman jailer, then
"The blood of the Lord Jesus Christ" as easily covers
the sin of the homosexual as it
does the Lesbian or as it does the
sin of the illicit heterosexual, and
there will be repentance when one
believes truly.

As men, who have a tendency
to delight in our own Pharisaism-our own self-righteousness, if
you prefer, we may attempt to
make some distinctions, and
thereby come to some supposed
judgments that the sinning of
others is less likely to please God
than our sinning, but we have to
do so without the approval of our
God. Sadly, unless I have
misunderstood what I have been
reading for the last decade or so
regarding
homosexuality,
lesbianism, and illicit heterosexuality, this self-righteousness
is one of the problems that these
who are bringing destruction
upon themselves have not yet
comprehended.
Therefore, we hear them blaming others for their self-inflicted
plight, and their call is to the
famed and the infamous and all of
those in the middle who have no
better sense than to come to their
defense. What the so-called gays
or homosexuals need to realize is
that they do not need another Liz
Taylor or a Magic Johnson who
have never learned the meaning of
Scriptural sexual fidelity to defend them and approve their relationships or their lifestyles. What
they need is someone who will
be able to get them to humbly
concede that they have sinned
both against God and against
their fellowmen and their fellow
women. They need to know the
Word of God so that they can
know the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, and how they can be
freed from their sexual enslavement, and then be able to rejoice
in knowing the truth, that they
might be truly free!
In recent days, we have listened
both to the great and some who
are not so great commending the
man, Magic Johnson, for his
bravery in announcing that he
now is infected with the HIV
virus, and, sooner rather than
later, that he will be suffering the
ravages of AIDS. Can you imagine a saved governmental leader
of these United States setting up
a man who has violated the Laws
of God both going and coming as
he has sought hundreds if not
thousands of sexual partners as an
example of one who can advise
the young people of America on
safe sex! I fear dear friends, that
our governmental American
Leadership may have slipped a
cog or two. Or, it may be that
the homosexuals and the lesbians
have been in charge of the government, and that they have been
making the decisions.
Our leaders, dear friends, need
to be reading something that a
man by the name of Bill Smith
was able to get published in one
of the most liberal religious papers that has ever seen light of
day in America. Bill Smith, or
perhaps the editor, titled the article, "Falling Stars: On Magic and
IDS." This man rightly says:
"When I read of how Earvin
'Magic' Johnson had probably
caught the HIV virus, I thought,
with horror and fear, of all the
women he had had sex with and
what they must have felt when
they heard the news--of how the
sun became dark for them, how
the moon stopped giving light
for them, and how the stars fell
from the sky... I wonder how
many of those women had been
infected. I wondered, do they have
the luxury of being tested confidentially? Do they have the
medical support that Magic
has?... Will anyone invite them
to participate on discussion panels or pay them $12 million to
appear in condom ads? Or would
their days be dark nights of the

soul?"
Bill Smith, it seems to me
has touched upon some points in
"the Magic situation" that have
not been referenced in the unnumbered thousands of pages of
copy that have come forth from
the media since he resigned from
his basketball team and made
what the public has claimed to
believe to be a brave statement.
As Bill Smith notes, a multitude
of others are involved in Magic
Johnsons coming forth, as it
were. Sadly, however, we have
not heard of his grieving about
the disease of AIDS that he
doubtless has passed on to some
of his lady friends. Neither have
we heard of his having repented
for putting a host of young ladies
at risk, some of whom he doubtless has infected with the disease
that may very well bring him and
them to the end of their earthly
lives. Just think, too, if you will
of the multiplied thousands of
others who will be infected subsequently by the hundreds or
thousands of those whom he has
infected. The cumulative issue of
his professed promiscuity which
really should have been an humble confession" will doubtless
continue on until the end of time!
Back in the days when tuberculosis and leprosy were the
scourges across this land and in
others, were those who had the
diseases deemed to be heroes
worthy of great and respected notoriety? What was the cry in that
day when "Typhoid Mary" was
loose in the land? Did our president of the time give her a place
of honor where she could continue her infecting of those who
came into her "circle of clients"?
What, dear friends, has happened
to the thinking of America's
leaders? Yea, what has happened
to the thinking of Amerians?
We might expect the famed
ones who have never had any regard for the Word of God or for
the Laws of God to join with
Magic Johnson in his "call for
safe sex." But how stupid do we
have to be to suppose that one
whose sexual promiscuity which
has doomed him to an HIV death- if he does not go for other reasons, earlier-- can have " a word
of truth" for the young people of
America? Is this the final issue of
sexual education in our public
schools from which Almighty
God has been outlawed, and in
which His Word is no longer
welcomed, and where His Holy
name is officially precluded? It
may be that the whole of society
may be wholly insane! Perhaps,
then, it is no marvel that safe sex
is promoted! Thankfully, the man
whom we earlier referenced, one
by the name of Bill Smith, continues on to give us a bit more
enlightenment,:
"Magic's
case...tells us that the sexual
patterns that put people at risk
are much more intricate and involved than was previously
thought. It tells us that the disease is not confined to drug
users, male homosexuals,
Africans, Asians, Hispanics and
Hatians. It reminds us that because we have failed to follow
God's demand to do justice, heal
the sick, shelter the homeless and
care for the widow, the darkness
of sunless days and moonless
nights, fallen stars and shaken
powers can enter any of our
doors, even the doors of millionaire heterosexual superstar athletes... It is through this time and
place of darkened sun, moonless
nights and fallen stars that we
journey and can come to recognize and be reconciled with each
other..."

Unfortunately, however, this
author was very careful not to
reference Genesis 18 and 19. We
may be reasonably certain and
even assured that the article never
would have seen the light of day
or been published in The Christian Century, if he had made even
the slightest allusion to Romans
1:18-32. No! He dramatically
notes that the tragedy of HIV is
its extent into a multitude of
lives. And he is careful to identify some of the discrepancies and
discriminations of those who are
involved in promoting safe sex.
At one place in the context, he
notes that it is "the most frightening illnesses, dementia, incontinence, body lesions, paralysis
and blindness," and that it is "a
truly horrible disease." But, and
this is the cumulative tragedy, he
does not mean by his words,
"how the sun became dark for
them, how the moon stopped
giving light for them and how
the stars fell from the sky"
(emphasis, R.W.) to in anyway
discourage those who are involved in such or cry for them to
"believe on Jesus Christ and be
saved" or to "repent of their sinfulness"!
Perhaps, then, we would not be
amiss in noting that most men
involved in the unlimited ramifications of homosexuality, lesbianism, and illicit heterosexuality have no intention whatever of
ever calling for a return to the
Word of God. They have no intention whatever of calling men
or women to "a believing on the
Lord Jesus Christ," or to "a
Scriptural repentance." Though
some of these may have noted the
awfulness and the terribleness of
this sinfulness which even now,
today, is a plague upon America,
they have no intention whatever
of giving a call to salvation or to
repentance! And certainly, never a
call to abstinence!
Thankfully, the Apostle Paul
has the concluding word that
none can gainsay or deny. Believe
me! There is no magic in Magic
Johnson's call for safe sex! That
is a myth which has been
dreamed-up by a media which
does its very best day-in and dayout to exclude God from the universe that He has created. "Magic
Johnson's Safe Sex" will just result in more and more and more
stars and some who may not be
so starry being diagnosed as being HIV positive! And for all of
those young people who buy his
condom package or better take
Satan's bait, believe me: they can
anticipate more suns becoming
dark, more moonless nights, and
more stars falling from the sky.
Our governmental leaders and
Magic Johnson, together with the
biased media, may suppose that
they are "getting away with their
murders" as they sell their bill of
flawed and fraudulent goods. Yet,
when all is finally said and done,
they and all of those who are deceived by them will be the ultimate losers. These piteous hosts
will know in finality that they
have given themselves and committed their lives to defy a
sovereign God whose ultimate
judgment which is spelled out in
His holy Word, the Bible, as the
Apostle Paul. most competently
explains will forever and forever
be intact! Hear his word, and
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stake your life on it: "Being
filled with all unrighfornication,
teousness,
wickedness, covetousness,
of
maliciousness; full
envy, murder, debate,
malignity;
deceit,
.whisperers, backbiters,
haters of God, despiteful,
proud, boasters, inventers
of evil things, disobedient
to parents, without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful; who knowing the
judgment of God, that they
who commit such things
are worthy of death, not
only do the same, but have
pleasure in them that do
them." (Rom. 1:29-32).

