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Empty vessels make the most noise
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by Elder Merrel E. Kaley
"Being confident of this
rY thing, that he which
'14th begun a good work in
will perform it until
!Ile day or Jesus Christ"
ut11. 1:6).
Philippians 1:6 tells us very
e,learly (in spite of protestations
lh the Arminian camp) that what
13,z1 starts, God finishes. God has
Provided a complete salvation,
llot a partial one. If indeed the
reader's salvation is partial, that
Is that it can come apart on them
Or be sinned away. If, I say, you
have some sort of supposed salvation that does not carry you
from salvation to sanctification
to glorification without halt or
hesitation, then, my friend, you
Ire lacking in the one point! My
friend, your salvation comes from
Your mind only and is not of, or
from, God! You are lacking the
,
111ost important ingredient in
'leaven and earth, Christ Himself.
Romans 8:1, "THERE is
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 3)
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by Willard Willis
I off.
"Wherefore, sirs, be of
if SO
!;Ind cheer; for I believe
lerrel '
0d, that it shall be even
,
44 it was told me" (Acts
Ilton,
47:25),
We, today, as we sail the
N•00
4orrny seas of life, are also faced
With our Euroclydons. We, how-

STUDIES IN
ACTS

WHOLE NUMBER 2639

INVITATIONS
by Martin E. Holmes
Scripture for this article will be
found in Acts 8:26-39 and the
verse that seems to stand out
most in our mind is verse 31
where we read, "And he said,
How can I, except some
man should guide me? And
he desired Philip that he
would come up and sit
with him."
We will get to our Scripture
reading in just a moment. What I

IMPROPER
AND PROPER
USAGE OF
THE TONGUE
by Sam Wilson
James 3:8, "But the tongue
can no man tame; it is an
unruly evil, full of deadly
poison." Psalms 39:1, "I
said, I will take heed to
my ways, that I sin not
with my tongue: I will

OBSTACLES TO SOUL
WINNING
religion even to oppose it. They
by Charles H. Spurgeon
I have spoken to you, brethren, are not concerned as to what you
at different times, about preach, or where you preach, for
soulwinning--that most royal they have no interest whatever in
employment. May you all be- the matter. They have no
come, in this sense, mighty
hunters before the Lord, and bring
many sinners to the Saviour! I
want, at this time, to say a few
words upon the obstacles that lie
in our path as we seek to win
souls for Christ.
They are very many, and I cannot attempt to make a complete
catalogue of them; but the first,
and one of the most difficult is,
doubtless, the indifference and
lethargy of sinners. All men are
not alike indifferent; in fact, there
are some persons who seem to
have a sort of religious instinct,
which influences them for good,
long before they have any real
love to spiritual things. But thought of God; they care noththere are districts, especially rural ing about Him, or His service,
districts, where indifference pre- they only use His name in provails; and the same state of fanity. I have often noticed that
things exists in various parts of any place where there is little
London. It is not infidelity; the business doing is bad for relipeople do not care enough about (Continued on Page 6,Col. 2)

Martin Holmes
want to do here is make a few
opening and introductory remarks
on our subject; "Invitations", as
used at the close of an evangelistic appeal. In the Baptist Examiner Forum II of May 23, 1992,
four men answered this question
covering all facets of it in a very
able fashion. Being the rebel I
am, I agreed with one or two
answers more than all four. But
that doesn't mean the others were
wrong in what they wrote.
My reasons for writing this article will be apparent in the article itself. But mainly it is because a very close friend of mine
was speaking in a Bible Conference where, in five days, about
(Continued on Page 10, Col. 1)

CHARISMANIA
by T.N. Russin
"But the Spirit expressly says,
that in the subsequent seasons,
some will apostatize from the
faith, giving heed to deceitful
spirits and to teachings of
demons." (ITimothy 4:1) "But
evil men and imposters will
make progress for the worse, deceiving and being deceived." (II
Timothy 3:13: from Greek New
Testament,.
If one turns his television to
one of the so-called Christian

Television Networks he sees an
endless variety of ministries of
every race and gender proclaiming
in no uncertain words that God is
about to send the greatest revival
this world has ever known. The
viewer can see their vast
auditoriums packed to the rafters
with their followers. Many of
these in the audience are standing,
or jumping or are merely standing placidly by with both arms
stretched straight up into the air
as if they were being held up.

The preacher is up on his stage
going through similar contortions, sometimes shouting to the
top of his lungs, sometime
whispering, endeavoring to persuade the people into seeking
some new, some deeper experience with God. Have you asked
yourself the question: "can these
people be right in what they are
doing?" The actions of these religious zealots would seem strange

keep my mouth with a
bridle, while the wicked is
before me."
Pwverbs 18:21 "Death and
life are in the power of the
tongue..."
James 3;9, "Therewith
bless we God, even the
Father, and therewith curse
we men, which are made
after the similitude of
God."
The last verse in our text
teaches us that the tongue can be
used for both good and evil. It
teaches that there are proper and
improper usages of the tongue.
We want to notice in this article
some of the proper and improper
(Continued on Page 10, Col.4)

STUDIES IN
JOSHUA
by C.T. Everman
Chapters 20-22
"THE LORD also spake
unto
Joshua, saying,
Speak to the children of
Israel, saying, Appoint out
for you cities of refuge,
whereof I spake unto you

(Continued on Page 9,Col.4)

The Baptist Examiner Putpit
A Sermon by Pastor Joseph M. Wilson
Willard Willis
in the midst of great adveri!hes, can say with Paul, "I be:eve God, that it shall be
as it was told me".
0d, in fact, has informed us that
e will never leave nor forsake
that His grace is sufficient for
tatever problems that may lie
uefore us. May we, then, "be of
:od
4
cheer". May we believe
ti th all our heart, soul, mind and
hIrength that our Father will do
e'ven as it was told me".
(e-ontinued on Page 6,Col. 1)
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BROTHERS
AND SISTERS
PRAY FOR US

COMPROMISING DEMANDS OF UNIONISM
AND THE ANSWER OF GOD'S PREACHER
Preached at Calvary's 1969
conference
"And the messenger that
went to call Micaiah spake
to him, saying, Behold,
the words of the prophets
declare good to the king
with one assent; let thy
word therefore, I pray thee,
be like one of theirs, and
speak thou good. And Micaiah said, As the LORD
liveth, even what my God
saith, that will I speak" (II
Chron. 18:12,13).
Unionism is the uniting of the
different so-called churches for

religious services or purposes.
We see illustrations of it in the
World Council of Churches, in
union revival meetings, in the
union of churches for Sunday
night services during the summer, at Thanksgiving and Easter
services and other occasions when
these groups unite for religious
services. Unionism is the most
popular thing in religion today.
Not to unionize, and especially to
speak out against it, is a great sin
in the eyes of the religious world,
and it brings ridicule, reproach,
and persecution upon one.
Beloved friends, I insist that this

unionism demands compromise.
To compromise is to hold back
what one says he believes.
Unionism is based upon, and necessitates compromise. There
cannot be any unionism apart
from compromise on the part of
those who unionize. Unionism
cannot exist without compromise. There is no use in saying,
"I'll go anywhere and preach to
any crowd, but I won't compromise." There are places where if
you go, and preach to them you

(Continued on Page 2,Col. 1)

by the hand of Moses;
That the slaver that killeth
any person unawares and
flee
may
unwittingly
be
shall
they
and
thither:
your refuge from the
avenger of blood" (Josh. 20:
1-3).
God had given the children of
Israel a commandment regarding
setting aside cities for refuge.
These cities of refuge were for the
protectiob of a person who had
killed another person unintentionally,. "And if a man lie
(Continued on Page 8,Col. 2)
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DEMANDS
(Continued from Page 1)
will compromise. You can't
unionize without compromise,
for compromise is the foundation
upon which the house of unionism is built.
_
No non-essentials: Unionism
demands compromise on vital and
important doctrines. It is the
constant claim of the unionizers
that they only ask you to compromise on the non-essentials.
There are two things wrong with
this claim. The first is, there are
no non-essentials. To label any
portion of the precious Word of
God a non-essential is an insult
to God, and a slam on the
character and wisdom of God. To
label any precious truth of God's
Word as non-essential is a betrayal of our forefathers. Our
Baptist forefathers died by the
multiplied thousands for truths
that the religious world today
says are non-essential. There have
been Baptists in the days gone by
who have laid down their lives in
order to stand for the truths that
this generation of skim-milk
Baptists (?) has forsaken and
compromised as non-essentials.
They are necessary to a complete
Bible. This precious Book, written in the wisdom of God, I dare
not call non-essentials, what
would I have left? Where would I
go for food for my poor soul?
These so-called non-essentials are
necessary to a full and complete
life of obedience to the Word of
God. If the regenerating work of
the Holy Spirit has wrought
within my soul a desire to obey
my heavenly Father, I will speak
no more of non-essentials, but I
will want to know and do all that
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
AUG.15, 1992
PAGE TWO

He would have me do.
I find in the Word of God that
if you break the most non-essential thing in all the Book and
teach other men to do so, that
you will be least in the kingdom
of God: "Whosoever therefore shall break one of
these least commandments,
and shall teach men so, he
shall be called the least in

JOE WILSON
the kingdom of heaven..."
(Matt. 5:19).
So these things are essential to
the life of obedience. They are
essential to the smile of God's
face and to the favor and
blessings of God. If we are more
concerned about the favor of God
and the smile of God than we are
to please the world, we will
speak no more of non-essentials.
The so-called non-essentials are
necessary to receive a full reward.
One day you and I, as children of
God, will stand before the judgment seat of Christ. We will be
rewarded or suffer loss on the basis of obedience to God's Word.
There will be no element of essential or non-essential in that
judgment--just that of obedience
or disobedience.
I say to you further, the claim
of the unionists that they want
you to compromise things that
are not important is not true.
They want us to compromise
things that mean more than life
to us. Is baptism, that blessed
ordinance that represents the
glorious gospel of Jesus Christ
by which we are saved, nonessential? Is the Lord's Supper,
that precious ordinance that
pictures the broken body and shed
blood of our precious Saviour,
non-essential? Being a member of
the Lord's true church--a position
high as the heavens above all
earthly honors--is that nonessential? The glorious truths of
God's sovereign, unconditional,
effectual, and everlasting grace,
are these non-essential? Beloved,
these are some ofithe things they
want us to give up through
compromise. How shall we--how
can we--give up these and other
precious truths?
This compromise is based
upon a weakness of belief. If you
can compromise God s Word then
it doesn't mean much to you.
Those truths that you are willing
to compromise are truths that
you do not believe very strongly.
Oh! when these truths grip you
soul--when they are the food you
eat and the water you drink--the
rock upon which you stand--when
these truths thrill and fill and
rejoice your soul, you'll
compromise no more. You would
die before vou gave them up.
Then, compromise pays well
financially. If you preach the
truth and stand for the whole
Word of God without apology,
you are not going to get wealthy
in worldly things. God's preachers have, as a rule, been a poor
and afflicted people with few of
this world's goods. If you want to
be a well paid preacher, you had
better forget a lot of what you