COVENANT
(Continued from Page 1)
seed shall all the kindreds
of the earth be blessed"
(Acts 3:25).
"But now hath he obtained a more excellent
ministry, by how much
also he is the mediator of
a better covenant, which
was established upon better promises" (Heb. 8:6).
THE INTRODUCITON:
When one does a study of our
redemption that is in the person
of Jesus Christ a blessing will
become most evident. From the
beginning of time, man has
known of only two kinds of ways
in which they can please God: the
first is man's own doing, and it
points to man's efforts and
works; the second is God's way
of doing business with His
creation, and it points to God's
glory.
From before the foundation of
this world God made plans and a
decree to save sinful man. It is
clear from the Word of God that
these plans were ordained and decreed by God to bring about the
salvation of sinners and the ultimate glory of Almighty God.
"According as he hath
chosen us in him before
the foundation of the
world, that we should be
holy and without blame
before him in love: Having
predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by
Jesus Christ to himself,
according to the good
pleasure of his will..." "In
whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according
to the purpose of him who
worketh all things after
the counsel of his own
will" (Eph. 1:4, 5, 11).
There are few men in this
world that have an understanding
of the Covenant of Redemption;
and yet, the world is full of very
religious men and women. In
fact, Cain and Abel give to us a
perfect example of man's efforts
to gain God's favor, and God's
true and only way of redemption.
It has been stated, and yes, it is
true that religion by itself will do
us no good; however, when the
Spirit of God works within our
hearts, then we have received far
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more than just mere religion, but
God's eternal salvation. The salvation of God as spoken of
throughout the Scriptures is most
wonderful and glorious.
The Decrees of God
When we speak of the decrees
of God, what do the Scriptures
mean by that term? Dr. A.H.
Strong gives this definition: "By
the decrees of God we mean that
eternal plan by which God has
rendered certain all the events of
the universe, past, present, and
future." These may seem to be
beyond our comprehension; and
indeed, they are to a point, but
they not only embrace the effects
but also the causes. If we are to
understand the Scriptures in their
proper place, then we must see
that God has made some
decisions (we call that divine
decrees) that will effect His
creation, and in particular, the
salvation of sinners. Let me
illustrate my point:
In Romans 8:28 - "...called
according to his purpose"
the many decrees for the salvation
of many individuals are represented as forming but one purpose of God. Ephesians 1:11 "predestinated according to
the purpose of him who
worketh all things after
the counsel of his will" notice again the word "purpose",
in the singular. Ephesians 3:11 "According to the eternal
purpose which he purposed
in Christ Jesus our Lord."
This one purpose or plan of God
includes both means and ends,
prayer and its answer, labor and
its fruit. God has His plan for
every man.
Some dear folk, have assumed
that Biblical theology and
philosophy are one and the same;
but they are not the same.
Biblical theology does not
discover truth - it will present
truth as found in the pages of the
Scriptures. Biblical theology
does not attempt to reconcile the
Scriptures with other sciences,
for it simply states what God has
seen fit to reveal unto us through
His Word, the Holy Scriptures.
We may and often times do err,
beloved, when we try to reconcile
God's Word with what science
has said. While it is true that true
science and the Bible will not
disagree, that does not say that
man has looked at science from
the correct perspective.
The Eternal Purpose of God
Noted:
The decrees of Almighty God
are His eternal purpose, and they
are according to the counsel of
His will, whereby we are told
that they are for His own glory
because He hath foreordained
whatsoever cometh to pass. To
the one that knows his Bible, and
indeed, to the one who studies
the Scriptures, he will soon learn
that the final cause of all God's
purposes is His own glory. Once
again, that is noted from the
writings of Paul to the Church at
Ephesus as already noted.
Hence, the decrees of God are
said to be: 1 eternal, 2 unchangeable, 3 absolute, 4 free, 5
discriminating, and, 6 extensive.
Let me now elaborate as to what
we mean by these six terms.
First they are eternal. Much could
be said here, and if time and space
permitted, we could spend hours;
nevertheless, we must see that
not only our God is eternal, but
His plan and very program is
eternal. If you please, we must
recognize that the Christ of God
is eternal, that He is the Lamb of
God slain from the foundation of
the world (Revelation 13:8);
hence, God's predestination to

eternal life must of necessity be
before time began, and that
because the Lord of glory, Jesus
Christ, is the very foundation of
election. This statement, as such,
can be supported by many
different Scriptures, the following
given only to demonstrate the
point in question:
"Who hath saved us, and
called us with an holy
calling, not according to
our works, but according
to his own purpose and
grace, which was given us
in Christ Jesus before the
world began" (II Tim. 1:9).
"In hope of eternal life,
which God, that cannot
lie, promised before the
world began" (Titus 1:2).
"According as he hath
chosen us in him before
the foundation of the
world, that we should be
holy and without blame
before him in love" (Eph.
1:4).
"According to the eternal
purpose which he purposed
in Christ Jesus our Lord"
(Eph. 3:11).
Many there are that object to
this doctrine, God's eternity and
all that goes therewith; however,
in light of the Scriptures, we
must see that it is the prerogative
of God to appoint the things of
life as He seeth fit to do. Note
the words of Isaiah:
"And who, as I, shall
call, and shall declare it,
and set it in order for me,
since I appointed the ancient people? and the
things that are coming,
and shall come, let them
shew unto them" (Isa. 44:7).
Again, the words of Jeremiah:
"Behold, he shall come up
like a lion from the swelling of Jordan unto the
habitation of the strong:
but I will make them suddenly run away from her:
and who is a chosen man,
that I may appoint over
her? for who is like me?
and who will appoint me
the time? and who is that
shepherd that will stand
before me" (Jer. 50:44)?
Many there be, beloved, that
would reject the idea of God
choosing; and yet, the divine
record, the Bible, tells us that
"Ye have not chosen me,
but I have chosen you"
(John 15:16). And yes, Paul
would have us to know that "as
many as were ordained to
eternal life believed" (Acts
13:48). Wherefore, those that
God foreordained to eternal life
believed; for God in His infinite
wisdom and knowledge, not only
foreknew them, but ordained
them unto eternal life.
Second, let us look at the unchangeableness of Almighty God;
for we are told, "I am the
LORD, I change not" (Mal.
3:6). The writer of Hebrews,
Paul, tells us that God's counsel
is immutable, (Hebrews 6:17),
that is, it is fixed, unchangeable.
The Psalmist writes, "The
counsel of the LORD
standeth for ever, the
thoughts of his heart to all
generations" (Psa. 33:11).
Therefore, God's Divine decree of
election must stand upon an unchangeable foundation, yea, the
Rock of Ages, even "Jesus
Christ, the same yesterday,
and to day, and for ever"
(Heb. 13:8).
As noted, yea, as the Scriptures
so plainly state: as the first Adam
was the downfall and ruin of the
race, the second Adam, even Jesus, the Christ, has become the