have heard at this conference and preach that God saves men by
elect:6f God put Him, and that
go home and follow the crowd grace. It used to be that when you
there He shed His precious blood
down the road of compromise.
said "grace," everyone knew what • for the sins of the whole elect, He
(
w
C
ii
Compromise pays in the mat- you meant, but the religious
family of God. God's man 01! religio
ter of popularity. If you want world has so perverted the word
preach on many themes. He
your name in the paper and want until you have to add a string of endeavor to preach the whole of eisrrn
oo
r
the leaders of the city to attend adjectives now. So, God's
God's Word. But every now and churct
your meetings, and you want to preacher will preach that God
then and that quite often--he will good
be popular with the world, you saves men by free sovereign, unhave to preach him a sermon on matter
will have to compromise. Fur- conditional, irresistible, and
the precious blood of Christ that
ther, to compromise will put you everlasting "grace," God's
cleanseth from all sin.
N
woo
g
ill
!aN
lpic
in the majority. Who likes to preacher will preach that the
God's preacher will preach th3t
stand alone? Who likes to be in sinner is so depraved, vile, and
the Holy Spirit comes with an
the minority? Who would not filthy--that the sinner is dead in
effective and an irresistible power da
tanirtinsa
rather stand with and be a part of trespasses and sins--that the
and brings those chosen by the
the crowd? Well, that is one of sinner can't come and won't Father, and redeemed by the Son,
PersonulWhich
the rewards that compromise come, but will die and go to hell
to the experience of the saving preach
holds before you.
unless God saves him by grace.
grace of God. God's preacher wilt noth in
The Answer Of God's Preacher:
God's preacher will preach that preach that it is not by the higb
Christi
Now let us notice the answer of out of the mass of totally depowered persuasion of llIc ethaen,cthei
God's preachers. When there is praved mankind, God in His preacher,
or the decision of the
dangled before the eyes of God's sovereign mercy and grace, said,
sinner, but by the mighty and el: faithfu
called preachers of the Word of "I'll take this one and that one
fective power of the Holy Spirit til yot
God the sweet rewards of com- and the other one." He will
that men,are brought to a saving true ch
promise, and when it is demanded preach that God, according to His
B
aheahGroeo
knowledge of Jesus Christ.
ptsy
i
that we give up and tone down, sovereign will, elected from
God's preacher will then rnag'
God
and w,eaken our stand what is our fallen mankind a number that no
nify the grace of God further bY
holy
answer?
man
number, and preaching that
can
those chosen hY
I pause to say that this is a predestinated them to be the
the Father, redeemed by the Son, Church
question each preacher must face objects of His saving grace.
effectually called by the 1101Y, avvipthasal
and decide for himself. I cannot
God's preacher will preach that
Spirit are saved through time ao
decide it for you. I cannot force Jesus Christ, at the appointed
eternity. He will preach that theY,
you to make the proper decision. time, climbed a hill outside the
are "once saved, always saved,
You must face it yourselves. And city of Jerusalem--laid Himself
and that they shall never perish.
you should settle it once and for down upon an old rugged cross
God's preacher will preach what
all. What is your answer?
where all the armies of all time
God says about the Lord's church,
Micaiah said,"...As the could not have put Him but
LORD liveth, even what where His everlasting love for the
(Continued on Page 3, Col. 1)
my God saith, that will I
-S
he I
speak." What courage! What
T 5.
boldness! I would like to have
Ba
witnessed that scene that day.
G
rergouvle
a,
r1
Surely the angels shouted for joy
AprilShepia,,
at the brave and noble answer of
God's preacher. To the mere eyes
e ephtei
MUSINGS OF AN OLD MAN. Forgive an old man for his musings achcurc
of nature, Micaiah stood alone
that day; but I am sure that the about the past, and indulge him a little further if you will. Thank you. before
ON REVIVALS. Well, it seems that we just don't have revivals anY
angels of God were in attendance,
more.
Oh, I know that we now and then have a series of meetings thai
cheering on this noble soldier of
we
label
"revival," but who among us really believes that they are Nal
the Lord. Even though' Jeit°
tolithNtt
hoshaphat, who should have revivals? I surely don't have all the answers as to this, but indulge rne followii
'little
in
some
reminiscing.
stood with God's preacher that
itseevsnietiro
air
or
We used to have more revival meetings than most of us do no° Po
day, was on the other side--still
Micaiah said,"By God's grace and When I started preaching, we always had at least two revival meetings ai
as God lives, and as the living year. It seems to me that now most of us only have one each year. council.
01
God gives me power, I am going know that there are a few who do more than this, but I speak of what
seems
to
me
to
be
the
practice
how
of
know
most
of
not
us.
I
do
to preach what God says"
Beloved, this will be the an- why this has come about, but it has. Some of our churches have yeadY
swer of every God-called preacher conferences, and it may be that they feel that this takes the place of
gclhnid
betih
sate
ti°
d
v1
revival - it does not do the same thing for a church that a revival used t°
who is true to his call.
cdg
onee
of
The Honor Of Being A do. There are many(a majority) that do not have yearly conferences'
Preacher: What an honor to be a and they still have only one revival meeting a year; some don't even d°
preacher! Brother, I am on the top this much.
i
stviahti
desanfl
itna
eicri
We used to put more time and effort into revival meetings. We
rung. I can't go any higher. I am
a Baptist preacher. You can't go moted them more, and we advertised them more. We used to stallVV16
rPcahsel
any higher than that. This world good while before the meeting began, working towards the meeting.
would
preach
on
revival some, even before the meeting began'
has no honor to bestow that even
compares faintly with the honor Members would start arranging their schedules so that they could be 411e
sw
ldee 1of being a preacher of God's sure and attend every meeting of the revival. Members would talk liP0
Word. Yonder in the glory land, I the revival to friends, acquaintances, and neighbors; inviting and ev.e„
expect to shout and praise God urging them to attend some of the services.There used to be more cic,st"'
that He let me be a preacher of for and emphasis upon revival.
We used to have much more prayer for and during the revival. he
His glorious Word. Brethren, do
'1
revival I ever had; the church met Saturday night before the rcviva1lbest
you realize what God has given
you? The angels in heaven would began for prayer. Then someone was in the prayer room, not talkigd
envy--if envy were not a sin--the but praying, until Sunday night when the eevival began. We also 00 OIlhthheir ir°1irlYgPn
ica'issrh
aPnti
g.sc.
privilege that a Baptist preacher to meet thirty minutes before time for revival and the men and wonlec
would
go
into prayer rooms and pray for the revival. Wc also had Or
has. I thank God that down here
in this world, on the battlefield in praying during the revival service than we do now.
11
The revival service lasted longer than they do now. We did not ru.s.,
the smoke and fire and trials of
Ward
life--when other men were mere through the service, get hurriedly to the preaching, give a two-verso In
vitation
(or
no
invitation),
and do our best to be out in an hour.
doctors, lawyers, businessmen, or
Present
Wrsesceahr
eeh
ad thW
A PET PEEVE OF MINE. When I started preaching we always h0
even presidents and kings; that
tI
God let me be a preacher of the t-wo-week revivals. I was appalled at the first revival of less than tglic
glorious gospel of the grace of weeks. Then, we went to ten-day meetings. Then we went to one-1y things
God. Praise God! A man is not meetings - are there ever any longer than this now? Now we mos 11
worthy of the name preacher if he have two, three, or at the most five-day meetings. We sometimes c „ ebe
hjuirecvhee
'
answers any differently than did these "mini revivals." It would be more honest to call them "nowt
Micaiah. The man that won't say, vivals."
do atld
hte5
The
e
Call me old fashioned, and laugh at me if you will, but hear this: I of
"I am going to preach what God
Y
Bar
says," should be stripped of his not remember a two-week revival when we did not have professions
'
se
title, taken from his office, and faith in Christ. We always had baptismal services after the meeliri
the01
placed among the common Now hear this: I very, very rarely hear of a profession of faith in ,
laborers of mankind and cease to short meetings that we have today - do you? You might say to ine "'od
to
the length of the meeting has nothing to do with it; you may say Gek
be called "preacher."
What God's Preacher Will could give a revival in a two-day meeting as easily as in a two.wcoi
Preach: There are some things meeting. Well...? Is He doing it? I sometimes wonder if God is,
:
r:u:(1:11C111
:
UdiP1M
baptist
tg.o
hI11°
which God's preacher who is true saying, "You don't have time for me, so I won't have time for yoU• 011 Cannot
,
annot
Pretend
that
I
did
not
write
the
following:
I
think
that
TV
and
vi0111
,
0d
to his calling, will preach. He
rray rr
will preach what God says about working has an awful lot to do with our short revival meetings: PO"
thi;
how sinners are saved. He will you did not read that.
old things
Well,
of
;In
don't
be
too
hard
on
me.
musings
These
are just some
preach that God does not save
claYs atilt
men by ritual, or religion, or man. It is up to you as to whether or not they makc any sense.
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churchism, and before God, I do
not know which of these three
heresies I hate the most. How(Continued from Page 2)
He will not go along with the ever, the more I study, and the
religious world and its threefold more I observe the awful,
error about the church. 1. There damaging effects and influence of.
is not much difference between the universal invisible church
churches. 2. One church is as heresy, I am almost persuaded
good as another. 3. It doesn't that, of all the heresies of hell
matter which church you join. that have ever come upon the
No! No! God's preacher will not earth, surely one of, if not the
go along with this vile, rotten, most horrible, is the universal
damnable heresy. God's preacher church theory. Nearly every false
Will preach that the most impor- doctrine one can imagine is contant single question the saved nected some way or other with,
Person will ever face is that of and supported by the universal
Which church shall I join? God's church heresy. God's preacher is
preacher will teach that there is going to throw this heresy out
nothing in all the realm of the window.
God's preacher is going to
Christian living as important as
preach
that the church is a local,
the church question, and that you
visible
assembly of scripturally
Can't even start down the road of
faithful, loyal service to God un- baptized believers, scripturally
til you get into one the Lord's organized for a scriptural purpose.
true churches--a sound missionary He will preach that the Lord's
church is a Baptist church--a
Baptist church,if you please
God's preacher will preach with missionary Baptist church--and
a holy passion against the awful that it should be an independent,
heresy of the 'universal invisible missionary Baptist church.
God's preacher will preach what
Church. I hate Hardshellism with
a passion. I hate Arminianism. God says about baptism. He will
With all my soul, I hate universal not go along with the crowd that
says baptism is not important.
The baptism that Jesus walked
sixty miles to obtain, that our
forefathers died for, that had its
origin in heaven will be precious
to God's preacher. God's preacher
will preach that baptism is important, that it is the first step
The Sovereign Grace Mission- down the road of obedience to the
ary Baptist Church of Coal Word of God. He will preach that
Grove, Ohio called Brother Troy scriptural baptism demands a
Sheppard to be their pastor on scriptural mode--immersion; a
April 12, 1992. Brother Sheppard scriptural subject--a believer in
accepted this call. He preached Jesus Christ; a scriptural purregularly there for several months pose--to show forth the gospel;
and a scriptural authority--one of
before this.
On May 1st, Calvary Baptist the Lord's true churches... You
Church ordained Brother Sheppard might as well have the "no bapInto the gospel ministry. The tism" of the Salvation Army, or
following Sunday he took his the spinkling of the Methodists,
Position as pastor of the above or the "baptismal regeneration" of
Mentioned church. There were the Campbellites as to have any
several men on the ordaining baptism that is not on the
Council. Brother John Pruitt led authority of one of the Lord's true
In the questioning. Brother Troy churches.
God's preacher will preach the
aid a very fine job answering the
questions he was asked. He ex- truth about the Lord's Supper. He
hibited a maturity and a knowl- will preach that it is set in the
edge of the Scriptures unusual for Lord's church and under the auone his age (20). We were all thority of the Lord's church. That
satisfied that Troy was qualified the participants are the members
to enter the gospel ministry and of the one local church, and that
to pastor one of the Lord's the elements are unleavened bread
Churches. I do not know of a case and real wine. He will preach that
When a candidate did any better in this precious ordinance has no
magical or saving power, but is a
answering questions.
Elder Reggie Moore led in the blessed remembrance of the Lord
Ordaining prayer. Elder Dan Jesus Christ, symbolizing His
Phillips gave a charge to the death for His people till His
Church. Elder Howard Sheppard, coming again.
:1my's grandfather who had raised
God's preacher will preach the
'QM and taught him much in the truth about the work of the
things of God, gave the charge to church. He will preach that it is
the preacher. I preached a short not the work of the church to
tIrdination sermon to close out stage civil demonstrations, amuse
the service.
and entertain the world, but
, We had a time of food and fel- rather, God's preacher will preach
'owship at the parsonage after- that it is the one job of the
!ard. Most of the members of church to carry out the Great
the church in Coal Grove
were Commission to preach the
Present at the ordination service gospel, to baptize those who are
and
r‘ at the fellowship afterward. saved, and to teach those who
uh, I am hoping that all these have been saved and baptized.
things will lead to a close God's preacher will not be interfellowship between the two ested in ice cream suppers, or hot
tChurches involved in this, and I dog suppers, or brunswick stews,
klieve it will.
or ball teams, or scout troops as
The Sovereign Grace Mission- a part of the church. Brethren,
:1'
41 Baptist Church is located at there are things that are all right
07 Marion Pike, Coal Grove, in their place, but that place is
Alio. I am sure that Brother Troy not in the Lord's church as a part
and the church will.be glad for of the work of the church. The
You to visit them at any time, Lord's church is to shine the light
arid that you will be blessed by of God's Word upon the darkness
tihoing so. Of course, Calvary of this world.
'aptist Church is so close that I
God's preacher will preach the
t
eannot push this part too hard. truth about the woman's place in
"Tay much for this young man the church. He will not go along
and this church. I look for good with the idea that we are living in
„
Illulgs from them both in the a new day, and now it is all right
`JaYs ahead.
for women to do that which they
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could not do in Bible days. God's
preacher will preach that the
women are to keep silent in the
church, and that it is a scandalous
thing, a disgraceful thing for a
woman to speak in the church.
God's preacher will preach that a
woman should have a head
covering on in the assembly, if
he is true to the Word on this
subject.
God's preacher will preach the
truth about Xmas and Easter. He
will not have the heathen tree and
the fat man in the red suit around
his house. He will preach that
these two days, so idolized by the
world, are twin babies with a
heathen daddy and a Catholic
mama, and that no sound Baptist
will have anything to do with
those heathen babies. Let the
harlot daughters of Rome do as
they please. Let them have their
Santa Claus and the Xmas program, their sunrise services. They
might as well have those things
as the preaching services they
have.
Brethren, I am not trying to
straighten out other churches. I
don't care if the Methodist goes
to his false church regularly or
not. I don't care if he tithes to his
church or not. I don't care if the
Methodists do not have but one
service a week. They would be
better off if they did not have
any. A Methodist church can feed
the belly a whole lot better than
they can the soul anyhow. I don't
care what other churches do, but
let Baptists, who claim to be a
different people, and who claim
to believe the Word of God--let
Baptists be true to the Bible.
Shame on a Baptist preacher and
a Baptist church and a Baptist
church member who will have
anything at all to do with the
heathen idolatry of Xmas and
Easter. How wicked!
God's preacher will preach the
truth about prophecy. He will
preach the rapture, the tribulation, the glorious millennial
reign of Jesus Christ, and he will
teach his people to live in the
light of the blessed hope of the
imminent return of the Lord Jesus Christ.
God's preacher will preach the
truth about eternity. He will
preach that there is a heaven of
indescribable bliss for the elect
family of God. He will preach
that there is an eternal hell of
unutterable woe, torment, and
suffering for those who die without Jesus Christ. He will remind
his hearers that they are eternal
beings and that there is a heaven
and a hell, and that's all there isthere ain't no more--and that each
individual will be in one or the
other through all eternity. How
the preacher's heart will strain as
he warns and urges men with respect to eternity.
I could go on and on telling
what God's preacher will preach,
but time fails me. God's preacher
will be like Micaiah, and--no
matter what the subject under
discussion is--God's preacher will
preach "...what my God
saith, that will I speak".
Now, beloved, a stand like this is
not the stand of flesh and blood.
It is not the mere power of the
will of man. Only the grace of
God can enable you and me, as
God's preachers, to take this stand
and stick to it. Oh, how we need
to cry out to God, that in these
awful days of compromise that
God will give us grace, and make
us to stand.
And it will pay us to take this
stand. It will pay even though we
do not get the rewards that come
by compromise. It will pay in
the joy of knowing that you

stand true for God. It will pay in
the blessings of God in your soul
and upon your life.
It will pay in bright, shining,
and eternal rewards at the judgment seat of Christ. May God
bless you dear preacher brethren
and all His saints.
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and glorified so far as God is
concerned! In time, one is saved,
justified and sanctified, however
he is not glorified until he is
taken home either in the rapture
or in death! Where, by the way,
in the rapture both body and soul
will be glorified. So herein our
great God tells us very succinctly
that the One who elects before
the foundation of the world also
carries through to glorification.
How wonderful! What security!
Oh, Arminians, oh, Pentecostals, Oh, Charismatics, and
yes, you Baptist Hardshells, can
you not see that you put God's
very honesty, promises and His
Word in question when you deny
these truths? Some of you Hardshells hang out at the other end
of the spectrum. You deny the
ability to even know one is
saved! Thus the Hardshell denies
the clear teaching of Scripture in
I John chapter 5, With particular
attention to verses 10-12,just as
much as the Arminian! Strange
bedfellows indeed! Read the
Scriptures indicated, Hardshell,
and note the number of times
"know" appears and concerning
what! But that's another sermon
for another time.
The,second verse is John's
Gospel 1:12, "But as many as
received him, to them gave
he power to become the
sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name."
Now, beloved, I came out of the
Protestant crowd, I considered
myself a Calvinist, and know
whereof I speak when I tell you
the Aiminians(includes all so far
mentioned and four point
Calvinists, plus liberal weakkneed so-called Baptists) read the
same Scripture but see it thusly:
"But as many as accepted Him."
Brethren, I have heard it preached,
quoted and said this way so many
times I have lost count. But I
cannot remember a sermon
wherein they quoted verse 13! I
do not say they never use it as a
part of the initial Scripture reading, but they dare not preach it
along with the word accept, for
the use of the term "accept" in
the context does verily make the
sense of these two verses into
nonsense.
Beloved, the Protestant,
Calvinist and Baptist four pointers (really Community Non-denominationalists) have made almost a fetish of using this word
accept, or the misuse, I should
say, instead of the proper term
"receive." Folks, the word accept
is not even a Baptist term so far
as salvation is concerned. I have
heard it read or quoted this way
many times. Especially in socalled evangelistic meetings. Before I came into the knowledge of
the sovereignty of God and eventually church truth, I too, used
that wrong terminology. And it
is wrong. There is a vast difference between accept and receive.
Even as I am writing this article I
have poured some coffee into my
favorite blue mug. The mug received the coffee, it did not however accept it! Why? Because the
cup is unable because of its nature as.an inanimate object to do
so. Just as that one who is dead
in sins and trespasses can do
nothing that is spiritual being
spiritually dead! Prior to pouring
the coffee, my wife went to the
cupboard looking for the cup, it
did not come looking for her due
to its nature., and found it resting

therefore now no condemnation to them which are
in Christ Jesus..." The
Scripture here reveals that to the
one who is saved, converted,
born-again, there is no
condemnation. Condemnation is
judgment! Paul is herein teaching
plainly that saved folk are no
longer in danger of what we call
the Great White Throne Judgment. Why? Because Jesus paid
the sin debt of all believers back
on Calvary's cross. Note: All sin
was borne by Christ on the cross.
All sin of all God's people for all
time.
The Arminian, the Pentecostal,
the Charismatic and the fool read
the same Bible, yea, the same
words that we do. But while they
read the same words they evidently do not see the same words!
Bear with me as I point out
two examples in Scripture: Romans 5:8-9, "But God commendeth his love toward
us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for
us. Much more then, being
now justified by his blood,
we shall be saved from
wrath through him." Now I
submit that the Arminian, and
fellow-travelers above mentioned,
read the same words but see them
thus: Verse 9,"Much more then,
being justified by His blood and
our hanging in there, we shall be
saved by our diligently living for
Him and kept from His wrath
(hell) by keeping our bodily vessel clean spiritually. Thus allowing Him to have the victory
through us." I am saddened and
angered by this. My own daughter is involved in such! They,and
she, are lacking in the one point!
They lack in trusting in Christ to
do what He says He will do. This
is a terrible sin against a truthful
God who cannot lie.
Romans 8:30, "Moreover,
whom he did predestinate,
them he also called: and
whom he called, them he
also justified: and whom
he justified, them he also
glorified." Praise God! How
clear. Hallelujah! The One who
predestinated and predetermined
before the world was framed also
called this preacher (through the
gospel by regeneration) and even
as He called me,He also justified
me. I am justified by the place
taking of Jesus Christ my Savior. When? On the cross! How?
By the imputation of all my sin
onto Jesus. He bore all my sin,
not part of it! At that same time
all of His righteousness was imputed to me. (See Romans
5:11,6:5,6:14,6:22 and 3:21,22).
And most wonderful of all, those
He justified them He also glorified. Note: This is past tense-in
the mind of God it is an already
accomplished task. God says in
this single verse, Romans 8:30,
that those He predetermined to
save(the elect) He also did prede- (Continued on Page 4,Col. 5)
termine to justify, and these same
folk He predetermined to glorify.
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
Any and every child of God is at
AUG.15,1992
once saved, justified, sanctified,
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Christ has manyjoint heirs, but no successors
terness and cursings. He is
blessed or rewarded for his deeds
of kindness toward man and his
service toward God.
Only God can tame that small,
unruly member of man's physical
body which is so often used for
SUBMIT QUESTIONS ON ANY BIBLE SUBJECT
rather than good. Man canevil
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not tame or control the evil tendencies of the heart. Jeremiah
17:9 says, "The heart is deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked:
Explain James 1:26 and 3:8 as to "the tongue can no man
who can know it?" Only the
tame" and "bridleth not his tongue."
all knowing, all wise God can do
such, for He says in verse 10, "1
the Lord search the heart,. I
try the reins, even to give
every
man according to his
pendence on Him to help us con- ence on the untamable tongue.
SAM WILSON
ways,
and according to the
trol this evil. May God help us May we be aware of our speech
1490 North
fruit
of
his doing." Again,
to see what a terribly wicked and the constant watch that must
Spring St.
member of our body the tongue be set upon the curbing of the Jesus tells us in Matthew 15:18,
Gladwin, MI
is, and may we depend upon Him tongue which only God can per- "But those things which
48624
proceed out of the mouth
for controlling this evil member. form.
PASTOR:
come
forth from the heart;
May God bless you all.
Grace
and they defile the man."
Baptist Church
Thank you for your question.
Gladwin, Michigan
JOHN
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Washington St.
James 1:26: "If any man
EVERMAN
Williamson,
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among you seem to be
No. 5
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30292
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religious,
and
bridleth
Ft. Mitchell, Ky
PASTOR:
not his tongue, but de43015
41017
Griffin
West
ceiveth his own heart, this
PASTOR:
DEACON
Baptist
Church
Walnut Creek
man's religion is vain."
Calvary
Griffin, GA
James 3:8: "But the tongue Missionary Baptist
Baptist Church
Church
can no man tame; it is an
Ashland, KY
Delaware, OH.
unruly evil, full of deadly
I believe that the answer to this
poison."
question can be summed up in
I am not sure what the querist
what the Lord Jesus said to the
"If any man among you
is asking. To me, these verses
"I SAID, I will take heed Jews of His day; that from the
seem almost self explanatory. to my ways, that I sin not abundance of the heart the mouth seem to be religious, and
These verses are simply warning with my tongue: I will speaketh. James 1:26 and 3:8 are bridleth not his tongue,
us about the dangerous weapon keep my mouth with a in harmony with the practical but deceiveth his own
heart, this man's religion
that our tongues can be.
bridle, while the wicked is theme of the book of James and
is vain" (James 1:26).
This is something that we before me." (Psalm 39:1)
that is, "Faith
without
We need to note three things
should know from experience and
We are told in James 3:8 that works is dead, being
about
the man in this verse. First
from observation. Let us look at no man( no human being) can alone..." A true believer
must
these two verses of Scripture tame the tongue. The word here be a doer of the work. (James he "seems" to be religious or he
"thinks himself' to be religious.
separately.
means "subdue". We are told pre- 1:25). To say that you are saved
Second, he "bridleth" not his
James 1:26; This verse warns ceding this verse that we
can and have not the fruit of the spirit tongue. Third, he "deceivet
h"
us of the vanity of religion where tame animals,
but not this little is contrary to the whole principle his own heart.
The
word
there is no control over our member which is full of
poison of the new birth. "Therefore, "religion" is a broad
term that
tongues. There is the message and is a restless evil. It is
fickle, if any man be in Christ he
that every true child of God inconsistent, unstable, restless, is a new creature: old means "belief in the supernatural
should have some control over and unreliable. Like a wild, rest- things are passed away, and the expression of that belief."
The term can be applied to any
his tongue. There is the implica- less, vicious animal,
it paces behold all things are be- system of worship, Christian
or
tion that a person who has no back and forth in its cage
waiting come new." (II Corinthians otherwise.
control of his tongue is not truly for an opportunity to lash
out 5:17).
James is here describing a man
saved. I think this is a most with poison, a vicious attack,
The tongue will manifest either who seems
an
to be "religious". To
accurate statement. I know that expression of hate, or death deal- the works of the flesh or the
fruit
saved people will not control ing gossip. No man can tame, or of the Spirit. How can a person all outward appearance he is what
he claims. He goes to church, he
their tongues always, but they subdue the tongue, but it can
be blaspheme God with his lips and gives to the church, he listens
to
will strive to keep it in check to bridled, or curbed as
we are told have the Spirit living in his the Word of God.
In fact, he
a large degree. I think that pro- in James 1:26.
heart? How shall we, that are thinks of himself
as a very relifanity is a good example of this.
James 1:26 is speaking of the dead to sin, live any longer
gious person. There is one thing
A person claiming to be saved fact that a person who thinks he therein? A man who thinks
othwho cannot bridle his tongue and is religious in state and outward erwise deceives himself. I be- that gives this man away. This
man does not bridle his tongue.
avoid profanity is usually a hyp- action, is not so unless he, or she lieve that these two verses
in
ocrite. I am not saying they will has a bridle or curbing restraint James are in perfect harmony He has an evil tongue that puts
forth vile language. He uses
never utter a word of profanity, I on their tongue. The inner life with one another.
dirty,
filthy talk that betrays him.
am saying that it will not be a brought about by God and the
In verse 26 James points out While slandering
and backbiting
habit with them. Our tongue does Word( both living and written
) that the person who goes through others; he prides himself as being
nothing more than express the has a restraining effect on the the motions of religion
(religion
very religious. His tongue shows
feelings of our heart. We surely tongue. The word bridle means
to in the sense being the good deeds what is inside the
man's heart,
need hearts that are right with and " guide and to hold in
check". of worship and service unto God, "Out of the abundance
of
close to God. I also believe this The outward religious life
is use- and expressing kindness towards the
heart
the
mouth
applies to lying, gossiping, less
unless it is accompanied by a one's brother) and brings reproach speaketh" (Matt. 12:34).
All
backbiting, and talebearing. May bridled,
inner life influence upon God and the Lord's church, his religion is only a show, all
God help us to bridle our
Christian principled, restraining is nothing more than a hypocrite. on the outside, nothing in the
tongues. If we do not, it will
of the tongue. True Christian in- He, having a form of godliness heart. His talk shows him
for
have a negative influence on our
fluence brings about discretion in but denying the power thereof, what he really is, a deceived
man.
Christian testimony.
deceives himself if he thinks that He "deceiveth
speech.
his own
James 3:8: We know from
That bridle should curb grum- he can please God by such deeds. heart." This man
thinks of
experience that the tongue is inbling, complaining, foolish talk, This is contrasted by the apostle's himself as being
saved, yet
deed unruly, evil, and full of poi- vulgarity,
cursing, lying, and comment in verse 25. "But James said, "this man's relison. We have all been hurt by, gossip.
Although the tongue whoso looketh into the gion is vain."
and have hurt other people by cannot
be tamed nor subdued, it perfect law of liberty, and
"But the tongue can no
improper usage of our tongue.
can be controlled by God as we continueth therein, he be- man tame:
it is an unruly
The meaning here is that no man yield our members as
instruments ing not a forgetful hearer, evil, full of
deadly poison"
of himself can tame the tongue. of righteousn
but
a doer of the work,
ess unto God.
(James
3:8).
Man can tame animals according Please
this man shall be blessed
note Romans 6:13.
First, we need to note that this
to verse 7, but his own tongue he
An unbridled tongue will al- in his deed." The perfect law verse does
not say that the tongue
cannot tame. We must have the ways speak
ill, backbite, and hurt of liberty is the law of Christ. It can not be
tamed,
but "no man"
help of God in this. We need deis
the law of holiness and kindas it can, any and all within its
can tame it. The fact that no man
reach and path. Man is helpless ness. it is the law of the
can tame the tongue explains
to subdue, or tame it; but God, regenerated heart.
why the man's religion in 1:26 is
This man's tongue reflects that
His Word, and their fruits in the
revealed to be vain by his tongue.
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
inner man can curb its evil. good and holy nature of God in It is
very true that "no man"
Christian grace can often bridle him. It is the tongue of kind- can tarre the tongue,
AUG.15, 1992
but there is
Christian disgrace by its influ- ness, instead of a tongue of bit- One who
PAGE FOUR
can. The One who is
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able to save the drunkard, the
thief, the murderer, the vilest of
sinners, is the One Who can also
tame the tongue.
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in its usual position, upside
down. First she converted the ettP
because it was unable to do so
and because its former position of
untenable for the coming use of
its owner. In its former position
of being unconverted it was filled
with something-darkness. When
it was converted it stood ready t°
do its job, also it was now filled
with light. She now filled it with
a warm and refreshing liquid. It
now was a delight to its owner.
But, all was accomplished by the
powerful outside force of the human who went after it, converted
it, filled it, and used it. This is
receiving! Oh, beloved, can Yoe
not see the allegory here? Indeed 1
realize that no allegory, example,
or even parable can come close to
the power and majesty of God,
but Jesus used parables to shed
light on spiritual truths. AlwaYs
remember, the one accepting or
rejecting something or someone
has and is the ultimate power.
We do not accept Jesus, nay
rather, He accepts us!
God chose His people back
eternity. He marked them out,
named them and made out a plan
for them, a plan that would redeem every one of them. Oh,
how foolish! How very, verY
foolish is the Arminian who
worships a puny God who cannot
save His own unless He is allowed to do so by puny clay. Oh,
what a sorry savior who cannot
open a door. Poor Jesus, poor
Jesus, is the silly cry of the Pentecostal. Oh, try Jesus, give poOr
God a chance, cries the Charismatic pulpiteer. Let's sell Hila•
Tell the masses about the foot
spiritual laws. Remember to nod
your head in the affirmative as
you literally get them to sign on,
the dotted line says super gospel
salesman Bill Bright of Para"
Church Campus Crusades. Couch
your questions in such a way 0
to get yes answers, after all the
Holy Spirit needs our trashY,
tricky, business maneuvers. Go°,
needs our help. He has done all
He can do. Now it is all up to us'
Shame, oh, shame! Ye who have
circumvented the grace of God,be
sure, be very sure you will give
answer to the Majesty on high.
These folk lack in the one
point of not rightly dividing the
Word ,of God. They lack in the
one point of misusing man)
!
Scriptures to gain converts
(whose?) or just thru simple ir
norance (as I was). See Revela;
tion 3:20: "Behold, I stand al
the door, and knock: if afl
man hear my voice, all
open the door, I will conic
in to him, and will OE
with him, and he wit"
me." Now, dear ones, if ever a
text was taken out of context WI
arrive at a pretext it is this one.i
In all honesty I can say that uou
I got into a true New Testamat
Baptist church, I had never been
in a church that did not misuse
this verse. I have seen men with
Doctor before their name, Met
!
who had been to great college'
and on to great seminaries; I hav,
ci
heard the lowly to the esteeme"
wrongly use Revelation
Gentlemen, you who thus use
(Continued on Page 5, Col. 5)
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mentions seven, Mark six, and
Luke quotes five. The first three
are not mentioned in either of the
three parts. The fourth point
shows that all the commandments had been kept for a period
of time, in particular, from his
youth. And though all had been
SUBMIT QUESTIONS ON ANY BIBLE SUBJECT
kept, he is told that one thing
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was lacking. And fifthly he is
told that to be perfect he is to sell
all and follow Christ. He must
give up all that he had relative to
Why did Jesus preach the law to the rich young 'ruler?
earthly goods.
Jesus preached the commandments to the ruler to show that
follow Him. This caused, him to holy. There is a right use of the
DAN PHILLIPS
be very sad, for he was very rich law and a wrong use of the law. salvation is not obtained by the
keeping of the law. "Knowing
868 Bethel Drive
and would not part with his Even so, the law does not bring
that a man is not justified
Bristol, TN.
worldly possessions to gain salvation. The law, under the old
by the works of the law,
heavenly possessions.
economy, did not bring salvation.
37620
but
by the faith of Jesus
then
"Is
against
the
law
PASTOR:
JAMES A.
New Testament
Christ, even we have bethe promises of God? God
CRACE
lieved in Jesus Christ, that
Baptist Church
forbide for if there
had
1862 St. John's Rd.
we might be justified by
Bristol, TN
given
been
which
a
law
Crescent Springs,
the
faith of Christ, and not
could
life,
have
vergiven
KY
by the works of the law:
ily righteousness should
41017
have been by the law" for by the works of the
PASTOR:
Jesus always answered queslaw shall no flesh be
(Galatians
3:21).
Bethel Baptist
tions with convicting answers
The law was our schoolmaster. justified" (Gal. 2:16). The
Church
Which would put the inquirer on
purpose of the commandments
A schoolmaster tells us what to
the spot. This man came to Him Crescent Springs,
was to instruct or teach as to our
us.
The
do
it
for
but
does
not
do
KY
and kneeled down showing some
law brings us to a knowledge of manner of life. They are the rules
For by the law are ye saved sin. We learn by the law how far by which we guide our lives and
reverence but did not recognize
aim as Lord. He did not approach through works and that of your- short we have come. We did not the principles by which'we are to
aim in order to get saved, get selves, not of God lest He should know what a great distance we live. There is only one way for a
converted, or born again, rather receive the glory. Some may be- were from Christ until the law
person to obtain salvation, and
he wanted to live for ever. He lieve this is why Christ preached came. Paul said. "For I was that is through Jesus Christ.
had, or it would seem that he had the law to the young ruler; to alive without the law "Neither is there salvation
an this world's goods that he save his soul. Some would like once: but when the com- in any other: for there is
heeded, so he wanted to live for- you to believe that only by the mandment came, sin re- none other name under
works of the law is man justified vived, and I died" (Romans heaven given among men,
ever to enjoy it.
in
the sight of God. But Christ
He wanted to know what he
7:9). The meaning or sense of whereby we must be saved"
could do to inherit eternal life. He did preach the law to save the this is, that Paul learned of the (Acts 4:12). The words "any
had life now, but wanted to live soul of the rich young ruler; not depths of sin. He learned how other" refers to the way of salvaforever. He believed that he must that he must keep the law to have depraved we sinners are. He tion not being in works, law,
do something, or pay for this eternal life, but that he must trust learned that he could not reach a family, baptism, church
Special blessing. He came and follow Him. As the Word state of perfection by or through membership, etc.
This ruler knew that he did not
believing that good works would says in Ephesians 2:8,9 "For the law. We are to learn this.
save him from death and corrup- by grace are ye saved No man can gain salvation by possess eternal life. This is why
don so Jesus put him on the spot through faith; and that not striving to live by the law. Be- he asked what he must do to inSO to speak; "why callest thou of yourselves: it is the sides that, a person cannot live herit it because he knew that
kle good?" You are approaching gift of God: Not of works, up to the perfect standard of the there was something lacking in
man
should law. If we cannot live by this his life. He asked in Matthew
the as a man with a gift that you lest any
desire, as man I am not good; boast." And Galatians 3:11, perfect standard, then we must 19:20: "what lack I yet?"
Only God is good. If I'm not good "But that no man is justi- look in some other direction. The word lack there means a
You are not good." If He was not fied by the law in the But, just because we cannot live deficiency or a short coming. In
good He could not do a good sight of God, it is evident: a perfect life is no reason that we other meanings it means to be
Work that would be accepted by for, The just shall live by should not strive to. It is as destitute, in need or wanting. So,
faith."
C)od the Father.
wrong to disobey the law as it he realized that something was
Christ preached the law to the ever
, Perhaps Jesus was thinking of
lacking in his life. In Luke
was.
tsaiah 64:6 which says, "But rich ruler to show him his
Christ preached the law to the 18:22, Jesus told him; "yet
We are all as an unclean inability to keep it. He said he rich young ruler to show him the lackest thou one thing."
tiling
and
all
our had observed it from his youth. error of his way. Christ pointed The word "lackest" means to be
lighteousness are as filthy But his rejection of Christ's re- out to the young ruler the fact left behind. The thing that he
Illgs; and we all do fade as quirements for him to be com- that he had not lived according to lacked was to be a follower of
,4 leaf; and our iniquities plete proved he had not kept the the law as he had thought. The Jesus Christ. This is what Jesus
like the wind, have taken law. Unlike Moses, who forsook young ruler had riches. He told him to do. "Then Jesus
,
115 away." With this in mind the pleasures of sin for a season trusted in his riches. He learned
beholding him loved him,
Jesus preached the law to him to to suffer reproach with the chil- that he must forsake all that he and said unto him, One
1,
110w that he had already lied to dren of God, this rich young ruler had and turn to Christ.
thing thou lackest: go thy
'
1411, for no man had ever, or did not have respect unto the recBy the law is the knowledge of way, sell whatsoever thou
et3tIld ever keep the law and be ompense of the reward. He had no sin. The law slays us, but Christ hast, and give to the poor,
Perfect but Jesus Himself. Read- experience of the saving faith that makes alive. By the law through and thou shalt have treaing Matthew's and Luke's account Moses and all other saints of God Christ we mortify the deeds of sure in heaven: and come,
We find that this man had accu- enjoy. Christ preached the law to the
flesh. But Christ is our life, take up the cross, and folNlated great wealth while he had save the soul of the rich young not the law.
low me" (Mark 10:21). By behoor neighbors around him. He ruler; to humble him and bring
ing obedient to Jesus and followha, d not loved his neighbor as conviction of sin; to work godly
ing him, his treasure would not
nTiself as stated in Matthew sorrow.
be earthly, but heavenly.
JAMES 0.
3:24 - 26,
'9:19. Again in James 2:8-10,
Galatians
When the rich ruler was told
:If ye fulfil the royal law "Wherefore the law was 1747WILMOTH
that
the keeping of the comFullington Rd
:ceording to the Scrip- our schoolmaster to bring
mandments
was not the way to
*es, Thou shalt love thy us unto Christ, that we Toledo, OH 43614
eternal life, but the forsaking of
MEMBER
neighbour as thyself, ye do might be justified by
all earthly possessions and folGrace
Well: But if ye have re- faith. But after that faith
lowing Jesus was; he was grieved
Baptist Church
43ect to persons, ye coin- is come, we are no longer
and sorrowful for he had great
Gladwin, Ml.
sin, and are convinced under a schoolmaster. For
possessions. We are not told the
4r the law as trans- ye are all the children of
final outcome of the rich ruler's
As a prelude to this answer, meeting with Jesus. There are
Rtessors. For whosoever God by faith in Christ Jeshall keep the whole law, sus.
may I suggest that the three fol- those that feel he was never saved
4'Id
lowing portions of Scripture be and went out into eternity lost,
yet offend in one DAVID S. WEST
2829 South
Point, he is guilty of all."
read and compared: Matthew having trusted in the commandLive Oak Drive
19:16-28, Mark 10:17-45, and ments. Although we are not told
,
1 The commandments must be
^ePt outwardly, inwardly, and
Moncks
Luke 18:18-34. In these Scrip- the final outcome of this particuCorner, SC
tures, five points are made rela- lar encounter, it is my belief that
spritually. This man had not
29461
tive to the question in each of the at a later time, the rich ruler
„elle this; therefore, he had lied
the Lord Jesus. Jesus preached
PASTOR:
three parts. First, what must be submitted to the sovereignty of
Landmark
done to inherit eternal life. Sec- Jesus Christ and became obedient
thile law to him to show him that
Missionary
ondly, we read the command to to His command to "follow me."
te Could do nothing to inherit
Baptist Church
keep and know the command- I base this on the statement made
ternal life! Then he put him to
N. Charleston,
‘
tl e test. He told him to sell
ments. The third point shows in verse twenty one: "Then JeSC
thhatsoever he had and give it to
that not all of the ten command- sus beholding him loved
C Poor and take up his cross and
The law is good and right and ments are referenced, Matthew him." The word "loved" in the

The Baptist Txaminer Forum II

•

upside
the CUP
)do s°
;ition of
; use of
)ositioa
as filled
. When
.eadY t°
w filled
it with
quid. It
owner.
by the
the ho'
nverted
This Is
;an Yo°
indeed
KalriPle'
close to
if God,
to shed
AlwaYs
fling or
mneolle
power'

riaY

back in
out,
t a plan
iuld re'
m. Oh,
y, verY
.n wh°
t cannot
e is al'
lay. Oh,
cannot
s, poor
he Pen'
ve poor
Charis•
11 Hint
le four
to nod
itive as
sign on
gos. I
- Para'
Couch
way 35
all the
trashY,
-s. God,
one al'
p to us'
to hove
3od, be
iii give
Ugh.
ie one
ing the
in the
manY
nverts
pie ig'
;evela;
ind
if allAY
aflup
cool'
1 OP
with
ever
text t°,
s one;
it until
arnerli
r been

niSUSe

a With
, Me°
lieges
I pavAe
!,erncnt'
3:2u.
Is use
.5)

Greek is "Agapao" and is the
strongest word used in the New
Testament and usually refers to'
the love of God for his chosen
people.