very foundation of our salvation.
We may say, and yea the Scriptures does, that God Almighty
has blessed us, the chosen redeemed ones, with Christ; yea,
and He has therefore pardoned us
in Christ: and yes, He hath chosen us in Christ; and our God
has, built us up and made us
complete in the Lord Jesus
Christ. We lack nothing - that
being, in Christ our Saviour, we
stand righteous and holy. That,
beloved, is unchangeable, it is
most sure.
There are many things within
the Scriptures that we are told
that are unchangeable - yea, the
Christ, our Saviour, was foreordained before the world began (I
Peter 1:20), and therefore, the
Scriptures refer to Him as the
"elect Stone" (12 Peter 2:6).
We could say, that Christ is the
first person elected as noted by
Isaiah:
"BEHOLD my servant,
whom I uphold; mine
elect..." (Isa. 42:1).
my servant,
"Behold
whom I have chosen; my
beloved, in whom my soul
is well pleased" (Matt.
12:18).
But, beloved, why is it that
these things are said to be unchangeable? Because God has
made a decree that is written in
heaven - a place where man cannot reach and change - a place
where the old arch enemy of God,
the devil, can not enter and cancel
out God's plan and program. Do
we not read, "The Lord
knoweth them that are his"
(II Tim. 2:19)? Of course, we
most certainly do!
Beloved, do we not read,"My
counsel shall stand, and I
will do all my pleasure..."
"I will also bring it to
pass; I have purposed it, I
will >also do it" (Isa. 46:10,
11).
Nevertheless, let us move on,
for we may see, too, that God's
divine decrees are absolute. It
stands to reason, beloved, if
God's decree is eternal, then they
must be totally absolute. Now,
beloved, I would agree that if God
was not absolute and eternal, then
we would be in a world of hurt;
but He is not only the Almighty,
but the eternal wise God of the
universe; hence, His decree of
unconditional election is not
based upon man's conditional
responses to God, but upon God's
absolute and unchangeable nature.
We must see, and of course the
Scriptures will point out that the
potter has the right to do with
His own work (Romans 9) as He
sees fit; and yes, the clay has no
right to question His doing.
But again, let us move on, for
it is declared in the Holy Writ
that God's divine decree is free. If
it were properly understood, we
would be forced to say that God
is a free agent - therefore, He
cannot and does not fall under any
obligation to man or creature.
That cannot however, be said of
man! He, man, is free in that he
can only do that which is in
keeping with his sinful, wicked
nature. But man cannot and will
not do good apart from outside
influence - and of course, you
must recognize that only God's
quickening Spirit can change
man's will.
What we seem to forget,
beloved, God has never been under obligation to respect man one
way or another; for He was happy
within Himself from all eternity;
and yes, God would have been
happy forever without man, but
God in His infinite wisdom and
knowledge,saw fit to express His

love upon a definite number of
individuals, of which the Scriptures refer to as elect. This, beloved, is why we must say that
election is free; for it is deter
mined and confirmed by the free
act of Almighty God; to which,
He has chosen in Christ, those
that He would save.
I am convinced, beloved, that
when we say that our salvation is
free, it cannot be free if it is not 3
work of God. If man, by an)'
means or methods, can assist or
help out God, then it would not
be said to be free. It is free,
beloved, because God gave to His
sheep the forgiveness of sin.
Since you have neither the desire
nor the ability to come to Christ;
hence, as the Scriptures have
said, then Christ must come and
seek out those whom the Father
hath given to Him.
And then, beloved, we must
see that God's election is
discriminating. When therefore,
the Holy Writ speaks of God extending unto individuals a call to
salvation; that call being effeetual, it must be understood that
in so doing, some were preferred
over others. Do we not read,
"...for many be called, but
few chosen" (Matt. 20:16)7
Did not the Lord of glory saY,
"Ye have not chosen nie:
but I have chosen you.;
(John 15:16). And yes, do we not
read the Psalmist's words, "BO
our God is in the heavens:
he hath done whatsoever be
hath pleased" (Psa. 115:3)?
Do we not read, beloved, that
God said, "...Jacob have I
loved, but Esau have I
hated" (Rom. 9:13)? And yes'
do we not read, "So then it is
not of him that willeth,
nor of him that runneth,
but of God that sheweth
mercy" (Rom. 9:16). And Yes'
Paul agreed with John, for he
wrote: "Which were born,
not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor org
the will of man, but °I
God" (John 1:13).
And then, we may see too, al3t
God's elective grace is extensive'
When all is said and done, God's
sheep being gathered in Ole
place, do we not read these words:
"...I beheld, and lo, a gre°
.
multitude, which no 110"
could number, of all
tions, and kindreds,
people, and tongues, stoo)
before the throne, and ber;
fore the Lamb..." "A
cried with a loud voice'
,.,1.
saying Salvation to '31/
God which sitteth upon t";
throne, and
unto thLamb" (Rev. 7:9-10).
When we say that God's gracile
and mercy is extensive, we Inca
it reaches to all kinds of peoPler:
regardless of rank, sex, age ,
c)
nationality. We do not, howeve:i
mean by that, that God's gra71
and mercy reaches every soul; iAc1,5
we know that not all are GOv,,i
th is
chosen, elect children. "Ali '
the Father giveth me (that 'e
election) shall come to 111
04
(that is effectual calling), a I
him that cometh to me ilt
will in no wise cast
(that is our security). (PP
6:37).
Beloved, when I think of ° 0
redemption -- I must and
:
al
should you, keep in mind tre
only the elect are said to be
deemed - to be purchased 0000
the slave market of sin. You ceo
not purchase, that is', recle-dy
something that is not alrea to
yours; God's sheep belong
(Continued on Page 9, Col. 4)

A man ofprayer is a man ofpower

mber of
e ScriPEllis, besay that
Ls deter
the free
) which,
A, those

fed, that
vation iS
t is not a
by anY
assist or
ould not
is free,
ye to His
of sin•
le desire
)Christ;
have

)me and
Father

ye Mast
Lion IS
lerefore,
God ex"
a call t°
effec)od that
referred
)t read,
!d, but
20:16)1
)ry saY,
en Me:
you...
)we nOt

eavens:
ever he
115:3)7
ed, that
have
lave I
nd ye!'
len it IS

heweth
nd Yes'
, for he
born'
of the,
nor cut
but

too, that
;
(tensive
e, God 5
in one
e words.
a grett
o ros"
all oil
;
s, 1111"
A
, stoo"
Ind be;
"A
voice'
:o 01,!:

)00

tP-

O

tile

i's gracfle
ve
peoPle'
, age:
CI
loweve"
l's gra"
soal; f°,r
re God S
Au th,
(that'
to 11/eA
g),
ine t
ist 00
. (Jri/111

k of 011
:
7
and
ind th
o be rnei
d out
you c°„'
redeeir",
alrea'",
Ong

701, 4)

STUDIES IN
ACTS
by Willard Willis
thou
"Because that
Illayest understand, that
there are yet but twelve
daYs since I went up, to
Jerusalem for to worship"
(Acts 24:11).
„ Reza,in his writings, believes
ule twelve days to be as follows,
The first was that in which he
cattle to Jerusalem (Acts 21,15),
the second was spent with James
and the apostles (21:18): six days
were spent in fulfilling his vow
(21:21,26; the ninth day was the
°Ile in which the tumult arose,
he, ing the seventh day of his vow.
tt Was on this day that he was
rescued by Lysias (21,27); the
tenth day was the one in which
,
he was before the Sanhedrin
(22:30); it was on the eleventh
Y that a plot was made to take
MS life. It was on this same day
at evening that he was removed
to Cesarea. The day in which he
Was confined at Cesarea is not
enumerated, since his design in
Mentioning the number of days
v.as to show the improbability of
nts having enough time to have
caused a tumult, especially since
he had been confined during a
Portion of these days.
Paul, in his first appeal to Fe"x, then, emphasized that he had
not had enough time to have done
all that he had been charged with.
l'aul advised Felix further of his
11",orPose for being in Jerusalem.
rie, in fact, had gone there to
worship" and not to cause an
*oar.
"And they neither found
ale in the temple disputing
With any man, neither
raising up the people neither in the synagogues,
hor in the
city" (Acts
24:12).
Paul,by this statement, chaled the statements which had
,L
ueen made against him. He asked
"ern to back up their charges
With solid evidence. The reply of
arlY good judge would have been
to say that Paul was not asking
t°O much from his accusers.
"Neither can they prove
thile things whereof they
"OW accuse me" (Acts 24,13).
Paul, then, in essence, by his
above statements, said that he had
not had time to do the things for
,Which he had been accused. He,
:TI essenee, said that he did not do
4 and that they could not prove
°therwise. The bottom line is
that Paul, by his statements,
asked Felix to investigate the
'tatter very carefully.
:
f But this I confess unto
;lee, that after the way
„,
-"fich they call heresy, so
?worship I the God of my
:thers believing all things
,
1.hich are written in the
(
"
AW and in the prophets"
"lets 24,14).
aul, when saying, "The way
r!leY call heresy", was refer:4
1
to Tertullus' remark about
,111.1 being a "ringleader of the
t of the Nazarenes". The word
b„sie.et", as used by Tertullus,
'
4,!rs to heresy.
est'aul responded by saying, in
senee
them
'that what was heresy to
t, Was not heresy to him. He,
lIi,. tact, found that what he bes-v and taught did not conflict
4 1th God's Word, that is, the
all
which are
Writ things
the•ten in the law and in
ex
prophets". He, for
‘v an-1131e, found that his belief
ftFts in Perfect harmony with the
ar
areY third chapter of Isaiah. We
to see that the entire

N

controversy centered around the
man Christ Jesus. The Jews, in
the main, were convinced that
Jesus was not the Son of God
while Paul was convinced that He
was.
Paul was convinced that there
was "no other name given
among men whereby we
must be saved".
"And have hope toward
God, which they themselves also allow, that
there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of
the just and unjust" (Acts
24:15).
The fact that the resurrection of
the "just and the unjust" occur in
the above passage of Scripture,
does not mean that they will occur at one and the same time. A
careful examination of the Scriptures, in fact, will show that the
resurrection of the "just" is said
to be from the dead while the
resurrection of the "unjust" is
said to be of the dead. Note for
example, the following passage
of Scripture.
"If by any means I might
attain unto the resurrection
from the dead" (Phil. 3:11).
This passage of Scripture, in
the Greek, reads, "If by any
means I might attain unto the out
resurrection which is from the
dead".
The above words by Paul have
no meaning if there is to be only
a general resurrection. It is obvious that Paul planned to be in a
particular resurrection, namely,
the resurrection from the dead
(note Luke 20:35, 36: I Cor.
15'20: I Thess. 4,14-18).
There is also to be a resurrection of the dead after all the redeemed have come forth. The
resurrection of the dead, or of
those who remain in their
graves.is described in Revelation
20,11-15.
"And herein do I exercise
myself, to have always a
conscience void of offence
toward God and toward
men" (Acts 24:16).
The fact that we are to be
resurrected from the dead makes it
imperative that we "always have
a conscience void of offence toward God and toward men". We,
on the other hand, would not
have to be concerned regarding
our action towards God and men
if there was to be no resurrection,
that is, if we did not have to give
an account for our actions. The
following passages of Scripture
make it obvious that an account
must be given to God for offences toward God and men.
"For God shall bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or
whether it be evil" (Eccl.
12:14).
"And as it is appointed
unto men once to die, but
after this the judgment"
(Hebrews 9:27).
Believers must give an account
for their good and evil deeds, but
such will be for the sake of rewards. There, according to the
following, is to be no
condemnation for the believer.
"Verily, verily, I say unto
you, He that heareth my
believeth on
word, and
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall
not come into condemnation; but is passed from
death unto life" (John 5:24).
"THERE is therefore now
no condemnation to them
which are in Christ Jesus..." (Romans 8:1).
Why is condemnation for the
believer a thing of the past? The

answer is found in the following
passage of Scripture.
"Who his own self bare
our sins in his own body
on the tree, that we, being
dead to sins, should live
unto righteousness: by
whose stripes ye were
healed" (I Peter 2:24).
The future judgment, as far as
the believer is concerned, is
described in the following
passage of Scripture.
"For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of
Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in
his body, according to that
he hath done, whether it be
good or bad" (II Cor. 5:10).
"Now after many years I
came to bring alms to my
nation, and offerings" (Acts
24:17).
Tertullus' charge against Paul
was that he had come to
Jerusalem for the purpose of profaning the temple. Paul's reply,
in essence, was that such was the
farthest thing from his mind. He,
in fact, had come to Jerusalem
with alms and offerings for the
nation. The alms had been given
to him to deliver to the "nation"
by the people from Macedonia
and Achaia. It is as stated in the
following passages of Scripture.
"But now I go unto
Jerusalem to minister unto
the saints. For it hath
pleased them of Macedonia
and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the
poor saints which are at
Jerusalem" (Romans 15:25
26).
We find that Paul, even though
he was right, was always being
required to defend his actions. He,
at times, was even beaten because
of his stand for the truth. This
fact shows how far away from
God the natural man has gone.
He is so depraved that he considers wrong to be right and right to
be wrong. He, in other words,
cannot distinguish light from
darkness when it comes to the
things of God. The Bible says
that he even loves darkness rather
than light. He is so far away
from God that God says, "For
my thoughts, are not your
thoughts, neither are your
ways' my ways, saith the
LORD" (Isaiah 55:8).
"Whereupon certain Jews
from Asia found me purified in the temple, neither
with multitude, nor with
tumult" (Acts 24:18).
Tertullus had charged Paul with
being a "mover of sedition", or
one who caused others to rebel
against the government. Paul,
however, in his response, asked
how that such a charge could
have been levelled against him.
He, after all, as he states, was in
the temple quietly worshipping
God rather than making a speech
to a multitude, or participating in
a tumult with others. The word
"tumult" refers to a disorderly
agitation of a crowd.
The Jews from Asia, who had
laid certain charges against Paul,
had no basis whatsoever for their
accusations. They, in fact, when
finding him and observing him,
saw and heard no more than his
quiet observance of his vow.
"Who ought to have been
there before thee, and obought
ject, if they had
against me" (Acts 24:19).
There would have been no controversy if it had not been for the
charges made by the "certain Jews
from Asia". It was very
appropriate then, that there be an
investigation made regarding the
charges made by the Jews from

Asia. One, in order to get to the
bottom or source of a problem,
must go to the source itself. I'm
sure that Paul's argument had a
definite effect upon Felix.

COVENANT
(Continued from Page 8)
Him by the Covenant of
Redemption - hence, we are told
that we were lost sheep. The non'elect, beloved, have never and
will never be the recipients of
God's love and great mercy. Do
we not read, beloved, that
"...the Son of man is come
to save that which was
lost" (Matt. 18:10?
Do not misunderstand us,
dearly beloved, for God has and
continues to use the preaching of
the Word of God to save precious
souls - Romans 10. But it has
pleased God to teach out and
touch the lives of those by His
Spirit, who were the objects of
His love from before the world;
hence, you and I must preach to
sinners as though they were
God's elect. We do not know who
they are; only God does! We are
to be found faithful in preaching
the gospel, that Jesus Christ died
for our sins, that He was buried,
and God raised Him from the dead
I Cor. 15. Beloved, a man or
women is saved that believes the
gospel.
Conclusion:
God, from before the foundation of this world, made provision for sinful men; and that,
beloved, is why the Scriptures
tell us that Christ is the "Lamb
slain from before the world." The
covenant of God's redemption is a
work of God in behalf of sinners.
Do you, my dear friends, know
the Christ of the Bible? Without
Him, there is no hope of eternal
salvation. Look to Him, dear
sinner, for our hope and glory is
in the Beloved.
God has provided salvation.
The elect child of God is the object of God's love and great
mercy. Oh! dear ones, you should
count it a blessing and a great
privilege to be the recipient of
God's love. How do we know
that God has shed His love upon
us? Beloved, the very fact that
God has touched your heart and
made you concerned about
yourself is evidence that God has
worked in your heart; therefore,
we should stop dead in our tracks
and praise God for His goodness
unto us.
Let us, dear ones, look unto
Jesus, the one and only one that
can and does satisfy the soul!
May our great God and Saviour
become very precious and dear to
us that know we are redeemed.
John, the beloved apostle, tells
us that, "These things have I
written unto you that believe on the name of the
Son of God; that ye may
know that ye have eternal
life, and that ye may believe on the name of the
Son of God" (I John 5:13).