LACKING
(Continued from Page 4)
Scripture, must I assume that
these institutions have taught
you to lie? How to mislead? Or
are you or they ignorant fools,
easily fooled or all of the above?
The Communists say: "The end
justifies the means." Are we as
they? You may say, "wherein is
your charge?" Herein is my
charge: For the thirty years that I
have been saved I have heard
Revelation 3:20 used as an evangelistic tool that is preached thus:
"Behold I stand at the door and
knock" (what door?), why, the
door to your heart, unsaved
friend. Jesus is knocking and
wants to come in, but He cannot.
Pray, tell why, preacher friend?
Because Jesus says that if any
man hear my voice he must open
the door as Jesus cannot and will
not violate your freewill. We
have all'seenthe picture of Jesus
(the awesome and creative
majesty of the universe) standing
at the door which the learned
artist paints as having no handle
on the outside, only on the inside
(my, the muddled, murky,
maverick, mind of sinful and
egotistical mankind). You see
how it is? You must open the
door. In fact, Satan has cast a
vote for you, God has cast a vote
for you, and you, lost friend,
must cast the tie-breaker, the deciding vote. How can you do
that? Why, by opening the door.
You must do that which Christ
could not do. But those who
teach such lack in the one point,
none of it is true.
Even the simplest of preachers
can contextually discern that the
chapter is dealing with churches
and verse 20 with a church in
particular. The churches are real
local churches with typical overtones. The context begins with
verse 14 where the pastor of the
Laodicean church is being addressed. Note: A church in the
New Testament is always a called
out assembly of baptized believers who havt covenanted together
in the faith and fellowship of the
gospel. So then, it is apparent
Christ is addressing that local
church and its pastor concerning
the lukewarm condition among
its members. A church is made
up of already saved people.
Therefore, in context, this verse
has to do with Christ addressing
those who are already His. He
desires warm and loving fellowship again with them and the
opening of the door is the door of
fellowship based on His Lordship. Jesus is not now, nor ever
has, stood at the door of anyone's
heart, saved or unsaved, and
begged or asked to be let in. In
point of fact, there is not even an
allegory of such in the Bible.
However, in Acts 16:14, "And a
certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of
the city of Thyatira, which
worshipped God, heard us:
whose heart the Lord
opened, that she attended
unto the things which were
(Continued on Page 7,Col. 1)
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Earth is our inn, heaven is our home

ACTS
(Continued trom rage 1)
Those who are prone to doubt
God's care of us should stop and
take a long look by faith to Calvary and ponder the following
passage of Scripture while looking.
"He that spared not his
own Son, but delivered
him up for us all, how
shall he not with him also
freely give us all things"
(Romans 8:32).
We are informed by Hebrews
11:6 that "without faith it is
impossible to please him".
Believing "that it shall be
even as it was told me",
then, is the only way to please
God. Action, of course, follows
our believing. The action in
Paul's case was that he was of
"good cheer". May we be of
"good cheer" too.
"Howbeit we must be
cast upon a certain island"
(Acts 27:26).
God given faith does not always result in immediate deliverance. True faith, however, is patient and willing to wait upon the
Lord. Daniel was not delivered
from the lion's den, but he was
delivered through the problem.
The three Hebrew children were
not delivered from the fiery furnace, but they were delivered
through it. Paul, in like manner,
was to be wrecked at sea, but he
would be delivered to an island.
We are to understand that our God
desires a tried people. He therefore does not always grant an
immediate deliverance.
"But when the fourteenth
night was come, as we
were driven up and down in
Adria, about midnight the
shipmen deemed that they
drew near to some country"
(Acts 27:27).
Fourteen nights in a hurricane
the size of the Euroclydon would
try the strength and patience of
any man. The "fourteenth
night", in fact was as bad as the
other thirteen, since they were
"driven up and down in
Adria", that is, the Adriatic Sea.
This particular sea, which is now
called the Adriatic Gulf, is situated between Italy and Dalmatia.
Our text informs us that they
were "driven up and down in
Adria". Little did the master of
the ship know that the ship was
under complete control. God, in
fact, by way of the wind, was
standing at the helm. The ship
was moving on God's course toward an island where He had predetermined that it should meet its
fate.
It was "about midnight"
when the people on the shores of
the Adriatic were asleep in their
beds, that the "shipmen
deemed that they drew near
some country".
"And sounded, and found
it twenty fathoms: and
when they had gone a little
further, they sounded
again, and found it fifteen
fathoms" (Acts 27:28).
The
shipmen,
when
"sounding", used a line with a
lead weight on the end of it.
They, when making their first
measurement of the depth of the
water, found it to be "twenty
fathoms", or one hundred and
twenty feet( a fathom is six
feet). They, after traveling a little
further, measured the depth again
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and found it to be "-fifteen
fathoms", or ninety feet.
"Then fearing lest we
should have fallen upon
the rocks, they cast four
anchors out of the stern,
and
wished
for
the
day"(Acts 27:29).
They, when looking back, were
reminded of a hair-raising experience which had lasted for fourteen
nights. It therefore is quite obvious as to why they "wished for
the day". They would have had
no problem if they had listened to
Paul and remained at Fair
Havens. They, however, because
of their action, had climbed up
into a tree with a wild cat and
they were desperate in their attempt to find a way out. They,
therefore, "wished for the
day" while wishing that they
might be able to get off that ship
that had been bucking them like a
bronco at a rodeo. Some may
have said, as we are prone to say,
"you will never get me on that
ship again".
"And as the shipmen
were about to flee out of
the ship, when they had let
down the boat into the sea,
under colour as though
they would have cast anchors out of the foreship"
(Acts 27:30).
The shipmen saw a possible
chance of leaving the passengers
and saving themselves by way of
the small boat that was attached
to the ship. They wanted the
passengers to believe that they
were going to use the boat as a
means to "cast anchors out
of the foreship", that is,
'make the fore part of the ship secure. The apostle Paul, however,
saw through their scheme and
made it known to Julius- the
centurion, and the soldiers.
"Paul said to the centurion and to the soldiers,
except these abide in the
(Continued on Page 7, Col. 3)

have a man an earnest, intense
opposer of the gospel than have
him careless and indifferent. You
cannot do much with a man if he
will not speak about religion, or
will not come to hear what you
have to say concerning the things
of God. You might as well have
him a downright infidel, like a
very leviathan covered with scales
of blasphemy, as to have him a
mere earthworm wriggling away
out of reach.
Another very great obstacle to
soulwinning is unbelief. You
know that it is written of the
Lord Jesus when in His own
country that "...he did not
many mighty works there
because of their unbelief."
This evil exists in all unregenerate hearts, but in some men it
takes a very pronounced form.
They do think about religion, but
they do not believe in the truth of
God which we preach to them.
Their opinion is to them more
weighty, more worthy of belief,
than God's inspired declarations;
they will not accept anything that
is revealed in the Scriptures.
These people are very hard to influence; but I would warn you
not to fight them with their own
weapons, I do not believe that
infidels ever are won by argument
or, if so, it very seldom happens.
The argument that convinces men
of the reality of religion is that
which they gather from the holiness and earnestness of those who
profess to be Christ's followers.
As a rule, they barricade their
minds against the assaults of reason; and if we give our pulpits
over to arguing with them, we
shall often be doing more harm
than good. In all probability,
only a very small portion of our
audience will understand what we
are talking about, and while we
are trying to do them good, most
likely we shall be teaching infidelity to others who do not know
anything about such things, and
the first knowledge they ever
have of certain heresies will have
come to them from our lips.
Possibly our refutation of the error may not have been perfect,
(Continued from Page 1)
and many a young mind may
gious effort. Among the negroes
have been tinctured with unbelief
of Jamaica, whenever they had
through listening to our atnot much work, there was little
tempted exposure of it. I believe
prosperity in the churches. I
that you will rout unbelief by
could indicate districts, not far
your faith rather than by your
from here, where business is
reason; by your belief, and your
slack; and there you will find that
acting up to your conviction of
there is very little good being
the truth, you will do more good
done. All along the valley of the
than
by any argument, however
Thames, there are places where a
strong it may be. There is a
man might preach his heart out,
friend who sits to hear me generand kill himself; but there is lit- ally
every Sabbath. "What do
tle or nothing of good being ac- you think?" he
said to me, one
complished in those regions, just
day, "you are my only link with
as there is no active business life better things; but you are an awthere.
ful man in my estimation, for
Now, whenever you meet with you have not the slightest
symindifference, as you may do, my pathy with me." I replied, "No, I
dear brother, in the place where have not; or, rather, I have
not
you go to preach,--indifference the least sympathy with your
affecting your own people, and unbelief." "That makes
me cling
even your own deacons seeming to you, for I fear that I
shall alto be tinged with it,--what are ways remain as I am; but
when I
you to do? Well, your only hope see your calm faith, and perceive
of overcoming it is, to be doubly how God blesses you in exercisin earnest yourself. Keep your ing it, and know what
you acown zeal all alive, let it be even complish through
the power of
vehement, burning, blazing, allconsuming. Stir the people up that faith, I say to myself, 'Jack,
somehow; and if all your you are a fool.— I said to him,
earnestness seems to be in vain, "You are quite right in that verstill blaze and burn; and if that dict; and the sooner you come to
has no effect upon your hearers, my way of thinking, the better,
go elsewhere as the Lord may di- for nobody can be a bigger fool
rect you This indifference or than the man who does not belethargy, that possesses the lieve in God." One of these days I
minds of some men, is very expect to see him converted; there
likely to have an evil influence is a continual battle between us,
upon our preaching; but we must but I never answer one of his arstrive and struggle against it, and guments. I said to him once, "If
try to wake both ourselves and you believe that I am a liar, you
our hearers up. I would far rather are free to think so if you like;

OBSTACLES

but I testify what I do know, and
state what I have seen, and tasted,
and handled, and felt, and you
ought to believe my testimony,
for I have no possible object to
serve in deceiving you." That
man would have beaten me long
ago if I had fired at him with the
paper pellets of reason. So, I advise you to fight unbelief with
belief, falsehood with the truth,
and never to cut and pare down
the gospel to try to make it fit in
with the follies and fancies of
men.
A third obstacle in the way of
winning souls is that fatal delay
which men so often make. I do
not know whether this evil is not
on the whole more widespread
and mischievous than the indifference and lethargy and unbelief
of which I have spoken. Many a
man says to us what Felix said to
Paul, "...Go thy way for
this time; when I have a
convenient season, I will
call for thee." Such an individual gets into the border country, he seems to be within a few
steps of Emmanuel's land, and
yet he parries our home-thrusts,
and puts us off by saying, "Yes, I
will think the matter over, it
shall not be long before I decide."
There is nothing like pressing
men for a speedy decision, and
getting them to settle at once this
all-important question. Never
mind if they do find fault with
your teaching; it is always right
to preach what God says, and His
word is, "...behold, now is
the accepted time; behold,
now is the day of salvation."
This leads me to mention another obstacle to soulwinning,
which is the same thing in another form, viz., carnal security.
Many men fancy that they are
quite safe; they have not really
tested the foundation on which
they are building, to see that it is
sound and firm, but they suppose
that all is well. If they are not
good Christians, they can at least
say that they are rather better than
some who are Christians, or who
call themselves by that name; and
if there is anything lacking in
them, they can at any time put
on the finishing touch, and make
themselves fit for God's presence.
Thus they have no fear; or, if
they do fear at all, they do not
live in constant dread of that
eternal destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of His power, which will
certainly be their portion unless
they repent, and believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Against these
people we ought to thunder day
and night. Let us plainly proclaim to them that the unbelieving sinner is condemned already,
and that he is certain to perish
everlastingly if he does not trust
in Christ. We ought so to preach
as to make every sinner tremble
in his seat; and if he will not
come to the Saviour, he ought at
least to have a hard time of it
while he steps away from Him. I
am afraid that we sometimes
preach smooth things, too
soothing and agreeable, and that
we do not set before men their
real danger as we should. If we
shun in this respect to declare all
the counsel of God, part at least
of the responsibility of their ruin
will lie at our door.
Another obstacle to soulwinning is despair. The pendulum
swings first one way and then the
other; and the man who yesterday
had no fear, today has no hope.
There are thousands who have
heard the gospel, and yet live in a
kind of despair of the power being ever exerted upon them.

Perhaps they have been brought
up among people who taught
them that the work of salvation
was something of God altogethof
apart from the sinner; and so theY
say that, if they are to be saved,
they will be saved. You knovi
that this teaching contains a grat
truth, and yet, if it is left by
self, without qualification, it is a
horrible falsehood. It is fatalisin,
not predestination, that makes
men talk as if there is nothing
whatever for them to do, or trlat
there is nothing that they can clo•
There is no likelihood of anyone
being saved while he gives Yoll
this as his only hope, "If salvation is for me, it will come t°
me in due time." You may meet
,
with people who talk thus; and
when you have said all you can,
they will remain as if they were
cased in steel, with no sense of
responsibility, because there iS
no hope awakened in their spirit'
Oh, if they would but hope that
they might receive mercy hY
asking for it, and so be led to cast
their guilty souls on Christ, what
a blessing it would be! Let us
preach fUll and free salvation to
all who trust in Jesus, so that vie
may, if possible, reach these
people. If the carnally secure
should be tempted to presunne,
some who are quietly despairing
may pluck up heart, and hope,
and may venture to come t°
Christ.
No doubt a great obstacle to
soulwinning is the love of silt;
"...sin lieth at the door
,
'
There are many men who never
get saved because of some secret
lust; it may be that they are living in fornication. I remember
well the case of a man, of whorn
I thought that he would certainly
come to Christ. He was fullY
aware of the power of the gospel,
and seemed to be impressed under
the preaching of the Word; but I
found out that he had become entangled with a woman who vas,
not his wife, and that he was stil'
living in sin while professing t°
,
be seeking the Saviour. When
heard that, I could easily under'
stand how it was that he could
not obtain peace, whatever tenderness of heart he may have felt'
there was this woman alwaYar
holding him in the bondage
sin.
There are some men who are
guilty of dishonest transactions
in business; you will not see
them saved all the while tbell
continue to act so. If they slit
'
‘,
not give up that trickery, the!,
cannot be saved. There are other'
who are drinking to excess'
People who drink„, you know,
often very easily affected under
our preaching; they have a ware
eye, their drinking has made t101
soft-headed, and there is a
maudlin kind of sensitiveness
them; but as long as a Men
,
clings to "the cup of devils'' hv
will not be likely to come trip
Christ. With others it is sole
'
t
secret sin, or some hidden lus
that is the great difficulty. ()I/
says that he cannot help flYtrit
'
s
into a passion, another declare
that he cannot give up Vail
drunk, while another laments to;
he cannot find peace, whereas thve
root of the mischief is that tiler
is a harlot who stands in his vid,Y,,
In all these cases, we have ow/
to keep on preaching the tril,til,e"
and God will help us to ain't IP,s
arrow at the joint in the sinner
harness.
010
Another obstacle is put in,
way by men's self-righteousne7,i
They have not committed anY
these sins I have mentioned,tile,'
'
have kept all the commandnie°
(Continued on Page 8,Col. I)

Christ receives the devil's castaways
brought
taught
alvation
together
so theY
saved,
u know
;a great
It by it
a, it is a
'atalisin,
makes
nothing
, or that
can do'
anyone
yes Yoli
'
f sal'.
;ome to
ay ineet
[us; and
/oil can
ey were
;ense of
there ts
ir Spi
Dpe that
.;rcy hY
a to cost
st, what
Let us
ation to
that we
h these
secure
resunle,
spairing
d hope,
ome

tacle to
of sill;
loor..•
o never
e secret
are by'
member
f wbO
ertainlY
as fullY
gospel,
A under
ti; but 1
mne
to was
vas still
;sing to
When I
under;
e cook'
ler ten'
lve felt,
alwaYs,

iage

vho are
.actions
scc
le thelYi
ey
y, thq

OtheP

eXCeS5'

Ow,ale

I under
WO/
Je tbern
; is a
;ness
a Man
tils" he
Dine to

S sonic,
en lusi
/. One
flying
[eciares
gettid
nts that
reas the
it till
is wal
ie onlY

lira ril,e
;inner S

in 00(
usnessi
anY ci`
4, did
dine
>1. 1)