DANIEL
(Continued from Page 1)
to happen when I pass on?"
The Word of God tells us that
as Nebuchadnezzar thus communed in his own mind, he fell
asleep, and as he slept, God gave
to him a dream which was the
answer to his question, that he
had had in his wakeful moments,
as he wondered about the future.
The Word of God tells us very
definitely that it made a tremen-

dous impression upon King
Nebuchadnezzar -- so much so
that when he awakened, he wondered what it was that he had
dreamed. He called in his wise
men, his counselors, his private
advisers -- he called in all of his
brain-trust and said to them,"Tell
me the dream and give me the
interpretation thereof." The wise
men, knowing that it was not in
them to do this, said,"It is a rare
thing that the king requireth. If
you will just tell us the dream,
we will give you the interpretation, but it is not in us to tell
you what you dreamed and also to
give you the interpretation."
When they could not give to
King Nebuchadnezzar the dream
and the interpretation thereof, he
commanded that they all be slain.
When the word reached Daniel, he
requested of the king's chamberlain that additional time be given.
The Word of God tells us that
Daniel got together his three
faithful friends, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and these
four young Jews in the land of
Babylon, bowed themselves before God to intercede, and ask
God to give to them the dream
that the king had had and the interpretation thereof.
The balance of the chapter tells
how God answered their prayer,
and how that God revealed to
Daniel the dream,and how Daniel
made known to Nebuchadnezzar
what it was he had dreamed and
the interpretation of the dream.
Now let's get a few unusually
helpful and inspiring lessons
from this passage of Scripture.
I. The Helplessness of the
King's Wise Men
When he demanded of them
that they tell him what it was he
had dreamed,as well as the interpretation thereof, they were baffled, they threw up their hands,
and were unable to do the thing
which the king demanded. Of
course they couldn't tell the king
the dream that God had given
him. Naturally they could not.
They didn't know the God who
was the source of that dream,and
no man who is a stranger to God,
can receive God's message.
In the fifth chapter of Daniel,
which follows a little later, the
king had a vision of handwriting
on the wall.
When he called in his wise
men, again they shook their
heads and said,"We cannot read
nor interpret this strange writing
to you." Naturally they couldn't,
for it was God's message, and the
devil's children can't understand
God's message.
Every once in a while some
unsaved person will say,"Brother
Gilpin, I just wish I could understand the Bible." Well, I wish
you could, too, but I'll tell you
frankly, beloved, no individual
can understand the Word of God
unless he has been saved. Until
you become a believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ as your own
Saviour, you cannot understand
God's Word. There's a reason for
that. The Holy Spirit wrote the
Bible, the Holy Spirit is within
you as a believer, and the Holy
Spirit only reveals His Word
unto those who have His image
and His likeness. Listen: "But
the natural man receiveth
not the things of the
Spirit of God: for they are
him:
foolishness
unto
neither can he know them,
are
because
they
spiritually discerned" (I Cor.
(Continued on Page 10, Col. 1)
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All are not saints that go to church.

DANIEL
(Continued from Page 9)
2:14).
The "natural man" is the unsaved man. The "natural man" is
that individual who has never yet
become a child of God. He is not
a believer in the Lord Jesus
Christ. He is a stranger to God
and to God's grace, and the Bible
says that the "natural man," the
unsaved man, the unbeliever,
cannot understand the things of
the Spirit of God. They have to
be spiritually revealed to the man
who has the Holy Spirit within
him.
Come back to these men of the
king's brain-trust. They said,"We
can't tell you what you have
dreamed. We can't.tell you the
interpretation thereof." Of course,
they couldn't. An unsaved man
can understand the history of the.
Bible, he can understand the geography of the Bible, he can understand the literature of the
Bible, he can understand the general trend of the teachings of the
Bible, but to understand the
spiritual lessons of the Word of
God, an unsaved man is absolutely powerless to do so -- as
powerless as were these wise men
to understand what it was that the
king had dreamed.
II. Prayer Meeting Which
Daniel And His Friends Had, And
The Divine Answer That Came.
When the king commanded that
the wise men be slain, that meant
that Daniel and his three Jewish
friends would, likewise be slain,
for they were part of the braintrust; at least, they were students
in the king's college, being
schooled to be added to the braintrust later on.
Daniel immediately asked for
time and he and his three friends
took the matter before God. They
went into God's presence and
prayed that He would give to
them understanding that they
might know the meaning of the
dream which King Nebuchadnezzar had had. When they prayed,
God gave them the answer.
I'm saying, beloved, if you
want to learn the message from
the Lord, the best way to learn
God's Word and God's message is
to learn it on your knees before
God.
Do you believe that God can
give intelligence and that God can
give wisdom and understanding to
His people? Let me read to you
from God's Word: "If any of
you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God, that giveth to
all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall
be given him. But let him
ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like- a wave, of
the sea driven with the
wind and tossed" (James 1:5,
6).
What did these men lack?
Daniel and his three friends lacked
wisdom. They went to God and
asked for wisdom and God gave
the answer. Here, then beloved,
is a prayer meeting and the divine
answer that came from the Lord
by way of the wisdom that God
gave to them.
It reminds me of King
Solomon of the Old Testament,
when God said, "Ask what you
will, and I will give it unto you."
I suppose Solomon might have
asked for many things. You and I
might easily think of many
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things which we might ask for if
God were to give us unbridled
liberty of prayer. Solomon asked
for wisdom that he might govern
his people right and God gave the
answer.
Oh, beloved, if there is something you want to know, the
place to learn it is on your knees
in the presence of God. God gave
the answer -- the wisdom that
came to Daniel and his three
friends came because of the prayer
meeting they held with God.
III. Daniel Stood in the Presence of the King
After he had prayed and God
had given him the answer, the
Word of God tells us in the 28th
verse of this second chapter of
Daniel, that he stood in the presence of the king and said,
"...there is a God in
heaven that revealeth secrets..."
He reminded King Nebuchadnezzar that the wise men were
right in what they had said, for
they said there was no man,
soothsayer nor astrologer who
had the ability to tell the king his
dream and the interpretation
thereof. They had told the truth
when they spoke thus to the
king, and Daniel reiterated the
truthfulness of their statement
when he said that while man can't
tell you, "...there is a God
in heaven that revealeth
secrets..."
Oh, I would that you and I
might realize that there is a God
up yonder in the skies who is
looking down upon us -- who
sees us, who beholds us and
knows our every thought and our
every action.
There never was a time when
there was not a God. There was a
time when there was no church.
There was a time when there was
no Bible. There was a time when
there was no earth. There was a
time when there was no man.
There was a time when there was
no devil. However, beloved, there
never was a time when there was
no God. As the Psalmist said in
the 90th Psalm: "...from
everlasting to everlasting
thou art God."
When Daniel stood in the
presence of the king, before he
told him one thing about the
dream, before he mentioned in
any wise at all the dream he had
had, Daniel reminded the king
that the dream was a message
from God.
I don't know how much God
deals with us today in the realm
of dreams -- I couldn't say. I had a
good woman tell me of her experiences relative to dreams and
how that God had made known to
her certain things- through
dreams. I'm not to gainsay, nor
to say, as to how much God has
taught her, or how much God can
teach anyone else thereby, but I
do say this, that this dream and
the interpretation thereof was
nothing more or less than a revelation from Almighty God and
Daniel knew it, and before he
would in any wise at all give to
the king the message, he reminded him that it was from
God. Then Daniel gave him the
dream, and what a dream it was!
He said,"Nebuchadnezzar, you
have dreamed and in your dream
you saw a great image with head
of gold, chest and arms of silver,
belly and thighs of brass, legs of
iron, and feet of iron and miry
clay." I can see old King Nebuchadnezzar as he snapped his
finger and said, "That's right -that's exactly what I dreamed."
Then
said,
Daniel
"Nebuchadnezzar, I'll give to you
the interpretation of this dream."