LACKING
(Continued from Page 5)
spoken by Paul." While the
words indicate the heart of Lydia
was opened, there is no mention,
here or elsewhere, of the
allegorical symbol "heart"
(meaning the seat of emotions) as
having a door. But the true office
work of the Holy Spirit, here addressed as God (which He surely
is) is not One who waits on man
to open his heart, but rather, that
God, the Holy Spirit, opened her
heart. Quite a big difference-exactly opposite the position of the
Arminian. You see, they are
lacking in the one point, i.e.,
honesty and ethics in dealing
with God's Word to others.
God is always the first cause
when it comes to salvation. Always the seeker. Romans 3:11,
"There is none that understandeth, there is none that
seeketh after God". Here
Scripture expressly says that man
never seeks God. Why? Romans
3:23, "For all have sinned,
and come short of the
glory of Gqd." Man always
falls short! Again Scripture says:
"And you hath he quickened, who were dead in
sins"
trespasses
and
(Eph.2:1; see also Col. 2:13). It
should be self-evident, that that
which is dead cannot seek anything. Man cannot seek spiritual
things because he is spiritually
dead
This death came about in the
garden when mankind in Adam
fell. All of mankind are born
spiritually dead. The flesh does
have a freewill, but that freewill
is subject to his fallen nature.
So, he will never seek God on
his own. He will always choose
against God at every opportunity.
So you see, natural, fleshly,
fallen and spiritually dead man is
lacking in the one point, his inability and unwillingness apart
from a supernatural, lifegiving
act upon the part of God to understand spiritual things.
I hope the reader of this article
will note the difference, the vast
difference, between not only this
article, but most articles written
by Landmark Sovereign Grace
Missionary Baptist men and
those written by the Arminian
persuasion. Which writings give
all the glory to God? I would
challenge you to see the emphasis on the mighty God, the wondrous Son, the awesome Holy
Spirit, the God that can do, not
the one who tries to. On the
Other hand see that which we are
contending against, i.e. the placing of emphasis on man and the
absurd contention that puny man
can virtually immobilize the
magnificent, marvelous, omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent,
immutable and wondrous God of
the universe. It is and always will
be, God helping me, the position
Of this pastor that our great God
Cannot be successfully resisted.
Especially by that which we walk
Upon and one day will return
unto, dust. Genesis 2:7, "And
the LORD God formed man
Of the dust of the ground,
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
titan
became a living
!oul." See again Romans 9:16,
'So then it is not of him
that willeth, nor of him
that runneth, but of God
that sheweth mercy." See
verses 19 and 20: "Thou will
*y then unto me, Why
doth he yet find fault? For
Who hath resisted his will?
nay but, 0 man, who art

thou that repliest against will you do with this teaching? all could be saved. They, of as he observed the entire incident,
God? Shall the thing Notice verse 5: "Thus saith course, were a part of God's had no reservations regarding that
formed say to him that the Lord GOD unto these means in saving the passengers. which was being done.
formed it, Why bast thou bones;‘ Behold, I will cause This is why God made Paul
"And while the day was
made me thus?" Also verse breath to enter into you, aware of their scheme. It is true, coming on, Paul besought
21a, "Hath not the potter power and ye shall live." Read the as Paul said, that "Except them all to take meat.
over the clay?..." Indeed! Our rest of these verses and note how these abide in the ship, ye saying, This day is the
Scripture plainly and clearly God commands Ezekiel to preach, cannot be saved". It is also fourteenth day that ye have
teaches that man is merely clay and what to preach. And God put true that it was not possible that tarried and continued fast(however, clay made by the the muscle on, and God put the God"s means (sailors) could have ing,
having
taken
Master's hand at His good plea- flesh on, and God put the breath left the ship. We are to under- nothing." (Acts 27:33).
sure). It is God's breath breathed in, and God placed the Holy stand that God can operate withWe are to observe that God's
into the clay that gives it life and Spirit in, and God opened the out human means, but He did not ways are not our ways. God's
the ability to think and reason. graves, and God caused them to choose to do so in the case which way, in fact, was to "cut off
The clay lives and becomes a come into their land, and God is before us.
the ropes of the boat",
living soul quite apart from any- caused them to know that He was
The same line of reasoning as "take meat" and then sit back
thing of its own doing. This liv- their Lord, and God caused them noted above can be applied to the and wait for Him to perform a
ing soul was placed in the garden to know that He was the author regeneration of the lost. Let me miracle. All of this occurred, as
by God. Much as my dear wife and performer of their salvation. cite the following passage of our text states, "while the day
recently placed coffee in my cup. Oh, hosanna to our King! Note Scripture and then explain how was coming on", or before
It has been my great pleasure verse 14, no praying through God uses His Word as a means in there was enough natural light to
and happiness to have been led of here! See verse 10, how this Old the regeneration of the lost-the see the coastline and evaluate
God through one of His great Testament prophet, a type of a lost who have already been pre- their situation. Paul could not see
preachers into church truth some New Testament Baptist preacher destinated to be saved.(Romans the coastline, but he, by faith,
eleven years ago. I have learned responded, "So I prohesied as 8:29,30).
could see God's hand in the night
from true New Testament men he commanded me, and the
"Being born again, not of crisis and he was convinced
and women what it is to glorify. breath (always a type of the of corruptible seed, but of that all was well. He, therefore,
God! I know as I write these Holy Spirit) came into them, incorruptible, by the word based upon his God given faith,
things that those in the Arminian and they lived, and stood of God, which liveth and "besought them all to take
camp and Protestant ranks, those up upon their feet, an ex- abideth forever" (I Peter meat", or relax and eat some
in Catholicism, and, yes, some ceeding great army." Please 1:23).
food. The food would provide
in the Hardshell Baptist ranks, note: They were not asked by the
The Greek for this passage of nourishment to see them through •
will cry out in protest at the prophet to accept anyone, to do Scripture, reads:
the day that lay before them.
"Having been regenerated
aforementioned charges. Yet I anything, no decision was
"Wherefore I pray you to
have read reams of their literature prompted upon them, nor did not out of corruptible seed take some meat: for this is
and listened to hundreds of their they plead for or ask for the Holy sown, but out of an incor- for your health: for there
cassette tapes and been in hun- Spirit to come into them. Just as ruptible seed sown, by shall not an hair fall from
dreds of their meetings, and their in Acts 2:2-4, "And suddenly means of the living and the head of any of you."
churches and even pastored one of there came a sound from remaining word of God".
(Acts T7:34).
them. Yes, I heard the mighty heaven as of a rushing
There are two Greek words for
due to the situation they
sounding words that seemed like mighty wind, and it filled the English word "seed". One were in, had a captive audiente.m.
they were praising Him. Yes, all the house where they of these words is "sporus" and the They, in fact, were all compelled
you fooled me sometimes. But were sitting, and there other is "sperma". The difference to look to Paul's God for deliver•
while you spoke of the appeared unto them cloven between the two is that the word ance This is because they, as we
sovereignty of God, you preached tongues like as of fire, and "sporus" refers to the act of sow- say, "were between the rock and
the ability of man. While you it sat upon each of them. ing while the word "sperma" the hard place". They were desspoke of the God omnipotent, And they were all filled refers to the seed itself.
tined to either sink or swim with
Peter, in I Peter 1:23, when Paul's God. Paul admonished
your alter calls were addressed to with the Holy Ghost, And
a Sovereign (?) who could be and began to speak with other saying, "not of corruptible them to eat and prepare for health
often was resisted. While you tongues, as the Spirit gave seed, but by incorrupt- rather than to prepare for death, or
spoke of the elect and quoted that them utterance." While in the ible", uses the Greek word burial at sea. They, after all, were
there were those who were chosen upper room the 120 did not ask, "sporus", and therefore refers to going to need health, since their
before the foundation of the beg or plead for any of the above the seed sown rather than the seed escape from death was to be so
world, in the same breath, you either. Just so, He, the Holy (sperma) itself. This fact makes it great that not even a "hair" was
warned the sinner that this might Spirit, like their life and salva- very evident that those to whom to "fall from the head of
be his last chance, as if the tion, was given and they received Peter refers, were born again as any" of them. Let us not forget
preacher, instead of God the Holy Him quite apart from anything or the result of the seed (sporus) that that we are serving the same God
Spirit, could somehow persuade any act of their doing because of was sown. One can see that it that Paul served and let us rethem. While you spoke of the their total inability.
doesn't make any difference member that He is the same toBeloved, the only way we, or whether or not we take the day as He was then.
sovereignty of God, you then
negated it by the teaching of a the Hardshells, are going to see a "Word" to be Christ the living . "And when he had thus
freewill that could choose or re- great army of saved folk is when Word, or the spoken Word. The spoken, he took bread, and
sist Him that runs the universe, we, like Ezekiel of old, obey the fact remains that regeneration was gave thanks to God in
who raises up or pulls down great commission of Christ and and is the result of the seed being Presence of them all; and
kings and governments at His go ye! Preaching to dry bones, sown and the Spirit using it as-a when he had broken it, he
will and of His own pleasure. not knowing how it's done, but means in quickening. One -will began to eat" (Acts 27:35).
You may ask, do not you Baptist trusting God to accomplish it. Or find that the Greek word for
The subject of this chapter
preachers know that men have shall we admit we are lacking in "Word" in I Peter 1:23 and in would fit very well into the
freewill? Yes, of course we do! the one last point, the gumption John 6:63 is "remate" (word He eleventh chapter of Hebrews
But we realize as earlier pointed or will to do it! Lastly, I feel that spoke) rather than "logos" (the where we are informed of those
out, that freewill is the enemy of God is speaking to some dear essence of God). The knot is tied who overcame great obstacles by
the sinner, not his friend. This is Arminian friends, and others, more tightly by an examination way of God given faith. It, in
one point in which you are lack- concerning these truths. My of.I Peter 1:25, where the Greek fact, could be said that Paul, by
ing. It is incumbent upon you to friends, many, including the edi- rendering of this Scripture is as faith, overcame the Euroclydon
understand that freewill always tor of this paper (T.B.E.) were in follows:
and was a means in the deliver"But the word (rema) of ance of all who were on the ship
reflects the fallen nature of man. the Charismatic camp and have
The freewill touted so often is now come, not only into the the Lord remains unto the with him.
concerning
God's age and this is the word
that which is carnal and sold un- truth
Paul led the way in that he
der sin. Therefore you most cer- sovereignty, but into church truth (rema rather than logos) "took bread, and gave
tainly err, lacking in the one as well. Oh, how it would bless preached as good news to thanks to God". Paul, then,
point of not realizing freewill is my heart and thousands of others you."
expressed his faith by his works.
It becomes obvious that if the They, in other words, saw his
under the complete bondage of to hear that even one person out
our fallen nature, without the there had come into the truth "word" in the above refers to good works and should have gloability or desire to come to God. even as this writer did some Christ,then He is only to remain rified Paul's God who was in
We Baptists, by the grace of God, eleven years ago. Preachers, let to the end of the age.
heaven.
"Then the soldiers cut
and the wonderful teaching of the us, I pray, as Ezekiel, be able to
Paul, in giving thanks, inHoly Spirit, have come to grips say: "So I prophesied as he off the ropes of the boat, formed all on the ship that God
and let her fall off" (Acts and only God was their refuge.
with these facts. Facts that spoil commanded me..."
May our God give us all 27:32).
the ego and give God His proper
He, by giving thanks, directed
glory! As the prophet of old, understanding, is my sincere
The sailors , since they were their attention away from himself
being used as God's means in to the God whom he served and
Ezekiel (37:1-15), we preach as it prayer.
were to dry bones (listen up,
saving the people on the ship, to whom he belonged. He made
Hardshells). We cock our ears as
were compelled to remain on the sure that God received all the
God asks the question in verse 3,
ship. There was no way under the glory for that-which was about to
"...Son of man can these
sun that they could have done occur. May we go and do like(Continued from Page 6)
bones live?" What a type of a
otherwise, since God's Plans can- wise.
Baptist preacher as he responds: ship, ye cannot be saved" not be changed. The soldiers, in
"0, Lord GOD, thou (Acts 27:31).
cutting loose the boat, were rePaul's contention was that no quired to turn from all human deknowest." Yes, there are times
that we just don't know, but we one on the ship, except the vices and fall back on the plan
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
_know He does! Yet He tells sailors, knew how to navigate the which God had revealed to Paul.
Ezekiel to preach to them. Oh ship. They were God's means in One can be sure that they acted
AUG.15, 1992
my, my, Mr. Hardshell, what getting the ship to a point where with great reservation, but Paul,
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Death shortens our way to heaven, but grace sweetens our way to heaven

OBSTACLES
(Continued from Page 6)
from their youth up; what lack
they yet? There is no room for
Christ in a full heart; and when a
man is clothed from head to foot
with his own righteousness, he
has no need of the righteousness
of Christ; at least, he is not conscious of his need, and if the
gospel does not convince him of
it, Moses must come with the
law, and show him what his true
state is. That is the real difficulty in many, many cases; the
man does not come to Christ because he is not conscious that he
is lost, he does not ask to be
lifted up because he does not
know that he is a fallen creature,
he does not feel that he has any
need of divine mercy or forgiveness, and therefore he does not
seek it.
Once more, there are some
with whom all we say has no effect because of their utter worldliness. This worldliness takes
two shapes; in the poor, it is the
result of grinding poverty. When
a man has scarcely enough bread
to eat, and hardly knows how to
get clothes to put on, when at
home he hears the cries of his
little children, and looks into the
face of his over-worked wife, we
must preach very wonderfully if
we are to secure his attention, and
make him think about the world
to come. "What shall we eat?
What shall we drink? and wherewithal shall we be clothed?" are
questions that press very heavily
upon the poor. To a hungry
man, Christ is very lovely when
He has a loaf of bread in His
hand. Our Lord so appeared when
He was breaking the bread and
fish for the multitude, for even
He did not disdain to feed the
hungry; and when we can relieve
the wants of the destitute, we
may be doing a necessary thing
to them, and placing them where
they may be capable of listening
with profit to the gospel of
Christ. The other kind of worldliness comes of having too much
of this world, or at least of making too much of this world. The
gentleman must be fashionable,
his daughters must be dressed in
the best style, his sons must
learn to dance, and so on. This
sort of worldliness has been the
great curse of our nonconformist
churches.
Then there is another kind of
man who is from morning to
night grinding away at the shop;
his one business seems to be to
put up the shutters, and take
them down again; he will rise
early, and sit up late, and eat the
bread of carefulness, so as to
make money. What can we do
for these covetous persons? How
can we ever hope to touch the
hearts of these men whose one
aim is to be rich, the people who
scrape up the halfpennies and farthings? Economy is good, but
there is an economy that becomes
parsimony, and that parsimony
becomes the habit of these
miserly folk. Some will even go
to chapel because it is the proper
and respectable thing, and they
hope to gain customers by going.
Judas remained unconverted even
in the company of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and we have some people
still among us in whose ears the
thirty pieces of silver chink so
loudly that the sound of the
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gospel cannot be heard by them.
I may mention one more obstacle to soulwinning, that is, the
obstacle there is with some men
through their habits, and resorts,
and company. How can we expect a workingman to go home,
and sit all the evening in the one
room that he has to live in, and
sleep in? Perhaps there are two
or three children crying, and linen
drying, and all sorts of things to
produce discomfort. The man
comes in, and his wife is scolding, his children are crying, and
the linen is drying; what would
you do if you were in his place?
Suppose you were not Christian
men, would you not go somewhere or other? You cannot walk
the streets, and you know that
there is a cozy room at the public
house, with its flashing gaslight,
or there is the gin palace at the
corner, where everything is bright
and cheerful, and where there are
plenty of jolly companions.
Well, now, you cannot hope to
be the means of saving men
while they go to such places, and
while they meet with the company that is found there. All the
good that they receive from the
hymns they heard on the Sabbath
is driven away as they listen to
the comic songs in the drink
shop, and all remembrance of the
services of the sanctuary is obliterated by the very questionable
tales that are told in the bar parlour. Hence the great mercy of
having a place where workingmen can come and sit in safety,
or of having a Blue Ribbon
meeting, a gathering where it
may not be all singing, nor all
preaching, nor all praying, but
where there is something of all
these things. Here the man is
enabled to get out of the former
habits which seemed to hold him
fast, and by-and-by he does not
go to the public house at all, but
he has two rooms, or perhaps a
little cottage, so that his wife can
dry the linen in the backyard, and
now he finds that the baby does
not cry so much as he used to do,
probably because his mother has
more to give him; and everything
gets better and brighter now that
the man has forsaken his former
resorts. I think a Christian minister is quite justified in using all
right and lawful means to wean
the people from their evil associations, and it may be well sometimes to do that which seems to
be extraordinary if thereby we can
by any means win men to the
Lord Jesus Christ. That must be
our one aim in all that we do; and
whatever obstacles may be in our
pathway, we must seek the aid of
the Holy Spirit that they may be
removed, and that thus souls may
be saved, and God may be glorified.

JOSHUA
(Continued from Page 1)
not in wait, but God deliver him into his hand;
then I will appoint thee a
place whither he shall
flee." (Ex 21:13). In Numbers
35 the directions for the cities of
refuge are given, "Then ye
shall appoint you cities to
be cities of refuge for you;
that the slayer may flee
thither, which killeth any
person at unawares." (Num.
35:11).
God made a clear distinction
between premeditated murder and
unintentional killing. God decreed
even before He gave the law to

Moses that, "Whoso sheddeth
the LORD gave unto Israel you: Ye have not left your
man's blood, by man shall all the land which he brethren these many days
his blood be shed: for in swore to give unto their unto this day, but have
the image of God made he fathers: and they possessed kept the charge of the
the
man." (Gen. 9:6). That decree it, and dwelt therein. And commandment
of
has never been repealed. The the LORD gave them rest LORD your God. And now
exception to this decree was round about, according to the LORD your God hath
your
involuntary manslaughter. The
all that he swore unto given
rest unto
one who killed his fellow man
their fathers, and there brethren, as he promised
unintentionally could flee to a stood not a man of all them: therefore now return
city of refuge for safety from the
their enemies before them; ye, and get you unto your
avenger of blood. There were to
the LORD delivered all tents, and unto the land of
be six cities designated as cities their enemies into their your possession, which
of refuge, three on each side of hand. There failed not Moses the servant of the
Jordan. On the west side was ought of any good thing LORD gave you on the
which the LORD had spo- other side Jordan." (Josh.
Kedesh in Galilee, Shechem in
mount Ephraim, and and Kirja- ken unto the house of Is- 22:1-4).
You will recall that the tribe of
garbe in Hebron in Judah (Josh. rael; all came to pass."
Reuben and the tribe of Gad and
20:7). The cities on the east side (Josh. 21:43-45).
Every thing had come to pass
of Jordan were Bezer in the tribe
of Reuben, Ramoth in Gilead of exactly as God had promised. In
(Continued on Page 9, Col. 1)
all these events we see the unthe tribe of Gad, and Golan in
Basham of the tribe of Manasseh changing faithfulness of the Lord.
God had promised to give the
(Josh. 20:8). "These were the
cities appointed for all the land of Canaan to Abraham's seed
children of Israel, and for for a possession, "Unto they
the stranger that so jour- seed will I give this land"
neth among them, that (Gen. 12:7), and He had done so.
He promised to make Abraham's
whosoever killeth any perseed to be great in number,"And
son at unawares might flee
I will make thy seed as the
thither, and not die by the
Well-known as the expert on,
hand of the avenger of dust of the earth, so that if
blood, until he stood be- a man can number the dust and protector of, the American
fore the congregation" of the earth; then shall thy family (albeit self-proclaimed),
seed also be numbered." James Dobson's theology goes
(Josh. 20:9).
(Gen.
13:16), and they virtually unchallenged by those
The city of refuge is a type of
the Lord Jesus Christ Who is our "multiplied and grew" (Ex. accountable to God for the spiri1:12). There were seventy in the tual welfare of the people of God.
refuge, "GOD is our refuge
and strength, a very pre- family of Jacob that were living Notwithstanding Dobson's fresent help in trouble" (Psa. in Egypt at the first. When they quent theological disclaimers, he
46:1). The Apostle Paul wrote, departed from Egypt there were does have a theology -- "he
six
"There is no condemnation "...about
hundred teaches a doctrine of man which
for those who are in Christ thousand on foot that were is both psychological and theomen, beside children." (Ex. logical... man (according to
Jesus" (Rom. 8:1). And in He12:37). He had promised that He Dobson)is central and God serves
brews we read that those, "who
would keep them in all places, to help people overcome
have fled for refuge to lay
"And,
behold, I am with inferiority and develop self-eshold upon the hope sedth
before us: Which hope we thee, and will keep thee in teem and self-acceptance
have as an anchor of the all places whither thou (Prophets of PsychoHeresy II, p.
soul, both sure and stead- goest..." (Gen. 28:15), and this 142). He also holds a clear theofast, --" (Heb 6:18,19). Just as He did in Egypt, at the Red Sea, logical position on creation -there was safety for those who in the wilderness, and crossing Dobson is a theistic evolutionist!
Jordan. God had promised Abra- He has endorsed and heavily prohave fled to Christ for refuge.
"THEN came near the ham that his seed, after serving a moted Hugh Ross's book, Finheads of the fathers of the people for four hundred years, gerprint of God, which is a
Levites unto Eleaszar the "But in the fourth genera- polemic for a progressive crepriest, and unto Joshua the tion they shall come hither ationism/theistic evolution, and
son of Nun, and unto the again" (Gen. 15:16). A study of thereby, is a denial of orthodox
heads of the fathers of the Exodus 15-28 reveals that this Christianity's literal factual histribes of the children of came to pass. The Lord promised torical interpretation of the first
Israel; And they spake Joshua, "There shall not any eleven chapters of the Book of
unto them at Shiloh in the man be able to stand be- Genesis. Dobson has also given
land of Canaan, saying, fore thee all the days of Ross a frequent forum (the Focus
The LORD commanded by thy life: as I was with on the Family radio program) to
the hand of Moses to give Moses, so I will be with espouse this heresy. For examus cities to dwell in, with thee: I will not fail thee, ple, on Focus's April 17-18,
the suburbs thereof for our nor forsake thee" (Josh. 1:5). 1991 programs, Dobson boasted
He promised to them, "when ye that Focus on the Family helped
cattle." (Josh. 21: 1,2).
"THEN--", after the land had go over Jordan, and dwell give Ross's "Reasons to Believe"
been divided among the tribes, in the land which the ministry the initial publicitY
after the cities of refuge had been LORD your God giveth boost it needed to get started.
designated; now it was time for you to inherit, and when Dobson also said that he agrees
the cities for the Levites to be he giveth you rest from all "in an unqualified way" that the
allotted to them. The Levites your enemies round about, Earth is 3.5 to 4 billion years
were given no inheritance in the so that ye dwell in safety" old. He also did not quarrel with
land. They were the priestly tribe (Deut. 12:10) "...the Lord Ross's claim that physical death
and they were to be scattered gave them rest" (Josh. existed long before Adam, and
that God was fully responsible
among the other tribes so as to 21:44).
"There failed not ought for this order of things! In reminister to them. Now they ask
that this be done according to the of any good thing which sponse to a critical letter from
commandment given by the Lord the LORD had spoken unto Bible-Science Newsletter,
to Moses. We need to note that the house of Israel; all Dobson said that he takes the
every thing that was done in the came to pass". Remember, first eleven chapters of Genesis to
possession of the land had been we serve the same God that be poetry, not factual history, and
determined before hand by the Joshua served and He has made thereby, is fully justified in
Lord. Where each tribe was to the promise to all those who are making a figurative rather than a
live, where each city of refuge His, "...I will never leave literal interpretation of them! Dr.
was to be located, in what city thee, nor forsake thee. So Henry M. Morris of the Institute
each family of the Levites were that we may boldly say, of Creation Research comments
to dwell, "All the cities of The Lord is my helper, and on those who would simultanethe Levites within the I will not fear what man ously profess Christianity and
possession of the children shall do unto me" (Heb. evolutionism (5/11/92 Days of
Praise): "One can understand whY
of Israel were forty and 13:5,6).
atheists believe in evolution and
eight cities with their
Chapter 22
suburbs. These cities were
"THEN Joshua called the an almost infinitely old universe,
every one with their sub- Reubenites, and the Ga- for they really have no other alurbs round about them: dites, and the half tribe of ternative. One who believes in 3
thus were all these cities." Manasseh, And said unto personal God, on the other hand,
(Josh. 21: 41,42).
them, Ye have kept all only dishonors God if he believes
Now that all had been done that Moses the servant of such humanistic speculations
which God had before commanded the LORD commanded you, rather than God's Word (Mic,'
Moses that it be done, this chap- and have obeyed my voice 10:6) -- The BDM Letter - coPicu
ter ends with these words: "And in all that I commanded from the Baptist Challenge
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JOSHUA
(Continued from Page 8)
the half tribe of Manasseh had
requested Moses that they might
have their inheritance on the
Other side of Jordan which was
the area of land that had been occupied by Sihon and 0g, whose
armies under God, they had completely destroyed (Num. 21-35).
This request displeased Moses as
he thought their request displayed
cowardice and lack of faith. It
would mean that the army of Israel would be reduced in number.
Moses asked them. "...Shall
Your brethren go to war,
and shall ye sit here?"
(Num. 32:6). Upon their promise
that they would leave their cattle
and their families on the east side
Of Jordan and the men of war
would go over with the other
tribes and stay with them until
the Lord had given them the land,
Moses agreed to give them the
land.
"THEN Joshua called--",
after the Lord had given them all
the land and they were dwelling
in it, the war being over, Joshua
called the two and one-half tribes
before him and commended them
for the service which they had
performed for their brethren. For
about seven years they had left
their flocks and their families on
the other side Jordan and had
fought the enemies with their
brethren as they had promised
Moses and also Joshua. Now
they were free to return and settle
in their own land.
Before sending them away,
Joshua gave them a warning.
"But take diligent heed to
do the commandment and
the law, which Moses the
servant of the LORD
charged you, to love the
LORD your God, and to
walk in all his ways, and
to keep his commandments, and to cleave unto
him, and to serve him with
all your heart and with all
Your soul." (Josh. 22:5).
Even though their commitment
to help their brethren to gain
Possession of the promised land
Was ended, even though they
Would be separated from the place
of worship, they were reminded
by Joshua, "But take heed to
do the command and the
law...to love the LORD
Your God...to walk in all
his ways...to keep his
Commandments to cleave
unto him...to serve him
With all your heart and all
Your soul". I might add that
What God demands of His children today is no less than that
He demanded of Israel. If the
Children were to continue to enjoy the blessing of God they
rhust heed His commands. Is it
any different for us today?
"So Joshua blessed them,
and sent them away: and
they went unto their tents.
Now to the one half of the
tribe of Manasseh Moses
had given possession in
hashan: but unto the other
half thereof gave Joshua
atrkong their brethren on
this side Jordan westward.
And when Joshua sent
them away also unto their
tents, then he blessed
them." (Josh. 22:6,7).
These men must have been
vcry glad to be dismissed from
the army and permitted to return
their families from whom they
"ad been gone so long (seven
Years), yet it must have been an
,triotional time as they departed
roil) those who had fought side

by side with them in battle,
thinking no doubt, that they may
never see one another again.
As these weary but happy soldiers headed for home they took
with them "much riches.,very
much cattle, with silver, and with
gold, and with brass, and with
iron, and with much raiment"
(V.8). Joshua told them to share
this wealth with those who had
remained behind to take care of
things at home. Many who
stayed on the east side of Jordan,
no doubt, would rather have gone
to war; but someone must remain
behind to care for the cattle, raise
the crops and provide for the
women and the children. These
were to share in the spoils gained
from the war (V.8). Here is a
very important truth, those who
must remain at home and labor
for the Lord while supporting
others will share in the honors
and rewards.
So bidding farewell to the
children of Israel these two and
half tribes departed from Shiloh
"...one to go unto the
country of Gilead, to the
land of their possession,--. And when they came unto
the borders of Jordan, that
are in the land of Canaan,
the children of Reuben and
the children of Gad and the
half tribe of Manasseh
built there an altar by Jordan, a great altar to see to"
(Josh. 22:9,10).
Seven years before, upon
crossing Jordan, Joshua had the
children of Israel take stones from
Jordan and build a memorial of
those stones at Gilgal. This was
to be a memorial for future generations. They had followed the
command of the Lord in doing
this, "That this may be a
sign among you, that when
your children ask their fathers in time to come,
saying, What mean ye to
these stones? Then ye
shall answer them, That
the waters of Jordan were
cut off before the ark of
the covenant of the LORD;
when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan
were cut off: and these
stones shall be for a
memorial unto the children
of Israel forever" (Josh. 4:
6,7).
As these two and one half
tribes returned to Jordan they decided to build a memorial to their
re-crossing Jordan and why their
inheritance was not in Canaan
but on the other side of Jordan.
There was a world of difference
between the two memorials. The
first was there because God had
instructed them to place it there.
The second one was built because
of human reasoning. The reasoning and intention of the two and
one half tribes may have been
good, but it was not of God. The
Lord had told them to build the
first memorial, but not this one.
This altar was "a great altar
to see to", that is to look
upon. It was large and high so
that it could be seen so as to attract attention. Is that not the
way we humans do things? When
we accomplish something great
do we not make a great celebration and do something to remind
us of what was done? A prime
example of this is Nebuchadnezzar and his great image which
was built to be worshipped. Even
while he spoke with pride of that
which he had accomplished, divine judgment was pronounced
against him (Dan. 4:30,31).
"And when the children
of Israel heard of it, the
whole congregation of the

children of Israel gathered
themselves together at
Shiloh, to go up to war
against them" (Josh. 22:12).
The news of the building of the
altar at Jordan greatly disturbed
the children of Israel. They came
together at Shiloh where the
tabernacle had been set up and
were ready to declare war against
the tribe of Reuben, the tribe of
Gad, and the half tribe of Manasseh. But before going to battle
they did what God had commanded them do in such situations "Then shalt thou enquire, and shall make
search, and ask diligently:
and behold, if it be truth,
and the thing certain, that
such
abomination
is
wrought among you: Thou
shalt surely smite the inhabitants of that city" (Deu.
13:18). Following this command, they sent a delegation of
ten princes of the tribes of Israel,
led by Phinehas the son of
Eleazar the priest to investigate
the matter (verses.12,13,14). In
the remainder of chapter 22:15-34
we have the account of this investigation and the results of it.
The two and one half tribes were
asked why they had built the altar, did they not know that by
doing so they were rebelling
against God? Had they forgotten
what happened at Peor where
God's wrath was poured out
against Israel for their idolatry
and rebellion (Num. 25)? They
were told by their rebellion
against God would bring His
wrath upon the "whole congregation of Israel" (V.18).
They were told that, "Not
withstanding, if the land
of your possession be unclean, then pass ye over
unto the land of the possession of the LORD,
wherein the LORD's tabernacle dwelleth, and take
possession among us: but
rebel not against the
LORD, nor rebel against
us, in building you an altar beside the altar of the
LORD our God." (V.19).
Again, they were reminded of the
wrath of God which was visited
upon all Israel by the sin of
Achan (V.20).
In reply, the two and one half
tribes explained their reason for
building the altar. It was not
"...in rebellion, or in
transgression against the
LORD"(V. 22). They explained
that it was not to offer burnt offerings nor meat offerings nor
peace offerings upon, but they
had done it for fear that, "...In
time to come your children
might speak unto our
children, saying, What
have ye to do with the
LORD God of Israel? For
the LORD hath made Jordan a border between us
and you, ---so shall your
children make our children
cease from fearing the
LORD." (Josh. 22:24,25). The
explanation given by these two
and one half tribes convinced the
delegation led by Phinehas that
the building of the altar was not
rebellion against God. They returned to the camp of the children
of Israel and gave their report,
"And the thing pleased the
children of Israel; and the
children of Israel blessed
God, and did not intend to
go up against them in battle.---"(V.33).
"And the children of
Reuben and the children of
Gad called the altar Ed: for
it shall be a witness be-

tween us that the LORD is
God." (Josh. 22:34).
How long the altar stood we do
not know, but we do know that
its witness to God was later forgotten by future generations of
these tribes for we are told,"And
they transgressed against
the God of their fathers,
and went a whoring after
the gods of the people of
the land, whom God destroyed before them. And
the God of Israel stirred up
the spirit of Pul king of
Assyria---, and he carried
them
away, even the
Reubenites, and the Gadites, and the half tribe of
Manasseh, and brought
them unto Halah, and
Hara, and to the river
Gozan, unto this day" (1
Chro. 5:25,26).