It is highly conspicuous that
this dream and the interpretation
thereof was nothing more or less
than a dream of history -- history
which was to come to pass which
Daniel was able to prophesy,
having gotten his message from
God -- history which we can look
upon today and know that it has
come to pass. Not one word of it
had failed. Nebuchadnezzar was a
world-wide emperor. His empire
was a world-wide dominion. After
him came Media-Persia. After
that came the country of Greece
with Alexander the Great as
world-wide emperor. After that
came Rome under the Caesars,
and that ended the world-wide
dominion of any country. God
said there would be four worldwide empires, and there have
been, but there will be no more.
In 800 A.D., the next bid for a
world-wide empire came under
Charlemagne, who thought he
was going to become a worldwide emperor. Next came
Napoleon, then Kaiser Wilhelm,
and then Hitler. The Word of God
said there would be four worldwide empires and there never
would be another.
IV. The Inspiration of the
Bible.
Of all the passages of Scripture
that would tell us that the Bible
is the inspired Word of God, this
stands out in my mind as the
greatest. I'll show you why.
At the time Daniel made this
statement by way of interpretation of this dream, Persia was
just a little province under the
supervision of Babylon. To think
of Persia as a worldwide empire
was as ridiculous as to think of
me being president. So far as
Greece was concerned as being
the third world-wide empire, that
was an utter impossibility, for
Greece was not ever heard of in
that day. The fourth world empire
of Rome had just been established -- a little insignificant village on the banks of the Tiber
River. Yet, Daniel said there
would be four empires -- Nebuchadnezzar the first, Media-Persia to follow, then Greece under
Alexander the Great and the
fourth, the Roman Empire. How
did Daniel get that information?
How did Daniel know that such
was coming to pass? He knew it
because God had revealed it unto
him. He knew it because of inspiration, and, beloved, to me
this is definite and conclusive
that the Bible is the inspired
Word of God. Man can't even
prophesy with accuracy twentyfour hours in advance. You can't
tell me what the weather will be
the
tomorrow.
Even
meteorological experts who have
all the facilities of noticing what
the prospects of the weather will
be, are often deceived. But here
Daniel tells Nebuchadnezzar's
dream and the interpretation
thereof, which revealed future
history for all generations to
come, and even part of this
dream, as we will see presently,
has not been fulfilled yet. He did
it because it was the inspired
Word of God, and God knows the
future far better than you and I
know the past. Listen:
"Produce your cause, saith
the LORD; bring forth
your strong reasons, saith
the King of Jacob. Let
them bring forth, and shew
us what shall happen: let
them shew the former
things, what they be, that
we may consider them, and
know the latter end of
them; or declare us things
for to come. Shew the
things that are to come

hereafter, that we may
know that ye are gods:
yea, do good, or do evil,
that we may be dismayed,
and behold it together" (Isa.
41:21-23).
What does it say? Simply this:
A man has to be of God to know,
to foretell and to prophesy what
the future has in store. When I
read how that Nebuchadnezzar had
'this dream and Daniel retold to
him the dream and gave to him
the interpretation which has been
so completely fulfilled, I am impressed more and more to insist
upon the fact that the Bible is the
inspired Word of God. It could
only come from God, for only
God could show history in advance before it came to be a reality.
V.Dream that Daniel answered
the question as to whether or not
the world is getting better.
There are those who say that
the world is improving, that the
world is getting better and that
ultimately we will have an utopia
here within this world.
A few years ago, I heard a
preacher who was a postmillennialist in his theory as to
the return of Jesus Christ to this
world. I heard this preacher say
that the world was getting better
at an astonishingly rapid rate, and
he listed ten events of. the year
preceding which would show how
fast the world was getting better.
I thought, as I listened to him,
that I could have shown him ten
events, likewise, to the contrary
that would show how fast the
world is getting worse. We don't
have to list events to see whether
or nor the world is getting better
-- all we have to do is come to
God's Word and let His Word
give the answer. Listen, I do not
believe one particle in the evolution of the human family, but I
do believe strongly in
"devolution" from the Garden of
Eden on.
God's Word answers the question as to whether the world is
getting better. Notice the answer.
In that image, the head was of
gold, the chest and arms of silver,
the belly and thighs of brass, the
legs of iron and the feet of iron
and miry clay. Notice -- gold,
silver, brass, iron, and iron and
miry clay mingled together. In
this you have an increase in
strength, for iron is stronger than
gold, but while you have an increase in strength, you have a decrease in the finer qualities. Gold
is far more precious than iron,
silver is more precious than
brass, brass more precious than
iron, and iron more precious than
iron and miry clay, so that in all
this dream you have the answer
given as to whether the world is
to get better or worse.
God tells us in this dream by
way of a study of the component
parts of this image -- God would
tell us that the world is getting
worse, for it has come from
golden head down to feet made of
clay mingled with iron.
There are other passages within
God's Word which tell us the
same thing. Listen: "But evil
men and seducers shall wax
worse and worse, deceiving, and being deceived" (II
Tim. 3:13).
Talk about the world getting
better -- talk about the world getting so much better that ultimately we will bring in the millennium right here -- everybody
loving one another -- listen again
to God's Word.
"For wheresoever the
carcase is, there will the
eagles be gathered together" (Matthew 24:28).
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will and power and He doesn't
even need the gospel to help
Him. Some even say that you
may go all your lifetime never
hearing the gospel of Christ and
wake up one day in heaven because you were one of the elect.
A regeneration without the
gospel is like baptism without
water, the Lord's supper without
wine, or the law without holiness. Now please do not accuse
me of believing that the gospel
alone regenerates. My position
is that the Holy Spirit regenerates, enabling the individual to
receive the gospel by faith imparted unto him.
Now, I want to be fair in saying that there are various degrees
of hardness among the Hardshell
crowd. Some are not as hard as
others. Nevertheless, a shell is a
shell and a shell hardens with
age. Beware! There is no Biblical support for these teachings
when the Scriptures are examined
fairly and squarely. Obviously,
there is support when the Word is
not properly divided, and it has
been my experience that just because someone is educated formally does not necessarily mean
that they have a full grasp on the
Scriptures. I know of a number
of individuals who have a good
knowledge of the Bible, but they
have a very poor ability in spiritual discernment, at least when it
comes to the doctrines of salvation. John Calvin, who has been
given much more credit than he
deserves in the doctrines of grace,
was a heretic in many ways, such
as the doctrine of infant baptism.
Besides, as I understand history,
he hated true Baptists for their
positions on these and other doctrines, such as the local church
and the Lord's supper. So another good name for the Hardshells is Calvinist. Nevertheless,
true Baptist people continue to be
verbally persecuted because they
continue to preach and teach the
truth.
Allow me to state my position
on the question at hand. I do not
believe that a person must believe the doctrines of grace in order to be saved,nor do I believe
that everyone who is saved will
embrace the doctrines of grace. It
is fairly Obvious that many of the
folks who were members of true
churches during the Apostolic age
either did not understand or did
not accept these teachings. After
the Lord's great message in John
6 the record shows that "From
that time, many of his
disciples went back, and
walked no more with him."
There is every indication that not
everyone in the church at Rome
understood or embraced these
truths. We all admire H. Boyce
Taylor for his position on
sovereign election. He was the
editor of a great Baptist publication, and author of the famous
booklet "Why Be a Baptist", but
few realize that he held to a universal atonement idea.(See Heresies of Hardshellism, an article
published in the Ashland Avenue
Baptist, vol. 39, March 23,
1962). Now does this mean that
Boyce Taylor was not saved?
Furthermore, if you were to say
that the thief on the cross even
knew about the doctrines of grace
per se, much less believed them,
you would be doing some mighty
tall speculating. It is also quite
obvious that even the Lord's
closest disciples did not fully
understand these great truths until
they had been taught, and even
then some doubted.
Finally, beloved, I feel very
strongly that in many cases
where saved people turn away