CHARISMANIA
(Continued from Page 1)

ally ostracized by main-stream
Christendom, now they are
highly accepted and are extolled
as examples of spirituality.
As one who was once (briefly)
associated with an organization
within this Charismatic movement, I say without fear of contradiction that these so-called giftseekers have been lead astray and
that very much of what they proclaim to be the full-gospel is absent from the pages of the Holy
Bible which I read and daily
study. If one wants to study any
subject, he must trace it back to
its roots. When we trace the roots
of the Charismatic movement,
we end up at the tap-root of
Wesleyism with all of its
Arminian, free-will heresies. If
the root of this movement is unsound; based upon man's decisions and works, of necessity the
whole system down to the current
group of religionists must be
even more un-sound. Jusi. as the
whole of the Arminian Wesleyism movement is based upon the
ego of mortal man, so is this
movement. In this whole religious system man is the real
center of the universe; man controls his own destiny; Man in
this new presumptuous charismatic movement can even order
God to heal, to exorcise demons.
These Charismatics have taken
Wesley and his presumptions
way beyond anything he could
invision. Much of their positiveconfession is so far out of the
proverbial ballpark that I would
not waste the readers time expounding on it. Suffice it to say
it all boils down to the age old
heresy,"mind over matter" and is
not too very far from the methods
of Mary Baker Eddys' crowd of
false prophets. If one watches
these Charismatics very long he
will see that in many of their (socalled) fellowships women have
the rule and are actually the
pastors. This is in direct
opposition to the plain teaching
from God. II Tim. 2:12, "For I
do not permit a woman to
teach, or
assume
to
authority over a man." 0f
course they try to explain away
this and every plain Word of
Scripture which shows their
system of belief for what it
actually is. Much could be
written, and thankfully there are
several good books exposing the
errors of charismania, and the
extra-scriptural teachings of these
people. The mis-use and abuse of
the "Gifts of the Spirit" which
these dear people claim to seek
and actually possess has been
covered well, as said previously,
in several books. To any true
Bible-student however, the errors
of the Charismatics should be
readily apparent from just the
plain declarations of Holy Writ
themselves without having to revert to any book written by man.
I just want to deal very briefly
in conclusion with one of these
Charismatics' favorite topics: the
end-time, "move-of-God" revival,
which these people state
dogmatically is soon to burst
upon the world and is to be the
greatest revival the planet has
ever experienced. I have heard
them say ...but of their own
mouths that when this "revival"
breaks loose, multitudes will be
swept into the kingdom, miraculous healings will ensue as these
charismatic evangelists go from
place to place. These deluded

to the vast majority of Baptist
folk. Who are, or maybe more
correctly, what are these people?
Do these people have a closer
walk and do they enjoy a new access into God's presence as they
un-ashamedly testify?
This rapidly growing religiousmovement goes by different
names. The most widely accepted
and known name given to these
people is that of "Charismatic".
They call themselves "move-ofGod" churches. Anyone with just
a minimum working knowledge
of the Greek language knows that
the Greek word "charis" has
varied meanings in translation
into English. One of these
meanings is the word "gift(s)."
Thence these people would
rightfully be called "gift-seekers."
In truth these charismatics are
nothing but the old Pentecostals
who have moved to the right side
of the tracks. Fifty years it was
only the poor, the impoverished,
and mainly un-educated who made
up the ranks of Pentecostalism.
As is commonly known, this
Pentecostal movement began
officially in 1900 with the Rev.
Charles Parham and his Bible
students. Then it rapidly spread to
California to the famous Azuza
Street "revival." From there it
spread world-wide. This
"Pentecostal movement" was
founded upon the experience of
what the New Testament calls the
"Gift-of-tongues" (which
correctly translated should be
languages.) Yes, this one particular experience is the cohesive
element which binds all those of
this "Pentecostal" faith. As noted
above, this movement was confined mainly to the impoverished
and (for clarity sake alone) lower
class of religious minded people
of every race. However, in the
mid-to-late fifties this phenomena
began to be manifest among certain higher echelon of society.
The leader of this newer Pentecostalism was Demos Shakarian
and the Full-Gospel-Businessmen. As of this year of 1991,
this Neo-Pentecostalism (as it is
known in some circles) embraces
doctors, lawyers, bank presidents,
etc. The only difference between
Neo-Pentecostals
the
(Charismatics) and the old main
line Pentecostals lies in the fact
that where once these seekers of
some (so-called) new revelations
from God met in small, dingy,
sparsely furnished buildings of (Continued on Page 10,Col. 1)
worship they now have multimillion dollar cathedrals. Where
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people have also said that during
this great revival many dead people will actually be raised from
the dead and signs, miracles and
wonders unprecedented since the
book of Acts will occur. These
,bold, presumptuous claims sound
very good to the natural, thrillseeking individuals who are easily duped by the flamboyant
preachers of this religion. It is
not surprising that this particular
brand of religion has enjoyed
such growth over the past twenty
years. Yet, and here lies the blatant heresy of this particular
teaching of these charismatics,
the Holy Bible teaches just exactly the opposite concerning the
state of religion in the "lastdays"...II Tim. 2:3 "Let no man
deceive you by any means: for
that day shall not come, except
there come falling away ("the
apostasy".. Weymoth) first."...
The "last days" church of
Laodicea is pictured as being in a
lukewarm condition prior to
Jesus return. Oh, sure, it breaks
the heart of every true Christian
to see the Church of God in the
condition it is in, but beloved, it
has to be as the Lord decreed it to
be. These poor, deluded Charismatics are in for a very sad
disappointment. I fear, when they
see that many of these "giftseekers" will, on that last and
final day be in the category of
people who stand before the Lord
and say..."We have cast out
demons in your name, we have
even lead many to salvation in
your name:" they will then hear
the most dreadful words ever
spoken "depart from me...I never
knew you."
Let us pray that many of these
Charismatics will find the truelight of the gospel of grace. Let
us, in genuine Christian love aid
in any way possible to lead these
out of their darkness into the
'glorious liberty of the Son of
God. Let us not be too judgmental of these people, but let us realize that even in this false religion there are no doubt precious
elect sheep of God who are truly
seeking after righteousness, yet
in all the wrong place. Let us
lend a hand and lead these sheep
into the light of the sovereign
grace of God. We must never fail
to remember it is only of the
Lord's mercies that all of us are
not entangled in the false
religions that so permeate this
country today. It is only God's
grace that we even understand the
truths we have come to love and
cherish.

INVITATIONS
(Continued from Page 1)
twenty "Missionary Evangelists"
spoke. They are called Missionary Evangelist, as I understand it,
because they are supported by
various churches and are free to
go to churches that many times
couldn't even afford their
expenses, let alone give them a
love offering. They travel, as I
understand it, all over the United
States and several foreign
countries. Now I personally heard
ten of these Missionary
Evangelists in this baptist church
where my friend was one of the
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ten I listened to. I tried to listen
very carefully without a critical
spirit. Of the ten I heard, I believe three had a working knowledge of God's sovereignty and
maybe two understood the doctrine of a true local church. All
ten I heard had one thing in
common. They all gave the same
type of an invitation at the close
of their message, "please all bow
your heads, close your eyes and
all who want to be remembered
in my prayer raise your hand."
After his prayer, all who raised
their hands were invited to come
to the altar for whatever their
need might be.
Now brethren, Calvary's cross
was the altar, our Lord Jesus
Christ was the sacrifice and His
blood cleanses from all sin. There
are no man-made altars today.,
made of wood or any other
materials. All of these "altar
calls" had one thing in common,
nothing happened. Now let us go
to our Scripture given in the
heading of this article, Acts 8:2639.
Now,as far as I can find in the
King James translation of God's
eternal Word, Philip is the only
man referred to as an evangelist.
In Acts 21:8 we read, "And the
next day we that were of
Paul's company departed,
and came unto Caesarea:
and we entered into the
house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of
the seven; and abode with
him." In this verse where it
refers to Philip as one of the
seven, we must go back to Acts
6:5 where we find Philip, along
with Stephen and five other men,
full of faith and of the Holy
Spirit and were the first ordained
deacons in the church at
Jerusalem.
So, if you will allow me, I
will use Philip as my Scriptural
example of how a Missionary
Evangelist should conduct himself, his meetings, etc. I say all
of this because I call myself a
pastor-evangelist and therefore I
want to make a thorough study of
'Philip, his preaching and all of
his conduct in his meeting.
In Acts 8:5-25 we find Philip
in the midst of a great evangelistic meeting in Samaria where
God was doing a mighty work
through Philip, for folks were
being saved as he preached to
them,and many wonderful things
of God were happening.
In Acts 8:26-28 God does
something very strange with
Philip. Now remember, Acts 6:5
tells us Philip is a man full of
faith and of the Holy Spirit. In
the heat of this great evangelistic
meeting in Samaria, God's messenger pulls Philip out of that
great meeting and sends him to
Gaza which is a desert where as
far as Philip knew, there would
be very few folk who would care
to hear about the- Lord Jesus
Christ and the cross of Calvary.
In Acts 8:27 God identifies to
Philip the one person in this
desert that God wants to hear the
Word of God from a Spirit filled
believer. As far as the Scriptures
are concerned, Philip went without a doubt or a question as to
the wisdom of this command
from God's messenger.
Here in Gaza he met a man of
color. He was a eunuch, a man of
great authority, the treasurer of
Ethiopia. His authority was of
Candace the queen of Ethiopia.
Let's go astray here for a moment
to give a historical background of
this eunuch. This is not the
Ethiopia as we know it today.
This is an ancient country of
southern Egypt and northern

Ethiopia and it's folks were Nu- them at Calvary. Again I say,
bians. Candace,pronounced(Kan- brethren, you cannot separate the
da-see) was not the queen's name; regenerating work of the Holy
but her title, as "Pharaoh" was Spirit from what the Scriptures
the title of the king of Egypt. say about the conversion or salCandace's son, the king was, in
vation of the unsaved sinner
his mind, god; therefore, he
without causing problems, and
couldn't be bothered with the sometimes damage that can never
financial affairs of his kingdom
be repaired.
so his mother, the queen,
III. This eunuch pleads with
Candace, was given this power Philip to sit beside him and exand authority.
plain to him this work of the
This Ethiopian eunuch had
suffering Saviour on behalf of
been to Jerusalem at one of the
His people. Philip didn't give an
feasts of the Jews and was invitation; he asked a Holy Spirit
returning home. This eunuch had
instructed question and the
been to Jerusalem to worship the eunuch gave Philip an invitation.
Jewish God, but he was coming
In Acts 16:30 the Philippian
home with his heart just as jailor cries out, "what must I
empty and just as hungry for
do to be saved?" Paul and
knowledge of the true God as it
Silas answer in Acts 16:31
was when he left for Jerusalem. "Believe on the Lord Jesus
Isn't it strange that, under the Christ, and thou shalt be
guidance of our sovereign God, saved and thy house."But in
he was reading the one passage in Acts 16:32, we find they exthe Jewish Bible, the Old Testa- plained to him from the Scripment, the one book , the one tures what it means to believe.
chapter, Isaiah 53, that speaks so Then he believed and was bapplainly of our suffering Saviour, tized.
and in his heart of hearts he was
Notice in Acts 8:32-35 the eucrying out to understand what he nuch never believed and was
was reading.
saved until Philip, using Isaiah
In Acts 8:29,30 the Holy 53, preached unto him the Lord
Spirit tells Philip to run up to Jesus Christ, the death, burial
his chariot, hold on to it, run and resurrection, the gospel of
along beside it, and ask him if he our salvation. Remember James
understands what he is reading. 1:18, "Of his own will beCan you picture in your wildest gat he us with the word of
imaginations, one of our modern truth, that we should be a
evangelists in their hand tailored kind of firstfruits of his
suits running alongside a creatures or
creation."
stranger's car, hanging on to it
Notice in Acts 8:37 it is the
and yelling and asking them if eunuch who invites Philip to
they know the suffering Saviour now tell him if he can now reof Isaiah 53?
ceive Scriptural baptism. Notice
Now to Acts 8:31 that seems the only baptism Philip will adto cry out to us from the very minister is believer's
baptism.
heart of God. Read this verse Also notice that in Acts 8:39 the
closely. Philip isn't giving the Holy Spirit never relieves
Philip
invitation; the eunuch is. There of his commission to the eunuch
are three thoughts I would like to until, through the work
of the
point out in this verse to demon- 'Holy Spirit and a saving
knowlstrate to myself and to you all edge of the Scripture
as explained
that our Sovereign God prepares to him by Philip, the
once unthe sinner's heart to receive the happy heavy-hearted eunuch
is
truth; the gospel of their salva- now happy and rejoicing in
the
tion. All three of these thoughts joy of his salvation
based on
are expressed, not by Philip, but what God's Word says, and
headed
by the eunuch.
for home. But, who gave the inI. This great man willingly vitation? What is missing
in our
confessed his utter ignorance of evangelistic efforts
of today?
what this portion of Scripture is Why isn't the Holy
Spirit blessspeaking of concerning salvation ing us as he did Philip?
God
and the suffering Saviour. Look bless you all.
at I Corinthians 2:14-"But the
natural man receiveth not
the things of the Spirit of
God: for they are foolish(Continued from Page 1)
ness unto him: neither the
things of the Spirit of uses of the tongue. I am sure you
God: for they are foolish- know that by tongue, I have refness unto him: neither can erence to our speech, or to the
he know them, because actions of the tongue and not the
they are spiritually dis- member itself.
cerned". If I cause pain to some
Let me start with just a few
of my Primitive friends here, I comments about the tongue.
am sorry, but no man can come With the exception of our heart,
to a saving knowledge of Jesus which is the root of all our sin,
Christ until the Holy Spirit does we probably sin more with our
that quickening of regenerating tongue than any other member of
work in his or her heart so they our body. The old addage,"Sticks
can understand what the Word of and stones may break my bones,
God says about the gospel of our but words will never harm me" is
Salvation. Ephesians 2:8 tells us a lie. We know it is a lie from
that faith is the gift of God. experience. We know that our
Brethren, you start separating own tongue and the tongue of
these things into time periods, others have brought about a great
and you are asking for troublous deal of hurt. I know that I could
times in your life.
relate many experiences where the
II. Notice in Acts 8:31 the words of someone have hurt me,
word "desired". This is the Greek and also where words have hurt
word "parakaleho" which means others. I think about some
to plead for someone to come and things I have said to my children
help you to understand what and get angry at myself for not
God's Word is saying. Brethren, having better control of my
when the Holy Spirit is doing tongue. The tongue has deHis quickening, regenerating, re- stroyed homes, churches, and
pentance work in the heart of the lives. May God use this article
unsaved sinner, that unsaved sin- to make us more aware of the
ner's heart pleads for help to un- dangers of our tongue. May we
derstand what the Scriptures have read it and be more apt to use our
to say about the suffering tongues in a proper way, rather
Saviour and His work done for than an improper way.

IMPROPER

First, let us notice some improper usages of the tongue. Let
us examine some ways in which
using our tongue is wrong and
sinful.
1. Gossip, talebearing, and
backbiting are improper usages of
the tongue. There are too many
verses of Scripture against these
sins for anyone to deny the evil
of them. I would urge you to get
your concordance and look up all
the verses that deal with this.
You will be put under immediate
condemnation. The Bible has
much to say about this. Let ale
define gossip: Gossip, conversation dealing personally with the
affairs of others. One who habitually talks about others and their
affairs. This definition fits a lot
of us. It fits too many Landmark,
Sovereign Grace, Missionary
Baptists. We might try to defend
our talk sometimes by saying
that we are speaking the truth.
That is totally irrelevant. The
intent of gossip is to make
someone else look bad. It has as
its root, pride. The old saying IS
true, "If we cannot find
something nice to say, then we
should say nothing." It is to our
disgrace that we are so quick to
tell about something bad, but
slow to brag on others. The only
thing gossip is good for is unneeded information. May God
shut our mouths. Churches have
been destroyed over gossig•
Lives, homes, and friendships
have been ruined by gossip. It is
not a proper usage of the tongue
to gossip, talebear, or backbite.
May God spare us this sin.
2. Cursing is improper usage
of the tongue. How I hate a
filthy mouth! Most of us know
people who can't seem to speak 3
sentence without it being full of
profanities. I think about how
our God's name is taken in vain
constantly. Surely God will not
hold those guiltless who do this.
I am amazed at words people
speak and do not recognize thole
as profanity. The Bible says our
communication should be yea and
nay. We should avoid slang.
This can only hurt our testimony. If I am around a person fa
the first time, I can usually tell if
he is a Christian or not by listening to his language. If I hear
profanity, I began to doubt his
Christianity. If I am around a
person very long; and he does ut3t
curse, I think this person might
be a Christian: You might saY
that is a poor way to judge;
Maybe it is, but that is the way
feel.
3. Lying is an improper usage
of the tongue. There are stole
things, that every human being
can be. One of those things IS
honest. To be known as a liar is
an awful thing. The toll
"Christian" and the term "honest'
should go hand in hand. I have
been amazed in the last few years
at the tremendous amount of crls;
honesty among us, men ally
women who tell deliberate 'let
We should strive to always spa"
the truth. It does not take tun°
lies to destroy any reputation You
might have for honesty. Let us
always speak the truth. To lie is
a terrible sin.
4. Hatefulness is improper us"
age of the tongue. The Bible
says, "Be ye kind one
another." To have a hate
tongue will do great damage td
your testimony. To be known as
,
a grump or grouch will hurt yoll'
testimony. We need to make a
practice of speaking kind words'
We need to avoid hateful words
and attitudes. A kind word, tur(Continued on Page 11,Col. 1)
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IMPROPER
(Continued from Page 10)
neth away wrath. Being tired is
not a proper reason for hatefulness. Not feeling good is not a
proper reason for hatefulness. Let
us avoid hateful words, for they
are an improper usage of the
tongue.
5. Speaking in tongues is improper usage. No matter how
holy and righteous the Pentecostals might appear, when they
Speak in tongues and say it is of
God, it is sin. Tongues have
ceased. Paul tells us in I
Corinthians 13, that where there
be tongues, they shall cease; and
they have. The Bible is complete
and there is no longer a need for
tongues. Those who speak in
tongues are serving God in the
energy of the flesh and not the
Spirit.
6. False professions are improper usage of the tongue. This
is the same as lying. Be sure you
are saved. You might deceive
those here on this earth, but I
promise you that you will not
deceive God. This lie will do you
no possible good.
7. Preaching and teaching
heresy is improper usage of the
tongue. I do not care how sincere
a person might be, when he
speaks heresy, it is a sin. Don't
come to me with the lame excuse
that God has not revealed truth to
them. Truth is revealed in God's
Word. The reason they do not
believe and teach the truth is that
they rebel against the Word of
God. They allow their pre-conceived ideas and their sentiment
to over-rule God's Word and
truth. When we try to teach or
preach something from God's
Word we should be sure it is the
truth. If not, then it is sin.
8. Remaining silent when we
should speak is improper usage
of the tongue. There are times
When we know we should say
something and we remain silent.
There are times when we have an
Opportunity to witness and we
don't. There are times we know
we should rebuke someone and
we don't. There are times we
know we should encourage and
we don't. Beloved, if we know to
do good and do it not, it is sin
unto us. Let us speak when we
know we should.
9. A failure to say "yes" when
We should and "no" when we
Should is improper usage of the
tongue. We should say "yes" to
right and "no" to wrong. We
Should be able to avoid the pressures of our peers. We should be
able to avoid the pressures of this
world. We should say "yes" to
Others when they need our help.
Let, us use our tongues properly
!it knowing when to say"yes" and
no„.
10. Improper arguing is imProper usage of the tongue. I do
not have reference here to arguing Scripture. I believe God's
Word is worth arguing about. I
have reference to the senseless
arguing that often goes on between families and friends. We
sometimes argue over the most
foolish things. Words are said
that hurt. When words are spoke, they can never be taken
Back. Let us learn to get along.
Let us know that improper arguing can harm our testimony. We
need to also be sure we argue the
Scriptures in the proper way and
attitude.
Let us now move on to the
4thject of, "Proper usage of our
tongue." Let us notice some
things which we should use our
tongues for.