from sovereign grace teaching, it
is not what is being taught, but
the way it is being presented.
How often do you hear preachers
preaching on "the doctrines" as if
they were in a heated argument
with someone? How many times
do we preachers present grace in a
negative way? How often do we
leave people feeling like they
have been whipped with an ugly
stick rather than being caressed
with a sovereign hand of divine
love and affection? Sovereign
grace teaching ought to leave
God's people weeping in humble
joy rather than feeling insulted
and beaten. May God enable me
to present these wonderful and
glorious doctrines in a spirit of
love and joy. Furthermore, I
pray that God will enable-me to
continue to proclaim the gospel
in truth and purity, for the gospel
is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes it.
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the will of God. Through prayer,
the soul and spirit of the believer
is made pliable and conformable
to God's perfect will. Prayer becomes a spiritual force which
imbues all things and is propelled
by the saints of God upon and
into all circumstances. The Bible
record stands replete with confirmation of this truth. Prayer
brings all things into conformity
to a divine fiatism.
No one in heaven or earth or in
hell can change the will of God.
It is predetermined, foreordained
and immutable. It is perfect and
therefore cannot be changed.
Nothing can be added to perfection, nor can anything be subtracted which would make it less
than perfect. In all our human
endeavor we must learn and do
the will of God. Prayer is one of
those ordained means to discover
the will of God and thus to interpret it and do it and thus experience the harmony and peace that
comes from knowing and doing
it.
Even though we cannot change
the will of God, nor should we
ever desire or strive to, we can
through effectual praying change
ourselves, our circumstances and
others around us. When we pray
scripturally, not only are we ourselves made conformable to God's
Word and will, but our immediate
associates are rendered changeable
because we have been changed in
having been made conformable to
the will of God.
It is objected: "Why should we
pray, since the God we have to do
with is unchangeable? Can we
work any alteration in Him by
our requests?" No, the Scripture
says, with Him is "...no variableness, neither shadow
,of turning."
I answer, prayer makes not a
change in God, but a change in
us: it does not make Him more
merciful and bountiful, but disposes us for the receiving His
mercy and grace. This notion
you must all well understand,
that the design of prayer is not to
make any alteration in God but to
make an alteration in us, that we
may be fitted and made meet for
those blessings which God has
promised to give. When God
pardons any, the change, to speak
properly, is in the person pardoned; He that before was an enemy, is become a child, God's
wrath is the same tha, it was, and
His love the same that it was,
only the person that before was
out of Christ is now in Christ.

When we pray for grace and holiness, we are more fitted for receiving it. God alters not, but
we are altered; how much for the
better when we are sanctified!
This subject may be made more
plain by this similitude. Suppose a man ready to be drowned
in the sea, a rope is cast out to
him from a rock on the shore; the
man does not pull the rock nearer
to him for the rock stirs not, but
he pulls himself nearer to the
rock and hereby is saved. God is
our rock, prayers draw us to Him
from whom alone salvation is to
be expected.
There is no man alive or who
has lived that knows who the
elect of God are. There may be
much presumptuous affirmation
to the opposite, but they only
manifest their ignorance of
Scripture. Even St. Paul was
made to realize that only God
knows who the elect really are
and where they are. Paul said,
"...The Lord knoweth them
that are his..." (II Tim.
2:19). God said to Elijah who
thought he was the only true
prophet left in Israel, "...I have
reserved to myself seven
thousand men, who have
not bowed the knee to the
image of Baal" (Rom. 11:4).
When Paul left Athens and came
to Corinth God came to him in
the night and said, "For I am
with thee, and no man
shall set on thee to hurt
thee: for I have much people in this city" (Acts
18:10). It is the height of presumption to attempt to divide
mankind into elect and non-elect,
although that separation is absolutely true. However, only God
knows who and where they are.
Therefore, shall I not pray for
Mr. Jones because he is not one
of God's elect? Who told thee
that he was not? If the slaves of
Africa had been told that John
Newton was one of God's elect
when he was a cursing slave
trader, trafficking in the souls of
men, they would have laughed
him to scorn, yet he was one of
God's elect. To say that I shall
not pray for Mr. Jones because he
is not one of God's elect is the
height of human presumption.
While we are on the subject,
we note that many people have
argument with God because there
are elect and non-elect. I personally do not have trouble with this
simply because God is Ged. It is
presumption of the deepest dye to
say, "Well, I shall pray for the
non-elect to be saved anyway."
Then you choose to pray against
the will of God. We might reason thus, since the Scriptures say
that we shall judge angels, we
ought to pray for fallen angels
that they might be saved. Who
wants to begin such a ministry
against the will of God? One
might as well say, "I shall take
my thimble full of water and extinguish the sun!"
Man has become so presumptuous and self-opinionated that
one would almost expect God to
get down on His knees and start
praying to man to discover what
He can and cannot do so as to be
sure to please man or to conform
His will to the so-called free-will
of man. In today's philosophical
determinism God is dependent
upon man rather than man upon
God. We have reached a new low
in satisfying the corrupt ego of
mankind. "God is dead" becomes
a tenant of humanistic rational(Continued on Page 12, Col. 1)
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ity. According to one author,
with millions of copies sold to
the unsuspecting public, man is
good. The object of his existence
is to survive. Thus, on a near
Darwinian survival of the fittest
level,man by a process of inherent urges, moves on a plane of
rejecting mental aberrations (a
very astute name for sin) toward
complete mental sublimation and
thus projects himself into his
own social utopia without the
help of any God. Millions of
people have swallowed this hog
wash. It was not my intention to
insult the hogs with the
comparison, however. Men who
reason thusly do not pray. They
see no need of it. They are not in
any wise dependent upon God.
They see themselves as selfsufficient, not needing assistance,
nor finding dependence other than
upon their own human determinism. Thus they cannot equate
with the divine fiat that is discovered to us by Holy Scripture
which says; "Thou art worthy, 0 Lord, to receive
glory and honour and
power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy
pleasure they are and were
created" (Rev. 4:11).
In the words of one writer,
with whom I do not agree in all
things, but do concur in the following: "The theory of the universe which underlies the Bible,
which is everywhere assumed or
asserted in the sacred volume,
which accords with our moral and
religious nature, and which,
therefore, is the foundation of
natural, as well as of revealed religion, is that God created all
things by the word of His power;
that He is everywhere present in
the universe, cooperating with
and controlling the operation of
second causes on a scale commensurate with His omnipresence
and omnipotence, as we, in our
measure, cooperate with, and
control them within the narrow
range of our efficiency. According to this theory, it is not irrational that we should pray for
rain or fair weather, for prosperous voyages or healthful seasons;
or that we should feel gratitude
for the innumerable blessings
which we receive from this ever
present, ever operating, and ever
watchful benefactor and Father.
Any theory of the universe which
makes religion, or prayer, irrational, is self-evidently false, because it contradicts the nature, the
consciousness, and the irrepressible convictions of men. As this
control of God extends over the
minds of men, it is no less rational that we should pray, as all
men instinctively do pray, .that
He would influence our own
hearts, and the hearts of others,
for good, than that we should
pray for health" (Systematic
Theology; Hodge; Vol.III,
Soteriology p.698).
I am sure that there are dispensational contingencies to consider
in respect to prayer that should be
carefully considered so that we do
not create a blanket under which
all kinds of misinterpretation
would naturally converge. None
the less, Paul tells us that prayer
is to be made for all classes of
men without distinction. "I exhort therefore, that, first
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supplications;
all,
of
prayers, intercessions, and
giving of thanks, be made
for all men" (I Tim. 2:1).
He continues by saying: "For
kings, and for all that are
in authority; that we may
lead a quiet and peaceable
life in all godliness and
honesty. For this is good
and acceptable in the sight
of God our Saviour" (I Tim.
2:7-3).
In this Holy Scripture we are
told that praying, of which intercessions and supplication are but
forms of praying, is a contingent
factor in leading a "quiet and
peaceable life" and is a
conditioning factor in godliness
and honesty. This substantiates
what I have already submitted
that true prayer is a conditioning
factor in the well being of society
as a whole. This praying is that
which is carried on by the elect of
God for only their prayers avail.
It is a Biblical tenant that God
does not hear the prayer of sinners. "Now we know that
God heareth not sinners:
but if any man be a worshipper of God, and doeth
his will, him he heareth"
(John 9:31).
Looking in particular to the
question at the beginning of this
article let us review it at this
time. "Where is there Scriptural
example or precept to teach anyone to pray for the salvation of
the wicked or for sinners to be
born again?"
Let me be the first to report
that I do pray for the unsaved. I
have prayed for their salvation
which includes that they be "born
again" without which there is no
such thing as salvation. I know
that my praying does not make it
Scriptural- unless the Scriptures
do teach us to pray for unsaved
folks and for their salvation. As
a principle of praying for unsaved
people let us remember that our
Lord Jesus Christ said, "But I
say unto you, Love your
enemies, bless them that
curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for
them which despitefully
use you, and persecute
you" (Matt. 5:44). Our Lord
surely practised what He preached
for on the cross He prayed,
"...Father, forgive them;
for they know not what
they do..." (Luke 23:34). This
is not a prayer endorsing universal. This prayer does not procure
salvation for the whole world of
men without exception. It was
prayer in the trinitarian dimension of accomplishing the decrees
which both the Father and the
Son had predetermined. It is better- said in the language of Scripture, "Him, being delivered
by the determinate counsel
and foreknowledge of God,
ye have taken, and by
wicked hands have crucified and slain" (Acts 2:23).
Matthew Henry says, "The petition; 'Father, forgive them, one
would think that He should have
prayed, 'Father, consume them;
the Lord look upon it and require
it.' The sin they were not guilty
of, might justly have been made
unpardonable, and justly might
they have been excepted by name
out of the act of indemnity. No,
these are particularly prayed for.
Now he made intercession for
transgressors, as was foretold
(Isa. 53:12)."
Another commentator says,
"The persons for whom this
prayer is offered cannot be the
Roman soldiers, who are blindly
executing the orders which they
have received; it is certainly the

Jews, who by rejecting and slaying their Messiah, are smiting
themselves with a mortal blow
(John 2:19). It is therefore literally true, that in acting thus they
knew not what they did. The
prayer of Jesus was granted in the
forty years' respite during which
they were permitted, before perishing, to hear apostolic preaching. The wrath of God might
have been discharged upon them
at the very moment." (Editor's
note: I believe that all of those
for whom Jesus thus prayed were
later saved, for it cannot be that
one of our Lord's prayers would
go unanswered.)
Stephen also prayed for the
unsaved when at his death he
prayed, "...Lord, lay not
this sin to their charge..."
(Acts 7:60). In Genesis chapter
20 we have an Old Testament
example of Abraham praying for
the King of Gerar at God's instruction to do so and Abimelech
was not a saved man. "Now
therefore restore the man
his wife; for he is a
prophet, and he shall pray
for thee, and thou shalt
live:..." (Gen. 20:7).
Abemelech was sick and unsaved, filled with lust and
wickedness yet God instructed
Abraham to pray for him. Abraham's intercession for Sodom is
also an example of the saved
praying for the unsaved. This is
recorded for us in Genesis chapter
eighteen. Abraham was not
pleading and praying before God
in behalf of persons in Sodom
who possess the imputed righteousness as did Abraham's
nephew, Lot, whom the Scriptures declare was a just man.
They did not possess imputed
righteousness as did Abraham.
Peter said, "...Of a truth I
perceive that God is no respecter of persons: But in
every
nation
he that
feareth him, and worketh
righteousness, is accepted
with him" (Acts 10:3435)"The judgment which fell
upon the wicked cities immediately afterwards (Abraham's
intercession), proves that there
were not ten 'righteous persons'
in Sodom; by which we understand, not merely ten sinless or
holy men, but ten who through
fear of God and conscientiousness
had kept themselves free from the
prevailing sin and iniquity of
these cities" (Keil-Delitzsch
Commentary on the Old Testament)Of course the prayers of the
elect are the prayers that God intends to honor. They go hand in
hand with the workings of God in
His providence. This is brought
forth in the Scripture which says,
"And shall not God avenge
his own elect, which cry
day and night unto him,
though he bear long with
them" (Luke 18:7). In the great
revelation of Christ we read,
"And another angel came
and stood at the altar,
having a golden censer;
and there was given unto
him much incense, that he
should offer it with the
prayers of all saints upon
the golden altar which was
before the throne" (Rev.
8:3). "In a word, men can never
order their addresses to God in
prayer, suitable to their conditions, without due observation of
His providences. Your prayers
are to be suitable to your conditions, sometimes we are called to
praise, sometimes to humiliation. In the way of His judgments you are to wait for Him
(Isa. 26:8) to prepare to meet

Him (Zeph. 2:1-2; Amos 4:12). lest I deal with you after
Sometimes your business is to your folly, in that ye have
turn away His anger which you not spoken of me the thing
see approaching, and sometimes which is right, like MY
you are called to praise Him for servant Job." It is evident that
mercies received (Isa. 12:1,2). God heard Job's prayer in behalf
But then you must first observe of his friends for we read in verse
them. Thus you find the matter 10: "And the LORD turned
of David's Psalms still varied, the captivity of Job, when
according to the providences that he prayed for his friends:
befell him, but one who is also the LORD gave Job
unobservant and careless can twice as much as he had
never do it. And thus you have before."
the grounds of the duty briefly
Do we have Scriptural examPle
presented" (The Mystery of and precept to pray for the
Providence, John Flavel).
wicked, the unsaved to be born
In closing, let us consider again? The answer, to me at
God's servant Job, as an example least, is yes we do. Christ
of praying for the unsaved. There prayed, "Father, forgive
were the friends of Job. It is not them for they know not
stated that these men had a true what they do." Stephen
relationship with Jehovah. They prayed, "...Lord lay not thigs,
did not come unto Him as did sin to their charge,.
Job. Notice in the first chapter Abraham prayed for the life of the
of Job that he comes to God on king of Gerar and he lived.
the basis of the shed blood, in the Abraham prayed for the unsaved
sacrifice that he offered for him- in Sodom. Job prayed for his
self and for his children. How unsaved friends. The saints in all
graphically this is presented in ages have thus prayed because the
Job 1:5: "And it was so, saints do not know whom God
when the days of their elects. Although it is not said
feasting were gone about, that they prayed for them to "be
that Job sent and sanctified born again," yet we cannot con'
them, and rose up early in ceive that we or they would praY
the morning, and offered to the contrary.
burnt offerings according
to the number of them all:
for Job said, It may be
that my sons have sinned,
and cursed God in their
(Continued from Page 6)
hearts. Thus did Job con- such as are in the sea,
tinually."
that are in them, heard I
In spite of all the pious coun- saying, Blessing, and
sel which Job's friends gave him
honour, and glory, and,
they were not accepted before
power, be unto him that
God. They needed someone to sitteth upon the throne'
pray for them and God said that and unto the Lamb for ever
Job was the one to do it. When
and ever" (Revelation 5:13).
it was all said and done God said
Apostle Paul states, "That at
to Eliphaz the Temanite, "...My
the dame of Jesus everY
wrath is kindled against knee should
bow, of things
thee, and against thy two in heaven, and things In
friends: for ye have not earth, and things under the
spoken of me the thing
earth; And every tongue
that ,is right, as my ser- should confess that Jesus
vant Job hath. Therefore
Christ is Lord, to tb,e,
take unto you now seven
glory of God the Father
bullocks and seven rams, (Philippians 2:10-11). What
and go to my servant Job, sovereignty! What sadness t°
and offer up for yourselves
whose
think that those doomed
a burnt offering; and my
reprobation has forever
servant Job shall pray for
them to the eternal abyss will be
you: for him will I accept: compelled to sing unto the Lord'
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CHOSEN, REDEEMED,
SOUGHT OUT I AM
Don Fortner
(Tune: Must Jesus Bear The Cross Alone?)
Chosen, redeemed, sought out I am,
And saved by sovereign grace,
In Christ complete, I lift my voice,
The triune God to praise!
My Father chose me by His grace
Before He made the world,
Adopted and predestined me
To be His holy child.
Christ Jesus shed His precious blood
Upon the cursed tree;
My Substitute has satisfied
The law of God for me.
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The Spirit, by almighty grace,
Awakened me from death,
Revealing Christ, He brought me life
And gave this sinner faith.
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Chosen,redeemed, sought out I am,
And saved by sovereign grace,
In Christ complete, I lift my voice
The triune God to praise!
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CAN YOU IMAGINE THIS?

Godly women of the Bible wearing mini-skirts or c'd:
ceedingly expensive and very showy clothing, or over103
ing their bodies with expensive jewelry?
"In like manner also, that women adorn the ss
selves in modest apparel, with shamefacedoeor
and sobriety; not with broided hair, or gold,
pearls, or costly array" (I Tim.2:9).
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