1. First, preaching is proper
usage of the tongue. I cannot
leave this out. God in his mercy
and grace called me to be a
preacher. I must preach; necessity
is laid upon me. The man who
says he is called to preach and can
remain silent has not been Godcalled. As a preacher, I need to
get my message from my God. I
need to preach in the proper
spirit. I need to have the proper
motives in my ministry. Pray
for me that God will grant me
this.
Yes, beloved friend,
preaching is proper usage of the
tongue. Certainly then, people
should be faithful going to hear
God's preachers.
2. Secondly, witnessing is
proper usage of our tongues. To
witness to lost souls is the obligation of every saved person. It
is the particular obligation of every member of a true church of
Christ. Every member is just as
obligated as the pastor. How we
need to use our tongues to witness to the lost!. How we need to
warn them to flee from the wrath
to come! We need to tell them
about their sins and about death
and about hell. We use our
tongues to tell many stories. We
need to use our tongues to tell
the story of Jesus and His marvelous, saving grace. May God
give us a burden for the lost.
May we use our tongues for the
kindest words we might ever
speak to mankind. These are the
words of eternal life. For our
failure in this area, we deserve to
have our tongues ripped out. We
deserve to never be allowed to
speak again. We should also use
our tongues to witness to the
saved about the truths of God's
Word. I believe that when it
comes to serving God, truth is of
the utmost importance. There is
no substitute for it. Effort and
sincerity will not do, God must
be worshipped in truth. We
should have an earnest desire to
see our loved ones come to the
truth. Proper usage of our
tongue is to expound to them
truth. If they get angry, so be it.
If we lose friends, so be it. If our
home is torn asunder, so be it. I
believe truth is that important.
Let us use our tongues to declare
the truths of God's Word.
3. Thirdly, the singing of
hymns is proper usage of our
tongues (Eph. 5:19). Too often
the songs we sing are not hymns.
Our lips should be used to sing
praises unto our God. To sing the
songs of the world can at the very
best, reflect poorly on our testimony. I believe it is a sin for
members not to sing during the
church service. I believe we
should make a joyful and a loud
noise unto the Lord. Not to do
this is an improper usage of the
tongue. We should sing hymns
in public. This will at least cause
people to think we are a Christians. It will open the door to
opportunities to witness to the
lost. Use your tongue to lift up
your voice in songs of praise to
God.
4. Fourthly, honesty is proper
usage of the tongue. Honesty is
indeed the best policy. It is the
best policy in all circumstances.
If it costs you money, friendship,
or even your life; honesty is still
the best policy. We should all
desire to be known as people who
are true to their word. Let
honesty be our policy. This is
proper usage of the tongue.
5. Words of encouragement are
proper usages of the tongue. Too
often we belittle and criticize.
Too often we are glad when adversity comes to others. We are
glad when someone fails. This

should not be. We should use our
tongues to encourage each other.
We should be like cheerleaders for
one another. Do not be negative
when others make efforts that
fail. We should encourage them
to keep up the fight. We should
encourage them in that God is on
their side. This is especially true
of young converts. Encourage
them. To live the life of Saint is
hard. We need to speak encouraging words to one another.
6. Words of kindness are
proper. We need to practice this;
not in a hypocritical way, but
with honest feelings of kindness
towards one another. I can tell
when someone is being kind because they feel like they have to.
We should be a kind people who
speak kind words. There should
not be a day pass by that we do
not have kind words for someone.
In Proverbs 31, a virtuous
woman is described as having a
kind tongue. "Be ye kind one
to another." This would rid us
of many of our problems. We
would get along so much better.
Kind words are proper.
7. Words of comfort are
proper. "Comfort ye one
another with these words."
We need to try and use our
tongues to give comfort to,
others. There are many times
when saved people need
comforting, times of death,
sickness, troubles, and trials. Let
us comfort them with God's
Word. Let them know that
someone else is on their side.
8. Prayer is proper. Oh, how
our tongues ought to be used for
prayer. God forgive us for neglecting this great privilege. We
are so neglectful in this area. We
need to pray often. We need to
pray in the right spirit. We need
to always be in an attitude of
prayer. May God help us to be a
praying people. Lift up your
voices in prayer and thanksgiving
unto God. To pray is proper,
right and helpful for God's people.
9. To use our tongues for
rebuking is proper. I will be the
first to admit that this is very
difficult. We do not like to rebuke those we love. We do not
want to hurt their feelings. We do
not wari to lose their friendship.
We do not want them angry with
us. Regardless of all these excuses, we should still use our
tongues to rebuke wrong. We
need to pray that God will give
us the courage to do this. We
need to rebuke sin, to tell the
drunk that he is wrong. We need
to rebuke heresy. I dare not leave
this point without mentioning
the fact that this rebuke should be
in the proper spirit. We should
not rebuke with any other attitude
than a desire to help those we are
rebuking.
10. Fellowshipping is proper
usage of the tongue. How we
need more fellowship with one
another. There are not many of
us; we need each other. We need
to be able to talk with each other
about the things of God. Don't be
the last person at church and the
first to leave. Go early and stay
late. Spend time talking with the
people of God. I know people
who are always talking about the
church needing to get together
more. They talk about the need of
more fellowship. Oftentimes
these are the people who are the
last to arrive at church and the
first to leave. Let us spend time
at church fellowshipping about
the things of God. Too often we
talk about everything but
spiritual things. The early church
continued steadfastly in the
Apostle's doctrine, fellowship,

and breaking of bread. Let us use
our tongues to do the same.
11. Knowing when to say
"yes" and "no" are often times
proper usage of the tongue. The
thing is to know by Bible reading, prayer, and a proper
relationship with the Spirit when
we should say "yes" and when we
should say "no". There are times
when we should probably just
remain silent. Knowing what to
say when, is proper usage of the
tongue.
In conclusion let us note the
following things. First, we must
all admit to the importance of our
tongue and how we use it. The
Bible has much to say about it.
We cannot be the kind of Christian we should be without properly using our tongue. We have
noticed in this article some improper usages of the tongue. I am
sure that we must admit that we
are guilty of many of these from
time to time. May God forgive
us this. May He use this article
to make us more aware our
words. May we constantly be on
guard as to improper usages. May
we avoid the things that would
harm our testimony.
We have also noticed some
proper usages of the tongue. We
are now without excuse. We
know to do good. If we make
improper usages of our tongue,
then it is surely sin unto us. Our
tongue can be such an instrument
of good for the glory of God. It
can make or break our testimony.
It can be used to bring lost souls
to Christ. It can be used to bring
truth to the heretic. It can be
used to give comfort and encouragement to our brethren. It can be
used to communicate with God.
It can be used to sing praises
unto His precious name. It can be
used to bring Glory to God.
These are proper usages of the
tongue. May we as servants of
God make proper usages of the
tongue He has given us. May
God bless you all.

SBC DOES
(DID) TEACH
SOVEREIGN
SELECTION
by Paul Jackson
"For the children being
not yet born, neither having done any good or evil,
that the purpose of God
according
to
election
might stand,..." (Romans
9:11).
Though sovereign selection or
election of God is a truth taught
throughout God's Word, it is vehemently denied by modern religion.
What is sovereign selection?
Sovereign selection is the
unconditional choosing before the
foundation of the world by God
of those who would ultimately be
His eternal children. This truth
irritates those who want to have
control of their own salvation.
Sovereign selection does away
with any but God having control
over salvation. The Scripture is
so clear concerning this great
truth. Apostle Paul told the Ephesians, "According as he
(God) hath chosen (elected, selected) us (saved) in him
(Christ) before the foundation of the world, that we
(saved) should be holy and
without blame before him
(God) in love" (Ephesians 1:4).
Now, if the above words are so
clearly written in very understandable English, and if any rational and slightly intelligent
person can read and comprehend

the words, why do modern
"Baptists" who are intelligent
enough to be called "Doctor" or
teach in a "Baptist" college go to
such lengths to try and deny these
truths? Some may say, "Do
they?" Believe me, they do. I
have seen it and have had the
modern infidels try to prove to
those I have taught that Southern
Baptists don't believe in
sovereign selection. Well, I have
proof that before the day of modern infidels, the Southern Baptist.
Convention taught and upheld
this great truth.
Let me quote from a book by
W. Curtis Vaughan titled "The
Letter To The Ephesians", published by Convention Press,
Nashville, Tennessee. Concerning the terminology "hath chosen" from Ephesians 1:4, Brother
Vaughan says, "The word translated "hath chosen" literally
means "to choose out" or "select"
for oneself." He says, "In the
present passage (Ephesians 1:4),
the word relates specifically to
the salvation of sinners. It is the
key word for what is commonly
known as the doctrine of election."
"This doctrine", he says,
"magnifies the sovereignty of
God, ttie helplessness of man to
save himself." He further says,
"In a broad sense, election may
be defined as an act of choice
whereby God Selects an individual or group out of a larger
company for a purpose or destiny
which he appoints."(Page 12).
This book,'The Letter To The
Ephesians", was published in
1963 to be used as a church study
course. Well, what has happened
since 1963? Why do church
members come from a "Baptist"
college with a denial of this truth
(denied by college leadership) so
vehemently that they will go to
means to "run off their pastor",
when their (college leadership)
predecessors sent this truth to the
churches? Do you know why?
These modem infidels have no
sense as to what God's Word
teaches, and for that matter, don't
cam..

QUOTES
FROM THE
BLUE BACK
SPELLING
BOOK
"The love of whiskey has
brought many a strong fellow to
a disgraceful death."
"To exist signifies to be, or to
have life. The soul is immortal;
it will never cease to exist."
"Exhort one another to the
practice of virtue."
"Examine the Scriptures daily
and carefully, and set an example
of good works."
"The Bible, that is, the Old and
the New Testament, contains the
Holy Scriptures."
"Whatever is wrong is a deviation from right, or from the just
laws of God or man."
"How happy men would be if
they would always love what is
right and hate what is wrong."
This book was (before a perversion of Separation of Church
and state was brought about by
the ACLU, Humanists and others)a school textbook.
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Christ is not loved at all if not loved above all

MY
IMPRESSIONS
I like the Bible conference because I think having a lot of
preachers preaching good messages is fun.
Rebecca Ruth Riner,
Morehead,KY
** ********* ** *

The Calvary Baptist Bible
Conference provided a means for
me to join hands with believers
from all over America--believers
whose chief goal in life is to
glorify their Lord. I was impressed with their dedication to
the truth as set forth in God's
Word. I found the preaching,
singing, hospitality and love for
each other to be great.
Willard Willis, Monroe, OH
************
Praise God for a good time at
Calvary Baptist Conference. It
was good to see old friends and
meet new ones and to be in one
mind and accord. We heard great
preaching and singing.
Bobby Blount, Griffin, GA

Ruthie Pruitt, daughter
of John Pruitt, pastor of
the West Griffin Baptist
church, plays for a special.
„

*** *******
This conference has truly been
a blessing to my family as much
as to me and my wife. God bless
each and everyone.
Calvin & Bertha Futch,
West Union, OH
******** ****
The conference this year was a
great blessing to us. We heard
many things that was an inspiration to us. We look forward to
coming back next year. The
special• singing was very good.
May the Lord bless the Calvary
Baptist Church and her pastor.
Aaron, Vanessa, Hannah &
Lydia West, Peru, IN
*******
I liked the conference because it
The West Griffin Baptist church delegation sings for
was great arid all of the preachers our conference. It was such a blessing to have this many
were great too. The park was from one church at our conference. Other churches and
very interesting and good too. other pastors take note.
All in all it was a great conference.
Amanda Wilson, Gladwin, MI
faith, hope and love.
George Washington-First
President of the United States.
He composed his limbs, closed
his eyes, and folding his arms
upon his bosom expired, saying,
"Father of Mercies, take me to
Thyself." What hope!
C. H. Spurgeon-Preacher.
nearing the end of life, he said,
"Tranquil and happy, though very
weak. My theology is very simple. I can express it in few words
and they are enough to die by."
After a pause, he slowly said,
"Jesus died for me." What
simplicity!
Michael Faraday-Chemical
Raymond
Waugh
Scientist. When on his death-bed
preaches to us about when
he was asked, "What are your
there will be peace on
Paul Jackson, a new- speculations
n o w ?"
earth.
comer to our conference "Speculations?" exclaimed Fara(he will be invited back) day, "I have none! No speculapreaches for us.
tions now. I KNOW whom I
have believed. My soul rests on
certainties." What assurance!
Charles Dickens-Author. "I
commit my soul to the mercy of
God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, and I exhort my dear
children to humbly try to guide
themselves by the teaching of the
New Testament" What
Famous men have lived and composure!
Richard Baxter-Author. "I
impressed the world with their
achievement in various realms of have pain, for there is no arguing
life. Famous men have also died, against one's senses. But I have
and by their final words, with life peace; I have peace."Wh a t
ebbing away and the shades of peace!
Albert the Good-Prince
Elder Medford Caudill death approaching, have expressed
the impact eternal realities had Consort of Queen Victoria. He
brings us a fine message.
made upon their souls. Some constantly repeated "Rock of
conveyed perplexing thoughts of Ages" upon his deathbed. "For,"
THE BAPTIST EXAMINER
doubt, despair and doom. Others said he, "If in this hour I had
AUG.15, 1992
proclaimed with unmistakable only my worldly honors and digPAGE TWELVE
clarity their serenity of soul in nities to depend on, I should be
**

FINAL WORDS
OF FAMOUS
MEN

poor indeed." What peace!
Aristote- A Great Philosopher. In the case of death he proclaimed, "I was born in sin. I
have lived unhappily. I die in
doubt. Cause of causes pity me."
What doubt!
Rudolph Valentino-Movie
Actor. His last words were:
"Doctor, do you know the greatest thing I am looking forward
to?" "What is it?" asked the doctor. "It is the fishing review next
month," said he and lapsed into
unconsciousness from which he
never recovered. What emptiness!
Jay Gould-Millionaire. When
dying he is reported to have said,
"I suppose I am the most miserable man on earth." What misery!
Beaconsfield-Politician.
"Youth is a mistake, manhood a
struggle, old age a regret." What
regret!
Thomas Paine-Author and
Philosopher. "I would give
worlds, if I had them, that the
"Age of Reason' had never been
published." In answer to Dr.
Manley's question, "Do you then
believe in the divinity of Jesus
Christ?" Paine's reply and last
utterance was, "I have no wish to
believe on that subject." What
rebellion!
Voltaire-Infidel of the most
pronounced type. Alternately
praying and blaspheming, this
wretched man died crying, "0
Christ! 0 Jesus Christ!" What
blasphemy!
Those who died in peace had
found in the Lord Jesus Christ a
personal Saviour for their souls..
"Jesus died for me," Spurgeon
said. This the confession of one
who had received the divinely ap-

ARE THESE
PEOPLE
BAPTISTS?
ARE THEY
EVEN SAVED?
SOUTHERN
BAPTISTS OK
GAY UNION
RALEIGH, N.C. -- A Southern Baptist church, defying its
parent church, has voted in favor
of blessing a gay union.
"We're taking a stand toward a
responsible expression of sexuality," said the Rev. M. Mahan
Siler Jr. "It's a stand of support
toward persons who want to
commit to a long-term monogamous relationship."
Nearly two-thirds of the congregation at Pullen Memorial
Baptist Church agreed to permit a
service blessing the union of two
homosexual men. No date for the
service was set.
Asked whether the policy violates the Bible, Siler said: "I
know of no reference in the
Scripture either way to a
committed monogamous caring
relationship between homosexual
persons. The examples speak

pointed Sacrifice of Calvaiy's
cross as the Substitute for him to
pay the penalty his sins demanded. "Therefore being
justified by faith, we have
peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ"
(Romans 5:1). The work of
Christ makes us safe; the Word
of Christ makes us sure! "These
things have I written unto
you that believe on the
name of the Son of God,
that ye may know that ye
have eternal life" (I John
5:13).
Those who died in misery did
so because of their unbelief.
Their riches, achievements and
fame left them stranded on the
sands of hopelessness as the waters of death drew nigh. They had
refused the Son of God, and
therefore had no Saviour. They
would not believe the revelation
of the Holy Scriptures, and
therefore had no "rock" foundation of stability and certainty.
Alas! it must be said of such as
the Lord Jesus said to the unbelieving in His day,"If ye believe
not that I am he, ye shall die in
your sins." "I have no wish to
believe on that subject," cried
Paine, and indeed his own desire
to have nothing to do with Christ
in the day of grace was the sealing of his doom in an eternal
hell!
Dear reader, face the issues involved, and right now, if never
before: Turn and believe this very
hour, Trust in the Saviour's love
and power; Then shall your final
answer be, "Saved!" through a
long eternity.
copied

against promiscuous, exploitive
sexual activity, which is regarded
as sinful whether it is homosexual or heterosexual."
"And likewise also the
men, leaving the natural
use of the woman, burned
in their lust one toward
another; men with men
working that which is unseemly, and receiving in
themselves that recompense of their error which
was meet. And even as
they did not like to retain
God in their knowledge,
God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do
those things which are not
convenient" (Romans 1:27,
28).
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CAN YOU IMAGINE THIS?
That there are two tablets which, taken with a large portion
of water, can cure the ills of this world?
"...and he wrote upon the two tables the words of the
covenant, the ten commandments"(Ex. 34: 28).
"...whosoever will, let him take of the water of life
freely" (Rev.22:17).
Oh, if men would but take the two tablets of God's holY
law, with a large portion of gospel water, how different theY
would be!
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